This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


BOSTON 
MEDICAL  LIBRARY 


IN  THE 


Francis  A.Countway 
Library  of  Medicine 


BOSTON 


THE 

EDINBURGH 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL: 

EXHIBITINQ 

A  CONCISE  VIEW 

OF  THE 

LATEST  AND  MOST  IMPORTANT  DISCOVERIES 

in 

MEDICINE,  SURGERY,  AND 
PHARMACY. 


1812. 

VOLUME  EIGHTH. 


EDINBURGH: 

Priuttd  ill  Otarge  Ranuaii  If  CttH^tmff 

FOR  ASCHIBALD  CONSTABLE  AMD  COMPAMT,  BDINBtlROIi; 

tMKOUASf  HUBST,  BBSS,  ORMC,  &  BBUWM,  LOMOOff  ; 

AMD  GILBERT  AMD  HODOES,  DUBLIN. 

1813. 


CONTENTS 


or 


VOL.  Vllf. 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

No.  XXUC. 

Page 
Akt.  L  Obtervations  on  the  Nature  and  Cauae  of  certain  Accidents 
which  sometiTnes  occur  in  Battle,  and  have  been  utuaUy  aa- 
cribedtothe^'Windof  aBalL"    By  Mr  Daniel  £llit»  1 

n.  Kftory  of  a  Case  of  Impracticable  Labour,  in  which  the  Cm»- 
rean  Operation  was  performed.  By  George  KtV&tt  M.  D. 
(with an  Engraving)  •  .  II 

in*  Ckse  of  Diabetes  treated  by  Venesection.    By  Mr  James  Mor- 

myt  .    •  -  -  so 

IV.  Caw  in  which  a  Metacarpal  Bone  was  successfoOy  removed.  By 

Mr  J.  T.  Gregson,  .  .  ^  j 

V.  Case  of  Singular  Torpor,  in  which  Dissection  did  not  discover 

any  satitfactory  Explanation  of  the  Symptoms.    By  Mr  Wil* 
Uam  Cooke,  -  •  3% 

VL  Case  of  Inguinal  Aneurism  cured  by  tying  the  External  Iliac 

Artery.    By  Mr  William  Goodlad.  -  32 

VIL  Case  of  Erythema  Mercuriale^  accompanied  by  an  Aflection  of 

the  Cornea.    By  Mr  J.  I^Hcholson,  -  39 

Tin.  Case  of  Wounded  Diaphragm.    By  Mr  Alexander  Boyle,  42 

IX*  Case  of  Chorea  cured  by  Purgative  Medicines^  communicated  to 

Dr  J.  Hamilton,  senior,  by  Hardwicke  Shute,  M.  D.  45 

X.  Observations  upon  Venereal  Disease.    By  Mr  J.  Peake,  47 

^.  Case  in  which  the  Beneficial  Effects  of  Friction,  as  recommend- 
ed by  Mr  Grosvenor  of  Oxford,  were  strongly  exemplified. 
Communicated  bv  Dr  Duncan,  senior  -  49 

XIL  Observations  on  tne  occurrence  of  Small-pox  after  Cow*pox. 

By  Mr  Thomas  Charles  Haden,  •  51 

Xm.  Case  of  Hepatitis  terminating  in  Sphacelus.    By  Mr  W.  C  56 

The  Inqmrcr,  No.  XXIfU    ObservatioM  on  Inflammation,  67 

Bfed^c^ 
A        I 


IV  C0MTBNT9. 

Medical  Extracts,  No.  VIT.    Humboldt's  Pblttical  Sute  of  New 
Spain,  and  Humboldt  and  BoDpland's  Plantse  Equinoctiales^       75 

No.  XXX. 
A&T.  L  Some  observatbns  on  Intus'Susception ;  with  an  Engratnng,  By 

Mr  Howship^  -  -  129 

n.  Case  of  Caries  in  the  second  Cervical  Vertebra,  and  consequent 

fracture  of  its  Dentiform  Process.    By  Mr  A.  G.  Kymell,         183 
m.  History  of  a  Ferer  which  prevailed  in  the  Suburbs  of  Paisley, 

&c.    By  Mr  James  Muir,  -  134 

IV.  Medical  Report  for  Nottingham.     By  James  Clarice,  M.  D.       138 
V.  Case  of  Scirrhous  Stomachy  and  Stricture  in  the  Colon,  with  ap« 

pearances  on  dissection.    By  John  Holmes,  M.  D.  151 

VI.  Cases  of  Emphysema^  cured  by  the  use  of  Cold  Applications. 

By  Mr  P.  Johnston,  -  -  154 

VII.  Miscellaneous  Communications.    By  Mr  W.Simmons,  15€ 

VIII.  Observations  on  those  Accidents  commonly  ascribed  to  the  Wind 

of  a  Ball.    By  John  Spence,  M.  D.  •  161 

IX*  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  at  New  York,  on  the  Yellow 

Fever  at  Perth-Amboy.  Communicated  by  C.  Chisholm,  MJD.  165 
X.  Some  Remarks  on  the  Fevers  of  Sicily,  8cc.    By  Alexander 

Boyle,  A.M.  -  -  174 

XI.  Case  of  a  singular  Affection  of  the  Right  Leg.    By  James  Rum- 

sey,  M.  D.  -  •  198 

Xn.  Case  of  Poisoiung,  by  the  external  application  of  Corrosive  Subli- 
mate.    By  Mr  Archibald  Robertson,  -  195 
X|I^  Case  of  Palsy  cured  by  Titillaiion.     By  Mr  James  Wardrop,      197 
Med}cal  Extracts,  No.  VIII.    On  the  Diseases  of  Iceland,          24)1 

No.  XXXI. 
Art.^  J.  Observations  on  the  Opinions  of  Mr  Wilson  and  Dr  Adams, 
,  respecting  the  existence  of  the  Venereal  Disease  in  the  Island 

of  Otaheite.    By  Mr  Henry  Edmonstone,  -  257 

II.  Case  of  Urinary  CalcuUis.    By  Mr  Alexander  Jack,         -  265 

lU.  An  Account  ot  a  Case  of  Lithotomy  ;  with  Practical  Remarks. 

By  Mr  James  Barlow,  -  -  '268 

IV.  Case  of  Encysted  Tumour  of  the  Brain.    By  Alexander  James 

Buchanan,  M.  p.  -  -  276 

V.  Account  of  Unusual  Conformations  of  some  Muscles  and  Ves- 

sels.   By  Alexander  Ramsay^  M.D.  (with  an  Engraving  J  ^    281 
VI.  On   Painful   Subcutaneous   Tubercle.     By    William    Wood, 

Esq.  -  -  -  283 

VII.  Ar  e  those  Diseases  attributed  to  Mercurial  Action  on  the  System  of 

the  Human  Body^  peculiarly  and  exclusively  generated  by  it  ? 
By  Colin  Chishohn,M.D.  -  291 

VIII.  Observations  on  the  Cause  of  Death  from  what  is  called  the 

Wind  of  a  Ball.    By  the  Rev.  Patrick  Forbes,  -  SIO 

IX.  Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti  Viti.    By 
.    lienryReeve,  M.p.  .  r  -  315? 

No.  XXXII. 
Art.   I.  Letter  te  Dr  Andrew  Duncan,  jun.  from  Dr  Cochrane,  inclosing 
.'   a'lLetter  from  Dr  Harness,  and  Communications  from  Mr 
Parson,  Dr  Burnett,  and  Dr  Wilson,  on  the  Ardent  Fever, 
ebserved  at  Guadaloupe,  Gibraltar,  and  Plymouth,  '  515 

Art. 


COMTMTk  V 

ftge 
Art.1L  SomeAccomitofaFevertliatappeiTCdatOilinkarmdieiaotttik 

of  October  1810.    By  W.  Bumetty  M.  D.  .  398 

ID:  Rqpoct  of  tbe  Trettment  adopted  for  the  Cure  of  Caaugioui 
Fever  among  the  Seamen  sent  ashore  to  the  Royal  Hoipiul  at 
Plymouth.    By  J.  Wibon,  M.  D.  •  .  405 

IV.  On  Nerrout  aiectiont,  and  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Saacti 

YhL    By  Dayid  Uwins,  M.  D.  •  405 

y.  On  the  Cure  of  Teunut  by  Opium  and  the  WarmBaih.    By 

Thomas  Christie,  M.D.  •  •  411 

¥1.  Dr  Adams's  Answer  to  Mr  Edmonstone,  reelecting  the  Venere* 

al  Disease  at  Otahcitey  -  -    :  416 

Vn.  LettertoAstley  Cooper,  Esq.  on  the  Cure  of  Curved  Spine.    By 

B^  B.  G*  Bunrouffhs,  *  -  419 

Vni.  Observationf  on  the  Yellow^Fever  of  New-York  m .  ia08.     By 

Alexander  Ramsay,  M.  D.  •  -  42S 

K.  case  of  PbeudcSyphUis,  with  Remarks.    By  Mr  William  Ste- 
phenson Clarky  -  495 
X.  Further  Observation  on  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tubercle.    By  Mr 

William  Wood,  -  -  48d 

XL  A  Case  of  Pospura  Hsemorriiagica.    By  Thomas  Jeffreys,  M  J).  435 
XII.  Cases  of  a  peculiar  disease  of  the  Testis,  with  Observations  there- 
on.   By  Thomas  Little^  M.  D.  -  440 
Medical  Extracts*  No.  IX.    Mr  Brodie's  Experiments  and  Ob- 
scrvatbns.    From  the  Philosophical  Transaaions  of  161 1.      447 

CRITICAL  ANALYSIS. 

No.  XXDC 
Art.  L  a  Treatise  on  the  FHncipal  Diseases  of  Dublin.    By  Martin  Tu- 

omy,  M.  D.  T.  CD.  -  -  82 

IX.  Disquisitions  in  the  History  of  Medicine,  &c.    By  Richard  Mil- 
lar, M.  D.  -  -  -  90 
in.  On  the  non  existence  of  Sugar  in  the  Blood  of  Persons  bbour- 

ing  under  Diabetes  Meliitus.    By  W.  H  WolUston,  M.  D.       95 
IV.  Practical  remarks  on  Insanity,  &c.     By  Mr  Bryan  Crowther,  96 

V.  An  Account  of  the  Ravages  committed  in  Ceylon  by  Small-pox, 

&c.     By  Thomas  Christie,  M.  D.  -  -  99 

VI.  Observations  on  the  Hydrargyria,  &c.     By  George  Alley,  M.  D.  100 

VII.  Practical  Observations  in  Surgery.  By  William  Hey,  F.  R.S.  &c.  107 

No.  XXX. 
Art.  I.  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  -  S08 

II.  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  Vol.  II.'  -  SI  8 

III.  A  Treatise  on  the  Management  of  Infants,  &c.    By  Mr  John 

Syers,  -  -  -  22j 

IV.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Cause  of  the  Resp,  &c.  in  Sheep,  sf  35 
V.  CItnique  Chirurgicale,  &c.    Par  M.  Ph.  Pelletan,  S39 

No.  XXXI. 
Aat.  I.  Entomologie  und  Helminthologie  des  Menschlichen  Koerpers, 

&c.     Von  D.  Johaim  Heinridi  Joerdens,  &c.  -  317 

n.  An  Essay  on  the  Disease  called  Yellow-Fever,  with  Observations 
concemmg  Febrile  Contagion»  5tc«  By  Edward  Nathaniel 
Bancroft^  M.D.  .  •  9S4. 

Aat. 


&c.    By  Thomii  Jaraetom  M.  D*  -  S44 

IT.  Y*  Tte  Trial  of  Mtckael  Whstiag  fat  adrntoifteriog  Poiioo.  Jbc 

TakteincoimbynoiiiMLeMbt  -  948 

Trial  of  DaiiidDawsoafoftKiitoiBDg  the  Stgle  Colt.  Takeain 

fioiift  by  Onrgci  luiit^  •  ibl 

VI.  On  BUioos  Colic  and  Contuliiont  in  early  lahacf.    By  Jfoaeph 

Clirke»M.D.  -  •  S5S 

TIL  Cases  of  Apoplexy  and  Lcdiargy  t  with  Obscrrations  npon  the 

Comnoie  Pbeases.    By  J.ClieynekM.D.  -  S55 

Tin.  On  the  Morbid  sensibility  of  the  Eyt^  oommoidy  called  Weakness 

i»  Sight*    By  hir  John  StevcifSony  *  363 

EL  CommvuBications  relative  to  the  Datnra  Stramonium,  or  Thon»- 

apple^  •  .  364 

X.  An  £xp«rimental  Examination  of  the  kst  edition  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia LoBdineBrf%6te.    By  Richard  Phillips^  -  368 

No.  StXXll 
Air.  I.  A  Description  of  the  Arteries  of  the  Hmntn  Body.    By  John 

Barclaj,  M.  D.  .  -  464 

n.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Pi'ocesd  of  Natai«  m  repairing  fa^ories  of  die 
Intestines  :  illustrating  the  1* rettment  of  Penetrating  Wounds, 
and  Sthingttlat^  Hernia.    By  Mr  Beniamift  Travers*  471 

m.  On  the  Operation  of  Largely  Punctiirmg  the  Capssfe  of  the 
Crystalline  Humourt  in  order  to  promote  the  Absorption  of 
the  Cataract,  Ax.    By  Mr  James  Wase,  -  47d 

rV.  Bionomia.  Opinions  concerning  Life  and  Health*  introductory 
to  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Physiology  of  Sentient  Beings. 

?y  A.  P.  Buchan,  M.  D.  '      •  -  482 

)is8ertation  on  the  ffite  of  a  Rabid  AniinaL    By  James  CSII- 
man,  *  •  491 

Vl.  Monographie  des  Degenerations  Skirreuses  de  f  Estomac.    Par 

Frederic  Chardel,  M.  D.  -  -  497 


M&DtoAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Na  JOaX. 

Quarterly  Report  of  the  Carey-Street  Dispensary*  -                    11« 

A  Table  of  Diseases  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  sloops  of  war,  ISl 

Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  Observations,                     -  125 

Imposition  practised  upon  the  Edkors*                   •  *                     125 

Corrected  List  of  Graduations  at  Edinburgh  in  1 807.  Vol.  in.  *49T 

No  XXX. 

Quarterly  Report  of  the  Carey-Street  Dispensary*  -                  244 

Vaccination  among  Indian  Nations  in  North  America  -               247 

An  Account  of  a  particular  species  of  Counter-Fracture,  •               24^ 

Some  Account  of  the  German  Universitiesj                      »  tS9 

Pteuliarities  in  Sex*                              -                      «  25S 

Notice  of  the  late  Mr  Gibaoa  of  Maachotcr*  -                     S55 

Medical  Impotitmi>                   -                    -  -               ^se 

No. 


CONTBMTt.  m 

Ko.  XXXI.  Fige 

Qoarteriy  Report  of  the  Cmy-Stnet  Difpcnnry,  •  S74 

ObterfatioBs  on  Hydraphobiily  -  •  378 

Dr  Stuart  on  Vaccinationt  .  •  380 

Vaccination  in  America^  -  •  388 

Medical  Frizo-Qucttiott^  •  •  884 

No.  XXXIL 
BiogiapiucalMeoMJlrsoftlielateDrWillan,  -  50f 

Qoarteriy  Report  of  the  Caiey^^treet  Ditpemaryt  -  518 

Letter  to  the  fditofy  -  -  -  517 

Extracts  from  a  Letter  to  Dr  Duncan*  jun.  written  1>y  a  Phyrician  in  Latt- 
don.— 1.  Of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  Deaths  in  the  Acute  Rheumap 
tisin.^8.  Of  Different  kinds  of  Fen  Miasmata. — 3.  Of  the  mat  in- 
jury of  the  Brain  without  SyinptMns.*-4.  £rythenuu-*5.  Of  the  mat- 
ter of  Puhnonary  Tubercles^  -  -  52S 
Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Edinbuigh,            •               -  584 
Gnduations  at  Edinburgh  in  I818y                        -                       -             S2B 
Queries  in  regard  to  the  comparative  quantities  of  nouriihment  afibided  by 

dnerent  substances^  «•  •  •  587 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sindaiff  Bart,  on  the  Remedy  lately 

discovered  for  Cauculoos  Complaint^  -  •  588 

Xiondcm  Lectures,  -  •  .  530 


THS 


THX 

EDINBURGH 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAIa 

1.  JANUARY  1818. 


PART  I. 

ORIGINAL   COM>fUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Ohseroaticm  on  the  Nature  and  Cause  of  certain  Accidents  whicTi 
sometimes  occur  in  Battle^  and  have  been  usually  ascribed  to  the 
"  mnd  of  a  BaU. "    By  Mr  Daniel  Ellis. 

^HE  accidents  which  form  tde  subject  of  the  present  communis 
-*-  cation  are  of  a  kind  so  singular^  and,  in  their  nature,  so  re- 
mote from  common  experience,  tiiat.  some  persons^  unable  (6 
account  for  them  on  known  mechanical  principles,  have  been  led 
altogether  to  doubt  thdr  occurrence ;  while  pthers,  who  admit 
their  existence,  have  resorted  to  explanations  which  appear  to  bd 
irreconcileable  with  the  ordinary  operation  of  mechanical  agents. 
With  respect  to  the  actual  occurrence  of  such  accidents,  the 
fi>llowing  instances  are  related  in  so  circumstantial  a  manner^ 
and  come  recommended  by  such  respectable  authority,  that  k 
seems  impossible  to  refuse  them  credit :  and  an  attempt,  there- 
fore,  to  assimilate  them  to  the  effect?  produced  by  other  known 
secaits,  and  to  assign  a  probable  explanation  of  the  mode  ia 
which  thev  may  be  occasioned,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed 
anacceptable  to  the  readers  of  the  Medical  Journal. 
tOL*  viir.  NO.  29.  A 


3  Mr  EDis'i  ObsenaiianM  on  AcciJcnis  Jan. 

**  There  is  a  singular  species  of  accident,  **  sap  Dr  Blane,  **  to 
which  engagements  at  sea  are  Uable,  caDed,  pcraaps  improperlji 
tie  wind  of  a  baU.  In  whatCTer  manner  it  is  accounted  tor,  h 
is  a  fact,  that  a  part  is  sometimes  sererely  hurt,  and  even  life 
destroyed,  without  any  visible  external  injuir  or  breach  of  parts, 
or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the  injury  proceeded. 
There  were  two  insunces,  in  the  hst  battle,  *  of  a  bollnissing 
close  to  the  stomach,  and  producing  instant  death.  Ine  one 
was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Oak,  Uie  other  a  common  sailor 
of  the  Bedford.  A  man  in  another  ship,  in  consequence  of  a 
ball  passing  close  to  his  belly,  remained  without  sense  or  motion 
for  some  time,  and  a  large  hvid  tumor  arose  on  the  part,  but  he 
recovered.  I  attended  a  man  at  the  hospital  at  Barbadoes,  who 
had  the  buttons  of  his  trowsers  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball, 
without  any  breach  in  the^kin.  The  pubes  was  lived  and  swelled 
for  some  time  after :  he  sufiered  exquisite  pain  from  strangury, 
which  seemed  to  proceed  from  a  paraksis  of  the  bladder ;  for 
he  voided  no  urine  without  a  catheter  tor  nearly  three  months, 
after  which  time  he  reooveredL  I  know  a  brave  young  officerf 
ih  the  army,  who  had  his  epaulette  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball 
at  Gharlestown,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  shoulder  and  ad« 
jacent  parts  of  the  neck  were  affected  for  some  time.  A  like 
accident  happened  to  a  marine  officer  in  one  of  the  late  engage- 
ments ;  but  in  neither  of  these  was  the  head  materially  affected, 
nor  is  it  so  apt  to  be  affected  in  this  way  as  -the  stomach.  I  never 
knew  death  the  consequence  of  the  wind  of  a  ball  on  the  head ; 
though  an  officer  X  in  the  Sultan,  at  the  battle  of  Grenada,  was 
so  stunned  by  a  shot  passing  close  to  his  temple,  as  to  be 
insensible  for  some  time,  but  he  recovered  entirely  in  a  few 
hours. " 

**  In  some  cases,  **  continues  DrBlane,^  <*  the  ^ones  sustained 
a  severe  injury  from  accidents  of  this  kind.  Two  instances  of 
it  have  come  to  my  knowledge:  the  one  was  an  olBcer,  who  fell 
down  during  an  engagement  without  any  obvious  cause.  Upon 
examination,  the  tni^  was  found  to  be  broken,  and  the  limb 
was  two  inches  shorter,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  bone 
being  pulverized,  as  it  were.  There  was  no  pain^  The  integu- 
ments were  not  in  the  least  injured  ;  so  that  this  appears  to  have 
been  what  is  called  the  *'  wind  of  a  baH,"  but  what  ought,  more 


♦  In  the  West  Indies,  April  1782. 

t  The  Hon.  Captain  Fitzroy,  now  Lord  Soutfaampiom 

\  Colonel  Markham. 
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pr(^rljr,  perhaps,  to  be  termed  the  brush  of  a  ball.  In  the  o-' 
ther  instance,  two  of  the  false-ribs  were  fractured  and  dislo- 
cated, with  very  little  visible  Affection  of  the  skin,  though  the 
clothes  were  torn.  This  accident  proved  fatal.  "  Dr  Blanc 
adds,  that  ^*  animals  are  aflfected  by  these  accidents  as  well  as 
men.  A  cow  in  the  Duke  was  killed  in  one  of  the  actions  ia 
April,  by  a  double-headed  shot  passing  dose  to  the  small  of  her 
Uck."* 

To  these  examples,  I  will  add  one  v^hich  I  lately  met  wi^h  ini 
a  small  provincial  work,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that,  "  durin^j  the 
hlockade  of  Pontefract  Castle,  in  the  year  \6^5y  by  the  Parlia- 
ment's army,  as  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and  Colonel  Forbes  were 
standing  and  conversing  togetiier,  a  cannon-;shot  from  the  castle 
passed  betwixt  them,  the  wittd  of  which  cast  them  both  to  the 
groopd.  Colonel  Forbes  lost  one  eye  by  .the  accident,  but  Sir 
Thomis  received  no  material  injury.  "  t 

By  the  favour  of  a  friend,  who,  at  my  request,  obtained  the 
particulars-  from  an  pfficer  of  rank  in  the  East  India  Company'^ 
service,  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  the  following  additional 
cases. — At  the  battle  of  Rohilcund,  in  the  year  1774,  a  cannon- 
shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  arlillery,  a^d  occasioned  much  blackness  in  both  thighs,  but 
without  producing  any  breach  in  the  skin.  A  similar  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  year  1781,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  the 
Ghauts,  where  a  shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  an  officer  of 
the  Bombay  establishment,  and  produced  effects  similar  to  those 
described  above.  3oth  these  officers  are  still  living  in  England, 
and  have  risen  to  high  stations  in  the  army.  At  the  siege  of 
Ba^ain,  near  Bombay,  in  the  year  1780,  a  sepoy,  who  was 
placed  in  the  trenches  to  look  out  for  shot,  was  too  late  in 
dipping:  and  a  shot,  in  consequence,  knocked  off  his  turban  in- 
to the  trench  behind  him.  The  sepoy  jumped  clown  to  pick  it 
up.  A  surgeon,  who  happened  to  be  near  the  ^pot,  immediate- 
ly went  to  him  ;  but  found,  on  examination,  that  the  head  was 
not  in  the  least  touched  by  the  bait.  From  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  however,  the  surgeon  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  the  man 
to  the  hospital ;  and  though  no  external  injury  could  be  dis- 
covered, die  man  died  in  less  than  48  hours  after  the  accident. 
The  officer  who  communicated  these  facts,  and  who  was  in  the 
trenches  at  the  time,  thinks  he  heard  it  said  that  the  surgeon, 
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*  Obfl.  on  tlie  l)is<^flses  of  Seamen,  p.  57i>,  ZA  cd. 
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(Boyd),  examined  the  sepoy's  head  after  death,  and  found  an 
effusion  of  blood. 

The  same  friend  has  informed  me  that  a  gentleman,  now  re^ 
sident  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  while  serving  as  an  officer 
hi  the  trenches  at  the  siege  of  Bergen- op- Zoom,  and  in  the  act 
of  stooping  to  assist  a  soldier  who  had  fallen,  lost  instanta^- 
neously  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  gradually  that  of  the  other, 
in  consequence  of  a  cannon-ball  passing  across  his  face,  but 
without  touching  it,  and  lodging  in  the  opposite  side  of  the 
trench. 

By  another  friend,  who  served  as  an  officer  at  the  siege  of 
Seringapatam,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  ^d 
battalion  of  Bengal  Volunteers,  when  standing  in  the  trenches 
before  that  place,  was  struck  down  by  a  cannon-ball  passing 
close  to  his  thigh,  which  was  rendered  perfectlj  black ;  but 
there  was  no  breach  of  the  external  skin,  nor  other  visible  sign 
of  injury.  In  another  instance,  a  ball  passed  close  to  the  face 
of  another  officer  of  the  same  battalion,  which  struck  hini 
down,  and  caused  a  blackness  of  the  side  of  the  face ;  but  pro* 
duced  no  other  sensible  injury.  The  same  gentleman,  however, 
informs  me,  that  Captain  M.  of  the  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  while 
serving  in  the  army  with  Lord  Lake  in  the  west  of  Incfia,  lost 
the  signt  of  both  eyes  by  the  passage  of  a  cannon- baQ  across  his 
face,  which,  however,  inflict^  no  external  mark  of  injury.  To 
these  instances  may  be  added  tliat  of  Colonel  M.,  of  the  Bengal 
Artillery,  who,  at  the  sie^  of  Seringapatam,  while  standing  in 
one  of  die  batteries,  and  looking  through  a  telescope  at  the  ene« 
my's  works,  at  the  distance  of  between  400  and  500  yards,  was 
struck  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  broke  his  fore-arm,  and  passed 
across  his  breast,  but  without  touching  it.  His  arm  was  ampu- 
tated above  the  elbow,  and  nothing  unfavourable  occurred  in 
the  operation.  He  died,  however,  in  a  few  days,  not,  as  was 
conceived,  from  the  effects  of  the  injury  done  to  the  arm,  but 
from  the  **  wind  of  the  ball, "  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon, acted  on  his  chest,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black, 
although  the  external  skin  remained  quite  sound.  All  these  in« 
stances  are  represented  to  have  created  much  discussion  among 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Indian  army ;  and  were  generally 
'considered  by  them  to  be  produced  by  what  has  been  called 
«the  "  wind  of  a  ball.  " 

I  have  been  anxious  to  collect  examples  of -these  accidents 
from  different  and  distant  sources,  since  they  afford  the  l>est 
means  of  counteracting  that  incredulity  with  which,  I  know, 
that  most  persons  are,  at  first;  disposed  to  regard  them  $.  but» 
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after  the  detail  which  has  now  been  ^ven^  I  cannot  but  thhik, 
with  Dr  Blane,  that  the  facts,  which  establish  their  occurrence, 
<<  do  not  admit  of  doubt. "  The  manner ^  however,  in  which  the 
efiects  are  produced  is,  he  adds,  matter  of  conjecture ;  but,  per- 
haps, it  is  owing  to  the  compression  and  tremor  of  the  air,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  bdl.  From  the 
circumstance  of  the  bones  being  sometimes  broken,  mere  }iroxi^ 
nuty^  according  to  him,  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  $ 
there  must  be  some  sort  of  contact ;  and  pernaps,  he  adds,  it  is 
ezpKcabie  as  follows :  "  It  has  been  ascertained  that  all  balls 
and  buiiets,  except  those  from  rifled  pieces,  have  a  rotatory  mo- 
tion in  tiieir  flight.  It  is  evident,  that  this  motion*  on  one  side 
of  the  ball,  will  coincide  with  the  direction  of  its  flight,  and  the 
other  will  be  in  the  opposite''  direction.  Now,  if  the  latter  side 
should  come  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  body,  it  is  conceiv- 
able that,  in  place  of  carrying  it  away,  it  would  roU  over  it,  as 
it  were,  and  only  make  a  contusion.  "  * 

Granting,  however,  that  tlie  air,  on  these  occasions,  suffers 
compression  and  tremor,  or  that  the  ball  itself  acquires  a  rota- 
tory motion  in  its  flight,  yet  many  of  the  effects  described  by 
Dr  Blane,  cannot,  with  any  probability,  be  attributed  to  the 
cq)eration  of  these  causes.  No  force,  for  example,  impressed 
upon  the  air,  nor  any  motion  communicated  to  a  ball,  can  enable 
these  agents,  in  a  mechanical  manner,  to  impair  vision,  paralyze 
the  bladder,  break  the  bones,  and  even  destroy  life,  without  in- 
flicting any  "  visible  external  injury,  or  breach  of  the  parts."  Some 
sort  of  contact,  inderd,  Dr  Blane  declares  to  be  necessary  ,*  but, 
surrounded  as  the  thigh* bone  is  with  inte^umental  and  muscular 
substance,  how  can  that  contact,  by  which  it  is  *^  pulverized,  ** 
lake  place,  <*  without  the  integuments  being  in  the  least  in- 
jured ?"  The  ordinary  efiect  of  a  canon-baU,  when  it  strikes 
the  body  at  a  very  considerable  distance,  is  to  wound  and  muti- 
late it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  $  but,  in  most  of  the  ei^amples 
above  given,  although  the  distance  seldom  exceeded  a  iev  hun- 
dred yards,  no  extenial  wound  was  made.  Even  spent  musket* 
balls,  when  incapable  of  hurting  the  bones,  often  penetrate  the 
soft  parts,  and  pursue  extraordinary  courses  in  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  resisted  and  turned  aside  by  the  bones.  In  some 
of  the  cases,  however,  which  have  just  been  quoted,  the  bones 
aJone  suffered;  while  the  soft  parts,  which  enveloped  them^ 
continued  sound.  These  facts,  in  common  with  many  others, 
«eem  clearly  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  to  the  contact^  but  to  the 


^  piseascs  of  3^amcn,  loc.  cit. 


6  Mi'  Ellis's  Observations  on  Accidents  Jan. 

proximity^  of  the  ball,  thaf  the  vi6l(*nt  effects,  described' above, 
are  truly  to  be  referred.  To  itie,  indeed,  these  accidents  ap- 
pear altop^cther  different  frrtrii  those  produced  by  tlie  operation  of 
ordinary  mechar  ical  a«Tertt«  j  attd  bear,  iti'aH  their  circiiitistatices, 
a  much  nearer  resemblance  (o  the  effects  whJch,  in  many  cases, 
Bticceed  to  the  action  of  atymspfieric  thctrtdfi/.  In  supjiort  df  thi^ 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  nddii'c^  the  following  examples. 

A  man  was  suddenly  attacked  with  ftlilure  of  sight',  and  a 
sense  of  fullness  and  uneasiness  iri  the  stomach,  which' he  fik^t 
felt  after  being  exposed  to  a  fldsh  c^f  Kglitning  :  hk  sifeht  gta*" 
dually  declined,  and,  although  no  altci^ati6n  occurred  in  the 
state  of  his  pulSe  or  skin,  he  conHnued  to  g^ow  worse,  artd  died 
on  the  fifth  day.  On  opening  the  body,  all  the  viscera^  except 
the  ston^ach,  were  apparently  sound  j  but  that  oi*gan  seemed  to 
be  in  a  mortified  state.  This  state,  it  is  added;  wa^  doubtless 
occiiiiioned  by  the  flash  of  lightning,  and  yet  no  mark  was  visi- 
ble on  the  teguments  of  the  body,  through  ^hich  the  jeJectric 
mattef  must  have  passed.  *  The  loss  of  sense  attd  mblidn;  and 
the  formation  of  livid  inarks,  which' have  been  ascribed  lo  the 
**  wind  of  a  ball, "  are  likewise  common  cortseqiiertces  of  the 
opej-ation  oV  lightning.  In  one  fatal  case,  recorded  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions,  the  electric  matter  entered  the  body 
inidcr  the  left  ear,  and  passed  down  the  back,  which  it  rendered 
as  "  black  as  ink. "  f  In  a  second  instance,  sei?isation  and  circu- 
lation seemed  to  be  suspended  by  a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  it 
left  a  black  mark  on  the  thigh,  which  disappeared  ifi  a  few  days, 
and  sensation  also  returned.  J  In  a  third  case,  a[  man  \vas 
struck  dead  by  lightning,'  and  Iris  body  was  rendered  totally 
black:  his  clothes  were  torn,  but  no  particular  flesh  wotind  was 
made.  ||  The  circumstances  of  the  buttons  beiiig  torn  frorft  the 
clothes,  and  the  epaulettes  carried  away  by  the  "  wind  of  a 
ball, "  are  likewise  analogous  to  the  effects  sometimes  produced 
by  lightning ;  for,  in  the  foregoing  cases,  the  metdlic  sub- 
stances, about  the  persons  struck,  was,  in  some  instances  fus^d: 
in  others;  it  was  torn  from  the  clothes  j  and  in  others  k  re* 
jnained  uninjured.  Lastly,  the  fracture  of  the  bones,  witliout 
injury  to  the  skin,  is  also  affected  by  the  agency  of  lightning: 
Thus  a  person  at  Troves  was  killed  by  Hghtriingi  and  bis  bones 
were  found  broken,  without  any  appearance  of  external  hijUfy. 
Muschcnbrbek  relates  a  similar  feet  that  came  within  his  oWU 


•  Siminons's  Med.  Facts,  vol.  viii. 
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lokowledge.  During  n  thunder- storm,  the  ligbtninff  struck  a 
flock  of  sheep,  which  were  all  instantly  killed,  and  their  bones 
broken  into  minute  pieces  and  dispersed  through  the  flesh,  with- 
out any  external  lesion.*  Extraordinary  as  these  facts  may 
seem,  they  will  perhaps  appear  less  wonderful  to  those  who  have 
experienced  a  smart  shock  from  a  common  electrical  machine, 
in  which,  although  no  eflRsct  is  produced  on  the  skin,  a  momen- 
tary sensation  of  iracture  is  communicated  by  the  bones,  arising, 
na  doubt,  from  their  imperfectly  conducting  power ;  while  the 
sofl;  parts,  by  jrielding  a  ready  trimsit  to  the  subtile  matter,  im- 
part no  such  feeling. 

The  fbregmng  facts  sufiiciently  prove,  that  all  the  peculiar 
Elects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  *^  wind  of  a  ball, ''  are  likewise 
occasioned  by  the  varied  operation  of  atmospheric  electricity  ; 
for,  in  both  cases,  persons  are  suddenly  struck  down  with  loss 
of  sense  and  motion,  vision  is  impaired  or  irreparably  injured, 
the  body  is  discoloured,  the  nerves  paralyzed,  the  bones  broken, 
and  even  life  destroyed,  "  without  aiw  visible  external  injury  or 
breach  of  parts,  or  any  appearance  oi  the  body  from  whence  the 
injury  proceeded.  '*  The  &ct,  also,  of  metallic  matter  being 
torn  from  the  clothes,  without  the  ball  baring  actually  touched 
them,  is  a  circumstance  so  tnily  electrical,  as  to  be  almost  of  it- 
cdf  sufficient  to  identify  the  nature  of  the  agents  by  which  such 
eflfects  are  produced.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that 
many  of  the  eflfects  above  mentioned,  both  in  tneir  nature  and 
in  the  mode  of  their  occurrence,  are  such  as  cannot  be  occa- 
sioned by  any  ordinary  mechanical  agent;  and  must  therefore 
be  attributed  to  the  operation  of  electricity,  or  of  some  subtile 
matter,  possessed  of  similar  powers.  Are  there  then  sufficient 
reasons  lor  beliering  that  electric,  or  other  similar  matter,  exists 
in  the  air,  and  may  be  accumulated  or  developed,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  a  cannon-ball,  in  a  quantity  adequate  to  produce  the  ex* 
traordinary  effects  ascribed  to  the  <*  wind  of  a  ball  ?  ** 

It  is  known  that  electric  matter  is  abundantly  difiiised  through 
the  atmosphere,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  is  often  accumulated  in 
a  quantity  sufficient  to  produce  the  roost  violent  effects  $  but  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  reasonably  maintained,  that  a  cannon-ball, 
in  its  flight  through  so  small  a  portion  of  air,  is  able,  by  fric- 
tion or  other  means,  to  collect,  from  this  source  alone,  electri- 
city sufficient  to  produce  the  accidents  ascribed  to  the  <*  wind  of 
a  ball.;' 

Besides,  however,  yielding  the  electricity  which  may  be  dif- 

^  ^sAmpnu'^  Uiat  of  the  Atmosphere,  vol  ii.  p.  309. 
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fused  through  it,  many  facts  show  that  a  subtile  matter,  possess^ 
ing  electrical  propertiesi  may  be  developed  from  the  air  by  the 
operations  of  chemical  action.  Chemists  nave  amply  proved,  that 
all  permanently  elastic  fiu]d3  owe  their  gaseous  form  to  the  pre* 
sence' of  caloric  in  a  Idttiit  state  $  and  that,  when  the  elasticity 
of  the  gas  is  reduced  or  overcome,  its  latent  caloric  is  more  or 
less  set  free.  The  oxygenous  portion  of  our  atmosphere  con- 
tains a  large  quantity  of  this  la^nt  h^a^  And  when,  in  combus- 
tipn  or  other  chemical  operations,  this  gas  loses  its  elasticityt 
its  caloric  is  developed,  and  exhibited  in  a  sensible  sute. 

But  this  subtile  or  calorific  matter,  which  oxygen  gas  is  thua 
capable  of  agbrding,  may  be  made  to  exhibit  the  properties  of  the 
electric  fluid  ;  for  X)r  \yollaston  found  that  this  gas  contributed 
to  the  production  of  electricity,  bv  entering  into  combination 
with  the  amalgam  of  the  rubber  of  the  machine ;  and  that,  when 
the  machine  was  diuly  insulated,  no  electricity  was  developed^ 
either  if  the  olry^en  gas  was  withdrawn,  or  if  an  amalgam,  in- 
capable of  oxidation,  was  employed :  ^ — facts  which  seem  clearly 
to  prove,  that  the  air  contains,  in  a  latent  state,  electric,  or  other 
similar  matter ;  and  that  it  yields  this  matter,  in  a  sensible  state, 
when,  in  these  instances',  it  enters  into  chemical  combinatiun* 

Farther,  a  subtile  matter,  resembling  in  its  properties  the  elec^ 
trie  fluid,  is  developed  from  the  air,  when  its  elasticity  is  redu- 
ced by  mecfiamcal  means.  3y  simply  doubling  the  ordinary  den- 
sity of  the  air,  Mr  Dalton  found  that  caloric  was  disengaged  su(^ 
iicient  to  raise  the  temperature  several  degrees ;  f  and  in  the 
greater  apd'  more  rapid  condensation  to  which  the  air  is  submit- 
ted in  an  air  gun,  a  flash  of  light  is  sometimes  visible,  as  Mr 
Fletcher  observed.  %  M.  Mollet  farther  remarked,  that  combus- 
tible substances  were  readily  inflamed  in  a  condensing  syringe,  by 
a  few  strokep  of  the  piston ;  $  and  in  subsequent  experiments  of 
M.  Biot,  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gases,  mingled  m  the  proportions 
proper  to  io^m  water,  afforded,  by  their  rapid  condensation, 
subtile  matter  sufficient  to  inflame  tliem,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  the  same  phenomena,  as  the  electric  spark  operates.  |^ 
\Vitbout  con^nding,  therefore,  for'the  absolute  identity  of  calo- . 
ric  and  the  electric  fluid,  these  facts  must  be  allowed  to  prove 
J-hat  a  subtile  psatter,  exhibiting  the  appearances  and  possessing 
the  distinguishing  properties  ot  that  fluid,  exists  in  gaseous  bo^ 

•  Fhil.  Tnns.  ISOl,  p.  433. 
^  f  Manchester  Meinoin,  vol.  v. 
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II  Hauy*8  Traitc  de  Fbjs.  tfivpu  ii.  p.  ^52, 
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dies ;  and  ibat  it  may  be  developed  by  reducing  their  elasticity, 
whether  this  be  accomplifthed  by  chemical  or  mechanical  means. 
Is  it  then  probable  that  a  cannon- ball,  in  its  flight  throu^rh  the 
air,  acts  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  develop  and  accumu- 
late a  quantity  of  this  subtile  matter  ? 

By  those  philosophers^  who  have  particularly  directed  their 
attention  to  the  motion  of  projectiles^  we  are  informed,  that 
dastic  fluids,  as  that  of  the  atmosphere,  do  not  quickly  fill  up 
the  space  quitted  by  the  body  in  motion,  but  condense  more  and 
more  before  it  the  quicker  it  moves.  From  the  experiments  of 
Dr  Hutton,  it  appears,  that  a  cannon  ball,  of  about  two  inches 
in  diameter,  moving  with  the  velocity  of  1000  feet  per  second, 
encounters  a  resistance  from  the  air  equal  to  350  ounces  ;  while 
the  resistance  opposed  to  the  same  ball,  when  moving  with  a 
double  velocity,  is  equal  to  i5b9  ounces,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  great.  *  By  this  increasing  resistance,  and  ^Qj^scquent 
condensation  of  the  air,  its  latent  caloric  will  necessity  be  de- 
veloped ;  and  as  this  subtile  matter  has  been  shown,  in  so  many 
of  its  properties,  (o  resemble  the  electric  fluid,  it  may,  like  it,  be 
supposed  to  accumulate  in  the  ball,  and  be  carried  forward  with 
it,  either  till  the  velocity  of  the  ball  so  much  diminish  as  to  per- 
mit its  gradual  diffusion,  or  till,  like  the  electric  fluid,  it  be  sud- 
denly drawn  off*,  in  the  passage  of  the  ball,  by  some  less  highly- 
charged  conducting  substance.  In  the  latter  event,  it  may,  ac- 
cording to  its  intensity,  produce  those  accidents  already  related  ; 
and  hence  the  effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  mnd  of  a  baU^  may 
be  considered  as,  in  their  nature,  truly  elrcfncal,  and  as  really 
caused  by  the  agency  of  the  suhtile  matter  developed  by  the  ca«- 
densation  of  ike  air  during  the  projectile's  rapid  motion. 

I  may  add,  that  those  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  the 
calorific  matter,  developed  by  the  condensation  of  a  few  cubic 
inches  of  air,  in  a  common  syringe,  will  readily  conceive  what 
may  be  the  operation  of  a  24  pounder,  the  section  of  whose 
great  circle  is  about  25  square  inches,  and  which,  therefore,  in 
a  flight  of  SOO  yards,  or  about  point-blanc  range,  must,  in  half  a 
second  of  time,  act  upon  and  displace  156  cubic  foet  of  air. 

But  this  accumulation  of  snbtile  matter,  which  has  been  thus 
supposed  to  attend  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball,  can,  in  consis- 
tency with  the  principles  above  stated,  occur  only  in  the  earlier 
period  of  its  flight ;  since  it  then  not  only  acts  on  a  greater 
quantity  of  air  in  a  shorter  time,  but  this  air,  by  its  greater  re^ 
sistance  then,  also  suffcTs  greater  condensation. .  At  very  small 


*  Htttloii*s  Ffail.  Diet  ToL  il  p.  365. 
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distances,  also,  it  is  probable  that,  although  the  initial  velocity 
of  the  ball  be  so  prreat,  yet  no  oonsidemble  accumulation  of  sub* 
tile  matter  ^iil  take  place,  because  sufficient  space  will  not  have 
been  traversed  to  enable  the  air  to  afford  it  j   whik,  at  very 
|i;rcat  distances,  as  the  velocity  declines,  the  resistance  diminish- 
es, and  the  air  will  then  no  longer  be  condensed  in  a  degree  suf* 
iicient  to  yield  its  latent  calorific  matter.     It  is  possible  also  that, 
in  a  very  moist  atmosphere,  no  great  accumulation  will  arise, 
because  the  conducting  and  dispei*sing  property  of  the  air,  may 
then  nearly  or  quite  equal  the  condensing  and  accumulating 
power  of  the  ball ;  while,  in  a  very  dry  atmosphere,  less  subtiie 
matter  will  be  carried  off,  and  more,  therefore,  will  remain  in 
tlie  ball ;  and  thes^  considerations  may,  perhaps,  explain  the  ap- 
parent fact  of  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  such  accidents  in 
the  East  and  M'^est  Indie?,  than  in  Europe.     Lastly,  We  may 
add,  that  most  of  the  accidents,  ascribed  to  the  ^'  wind  of  a 
ball, "  seem  to  occur  in  sea-engagements,  or  in  the  operation  of 
sieges,  in  both  of  which  the  contending  parties  fight  often  with- 
in point'hianc  range,  and  the  ball  proceeds  nearly  in  a  horizontal 
course ;  but,  in  land  battles,  from  the  greater  distance  at  which 
the  artillery  is  usually  served,  and  the  consequent  elevation  giv^ 
to  the  piece,  the  ball  is  at  once  carried  out  of  the  horizontal  path, 
and  does  not  again  come  near  its  object,  until  its  velocity  is  so 
much  spent  as  to  disable  it  from  proaucing  on  the  air  those  de- 
fects which  attend  its  more  rapid  motion. 

I  shall  conclude  by  observing,  that  the  opinion  which  I  have 
thus  ventured  to  bring  forward,  respecting  tlie  electrical  nature 
of  the  eS^ect  sometimes  produced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball, 
might,  I  conceive,  without  difficulty,  be  submitted  to  actual  ex- 
periment;  and  should  these  observations  fall  under  the  notice  of 
any  of  the  ingenious  and  scientific  persons  connected  with  the 
ordnance  department,  who  have  freouent  opportunities,  and  may 
desire  to  matee  it,  to  such  persons  tne  means  of  execution,  and 
the  precautions  required^  will,  after  what  has  been  stated,  rea- 
dily suggest  themselves. 

EdinhurgJiy  20th  November  1811. 
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Histortf  of  a  Case  of  fmpracticahle  Labour^  in  which  the  Casarean 
Operation  'mas  performed^     By  George  Kellie,  M.D« 

T  ATE  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  3d  of  July  181 1,  I  was  re- 
-"-^  qtiested  by  Mrs  M'*Laren,  midwife  in  Leith,  to  visit  Mrs  M. 
who  had  been  in  labour  under  her  care  since  an  early  hour  of  the 
same  morning. 

She  informed  me  that  the  waters  hid  come  off  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour ;  that  although  the  pains  had  continued 
vrith  great  regularity  and  smartness,  she  was  not  sensible  that  the 
presenting  part,  which  she  believed  to  be  the  breech,  had  made  any 
progress ;  and  that,  hnving  reason  to  suspect  an  uncommon  nar- 
rowness of  the  pelvis,  sho  had  judged  my  assistance  necessary. 

On  examination,  I  found  tlie  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  though  di- 
minished, sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  introduction  of  my  hand, 
which  immediately  encountered  a  round  and  resisting  tumor, 
which,  for  a  moment,  imposed  upon  me  for  the  head  of  the 
child,  advanced  within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  which  I  soon 
discovered  to  be  the  preternatural  projection  of  the  sacrum  and 
lumbar  vertebrae.  Coursing  my  fingers  beyond  this,  I,  with 
considerable  difficulty,  was  enabled  to  reach  tne  os  uteri  towards 
the  left  side,  and  to  feel  with  the  point  of  one  finger  the  present- 
ing part  of  the  child,  which  I  concluded  to  be  one  of  the  hips, 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  Passing  then  my  finger  in  the  di- 
rection between  the  acetabulum  and  the  projection  of  the  sacrum, 
I  found  the  space  so  much  confined,  that,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, it  could  tittle,  if  at  all,  exceed  two  inches :  on  the  right 
side  it  seemed  even  less  than  this  measurement;  and  pressing  my 
finger  forward  towards  the  pubes,  I  found  that  it  could  barely  be 
admitted  into  a  space  at  the  symphysis,  formed  by  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  two  bones. 

On  inquiring  into  the  previous  history  of  this  unfortunate  wo- 
man, I  learned  the  following  particulars  from  herself,  and  Mrs 
M*  Laren  who  had  attended  lier  on  former  occasions.  Her  age  is 
twenty  seven  years.  She  has  been  married  ten  years,  and  has 
home  four  Hving  children,  the  laht  a  little  more  than  three  years 
x3go«  Between  five  and  six  years  back,  being  pregnant  of  her 
third  child,  and  indeed  for  some  time  previous  to  tliis,  she  suf- 
fered much  from  what  was  deemed  a  rheumatism  of  the  loins  and 
hips  5  she  walked  with  pain;  and  her  gait  was  lame  and  unsteady. 
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Slie  weiit«  however,  her  full  time,  and  had  an  easy  and  natural 
labour;  but  after  recovery,  her  lameness  became  so  great,  that 
she  could  hardly  put  a  foot  to  the  ground. 

Early  in  May  1808,  she  was  again  delivered  by  Mrs  McLaren 
of  a  living  child,  after  a  labour  which,  tliough  natural,  was  more 
severe  and  protracted  than  u&ual :  And  the  observations  made  by 
Mrs  M'Laren  on  this  occasion,  led  her  to  conclude  that  the  pel- 
vis had  already  l)ecome  somewhat  mishapen,  and  to  dread  more 
formidable  c  ifficulties  in  the  event  of  a  future  labour*  From  this 
time  to  the  present,  or  for  upwards  of  three  years,  Mrs  M.  has 
been  confined  entirely  to  bed,  unable  even  to  turn  herself  from 
one  side  to  anoihcr,  or  to  raise  herself  from  her  pillow  without  be- 
injj:  assifcited.  Her  lower  extremities  have  for  some  time  been 
quite  paralytic.  She  is  greatly  emaciated,  and  her  general  health 
IS  much  impaired  by  continued  suffering,  and  inevitable  confine* 
ment  to  bed.  Yet,  m  this  deplorable  condition,  she  again  became 
pregnant,  and  without  accidents  she  has  attained  her  full  time. 
At  this  my  first  vibit,  the  labour-pains  had  considerably  relaxed; 
they  were  feeble,  and  the  intervals  of  ease  long ;  she  was  neither 
much  heated  nor  fatigued,  and  her  pulse,  which  did  not  exceed  a 
hundred,  tolerably  good.  The  opinion  I  then  gave  to  the  midwife 
was,  that  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  was  so  great,  that  natural 
and  unassisted  labour  was  utterly  impossible  \  that  it  was  even 
doubtful  if  the  child  could  by  any  means  be  extracted  fer  viSs 
nafuralcs;  that,  as  yet,  however,  the  os  uteri  was  but  partiallv 
dilated,  the  presenting  part  still  high  above  the  brim  of  the  peK- 
vis,  and  barely  cognizable ;  and  that,  as  the  patient  seemed  litde 
fatigued  or  exhausted,  it  was  most  adviseable  to  wait  a  little,  till, 
by  a  continuance  of  more  effectual  labour,  the  os  uteri  should  be- 
come wider  and  more  yielding,  and  tlie  presentation  should  come 
more  within  reach,  when,  if  practicable,  I  might  endeavour  to 
deliver  her  by  the  crotchet  Meanwhile,  I  recommended  that 
the  patient's  strength  should  be  economized  and  supported  by 
some  light  nourishment,  by  a  soothing  and  encouraging  deport- 
ment, and  by  a  free  ventilation  of  her  small  apartment.  The  blad* 
der  and  rectum  had  been  lately  emptied.  1  left  her,  therefore, 
for  the  present,  requesting  the  midwife  to  caII  me  whenever  she 
should  deem  it  necessary,  or  when,  from  the  state  of  the  labour, 
she  bhould  think  my  assistance  could  be  useful,  consistently  with 
the  opinion  given  of  the  case. 

When  I  called  next  morning,  I  learned  that,  with  occasional 
intervals  of  ease,  the  labour  pains  had  been  regular,  frequent^ 
and  urgent.  Yet,  on  examination,  so  far  from  finding  that  any 
advantage  had  been  gained,  or  progress  made,  since  I  had  left 
her,  I  could  not  now  bring  my  finger  to  touch  any  presenting 
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part,  and  I  was  more  convinced  that  the  deFonnity  wa^  such  as 
to  render  delivery  by  the  pelvis  impracticible.  The  patient  was 
now  hot,  thirsty,  and  restless;  her  pulse  was  beating  120,  and 
she  was  complaining  of  fatigue,  wirh  sickne^^H  and  vomitinj^.  Be- 
sides Mrs  McLaren,  oripnally  in  attendance.  I  foum!  in  the  rc>oin 
Mrs  Craig,  another  intelligent  and  i^spier*t ible  midwife;  and  I 
explained  to  them«  and  to  the  husband,  the  view  I  enterttiinod 
of  the  state  and  event  of  this  most  distre*<»i»'g  cise  ;  ali  the  cir- 
cumstances of  which  oppoj^ed  the  possibility  of  delivery  by  any 
other  means  than  the  Cassarean  section,  by  which  indeed,  the 
chUd,  if  yet  alive,  might  be  saved,  though  there  secmel  no  like- 
lihood of  the  woman  surviving  an  operation  which  had  hitherto 
proved  in  this  country  so  fatal  in  iu  issue,  even  when  performed 
under  far  more  auspicious  signs.  Still,  however,  it  affbrdel  the 
only  chance  which  she  had ;  and  undelivered,  both  mother  and 
child  must  inevitably  perish. 

With  this  viewof  tne  case  before  them,  I  bcflrged  them  to  de- 
liberate with  the  patient's  friends,  and  then  to  state  the  circum- 
stances to  herself;  and  if  the  chances  held  out  by  the  operation 
were  accipted,  to  add,  that  I  sh-mld  provide  myself  with  the  ne- 
cessary assistance,  and  be  ready  to  ))erform  it  ^  or,  if  farther  opi- 
nion, advice,  or  consultaticm  was  desired,  that  it  might  be  had 
without  loss  of  time 

The  result  was,  that  the  patient  and  her  friends,  towards  even- 
ing, became  willing  to  submit  to  any  measures,  however  doubt- 
ful, which  a£Porded  a  chance  of  saving  one  or  both  lives.  As  was 
desired  by  them,  Dr  Thomas  Anderson  now  very  obligingly  vi- 
sited her  along  with  me^  and  after  a  deliberate  examination,  de- 
clared his  opinion  abo  to  be,  that  delivery,  per  vias  naiurala^ 
was  impracticable. 

With  an  affecting  resignation  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  the  operation  waf>  now  fully  agreed  to  $  and  between  nine 
and  ten  of  the  evening,  assisted  by  Drs  Thomas  and  Charles  An- 
derson, Charles  and  iSain  Cheyne,  I  proceeded  to  perform  it. 

The  line  of  incision  was  on  the  edge  of  the  left  rectus  muscle, 
extending  from  two  inches  and  a  half  above  the  navel,  to  four 
below  it  The  integuments  being  th  us  divided  to  the  exten  t  of  six 
inches  and  a  half,  I  opened  the  poritonseum  at  the  upper  extremi- 
ty of  the  incision,  and  by  means  of  a  probe-pointed  bistoury, 
guarded  by  ray  finger,  slit  this  membrane  open  to  the  same  ex- 
tent :  in  the  same  manner  I  divided  the  uterus,  and  then  with 
my  fingers  mptured  the  membranes.  The  fehoulders  and  neck  of 
the  chdd  were  exposed,  and  an  elbow  and  arm  immediately  pro^ 
truded  ;  the  presentation  towards  the  pelvis  was  the  breech.  I 
extracted  the  child,  after  liberating  the  head  from  the  upper  parr 
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of  the  uterus ;  and  to  my  ffr^at  satisfactiont  the  infant,  a  boy  of 
full  size,  was  born  alive.  The  placenta  was  instantly  and  easily 
delivered;  the  uterus  contracted  vigorously  round  my  hand;  and 
no  haemorrhage  occurred  during  the  whole  operation,  either  to 
embarrass  me,  or  to  affect  the  patient.  The  only  embarrassing 
occurrence  was  a  considerable  protrusion  of  die  intestines,  which 
immediately  followed  the  subsidence  of  the  womb ; — and  we  re- 
marked that  these  were  already  affected  with  inflammation. 

Nothing  else  opposed  for  a  moment  the  necessary  dressings. 
The  integuments  were  soon,  however,  united  .by  the  interrupted 
suture,  and  farther  secured  in  apposition  with  straps  of  adhesive 

I)laster.  Compresses  and  bandage  were  tlien  applied,  so  as  firm- 
y  and  equally  to  compress  aud  sustain  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men. 

The  patient  sustained  the  operation  with  great  fortitude.  Nor 
did  she,  afler  it,  appear  more  remarkably  low  and  fatigued  than 
before.  Her  pulse  was  tolerably  firm,  and  did  not  exceed  It^O. 
The  stomach  however  was  more  afflicted  with  severe  ffforts  to 
Tomit,  so  frequently  renewed,  that  nothing  for  a  while  ccHild  be 
brought  to  remain.  An  opiate  adminbtered  by. the  mouth  })e- 
ing  also  rejected,  three  grains  of  opium  were  pushed  op  the 
rectum :  and  in  no  long  tame  the  st4;imach  becasie  more  settled. 
AVhen  I  left  her  about  midnight,  she  had  retained,  several  spoon- 
fuls of  panadu,  and  seemed  tolerably  easy  and  composed. 

The  child  who  aome  time  after  bis  birth  appeared  jcather  low, 
and  somewhat  oppressed  in  bis  breathings  was  by  this  time  re- 
covered, and  dressed.  He  had  pui;gedy  and  passed  urine ;  and 
when  I  took  my  leave,  he  was  sucking  very  heartily^  a  nei|ghbour 
who  had  been  delivered  a  fortnight  ago  havijig  proffered  him  her 
breast. 

Stk  Juli/j  9  A.  M. — She  has  had  some  quiet  sleep,  and  ha; 
upon  the  whole  been  much  easier  and  composed  than  was  icx- 
pected.  The  stomach  has  given  lier  less  sdisturbance ;  and  she 
has  taken  and  retained  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  pieceof  toasted  bread 
for  breakfast.  She  has  urined  once ;  and  there  ia  some  appear- 
ance of  lochial  discharge  per  vaginatn.  She  is  iperfisctly  compos- 
ed, and  says  she  has  suffered  nothing  but  a  few  occasional  pains, 
which  she  considered  as  after  pains.  Slie  cpipplains  of  nausea, 
and  thirst,  which  she  is  afraid  to  indulge  on  account  of  the  dis- 
position to  retching.  The  skin  does  not  feel  very  hot,  nor  is  the 
tongue  arid  or  foul ;  but  her  cheeks  have  a  fluslicd  and  hectic 
circumscription,  and  the  pulse  is  sharp,  and  about  130. 

With  regard  to  the  child,  I  learnt  that  bis  breathing  bad  become 
more  oppressed ;  that  he  seemed  low  and  sick,  and  had  lately  re- 
fused the  breast.     I  found  him  for  from  well ;  and  as  he  had  not 
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again  pmi^,  and  by  his  manner  of  crying  seemed  pained  in  hh 
bowels,  the  midwife  had  just  giren  him  a  carminative  injection. 
I  ordered  his  belly  to  be  fomented,  and  that  a  tea  spoonfiil  of 
castor-oil  should  be  given.  12  o*clock.«*— When  I  caHed  at  noon« 
I  fovnd  Mrs  M.  considerably  worse  than  in  the  morning,  bhe 
was  Tomkii^  almost  incessantly,  and  her  stomach  could  retnin 
nothing.  The  pulse  was  not  more  frequentf  but  feebler  than  in 
the  morning.  She  complained  of  faintness  and  languor,  but  not 
of  pain.  Neither  did  the  belly  feel  more  tense,  and  gentle  pres- 
sure on  the  abdomen  occasioned  her  no  distress.  I  prescribed  a 
mixtnre  of  cinnamon  water,  with  ^pt.  ammoniie  and  laudanum^ 
to  be  given  in  doses  of  a  spoonful  eveiy  hour  till  some  refi<^f  was 
dbtainad. 

The  child  too  seemed  now  in  great  danger.  He  was  low  and 
nneasy ;  his  breathiag  continued  oppressed,  and  he  had  snfiered 
two  or  three  convulsive  fits. 

2  P.  M. — The  child  expired  about  half  an  hour  ap;o.  The 
snother  seems  sinking  fi»t.  Her  stomach  continues  to  reject 
every  thing  swallowed.  She  is  perfectly  calm  aud  sensible. 
The  features  however  are  more  collapsed,  the  countenance  ia 
iteixioiisy  and  the  pulse  is  more  frequent  and  more  feeble;  bet 
she  compkins  not  of  pain.  The  fiioe  and  bands  are  bedowed 
with  a  diammy  sweat ;  she  is  resdess,  and  likes  to  have  her  pos- 
fore  changed.  Her  bead  is  at  present  raised  and  recliniog  on 
the  breast  of  an  attendant,  and  she  tries  to  assic^t  in  supporting 
herself  with  one  hand.  The  picture  of  approaching  dissolution 
need  not  here  be  dwelt  upon.  She  expired  a  liitie  aller  5  o'clock 
this  evening. 

Dissection. — The  abdomen  appeared  awoUen  and  tense,  but  not 
dHeoloared.  The  side's  of  the  wound  were  in  exact  appostiion« 
and  externally  no  discharge  or  exudation  could  be  perceived.  In- 
ternally, there  was  a  small  circumscribed  eSusion  of  coagulated 
lymph  and  blood  between  the  peritonceum  and  subjacent  bowels 
hnmediately  under  and  aroimd  the  external  incision.  The  intes- 
tines were  vaseuhr,  and  pretty  generally  red  and  suffused  from 
mflammation.  There  was  a  trifling  eihibion  of  bloody  serum  in- 
to the  abdominal  cavity.  The  uterus  did  not  seem  larger  than 
what  is  natural  at  the  same  period  after  delivery.  The  sides  of 
the  incision  were  tumid,  livid,  and  not  in  contact,  but  separated 
for  half  an  inch.  Its  cavity  contained  no  coagulum.  The  decl« 
dua  was  livid,  easily  rubbed  off,  and,  with  the  lochia,  extremely 
iittid.  But  the  most  interesting  object  of  this  dissection  was  to 
secure  the  pelvis,  and  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  tLc 
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deformity  which  had  oppo^ed  delivery  by  the  natund  pasaagp, 
and  authorized  the  section  of  the  womo. 

Descriptiwi  of  the  I^elvis.'-^The  last  lumbar  Tertebra,  and  the 
upper  portion  or  body  of  the  sacruniy  are  protruded  forwards  and 
downwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  and  a  part  even  of  the 
fourth  lumbar  vertebra  has  fallen  below  the  plane  of  the  brim. 
The  alae  of  the  ilia  are  folded  or  bent  in  such  a  way  that  each 
bone  has  the  appearance  of  being  farmed  of  two  planes  meeting 
at  right  angles :  The  inferior  planes,  or  portions  of  the  bones* 
with  the  aceubula,  fall  inwards  upon  the  pt  Ivis :  And  immediately 
over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  the  bodies  of  the  ossa  pubis  are  dis- 
solved or  fractured,  and  bent  in  such  waj  that  the  iliac  portions 
are  also  carried  inwards  with  the  ossa  ilii  upon  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  while  the  symphysis  pubis  is  made  to  project  outwards  by 
the  parallel  approximation  of  the  anterior  halves  of  the  bones. 
Thus,  by  the  projection  of  the  two  lower  lumbar  vertebi-a^  and 
sacrum,  by  the  folding  of  the  ossa  ilii,  and  the  fracture  of  the 
ossa  pubis,  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  has  become  remarkably  distort- 
ed, and  lessened  in  all  its  dimensions. 

On  the  left  side,  the  greatest  linear  distance  between  the  ilium 
and  spine  is  just  one  inch  and  two-tenths,  stretching  from  above 
the  acetabulum  to  the  lower  part  of  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra ; 
and  on  the  right  side,  the  space  does  not  exceed  eightptenlhs  of 
an  inch.  A  line  drawn  across  the  fractured  parts  of  the  ossa 
pubis,  exactly  over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  measures  eight-t^uha 
of  an  ineh,  and  marks  the  approximation  of  the  bodies  of  the  two 
bones :  And  the  distance  between  the  middle  of  this  line  and  the 
lumbar  vertebra,  which  lies  immediately  behind  it,  is  just  one  ineb 
and  two*tenths. 

The  largest  transverse  diameters  of  this  pelvis  are  lines  extend- 
ing from  the  fractures  of  the  pubes  to  tne  opposite  sacro-iiiec 
symphyses ;  and  are  found  to  be  on  the  ri^lit  side  four  inches^ 
and  on  the  left  four  inches  and  two-tenths  oi  an  inch. 

The  distortion  of  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  is  no  less  remarkable 
than  that  oi  the  brim,  though  its  dimensions  are  not  so  confined. 
The  rami  of  the  pubes  and  ischia  have  been  soiiened  and 
thinned  by  absorption  of  osseous  matter,  and  are  much  bent  and 
distorted.  The  sacrum  appears  doubled  upon  itself,  the  lower 
half  being  suddenly  inflected  upwards,  so  that,  with  the  coccyx* 
it  fiurly  enters  the  pelvis,  and  becomes  almost  parallel  to  the  su- 
perior part  of  the  sacrum,  at  its  junction  with  the  inferior  lumbar 
vertebra.  The  point  of  the  coccyx  is  indeed  exactly  opposite 
to  the  cartilage  which  inter*articulatcs  the  sacrum  and  labt  ver- 
tebra of  th^  loins ;  and  the  linear  distance  between  the  cotcy- 
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gial  extremity }  and  this  inter^articular  cartilage  to  wliich  it  is 
opposed,  is  somewhat  less  than  an  inch. 

A  line  drawn  from  tlie  point  of  the  coccyx  to  the  symphysis 
pobis  measures  exactly  three  inches  and  four^tentlis ;  but  if  car« 
ried  no  iarther  tlian  the  line  stretching  from  the  fracture  of  the 
pubes  of  one  side  to  that  of  the  other,  and  which  line  in  truth 
completes  the  brim  of  the  contracted  pelvis,  it  does  not  exceed 
the  length  of  two  inches  two^tenths.  From  the  spinous  process 
of  the  ischium  of  the  right  side  to  the  point  of  the  coccyx,  the 
distance  is  two  inches ;  and  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  left 
ischium,  to  the  same  point,  just  one  inch*  The  space  between 
the  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  is  two  inches  seven*tenths  $  and  be- 
tween the  spinous  processes  three  inches  three* ten tlis. 

The  bones  in  general,  and  more  especially  the  als  ilii,  the  ossai 
pubis^  and  the  rami  of  the  ischia,  were  rough  and  somewhat  flexi-« 
blc ;  and  the  difierent  pieces  of  wbicli  the  pelvis  is  composed  were 
loosely  articulated,  and  to  a  certain  extent  moveable  on  each  o* 
ther.  With  the  assistance  of  the  annexed  engraving,  and  diagram^ 
the  description  of  the  pelvis,  and  ail  its  peculiarities,  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  The  original  I  have  placed  in  the  collection  of  ' 
Dr  James  Hamilton,  the  distinguished  professor  of  midwifery 
in  this  university. 

I  have  few  observations  to  add  to  this  melancholy  detaiL  One 
woman  only  has  in  this  country  had  the  good  fortune  to  survive 
the  Cesarean  operation,  and  yet  we  have  histories  of  eighteen 
cases  where  the  operation,  (by  which  indeed  ten  children  have 
been  aaved)  has  been  performed  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  an  oper- 
att<Mi,  therefore,  not  of  choice,  but  of  the  greatest  necessity,  to 
which  we  always  resort  with  the  most  painful  reluctance;  an  oper«» 
atkui  which  we  never  can  brins  ourselves  to  think  of,  without 
.  a  thorough  conviction,  that,  uiuess  risked,  two  Hves  must  inevit* 
ably  be  lost,  while,  by  means  of  it,  there  is  a  possibility  that  botk 
may  be  saved,  and  a  very  great  probability  that  one  shaH  be  res- 
cued from  destruction.  I  think  it  best  to  state  our  own  expe« 
rience  oi  the  fatal  tendency  of  this  operation  to  the  mother,  al- 
though I  am  not  ignorant,  that  en  the  continent  many  are  said  to^ 
have  survived  it,  and  that  of  23 1  cases  of  this  operat  ion,  to  be  found 
in  the  records  of  medicine,  iS9  have  been  suted  to  have  proved 
successful*  In  estimating  the  hazard  of  the  case,  we  must  not, 
however,  confide  in  this  great  propoition  of  recoveries.  The  in- 
herent dangers  of  the  operation  must  alwa^'s  be  greatly  heighten- 
ed by  the  circumstances  which  have  rendered  it  necessary  $  and 
the  aelay  and  reluctance  of  British  accouchtfurs,  though  it  may 
accotftit  in  some  degree  for  their  want  ot  success,  have  perhape 
been  upon  tlie  whole  less  destructive  than  tlic  mshness  and  re(H»« 
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lution  of  those  of  other  countries.  The  sorgeon  of  the  vlUage  of 
Attichiy  near  Compeigne,  quoted  by  Baudeloque,  had  no  great 
cause  to  glory  in  the  recovery  of  a  woman  on  whom  he  had  per- 
formed the  operation,  when,  in  a  subsequent  labour,  she  had  a 
very  natural  deli<^ery.  And  when  we  read  of  a  woman  laid  upon 
the  table  in  fearful  expectation  of  this  horrid  operationi  expelling 
her  child  by  the  natural  pains,  while  the  surgeons  were  preparing 
for  cutting  up  the  womb,  we  are  tolerably  well  assurea,  that 
some  of  these  successful  operations  were  cruel  and  unnecessary* 
The  necessity  of  the  Ctesarean  operation  implies  such  a  deformity 
of  the  pelvis,  as  must  render  delivery  through  it  physically  im- 
possible ;  the  deformity  is  very  commonly  the  consequence  of  a 
formidable  and  incurable  disease,  moUities  ossium ;  and  as  it  is 
not  possible  during  life  to  determine  with  perfect  accuracy  the 
amount  of  this  deformity,  the  operation  has  in  this  country  gene- 
rally, and  upon  the  whole  prudently,  been  delayed,  till,  by  the 
continued,  and  unavailing  efforts  ot  nature,  the  impracticability 
of  delivery  has  been  collaterally  established ;  though,  unhappily » 
by  this  delay,  new  dangers  are  added  to  those  naturally  inherent 
in  the  operation.    " 

All  the  circnmstances  rendered  our  operation  from  the  first  a 
most  hopeless  one.  The  deformity  was  extreme;  and  the  patient 
not  only  laboured  under  moilities  ossium,  but  her  health  and 
strength  had  been  impaired  by  a  painful  confinement  of  three 
years  to  bed.  HsppUy  for  humanity,  cases  requiring  the  Caesa-^ 
rean  section,  are  of  rare  occurrence;  and  the  neces^ty  of-tbe 
operation  is  confined  within  the  narrowest  limits.  The  dimen- 
sions of  the  pelvis  may  be  greatly  contracted  by  disease  and  de- 
formity; but  if  the  space  from  pubes  to  sacrum,  or  on  either  side, 
do  not  measure  less  than  two  inches,  there  can  be  no  great  diffi* 
culty  in  delivering  the  mother  by  the  operation  of  embryulcio^ 
Indeed,  according  to  Dr  Osborne,  the  Caesarean  operation  can 
seldom  if  ever  be  necessary ;  for  he  contends,  that  if  there  be  a 
space  of  an  inch  and  a  half  between  the  pubes  and  sacrum,  or  on 
either  side,  the  head  may  be  broken  down,  so  as  to  admit  of  de« 
livery.  Whatever  decision  may  be  given  on  this  position,  it  has 
never  been  asserted  that  delivery  is  practicable,  if  the  pelvis  be  in 
all  parts  under  this  dimension.  And  that  such  a  case  may  occur, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  pelvis  of  our  patient ;  the  greatest  con- 
jugate diameter  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  inch  and  two- 
tenths.  Even  had  the  deformity  been  less  than  this,  I  conceive 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  breech  presenting,  would  have  in- 
creased the  difiicully  of  delivery.  It  seems  to  me,  that  a  case  just 
admiuing  delivery/  by  breaking  down  the  cranium,  and  extract- 
ing the' basis  of  the  skull  laterally  with  the  crotchet  in  Dr  Os< 
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bome^fl  manae^i  would  oonstitare  one  of  impracticable  labDuri 
if  the  breecliMtf  body,  instead  of  the  head  of  the  child,  preient- 
ed  at  the  brimfW  tuch  a  pelvis* 

The  caie  wfticb  l^  b^  here  recorded  will  not  render  this 
operation  more  popular,  thoo^bit  establishes  one  in  which  no 
other  resource  is  left,  and  in  which  I  must  chink  we  are  morally 
boand;|o  sabmit,  amidst  all  tbe  hazards  ek  the  operation,  to  the 
hope,  %pwever  small,  which  is.  left  of  preserving  life. 

^'  Eji^iy  woman,  for  whom  the  Ceesarean  operation  can  be 
propoilpd'to^  b»  performed,  will  probably  die :  and  should  any 
one  surtive,  iter  recovery  might  rather  be  considered  as  an  e- 
8ci^,  tban  as  a  recovery  ta  be  expected,  though  there  is  al- 
ways a  probable  chance  0J(1  saving  the  life  of  a  child.  But  a^ 
such  an  escape  ma^  happen  in  any  ease  in  which  the  operation 
might  be  perfomied,  we  ml^  aUd  ought  to  esteem  everv  ci^e 
which  can  come  before  us, .  as  the  individual  case  in  which'  a 
happy  event  is  to  be  expected.  **  * 

Explanation  of  the  Plate* 

Fig.  1.  Intended  to  convey  a  general  notion  of  the  figure  of  the 
distorted  p€^. 

3,  4,  5,  The  Sd,  4th,  and  5th  lumbar  vertebrae. 

a,  Ake  ilii. 

&,  6,  6,  The  anterior  portion  of  the  ilia  bent  at  right  angles  to 
the  posterior,  and,  with  the  acetabular  parts  of  the  pubes,  car- 
ried inwards  upon  the  pelvis* 

c,  c,  Acetabula  iiii. 

rf,  Symphysis  pubis  projected  forwards, 

r,  e^  The  fractures  of  the  pubes  over  the  acetabula. 

fi  The  narrow  space  left  between  the  ossa  pubis,  and  formed  by 
the  projection  of  the  symphysis. 

gj  Sacrum. 

^  >  The  catity  of  the  pelvis,  and  dimensions  of  its  brim; 

J',  Thyroidal  foramina. 

Fig.  2.  Diagram  representing  the  shape  and  ditnensions  <X  the 

brim  of  tne  pelvis, 
a,  Body  of  fifth  lumbar  vertebra. 
A,  ft.  The  fractures  of  the  pubes. 
c»  Symphysis  pubis. 
^,  d.  Thyroidal  for^unina.' 
Cy  e^  Acetabula  ilii. 
/,/,  The  folds  of  the  ifia. 

•  DiMiun't  Introductfott  to  Midinftry.  B^^ 
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gf  Line  drawn  across  the  fractures  of  the  pubes,  and  complet* 

ing  the  brim  of  the  pelvis* 
,    C  Lines  representing  the  largest  conjugate  diameters  of  the 
. '  <     brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  measuring  on  the  left  side  one  inch 
''   (^     and  two- tenths;  on  the  right  eignt-tenths  of  an  inch. 

Leiihj  Nov.  1811. 
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Case  of  Diabetes  treated  by  Venesection.    By  James  Murbav, 
Surgeon,  Bel&st. 

OCTOBER  1 1.  1811. — Mr  D.  Murray,  set.  72,  complains  of  in- 
satiable thirst,  obstinate  constipation  of  the  bowels,  loss  of 
appetite,  great  debiKtv,  frequent  micturition,  with  a  large  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  unne,  which  he  thinks  amounts  to  10  quarts 
in  the  24  hours  ;  he  is  much  emaciated,  troubled  with  vertigo 
and  dimness  of  sight,  with  a  profu^on  of  vivid  colours  and  va- 
rious figures  dancing  before  his  eyes.  Flis  skin  is  soft  and  na- 
tural, tongue  parched  and  loaded,  gums  tender,  eyes  and  ciliae 
red  and  painful,  pulse  60  and  weak,  spirits  much  depressed;  he 
feels  a  hot  pain  often  in  his  stomach,  with  a  sense  of  weight  and 
straitness  across  the  breast,  and  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the  lum* 
bar  region.  The  cause  of  his  illness  he  attributes  to  anxiety  and 
fatigue,  which  induced  costivenes ;  and,  about  four  months  ago, 
he  observed  the  great  increase  of  urine  after  having  drank  spi* 
rits  rather  freely. 

During  his  bad  state  of  health,  he  has  taken  large  dozes  of 
castor-oil,  salts,  laxative  pills,  and  several  other  medicines,  with- 
out any  benefit ;  his  drink  for  some  time  was  lime-water. 
^  Extract,  colocyn.  Jij. 
OI.  anisi,  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  xxx. 
Sig.  two  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

R  Acid,  muriat.  Jj. 
Sig.  a  quart  of  water  to  be  sharply  acidulated  with  some  of  the 
drops  for  common  drink. 
12th. — Had  one  loose  stool  this  morning  after  the  pills,  but 
finds  himself  no  better ;  drank  in  the  last  24  hours  four  quarts 
of  acidulated  drink,  two  cups  of  tea  last  night,  two  ihif  morn- 
ing, and  a  bottle  of  soda-water ;  urine  during  the  same  period, 
12  quarts  of  a  pole  yellow  cokmr :  he  would  wish  to  drink  much 
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more,  but  abstains  as  much  as  possible,  thinking  that  the  thirst 
and  heat  of  his  mouth  constitntc  his  disease,  and  that  the  large 

Joantitjr  of  urine  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  drinkhig  so  much, 
lis  eyes  are  very  red  this  rooming,  and  he  mentions  that  he  has 
often  spit  blood  since  he  took  the  pain  in  his  breast,  and  that  he 
often  passes  blood  in  his  urine,  so  as  to  tinge  it  of  a  red  colour ; 
pulse  now  65  and  weak,  tongue  white. 

Nineteen  ounces  of  Iilood  were  taken  from  his  arm  in  a  full 
stream,  and  the  patient  and  by-standers  were  astonished  to  ob- 
serve the  artery  at  the  cubit  beginning  to  beat  with  great  force, 
and  the  veins  on  the  arms  and  hands  fillihg  up ;  he  had  been 
often  bled  when  young,  and  always  fainted ;  but  he  feels  now 
stronger  than  for  12  months  past.  After  bleeding  ho- walked  to 
his  lodging,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  with  unusual  firmness 
and  vigour. 

13th. — Feds  easier  and  less  giddy,  observes  few  of  the  colour- 
ed figures,  his  eyes  are  quite  clear  and  spirits  elevated ;  drank 
since  yesterday  at  this  time  four  quarts,  tea  included,  and  ate  of 
bread  and  beef  about  10  ounces,  and  half  a  pint  of  panada  for 
supper,  which  he  is  desired  to  omit  in  future;  pulse  74  and  firm, 
tongue  and  mouth  rather  softer  and  cleaner  than  yesterday,  had 
three  motions  of  his  bowels,  but  is  not  ^^riped  by  the  pills. 

17th. — Slept  well  last  night,  drank  during  the  night  only  one 
pint  of  the  acidulated  water,  though  he  could  not  want  le^s  than 
two  quarts  in  the  preceding  nights  $  in  the  last  24  hours  he 
passed  only  nine  pints  of  urine,  eight  ounces  of  which  evaporated 
gave  seven  drams  of  extract,  which  was  very  sweet;  the  first  cup 
of  blood  drawn  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not  exhibit  any  in- 
ftammatory  coat,  but  the  last  one  showed  it  in  a  slight  degree. 

Owing  to  the  relief  experienced  after  the  first  blood-letting, 
14  ounces  were  now  taken  in  a  full  jet  from  the  left  arm ;  pulse 
before  bleeding  70,  after  it  68  and  full ;  he  now  feels  light,  and 
says  the  drunkenness,  as  he  expresses  it,  has  entirely  left  his  head. 
15th. — Thirst  and  all  the  troublesome  symptoms  greatly  abat- 
ed; but  he  still  suffers  from  the  burning  heat  of  his  mouth, 
though  in  a  less  degree ;  could  still  drink  more  than  he  does,  but 
finds  relief  by  wetting  his  mouth.  The  blood  drawn  yesterday, 
exhibits  the  most  firm  and  organized  corium  I  ever  «aw  In  the 
most  inflammatory  complaint;  it  is  contracted  smaller  than  a 
shilling,  and  as  hard  to  be  torn  as  a  piece  of  i^kin.  Patient  had 
two  motions  of  his  bowels  last  night,  and  hud  occasion  to  pas^ 
urine  once  in  that  time,  whereas  he  used  to  rise  at  least  four  or 
five  times  in  the  night;  urine  six  pints  in  the  last  24  hours. 
To  take  three  glasses  of  port  wiue  in  the  cvaiing,  and  to  wear  ^ 
liannel-shirt. 
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16th. — Much  as  yesterday^  but  did  not  rest  so  weO  last  nigfat, 
(bir^t  rather  more  urgent,  drank  four  quarts  iu  aU,  Rnd  passed 
ten  pints  of  urine ;  tongue  moist  and  clean,  pulse  76;  thinks  him- 
■self  rather  weaker  than  yesterday ;  had  a  free  stool  this  morning. 

V.  S.  to  the  amount  of  1 4  ounces ;  the  first  cup  soon  exhibited 
the  buff)  coat;  but  the  coagulum  in  the  other  was  soft  and  easily 
torn,  though  the  blood  flowed  in  a  uniform  stream :  the  patient, 
liowever,  as  usual,  seems  stronger,  and  not  the  least  inclined  to 
faint;  after  bleeding  the  pulse  was  bO,  in  20  minutes  it  w^s  88, 
and  the  skin  became  warm ;  in  two  hours  after,  the  pulse  was 
again- 80« 

I7th — Much  as  yesterday,  but  stronger,  pulse  80  and  regu- 
lar, thirst  moderate,  urine  nine  pints  and  rather  lighter-colour- 
ed, appetite  improving  fast. 

18tn.-^ Passed  in  the  last  24-  hours  only  six  pints  of  urine,  of 
a  high  colour  and  urinous  smell ;  pulse  75  and  not  so  full  as  last 
week ;  and  he  thinks  himself  weaker,  bowels  regular,  thirst  mo- 
derate.    Appjr.  emplast  vesic.  larg.  lateri  dextr.  Conlr.  omnia. 

19th, — The  blister  remained  on  20  hours  and  discharged  wcH, 
the  pain  prevented  him  from  sleeping  during  the  night,  pulse  80, 
drink  six. pints,  urine  six  do.  of  a  urinous  smell  and  taste;  the 
blister  produced  no  strangury;  eight  ounces  of  urine  gave  four 
<Jrams  of  extract. 

20th, — Slept  well,  urine  eight  pints,  drank  in  all  five  pints, 
pulse  77  and  full;  he  coughs  a  little,  bowels  regular,  tongue 
clean. 

V.  S.  to  the  quantity  of  seven  ounces  of  a  florid  red,  no  de- 
liquium,  but  on  the,  contrary  feels  rather  stronger;  this  cup  on 
standincr  had  no  corium,  but  a  soft  coagulum,  easily  broken  by 
the  probe. 

21st.—  Feels  better  to-day  than  he  has  yet  been;  little  or  no 
thirst,  appetite  nearly  natural,  urine  only  four  pints  of  a  natural 
colour  and  smell,  pnlse  70  and  regular;  he  wishes  strongly  to  re- 
turn home,  as  he  thinks  himself  nearly  well. 

21st.— Thif.ks  himself  entirely  well  if  the  blister  were  healed 
up^  as  it  gives  him  uncommon  pain ;  pulse  71,  skin,  eyes,  and 
tongue  perfectly  natural ;  drink  two  pints,  urine  three  do.,  bowels 
i*egular,  appetite  nearly  natural ;  insists  oii  riding  home  to-mor- 
row, a  distance  of  20  miles. 

22d. — Is  now  returning  home,  and  thinks  himself  perfectly 
well  in  every  respect,  feels  vigorous  and  renovated,  and  experi- 
ences no  inconvenience  but  the  irritation  of  the  blistered  part, 
which  still  discharges  well ;  ordered  to  take  with  him  a  bottle  of 
the  acid,  and  a  box  of  the  pills,  and  to  avoid  wet  and  cold,  and 
r-'cfrain  from  spirituous  liquors. 
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I  hanre  not  heard  bow  he  remains  since  he  left  town  $  but  I  re- 
gret that  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  remain  lonprer,  for  it  is 
scarcely  possible  that  in  10  days  he  could  be  radically  cured. 
I  was  determined,  however^  to  publish  the  result  of  the  new 
plan,  whatever  the  event  might  be.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that 
the  success  of  this  case  is  entirely  owing  to  the  intormation  I 
derived  from  Dr  Watt's  late  invaluable  publication  ;  for  without 
this  I  could  not  tliiiik  of  bleeding  an  old  man  of  72,  who  was  in 
such  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  and  particularly  in  such 
a  disease.  I  have  reported  this  case  as  faitliiiilly  as  possible,  hav« 
ing  nothing  to  support,  nor  any  object  in  view,  but  what  should 
actuate  every  individual,  and  in  particular  every  member  of  the 
profession. 

P.  S.  I  should  add,  that  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  diabetes 
liefiMie  this,  in  whidi  no  cure  was  effected ;  they  were  treated  as 
recommended  by  Dr  Rollo. 

JBf^/,  October  2Stfij  1811. 


Case  in  which  a  Metacarpal  Bone  was  succes^lbf  removed.    By 
J.  T.  Gregson,  Surgeon,  Sunderland. 

'IIThile  attending  the  anatomical  and  surgical  lectures  of  tha^ 
^^  excellent  anatomist,  Mr  Brookes,  in  1808,  he,  amongst 
many  other  improvements,  pointed  out  the  practicability  of  re* 
moving,  with  safety,  and  but  small  comparative  loss,  a  diseased 
metacaipal  bone.  He  expected  by  that  means  to  do  away  tbe 
necessity  of  amputating  the  whole  hand  ;  and  even,  in  the  com- 
num  method  or  amputating  the  finger  (by  removing  the  metacar* 
pal  bone  also),  to  avoid  the  most  prominent  feature  of  the  conse- 
quent deformity.  As  the  following  cose  affords  a  nractical  illus-- 
ti^^don  of  this  operation,  and  no  author,  whom  I  have  perused, 
Slaving  decidedly  advised  it,  *  its  insertion  in  your  valuable  pub- 
lication, if  you  deem  it  likely  to  prove  of  any  utility,  will  ob- 
lige your  obedient  servant. 

*  I  hove  necently  been  credibly  informed  tbis  openrtion  bai  been  {irtctised  V 
Mr  A.  Cooper,  as  an  improved  method  of  amputating  the  fioger. 
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I  was  called,  in  the  month  of  May  1811,  U>  visit  Charles 
Dixon,  of  this  place,  mariner,  aged  twenty*one  years,  and  of  a 
healthy  habit,  who,  in  the  act  of  unloading  his  fowling-piece, 
while  the  breach  wa&  elevated,  and  the  right  hand  held  tinder 
the  muzale,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  shot,  had,  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  the  piece,  the  wht»ie  of  the  charge  passed 
through  the  palm  of  his  hand,  by  which  the  principal  part  of 
the  second  metacarpal  bone  was  shot  away  ;  the  second  tendon 
of  the  extensor  digitorum  communis  tore  away  high  up  thefore^ 
arm,  where  it  first  becomes  tendinous  ;  the  first  and  third  m^ 
tacarpat  bones,  simply  fracture<i ;  together  with  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  the  integuments  on  the  back  of  the  hand.  Although  the 
case  barely  ofiered  an  opportunity,  yet,  with  the  conjoint  opi- 
nions of  Mr  Atkinson  and  Mr  Fothergill,  surgeons  of  this  place, 
I  resolved  to  attempt  the  preservation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
hand,  by  removing  the  second  finger,  and  sawing  off  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  second  metacarpal  bone,  near  to  the  articula- 
tion with  the  carpus,  and  bringing  the  first  and  third  metacarpal 
bones  so  close  together,  as  to  allow  of  the  wound  uniting  by  the 
first  intention  ;  and  although  that  desirable  effect  did  not  imme- 
diately follow,  a  considerable  tumefaction,  attended  with  extreme 
pain,  was  inducefl  by  the  lacerated  state,  already  mentioned,  of 
the  principal  parts  of  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  ;  yet,  by  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  emollient  poultices,  continued  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks,  a  complete  cure  was  effected,  and  the 
motion  of  the  remaining  three  fingers  is,  at  this  tipie,  as  perfect 
as  before.  He  has  been,  for  the  last  three  months,  following 
his  usual  occupation^  as  a  common  seaman,  in  which  capacity 
he  proves  himself  as  useful  as  before  his  misfortune. 

Sunderland^  *Z\U  October  18 1  J. 


V. 

Case  of  Singular  Torpor ^  in  xvhick  Dissection  did  not  discover 
any  satisfactory  Explanation  of  the  Syinptoins.  By  Wiluam 
CooKE,  Surgeon,  Plaistow,  Essex. 

TJathology  is  the  part  of  medicine,  perhaps,  of  the  greatest  im- 
^   portance,  and  yet,  I  presume,  the  least  understood.     It  would 
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therefore  be  WgWy  advantageous  to  medical  knowledge,  if  the 
mtio  cadaveris  were  more  frequently  performed,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  general  good  derived  fixjm  the  practice,  the  surgeon  en- 
gaged in  the  examination,  would  have  his  memory  re-impressed 
with  many  points  in  anatomy,  which  very  readily  escape,  if  lie 
be  fiir  removed  from  the  ordinary  source  of  anatomical  informa- 
tion, or  do  not  employ  some  means  <to  preserve  that  knowledge 
which  he  has  obtained. 

Although  the  person,  whose  case  I  am  about  to  communicate, 
was  a  sufferer  for  seven  of  eight  year*?,  under  circumstances  that 
indicated  considerable  affection  of  the  head,  producing  a  general 
expectation  tn  the  minds  of  her  medical  attendants,  that,  after 
death,  there  would  be  found  **  considerable  effusion  l)etween  the 
tunica  arachnofdes  and  pia  mater,  and  great  distensitm  of  the 
ventricles ; "  yet  death  appeared!  more  like  a  natural  termination 
of  existence,  than  an  event  arising  from  any  particular  disease. 
Certainly  some  morbid  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  head,  as 
will  be  shown  in  the  sequel,  but  hardly  sufficient  to  account  for 
death,  or  for  the  peculiar  torpidity,  which  was  so  great  for  the 
last  two  years,  that  the  patient  was  said  to  *•  exist  *'  rather  thaa 
•'  live,  *'  or  even  for  the  two  fits  which  she  had  i  for,  probably, 
we  were  not  censurable  for  believing  that  they  arose  from  pres- 
sure on  the  brain,  and  that  some  distinguishing  mark  of  it  might 
be  disoovered  after  death* 

As  the  case  occupied  a  considerable  period,  I  shall  transcribe 
the  prominent  circumstances  as  thoy  appear  in  my  minute-book.. 

Sept.  12*  1809. — Mrs ,  is  49  years  of  age,  of  short  sta- 
ture, thick  neck,  extremely  delicate  skin,  inclined  to  corpu-^ 
lency^  and  has  had  seven  children.  She  has  been  valttudinary 
four  or  five  years.  At  the  commencement  of  this  period,  a  ces- 
sation of  the  menstrual  discharge  took  place,  and  she  became 
inordinately  inactive,  both  in  mind  and  body.  When  I  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  her,  viz.  about  two  years  ago,  her  torpor 
was  extreme,  and  the  propensity  to  sleep,  even  when  engaged 
in  performing  the  social  duties  of  her  family,  irresistibje.  Her 
appetite  was  generally  small,  bowels  constipated,  and  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible.  The  legs,  hands,  and  face,  were  cold  and 
cedematous ;  but  there  was  no  indication  of  ascites.  The  eva- 
cuation of  urine  varied,  being  sometimes  free  and  at  others 
scanty. 

I  empbyed,  at  first,  gentle  aperients  and  diuretics,  but  with- 
out advantage.  Then  I  tried  the  myrrh  and  chalybeate  medicine 
of  Dr  Griffiths,  with  occaiiianal  purgatives;  auc!  from  these  she 
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derived  considerable  benefit ;  but  the  most  sueoessful  medidnee 
were  those  that  operated  powerfully  on  the  bowels,  and  the$e  it 
was  requisite  to  repeat  frequcudy.  During  the  last  year  we 
chiefly  depended  on  medicines  of  this  class,  having  occasional 
recourse  to  tonics,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate. 

She  appeared,  for  a  considerable  time,  progressively  conva- 
lescent. 

The  oedema  had  disappeared,  and  the  locomotive  power  was 
so  much  increased,  that,  whilst  visiting  her  friends,  about  27 
miles  from  home,  she  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  without  stop- 
ping, or  experiencing  much  subsequent  fatigue.  She  had  con- 
tinued, however,  much  inclined  to  a  sedentary  life,  and  was  al- 
ways cold. 

On  Friday  the  Ist  inst.  she  returned  from  her  visit,  in  a  post- 
chaise,  and,  on  the  same  day,  walked  for  a  considerable  time 
about  London.  The  immediate  result  of  this  exertion  was  great 
fatigue.  On  the  succeeding  Sunday,  she  was  incapable  of  ieav« 
ing  nome,  and  had  a  powerful  propensity  to  sleep.  The  con- 
tents of  the  stomach  were  ejected  several  times  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  and  appeared  very  bilious.  We  were  inclined  to  attri- 
bute this  relapse  wholly  to  the  unusual  exertion  two  days  be- 
fore; and  hoped  that,  after  a  short  tranquillity,  she  would  again 
be  comfortable. 

At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Mr  ,  her  husband, 
awoke,  and  found  her  in  a  a)ld  clammy  perspiration,  and  speak- 
ing  incoherendy ;  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  she  be- 
came convulsed  and  insensible. 

I  was  called  directly,  and  found  her  in  this  state,  with  her 
teeth  clenched.     It  was  not  long  before  these  affections  a  litUe 
subsided,  and  she  swallowed  an  opening  draught.     An  enema 
also  was  administered,  and  frequently  repeated.     In  a  few  hours 
she  had  some  alvine  evacuation,  and  became  more  collected, 
and  was  able  to  speak.     She  complained  of  pain  in  her  head, 
and  was  very  averse  to  having  any  person  in  the  room.     She 
took  a  little  beef-tea,  and  again  became  insensible,  occasionally  a 
little  convulsed  ;  the  jaw  rigid;  the  stomach  uneasy,  sometimes 
throwing  its  contents  into  the  mouth,  part  of  which  escaped, 
and  the  other  returned ;  pulse  a  little  accelerated ;  respiration 
8tertor6us ;  the  pupil  not  quite  ins^isible  to  light. 
Imponatur  vesicatorium  nuchas. 
Cataplasmata  sin  apis  pedibus  et  capiti. 
Capiti  postea  imponatur  empl.  canthar. 
Adhibeantur  hirudines  iij.  tempor.  sing. 
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T^  Iniusi  sennw  Urt.  Jx. 
Pdv.  jalap.  3i. 
Mannae. 

Tinct  senns  aa.  5i.  m.  ft.  hauatus,  omni  bora  8U- 
mcndus* 
Repetaiur  enema. 

The  cataplasms  were  immediAtelj  applied  to  the  feet,  it  be- 
ing then  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  m  The  bead  bad  been  shaved, 
and  I  bad  nearly  put  on  the  poultice,  when  bhe  was  seized  with  a 
violent  struggling,  which,  after  a  few  moments,  gradually  sub« 
sided,  and  she  ceased  to  breathe.  I  confess,  although  a^are  that, 
in  diseases  accompanied  with  convuLions,  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  respiration  often  supervenes,  I  thought,  from  several 
circumstances,  the  patient  was  dead.  I  waited,  however,  with- 
out communicating  my  apprehensions,  with  my  band  on  the 
wrist,  and  after  at  least  a  third,  and  perhaps  half  a  minute  bad 
expired,  we  were  apprized  that  she  was  not  dead  by  a  violent  in- 
spiration. From  this  time  the  action  of  die  Iun;;s  gradually  re«-- 
turned,  and  soon  became  free,  except  being  rather  slow,  and 
stertorous.  The  leeches  were  placed  on  the  temples  immedi- 
ately after  the  recommencement  of  respiration,  and  bled  freely. 
When  I  removed  the  sinapism  from  the  head,  after  having  been 
on  about  two  hours,  she  evinced  the  first  sensibility  by  excessive 
frowning. 

The  temples  and  contiguous  parts  swelled  considerably  from 
the  leechea. 

For  some  time  she  continued  indistinct;  but,  in  a  few  days, 
site  was  able  to  sit  up.  She  took  small  doses  of  the  suhmuriate 
of  quicksilver,  to  produce  and  keep  up  some  aiFjction  o£  the  sa^ 
fivary  glands ;  and  afterwards  purgatives  with  bitters,  &c. 

Nov.  10th. — Tlie  mistura  ferri  composita  has  been  taken  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  but  now  mediciiie  is  omitted.  She 
walks  about  the  house  and  garden  a  little,  and  seems  compara- 
tively comfortable. 

January  1811. — For  some  time  after  the  termination  of  the 
above  account,  Mrs appeared  to  improve  in  strength,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  summer,  when  she  suffered  much  for  a  consider- 
able time,  from  dilliculty  of  respiration ;  which,  being  conco- 
mitant with  anasarca,  was  supposed  to  arise  from  cffu&ion  into 
the  cellular  structure  of  the  lungs. 

After  a  long  trial  of  stimulating  diuretics,  &c.  it  was  rbmove<l 
bj  the  free  use  of  digitaHs  combined  widi  totiics. 

After  this  period  her  state  was  very  variable ;  but  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  imbecility  and  tardiness  of  motion  always  ex- 
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isted.  Her  articulation  resembled  her  movements,  and  the  o- 
perations  of  the  mind  were  not  performed  with  more  celerity 
than  the  actions  of  the  body. 

The  senses  were  obtuse,  but  not  materially  impaired.  Her 
hearing  was  often  very  dull,  and  the  skin  so  insensible  to  titilla- 
tion,.  thaty  in  the  summer,  she  could  suffer  a  swarm  of  flies  to 
travel  about  her  face  without  any  apparent  inconvenience. 

About  the  end  of  the  last,  and  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
she  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  head,  particularly  at  the 
back  part,  with  considerable  stiffness  of  the  right  sternocleido- 
mastoideus  muscle,  and  of  all  the  muscles  of  that  side  the  neck, 
by  which  the  head  was  inclined  to  that  shoulder.  A  variety  of 
means  were  employed,  viz.  copious  purging ;  calomel  in  small 
doses,  chalybeate  with  myrrh,  &c. ;  digitalis,  blisters,  &c.  &c. 
without  the  smallest  relief.  The  general  coldness  and  eedema, 
and  veiy  weak  pulse^  made  me  reluctant  to  apply  leeches ;  but 
having  derived  no  advantage  from  any  thing  else,  and  recoiled- 
ing  their  apparent  benefit  when  used  on  a  former  occasion,  I  or- 
dered two  to  each  temple.  They  were  applied  on  the  15th  of 
February,  and  bled  freely.  On  the  16th  the  punctures  were  sur- 
rounded with  slight  erysipelatous  inflammation,  to  which  Mrs 
had  been  occasionally  liable.  The  ensuing  day  the  ad- 
jacent parts  became  very  cedematous.  The  eyes  were  closed 
from  swelling  in  the  palpebral,  the  cheeks  almost  even  with  the 
nose,  and  the  lips  protruded  to  the  utmost  the  skin  would  admit 
of  J  every  feature  of  the  face  was  destroyed.  * 

Having  on  former  similar  occasions  employed  the  liquor  plum- 
bi  acetatis  dilutus  with  success,  I  had  recourse  to  it  now,  al- 
thoagh  tor  some  reasons  it  appeared  objectionable.  The  swell- 
ing rapidly  subsided ;  but  in  the  aflernoon  of  the  18th,  the  dis- 
tension of  the  throat,  particularly  about  the  pharynx,  increased 
with  equal  rapidity.  When  the  attendants  saw  the  swelling 
commencing  about  the  chin  and  neck,  they  waited  for  my  appro* 
bation  before  the  lotion  was  applied.  When  a  few  hours  had 
elapsed  I  was  sent  for,  and  from  the  violent  eflbrts  which  were 
requisite  to  respire,  I  apprehended  suffocation  was  very  near. 
She  was  not  able  to  swallow  any  thing.  By  irritating  the  fauces 
a  quantity  of  mucus,  which  had  accumulated,  was  thrown  out, 
and  gave  some  relief.     The  chin  and  neck  were  hot. 

I  ordered  linen  to  be  peremptorily  dipped  in  the  lotion  and  laid 
over  the  parts^  and  the  benefit  was  immediate.     In  a  few  hours 


*  The  leeches  had  been  applied  to  another  person  without  producing  any  bad 
effects. 
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she  oonld  breathe  comfortably,  and  swallow;  some  aperient  and 
fev«r  medicines  were  prescribed  for  her. 

SOth. — She  could  sit  op,  and  take  nourishment ;  h\^t  although 
the  oedema  had  abated  it  was  not  removed;  and  deglutition  wa« 
rather  difficult.     She  was,  however,  greatly  better. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21  st  I  was  called 
up  $  the  patient  had  symptoms  of  an  attack  similar  to  that  in 
September  1809.  She  was  breathinj;  stertorously ;  occasionally 
muttering  and  restless,  nearly  insensible,  but  might  be  roused  to 
attention  for  a  moment. 

Habeat  enema  stimulans,  statim. 
Submuriat.  hydr.  gr.  viij.  in  bolo  stattm  sumenda. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  cataplasm  of  mu&taid  and  flower 
mixed  up  with  brandy,  applied  to  it  and  to  the  feet. 

Impouatur  empl.  vesicat  capiti  post  cataplasnuu 
A  phytidan  was  now  called  in. 

Mrs  '  ■  ■  was  completely  insensible. 
Hie  arms  to  be  placed  in  bags  of  chamomile  flowers,  heated 
with  hot  water,  and  sprinkled  with  mustard.  The  legs  to  be 
fomented  with  a  strong  decoction  of  horse-radish,  and  the  thighs 
to  be  rubbed  with  a  stimulating  embrocation  of  spin  amiti.  et 
tinct.  canth. 

Coatinu^itur  enemata. 
Repetatur  hydrargyri  submurias  noeta 
22d. — She  can  swallow  a  little  fluid,  and  reply  to  questions, 
Hiere  has  been  but  very  little  discharge  from  the  bowels* 
^  TinctunB  jaiapse  5ii- 
Ammon.  carbnnat.  gn  vi» 
Pulv.  jaL  ^].  syr.  simpL  Si- 
Aquas  menthae  sat.  |vi.  M.  ft.  haustus  4tis  horis  su« 
nendus. 
In  the  course  of  the  dav  the  bowels  were  freely  evacuated. 
The  beaf>tea,  wine,  and  every  thing  she  takes,  are  highly  sea- 
aoned  with  capsicum.     That  degree  which  is  pungent  to  another 
person  is  scarcely  perceived  by  the  patient. 

23d.— ^-Considerably  better.     She  complains  of  headach,  and 
extreme  general  soreness.     The  feces  aro  oflensive.     The  pro* 
pensity  to  sleep  continues,  but  when  fully  awake  she  is  rational. 
She  can  now  open  her  eyes.     The  nourishment  chiefly  depended 
upon  is  soup,  strongly  impregnated  will)  meat. 
Continuetur  haustus. 
Calomel,  gr.  ii.  vespcre. 
24th. — Much  recovered.     The  inclination  to  sleep  diminisli- 
ed  ;  bowels  opep  ;  but  the  head  contiiuics  painful. 

After  progressive  amendment  for  a  few  weeks,  she  was  able  to 
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go  down  stairs,  and  soon  regained  her  former  state,  at  which  she 
again  became  stationary. 

June  9d. — Mr^  — —  has  never  left  off  medicine  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  report.  Calomel  has  been  employed  again 
to  afiect  the  mouth,  with  bitters  and  tonics ;  the  mistura  terri 
comp.  with  and  without  digitalis:  but  the  greatest  temporary 
benefit  has  been  experienced  from  the  following  draught ; 
T^  Had.  rhei  concisas  3ii. 

Corticis  aurantii  exsiccati  Jss. 

Capsici  bacc.  3ss. 

Aquas  ferventis  |xii.  Macera  per  horas  duas  $   cola  et 

adde 
Pulv.  cinchonse  gr.  xv. 

Tinctures  scillas  gtt.  xv.  M.  ft.  hanst.  bis  die  somen* 
dus. 
During  the  last  week  the  pain  of  the  head  increased,  on  which 
account  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved  and  blistered,  from 
which  she  had  some  alleviation  of  the  pain  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
purposed  keeping  the  blister  open  for  some  time  \  but  perceiving 
that  the  head  and  face  were  becoming  erysipelatous,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  heal  it  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  torpor  and  debility  were  much  as  they  have  been  for 
many  months^  She  walks  slowly  about  whenever  the  weather 
wiU  permit,  for  half  an  hour  or  a  little  more ;  iqspetitc  perhaps 
a  little  better;  but  experiences  great  diflSculty  in  mastication 
from  tender  gums,  and  stiffness  in  the  massiter  muscles.  Sbe 
speaks  so  very  deliberately,  and  with  so  much  apparent  dificolfy, 
that  it  is  painful  to  converse  with  her. 

The  draughts^  with  an  occasional  dose  of  submuriate  of  qnick- 
silver,  keep  the  bowels  open. 

The  rigidity  of  the  lateral  cervical  muscles  continues. 
6th. — The  pain  of  the  head  not  having  lessened,  I  ordered 
some  decoction  and  tincture  of  bark,  with  sulphuric  acid,  which, 
for  a  few  days,  seemed  advantageous. 

20th. — Aiiection  of  the  head,  torpor,  and  inclination  to  sleep, 
materially  increased. 

Q,  Tinct.  guaiaci  ammoniatae     ii. 
Dccocti  cinchonse  3x.  ft.  haustus  bis  die  sumendus. 
25th. — Headach  increased  ;  hands  and  face  swelled;  respira* 
tion  difRcult,  and  pain  in  the  side. 
9>  Misturas  Camphoratas  giss. 
Tinct.  digit,  gtt.  xx.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumendus. 
SOih. — Much  better  in  every  respect. 
July  16th. — Continues  convalescent. 
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^  MiBt  campb.  jx.  v 
Tinct.  cinnaro.  comp.  Sii. 
Carb.  ammon.  gr.  v.  M.  ft.  haust  ter  die  samendas. 

Angust  15.— Mrs  — —  is  now  better  than  she  has  been  for 
twelve  months  or  more.  Is  conversable ;  can  walk  about  for  au 
hour  or  more ;  appetite  good ;  face  and  hands  reduced  in  size  i 
but  still  a  d^ree  of  torpor  remains. 

For  some  nights  she  has  been  in  a  tepid  sak-water  bath. 

20th. — Appetite  fails,  and  respiration  again  becomes  laborious, 
but  the  head  free  from  pain. 

She  had  proposed  a  journey  to  Dover,  but  now  determines 
only  to  visit  her  friends  at  Gravesend. 

She  undertook  this  journey  in  a  post-chaise  on  the  S9d,  and 
bore  it  well ;  but,  finmng  her  breathing  increasing  in  difficulty, 
she  returned  on  the  SOth.     She  then  made  but  litue  water. 

After  a  few  days  she  was  better  again;  but,  on  the  5th 
of  September,  symptoms  of  a  fatal  nature  appeared.  She 
came  down  stairs ;  had  no  pain ;  but  was  scarcely  able  to 
speak ;  her  eyes  were  depre^ed ;  and  her  countenance  aiixi* 
ous. 

She  ordered,  and  ate  a  lamb  chop  for  dinner. 
Impen.  vesicatorium  stcrno. 

Takes  stimulating  diuretic  medicines. 

6th«~Had  not  rest  last  night ;  came  down  stairs  at  seven  o'- 
clock A.  M« :  could  scarcely  speak ;  but  ate  some  lamb  for  din- 
ner* In  the  middle  of  the  day  she  read  a  long  letter  From  h^ 
husband,  who  was  then  absent,  although  with  some  difficulty* 
She  went  to  bed  about  five  o^clock ;  her  breathing  becoming 
grradually  shorter,  until  it  ceased.  She  died  about  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Sedio  Cadaveris. — On  the  9th  Dr  Birkbeck,  who  had  attend- 
ed the  patient  several  times,  favoured  me  with  his  company, 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Desormeaux  of  Barking,  I  o« 
pened  the  body. 

The  body  was  considerably  changed. 

The  brain  was  soft,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  our  ex- 
amination. 

There  was  no  morbid  appearance  on  the  dura  mater.  The 
vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  rather  turgid,  and  at  the  anterior 
and  under  part  of  the  right  hemisphere,  the  turgescence  was  by 
far  the  greatest. 

There  vsas  tio  unnatural  effmitm. 

The  ventricles  contained  a  very  little  more  fluid  than  usual  j 
the  posterior  horn  seemed  rather  enlarged. 
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When  the  brain  was  inverted,  we  found  about  lui  oniice  of  a- 
]ueous  fluid  collected  in  the  basis  cranii.  The  tunica  arachnoides 
(>eneatb  the  cerebellum  was  considerably  thickened,  and  tlie  ves- 
sels of  the  pia  mater  in  this  part  more  turgid.  There  wa«  also 
one  small  clot  of  blood,  perhi^s  the  size  of  a  large  pea. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  brain. 

Tlie  abdomen  had  become  greatly  distended  in  the  course  of 
the  last  2i  hours  from  b^inning  decomposition  ;  but  we  found 
all  the  viscera  in  a  perfectly  natural  state. 

The  stomach,  intestines,  and  liver,  were  particularly  exaxnin-' 
ed,  and  appeared  decidedly  healthy. 

The  gall-bladder  was  distended  with  healthy  bile.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  mentioning,  that  the  appendages  to 
the  uterus  on  the  left  side  were  of  a  dark  red  colour^  but  ou  the 
right  they  appeared  as  usual.  ^ 

,  Flaistaw,  ^Esses,  Sej)t.  19.  1811. 
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Case  of  Inguinal  Aneurism  Cured  bt/  tying  the  External  Iliac  Artery, 
By  William  Goodlad,  Surgeon. 

Tn  the  beginning  of  June  I  was  consulted  by  John  RamweJI^ 
-*■  a  stout  muijcular  man,  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  a  florid  com- 
plexion, and  about  *1  years  of  age.  Upwards  of  three  years 
ago,  tlie  patient  first  perceived  a  swelling  not  much  larger  than 
a  pea  on  the  inside  of  the  right  thigh.  It  caused  very  little 
pam  or  inconvenience,  and  did  not  increase  so  as  to  alarm  hira^ 
till,  after  his  recovery  from  a  severe  dysentery,  nine  months 
ago.  From  that  period,  its  increase  has  been  rapid.  It  is  now 
the  svzc  and  shape  of  a  pint  bason,  with  its  rim  invertedl ;  al- 
though six  moutlis  ago  it  was  not,  by  the  patient's  report^  more 
than  one  fourth  its  present  size.  The  tumour  is  situated  at  the 
superior  and  anterior  part. of  the  tliigh,  extending  along  Pou- 
pan's  ligamcKt,  to  within  two  inches  of  the  anterior  superior 
spine  of  the  ilium,  and  about  four  inches  down  the  thigh.  It  i:» 
dense,  circumscribed,  and  appears  to  sink  deep  amongst  the 
muscles.  If  grai^pcd  firmly,  a  dull  pulsatory  motion  is  clearly 
distinguishable.  This  pulsation  is  rendered  more  evident  by 
bending  tlie  thiga  upon  the  pelvis;  and  by  a  continuance  o4" 
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tbe  premir^,  tke  sweDifig  beeomM  firach  less  promlftetit  Tb^ 
artery  passes  alonf;  its  most  int«rior  surfacet  and  gives  to  the 
finger  the  pecuHar  thrill  characteristic  cf  aneurism,  tt  retains 
this  character,  till  it  passes  through  the  adductor  femorb  to  dc- 
acend  into  the  ham,  when  it  is  no  longer  to  be  irwced. 

A  bread-baker  by  tt^de,  the  patient  has  been  accustomed  t6 
occasional  great  exertion,  in  carrying  loads  of  flour  up  several 
sets  of  stairs.  But  his  empiof  ment,  during  the  laKt  seVen  years, 
has  been  chiefly  p^ofmed  rti  a  sitting  positidn }  and  required, 
almost  no  exertion.  When  1'  apprised  nim  of  the  necessity  of 
an  operation,  I  learnt  that  he  had  already  Consulted  two  sur- 
geons, one  of  whom  advised  the  removal  of  the  tumor  by  ex- 
drpadott ;  the  other  had  recommended  the  flrcluent  application* 
of  blisters  to  It  This  diyersity  of  opinion  was  attended  with 
a  proportionate  want  of  confidence  in  my  plitient,  who  chose  to 
defer  it ;  and,  as  his  pulse  i^s  good,  his  appetite  tolerable,  his 
bowels  reguha-,  his  general  bc^th  in  short  little  impaired,  t 
gave  him  general  directions,  and  desired  to  see  him  again  ere 
long. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  swelling  was  much  in  the  same 
state,  though  somewhat  larger.  It  produced  a  numbness  in  the 
thigh,  and  the  leg  towards  evening  began  to  swell.  A  trouble* 
some  cough  now  came  on,  which,  with  a  few  days  exerdoA,  pro* 
duced  a  more  rapid  increase.  My  friend  and  late  master,  Mr 
Killer  of  Manchester,  who  with  my  iriend  Mr  Hamilton  did  me 
the  iavonr  to  examine  my  patient,  entirely  coincided  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  the  operation  was  consented  to  when  the  cough  watf 
remedied.  For  this  purpose  opium  with  digitsdis  was  adminis- 
tered, and  rest,  lotr  diet,  and  occasional  laxative  medicines  re- 
commended. 

From  this  period  to  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  tumour  increas* 
^  so  rapidly,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  delay  the  opera* 
don  no  longer,  though  some  cough  still  remained,  and  though' 
the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive.  According- 
1 V,  tt  was  performed  oh  Tuesday  the  if9th  of  July,  in  the  presence 
of  Messrs  Killer  and  Hamihon,  whose  v^ry  friendly  attention  on 
this  and  every  other  occasion  I  have  great  pleasure  in  being  abld 
to  acknowledge. 

An  incision,  upwards  of  three  inches  in  length,  was  made 
through  the  integuments,  beginning  at  the  upper  margin  of  the 
tumour,  about  thred  inches  from  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes,  and 
carried  almost  directly  upwards.  In  the  dissection  of  the  col*' 
lular  membrane,  covering  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  ob- 
lique muscle,  several  arteries  were  divided,  which  supply  the  ad- 
jacent glands.    These  vessels  i^ere  immediately  secured,  and 
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more  than  two  inches  of  the  tendinous  expansion  exposed.  Its 
fibres  were  carefully  divided  and  dilated  downwards^  by  ibe 
probe»pointed  bistoury  introduced  upon  the  finger.  The  artery 
was  now  clearly  distinguished  by  its  pulsation.  TThe  fibres  of 
the  externa]  obliauei  with  the  mar^n  of  the  internal  and  the 
transversalis  muscles,  were  also  divided  upwards^  to  aUow  suf- 
ficient space  for  the  two  fore-fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  be  plac- 
ed in  contact  with  the  arterial  sheath. 

I  endeavoured  to  detach  the  fascia,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  pass 
my  finger  round  the  arteiy.  In  this  attempt  oonsida^able  aifii«- 
cnlty  was  experienced.  I5ut,  by  keepin||r  the  artery  firmly  in  it» 
situation  upon  the  psoas  musde^  with  my  finger  and  thumb  in 
c^ontact  with  it,  I  succeeded  in  passing  the  eyed  end  of  a  probe 
(libout  half  an  inch  of  which  was  hwi  to  a  right  angle)  under 
the  artery,  from  within  outwards.  The  shaft  of  the  probe  was 
gradually  beat  likewise  to  facilitate  iu  turning  in  the  wound.. 
J^  double  ligature  being  put  throU({h  the  e^e,  the  probe  was  re- 
4rftwn.  -  The  upper  ligature  was  tied  as  high  as  possible  by  Mr 
Killer.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  imm^iately  ceased.  The 
lower  ligature  was  also  tied  j  but  as  the  space  between  the  Mga- 
lures  did  not  appear  to  warrant  the  division  of  the  vessel,  it  was 
left  entire.  The  int^ments  brought  into  contact,  were  secur- 
ed by  a  couple  of  stitdies,  stripes  of  adhesive  plaster  were  appli* 
ed,  and  a  roller  passed  round  the  whde.  Tne  patient  was  put 
to  bed  with  the  thigh  bent  upon  the  pdvis«  The  temperature  of 
the  limb  had  been  kept  up  during  the  operation,  bv  a  flannel  rol- 
ler applied  around  it.  This  was  stall  retained  i  the  whole  limb 
felt  comfortably  warm,  and  he  had  little  pain.  At  nine  o'clock 
in  ^he  evening,  I  found  his  skin  cool,  to^ue  somewhat  fiimd, 
pulse  100,  wound  easy.  Th6  leg  and  ih\m  quite  as  warm  as  on 
the  opposite  side,  foot  a  little  colder.  He  hus  had  a  few  short 
slumber^  and  has  taken  bread,  milk  and  teai    To  take  an  opiate 

atb^-ti'ne* 

Wednesday,  i  A.  M« — He  complains  of  much  pain  in  the 
back,  occasioned  by  continuing  in  the  same  position,  which  pre* 
vented  him. from  sleeping.  He  was  therefore  turned  on  his 
back,  with  the  knee  bent  and  supported  by  pillows,  as  in  fracture 
of  the  thigh.  He  has  occasicmal  throbbing,  some  thhvt,  pulse  • 
90,  skin  cool.  The. leg  and  th^h. quite  as  warm  as  the  other^ 
the  to^  nearly  so.  To  take  lemonade  for  bis  common  drink. 
One  P.  M. — He  has  had  an  hour's  sleep  i  cou^h  somewhat 
troublesome  I  pulse  100;  tongue  furred  in  the  middle;  a  little 
toreness  in  the  belly.   .  A  genUe  laxative  was  given. 

At  nine  o'clock  J?.  M.  Uie  limb  was  hotter  than  the  healthy 
ene  i  pulse  104,  and  fuller.    He  has  had  ecnsiderahk  pain  in  tb!« 
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kiad»  which  oontmued  till  teven  o'clock,  when  he  hid  in  hoilr't 
refrediiiig  sleep,  and  mwoke  better.    The  pain  in  his  back  con* 
tinnca  trouUesome.    He  has  coughed  little,  and  expectorated 
fi-edy.     No  pain,  or  tension,  in  3ie  abdomen ;  toogae  moisti* 
dioi^Eh  fbrred  i  urine  hot,  but  not  high-ooloored  i  no  stooL 
R  Sulph.  magnes.  fiij* 
Yin.  antim.  gtL  x. 
Tinct.  sennsB  Sy. 
Aq.  porw  |i.    M. 
To  be  taken  immediately,  with  a  saline  draught  eVery  four  hours! 

The  heat  of  the  atmomhere  has  been  quite  oppressive. 

Moninff  visit,  (secono  day.)-->He  passed  the  night  with  only 
an  bourns  Seep  (  he  complains  mudi  of  his  back,  and  a  slight 
headach;  fiice  flushed;  skin  hot  and  dry;  pulse  116,  father 
hard ;  no  tension  in  the  abdomen ;  cough  troubfeiome  in  die 
B^t;  water  high-coloured,  and  scanty;  no  stool.  To  six 
drama  of  infusion  of  sennse,  and  a  dram  ^the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesm,  half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  of  aoetite  of  ammonia  and  teti 
drops  of  antimonial  whue  were  added.  To  be  taken  every  three 
hoiurs  until  the  bowels  are  opened* 

Noon  visit. — He  had  a  motion  soon  after  I  left  him  in  tfa^ 
morning,  and  several  hoars  comfortable  sleep  in  the  forenoon; 
Pulse  102,  soft;  skin  cool;  less  thirst;  ba^k  easier;  cough  stiH 
oontinaes.  The  whole  limb  is  comfortably  warm ;  be  has  per* 
feet  sensation  and  power  of  motion  in  the  toes ;  beUy  quite  easyi 
To  continue  his  medicines  till  he  has  another  stool. 

He  had  some  return  of  fever  towards  evening,  but  as  it  subsid- 
ed  he  had  two  hours  sleep,  and  was  much  refreshed.  Ptdse  108; 
hesd  easy;  tongue  moist  and  clean ;  skin  cooler ;  urine  hot  and 
huhrcokmred.  He  has  had  another  stool,  and  has  taken  plen« 
tiftdly  of  pottage,  butter-milk,  and  tea.  To  a  dose  of  his  pur- 
gative medicine  were  added  twenty  drops  of  laudanum,  to  b^ 
taken  at  bed-time. 

Friday,  August  1st,  (the  thhrd  day  after  the  dperatibn.)— ^ 
The  dressings  were  removed  for  the  first  time.  The  inferior 
half  of  the  wound  is  a  mere  line,  the  superior  half  nearly  so; 
There  is  a  sBght  Uuah  upon  the  edges,  but  tio  pain  nor  tender- 
ness; diacharge  moderate  smdi  healthy;  tongue  clean  and  moist; 
limb  warm  ami  sensible ;  appetite  good ;  had  a  stool  this  morn- 
ing* 

Saturday.-*-He  has  slept  wdl  the  two  last  nights,  and  has 
taken  broth,  pottage  and  milk ;  puhe  84 ;  tongue  clean ;  no 
thirst;  bowds  fegamr;  Hmb  comfortable.  The  wound  is  some- 
what separated  above  the  upper  ligature ;  discharge  copious^  but 
qvite  pttrifonn.     The  opiate  to  be  repeated 
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Sunday,  (tbe  fifth  day).— The  wound  oonUnues  to  look  wcO ; 
discharge  copious;  the  ligatares  from  the  smatU  vessels  which 
were  divided  in  the  operation  have  come  awav  ir  the  stitches,  he- 
ginning  to  ulcerate^  were  removed  also ;  limb  warm  and  easy. 

Monday,  (sixth  day).— *Much  as  yesterday,  except  that  hi& 
eough  was  troublesome  in  the  niffht.  He  has  also  been  much 
fluttered  by  a  sudden  noise  at  die  door,  but  is  now  cairn ;  the 
wound  kx)ks  well,  though  a  slough  lines  the  opening  around  the 
upper  ligature ;  discharge  somewhat  increi^sed,  but  of  a  proper 

auality  s  pulse  82  ;  appetite  good.     To  take  animal  food  onoe  a- 
ay,  and  a  pint  of  porter  in  the  twenty- four  hours. 

Tuesday* — A  week  has  ebpsed  since  tiie  operation  ;  he  con- 
tinues to  go  on  well ;  his  general  health  is  good  i  bowels  regu- 
kur ;  pus  healthy  {  the  lower  half  of  the  wound  continues  unit- 
ed by  adhesion,  except  where  the  stitches  were  inserted.  Tbe 
upper  half  of  tbe  wound  is  not  more  than  i  of  an  inch  in  breadth ; 
granuiatioas  healthy.  Tbe  slough  surrounding  the  upper  liffaturc 
is  in  part  removed,  and  little  pain  is  complained  of,  though  con- 
aiderabte  pressure  be  applied  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen. 

Wednesday.*-The  patient  has  been  taking,  night  and  morn- 
ijt^y  during  the  three  last  days,  pills  containing  half  a  grain  of 
opiUm,  digitalis,  and  calomel,  and  three  grains  of  rhubarb.  His 
eough  is  now  better  $  he  sleeps  weH,  and  had  a  stool  this  morn- 
ing ;  pulse  86 1  appetite  good  i  discharge  yet  considerable,  but 
Jiealthy. 

Friday. — The  slough  lining  tbe  aperture  which  I  have  before 
mentioned,  is  come  away  5  discharge  yet  copious  ^  has  a  stool 
daily  1  no  pain  j  limb  comfortable  i  piuse  84?  directly  after  din- 
ner. 

Sunday. — Continues  to  imcfrove ;  discharge  not  so  copious. 

Monday  .*-*Mucb  as  yesterday;  discharge  greatly  abated ;  gra« 
nutations  now  closely  surround  the  upper  ligature  ;  the  lower  li- 
gature has  created  little  irritation  ;  tne  wound  is  united  around 
it ;  the  pulse  during  the  lalt  three  days  has  ranged  from  74  to 
€0 ;  tCHigue  clean  s  bowels  regular ;  limb  easy. 

Tuesday,  (tbe  fourteenth  day). — The  skin  over  the  anearismal 
tumour  can  be  drawn  up  nearly  two  inches,^  though  before  the 
operation  it  was  ^uite  tense  $  its  contents  are  fluid  ;  the  wound 
heals. 

Thursday. — The  ligatures  came  a^ay  yesterday ;  the  patient 
is  allowed  to  git  up  in  bied,  and  to  move  the  limb  occasional]}'  ^ 
appetite  continues  good  ;  his  bowels  re^^ular. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  transcribe  further  the  dally  pro- 
gress  which  the  patient  made  towards  recovery.  At  the  end  af 
tliree  weeks,  the  wound  was  little  larger  than  a  pea  j.  the  di*» 
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thk  MighbooThood.    The  patient  was  aBowed  to  die  without  any 
cftnt  to  saTe  him  by  aa  operation* 


VII. 

Case  ^  Erythema  MenmriaUf  accon^nied  bj/  an  Affectum  cfiha 
Comea.  By  J.  Nicholson,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Sturgeons,  London. 

ToHN  SwAiNT,  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  a  spare  babit>  light  eyes 
^  and  hair,  and  a  private  in  the  87th  regt.  was  admitted  into 
the  regimental  hospital  of  the  Derbyshire  Militia  at  Chelmsfbrd, 
Jane  6th  1810,  with  chancres  on  the  prepuce  and  phymosis. 
Frictions  with  ung.  hydrarg.  were  immediately  employed ;  and 
a  weak  solution  of  the  hydrarg.  murias  was  injected  between  ikm 
prepuce  and  glans  penis. 

On  the  lOth,  gonorrhoea  supervened.  On  the  15th,  the  gums 
were  much  aflfected  by  the  mercury.  On  the  18th,  a  gland  in 
the  ri^ht  fibroin  was  enlarged,  and  tender,  and  he  complained  of 
pain  in  we  penis,  which  was  slightly  swollen  and  inflamed. 
There  was  a  profuse  purulent  discharge  from  the  urethra.  The 
andpUodstic  regimen  was  enjoined,  with  laxatives,  and  an  emol* 
lient  pomtice  was  applied  to  the  penis. 

These  smyptoms  continued  without  abatement  till  the  2l8t,  at 
which  period  he  had  used  nine  drams  of  ung.  hydrarg.,  which 
was  all  the  mercury  employed,  except  two  grains  of  submurias 
hydrarg.  which  were  men  In  combination  with  opium  on  the 
19th.  On  the  S2d,  nie  tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the 
penis  continued.  The  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  groins* 
and  upper  part  of  the  thighs,  were  observed  to  be  covert  with 
innumerable  papulae  of  a  bright  red  colour,  accompanied  by  a 
very  distressing  itching  sensation.  Tongue  was  white ;  bowels 
costive ;  pulse  120,  quick  and  foil;  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  great 
thirst.  Eight  ounces  of  bbod  were  drawn  from  the  arm,  which 
cdiibited  a  few  patches  of  coagulable  lymph  on  the  surface  of  the 
erassameiritum.  Before  the  ligature  was  removed,  he  became 
fidnt.  A  dose  of  sulphas  magnesiae  was  given  $  and  a  draught 
containing  antimon.  tartatis  and  sulph.  magnesias  was  ordered  to 
be  given  every  four  hours.  All  the  ointment  was  carefully  wash-^ 
ed  ofi*  the  thighs,  and  his  bedding  changed.  He  was  then  put 
jnto  the  warm  bath. 


The  following  account  is  extracted  from  the  daily  repovto. 
%   June  23d. — Pulse  full  and  frequent}  ekin  hot  and  drj$  longne 
white;  thirst  continues;  has  had  several  stools  since  yesterday; 
the  itching  was  much  relieved  by  the  warm  bath.    The  inflam- 
mation aM  tumefaction  of  the  penis  are  lessened.    The  fM^tute 
are  more  diffused,  and  the  scrotum  is  much  affected. 
ConL  haust  ant.  tart.  &c. 
Utatur  balneo  tepido. 
24th. — Pulse  120,  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  dry,  brown  in 
the  centre,  edged  with  white;  the  tip  and  sides  are  of  a  bright 
red;  great  thirst;  bowels  regular;  urine  high-coloured.    The 
papules  continue  to  extend  over  a  larger  surface.     Numerous 
small  vebicles,  containing  a  serous  fluid,  have  appeared  on  the 
thighs  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen*    The  itching  is  not  so 
distressing ;  but  he  is  very  restless.    Let  him  have  barley*  water, 
acidulated  with  potas»ce  supertartris,  to  drink. 
Cont  haust.  4ta  Quaque  hora. 
26th. — The  erythema  naa  become  universal ;  itching  less  dis- 
tressing; desquamation  from  part  of  the  thighs,  and  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen ;  the  palpebrae  and  tarsi  are  swollen  and  inflamed. 
The  other  s}  roptoms  remain  as  on  the  24th. 

Cont.  haust.  ant.  tart,  sine  sulph.  magnes.  et  cum  addiu  aoeC 
potasses  3j. 

Acide  tinct  opii  gtt  xxv.  haustui  vespertine. 
Utatur  balneo  tepido  p,  m. 
28th. — A  slight  exudation  from  the  groins  and  scrotum  ap* 
peared  yesterday ;  it  is  now  increased  in  quantity,  and  become 
ichorous.     Cont.  hausL  Applic.  amyl.  contriu  vesiculis. 

30th. — The  pulse  is  small,  soft,  and  frequent ;  tongue  moist* 
er  and  cleaner ;  bowels  open.     Desquamation  and  discharge  go 
on.    The  palpebral  are  less  swollen,  but  there  is  exudation  from 
^hem.    Dozes  much.     Omit,  haust.  ant  tart. 
JBa  Decoct,  cinchonas  Jviii. 
Ext.  cinchonae  3ii. 
Acid  sulph.  diL  5iss. 
Capt  |i  4ta  quaque  hora. 
Vini  rub.  |iv.  quotidie  sura. 
!§>  Tinct.  opii  gtt.  xxx.  e  mist,  camph.  |i.  h.  s.  sumend. 
July  2. — The  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  is  increased.     Pulse 
soft  and  frequent.     The  teeth  and  gums  are  covered  with  sorde^ 
Exudation  from  various  parts  of  the  body.     There  is  not  more 
Tetor  than  is   usually  attendant  on  a  mercurial  sore  mouth, 
'"owels  costive.     Cont.  cinchona. 

Cont.  vini  rub.  gviii  per  diem. 


% 
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!S»  Cerat.  calaminae,  olei  amyg^.  i  Si.  Unis  applic. 
Cont  amyl.  contr. 

4th. — Pulse  96,  r^^lar.  Sldn  feels  soft  where  the  cuticle  haa 
separated.  Desquaraation  mes  on  ;  but  there  is  very  little  exu« 
datioD.  Tongue  clean  ana  dry^  The  appetite  has  been  Very 
mudi  impaired  during  the  disease,  but  is  now  improving.  Ha 
had  a  copious  stool  yesterday  irom  oL  ricini  f -uk' 

Both  eyes  have  a  very  unusual  appearance,  which  has  come  on 
during  the  night.  The  corneae  nave  nearly  lost  their  transpa- 
rency, and  appear  dry,  exactly  resembling  an  eve  which  haa 
been  expoaed  to  the  air  for  some  time  after  destn.  He  conti- 
nues to  doce  much,  but  answers  questions  rendiiy,  and  does  not 
complain  of  any  uneasmess  or  inconvenience  from  the  aiFcction 
of  the  comeae.     Cont.  medicin. 

6th«*-Pulse  soft  and  frequent;  tongne  clean  and  dry;  bowels 
regular;  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  much  lessened;  comeae  remain 
as  described  on  the  4th.  The  cuticle  is  entirriy  deM|uaniated. 
There  is  only  a  slight  discbarge  from  the  scrotum  remaining* 
Cont  med, 

ath.— ^Pokse  96,  soft;  tongue  dry;  bowds  costive;  says  ho  teeh 
well,  except  his  mouth,  which  is  still  sore;  he  is  very  much  de- 
biUtati^;  the  corner  are  regaining  their  natural  appearance. 
^  Ol.  ricini  5vi«  statim  sum. 
Cont.  med. 

12tb. — Poke  80;  skin  dry;  tongue ckan  and  moist;  appetite 
good ;  bowels  regular ;  cornee  perfectly  transparent ;  the  phy- 
mosis  continues,  with  !»light  purulent  discharge ;  he  had  porter 
ibii.  per  diem^  instead  of  wine,  and  some  animal  food.  He  takea 
the  cinchona  twice  a- day. 

S^k— la  daily  improving  m  strength ;  compfadns  of  mudi 
pain  in  the  left  hip,  and  has  diflenky  in  moving  the  thigh. 

The  pain  of  the  hip  soon  left  him,  and  he  regained  the  per* 
feet  use  of  the  thigh.  His  recovery  was  slow,  and  was  retarded 
by  two  febrile  attacks.  He  was  discharged  firom  the  hospital  on 
I9th  September,  free  from  disease,  though  not  strong  enough 
for  duty«  to  accompany  the  detachment  to  which  he  beumged  oti 
its  march  into  Staffonnhire.    • 

Hj^^  JKent^  SA  Oct.  1811. 
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in  the  left  side,  between  the  sixth  and  serenth  rib,  passing  oblique- 
ly downwards*     He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  about  midnight* 
A  small  portion  of  soft  cellular  membrane  protruded  from  ttio 
•wound.    The  woimd  was  dilated  in  order  to  facilitate  the  return. 
of  the  protruded  part,  but  was  healed  in  a  few  days,  without  the 
appearance  of  any  bad  symptom*     About  seven  luonths  after  he 
had  received  this  injury,  he  complained  of  slight  disorder  in  his 
Jix>wel8,  but  of  which  he  soon  recovered.     Tbis^  I  believe,  was 
^le  first  time  he  had  complained  since  the  wound  was  inflicted* 
From  this  time,  however,  he  became  leas  able  to  bear  fatigue  $ 
he  could  not  stand  erect  without  feeling  some  uneasiness ;  res- 
piration was  affected ;  and  even  moderate  exercise  was  supported 
with  difficulty. 

Observations* 
From  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  wounds  of  the  diaphragm  have 
been  deemed  mortal.  The  above  case,  however,  presents  one 
instance,  wherein  this  event  did  not  immediately  follow  ;  and  in 
^bich  it'did  not  ultimately  seem  to  have  depended  so  much  upon 
ihe  mere  injury  inflicted  on  the  part,  as  upon  the  future  derange* 
ment  to  which  the  wound  gave  origin.  Some  instances  are  re* 
)ated  by  Morgagni,  in  which  wounds  passing  through  the  mus- 
cular part  of  die  diaphragm  are  said  to  have  healed  $  which  hap* 
py  circumstance)  in  the  case  now  related,  appears  to  have  been 
prevented  l^  the  interposition  of  the  omentum,  which  speedily 
formed  atiachmenia  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ;  and  the 
coalescence  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  around  this  substance, 
^as  se^naingly  interrupted  by  the  constant  action  of  this  miiscle, 
in  performing  the  office  of  respiration.  Except  the  protrusion 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  omentum,  no  symptom  appeared,  usu« 
ally  supposed  to  denote  injury  of  this  part.  There  was  neither 
hiccup  nor  paraphrenitis ;  and  the  respiration  did  not  become 
affected  until  seven  months  afterwards,  when,  it  is  probable, 
the  vast  volume  of  intestine  accumulated  in  the  thorax,  in  some 
degree  impeded  the  action  of  the  heart.  In  all  the  cases  which 
came  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Morgagni,  the  wound  of 
the,  diaphragm  was  complicated  with  wounds  of  other  important 

earts,  as  of  the  heart,  lungs,  and  stomach;  and  they  all,  as  might 
e  expected,  very  soon  terminated  fatally. 

MfiUmQ^  29th  August^  181 1. 
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Case  of  Chorea  cured  by  Purgaiive  Medicineg^  communicated  to 
Dr  J.  Hamilton  senior,  by  Haedwicilk  SHUfE,  M.  D. 
Physician,  Bath. 

nnHE  prejadiccs  entertained  by  Very  high  medical  anthoritiet 
-■-  a^tnst  the  uee  of  purgatives  in  chorea,  at  least  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  can  only  be  effectually  counteracted  by  an  ac- 
cumolation  of  eridence  to  the  contrary ;  and  in  this  point  of 
Tiew,  every  impartial  history  of  this  disease  and  {ts  treatment 
becomes  interesting.  The  opinion  very  generally  entertained^ 
that  the  free  use  of  purgatives  will  always  induce  a  great  degree 
of  debility,  has  so  strongly  prepossessed  the  minds  of  practi* 
tioners  in  general,  that  notning,  I  believe,  but  individual  expe^ 
rience  can  fully  prove  it  to  be  erroneous. 

The  perwn  whose  case  I  am  now  to  record,  was  a  female  of  a 
constitution  rather  delicate  than  otherwise,  and  inclining  to  the 
sanguineous  temperament;  she  complained  bat  once  of  weak* 
ness ;  but  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  other  circumstances,  in-^ 
cluced  me  to  persevere  in  the  practice  I  had  adopted,  and  the 
complaint  was  not  repeated.  No  tonic  remedies  were  had  re- 
course to  after  the  removal  of  the  spasms,  as  nothing  occurreif 
to  indicate  their  M^e.  The  obstinacy  of  the  complaint  under  a 
different  treatment,  as  it  occurred  five  vears  ago, — the  period 
of  its  recurrence,  (this  being  oou&idered  as  a  disease  almost  pe- 
culiar to  children) — ^the  violence  and  speedy  removal  of  the  sym- 
ptoms, as  well  as  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the  use  of 
purgatives,  capnot  escape  observation. 

August  29.  1^1 1. — Miss  — —  in  her  IJIst  year,  is  affected 
with  constant  and  violent  irregular  motions  of  the  arms,  legs. 
Lead,  and  occasionally  trunk  of  the  body.  The  right  arm  is 
chiefly  affected,  and  much  bruised  from  the  repeotH  blows  it* 
receives.  The  spasms  continue  during  sleep,  which  ia  short 
and  disturbed.  The  speech  is  hurried,  and  very  inarticulate ; 
the  belly  irregular ;  appetite  inuch  impaired ;  the  pulse  calm,* 
and  not  affected  by  the  spasms.  The  oatamenise  are  regular, 
and  disappeared  a  few  days  previous  to  the  attack.     Miss  > 

was  affected  with  a  disease  very  similar  to  her  present  complaints 
five  years  ago,  which  continued  fifteen  weeks,  tihe  has  been  ilF 
about  ten  days,  is  now  confined  to  bed»  and  has  taken  some 
epening  medicines  aud  assafoeilda^ 
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S»  Hjrdrargyri  submuriatis  gr,  v. 
Jalapae  pulveris  gr,  xv. 

Confect.  rosae  canin.  q«  s.  ut  fiant  pQulae  No.iv.— hon 
lomni  Bumendse ;— et  eras  primo  mane  habeat  misturam  ex 
Infus.  scnnse  Jiij, 
Tincturae  seiinae^ 
Potasse  sulphatis  aa  J  ss* 

SOth. — The  medicine  has  been  taken ;  the  alvine  evacnation 
is  copious,  fluid,  dark,  and  st^balous.  The  spasms  are  not  bo 
violent,  the  left  side  being  chiefly  affected.  Sleep  is  more  com- 
posed. 

Ig;  Masses  piluL  aloeticarum  (Ph.  Ed.)  f  ss.  Divide  in  pi* 
lulas  xlviii,  quarum  sumaiitur  tres  horfi  somni,  et  eras  mane  re* 
petantur. 

31st. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  less  copious,  but  in  other  le* 
apects  the  same  as  yesterday.     The  spasms  are  less  violent^  and 
the  symptoms,  on  the  whole,  are  a  little  abated. 
'    Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticae  No.  iii.  quarta  quaque  hora* 

Sept  1st. — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken ; 
the  alvine  evacuation  is  the  same  as  yesterday ;  but  the  spasms 
are  much  aggravated.  The  patient  complains  of  weaknessj  but 
the  pulse  is  calm,  and  moderately  firm. 

Continuentur  pilulae  aloeticse  ut  heri. 

2d. — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  n^ass  has  been  taken,  but  the 
alvine  evacuation  is  scanty  and  scybalous,  though  of  more  natu- 
ral colour  than  hitherto.  The  patient  left  her  bed  this  morning, 
and  has  been  walking  in  the  garden.  The  ri^ht  foot  is  not  rais- 
ed from  the  ground  in  walking,  though  it  is  free  from  anv  spas* 
modic  motion,  which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  nexores 
digitorum  of  the  left  hand.     She  is  in  every  respect  better. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  mistura  e  senna  ut  antea  presscriptai  et 
continuenter  pilulae  aloeticas. 

dd. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  copious  than  yesterday, 
but  in  other  respects  the  same.  The  convulsive  motions  are  a 
little  increased. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  No.  iii.  manS  et  vespefe. 

5th. — The  pills  have  been  continued  as  directed ;  the  evacua- 
tions are  fluids  less  scybalous,  and  more  natural  in  appearance 
thi^i  hitherto.  The  convulsive  motions  are  nearly  gone.  Con- 
ti^iBentur  pilulae  u.  a. 

7th. — I  found  my  patient  working  with  her  needle,  and  free 
from  spasms.     Cont.  pilulae  mane  et  vespere. 

9th. — Continues  well. 
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1 2th. — CoQtiniiefl  well    Habeat  pilalai  aloeticasj  quarum  aa« 
geatur  vel  minuatur  dosis  ut  res  requirant. 
19th. — No  return  of  complaints. 
BatA^  Nao.  16M,  1811. 


X. 

Obseroaiians  upon  Venereal  Disease.    By  J.  Peake,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

npHERE  has  been  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  medical  practitionerst 
-^  whether  those  symptoms  of  venereal  disease,  termed  second* 
aryy  as  venereal  sore  throat,  &c.  can  come  on  antecedently  to 
some  local  affection  from  the  application  of  venereal  virus,  pro- 
dncing  ulceration  or  chancre. 

Some  cases  have  come  under  my  own  immediate  notice  and 
care,  which  will,  I  think,  warran^  a  belief,  that  an  absorption 
of  the  virus  may  take  place,  without  producing  any  local  effect; 
and  that  bubo,  and  even  ulceration  of  the  throat,  may  be,  as  it 
were,  the  primarv  seat  of  the  disease. 

A  young  man  lately  consulted  me  for  the  cure  of  two  buboes 
in  the  groin,  which  had  existed  there  for  two  or  three  months 
previously;  they  had  proceeded  on  to  suppuration,  and  discharg- 
ed now  a  thin  offensive  kind  of  matter ;  below  one  of  them  waa 
a  swelling,  which  contained  pus,  but  deepseated.  This  I  after- 
wards  opened,  and  let  out  a  considec^ble  quantity.  He  com- 
plained to  me  also  of  sore  throat,  and,  upon  inspection,  I  noticed 
upon  the  tonsil  glands  on  each  side,  ulcerations  decidedly  cha* 
racteristic  of  venereal  sore  or  chancre.  These  ulcerations,  he 
jMud,  came  on  as  soon  as  matter  had  formed  in  the  buboes,  and 
had  continued  ever  since.  I  questioned  him  particularly  as  to  fait 
having  anv  sore  upon  the  penis  preceding  these  symptoms;  and 
he  assured  me  most  positively  that  he  never  had.  I  then  exa* 
mined  the  penis,  but  could  not  discover  the  least  appearance  of 
chancre  or  sore  having  been  there ;  he  had  never  before  any  ve^ 
iiereal  affection  whatever;  and  the  symptoms  under  which  he  now 
laboured,  neither  be,  nor  the  medical  attendant,  under  whose  care 
he  had  been  for  some  time,  suspected  to  arise  from  such  a  cause^ 
until,  finding  himseff  worse  under  the  prescribed  remedies,  he  . 
^9A  induced  to  procure  some  mercurial  pilU  from  an  advertising 
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fpackin  London,  and,  aftcr^akinp  one  hoi^  jbefottQ^^faiftAovidh 

sore,  and  his  tliroat  consmcrably  odten  .'..,- 

I  advised  him  to  undergo  a  regular  course  of.inefcury,.  i^«d4n 
the  course  of  a  very  iibort  tirae,  he  perceived  V%  b^ieficiaj^fiflfeCla 
Tlie  throat  became  well,,  llie  glaiuls  in  the  aroiu  beal^4,>Jmt 
there  was  still  a  di.^charge  from  thi&  sorQ  which  bad  £Mrnic4,heK 
low  oitc  of  them.  This  gradually  nv^  way.  to.tha  owdiGiQcw 
and,  in  thie  c<)U)«ie  of  five  or  six  we^  he  perfectly /^covered.  . 
Some  few  ye^rs  a/ro,  I  was  xequ^ted^  by^t  mcdu^l  sliideHt  ta 
give  my  opinion  upon  some  sligfit  ulcerations  on  the  one  side  of 
the  uvula,  and  upon. both  tonbil  glands^  which  iie-j^^lfifited^. 
from  their  appearance,  to  be  incipient  venereal  sore  throat. 
Upon  seeing  them  I  was  decidedjv  of  that  opinion,  and  indeed 
8o  were  others  much  accustomed  to  see  practice  of  this  kind. 
How  they  could  arise,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  to  know ;  he  had. 
Jiad  a  venereal  complaint  twelve  months  befoi^e ;  but  be  hM  un- 
dergone for  it  a  regular  mercurial  coursie.  The  affisctMilkttlliat 
tiii>e  consi^ted  alone  In  a  small  chancre;  which,  i^>opa  iks*he 
perceived,  he  immediately  commenced  a  regular  course  of  mer- 
cury i  and  in  the  couti^e  of  ten  days  it  healed,  but  he Dotl^iine<| 
under  the  influence  of  tlie  medicine  for  three  weeks  aft^r*  He 
had  never  before  or  nince  any  venereal  oflcction*  He  b^iUle^.' 
row  a  fhort  time,  to  commence  another  mercurial  course^  atidc 
the  di.^eafie  began  to  extend  itself  rapicUy  ;  be  at  length  cQoaeiit*. 
cd  to  its  ad  ption,  und.s  M)n  perceived  its  good  effects*  HejHsi*^ 
severed  imtil  the  ulcei-ations  were  perfectly  healed^  aud  has  re* 
ntoined  well  ever  since. 

•  A  gentltman  is  at-  present  under  my  care  who  bos  a  venerea) * 
Inibo  in  the  prroih  ;  it  ha*  .suppurated,  and  discharges  a.  thio  ^  • 
fensive  kiT'd  of  matter.   *  Has  had  no  affection  of  the  dir^at  I  bwi 
when  he  fiiht  applied  to  me,  the  sore  was  cxtendi^ig  itself  rapid* 
If:     He  iisjures  me  positively,  that  he  never  had  anj  sor^  upon* 
the  peris,   and  never  before  any  venereal  affection,  except  some- 
months  ago  a  slight  gonorrhoea.     I  hav(  placed  bioi  nnder  are- 
gulfir  mere n rial  course,  and  he  is  getting  well  very  fost. 

The  late  Mr  Hunter,  in  his  work  on  veiir/ejil  disease,  observe?, 
•'  that  the  venen  al  poison  may  be  absorbed  without  produfififf 
locaT  tiftrts  •  "  but  lie  farther  ndds,  **  it  must  be  allowed^  sack 
instances  nre  vrn*  rare ,  and  if  wc  were  to  examine  the  partsvo^ 
ry  carcfniry.  or  iiujuire  of  the  patients  veiy  stricily,  probubly  a 
sirnll  chancre  migfu  be  ('istovercd  to  htive  been  the  cause. " 

'I  have  no  rcawHi  t(t  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  dlffet-ent  f)ers<^n^  whose  cases  I  have  just  rvlated.  Iiifwo 
of  them,  no  local  aHVcth^n  of  Lies  venerea  could  l^e  traced  ^  yet- 
tlft^y  had  buboes  aud  othtf  .venereal  syiuptoma,  which  uriw.firoin 
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Am  alwNptiaD  into  the  oolisCitiitioD  6t  th«  Teiiereal  pouon.  In 
the  third  caie,  the  diaene.  It  is  found,  had  existed  twdve  monthi 
beibrei  yet  if  mercui^  wiH  ctii^  it,  a  just  and  fair  infe^nce  majft 
I  tfamk,  be  dimwn,  that  it  was  dieli  cared,  (without  taking  other- 
wise into  eonsideradoil  the  length  of  time  which  the  Ttnis  moat 
hanre  remained  hiert  in  the  system)  i  and  that  this,  as  weD  as  the 
other  two  cases,  arose  from  the  absorption  of  the  poison^  with- 
out ks  ptodudng  a  hxad  elfisct. 
€!k^ping  OtgoTf  Bssetf  Nao.9ikf  181 1. 
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Case  in  nUchiie  Benffidat  efeets  cf  Friction^  as  retommenieilnf 
Mr  Ghosvxvob,  ofOxfbri^  were  stron^y  exempUfkd.  Com- 
municated  by  Da  Dpmcan^  Senior. 

09  all  the  new  modes  of  treating  diseases^  which  hate  of  late 
obtained  great  celebrity  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  no  one# 
in  my  opinion,  is  productive  of  more  benefidal  effect^  than  the 
nddnotts  application  of  friction,  in  the  manner  introduced  by  Mr 
Gfostenor^  of  Oxford.  Some  years  ago  my  worthy  friend  Dc 
Wall,  of  Oxford,  &Toored  me  with  a  particular  account  qf  Mr 
Oros^enor^s  manner  of  employing  friction^  which  had  been  suo- 
oeasfiillT  employed  in  the  case  of  Dr  Wall's  own  daughter^  Since 
that  I  haTe  frequently  directed  it,  and,  I  think,  m  many  cases 
with  benefit.  But  or  aU  the  cases  of  which  I  hare  ever  hesnd, 
that  of  whidi  an  account  vs  given  in  the  following  letter,  affords 
the  most  wonderful  and  unexpected  instance  of  recovery  by  means 
of  fitetion.  As  the  letter  is  written  by  a  lady  of  great  discern* 
meot,  and  a  most  aficctionate  mother,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
requestfaiff  that  yon  will  give  it  a  place  in  your  Journal^  in  her 
own  worostf 

To  Dr  DiinasMf  senkr^  Kdiniurgk.  ^ 

**  I  doubt,  my  dear  doctor,  you  wiU  feel  some  sotpfise  at  now 
reeelviM  a  letter  from  an  okl  acquaintance,  after  such  an  inter- 
val of  sHence }  but  I  most  confess,  that  my  recollection  of  yonr 
kindness  and  attention  to  my  family  during  our  residence  in  Edin* 
bur^,  fa  so  strong!  that  I  cannot  resist  my  desire  of  renewing 
your  recoHecthm  of  us — more  particularly,  as  I  have  a  most  b^ 
voorable  aooottnt  to  give  of  your  little  patient  Maigaret,  who  gut 
the  bad  knee,  after  the  seariatina  she  had,  when  in  Albany  Street^ 
I  beKeve  the  last  time  I  wrote  to  you,  was  to  take  your  advi^tfor 
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,her,  in  JtSO?,  from  ^t  ^oka'fi  in  Wkshure.-  Boring  our  Uny  in 
ths^  cQuvXy^  Margaret  got  iufinitely  worse  (  the  koee  ewelicd  to 
a  great  sixe ;  the  lower  part  of  the  limb  beoefoe  pr<4>»rtioiuibly 
watted  i  her  heakh  gave  way.;  general  debili^«  lo$fi  of  appeurc, 
qui<^k  pul^Qy  in(^rning{)er9pirarioDa»  and  beigfateoed  oompleiuoa, 
seeinevl  to  portend  ibe  tno^t  unhappy  terminatian. 

^^  Air  H^y  of  Leeds,  a  6urg6on  of  emineneet  visilied  lier,  aod 
seemed  to  think  very  badly  of  the  case.     He  reeooMpeaded  aa  Wa- 
mediate  removal  to.  (he  seft^shore^  and  to  a  warmer  sUuatAon. 
We  removed  to  Parkgate,  in  Cheshire,  in  May  1808— and  Marga- 
ret received  coosi^lerable benefit  from  sea  air,.bathifigk.as!d  eafierciae. 
Her  general  health  seemed  established,  and  we  remained  there 
with  her  till  late  in  the  month  of  October.     That  winter  passed 
tolerably  with  her,  in  Chester ;  but  in  the  spring  she  got  bad 
again.     We  brought  her  to  Buxton,  in  March,  and  from  that  to 
l^rkgate,  in  June,  1 809 ;  the  air  and  water  seemed  to  hate 
the  same  beneficial  efiect  on  her  general  heahfa ;  but  she  was 
not  better  of  her  lameness ;  on  the  Qontrary,  the  leg  was  so 
contracted,  so  incapable  of  bearing  any  part  of  the  weight  of  lier 
body,  or,  indeed^  of  toiM^hing  the  ground,  that  she  was  obIigc*d  to 
use  a  crutch ;  her  knee  was  frequently  bled  with  ieeeites,  and  ti^pid 
water  poured  over  it,  according  to  the  directions  of  Dr  Monro, 
while  calomel,  hemlock,  Utne,  &c«  were  tf  ied  witfaout  an;  siir- 
ceas.     Still,  however,  there  was  no  sore;  and  asoaned  of  ibecon«- 
fences  which  might  arise  A^iii  tie  Mti  beiftg  brobeii^  I  waa  par- 
ticularly careful  i^evcr  to  let  any  remedy  beused^  Ukely  to  fxro- 
duce  thatefiect ;  of  courBelhere  was  neither  bliatefSfTauBtios  bo^ 
issues.  Appearancca,  however,  indicated  that  aores  cookl  not  k>og 
be  prevented^  the  knee  got  very  miM^h  dtsceiourod,  eodpUjitvd  in 
several  places,  undcn  neath  and  among  the  tendons  on  one  side. 
**  Under  these  circumstances  she  was  seen  by  the  ehleff  U^Cun-ie 
of  this  city,  who  mcntiooed  to  me  Mr  John  Gh>8vmor,  a  surgeon 
of  cmhience  io  Oxford,  as  a  person  whom  he  knew  to  hava-fwr- 
formed  some  reinarkaUecures,   I  wrote  to  him  f  tating  Margaret's 
situation,  and  though  he  gave  me  little,  or  indeed  no  encourage- 
ment, (for  he  said  it  was  in  incipient  cases  Ws  plan  vas  mostly 
beneficial),  I  brought  her  to  Oxford,  December  1809^  After  star- 
ing  with  her  a  few  weeks,  and  Mr  Groavenor's  telling  me  •♦  h 
had  cur€d  <m  bndj''  I  took  a  lodging  for  her,  and  left  hi r  wiiii  a 
confidential  sei^vant  uoder  Mr  Gnnvenorfa  care^ 

♦*  The  result  was,  that  slie  escaped  the  usual  spring  attack,  and 
at  the  end  of  seven  mowths,  in  iuly  following,  returnad  tu  nn , 
walking  without  oiilier  crutch  or  stick,  laying  her  htsA  flat  to  t^e 
ground,  and  with  but  little  lameness,  which  a  constant  perscVt-. . 
an^q  iince  in  his  mo^e  of  treaimcut  has  ai^rcfy  removed.    bL«.  l* 
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at  this  moment  perfecdy  ffee  from  hmemetBf  or  dkaue  of  any 
kind  ;  that  leg  as  large  as  the  others  and  Ktde,  or  no  dilfeimioo 
in  tbe  fij^ore  of  tbe  loiee. 

**  Friction,  exercise  on  foot,  and  the  occasional  use  of  ealonel^ 
were  the  osriy  remedies  used,  and  are  to  iie  oontinned  tiU  ehe  at* 
tains  her  foil  graarth,-— -she  is  now  in  h«r  1 9th  year.  I  know,  my 
dear  doctor,  from  my  former  enperlcnoe,  that  you  will  sympathize 
with  Mr  W.  and  me,  in  the  hapjpy  tormination  of  a  disease  which 
I  began  to  cowsider  as  incurable. 

CkeUer^  September 'Z^ih,  l«il« 
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Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Smallrpox  after  Ccn^pox.  By 
Thomas  Charles  Hadex^  Surgeon  to  the  Derbyshire  Ge- 
neral Infirmary. 

Tt  18  aomewfaat  flattering  to  our  national  canity  t  thal^  in  Great 
^  Britain,  nearly  the  whole  of  those  di6oa«eries  have  had  their 
birth,  to  which  natural  philosophy  and  medicjue  o«e  their  pro- 
sent  reputation  and  advancement;  and  while  we  glory  in  the 
names  of  Bacon,'  of  Newton,  of  Priestley*  .and  of  Uarrey,  we 
fed  ourselves  bound  to  express  a  just  iadi^^uatio^  Ht  the  mala* 
volence  of  those,  whose  unsounded  assertiesis  threw  a  cloud  over 
the  latter  days  of  the  last  mentioned  philosopbery  and  made  1ms 
excellent  labours  the  min  of  .his  own  happiness,  in  place  of  being 
to  trim  a  source  of  nwaith  and  of  s|;deodid  ireputation.  Thus, 
then,  we  can  appreciate  the  •severity  of  that  oppo^tion,  whidi 
must  bove  borne  so  hard  upon  the  mild  feelings  and  catidid  mo« 
desty  of  Harvey  \  and  yet,  too  many  of  us  have  .not. hesitated  to 
play  the  same  part  towanda  one,  whose  name,  in  future  af^es, 
will  be  mentioned  with  the  same  veneration  as  l^at  of  bis  imr 
mortal  prototype.  Alike  in  their  motives,  in  their  dispositions, 
aad  in  their  diaracters  $  tlie  time  is  not  fiur  distant,  wben  tbc^ 
names  of  Harvey  and  of  Jenaer  will  become  inseparable  in  thff 
remembrance  ofan  admiring  posterity ;  for,  although  the  former 
physiologist  has  more  extensively  contribtUed  to  the  accnracy 
of  our  pathological  reasonings,  yet  the  direct  manner  in  whicii 
Dr  ieitner's  disoovcry  bears  upon  tlie  deacetst  interests  of  hitnnr? 
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nity,  wifl  secure  to  his  mcmorj  a  Teiierauao  to  be  felt  by  idl 
mankind. 

At  present,  however,  it  is  impossible  not  to  associate  with  the 
recollection  of  Jenner,  a  feding  of  shame  at  the  neglect  with 
whidi  he  has  been  treated  by  his  ungrateful  countrymen.  He 
has,  in  his  native  land,  been  reviled  by  individwds,  and  though 
rewaided  by  the  l^islature,  their  inadequate  booir  was  euciibitter- 
•d  by.  iUiberal  o|KpQsition  $  whikt,  in  the  country  of  hk  heredi- 
tary enemy,  statues  have  been  raised  to  hfe  honmur,  and  the  most 
ample  respect  paid  to  his  invaluable  services*  But  stilV  Ae  has 
even  here^  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  merits  are  appre- 
ciated properly  by  every  thinking  and  unpr^udiced  person  ;  and, 
when  he  contemplates  the  changes  whic^  his  labours  have  pro- 
duced in  idmost  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world,  he  mubt 
forget,  for  a  moment,  the  outward  mortifications  he  experiences 
at  booie,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  feelipg  more  productive  of  hap- 
piness than  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  this  sublunary 
world. 

Hfippily,^  it  is  becoming  unnecessary  to  add  to  that  evidence, 
which  has  established  the  eftcacy  of  the  cow-pox  inoculation ; 
but  it  is  still  useful  to  extend  our  knowledge  on  the  subject,  un- 
til we  can  with  certainty  determine  the  precise  value  of  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  hunnm  constitution.  The  following  statement 
therefore,  of  cases  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  friend 
Mr  Cade,  surgeon  of  Spondon,  will  stand  in  need  of  no  apo- 
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^or  several  years,  the  village  of  Burrowash  had  remained  free 
from  8mall«pox  infection,  in  consequence  of  the  cow-pox  inocu* 
lation  having  been  verv  generally  practised  $  when  Anne  Wood, 
10  years  old^  who  bad  had  the  cow-pox  8  years-  before,  came 
from  Birmingham  on  November  7tli  1810^ 

This  child  sickened  on  November  8th,  contmued  feverish  for 
about  three  days,  and  then  broke  out  with  the  amail-pox.  The 
pustules  were  sroaU,  but  they  came  to  a  head,  and  began  to  de- 
cline on  the  fourth  day  after  the  eruption. 
'  Eight,  days  afterwftrds,  Sarah  Wood,  aged  16  years,  and 
Charles  Wood,  aged  19,  sickened  in  the  same  way,  and  had  a 
perfectly  similar  complaint,  whilst  Robert  Wood,  aged  24,  who 
nad  formeriy  had  the  small^^pox,  and  Mary  Wood,  aged  8,  who 
had  had  the  cow-pox  4  years  before^  remained  free  from  infec- 
tion. 

On  November  24th,  Maria  Wright,  aged  2,  who  had  been 
nursed  by  one  of  Wood's  chiklrcn,  and  had  never  had  the  cow'* 
po^,  took  the  small-pox  severely,  and  died  on  December .  iilii. 
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vhich  wad  the  elerratli  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  erop- 
don. 

In  consequence  of  these  unusual  appearances,  alarm  was  taken, 
and  ow  December  ^d,  she  other  children  were  inocnlafcd  for  the 
cow-pox,  two  of  them  with  matter  fVom  the  Vaccine  Institution 
in  London,  and  the  remaining  fciir  with  matter  taken  at  Derby. 
The  names  of  these  children  were,  Henry  Wright,  aged  four 
montiis,  Tliomas  Chambers,  aged  6  years,  William  Chnnibers, 
stged  ^,  Jane  Chambers,  aged  4,  WilKam  Wright,  aged  S,  and 
James  Tirigff,  aged  6. 

In  all,  a  healthy  ▼esicTe  was  produced;  On  Dccemfber  9th, 
which  was  the  seventh  day*  after  inoculation,  they  all  continued 
free  from  fisfver,  except  rfcnry  Wright,  who  broke  out  with  the 
smatt-pox.  He  had  much  fever,  the  pustules  were  very  numer« 
ous,  and  were  of  a  fine  sort.  The  vaccine  pustule  on  his  arm 
was  saspended  in  its  progress,  continued  crvstalline,  ant)  only 
changea  after  December  15th,  when  the  smali-pox  pustules  be- 
gan to  turn.  After  this  period,  the  vaccine  vesicle  went  through 
its  regular  stages  of  Inflammation,  purnlency,  and  scabbing: 
the  scab  had  a  dark  mahogany  colour.  • 

The  remaining  five  went  rrguferly  on  with  Ae  cow-pox,  had 
a  smdl  degree  of  fever  about  the  8th  day,  and  on  the  12th, 
(December  13th),  the  scabs  had  become  dark-coloured,  when 
Thomas  Chambers  broke  out  with  the  small-pox.  On  the  13th 
daj',  (December  14tb),  the  other  four  were  also  affected  in  the 
same  way.  In  aSt  five,  the  disease  was  mild,  and  the  pustuica 
began  to'  decfine  on  the  4-th  day  after  the  eruption.  WiHiam 
Wright,  however,  had  more  eruptive  fever  than  the  other*?,  and 
tke  pocks  were  larger. 

In  addition  to  these,  Catherine  Chambers,  aged  8  years,  who 
had  bad  the  cow-pox  6  or  7  years  before,  and  who  had  two  per- 
fect cicatrices  on  tier  arm,  broke  out  with  the  smiill-pox  on  De- 
cember 1  Ith.  Slie  had  few  pustules  on  her  arms  and  face,  but 
many  on  bcf  body. — They  were  small  In  size,  and  began  also  to 
decline  on  the  fourth  day. 

There  were  many  otiier  children  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
Ivad  bad' tlie  small-pox,  or  cow-pox  ;  but  all  these  continued  free 
from  the  small-pox. 

It  seerhs  scarcely  possible  for  cases  to  be  more  complete  and 
satisfactory  than  these.  The  eruption  was  the  snnie  in  ail ;  as 
well  in  those  children  in  whom  the  cow-pox  run  through  its  or- 
dinary course,  as  those  in  whom  it  terminated  so  much  earlier 


•  After  the  turning  of  tlie  small-pox,  tliis  child  had  fever  for  two  or  tlirce  dayf 
-'^Vas  this  the  comrtitutioiial  eflect  produced  by  the  cow-pox  ? 
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than  is  customary.  It  is  cxtmordinarir  thut  8o  manyeasca  should 
have  occurred  at  the  same  time ;  because,  although  all  the  child* 
ren  who  took  the  smali-pox  affasr  the  cow-pox,  liad  been  inocu- 
lated for  the  cow-pox,  cither  by  Mr  Cade  or  myself,  yet,  diis 
had  been  done  at  distant  periods,  and  with  different  matter. 
The  cases,  therefore,  become  exceedingly  interesting,  inasmoch 
as  they  seem  to  prove, 

1st,  That  the  cow-pox  is  capable,  not  only  of  destroying,  in 
roost  cases,  the  predisposition  in  the  human  constitution,  to  be 
affected  with  small-pox,  but,  also,  in  others,  to  modify  the  ap- 
pearances of  smaU^pox,  to  shorten  its  duration,  and  almost  to 
change  it  into  a  new  disease* 

2d,  That,  aUhonfrh  this  modification  of  small- pox  is  mild  in 
itself,  yet  it  is  capable  of  pixxlaciiig,  in  others  prediS()osed  to  the 
disease,  a  small- pox  similar  to  the  common  kind  in  its  symp- 
tbms,  its  duration,  and  in  its  terminations.— -Hence  they  are  one 
and  the  same  disease. 

3d,  That  the  modified  small-pox  is  subject  in  its  duration  to 
a  law,  as  certain  as  that  which  regulates  the  termination  of  com- 
mon small- pox. 

There  are  many  other  curious  reflections  which  will  naturally 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  these  cases.  It  would  be  of  con- 
seouencc  to  know,  whether  the  modified  small-pox  is  an  invari- 
ably mild  disease,  or  whether,  occasionally,  it  may  not  assume 
a  more  formidable  aspect.  In  these  cases,  it  was  exceedingly 
mild,  but  still  the  degree  of  eruptive  fevor  varied  in  most  of  them ; 
and  in  one  it  was  comparatively  violent,  attended  with  eruptions 
of  a  larger  size. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  concluded  this  letter  with  sotre 
valuable  extracts  relative  to  the  small  pox  and  cow-pox,  fhnn 
Humboldt's  Statistical  Account  of  New  Spain  ;  but  I  find  tlicy 
have  already  beon  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  6th,  p.  323,  et  infra.  I  shall  only,  therefore,  remark,  that 
they  aeem  to  me  to  be  of  very  considerable  importance,  especi- 
ally, that  observation  respecting  the  small-pox,  tho  black  vomit, 
and  other  fatal  disorders  of  those  climates,  that  thoy  only  be- 
come epidemic  at  distant  and  stated  j>eriods.  Indeed  the  whole 
of  M.  Hiimboldt's  publication  is  well  worth  an  attentive  consi- 
deration. 

Btrhxi^  JuneQd,  1811. 
P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  some  months  ago,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  letter,  from  my  friend  Mr  Granger,  surge<m 
of  Burton,  with  a  permission  that  it  mav  be  puhliahcd  in  the 
lulinburph  Journal,  if  you  think  proper. " 


Dear  Sift,  Bitrtfrn^^oiuTntUt^  ApgUifZ€iM^  1811. 

I  now  send  yon  the  premised  aceoont  of  four  ca^es  of  vario* 
\imm  erapliom,  subseqmtii  to  perfect  vaecination,  which  ^ocur* 
red  in  this  neiglibottrnood«  about  two  years  back,  under  my  ob*' 
serration.  I  stated  fully  Uie  particular^,  of  tlie.ve  c^ae^^  on  the 
inataat^  to  the  Royal  JetHieiian  Soeiety.  The  fuUoving  are  die 
only  memoranda  l  have  kept. 

Ami  Buckley  of  Medway,  8  years  ok^,  ▼oootnated  Ivy  Mr 
Whaleky  about  five  years  a^ipo,  has}ust  had  the  sinaU-))Ox  mildly. 
'Hie  emptione  were  smaUer  tbaii  comdioa,  and  very  boon  came 
to  a  head. 

Wittiam  Buckley,  6  years  old,  was  vaccinated  with  bis  sister; 
attacked  witli  sickness  and  fever,  after  Ann  Buckley ;  on  the 
third  day  broke  out  of  the  small- pox* 

Thomas  Cole,  of  Medway,  vaccinated  three  years  n^o,  by 
Mr  Whateley,  wlien  Buckley's  children  were  ill|  became  bick 
and  feverish.  On  the  third  day  a  few  small  eruptions  took  ])lace, 
which  disappeared  in  three  days. 

William  Cole,  8  years  old,  ^accUiated  with  the  same  matter 
as  his  brother,  has  had  the  small- pox  mildly- 

Mr  Cole's  chiMren  received  the  infection  fron^  a  younger  child^ 
which  died  of  inoculated  small- pox,  in  the  liouste. 

I  sliotiid  noention,  that  wh«i  the  above  named  duldrcn  broke 
out  of  the  small- pox,  the  (disease  prevailed  epiclemically  in  ifeverai 
villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Burton,  particularly  at  Winshill,  Med- 
way on  Newliall,  whore  the  popnlation  is  oonsiderable  on  account 
of  tlie  eoalery.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the  disease 
proved  fatal.  It  was  no  uncommon  thmg  for  two  or  three  child- 
ren in  one  family  to  die  of  the  small-pox.  An  opportunity  of 
putting  the  practice  of  vaccination  to  a  more  severe  test,  could  not 
possibly  occur.  By  very  little  exertion  on  tny  part,'  the  distrust 
which  many  of  the  laborious  poor  entertained  about  the  security 
afforded  by  the  €ow*pox,  gave  way ;  an  entire  stop  was  put  to 
8maH*pox  inoculation  i  rad  every  individual  encompassed  by  the 
epidenuc  (without  an  exception  of  consequence)  susceptible  of 
variokMia  infection,  undei^went  the  process  of  vaccination.  .The 
melancholy  fatality  of  the  epidemic  was  thus  arrested. 

Am,  tUfl  period  of  the  day,  additional  evidence  in  favour  of  ' 
vaccination  is  not  needed  ;  I  shall  only  say,  that  if,  among  the 
numbers  vaccinated  on  this  occasion,  an  instance  occurred  of  the 
>niall*pox  virus  taking  efiec(  after -vaccination^  1  am  ignorant 
of  it. 

It  cannoti  I  think,  be  doubted,  notwiihstendiogahc  imper« 
fection  of  these  memoranda,  that  the  cnaes  were  examples  ot  the 
am>n^&ly  of  small-pox  supervening  on  the  cow-pox.     It  is  a  ma« 
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teniJ.dr^umstU€e»iii  niy.iBiiicfi  ^t  ibehteMr.WlMldfrmfr- 
cbated  the  children ;  as,  on  aceowt  of  th^4)ppD6ilii9Rjike>wi 
wit;^  ia  imroducing,  Uifr.Mw^f^  in  ihit  ii«|gbbQurhaQ^-b<k  ^IW 
¥eiy  p«rucultf  in  satisfying  Iwui^*  whether  ^^mryiiidi^idiMilJKi 
▼aocinated  bad  the  caw^pox  regatarJj^*  '  *  f^ . 

T*be  com*^  ^  the  spiaUTpo|(»  iQ«b  I  vail  r^oolled*  waa  vitdi* 
fied,  as  is  us^al  in  these  anomalous  cases*  The  deoi^va^^iitronhr « 
stanceSf  howevert  are  the  scars  on  the  arnx^  and  n^i^tiOMB* 
children^  who  were  vaccinated  with  the  sama  niattaiBf  ^^M^iptfK^ 
empt  from  the  small-pox^  und«r  thei  ix«sb  cxpostireito  ila  inft^D^ 
tion««-T-I  remain,  &g. 

ifr  ChtftUs  J^  Hadetk^  Derby. 


XIII. 

Case  of  Hepatitis  terminating  in  Sphacelus*  Communicated  by 
W.  C.  Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons*  l^ndofi,    .  ; 

Tf  the  foQowing  heads  of  a  case  will  be  acceptable,  9b  a  further 
-*•  confirmation  of  the  frequency  of  the  termination  of  hepatitis 
in  sphacelus,  in  warm  climates^— as  one  of  several  instances  with- 
in my  knowledge^  and  as  a  concurrent  opinion  with  thMe  ob- 
servalioBS  mentioned  by  Dr  Chjabolm-^ymir  reception  of  it  in 
your  Journal^  that  it  tnaiy  probably  meet  with  his  paniad,  watt 
be  de^Kcd  «  mark  of  your  wishes  to  difiiise  medical  &et&;  . 

John  Bryam,  cetat,.  SO,,  of  a  short  and  muscdar  stetura,  sadch 
addicted  to^nkii^,  coospiained  of  all  the  sympcons  of  acute  h^ 
)patiti8,paiA  in  the  right  hypochondrium^  inoreaae  oCiieat»  iiain* 
ful  respiratioD,  &c. ;  urine  acanty  and  of  a  bilious  tioge^  and 
bowels  irregular.  Treated  by  venesection^  the  system  of  deple*- 
tion,  and  bUsters,  which  relieved  the  existing  urgtm  svBiolx>ms, 
after  which  geaeral  paias  in  the  epigastrium,  en^vemeut  in  ^ 
right  hypocSandnac  region,  pain  and  tenderness  od  preeaoiw, 
extending  through  the  thoffax  andaeapula,  irxitabilityof  atamach. 
disorder^  funcuons  <rf  the  intestinal  canal,  dyspnia  and  fever 
contsnued  to  harass  huD,  though  every  physicarremedT  «w  in 
vain,tnedt»J«liavehmlartwoinoni^^  Whenoncleanneahip 
for  artioiit  ttfuar  rewiwng  h|mbeip»:,  be  spec^^^ 


ItJ*'  m'V^C*s<iue'ifB^aim.  57 


my  111011,  wllicll«1anninatediR^delllil•' 

Ov  pfMMdKtigto  ottmiiie  ibh  ImmI^i  the  iMmneii' appesreet 
oiMMidiMliiy*dfctai€hd;    After  dkft^cftmg  hcdr  the  eommon  fme- 
gmnentsy  and  laying  back  the^flapaof  the  paricftes,  m  doing  wMcil'' 
the^l^M^  ^iM  alaiost  MgvppcfrtiM^  a  qiumiffy  of  dark  coloured 
faraoa  iMdy  nbted  with  pat,  iMtted  out.    The  li^r,  was  a  ma«r 
of  difcdt  gmmofn  poa,  with  tpbaedated  portioitt;  thepanenehe*  * 
raatMtfiaiilMatteedftirived,  and  the  prhtdpld  parts  of  ihehDT^ 
vesBok  imlyJtet'deMrffibte)'  the^ri^'andednreKiobeotiebfig ' 
of  pos,  ^icn  had  poshed  up  the  diaphragm  iatty  theright  eavi^ 
tj  of  die  tboras,  prodacing  disease  in  that  muscle,,  and  im(ied« 
iug  the  action  of  the  lung.    The  abdominal  viscera  exhibited^ 
marks  of  recent  inflammation,  with  efliision,  adhesion  of  the  o« 
m^Hom  and  peritonaeum  to  the  whole  viscera  of  the  ri)domen. 

Gavi^-df  ^Wiftest  heakhy,  wiA  the  exception  of  adhesiotts 
of  the  right  lun^  to  the  diaphragm  and  pleura  costalis. 

jUSea^  October  1811. 


THE  INQUIRER,  Na  XXIIL 

ObsfitvatiottM^mJI^tJSlf^^ 

A  a.  tfaaiB.are  few  wKirl|id  caoditions'of  the  human ^boifyv  pf'  '■ 
<^^  wfciah  inflamoiatiMi  doea  not,  ^  <>ne  period  ^ift  anaihci^' 
comtituteieidiar  an  essential  or  a  aobordinate  part,  i|]beoonies'la<*^  ^ 
dispensable  necessary  bt  every  HMdioalpraocitioneraoibe  ahts  to- 
form  lolsar,  and  defiute- ideas  respedLsgiisnatiite***   AsQrdbm-''' 
tigationy'$bexafor«v  ^bich  aims  at  die  ttttaiiimQac>gf  this*ob$eot9^ 
mustf.  I  ftresome,  be  m  some  degree  useful)  howeaer  imperfeotiy  i 
it  may:be  paosecuted^  and  it  ivprincipaUy  on  thi»acooaM«^  >. 
I  fed  <)onfideBoe  in  oAring  tfae'folkywiDgobs6»vatioos^.tfae>ni^  ^ 
ticGof  jMsr.veadcts*       •^ 

lafaanaatieo  has dvafs bean  r^arded  aaaifisst principle  in  - 
patbakPOT>  wilboitt  an  aecorate  coneeption  ef  wkkli^  itss^ecime)^  f 
ly  poesMe.tD  pvoceed  a  singie  slepin  tiietreaunsntof  >diieasei  > 
It  mayjthcnfare  appear  at ■  first 'S^({ht  sarprisingy  >  that  aay  tdis^ '^ 
cordance^of.opiaioisslioitki  exist  withrespeottait;  and' it  mays  • 
evea  tend  toploee  sne^eal  science  itself  M»  no  veryrespectabio 
ppiotof  juaw,  ivhan  iu  fiindaaiMta)  dootriafesafenot^ax^mfit^' 


i..\» 
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ed  fn>m  rccerrmsr  whatever  nsterpretotieii  'the'ingfainiitj'oC 
votaries  may  thliik  fit  to  impose.  If,  howerer,  w«  refleet  otf« 
tie  C!>inpiex  ami  intricate  operations  of  attttnal  life,  line  iin|K»^— 
sibility  of  oxpktinmg^  many  of  its  principal  phenonaenaf  and  tii^ 
boundless  lalitiuio  thence  afii>rded  to  cnnjectnre  and  hjrpotbmi?^ 
«Ae  oudrht  perhaps  to  consider  .it  usmisoDftble  to  eTspect  unani** 
mity  of  sefUinieiit  pn  any  subject,  whore  endi  a  variety  of  con-^ 
trfldictory  materiaU  are  associated  together.  » 

•  In  the  production  of  the  more  crfKiouspheooaMiia'Of  inflaiiB* 
mntion,  the  sangniferous  system  seems,  as  far  a$  mra  are  able  to 
jucige,  to  be  chiefly^  if  not  8oIe!y  concerned  ;  aad  iberefbre^  to 
afceftain  the  precise  condition  of  the  vessels  on  which  tiicee 
pbenonioiia  dq^endy  necessarily  forms  an  object  of  primary  im- 
povtanre.  • 

On  this  «ul>ject,  two  opinions  have  for  some  time  pc'evaiied, 
69  irreconcileably  opposed  to  each  other,  that  to  beUeve  the  one 
correct,  i&  to  consider  tiie  other  wholiy  erroneous;  and  coose-* 
quenlly,  as  our  practice  in  inflammation  jiittst  be  rcguhued  en- 
tirely by  the  opinion  which  we  adopt,  our  decision  ought  to  be 
the  result  of  an  attentive  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it. 

It  would  certainly  have  better  promoted  the  search  after  the 
information  I  am  anxious  to  obtain,  could  I  have  entered  on  the 
discussion,  in  which  1  am  about  ta  esgagc,  with  a  mind  divested 
complttely  cf  any  prepossession  in  favour  of  a  particular  doc- 
trine.  But  this  is  not  at  all  times  in  one's  power,  nor  shall  I,  in 
the  present  instance,  atten»pt  it.  A  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  as  well  as  of  the  modus  operandi 
oT  remedies,  not  perhaps 'uhogether  uninflaenced  liy  thoee  viewa 
which  are  the  result  of  ed^ationi  have  served  to  impress  my 
mind  with  a  belief  in  the  fruperiorit)r  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  In  venUiring  on  the  field  of  argu- 
ment, therefore,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  appearing  as  an 
avowed  partizan,  with  all  the  prejudices  and  partiality  which  na- 
turally belont^  to  that  character.  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
expect,  chat  the  cause  of  which  I  am  a  very  unworthy^  and  a 
very  incompetent  defaider,  is  likely  to  be  indebted  to  my  efforts 
for  any  powerful  support,  as  I  lay  daim  to  very  little  ori^naltty, 
either  in*  point  of  reasoning  or  tnihrihation  ^  nor  indeed  does  it 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  either.  My  chief  olijects  are  to  endea- 
vour to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
commonly  received  doctrine  of  inflannnation ;  and  to  anaiyiK^, 
and,  if  posidble,  refute,  in  a  detailed  and  connected  manner,  the 
principal  arguments  adduced  in  favour  of  the  hypothesis  by 
)vhich  it  has  bceu  attempted  to  nipport  it.     I  have  been  induced 
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t»  make  this  attempt,  because,  so  far  from  any  systematic  opposi^ 
tion  to  the  new  doctrine  having,  to  the  best  of  my  knuwlecl^e, 
been  yet  published,  an  implied,  or  rather  a  direct  sanction,  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it^  in  the  Fifth  Number  of  the  Eilinburf^it 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  When  an  opinion,  which  is  coaii« 
pletely  at  variaDce  with  the  oae  most  generally  received,  thus 
uaeets  with  even  the  partial  support  of  those  who  are  the  rcputctl 
umpires  in  medical  disputation,  it  can  no  longer  be  treatnil  with 
UKiiffereiice ;  and  it  consequently  becomes.an  object  of  soric  tu« 
terest  to  ascertain  its  claims  to  f preeminence,  and  to  determine  at 
once  which  of  the  two  merits  the  preference*  If  these  oht-ei'vu* 
tions,  therefore,  shall  have  no  better  effect,  ilicy  will,  I  trust,  be 
tke  means  of  inducing  some  one  to  come  lor  ward,  and,  by  sub* 
vcrtincr  my  statements,  establish  the  opposite  theory  on  a  lirmer 
basis  than  tliat  o%\  which  it  appears  to  lue  to  be  coubtrucKnl. 

The  florid  appearance  which  an  infljuned  surlace  eKbtbtts,  at* 
once  denotes  the  presence  of  a  more  than  ut>ual  quantity  of  blooil 
in  the  part;  and  the  inference  which  immeiliatciy  sut^tfcsu  iuelf 
'^  that  the  other  phenomena  which  occur,  are  either  ciu|v»udeiit 
on,  or  in  some  way  or  other  intimately  connected  with,  this  ad- 
ditional quantity.  Before  we  can  attempt  to  di&co\f'r  by  what 
means  this  preternatural  accumulation  has  taken  place  ;  in  what 
the  actual  condition  of  the  parts,  to  which  it  has  given  rise»  con« 
sists ;  or  in  what  manner  ttie  deviation  from  the  healthy  state  in 
to  be  removed;  our  views  must  be  directed  to  the  whole  vascular 
system,  and  more  especially  to  the  consideration  of  those  powers 
which  influence  materially  the  motion  <if  the  blood.  In  tracing 
tbeir  joperation,  they  must  be  regarded  as  affecting  not  only  the 
circulation  of  the  part  itself,  but  also  that  of  the  whole  systenu 
It  b  not,  however,  requisite  for  my  present  purpose  to  treat  of 
the  various  agents  which  are  capable  of  actinur  either  generally 
or  locally,  or  in  what  manner  they  produce  tiieir  eflects ;  bui, 
aseiuming  these  as  understood,  my  intention  is  to  examine  the 
subject  with  an  immediate  reference  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  vessels. 

The  testimony  which  we  possess  of  the  opinionn  entertained 
by  the  ancients  on  this  subject,  tends  to  show  clearly,  that  they 
considered  inflammation  as  a  state  of  increased  vigour  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  vessels.  This  tbrms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  all 
their  writings,  where  the  subject  is  either  directly  or.  remotely 
treated  of,  that  no  elaborate  quotations  are  necessary  fur  its  con- 
firmation* The  same  doctrine  continued  to  prevail  nhuost  uni- 
vca'sally,  down  to  a  period  tliat  may  b^  deemed,  speaking  comfia^ 
ratively,  of  very  modern  date ;  for  althtHii^b  it  had,  in  a  few  in** 
stances,  been  opposed  by  those  .who  mointaiilcd  that  ii:U4miiiiatS<»> 
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«k?pcnd<»d  on  dtminish^d  action  or  debiKtj  of  the  vessels,  the  latter 
opinion  exercihed  a  very  limited  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
i})edical  profession  in  general.  In  the  year  1765,  (as  appears 
from  tfie  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medicjil  and  Sur- 
gical Journal),  Vacca  Berlinghieri,  professor  at  Pisa,  published  a 
theory  of  inflammation  to  this  effect,  in  the  form  of  mathematical 
pVopositions,  demonstrations,  lemmas,  corollaries,  and  scholiums. 

But  he  assumes  as  inflammation  vbat  cannot  be  considered  as 
constituting  that  state;  and  even  allowing  that  his  views  are  cor* 
rect,  they  apply  merely  to  the  siate  of  the  blood,  without  havings 
any  reference  to' that  of  the  vessels;  and  consequently,  they  do 
not  bear  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

About  the  year  1790,  the  doctrine  of  diminished  action  began 
to  assume  a  more  formidable  aspect,  in  consequence  of  two  inge- 
nious dissertations  on  the  subject,  wTitten  by  Dr  Lubbock  and 
Mr  Allen,  surgeon,  and  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh^  but  never  published.  Smce  that  time  it  met  with 
some  fee&e  support  from  a  few  authors  of  rcj^pectabilfty.  ^fhe 
late  Mr  Latta  is  the  only  surgical  writer,  as  far  as  I  know,  who 
has  adopted  the  hypothesis ;  but  as  the  method  of  treatment  re- 
commended by  him  in  inflammation,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
very  principles  of  the  hypothesis,  •  his  authority  on  this  point 
18  not  entitled  to  the  smallest  notice.  With  the  exception  of  Dr 
Fowler,  who  wrote  an  inaugural  dissertation  in  its  favour  in  179S, 
the  theory  gained  scarce  any  proselytes,  and  certainly  no  defend- 
ers of  any  note,  from  the  period  of  Mr  Latta's  pnbhcation  ufitU 
the  year  1804*,  when  Dr  Wilson  of  Worcester  pubUshed  a  trea- 
tise on  Febrile  Diseases,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate, 
by  experiment,  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  and  to  overturn  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  Some  time  afterwards,  f  thesame 
author  published  an  essay  on  the  Nature  of  Fever,  in  which  he 
adhered  to  tlie  same  opinion,  and  attempted  to  prove  the  identity 
or  the  analogy  of  fever  and  inflammation.  He  has  still  farther 
pressed  the  publicity  of  these  views  through  the  medium  of  'thfe 
Edinburgh  JVIedicai  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  he  has  te^ 
stated  at  length  some  of  his  experiments;  and  from  the  result,  And  ^ 
the  reasoning  founded  on  them,  he  has  deduced  the  legithnacy  of 
the  doctrine  of  diminished  action.  As  his  statements  %  embrace, 
1  believe,  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  has  been  said  by  those 
who  have  preceded  him,  I  hai^e  sekcted  what  he  has  said  on  the 


.  ♦  Vide  Latta's  Surgery,  vol.  I,  J).  9». 

f  I  am  perliaps  uot  afeogvthw  c<  tnct  with  regard  to  the  order  and  time  of  tbeia 
pnblirations;  but  Uiat  u  a  lofttci:  of  nu  K,v\)M%\xvmx^ 
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subject,  as  aflbrdinff  the  most  complete  and  recent  account  that 
has  been  given  of  the  proob  and  reasoning  on  that  side  of  the 
question.  I  am  very  far  from  entenaining  any  idea  that  Dr 
Wilj»on  will  deem  the^e  observations  likely  to  invalidate  any  of 
the  opinions  which  he  supports.  I  take  the  liberty,  however,  of 
expressing  a  wish  that,  if  ever  he  shall  favour  them  with  a  per- 
u<^9  he  may  not  consider  them  as  an  attack  made  purposely  on 
him  ;  I  dij^claim  any  such  intention*  The  attack,  if  it  ^hall  be 
dii^nified  with  that  appellation,  haa  been  directed  against  the  hy- 
pothesis, *  through  the  person  who  has  appeared  as  its  most  os* 
tensible  champion.  Ttie  identifying  Dr  Wilson,  therefore,  with 
the  hypothesis,  and  the  frequent  mention  of  his  name,  to  which 
I  sbaU  be  obliged  to  have  recoun^e,  are  done  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity.  This  avowal  he  will  have  the  les**  dif- 
ficulty in  crediting,  from  the  total  absence  of  any  motive  of  i^ 
personal  nature  on  my  part,  to  impugn  his  opintoub;  therespecl 
which  his  character  as  an  author  (Kmands  from  me ;  and  also 
from  the  circumstance,  that  the  opinion  which  he  supports,  no 
more  originated  with  him,  than  does  the  one  which  i  have  ven^ 
tured  to  defend,  own  me  for  its  author. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  more  easily  at  the  coi^lusions  to 
which  bia  experiments  lead,  Dr  Wilson  commences  his  observa- 
tions on  the  nature  of  inflammation,  by  opposing  the  doctrine 
so  long  maintained  by  the  Boerhaavian  school,  and  by  many  «ti[l 
not  entirely  exploded,  that  obstruction  of  the  minute  ve<^sels  ta 
capable  of  prociucing  the  phenomena  of  iuflammation.  *'  Admit- 
ting,." he  says,  **  Uiat  the  vessels  of  any  part  are  obstructed,  it 
does  n^t  follow  that  an  accumulation  of  blood  will  take  place  in 
it  I  the  blood  may  pass  off  by  anastomosing  branches,  or  the  ve<^^ 
fiels  may  resist  the  distending  force. '  f  It  must  be  admitted,  that 
it  does  not  follow  necessarily  in  every  case,  for  the  reasons  men- 
tioned by  Dr  W. ;  but  these  very  reasons  allow,  by  the  terms  in 
wfiich  they  are  expressed,  that  the  blood  may  not  pass  off  by  tlir^^e 
branches,  and  the  vessels  may  not  resist  the  distending  force. 
The  latter  supposition,  respectii^  the  r&^tstance  of  the  vessels,  in- 
volves a  position  which,  although  Dr  W.  takes  it  fcH*  granted,  h?i9 
not  yet  been  explained,  and  futis  to  be  discussed  with  more  propriety 
hereafter.  From thedoctac*s.own  reasoning,  therefore,  the  iinpH^ssf- 
bilityof  inflammation beingproduccd  by  obiiruction,  does  not  seem 
to  be  established.  Heenforceshisobjectionsby  the  folio  wingexperi- 

*  I  hare  used  tbc  words  doctrine,  theory,  atid  hypothesM  indiscriminntety;  fl- 
fhougik,  of  course,  &isendiiUy  different  in  «gnift<?tttion,  they  nitty  be  emplo}'%d  hefe 
frtthoui  creating  any  «mbq^ity,  and  wiU  t«nd  to  myo  Ttpo^oiw 

f  Vide  Edin.  Mc<i.  and  Suijf.  Jousoai^  Nu.  jlv.  ]^«^U 
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Di^nt :  ^*  I  passed  n  hot  wire  throuf^  the  web  of  a  firafjfs  foot^ 
by  wliich  tl>e  skin  about  the  hole  was  shrivelled,  and  the  vessels 
obstructed,  no  fluid  of  any  kind  being  discharged.  Here  an  ob* 
struct  ion  was  produced,  surely  more  than  equal  to  what  can  be 
supposed  to  take  place  in  many  inflammations  of  small  extent,  y^ 
no  symptom  of  inflammation  followed,  every  part  of  the  web  ap- 
pealing as  pale  as  before  the  experiment.  '*  It  may  be  remarked^ 
that  the  part  on  which  this  experiment  was  performed,  possessed 
very  little  sensibility,  and  that  the  powerful  stimulus  applied^ 
was  calculated  to  extinguish  that  small  portion,  both  in  and  near 
the  part,  or  at  least  to  diminish  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  so  far 
from  any  effect  being  instantly  produced,  analogous  to  an  in* 
flammation  of  small  extent^  the  conseqaences  of  the  application 
would  not  be  observable  for  some  considerable  time.  The  ant* 
mal  was  a  cold-blooded  one,  and  perhaps  it4s  sentient  powers  were 
not  the  most  acute.  The  web  of  tlie  foot  in  all  animals  is  im* 
perfectly  organized,  consisting  of  a  species  of  condensed  ceDuIar 
membrane,  endowed  with  very  little  sensibility,  at  least  in  ihe 
first  instance,  and  therefore  it  was  scarcely  adapted  to  exhibit  the 
delicate  process  which  he  wished  to  observe.  Whether  inflamma- 
tion would  have  taken  place,  had  sufficient  time  been  aUowed  to 
elapse,  remains  to  be  seen,  as  Dr  W.  does  not  appear  to  have 
coniinucd  bis  observations  mudi  beyond  the  time  oecupied  in 
pasising  the  wire.  Supposing,  however,  that  the  part  was  'in 
every  respect  suitable,  Dr  W.  must  either  admit  that  he  did  not 
wait  for  a  sufi^ient  length  of  time,  or  he  must  be  prepared  to 
prove,  that  thestimulus  of  a  hot  iron  cannot  produce  inflammation 
of  a  part  of  the  body  possessing  sensibility.  Dr  W,  is  not  to  be 
told,  that  the  application  of  the  n>ost  powerful  stimuli  to  the  less 
acutely  sensible  parts,  as  the  bones,  ligaments,  tendons,  &c«  does 
not  for  a  time  province  inflammation;  yet  because  they  are  notino- 
mctiiately  excitable,  would  any  one  conclude  that  they  shall  not 
become  the  seat  of  inflammation  of  the  most  violent  description  ^ 
Nay,  it  is  extremely  doubifu I,  whether,  in  the  short  time  allotted 
for  the  perforaiance  of  the  experiment,  it  would  be  possible  to 
trace  the  size,  progress  and  establisliraenl  of  inflammatory  action 
in  any  part  of  the  body  where  the  texture  of  the  part  bad  been,  as 
it  was  on  this  occasion,  completely  destroyed.  It  may  be  ob- 
served, in  this  place,  though  perhaps  somewhat  prefnaturely* 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  Dr  W.  to  Sshow  why,  in  this  case,  ini]?.n> 
mation  did  not  take  place,  according  to  the  principles  of  his  own 
hypotliesis;  for  here  thedestructiou  of  the  tone  and  structure  of 
the  vessels  was  in  a  great  measure  accomplishetl  by  the  intensity 
of  the  stimulus.  Tiuit  the  obstruction  of  a  few  minute  vcs?iels  is 
generally  inaclccpatc  to  the  prcdaciion  of  inflammation,  no  per* 
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I  bdieVQ,  <at  tfae  present  day,  wUl  be  disposed  to  deny  ^  bnt 
that  a  isuffickAt  di^ree  of  this  poller  may  effect  the  pur|KMcs  l>r 
W.  mft^  I  apprehend,  fiini  scene  diAicalty  in  dUprovHig.  The 
effect  uf'pi{eshu«'ei  iJ>e  eonMNfuence  of  applying  a  li^turetofi 
pvt,  the.  application  of  col  J,  and  many  other  phenomena,  ma^ 
lie  sJilifl£M3U>rily  explained  upon  difTerent  pi  iiicif>Ies,  l»efore  thn 
poftilMn  can  be  rendered  inawtrovertiiil^.  Ik^sides,  it  will  ap- 
pear afterwarda,  fronft  oeitain  admissions  of  Dr  W.,  in  the 
coQTse  ti  his  renaoning,  that  obstruction  not  only  may^  but  ac- 
toally  idaeft,  aomeUmes  produge  iitflatnaiation.  The  preceding 
experiflaeut  i^,  Uierefore,  iucornplete  in  itsdf,  and  iuoondusiue 
oo  the  pariiotihur  point  intended  to  be  iUu»trated. 

I>r  \V.  thctt  eays,  iiiat  **  the  opinion  that  ixiflammation  arises 
froaa  aa  ancrl^aiied  action  of  the  ves^ds  of  the  part  soetUB  to  have 
been  tfi  inference  from  the  iiicrensed  temperature  of  an  inflamed 
pait;'-'  and  io  proof  of  Una,  he  cites  the  followi^ig  passage  from 
Boevbaavc:  *'  A  renixu,  puku,  compactn,  vasoruoMfue  adhuc 
Diedbilium ansustalione a  tumore obatructortim,  attrttusfk ingens 
partivai  liqfaidi  inter  sci  in  soKdiun,  soUdi  in  ilias«  inde  calor  et 
cestus."  Aph.  Boerhaav.  t582.  That  the  idea  of  increased  action 
»aT  hvft  origia«ilied  in  the  increased  temperature  of  a  part,  \i 
aa^nlMdly  as  pn^bable  as  miy  odier  supp<isition }  but  that  it 
fchooki  hare  done  so,  becnase  tk>erhaave  may  have  been  of  that 
opinion,  is  noit  quite  so  obvioas*  The  doctrine  of  increased  ac- 
tion, otfwhnt  was  (though  petih«9>s  not  •expi'esaed  in  the  same 
ten&s)  equivalent  to  it^  had  been  the  doctrine  of  the  sdiools,  and 
of  al  nost  all  medical  writ(»rs,  long  prioi:  to  tlie  period  in  which 
Boarhaave  flourished.  Moreover,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that,  m 
the  aceteoee  quoted  by  Dr  W.,  Uoerhaave,  from  whom  the  doo* 
trine  ol'lenior  of  tlie  fluids  either  took  its  origin,  or  met  with  tia 
ebtef  sapiHMrt,  endeavours  to  explain  the  phenomena  according  t» 
bistMim  tlieory,  to  which  he  makes  them  always  subservient,  aud 
expressly  says,  as  mast  appear  from  the  sentence  itseii,  limt  tiie 
heat  is  \k^  immediate  con^uence  of  the  friction  of  the  fluiik 
and  aahds  iOn  e«:h  oilier,  uot  the  cause  of  tlie  increased  action  of 
the  vessels. 

Ur  W«,  in  the  next  paragraph,  observes  t  "  But  the  vek>city  of 
the  blood  canaot,  k  is  evident,  be  partiaUy  increased,  except  by 
an  mcraased  action  of  the  ve^seIs  ol  the  part.  "  He  then  quote* 
the  opinion  oi'  Culieu,  that  *'  the  plienoniena  of  iiiflanimation  nil 
concur  in  showing  that  there  in  an  v$crra&td  tmpUm  of  the  blood  /ii 
the  part  affrcteds  and  us,  at  the  same  time,  the  action  of  the  heart 
is  not  always  evidently  increased,  there  is  reason  to  presunii*, 
that  the. increased  itrpetusofthebkiod  on  tlie  particular  fiart,  ii 
vHiMg  v*^peciaUy  to  tUc:  iacHutLj  uitioii  ol  tlie  vessels  of  ihjt 
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part  itoeir."  Hetbongoegon  to«tate]lieopiaiM#f(Str  MdMe^ 
Mrhosays,  that,  besides  the  greater  energy  of i4bejroaMi%<^^lif 
^  blood  is  iibserved  to  drcutate  with  far  gr€aler  v^lbff^ylibmi^AitMm^- 
]fiamed^  than  through  an  uninflamed part  f*'  and)  lmoiedifKdb«ft«9 
the  Doctor  expresse.^  hU  9Uipri«e  **  that^physiciaii*  lAoiud  hMe 
so  decidedly  formed  their  opinion  re^eotkig  theitlate  «f«4e 
circulation  in  an  infUmed  par^  when  Jt.iaeerttAB  4bat  mmtikad 
l)eeh  at  the  trouble  to  examine  it. "  Fjfom  the  pa8sti|p^  hofv^wk 
which  he  has  quoted  from  those  authoret  he  eesma/«o«ro^  mev. 
,  ranted  to  make  this  last  assertion*  Mr  MooreMtst  leaat^otitM 
to  have  it  believed  tHat  be,  or  some  othtt  pa^on,  had  men 
he  describes,  when  he  says  that  **  the  blood  ia  ofwawtf^tai 
late,*'  &c.  Dr  Cullen  deduced  his  opioioli  fte«  asoor-^-"- 
of  all  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Whether  kei 
increased  impetus  and  increased  velocity  as  syBenyrooiia»«t  niwiH  iwt 
pretend  to  determine;  butas  the  former  may^  l.prestfBne»5 esait 
without  increased  velocity^  and  as  the  httor  t^lA  «do«»ii|Ot^'  as 
far  as  I  can  discover^  appear  to  be  included  in  Dr  OMmf^iimn 
of  inflammation,  the  ixifereiieei  I  thisjc^  is  £ttr^  thatt  itydoBAinm 
necessarily  form  any  part  of  them*  <  *  .  <''i-  - 
In  order  to  prove  that  increased  action  of  IJieiiireteb'Q&aJpnt 
.does  not  occasion  infllammationi  Dr  W«  mahcg  aifea(dittnecBpM* 
ment  on  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot :  **  I  nietlei  the  {lbdt-OTditdiSi> 
tilled  spirito,  and,  in  a  few  secondsi  observed  the Uood  ia^d  UH 
vessels  of  the  web  moved  with  an  inere*sed  velttctty^  vrbkky^ai 
J  constantly  kept  the  web  moisteMd  with  spkits,  oowiifaBed^'Hi 
long  as  I  examined  it,  about  ten  mimHes,  or  «  qnarter.'Df  4M 
hour*  .  But,  during  no  part  of  the  time,  cottld  I  obaeDW-tbe 
slightest  symptom  of  inflammatiep,  either  willi  orwkhavithii 
^^icrosGope*    The  vessels*  instead  of  appearing  nedda^  and 


tur^id^  were  evidently  paler  and  smaller  than  hAgm^hBimpfXh 
cation  of  the  spirits*  I  still  farther  inoraaaed  the  vdoGity<«f-die 
circulation  by  throwing  on  it  the  conoenftrated;  ra3rs  of  Ute-jsaa 
from  the  speculum  of  a  microscope,  aaMl^sliitt  with  ;die«ube.*tl- 
feet. ''  Kow this isa reank  whiob« aceerdingtotbvl^wabf IMeriftl 
action,  might,  I  suspect,  have  been  nntieipa^  without  •<tttdiirWy 
iuvolving  the  credit  of  the  opp#iJte  hypmesis.  Dt  fc  iUkpoytibto 
to  form  any  accurate  notion  ^rom  time  ^Eperimmov  ^  tke^A^ 
gree  of  sensibility  which  the  web  ^f  a  frog^S'foot  posewdsuftf 
relation  to  alcohol  This  Quid,  though-  a  :V0ry 'poworft^  ttllnillttif 
when  applied,  to  particular  partt»  qf  theliuinan^-bodji,  j^^rtierf 
brought  ipto  coutaipt  with  tm  pakaa  of  the  haaeb)  or  <cbd  mkut^ 
0)0  U.'et,  scarcely  produces  any  e|}ect  0n  tkem^  ll.tfaen^tl  bm  m 
I  should  'supp9se.it  is^.a  very,  moderate  stiimihisimth.-feapctft «» 
the  foot  of  the  irog,  the  phewmena  that  took*place  in  Di^AVil- 


iMfi»^€fi|^mfann»  hWiy  W  cwAf  eiq^alned  without  establtshiog 
A^  'boH«ftiBi<^rttUftfiiJgcdMia.  The  primatf y  operation  of  the 
ffMki  UmxiJMfMat  be'  to  roiue  the  Tessets  to  some  de^i'ee  of 
pdtertMlund'MiMf^  the  Iminediate  consequence  of  which  would 
M|^  ftilM^lMf  laotHMi  of  die  blood  in  them  would  be  accelerated. 
Th^  pMtr^if  tnmsmiflBion  femaining  undiminished,  while  the 
^  A  •  -*— ^lip^jji  bdlind  wag  not  tct  increased  b^ond  thena* 
','  tbef  vesteb  would  thus  have  to  act  with  an  in- 
.    .  (MI  a  qbantA^  t/t  blood  at  first  not  greater  than 

theifi(«Md'  attewanees  atMl  by  die  continued  augmentation  of 

C3»ndei^  alwats  less,  and,  consequenti;{r,  would  be  ena* 
toitnaRiMrtlie  blood  with  increasiAi^  rapidity; — and  hence 
dig  lUBhiim  renwrkted  by  Dr'Wihfon.  But  even  admitting  that 
tht  lifcabol  fk  thfa  <as^  poasetsed  cbnsiderable  stimuhnt  power,* 
wneiHiP  ihee'tlui  vay«  of  the  sun  from  the  speculum  of  a  micro* 
■CMe.«B»ciu»abkr«of  pirodMing  theeflfect,  the  same  objection 
inl)i«(ip^wittiiM)uidforce  now  as  formerly,  viz.  that  the  sti- 
nnlasiBbdii^  oltfe  wa«  not  applied  sufficiently  long  to  cause  any 
oC'tlnslSKteraal  Attki^of  inmmmatton  to^  appear,  or  even  to  oc- 
casion a  trifling  determination  of  blood  to  the  part.  Had  time 
faasn.alhmc^ime'gdiiaine  dianieterisreics  6f  inflammation  would> 
Ubiril<pniiilWlily,  te««  eithibiled'themseli^  I  and  Df  Wl  would 
thenioave'had  ao  eppionrtutiity  of  observing  whether  the  actipn  of 
ifae  DttMBb > was'  eoitrg^c  or  the  contrary.  He  had  certainly  lost 
ajgfai  silitha^.iiiiNnenft  of'th*  ordinary  phenomena  of  inflammar^ 
lipili^avfaeB'herSiippoBdd  diattfaere  was  any  andogy  between  the 
sipplttaiiotto^B  stimulifor  **  tfen  nrinutes,  "  or  even  ^^  a  quarter  of 
Mjhgnt^  ''<^4uiil  tfaecourse  which  inflammation  commonly  pursues 
drtjii^  its  comnMOccnnefit'  and  pfogness.  More  than  a  few  mi* 
BeAes,bapcnRiil>«{twiiout\»,  are  generally  reqcdsite  ^  and  several 
pi(m»aa^rii«tees»nHiit  be  gone  tnrough,  aa  indicated  by  fulness, 
tewioniraiMldUPniedcgreeof  pain,  before  the  distifaguishinjZ  dr  out4 
wiivdolaifaofffliflammAtionbq^n  to  show  them  Ittherer 

fiH»)doeB  flbt  ifoilow  anftnridably ,  that,  because  he  did  npt  choose 
%Qt  <wal  *d>e<tii»^Li^  d<nej  die  action  of  the  vessels  must  be  di«* 
nfaMshed  dashigiinflamniiidon.  ^  But;  ihdepenfdentFy  of  all  rea* 
«0tf  iii^.  to  deduce  aooneiiisloii  ef  sUch  ffnportarice  l^om  an  iso- 
]Blled>to(terin»nt  of  tbis  Idnd,  perfohned  under  tircnmstancos 
so  uii£iiMttr>bie»  ^wonid^  whatever  hypothesis  vit  adopt,  gofkr  td 
^ai^.tfae  |iOwer 'of  aooocnoiddatien-  which  the  system  possesses. 
£!v4sf  me  hnowsthat  aren  a  pretereatural  atiantfty,  or  a  deficit 
iVBk€iff\0f  blood,  onyeKiai  in  a  part  for  some  time,  at  least  much 
iMigft  diao  thai  ooeopisd  by  Dr  W/s  eij^rhnent,  without  be«i 
iqg^ii^qeasarilysieotoppaiiiad  or  eveufbUdwed  by  inflammation  oi( 
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its  opposite  condition.  There  would  m^m  to  bf  a  t/Mun  riOige 
tk)th  with  respect  to  the  action  of  the  vi^ssels  and  the  '((uaiitity  of 
bloody  within  which  the  sjstcnit  or  a  part^  has  the  pcmer  of  ad-- 
apting  itself  to  the  existing  circumstance89  witkoat  being  liable 
to  assame  that  state  which  constitates  disease.  Upon  this  dc-* 
peDds  the  faculty  which  the  human  body  has  bestowed  oa  it,  of 
resisting,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  influence  of  aU  agenta  af  ^ 
morbiSe  tendency. 

Dr  W.  draws  a  very  convenient,  though  a  very  ^usl  eondti^ 
sion  immediatelv  afterwards,  that  *'  an  excessive  a{)plica|ioa  of 
the  stimuli  employed  *  would  nbnnestiotiably  hate  deprived  the 
vessels  of  their  excitability,  and  tnen  the  phenomena  mu9t  have 
been  different.  "  Bat  ^bat  reason .  be  had  far  supposii^  that 
the  vessels  would  pass  from  the  state  of  vigorous  actioa  to  that 
of  complete  exhaustion,  without  manifesting  any  interaiediate 
appearance,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive^ 

The  next  experiment  which  Dr  W.  details. for  the  piUpose  of 
ascertaining  ^*  the  state  of  the  circulation  in  an  inflamed  part^ 
independendy  of  any  reasoning, "  does  not  admit  of  being  quot- 
ed here,  from  the  account  being  given  at  considerable  length.     I 
must,  therefore,  refer  the  reader  to  the  third  volume  of  Dr  Wil* 
gon's  Treatise  on  Febrile  Diseases,  or  to  the  Nuaiber  of  the  E- 
dinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  already  mentioned.     It 
h  apparent,  in  the  very  first  paragraph,  that  from  his  '*  notknow* 
liig  now  ^  the  inflammation  had  been  excited,  he  could  not  be  a* 
ware  how  long  it  had  existed  f  and  therefore,  the  experimem  itself^ 
and,  of  course,  the  conclusions  which  he  deduces  from  it,  amount 
to  nothing.     But,  taking  it  as  it  stands,  it  is  expressed  in  suck 
nmbiguous  termsj  that  nothing  certain  can  be  inferred  from  it* 
It  is  extremely  probable,  that  where  the  red  colour  of  the  part 
was  ffreatest,  the  vessels  roost  dilated,  and  the  motion  of  the 
blood  had  ceased  altogether,  the  inflammation  had  alrea<Iy  passed 
its  height,  or  perhaps  no  longer  existed;  the  motion  of  the  blood 
would  necessarily  be  slowest,  and  its  impetus  least — for  the  vessels 
had  then  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion  from^thc  previous 
violent  action.    With  regard  to  the  distension  of  those  vessels 
which,  in  the  healthy  state,  admit  oxAj  the  colourless  parts  of 
Che  blood,  I  may  remark,  that  perhaps  too  mudi  stress  has  becii 
hiid  on  it.  by  most  authors.    In  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of  this 
phenomenon  to  account  for  the  red  eobur  of  an  inflamed  part 
?n  the  first  instance,  a  cause  is  assigned  which  is  unphilosoplncal, 
because  it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  effect  may  be  explained  apou 
the  principle  of  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  transmitting  th^ 
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coioared  parts  6f  the  blood,  Without  htij  additional  set  of  ves« 
sA  i  and  this  will,  in  some  degree,  appear  from  the  subsequent 
experiments  of  Dr  Wikon  himself,     we  do  not,  I  should  sup* 
pose,  refer  die  suiliision  of  the  face,  which  takes  place  in  the  act 
of  blushing,  t6  any  propulsion  of  the  blood  into  vessels  that  do 
not  usually  transmit  it ;  And  yet  the  xed  colour  here  is  as  great 
and  greater  than  some  degr^^  of  inflammation.    There  is  scarce* 
\j  a  part  of  the  body  that  is  not  provided  with  innumerable 
Uood- vessels:  the  slightest  scratch  or  incision  renders  this  a- 
bimdantly  mairif^,  and  injection  of  parts  after  death  show  them 
to  be  mmie  up  almost  entirdy  of  blood-vessels.     It  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  imagine  the  addition  bf  00  very  considerable  portion 
of  blood  to  that  which  these  vessels  alread  v  circulate,  in  order  to 
explain  the  greater  redness  of  an  inflamed  part     Prom  the  in- 
terstices of  the  red  vessels  appearing  more  opaque,  the  Doctor 
infers  the  probability  of  an  *'  enlargement  of  innumerable  small 
ve^ds,  stui  too  stnaO  to  admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood.  ** 
As  it  is  obvious  that  the  opacity  of  tnese  vessels  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  their  being  distended  with  a  colourless  fluid,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  must  have  their  transparency  augmented 
by  that  means,  the  Doctor  must  here  admit  the  enlargement  ol* 
innumerable  small  vessels  which  are  conveying  red  blood,  as  the 
cause  of  colour.     Now,  although  these  vessels  might  not  usually 
iklmit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood,  they  might  yet  receive  a 
sufficient  portion  ct  colouring  matter  to  account  for  the  phenx>-' 
mena  already  mentic^ned.     In  his  endeavours  to  stimulate  the 
Vessels  by  the  means  formerly  detailed,  and  thence  remove  the 
inflammation  according  to  his  own  principles,  he  merely  accom- 
plishes what  any  one  would  be  apt  to  expect  under  such  circum- 
stances.    The  vessels  were  exhausted  oy  preternatural  action 
beyond  the  power  of  being  acted  on  by  their  natural  stimulus, 
the  blood :  there  still,  however,  remained  in  them  a  portion  of 
excitability  sofiicient  to  render  them  susceptible  to  tlie  impres- 
sion of  a  powerful  stimulus  of  a  difibrent  kind,  externally  appli- 
ed ;  hi  short,  their  vitality  was  not  wholly  extinct^    This  stinni- 
Itis  then  being  applied,  the  vessels  are  roused  to  increased  exer« 
tion,  by  whidi  their  contents  are  propelled,  their  parietes  made' 
to  approach  one  another,  their  diameters  are  consequently  dimi- 
nished, and  the  excessive  rediiess  made  to  disappear.     This  ac- 
tion,  continued  for  a  short  time,  being  limited  to  the  part  afK;cr- 
ed,  must  soon  free  it  from  the  superfluous  blood,  and,  provided 
the  siimulus  be  withdrawn  before  the  action  can  be  communicated 
to  the  vessels  nearer  the  heart,  which  circumstance  would  renew 
the  congestion,  the  swelling  and  redness  must  vanish  of  course* 
But  if  ih:r  application  of  this  stimulus  be  perievered  in  ontU  tl)« 
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immoderate  action  be  imparted  to  the  Tessela  in  the  vicinilj* 
nearer  the  heart,  acting  above  or  even  at  the  natural  standardy 
&uch  a  propulsion  of  the  blood  will  take  place  in  the  already  ex- 
hausted vessels,  as  no  efforts  of  the  latter  can  possibly  enable  them 
to  withstand,  they  having  been  previously  insensible  to  the  inilu- 
ence  of  this  stimulus.  Nothing  then  could  rouse  them  but  a  de- 
gree of  external  stimulus  still  higher  than  the  alcohol  for  the  i^un'i 
rays,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  would  destroy  their  excitability  and 
induce  gangrene  of  the  part.  Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable  that, 
had  the  Doctor  continued  the  experiment  long  enough,  ibis  ve- 

S'  result  would  have  haopened.  He  merely  persisted  until  a  sia* 
e  effect  had  been  produced.  It  is  farther  evident,  that,  from 
nis  not  having  been  able,  by  means  of  these  powerful  applica-, 
tioDs,  to  restore  certain  parts  of  the  web,  that  the  inflammation 
roust  have  proceeded  to  a  point  from  which  recovery  by  resolution 
was  impracticable.  The  experiment,  therefore,  upoi^  the  whole, 
determmes  nothing,  in  my  judgment,  against  the  (pinion  which 
he  controverts,  nor  does  he  himself  seem  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress of  it.  In  order,  however,  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  sul>- 
ject,  he  repeated  it,  and  had  the  result  carefully  watched  by  a 
person  who  was  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  object  or  ten- 
dency of  the  experiment. 

The  animal  selected  for  this  purpose  was  a  small  fish,  (tlic 
lampern);  and  here  I  would  beg  permission  to  observe,  that  the 
choice  of  such  an  animal  appears  to  be  peculiarly  objectionable. 
Exposure  to  the  air  proves,  in  a  very  short  time,  fatal  to  nio^t 
kinds  offish,  and  it  must,  therefore,  render  them  particularly  un- 
fit subjects  for  experiments  of  this  description*  £>x  W.  even  re- 
marks, that  '^  it  produces  a  degree  of  inflammation  evident  to  the 
naked  eye  in  the  fins  and  tail  of  the  lampcrn."  We  may  thcnrc 
form  some  idea  of  what  the  effect  must  have  been  on  the  whole 
system.  It  would  seem  nearly  as  preposterous  to  plunge  in  water 
an  animal  accustomed  to  live  in  atmospheric  air,  and  then  iusli* 
tute  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  phenoRicoa 
which  are  compatible  only  with  the  due  performance  of  respim- 
tion.  Ttie  whok  of  this  experiment  therefore  is  faulty,  and  il 
is  almost  superfluous  to  endeavour  to  refute  it.  But  as  Dr  ^^' 
appears  to  attach  to  it  considerable  importance,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  inquire  farther  into  its  merhs,  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  objections  which  I  have  stated  have  been  obviated. 

"  On  viewing, '*  says  he,  "  the  fins  of  the  fish  through  the 
micntscope,  we  observed  the  circulation  become  more  languid^ 
and  the  vessels  enlarge  as  tlie  iuflauimation  came  on.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  blood  in  the  most  inflamed  vessels  at  length  ceasc4 
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^together.  "  Who  can  deny  that  such  would  be  the  result  ? 
But  has  this  any  thing  to  do  with  the  action  of  the  vessels  ? 

•*  By  gentle  friction,  and  applying  distilled  spirits,  we  repeat- 
edly succeeded  in  accelerating,  and  even  renewing  the  motion 
of  the  blood  J  and,  in  proportion  to  the  velocity  of  the  circula- 
tion, the  vessels  became  evidently  paler,  the  deeper  red  return- 
ing as  the  circulation  became  more  languid. "  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  show  in  what  manner  these  phenomena  must 
have  if  ken  place,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  trouble  the  reader 
by  any  repetition. 

**  On  roughly  irritating,  *  he  continues,  **  a  part  of  Ae  fin 
^liere  there  was  no  inflammation,  the  part  became  pale,  and  the 
circulation  as  rapid  as  natural ;  the  motion  of  the  blood  was  for 
a  second  or  two  wholly  interrupted  (Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
part  while  I  irritated  it),  the  force  I  iked  having  compressed  the 
veseck.  The  vis  a  tergo^  however,  soon  forccc!  the  blood  into 
them;  and  this  experiment  having  been  repeated  several  times,"  • 
it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Mr  Boraston  amd  he  "  saw  the 
now  debilitated  vessels  of  the  parts  which  had  been  irritated,  gra- 
daaily  dilated  ty  the  blood  propelled  into  them,  **  after  he  had 
made  use  of  such  a  degree  of  force  as  to  compress  them,  and 
9Xop  the  morion  of  the  blood,  and  in  one  instance  even  to  occa- 
sion extravasation,  thereby  injuring  their  organization,  and  weak- 
ening them  so  much,  as  to  aHow-aneasy  ingress  of  the  bloodj 
and  to  any  extent  which  the  propelKng  power  might  be  capable 
of  effecting.  This  process  was  continued  "  till  the  vessels  hav- 
ing acquired  many  times  their  former  dimemion^  the  parts  appear- 
ed highly  inflamed.  **  Here,  then,  we  have  the  circumstance  of 
simple  distension  or  enlargement,  capable,  without  any  addition- 
al vessels,  of  giving  the  red  colour  to  an  inflamed  part.  'This  is 
worthy  of  notice,  as  it  proves  distinctly,  that  propulsion  of  the 
blood  into  the  colourless  vessels,  is  not  necessai'y  to  produce  the 
effect-  It  may  also  be  observed,  en  passant^  that  the  interrup- 
tion to  the  course  of  the  blood,  which  took  place  in  consequence 
of  the  compression  of  the  vessels,  gave  rise  to  the  !)ropulsion  in- 
to tbetn  of  the  blood,  or  it  caused  tne  increase  of  tre  vis  a  tergOf 
and  <hat  hence,  obstruction  is  sometinir«»  capable  of  producing 
inflammation  (even  according  to  the  new  hvp'>thcsis),  which,  it 
will  be  remembered,  Dr  W.  set  out  with  cfcnying. 

In  order  to  do  away  any  objections  of  which  he  anticipates  the 
probability,  from  the  experiments  h'avin;^  been  f»  rformed  on  cold- 

•    For  the  minute  detail  of  tbe«e  experiments,  I  must  again  refer  to  the  woi^ 
farmer^'  pointri  otiC 
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bloods  animals,  he  gives  an  account  of  an  experiment  made  on 
a  warm^Uooded  animaif  which ,  as  be  thinks  it  decisive  of  the 
question,  I  shall  examine  minutely. 

Having  failed  in  distinguishing  the  circulation  in  the  ear  of  9 
very  young  white  rabbit,  ue  **  made'a  small  opening  ihreugh  the 
skin  and  muscles  of  the  abdomen^  through  tahuJ^  by  the  struggles  of 
the  animalf  aportiof$  of  the  intestines  and  mesentery  were  ^oonpro* 
fruded.  "  *  The  first  objection  which  occurs  to  this  experiment, 
relates  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed.  He  applied 
the  stimulus  himself,  while  the  Rev.  Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
eflects.  Now,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  latter  gentlenaan,  this 
is  what  I  should  be  disposed  to  call  taking  die  result  of  an  expe* 
riment  at  second-hand.  No  one  can  presume  to  doubt  that  Mx 
BorastoD  reported  truly,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  correctly^ 
what  he  observed  ;  but  the  investigation  of  phenoniena.  of  this 
kind,  is  a  matter  so  foreign,  in  general,  to  tbe  habit  of  persoiu 
of  his  order,  that  it  need  not  be  considered  any  impeachment  of 
hiB  talents  and  observation,  to  say  that  he  was  not  so  competent 
to  appreciate  all  these  delicate  operations,  as  a  person  more  fa* 
miliar  with  the  subject.  Admitting,  however,  that  he  waa  fully 
competent,  I  would  say,  that  these  experiments  cannot  be  p^r* 
formed  with  the  same  accuracy  by  two  individuak  as  by  one» 
There  are  circumstances. which  might  materially  modify  tbe 
views  of  one  applying  the  stimulus,  and  at  the  same  time  observ* 
ing  the  effects,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  influence  the  mind 
oT  htm  who  performs  a  separate  part,  without  knowing  for  what 
purpose  it  is  intended.  Making  every  allowance,  therefore^  for 
the  advantage  which  the  experiment  derived  from  the  unpreju* 
diced  observation  of  Mr  p.,  it  must,  I  apprehend,  be  admitted 
that  it  was  incomplete.  But  taking  it  as  a  satis&ctorily  perform^* 
ed  experiment  in  every  respect,  I  snail  proofed  to  consider  it  oo 
its  own  grounds ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  make  it  appear  as  incompe- 
tent to  establish  Dr  Wilson's  opinion  as  any  of  tbe  forager. 

The  violence  used  in  this  experiment  would,  of  itself,  almost 
destroy  its  influence  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of 
debility.  The  stimulus  here  applied  in  tbe  very  act  of  preparing 
for  the  experiment,  was  by  much  too  powerAil  \0  insuro  any 
accuracy  in  the  result,  and  produced  great  part  of  that  debility 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  consequence  of  the  inilammatioo 
during  the  process  employed  in  the  expeiiment.  Although  pro- 
trusions of  tbe  intestines  do  sometimes  occur  without  being  tul* 

•  I  h»ve  taken  the  liberty  of  occaiaoneDy  altering  the  text  of  Dr  Wihnn,  so  4'nt 
as  to  put  in  itaiKi  some  of  his  expressions,  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  rviulc<  *. 
particular  attention.  ^  .        -s-  . 
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iowed  by  any  very  btd  eonsequenccs,  Tet  it  can  scaredy  be  doubt** 
6(1  th«t  the  videtit  exposure  of  die  abdomhial  oontentt  may  fre» 
f|ueBtiy  i^ve  rise  to  inflainmation.  if  thia  be  the  case,  we  mmt 
consider  such  a  part  as  the  oiesentery  but  til  adapted  for  exhi- 
biting the  phenomena  of  inAaaMnation.  Mr  Boraston  in  his  re- 
portsay«,  *^  afier u  femffduuin expomtr^ioihe air^  tfaeresseiBbe- 
came  vi^Hjhf  enUtrged.  **  Besides,  there  is  no  parity,  nor  even  simi» 
laritji  between  the  oonditioii  of  an  animal  under  the  influence  of 
terror  and  excruciating  pain,  and  that  of  the  human  body,  pro- 
vjous  to,  or  daring  an  attack  of  inflammation  ;  nor  are  we  com** 
potent  to  appreciate  correctly  the  eflects  which  mar  result  from 
this  difference  of  condition.  Triok  may  be  macie  on  animals 
when  suffering  from  ftar  or  torture,  in  order  to  determine  some 
^lenerai  principle ;  but  fer  the  purpose  of  tracing  accurately  the 
nicer  featin-es  of  morbid  action,  these  mental  powers  munt  have 
as  titlto  to  do  with  the  experiment  as  posskJe.  Upon  theses 
mnple  grounds,  therefbye,  this  experiment  of  Dr  W.  nught  be* 
disre^rded,  as  altogether  inoonckisive  towards  invaUdating  one 
hypothesis,  or  establishing  another.  I  have  no  imention,  how- 
c^ver,  of  avaiiif^  mj'self  ofthis  mode  of  setting  it  ande,  i>ut  $ba9 
endeaToiir  to  refneesent,  from  the  report  itseU^  in  what  respect 
the  experiment  appears  to  me  to  be  deftctive. 

In  consequence  of  simple  exposure  of  a.  portion  of  the  mesen* 
tety  to  the  air,  in  the  first  instance,  **  he  perceived  the  globules 
of  ^e  Wood  moving  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  not  in  sulfici* 
ent  miantity  lo  give  «  rai  colour  to  the  vessds. "  Qnery,  How 
cbulu  he  dtstingukh  the  motion  of  the  globules  of  the  blf/odf  witb» 
out,  at  ihe^ame  time,  discerning  the  red  colour  of  the  vessels  which 
transmitted  -them  i  ^  After  a  few  minutes  exposure  to  the  air,  " 
that  is,  after  a  fevr  minutes  application  of  a  very  highly  exciting 
|K>wer,  (Dr  W.,  I  presume,  all  the  while  *•  emtl}f  rrritaiing  tlie 
parts'^)?  and  after  the  increased  action  by  this  power  had  been 
communicated  in  some  degree  to  the  vessels  nearer  die  heart,  <^  the 
vessels  "  be  says  *<  became  visibly  enlarged,  and  in  some  parts  as* 
sunied  a  rediftsk  colour,  ^hile  the  velocity  of  the  Mood  was  pro* 
portionateiy  diminished. "  This  is  almost  equivalent  to  his  hav-« 
ing  said, — The  vessels  having  been  debilitated,  in  consequence  of 
the  Vi^ilt  stimulus  previously  applivd  in  the  very  act  of  making 
the  eorperiment,  necessarily  yidded  to  tiie  stixmm,  jnhich,  after 
the  application  of  the  stronger  stimulus,  ceased  to  stimulate 
them  powerfully;  it  became  to  them  merely  a  distending  fluids 
which  the}'  had  not  the  power  to  resist ;  ami  redness  and  stagna- 
tion of  the  blood  were  the  consequences.  This  is  still  farther 
i^rroboratrd  by  what  follows:   "  As  soon  as  a  part  of  the  me? 


ienteipy,  whidi  ky  within  the  field  of  <4iittfMilkii,  «ad  cppond 
almost  colourless,  tvM  irritated  with  tbe^poinl  of  a«id«U  pairof 
ibroepsi  a  red  ^ot  smeared ; "  sho^ftttg,  that  tke  veasdt  had 
been  pretdoasly  roused  to  action  by  a  high  sdmitliisl^'  whicb  had 
perhaps  expelled  the  blood  $  but  on  the  irritation  bein^  made  by 
jthe  forceps,  they  were  so  violendy  excited^  as  either  to  be  «b- 
hausted  altogether,  or  the  action  was  coinnMmioiMd  to  the 
tieigbbouring  vessels,  by  which  means  a  quantity  of  bloed^wn 
propelled  into  thenii  which  they  were  n&aUe  to  rAist^'  aad 
consequently  received  it    ^<  In  a  few  seconds, "  he  proceeds, 
^  it  increased  in  size  $  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels  wcfe 
distended ;  and  the  current  oF  blood  Decomicig  less  rapid,  was 
for  some  distance  slightly  tinged  with  a  red  coiowr.    This  ea- 
largement  of  the  vessels  gradually  extended ;  the  circulation  st 
this  time  was  extremely  languid,  and  at  length  was  not  discover- 
able at  all.  ^    There  is  evidently  an  ambiguity  in  the  former  part 
of  the  above  quotation ;  at  any  rate,  I  So  not  easily  waderstaad 
what  idea  the  reporter  intends  to  convey  in  this  particukr  case, 
by  the  distension  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vesaekr  in  relaoon  to 
the  spot ;  nor  am  I  able  to  affix  any  definite  meanine  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  current  of  blood  being  sli^tly  rtng^^a  with  a  ftd 
'  colour.    I  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that  tMlre^s  no  fluid 
in  the  human  body  recognized  as  blcKMl,  that  possesses  any  odier 
colour  than  red.    This  inaccuracy  of  expression  is  one  of  the 
consequences  that  might  naturally  have  bc«n  expected  from  hav- 
ing had  the  experiment  performed  in  the  manner  it  was  done. 
That  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  would  take  plac^  under 
the  circumstances  just  pointed  out,  and  that  the  ^rculation 
Would  become  extremely  languid  in  consequence  of  it,  and  would 
soon  cease,  and  gangrene  supervene,  is  precisely  what  we  should 
have  looked  for. 

If  these  observations  on  Dr  Wilson's  experiments  be  founded 
on  fact  or  reason,  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  are  inadequate  to 
the  establishment  of  his  hypothesis ;  and  henee,  the  condusioa 
which  he  draws  from  them  can  scarcely  be  admitted,  iiamely» 
that  ^'  the  state  of  the  capillaries  of  an  mflamed  part,  }a  that  of 
preternatural  distension  and  debility. " 

He  goes  on :  <^  Th^  state  of  the  larger  vessels  may  beaaoertain- 
ed  without  the  aid  of  the  microscope.  Unassisted  by  glasses,  we 
readily  perceive  that  they  do  not  suffer  a  similar  distension,  and 
(heir  increased  pulsation  sufficiently  evinces  their  increMed  ac- 
tion. "  That  the  l«rger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  have  their 
j^ction  inct'eascrl,  is  easily  understood  ;  but  tliat  it  is  so  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  diminished  action  of  th^  extreme  or  ininuts 
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brambwy  A»  jabt^yptMr  to  ht  ad  cteariy  msdeoutt  .Thatthmr 
iocreftsed  pulgaiioB  can  be  more  eaaiiy  d«l0ctod»  ^ ven  witbotit 
ike  aid  pf  oplieal  ittBtruoiwts,  is  no  proof  diat  it  eiicee J<  in  point 
of  vi^iMUr  tlie  aolion  of  the  <eklreme  vcsmU  al  00111^  period  or 
anofther  of  ih^  iu6amnation* .  Tl»eir  inferior  diftteasion  is  ob?^ 
oudjr  owin^.to  their  partakieg  more  eparki^y  of,  or  being  leea 
knimdiBte^  afieoted  by,  that  refiistaacewhica  tbe  blood  meets 
viih  in  its^paseage  t]inpu|;h  tbe  emaUer  nrteriest.  and  whicb,  widi 
Ike  edm  quantity  sent,  i»  the  cauae  of  the  aoeuniuiatjon.    Bo* 
dudoa»  ihiadjflerenoe  ia  tbe  pulsation  between  tbe  larger  arteries, 
and  the  miottCe  veasek  of  a  part  realfy  in  a  state  of  iiiflam- 
mntion,  has  not  bean  demansiraled  by  eacperimenU     U  baa 
been  *  aaerelv  inferred  from  the  greater  facility  of  diFtioguisb^ 
ing  the'pttlsation  in  the  former  than  in  tbe  latter.    Tbe  pbe- 
nomena  of  inflannaation  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  any  auQb 
«9ccliisive  increaeed  pulsadon  of  tbe  larger  veseels  $  fi>r  the  wbole 
of  the  Mflamed  fsart  is  found  to  participate  in  it*    Tbe  x^eason 
urby  it  ia  not  so  distinctly  .perceptiUey.fieems  to  be,  that  tbe 
cjuniimi  of  pokatioii  is  ao  completely  expended  or  snbdivided 
amdag  the  infinite,  ramifications  of  the  aorteries,  as  not  to  be  dis- 
tinctly referable  to  any  individual  braaob  or.set  €jf  vessel^.    It  is 
tbemfore  to  a.ceirtain  extmt  lost,  and  the  general  pulsationiof 
tbe  part  is  inipropevly  ascribed  to  tbe  larger  vessels.    In  confir- 
matian  of  tbe  increased  pulsation  of  the  extreme  vessels,  I  may 
point  out  tbe  appearances  which  present  themselves  during  the 
iaSaaimaiory  st^  of  cow-pox,  which  affi>rds  an  exaippie  of 
pure  saperficial  inflammation.    The  phenomena  of  this  disease, 
whicb  particularly  iUastrate  the  point  in  question,  are  easily.  dis« 
cemible  by  the  naked  eye.    About  tbe  period  when  the  arejabas 
been  eompletely  formed,  and  tiie  inflammation  has  reached  its 
height,  we  can  disiinctlv  perceive  the  pulsation  of  the  extreme 
>   vefl9<^  madrked  by  tbe  alternate  paleness  and  redness  of  Uae  part 
which  each  s^tole  and  diastole  of  the  vessels  occasions..    Tt  can- 
MKt  be  alleged  Uiat.  the  larger  vessels  are  aloneconcerned  in  this  $ 
as,  boaiever  much  their  pulsaiion  might  affect  tbsi  alternate  .ris« 
ing  and  subbing  i>f  the  inflamed  part,  it  could  not  materially 
afiect  the  colour.     Moreover,  in  this  disease  the.  inflamed  part 
is,mofe  aecuraMy  defined  than  in  most  others,  which  in  some 
degree  impliea,  that  the  larger  vessels  in  tbe  neighbourhood. are 
v&py  little,  if  at  all  eagageid.    It  qaa  scarceljr  be  believed  also, 
ibat  in  tbiH  wbieb  presents  as  perfect  a  sp^men  of  inflamma- 
tioo  as  may  be,  in  which  the  vessels  are,  aceordii^  to  the  doo« 
trioe.of  debility,  supposed  to.  be  gorijed  with  blood,  and  in  a 
j^e  of  disteosiooy  any  cliange  of  cobuv  could  take  place  from 
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nn  inercescd  pnkatkm  oF  the  krge  vessek  in  the  immediate  vi« 
cinity. 

That  the  hxfgfif  vessels  are  not  ailected  in  the  seme  masher 
as  the  smaller,  after  the  inflammation  has  continued  ibr  some  time, 
19  just  such  a  rpfiitilt  as  might  be  anticipated  in  those  experiments 
by  Dr  W.  on  inflammation,  on'  a  most  trifling  scale.  The  in-^ 
creased  action  of  the  vessels,  after  it  has  existed  for  a  consider- 
able period,  or  even  to  a  se?ere  extent  for  a  short  time,  prodiioef 
mich  a  degree  of  debility,  as  to  render  them  unlit  to  perform 
their  functions ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  cease,  or  nearly  cease  to 
act.  As  the  pait  cannot  long  remain  in  such  a  state,  a  tennina* 
Hon  to  this  process  takes  place ;  the  impediments  to  the  circula- 
tion are  removed  by  the  natural  powers,  or  by  the  assistance  %A 
art ;  and  the  vit  a  tetyo  is  soon  brought  down  lo  the  natural 
standard.  B«it  if  the  part  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  this 
condition,  or,  what  amounts  perhaps  to  the  same  thing,  if  the  in- 
flammation be  of  considerable  extent,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  laro^r  branches  from  being  successively  reduced  to  the  same 
state  of  debility,  and  so  onwards  to  the  heart  $  and  we  accord- 
ingly find,  that  where  any  of  these  circumstances  are  present  to 
a  verv  great  degree^  the  increased  action,  and  (if  not  counter- 
acted)  the  debinty,  are  soon  communicated  to  the  fountain  of 
life.  It  should  always  be  held  in  remembrance  too,  that  the  sixe 
of  the  vessels  is  mereljf  relative,  and  that  the  most  extreme  rami- 
fication is  small,  only  m  relation  to  one  nearer  the  heart,  and  this 
again  to  the  one  next  in  order.  Thus,  the  facial  or  temporal  ar- 
teries may  be  as  small  with  respect  to  the  carotid,  as  is  the  most 
minute  branch  with  regard  to  these  arteries. 

It  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  that  if  inflammation  were  in 
general  terminable  in  the  short  space  of  time  lyr  W.  allows, 
that  is,  if  the  vessels  were  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  their 
exciubility,  which  they  must  be  if  they  cease  to  act,  and  remain 
any  time  with  the  blood  stagnating  in  them,  there  is  no  latitude 
allowed,  and  inflammation  would  in  every  case  be  comparatively 
of  little  or  no  duration.  We  should  have  no  continuance  for 
several  days  of  almost  the  same  degree  of  redness,  pain,  heat,  and 
swelling  in  variola  vaccina.  A  common  phlegmon,  the  moment 
that  the  usual  routine  of  these  characteristic  appearances  had 
bf>en  established,  should  dissipate,  or  run  immediately  to  soppu- 
ration  or  gangrene ;  whereas,  we  generally  observe  these  pne- 
nomena  remain  for  some  time  with  little  perceptible  variation; 
which  can  only  happen  from  the  vessels  continuing  to  possess  a 
considerable  portion  of  vigour,  which,  as  soon  as  it  has  oeen  ex- 
pended, (or  from  some  other  cause,  which  we  are  unable  to  as- 
certain), a  new  process  of  one  kind  or  another  commences,  en- 


IB  li«  ObservaHons  on  InfiamauAkn.  75 

tiraly  dtffcreQt  from  that  which  was  piai^  dnriog  the  inflam- 
mation. 

Wbedier  the  remarks,  I  have  thus  tiik«:i  the  liberty  of  offering 
on  the  experiments  of  Dr  Wilson,  und  the  rc«iM>Qing  founded  oa 
them,  be  applicable  or  not,  it  must  at  aU  events  appear  that  the 
experiipenta  themselves  have  been  conducted  on  a  »cale  by  far 
too  insignificant  for  the  decision  of  a  point  of  so  much  importance 
in  pathology,  as  the  doctrine  of  inflammation. 

I  shall,  with  your  approbation,  continue,  io  a  succeeding 
Kumber,  the  examination  of  the  remainii>g  parts  of  the  subject  % 
viz,  '*  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  the 
fiiodus  cperandi  of  its  causes,  and  of  the  means  which  reUeve 
it, "  and  also  "  the  analc^y  of  the  phenomena  of  inflomniatioa 
and  fever. " 

RE. 
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HixiiBoi.iyr'8  PdUieal  State  of  New  Spain^  and  Hcmbolut  and 
BoNPLANo's  Hania  Equinoctiales. 

n^iii:  arrival  of  a  second  volume  of  the  splendid  work  of  these 
-^   indefatigabjie  travellers,  enables  us  to  lay  before  our  rQad4;rs 
some  curious  information  respecting  the  fever  which  reigns  cpi«» 
demically  on  the  eastern  coast  of  New  Spain. 

Vera  ^''ruz  is  considered  as  the  chief  seat  of  the  vomito^  which 
is  certainly  the  same  disease  with  the  yellow  fever  that  hae 
afflicted  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  since 
1 793.  Clavigero  and  other  writers  affirm,  that  it  occurred  for  tlie 
firtt  time  in  1 71:^5 ;  but  M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  yellow 
fever  has  occurred  sporadically,  whenever  persons  born  in  a  cold 
«:limate  have  been  expose<l,  in  the  torrid  aoiDie,  to  air  loaded  with 
maM9U^a.  lu  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  the  mcr«> 
taiity  was  probably  much  less  than  afterwards :  1st,  Because  the 
iropical  pf^rt  of  America  was  only  visited  by  the  Portuguese  and 
^>paniards,  whose  coostitutionf  are  less  hurt  bv  great  lieat  than 
the  inhabitants  of  more  northern  countries ;  2d,  The  car|y  colo^ 
nista  of  the  We^t  Indies  were  not  colUxted  into  such  populous 
towns ;  3d,  Because,  after  the  disccxirery  of  the  American  conii^ 
tient,  the  Spaniards  were  less  attxapted  by  commerce  to  ih^ 
worm  and  humid  shores,  and  preferred  the  more  temperate  ele* 
fated  plains  of  the  interior.    Panama  and  Nombre  do  Pios  were 
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at  first  theonly  porta  in  which,  on  certain  occasions,  there  ^as  a 
consicierable  concourse  of  strangers ;  and,  as  early  as  1 555,  the 
former  was  a  dangerous  residence  for  Europeans,  and  the  latter 
was  abandoned  in  1.^84.  We  must  not  confound  the  period 
•when  a  disease  was  first  described,  with  the  date  of  its  first  ap- 
pearan<te.  Tlie  most  ancient  description  of  yellow  fever,  is  by 
John  Ferreyra  de  Rosa,  a  Portuguese  physician,  who  observed 
the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Olinda  in  the  Brazils  from  16S7 
to  1694,  shortly  after  the  Portuguese  army  had  conquered  Fer- 
nambnco.  In  1691,  it  appeared  in  Barbadoes,  nnd  was  called 
Ki^ndall's  fever ;  but  there  was  no  proof  of  its  having  been  im- 
ported from  Fernambuco.  Uiloa  reports,  from  the  information 
of  the  natives,  that  the  vmnito  pneio  was  not  known  at  St  Marthe 
and  Carthagena  before  1729-30,  or  at  Guayaquil  before  Hl-O. 

The  black  vomit  has  never  yet  been  observed  on  the  west 
coast  of  New  Spain.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sea-shore,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Papagallo  to  Saint  Bias,  are  subject  to  gastric, 
which  often  degenerates  into  adynamic  fever;  and  it  may  be 
stated,  that  a  bilious  constitution  reigns  almost  continually  in 
those  plains,  which,  though  arid  and  burning,  are  intersected  by 
marshes,  the  resort  of  the  crocodile.  T'he  yellow  fever,  and  we 
request  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact,  is  still  unknown 
even  at  Acapulco,  which  Humboldt  describes  as  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  situations  of  the  New  World  j  where  the  heat  is  more 
oppressive,  and  the  air  more  stagnating,  than  at  Vera Cniz;  where 
the  inhabitants,  tor  a  great  part  of  the  year,  do  not  see  the  sun,  ex- 
cept through  a  stratum  of  olive-Coloured  vapour,  not  affecting  the 
hygrometer ;  and  where  heaps  of  fish  putrefying,  exhale  vapours 
which  are  considered  as  the  chief  cause  of  the  biUous  putrid  fe- 
arers which  reign  upon  that  coast,  and  which,  with  cholera  mor- 
bus, carry  off  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  who  descend  from  the 
high  table-lands  to  purchase  goods  on  the  arrival  of  the  galleons. 
So  favouraMe  does  the  situation  of  Acapulco  appear  tu  Hum- 
boldt for  the  devefopment  of  yellow  fever,  that  he  attempts  to 
nccount  for  Its  absence.  "  Perhaps,  if  this  port,  instead  of  be- 
injg  frequented  by  ships  fipom  Manilla,  Guavaquil,  and  other  places 
ok  the  torrid  zone^  received  ships  from  Cnili  and  the  north-west 
coast  of  America;  if  it  were  visited  at  the  same  time  by  a  great- 
er number  of  Europeans  or  of  the  highland  Mexicans;  the  bilious 
tevor  would  soon  degenerate  into  yellow  fever,  add  the  germ  of 
this  last  disease  would  devtbp  itself  in  a  still  more  fatal  man* 
nei'  than  at  Vera  Cruz."  Our  readers  will  probably  recollect  Dr 
Mito  heirs  theory  of  5r/Afon,  and  his  illustration  of  it,  by  ascribing 
the  heahhmess  of  all  limestone  countries  to  the  absorption  of 
the  septic  acid.     Of  tbedbity  of  this  hypothesis,  Gibraltar  ha^ 
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fUmubed  an  incootroTertible  proofy  and  the  grc^t  lime>kihi8  of 
Acapulco  aiFord  another;  stilly  however,  tuch  is  the  political 
iofluenoe  of  Dr  Mitcbeii's  theory,  that  on  Humboldt's  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  from  the  West  Indies,  the  hatcbwavft  were  gravely 
painted  with  lime*  water  to  .absorb  theicpton  which  was  supposed 
to  be  aboard  the  vessel ; — the  poor  Spanish  sailors,  in  their  igno** 
rance^  naturally  enoiigh  concluded,  that  it  was  some  magical 
operation,  from  which  such  a  disproportionate  effect  as  the  de^ 
stroction  of  contagion  was  expected. 

From  ibe  uniformity  of  the  heat  during  the  year  at  AcapuloQi 
Humboldt  dreads,  that  if  ever  the  yellow  fever  is  developed  tbenit 
it  will  continue  during  the  whole  year,  as  in  other  situations  where 
the  temperature  varies  only  two  or  three  degrees  during  tha 
year. 

It  is  a  mistake  tliat  the  yellow  fever  never  appears  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere.  It,  in  fact,  first  attacked  a  number  of  Euro* 
peans  at  Olinda,  in  the  Brazils ;  it  prevailed  at  Ouayaqiiil  in 
17  M;  apd  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  at  Monte  Videoy 
so  oelebrated  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate.  Durii^.  the  last* 
fifty  years,  the  yellow  fever  has  not  iq9peared«upon  the  coast  of 
the  racific  Ooean,  except  at  Panama  i  and  there,  as  at  CaUao, 
the  commencement  of  a  great  epidemic  is  often  marked  by  tho* 
arrival  of  some  ships  ifrom  Chili^  not  that  they  imported  the  dis- 
cs^ from  a  countcy  where  it  never  existed,  mit  because  its  iu- 
habitants,  coming  from  the  healthiest  country  in  the  worlds  ex- 
perience the  same  fatal  efiects  of  a  suitiy  air,  loaded  with  putrid 
emanations,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  north. 

On  the  coast  of  Mexico,  an  intimate  connexion  is  observed 
between  the  progress  of  disease  and  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
At  Vera  Cruz  there  ace  only  two  seasons^  that  of  the  north-  winds^- 
which  blow  firom  the  autumnal  to  the  vernal  equinox^  and  of 
the  south-east,  which  blows  pretty  regularly  from  March  to  Sep- 
tember. The  vomito  does  not  commence,  generally,  till  the  modi* 
um  heat  is  75°  Fahr.  and  is»  therefore,  seJdom  seen  in  December, 
January,  and  February;  and  although  Mav  \&  warmer  than  Sep- 
tember, and  October,  its  raveges  are  most  dreadful  in  the^e  latter 
months,  because  a  certain  duration  seems  necessary  to  de^kn^ 
its  full  foice.  Thus,  when  it  has  been  very  violent  in  summer,  it 
eontinacs  more  or  less  during  winler;  but  when  it  has  been  miki 
in  summer,  it  ceases  altogether:  also,  tlie  rain  which  lasts  from 
June  t/o  September,  cannot  be  without  influence.  The  commence* 
ment  and  termination  of  the  rainy  season  are  most  to,be  dreaded. 
M.  .Humboldt  is,  pf  opinion,  that  the  vomita  .is  not  naimniOj 
contagious,  but  that  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  other  pathological 
phenomena  tor  it  to  bscome  so^  from  tiie.in^aence  of  cliuuiie 
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and  seasons,  die  acedinulatioii  of  sick,  and  iadividaal  suacepd- 
bility.  Thus,  between  the  tropics,  e.  g.  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  vomH^ 
is  universally  alloired  to  be  itol  conti^giousi  whiJe,  in  the  more 
trmperate  clioiate  of  Europe^  its  cont^ous  natore  was  as  in- 
disputably proved,  by  the  escape  of  individuab  in  the  very  <b* 
cus  of  the  disease,  who  seeiudksd  tbetnseives:  and  in  the  inter- 
mediate climate  of  North  America,  its  contagious  nature  has  al- 
ways been  the  safaject  of  violent  controversy.  In  tropieal  sitoa^ 
tions,  a  second  attack  of  yellow  fever  is  rare,  at  Vera  Crux  un- 
known, but  in  the  United  States  it  is  not  unoommon* 

Near  Vera  Cruz,  the  vomiio  never  occurs  higher  up  than  5080 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  is  exactiy  the  limit  bdow 
which  the  Mexican  oaks  cease  to  grow. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  persons  oorn  and  brought  up  in  Vera 
Cruz,  are  not  iha^e  subiect  to  the  disease.  The  tome  is  true  at 
Havanuah,  with,  regard  to  its  inhabitantsi  and^et  the  natives 
of  Havannah  are  sometimes  attacked  with  ycllqw  fever  wlien 
they  visit  Vera  Cruz,  in  August  or  September;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  natives  of  Vera  Cruz  have  di^  of  yellow  fever  at  Ha- 
vannah, Jamaica,  and  the  United  States^ 

It  is  ako  remarkable,  that  the  natives  of  equinoctial  coohtrics, 
such  as  Vera  Cruz  and  Havannah,  are  not  susceptible  of  yellow 
fever  in  their  own  country,  while,  in  the  more  temperate  climates 
of  North  America,  and  Old  Spain,  the  natives  suffer  equally  with 
strangers.  The  whites  and  metis^  who  inhabit  ^e  elevated  in- 
terior of  Mexico,  especiaHy  the  muleteers  and  recruits,  suffer  mof e 
from  yellow  fever  than  strancen  who  arrive  by  sea,  probably 
from  experiencing  a  more  sudden  change  of  temperature^ 
.  In  the  most  stckfy  season,  the  shortest  stay  in  Vera  Cruz  is 
sufficient  to  .exdte  the  disease  in  strangers.-  Inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  going  to  Europe,  generaiiy  regain  at  Xahpa  un- 
til the  very  moment  of  the  vessel  sailinpfS  set  out  vn  the  middle  of 
the  night,  and  are  carried  through  Vera  Cruz  in  a  litter  to  the 
boat  waiting  for  them  at  the  Mole;  and  yet  these  often  die  of 
yellow  fever  in  a  few  days :  Aiid  in  like  manner  Eur<;»peans,  who, 
on  their  arrival,  fmd  litters  prepared  to  carfy  them  up  to  Fetote, 
do  not  always  escape. 

At  A^era  Cruz,  the  ydfow  fever  genersXiy  lasts  lon^  than  six 
or  seven  days  |  and  deaths  in  the  coutise  of  250  or  40  hours  are 
very  rare ;  whereas  in  Odd  l^ain,  cases  have  temlinat^  fetsHy 
in  6  or  7  hours.  The  mortality  is  always  greatest,  when  sevetiii 
ships  of  war,  and  many  merchant  vessels  arrive  at  the  same  time 
in  summers  thus  the  cruel  epideanc  of  il9^f  followed  upon  the 
iu-rival  of  three  men  of  war. 

Although  the  vouuio  at  first  indkates  an  asthenic  dtalhestst 
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blood-letting  is  considered  dangerdus  st  Vera  Cruz,  the  fiassage 
from  synocha  to  typhus  is  so  rapid.  In  the  conmieoceinent 
of  the  disease,  minoratives,  badiing,  iced  water,  sorbets,  and  o- 
ther  debilitating  remedies  are  preferred  ;  but  when,  to  speak  in 
the  ianfvoage  ot  Brown,  whose  system,  it  ap|>enrs,  has  excited 
more  enthusiasm  in  Mexico^  than  in  any  part  oF^  Europe,  the 
indirect  debility  manifests  itself,  the  most  powerful  sthnuli  aff9 
given  with  great  success,  eucb  as  more  than  an  hundred  drops  of 
sulpharic  ether,  and  60  or  70  drops  of  laudanum,  tvefy  hour. 
Cinchona  has  not  been  so  successful  in  Vera  Cruz,  as  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Spatn^  and  the  mercurial  tr^tment,  though 
frequently  triedi  has  been  very  generally  abandoned*  Fricttona 
with  olive  oil  have  been  more  successful. 

The  yellow  fever  appears  at  distant  but  irregidar  perioda. 
The  epidemic  of  1762,  is  the  first  on  record,  ^htcb,  however^ 
does  not  go  back  more  than  half  a  century.  It  continued  toi 
appear  every  year  until  1776,  after  which  it  did  Hot  return  tiil 
1 7^4,  althou|{b  during  all  the  intermediate  years,  the  conoonrsb 
vH  foreign  sailors  was  very  grraU  Since  1794^1  it  lias  prevailed 
whenever  the  north  trade- wind  ceases  to  bk>w.  Meteorologioal 
observations  have,  as  yet|  thrown  no  light  upon  these  periodical 
epidemics. 

,'    An^ptMinra.    Bamdan^ui  irffidiaiam 

We  are  always  pleased  when  the  discovery  ef  the  sonroe  of 
any  articles  of  the  Mat^ia  Medics^  lessens  our  ignorance  of  tbt 
instruments  of  our  art«  The  angusttura  bark*  since  its  introduce 
tion  into  medicine,  ha^  given  rise  lo  many  ihlse  conjectures.  \% 
has  been  ascribed  to  the  b'ucea  ferriiginea»  which  grows  in  Abys« 
sinia»  and  to  the  magncdia  glauca^  which  is  not  found  in  any 
part  of  South  America*  Humboldt  and  Boopland  were  lucky 
enough  to  gieet  with  it  at  St  Thomas»  in  New  Uttayuia,  in  June 
1 SOO.  They  perceived  that  it  belonfced  to  an  undescrihied  genUs  ; 
and  havii^  sent  a  specimen  of  it  to  Professor  VViUdenow  o(  Ber« 
lin,  he  described  it  in  the  Memoirs. of  the  Berlin  Academy  foe 
1802,  and  named  it,  in  honour  of  its  discoverer,  Bonplandia  | 
whic^  name  has  been  retained  by  our  travellers  in  their  magtii- 
iicent  work,  and  may  thereibre  be  considered  as  established* 
Fram  the  PUtnue  Eqmn^Ktutki^  VoL  II.  p«  59,  weqtfote  the  ib^ 
lowing  description ; 

Bonplandia*  Pentandria  moBOg)*niay  Ldn.  Ordo  nAtoralisy 
Quassia,  Juss. 
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Character  genericus* 

{WUld.  MoDogr.  in  Act  Acad.  Berofin.  snn.  1802. — p.  24.) 

Calyx :  pcriantbium  monophyllam,  campanulatom,  persistens, 
tomentosum,  laciniis  ovatis,  obtufeis.  Corolla  qidnquepetak, 
tubulosa,  petalis  lanceolatis,  obtusis,  coriaceis,  extus  tomentosis, 
margine  cohaerentibusy  ct  corollam  mooopetalam,  pentajBHiam 
m^ntientibus.  Nectarium  duplex }  glandulae  quinque  obiongSt 
obtusae;  et  squamae  totidcm  truncatae  pubescentes,  glandulis 
dictis  cinctae,  ad  basim  germinis*  Stamina:  filamenta  quinqotf 
linear!'  Unceolata,  basi  parum  dilatata,  infra  medium  petalonun 
inserta  ;  antherae  line^res,  versatiles.  Pistillum  :  germioa  quin- 
que coalita ;  stylus  filiformis,  staminibns  brevior ;  stigmata  quin* 
que  oblonga,  obtusa,  crassa,  conniventia.  Pericarpium :  capsule 
quinque,  coalitas^  uoilocularcs,  monosperniae,  bivalves.  Semen 
ovatum. " 

The  Bonplandia  is  a  native  of  South  America,  and  frequent  in 
the  woods  near  Carouy,  and  Alta  Gracia.  It  grows  to  the  height 
of  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet,  of  an  elegant  and  majestic  form.  Its 
trunk  is  straight  and  cylindrical.  The  bark  is  only  one  or 
two  lines  in  thicknessj  and  is  sometimes  cracked  externally. 
The  wood  is  of  a  clear  yellow  colour,  dense,  and  susceptible 
of  a  polish  like  boxwood.  The  branches  are  ahemate,  the  few- 
er horizontal,  the  upper  more  upright.  The  bark  of  the  young- 
er branches  is  of  a  fine  green  colour,  dotted  with  greyish  tuber- 
cles. The  leaves  are  evergreen,  alternate,  composed  of  three 
leafits,  one  or  two  feet  in  length,  the  middle  one  being  one-sixth 
longer  than  the  lateral  ones,  supported  on  a  common  foot-stalk 
ten  or  eleven  inches  long.  The  leaves,  when  fresh,  exhale  an  ex- 
tremelv  agreeable  aromatic  odour.  The  corymbus  is  torminal, 
aboutfourteen  or  eighteen  inches  long,  having  afoot*stalk  of  near- 
ly the  same  length  with  that  of  the  leaves,  and  composed  of  al- 
ternate twigs,  bearing  each  from  three  to  six  flowers. 

In  its  botanical  character,  the  Bonplandia  approaches  most 
nearly  to  quassia,  but  is  sufficiently  distinguished  by  the  insertion 
of  its  stamina  into  the  petals,  and  by  the  petals  cohering  at  their 
basis,  resembling  a  monopetalous  corolla. 

The  name  Angustura  bark,  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  de- 
nomination eascariUa  or  cmiezd  del  Angostura,  From  the  very 
considerable  contraction  of  the  Orinoco  near  Guayana,  the  town 
of  St  Thomas  is  vulgarly  called  La  Angostura^  the  straits,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  correct  to  write  Cortex  Augustura  or  Augusta^ 
as  has  been  done,  under  the  false  supposition  tliat  the  bark  caint 
from  the  town  of  St  Augustin  in  Florida. 
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The  Bonplandia  trifoliata,  which  has  the  form  of  the  cacao 
tree,  seems  to  belong,  like  the  Myristica  otoba,  Bertholetia  and 
Ceros^kmi  to  tfiose  groops  of  valuable  plsnta  which  Nature  has 
confined  within  a  very  small  extent  or  country.  It  is  chiefly 
found  to  the  south  of  the  lower  Orioocoy  in  the  missions  of 
Carouy»  inhabited  by  the  Caribbs,  28  leagues  east  from  Angos- 
tura. It  is  frequeat  IQ  the  fine  (bre^  around  Filla  de  Upatu^ 
Alta  Grada^  and  Copapui^  between  the  rivers  Carouy  and  UpatUj 
but  five  or  six  leagues  distant  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Carouy. 
The  bark  is  an  article  of  commerce  at  Saint  Thomas,  Carouy, 
and  Trinidad.  Bonpland  also  found  it  among  the  plants  of  the 
gulph  of  Santa  Fe,  between  Cumana  and  New  Barcelona. 

The  Catalonian  capuchins  who  possess  the  missions  of  Carouy, 
prepare  widi  great  care  an  extract  of  angostura  bark,  whidx 
th^dkcribute  to  the  convents  of  Catalonia. 

The  Bonplandia  is  unfortunately  indicated  on  the  tableau  be* 
longing  to  Humboldt's  geography  of  plants,  under  the  title  of 
Oaparia  Wtbrifitga^  which  has  led  tbe  London  college  into  a  false 
Doiiitechrtuxie*  It-  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Cuspa  or 
fitlse  CiichaBa  of  Cumana,  which  has  alternate  leaves. 
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PART   IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


I- 

A  Treatise  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  DMin.  By  Martik 
TuoMY,  M.D.  T.C.D,  and  FcDow  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland.  8to.  pp.  899.  Dublin, 
1810. 

SOME  of  the  most  important  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  naturalisti  the  antiqu«ry»  and  the  historiant  are  to  be 
found  in  those  local  histories  of  towns  and  districts^  compiled  i^ 
on  the  spot  by  a  resident  inquireri  to  whom  all  the  traditions  and 
records  connected  with  it,  as  well  as  the  physical  drcomstanoes 
of  the  place,  had  become  fiuniliar  from  long  and  repeated  obser- 
vation* In  like  mann^,  the  endemic  histories  of  the  human  con- 
stitution, if  we  may  so  speak,  the  local  varieties  of  heabhi  and 
disease,  are  extremelv  interesting  to  the  pathologist ;  inasmuch 
as  they  tend  to  elucidate  in  particular  the  causes  of  diseases,  to 
show  the  influence  of  various  physical  and  moral  agents  on  the 
living  body,  and  to  enable  us,  tnerefore,  to  adopt  a  sj^rstem  of  pre- 
ventive measures,  which  may  often  supersede  tne  pains  and  dan- 
gers of  disease,  and  the  more  uncertain  expedients  emplc^ed  for 
tne  purpose  of  cure.  Tliia,  however,  implies  a  concomitant  ac- 
count of  what  has  been  called  the  medical  topography  of  the 
place  referred  to^  as  well  as  a  history  of  the  seasons  daring 
which-  the  diseases  occurred. 

On  perusing  the  tide- page  of  this  book,  the  reader  will  ^o- 
bably  expect  toat  he  is  about  to  meet  with  such  a  history.  But, 
like  ourselves,  he  will  be  doomed  to  suffer  the  disappointment 
of  finding  only  a  general  systematic  treatise  on  s/ome  of  the  most 
common  disorders  of  the  human  frame,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
^be,  without  any  reference  to  the  local  circumstances  under 
which  they  appear :  so  that  it  might  equally  serve  for  a  treatise 
on  the  principal  diseases  of  Moscow,  Geneva,  or  Amsterdam,  as 
#n  those  of  tne  metropolk  of  Ireland.    He  will  observe  this  ex- 
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oeptioD,  however,  to  its  application  to  the  places  just  mentionedt 
that  several  of  the  ordinary  maladies  of  those  places  are  not  to  be 
found  in  this  treatise :  the  small-paay  to€  example,  the  croup, 
hydrocepbalos,  epilepsy,  diabetes,  the  diseases  of  the  kidneys, 
bladder  and  heart,  coKci  diarrhcBa,  gout,  erysipelas,  hysteria, 
piles,  hydrophobia,  scrofula,  insanitv,  &«.  &o.  are  not  described 
amonff  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  The  gout,  indeed,  !» 
casually  alluded  to,  once  or  twice,  in  its  irregular  forms ;  and 
erysipelas  is  used  as  the  appellation  of  a  disease,  which  diflers 
not  less  from  erysipelas  in  its  appearance  and  progress,  than 
from  small-pox;  viz.  the  sa»a,  or  sliingles :  but  of  the  other  dis-* 
eases  Just  specified,  we  find  no  notice  whatever. 

If  It  be  difficult  to  discover  any  reason  for  the  omitssion  of 
these  ordinary,  but  important  maladies  from  the  catalogue ;  it  is 
cot  more  easy  to  account  for  the  arrangement  of  those  which  are 
selected  for  description.  It  would  almost  seem  that  they  have 
been  put  together  by  the  printer,  as  the  separate  essays  happened 
to  lie  in  the  author's  port-folio,  rather  than  from  any  principle 
of  oonneJcion.  Dr  Tuomy  begms,  indeed,  by  tiling  us,  that 
he  has  adopted  a  new  classification,  bv  arranging  under  the  head 
of  aUaus  diseases  a  number  of  dl8orden|which  '<  are  far  difier« 
ently  arranged  in  systematic  wcoics  $ "  namely,  bilious  fever,  ia« 
flamniatton  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  cholera,  dyi^psia,/and  dysen- 
tery. But  the  work  proceeds,  witlMOt  any  intimatioUi  where 
the  bilious  class  is  conduded,  and  a  new  ciaas  b^unl  Having 
discussed  the  £seases  just  enumerated,  theauthor  proceeds  to  in- 
termittMt  and  typhoid  fevers:  but  between  the  two^  he  places, 
drop^  in  its  three  ordinary  forms.  After  typhus,  he  treats  of 
worins^  and'  then  of  catarrh,  infliuenza,  pneumonia,  and  inflam* 
maitory  sor^-throat^  Next  follow  rheumatism,  acute  and  cbro* 
nic,  tefimnmation  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  bowels,  measles, 
and  scarleb-fever.     After  scarlet-fever,  the  gripes,  diarrh(»a,  and 


sotley  assemblage,  i 
lection  of  chronic  cutaneous  diseases  brings  up  the.reajr,  and 
completes  the  list  of  <*  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin^ " 

Our  readers  will  not  expect  that  we  shall  enter  into  a  syste- 
matic deteil  of  the  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatment  of  these  or* 
dinafy  complahits ;  which  are  here  described  in  the  ordinary 
terms  of  otner  systematic  treatisea.  We  shall  call  their  attea* 
tion  to  those  subjects  only,  which  possess  some  degree  of  im- 
{>oftance  or  of  novelty. 

One  leading  feature  of  the  work,  is  the  reference  of  a  consi-^ 
dcrable'  number  of  disorders,  both  acute  and  cbronk,  to  a  nK>r-* 
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bid  condition  of  the  secretions  poured  into  the  alimentary  ean^J) 
a  source  of  disease  from  whicn  the  views  of  practitioners  hsi 
been  for  a  long  time  diverted,  by  the  doctrines  of  tfie  wWor 
nervous  pathologists,  and  especially  by  the  pfausiUe  dvennB  of 
Brown,  nut  to  which  a  general  sense  of  the  value  of  observation 
and  induction,  aided  by  the  important  publications  of  Dr  Hamil« 
tpn,  Mr  Abemethy,  &c.  has  of  late  recalled  die  attention  of  pro- 
fessional men.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  when  spasm,  uid 
sthenia,  and  asthenia,  were  the  leading  articles  of  our  faith,  eu 
jnteHigent  German  traveller*  expressed  his  surprise,  that  the 
gastric  system  was  almost  entirely  unnoticed  by  the  English  riiy- 
fiicians :  And  had  the  work  of  Dr  Hamilton  be^n  then  publimedy 
it  would  probably  have  been  scouted  by  the  iHtiminaii  id  the 
schools  of  excitability  and  sensorial  power,  as  a  tissue  of  empi- 
rical absurdity,  or  condemned,  by  them,  to  the  same  oblivion  with 
the  observations  of  the  practical  Gerraali;  What  our  author  has 
said  upon  this  subject,  seems  to  be  partly  the  result  of  perMmal 
experience ;  but,  as  he  scarcely  ever  condescends  to  name  or  re- 
fer to  any  other  writer,  and  never  quotes  the  page,  chapter,  or 
even  title  of  any  work,  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  bow  mudi  is  bo^ 
rowed.  We  think,  however,  that  he  is  for  from  being  ^jtseriroi- 
hative  in  bis  generalizations,  or  very  accurate  in  his  diagnostics. 

He  commences  with  an  enumeration  of  the  following  symp- 
toms, as  common  to  all  ^*  the  bilious  and  hepatic  diseases  of 
Dublin :  **  namely,  pain  and  fulness,  with  some  soreness  on  pres- 
sure, in  the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  epigastrium  and  hypo- 
chondria ;  flatulence ;  bitterness  of  the  mouth  $  loaded  iongiif, 
of  all  shades  from  a  light  yelbw  to  a  dark  brown  or  black  ;  nau- 
sea ;  sallow  or  ydlowish  tinge  of  the  complexion  and  eyes ;  want 
of  appetite ;  irregularity  of  bowels,  which  are  most  commonly 
:costive,  but  sometimes  there  is  a  scanty  purging,  with  teneffiam; 
sighing,  which,  he  affirms,  is  conynonly  the  precursor  of  a  criHcd 
eruption  on  the  skin,  especially  of  a  miliary  kind  ;  and  vertigo^ 
which  often  amotmts  to  violent  headach. 

His  description  of  the  symptoms  of  bilious  fever  is  neither  full 
nor  very  discriminative :  but  some  of  his  remarks  on  the  method 
of  cure,'  and  especiall)r  on  the  operation  of  purgative  medicines, 
accord  so  accurately  with  what  we  have  often  witnessed,  that  wc 
cannot  doubt  that  they  are  the  result  of  actual  investigation. 
After  premising  that  the  principal  object  of  medicine  consists  in 
removmg  the  acrid  contents  of  the  bowels,  and  correcting  the 
morbid  secretions ;  in  relieving  topical  distress ;  and  in  supplying 

♦  Mr  Fifchcr.     See  Aanak  of  Medicine^  vol.  I.  p.  67,. 


tba  padent  with  lioht  BouriBhment,  dihiUng  drinks  audi  pure  air, 
and  maintaining  oeanliness }  he  eay^ 

<<  The  porgsnives  roust  be  MeadUy  perseter^  in  throoghoitt  the 
compbtaft ;  fei  it  is  upoa  thexa  we  roust  principally  rely  for  success: 
and  as  the  accumulation  of  foul  matter  in  the  alimentary  canal  it  con- 
stantly and  copiously  jproduced ;  so  there  is  no  disease  in  which  the 
free  and  regular  use  of  purgatives  caused  less  distress,  or  gives  more 
uniform  rehef.  It  frequently  bapoens,  that  from  the  operation  of  a 
purgative,  a  large  quantity  of  foul  excrements  comes  away;  and  yet 
m  ten  or  twelve  hours  ;ifter,  there  is  another  large  evacuation,  so  as 
eften  to  cause  great  surprise  how  so  much  could  be  generated  m  aO 
short  a  time ;  and  these  copious  and  foul  evacuations  continue  for 
ievera!  successive  days  without  inducing  proportionable  weakness;  biit 
on  the  contrary  they  procure  grart  mttif|*ation  of  the  symptoms:  even 
deficateand  young  females  are  relieved,  widvoot  b«ing  exhausted,  by 
tbese  evacnadons*  '* 

Theae  cofriem  discharges  of  mwddy,  or  pitchy^  and  offeneive 
alooH  mdaedy  are  often  each  as  to  excite  tm  astonishment  of  the 
patimt  himself  and  hia  attendant's  who  express  tbeir  ^'  wonder, 
wbeM»  all  Uie  matter  can  come: "  for  it  very  far  excends  the  qnax»- 
tity  of  tlioiiigeiCa,  both  liquid  and  sdid.  And  so  hr  frtioi  ptoh 
docnigweakiyesfii  we  have  offaen  observed  with  pleasure  the  renew- 
al of  strength  which  these  evacuations  occasion,  when  a  languor 
and  depression  of  the  mmd  powers^  even  to  fianking,  had  pre- 
viously existed.  But  we  have  likesrise  remarked,  that  as  soon  as 
the  ahrine  excretions  have  assomrd  a  natural  appearance,  a  much 
sBMdter  evaonatioo  has  actnatiy  prodaoed  a  considerable  iveduetioa 
of  the  stren^.  The  author  has,  pevhaps,  net  sufBcienly  press- 
ed upon  the  attention  of  his  readers  the  necessity  of  carefbUy 
inspc^Dg  the  alvine  disdiarges;  which  affords  the  best,  or  in* 
deed  the  principal  indeix,  as  to  the  regnhtion  of  die  purgative 
mediciae.  He  judieioizsly  observes,  however,  that  **  itisremark- 
aMe  that  we  are  disappointed  of  any  substantidf  improvement  in 
the  state  of  onr  patient,  whBst  the  dark  fieces  remain  behind, 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  the  evacuations  procured, "  p.  9. 

**  In  the  exhibition  of  medicine  to  produce  those  desirable  chan- 
ge^ "  he  states,  **  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  some  purgatives  will 
pass  through  the  bowels  widi  die  effect  of  causing  repeated  and  li- 
quid stools;  but  wtU  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the  sordes  behind 
them,  (of  this  I  have  seen  several  instances)  ;  so  that  an  appropriate 
<atbarnc  exhibited  immediately  afoer  this  liquid  purging,  shall  bring 
away  copious  stools  of  fetid,  dark,  and  solid  excrements.  The  ad- 
▼anuge  of  selecting  the  effectual  purgatives,  and  of  avoiding  that  in- 
judicioos  use  of  any  medicine,  because  it  has  the  name  of  a  purge,  I 
conceive  it  necessary  to  enforce;  because  I  believe  the  practice  of  re- 
sorting to  purgatives  indiscriminately  has  often  converted  into  a  lin- 
gering disease^  that  which  might  have  been  cured  in  three  or  four 
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jdays ;  amd  has  not  nnfrequendy  been  the  means  of  sapping  awaf  a 
lar^e  portion  of  valuable  health. "     p.  7- 

With  these  observations,  practitioners  in  general  will  ecmicide, 
|is  well  as  in  the  preference. given  to  calomel,  eonibined  with 
rhubarb  or  jalap,  as  the  purgative  most  to  be  depended  upon,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  also  in  recommending  the  jonccion  of  on 
opiate  with  the  mercurihl,  in  the  case  of  irritability  or  tenesmus 
in  the  bowels.  The  various  expedients  directed  to  be  emffloyed 
for  the  removal  of  urgent  symptoms,  are,  on  the  whofe,  iudici- 
ous.  But,  "  in  the  phremtic  or  violent  deliriam,  "  (which,  by 
;the  way,  is  not  very  common  in  a  mere  bilious  fever  in  thi^  coun- 
try}, we  are  satisfied  that  the  section  of  the  tempdral  artery  is 
infinitely  more  efficacious,  and  less  equivocal  in  its  benefits,  than 
bleeding  fi'om  the  arm,  as  our  author  advises.  It  affords  us  a 
much  more  effectual  control  over  the  morbid  circulation  in  the 
head;  and,  therefore,  at  once  subdues  the  phrenitic  state;  and, 
by  superseding  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  detraction  of  blood, 
is  ultimately  a  saving  of  the  strength  of  the  patient.  Of  this  we 
have  seen  some  examples  in  this  country;  and  the  testireoDv  of 
the  late  ingenious  Dr  Irvine,  in  regard  to  the  succeto  of  the 
practice  in  the  fevers  of  Sicily,  tends  strongly  to  estaUtah  the 
factt 

In  the  observations  under  the  head  of  hepatitis,  we  find  a  oon- 
siderable  decree  of  confusion.  For  not  only,  are  the  symplons 
of  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis  intermixed;  but  tbe  enbrgemeat, 
scirrhosity,  and  tubercuiated  state  of  the  liver,  are  included  im- 
der  the  same  head.  From  this  confusion,  pertia^  origiiiatied 
some  of  the  following  observations. 

''  Hepatitis  most  commonly  atucks  old  persons^  those  of-  irtkable 
and  relaxed  constitutions,  those  who  are  much  addiOed  to  die  use  of 
spirituous  and  fermented  liquors,  persons  of  iodoleat  and  sedentary 
habiu,  and  who  indulge  freelj  in  the  use  of  ita  and  cojgiBC :  Hence 
uomen  freouendy  suffer  from  liver  diseases,  in  consequence  of  their 
sedenury  habits,  and  of  their  excessive  indulgeQce  in  the  use  of  these 
slow  poisons,  tea  and  coffee,  "  &c.     p.  3Q. 

But  the  observations  on  erysipelas  (which  is  casually  mention* 
ed  under  the  head  of  hepatius)  betray  an  extraordinary  want  of 
accuracy  or  of  inattention.  We  are  told,  that  **  in  hepatitis 
erysipelas  will  seize  upon  different  parte  of  tlie  surface ;  some- 
times it  fixes  upon  the  leg  or  arm;  sometimes  it  imperfectly  en- 
circles the  trunk  below  the  hypochondria,  in  the  form  called  sona 
ifliKtu,  and  it  is  ihen  oi  ti\e  papuLary  kind,  "  &c.  (p,  *0-)  Now, 
it  is  indisputable,  that  the  zona  i&  never  papular,  but  aliDctys  vest- 


t  See  Edin,  McA  and  Surg,  Journal,  Vol.  vii.  p.  338. 
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odor :  that  it  ii  never  '*  dangerous, "  or  aecomnanied  with 
•*  aevere  inflammatory  symptoms,  *'  or  "  a  hard  pulsei  **  or  re- 
quires either  **  free  Uoeding,  or  brisk  purging  \  and  that,  to 
ecMMMfar  it  aa  the  result  of  hepatic  disease,  is  bilious  hypothesis  at 
its  climax.  The  author,  indeed,  only  affirms  that  he  had  seen  it 
twice  aeoompanied  with  disease  of  the  liver ;  whereas,  we  have 
icea  ii  in  numerooa  instances,  where  no  one  symptom  of  such 
diaaaae  was  present, 

The  mmt  bi/icus  and  mercurial  prejudices  (for  they  usually  go 
together)  lead  our  author  to  consider  the  external  use  of  mercu- 
ry by  fiiction,  as  the  remedy  "  chiefly  to  be  relied  oii  in  jaun- 
mce  ^ ''  a  piece  pf  hypothesis,  whidi  is  neither  plausible  in  itself, 
ncMT  suiipocted  by  experience.  This  is  his  logic.  Biliarv  calculi 
are  wy  finsmed,  when  the  secretion  of  the  bile  is  unhealthy ;  but 
bilMry  eakoU  are  the  most  common  causes  of  jaundice :  ergo  we 
riioukl  endeavour  to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  liver  in 
Qfder  to  muiva  jaundice.  Admitting  me  first  member  of  the 
Ar<mo9ition,  however,  the  only  legitimate  inference  to  which  it 
ieaaa»  la,  that  restoring  the  healthv  secretion  of  the  bile  would 
prevent  the  fiurther  formation  of  calculi :  But  it  is  obvious,  that 
the  first  step  towards  the  eyre  of  jaundice  consists  in  removing 
from  the  common  duct  the  calculi  already  formed,  and  obstruct- 
iug  its  passage.  But  when  we  consider  the  lesson  of  experience, 
ihat  jaundice  is  frequently  cured,  citOf  tuto^  et  jucundiy  by  a 
pnrige  or  two,  the  recommendation  of  trifling  with  externa!  nic- 
-tiaiB,  or  impmrQating  the  system  with  mercury  as  a  solvent  qf 
gaOtfkNies^  as  the  sheet  anchor  in  the  cure  of  Jaundice,  surely 
merits  our  animadversion.  The  recommendation  of  mercury, 
cavried  to  the  extent  of  causing  a  salivaUou,  in  cases  of  old  dysen^ 
Sen/f  where  the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines  is  already  on- 
.gatticany  disenaed  (p.  69.),  is  another  spice  of  the  same  delectablp 
fcTpo^tbesis,  of  the  same  general  devotion  to  this  new  god  of 
fmyatc,  bdbre  wluch  mo&rn  empirioism  bows  down  and  worr 
dups  with  a  bHad  adoration.  But  our  author  does  not  stop 
here :  for  under  the  head  of  indigestion^  we  find  that  calomel  is 
the  grand  ofaject  of  his  euk)gium.  **  I  have  tried  a  lai^  cata* 
logae  of  absorbents, ''  be  tells  us — ^^  bitters ;  aromatics  i  and 
cbalybeates,  generaUy  ordered  in  cases  of  this  sort  $  and  I  am 
inclmed  to  bdieve,  that  a  steady  adherence  to  this  method  will 
cure  more  cases  of  dyspepsia,  than  all  those  medicines  together, 
without  mercury. ''  (p,  79.) 

The  tend^icy  of  such  sweeping  recommendations  of  an  active 
medicine  is,  to  encourage  a  dangerous  empiricism :  to  teach  men, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  a  suppo^d  pana- 
fcea,  and  to  dispense  with  the  trouble  of  investigating  symptoms, 
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when  dnefhnmatieQ  k  necessary  Ibr  safety  I  andtoi 
with  a  notion,  that  when  the  name  of  a  disease  is  leariity  th^  ra- 
medy  is  obrioas.  And  (his  is  the  nlore  to  be  apprehesided  firoin 
a  boclcy  which,  from  uniting  die  Teniacular  with  ledmioal  phraaa-» 
o]<^,  seems  intended  for  popular  perusal. 

Tbe  rest  of  the  diseasea,  which  are  here  treated  of,  dRntlm> 
particular  occasion  for  remaric,  whieh  would  justify  the  hnffd^ 
ening  of  this  article  by  dwelling  upon  them^  In  ^eacraly  Uief 
are  discussed  in  a  respectaUe,  but  commonphoe  manner,  teiaii- 
Ing  neither  to  inform  the  learned,  nor  to  inisteaid  the  ignoranti 
On  Dr  T/s  account  of  cutaneous  eruptions^  however^  we  sh«H 
pause  a  while.  He  avows  that  he  has  described  them  without 
any  attention  to  system ;  **  because^  as  hr  as  he  has  been  abfe  to 
ascertain,  there  has  not  been  any  classification  erf  thcoi  niiieli 
could  tend  to  introduce  sounder  practice)  thmigh  k  mffjj^ht  aaalsi 
to  fiKilitate  the  description  of  their  symptoms."  ( P^.  ni.)  Ba^ 
we  think,  this  very  reason  includes  an  ineonsisiency :  far  wiiac^ 
ever  tends  to  introdnce  discrimination  into  practice,  and  tofiici-* 
litate  the  diagnosis  of  cKseases,  tends  surely  to  estabtish  (he  m^ 
thoda  of  aire  upon  more  dear  and  certain  groundsi  and  it  appciora 
to  us,  that  this  defkimcy  of  discrimination  has  itsdf  been  tile 
prindpal  cause  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  this  depaitnent  of 
die  healing  art.  At  the  same  time,  tbe  descriptione,  giiNsn  by  Dr 
Tuomy,  are  themselves  happily  illnstrative  of  the  uselessaeaa  cf 
such  histories,  where  all  system  is  discarded.  For  either  the  di»> 
eases,  which  be  deKneates,  are  peculiar  to  DabMn ;  or  they  are  so 
imperfectly  depicted,  that  we  do  not  recognise  our  okl  ac 
ances.  He  speaks  of  **  distinct  scabby  sores  of-adrits, ''  a 
the  thichs,  buttocks,  and  lower  extremities,  and  octurrtng  ift  i 
spectable  ranks  of  life,  whieh  are  not  the  itch,  but,  like  it,  are  |vo- 
pagated  by  contagion  ;  and  abo  of  **  pustular  eruptions  of  child- 
ren, "  otherwise  healthy,  and  among  tbe  better  class  of  peopk^ 
which  spread  over  the  wlide  body,  leaving,  in  many  inctancea, 
no  part  of  the  surface,  not  even  the  sca)p  or  (he  soles  of  the  feet, 
free.  In  the  latter,  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded,  crusts  are  fenii- 
cd,  by  the  matter  oozing  from  the  pustules,  which  spread  thi^ 
over  the  sur&ce  of  the  body,  on  tbe  face,  behind  tbe  ears,  and  at 
length  over  the  hairy  scalp,  &c. ;  on  many  parts  forming  running 
ulcers.  With  a  contagious  eruption  in  adults,  like  tlie  former  of 
these,  we  are  ahogciher  unacquainted  :  and  we  suspect  that  tbe 
latter,  in  children,  is  an  eruption  of  the  pustules,  called  Jmi  hf 
the  older  writers,  and  which  on  the  scalp  produces  one  or  two  of 
the  varieties  of  porrigo,  or  scald-head.  Dr  Tuomy  reccminieods 
nearly  the  same  treatment  fer  these  pustules  on  the  head,  as  for 
the  dry  encrusted  tinea;  viz.  frequent  shaving,  a  spirituous  kxien. 


gad  flidMiitiit  of  black  peppers  in  wbicby  w€  Atok,  Aere  ii 
«B  obvions  defiftieiiOfF  of  practical^  as  weH  as  of  systematic  dia* 
criaBiMtioa.  For  sordy  a  «iisckai]gin|[f  and  irritable  surface  wiB 
not  tf^ilfg^  or  €vea  bear,  tbe  same  slioHriaiit  treatment,  wMdi 
a  dry  Md  inirritable  mrt  demands* 

Ijm  last  disjMt  wbicb  onr  antbor  describes^  is  a  datigeroasf 
tkowb  aot  a  ftsqosBt  aflaetion  of  children,  wbtch  is  calieA 
^  WBila  fafisters  ^  and  *^  bwnt  ho]ea» ''  in  diflSerent  parts  of  ItfM 
knid.  Dr  Tiiowy  aaknowiedges  tbat  his  aocoant  is  taken  froav 
a  worii  of  Dr  Stokes;  but  he  nerer  isibrms  ns  of  tke  title  of 
that  work,  or  makes  any  specific  refinance  to  it  He  considers 
it  aa  aUed  to  PeBiph^;iis.  The  disease  begins  with  the  appear^ 
anoe  of  Tesicles,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  which,  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days,  borst  and  discharge  a  thin  oflfensive  fluid. 
Tlie  vesiGles  become  confluent,  and  spreading  ulcers  ensue,  with 
a  remarkable  fetor,  and  litid  edm,  and  a  vary  eopaoua  dis« 
char^  The  patient  dies  about  the  10th  or  12ih  diM^»  O^rot 
poultices,  in  a  state  of  fermentation  $  ointments  made  with  the 
juioe  of  the  plant  scrophularia ;  yeast  intcmaliy,  and  laxativea 
are  reeommmdad  (^  Dr  Stokes :  aad  om*  author  adds^  that  e*- 
lomel  should  form  a  part  of  the  purgatives— the  never  to  be  fen- 
gotten  calomel ! — We  should  be  disposed  to  anticipate  benefit 
Mm  cofdials  and  improved  dieti  for  it  baa  appeared  to  us,  that 
these  nflMn&ir  febrile  diseases  are  generally  mvok  connected  wif h 
iaopairad  ontritioD,  or  anwhoksome  feed ;  the  ctfects  of  wbioh 
wilt  of  ooone  be  aggtavated  by  damp  and  nndeanly  haUlatioMf 
waul  of  VflDtiktion,  pevscmal  deaidiaess,  and  tke  other  depress 
siiqf  dvcmnataacea  to  wkiok  the  children  of  the  poor  (an<ing 
wboflB  this  affection  principally  oocnrs)  are  esposed*  We  bavo 
occaaionaBy  seen  instances  of  these  vesicular  diseases  m  children 
in  this  country^  which  were  connected  with  bad  babit  and  im* 
perfect  iteding,  and  yielded  to  chalybeates  and  other  toiucs^ 
with  generous  diet. 

Dr  Tiuimy  has  thrown  a  varietv  tXformultt  into  an  appendix^ 
to  dfta  number  of  107,  to  which  be  refers  in  tbe  body  of  the 
work$  and,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  understand  Latin^ 
he  has  annexed  an  English  translation  in  an  opposite  eoknna* 
Neither  his  Latin,  however,  nor  his  English  are  characterized  hy 
eteganoe,  and  not  always  by  correctness*  In  directing  ^^  two 
ten*spoaDfek  to  bo  taken  m  a  dose,  and  repeated  every  ten 
iBinutee,  until  the  desired  cfiect  bo  produced,  "  be  writes,  <*  su* 
mat  oodrfenria  dno  parva  et  refetai  iecem  quibusqug  mmtMM  ad 
effectmn^ "  (No»  107.)^The  ad  eftchm  is  a  very  favourite  {dinnsei 
Ho  talks  of  cochleare  medimm^  meaning  mmlismn ;  and  has  in* 
vented  a  new  ablative  case  for  fmuiu$,  namely  pondo.  (Now  dO..) 
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AmoDg  aereral  incorrect  Englbb  pbrascs,  we  may  mtelitii  the 
following — ^^  It  had  therefore  better  U>  be  premised*  "  (|K  167.) 
A  bed<*rooin9  *^  with  a  fire  oocasionally  l^ht  m.  it.  "  (209.) — 
Speaking  of  fever,  he  saya,  '<  in  pregnancy,  «uitfi»  sMm  H  «c- 
€wrs^  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  "  ( 137.) ;  and  tdls  us,:  tliat  j 
tients  should  not  be  violently  restrained,  '*  in  cases  of  great/ 
logetoutqf  bed,  "  (150.) — ^with  sev^al  other  eiqprossions,  whic 
leem  to  be  the  (^t^ing  of  carelessness,  or  defective  knowkd^ 
of  the  structure  of  the  language,  or  of  a  wish  to  accomiaodate  hia 
phraseology  to  vulgar  reMera. 


11. 

Disquisitions  in  ike  History  of  Medicine;  Part  First  ^  exhibiting  a 
Viem  ^ Physic^  as  observed  tojburish  during  remote  Periods  in 
Europe  and  the  East,    By  Richard  Millar,  M.D.  Lecturer 

.  on  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.    8vo.     £r 

•  dkiburgh,  1611. 

nr^Hxs  work  presents,  in  an  instructive  and  convincing  finmit  the 
^  facts  and  arguaoents  long  since  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
medical  literature,  by  travellers  and  historians  of  physio;  and  it 
furnishes,  from  foreign  and  unfrequented  souroea-of  imdiigenoe, 
as  weH  as  from  die  author's  own  reflections,  some  new  views  fi 
the  sutgect.  Dr  Millar  undertakes  to  commemorate  the  details 
of  the  system  of  physic,  which  he  thinks  was  established  b¥  the 
Bnihmans,  at  a  very  remote  era,  in  the  East,  and  to  show  tnaia 
remarkable  coincidence  is  to  be  discerned  between  its  pretepls, 
and  those  promulgated  of  old  bv  the  respective  hierarohiea  of 
Iran  (the  old  Assyrian  empire  of  the  Greeks),  and  Egypt.  In 
this  first  part,  he  mvestigates  the  sUte  ofphysic  in  Greece^  diu^ 
ing  the  first,  or  traditional  ages,  and  in  Egypt ;  and  in  a  aobae- 
quent  volume  he  proposes  to  continue  the  same  path  <if  nesearch 
into  the  condition  of  the  healing  art,  such  as  it  may  be  found  to 
have  flourished  in  the  other  two  Oriental  monarchies,  Hindustan 
and  Iran.  A  treatise  on  the  physic  of  the  Jews  will  be  aubgoin* 
ed  as  an  Appendix,  if  the  author  meet  with  sufficient  enoourae^- 
ment  to  complete  his  plan,  which  we  hope  he  will,  for  the  smlc 
of  the  learning  and  perseverance  which  ne  has  displayed.  One 
of  the  fourteen  Retna^Sf  or  precious  things,  we  are  told,  which 
among  the  ancient  Indiana  their  gods  are  believed  to  have  pro* 
duced  by  churning  the  oc^an  with  the  mountain  Mapdara,  was 
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m  latful  phyticiaB ;  and  it  would  show  a  dcgen^ate  taste^  if 
Biedicftl  learning  was  not  in  the  present  age  highly  prized. 

The  obscurity  which  enveloped  the  infimcy  of  the  medical 
arty  is  the  same  as  that  which  beioncs  to  the  origin  of  all  the 
hmndies  of  hmnan  knowledge.  Dr  Af  illar  oonieaures  that  tha 
materia  medica  has  just  claims  to  the  supreme  bonoon  of  anti- 
qtnty»  beeanse  a  knowledge  of  the  salutary  or  noxious  c|ualitica 
of  plants  destined  for  food,  must  have  neceGNirily  exercised  the 
experience  and  sagacity  of  the  ancestors  of  our  race.  But  it  is 
nowhere  proved,  that  such  a  variety  of  plants  existed  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world ;  and  to  reason  from  the  general  course  of  na- 
ture, it  seems  probable,  that  few  vegetables  only  were  produced 
at  first,  and  those  destined  to  form  a  part  of  the  daily  food,  or 
remedies  for  the  diseases  of  mankind. 

The  practice  of  killing  the  inferior  animals  for  food  gave  rise, 
Dr  Millar  thinks,  to  the  Knowledge  of  anatomy ;  the  custom  also 
of  sacrificing  human  victims,  so  universally  prevalent  over  the 
ancient  world,  and  the  art  of  embalming,  is  supposed  to  have  led 
to  the  acquirement  of  anatomical  and  surgical  skill.  But  it  is 
easy  to  perceive,  that  this  must  have  been  very  liosked,  if  we 
consider  the  manner  in  which  these  operations  were  perfinrmed : 
And  we  are  disposed  to  consider  the  acquisitions  of  those  nations 
that  precede  the  rise  of  philosophy  and  letters  in  Greece,  as  over- 
rated by  Dr  Millar  in  regard  to  their  skill  in  dietetics,  and  the 
?ractice  of  physic  and  surgery.  The  uncivilized  communities  of 
Polynesia,  America,  and  ttie  interior  of  Africa,  present  to  us,  at 
the  present  day,  the  picture  of  mankind  in  their  original  siatd 
Among  those  tribes  oi  savages,  the  juggler  and  the  physician  are 
lisually  the  same  person  ;  diseases  are  imputed  to  the  immediate 
action  of  supernatural  power ;  consequendy  exorcism  is  the  re- 
siedy,  and  this  is  employed  by  the  priests.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  South-sea  islands  are  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  curing, 
6r  even  alleviating  the  diseases  which  are  common  amongst  them. 
Tbejr  are  cruel  to  their  sick ;  the  sight  of  so£Pering  is  at  all  times 
psdnlul ;  and  when  barbarians  have  no  hope  of  relieving  iti  they 
oftentimes  abandon  the  su£ferer,  or  more  mercifully  put  him  to 
death.  The  missionaries  soon  perceived  how  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  all  been  medical  practi- 
ticHiers.  Dr  Miliar  concludes  his  introduction  with  a  long  and 
learned  note  on  cannibalism,  wherein  he  proves,  from  indisputable 
authorities,  that  this  savage  custom  has  prevailed,  not  only  in 
Africa,  Asia,  and  America,  but  among  the  Gothic  and  Celtic 
races  of  the  British  Isles  $  and  he  quotes  the  celebrated  passage 
from  Jerome  which  describes  a  tribe  of  men*  eaters  in  tlie  neigh- 
bonrhood  of  Gla^ow.    We  sha|l  quote  the  passage,  aud  sub* 
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^in  OiblKm'ft  psraphnue  or  dransktiim^  Mnch  h  mk  a  Untie 
carious,  becanse  it  conta]n»  a  mistake^  whieh  is  do  trifle  for  so 
eminent  a  scholar  to  make. 

'*  Ci^m  ipse  adoleseeDtelas  in  Gallia  vidercm  Attacottos^  genosae 
Bntamncam,  hnmaois  vesci  camibus ;  et  caaai  per  sylvas  porcoeaaa 
greg^s  et  armentonini  pecudoniqve  reperiant*  ^o^ortim  naieseijemi* 
narumpapillas  solere  abscindere ;  et  has  solas  ciberum  delkias  arbU 
mri. "— Jerom.  T.  II.  p.  75. 

'*  A  valiant  tribe  of  Caledonia,  the  Attacotte,  the  eaemies  and  after* 
wards  the  foldiers  of  Valcntinian,  are  accufed  by  an  eyewitnefs  of  de- 
lighting in  the  taHe  of  human  fle(h.  When  they  hunted  the  woods  for 
prey»  it  is  faid,  that  they  attacked  the  Shepherd  rather  than  Iiis  Hock  ;  ami 
that  they  curioufly  felt6led  the  mofl:  delicate  and  brawny  parts  both  of 
males  and  females,  which  they  prepared  for  their  horrid  repafts.  " — Gi»- 
BON,  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  R.  Empire,  Vol.  ii.  p-^ge  551.  4th  edition. 

It  is  amusing  enough  to  observe  the  hind  quarters  of  fattened 
hogs  and  the  diigs  ofsows,  converted  into  the  buttocks  of  shep- 
herds, and  breasts  of  shepherdesses. 

After  speculating  on  the  history  of  medicine  in  ancient  timesj^ 
Dr  Millar  enters  upon  a  disquisition  on  the  j^itneval  Chersonese^, 
or  primitive  nations  of  the  world.  He  contends  for  the  early 
ctvili;cation  of  Asia,  and  Africa;  and  considers  the  Hindus,  Ira^ 
iiians,  Egyptians,  and  Ethiopians,  as  so  many  separate  brancbea 
of  one  and  the  same  individual  race. 

His  arguments  are  founded  on  the  four  following  sources ; 
1st,  Traditional  and  historical  record  ;  2d,  Identity  o?  language 
and  written  character ;  3d,  Conformity  of  religious  and  pniloso- 
pbical  opinion ;  4th,  Similitude  of  corporeal  structure* 

As  a  specimen  of  the  rational  and  specific  spirit  cf  remark, 
which  pervades  these  disquisitions,  the  following  passage  maj 
suffice. 

"It  will  no  doubt  be  deemed  ahold  propofition  to  affcrt  that  the  £rft 
civilized  of  our  race,  the  common  inflrudlors  of  Europe  and  the  world, 
were  originally  a  negro  people  ;  yet  the  affirmation  once  made,  arguments, 
are  cot  wanting  for  its  defence.  That  the  African  Troglodytes  were 
negroes,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  and  that  the  fame  race  at  a  very' 
early  period  gathered  the  fruits,  and  cultivated  the  fields  of  India,  befid^s 
the  common  opinion  of  antiquity  with  whom  Ethiopic  and  Itidian  wcw? 
convertible  terms,  may  be  fairly  prefumed  not  only  from  monuments  of 
fculptnrc  and  architeftnre  ftill  exifting  in  the  country,  but  the  indobitahfe 
patronymic  marks  ftrfl  impr«ffed  upon  the  comitenaneea  of  one  portion  o# 
its  itihabitants.  The  cuftom  of  framing  tihodcB  by  hewmg  caverns  out  of 
the  fides  of  roeks  and  mountaMb,  muft  not  be  deemed  a  pra^fce  peculiar 
to  the  Ihorea  of  Africa.  The  farme  fafhton  appears  to  have  prevtii«d» 
during  the  aioft  remote  era,  inHiodvftaTi.  Thefe  Troglodysie  habitadoat 
ftill  renoia  ia  both  countriea;  tad  Ettk  doubt  caa  be  encortaiaed  that  ihcf. 
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A  e^oiUf  proceeded  fimn  €bm  bduslay  •£  the  Mme  arcUtecta.  la 
prnoml  ages,  the  hiwUe  abodes  of  men,  provided  iha^  be  some* 
what  ernamfBled  and  enlarged,  feem  a  suitable  dwelibg  for  the  di« 
vMUtj.  Cavetiis»  accerdf^giy,  as  well  as  among  aiany  other  nations, 
apyear  evidentljr  to  have  constituted  the  iicst  temples  among  the  Cop- 
tic  aad  Hiadu  tribes.  The  ni^ro  features  of  the  oldest  idol  of  Egypt, 
the  Sphbx»  have  been  already  noticed;  the  images  which,  by  their  co* 
lossal  size  and  peculiar  workmanship^  excite  so  much  astonishment  in 
Che  caves  of  Salsette  and  Elephants,  discover  unequivocal  marks  of 
the  same  origin.  Men  form  representations  of  their  gods  in  resem- 
blance of  themselves  ;  and  when  the  frizzled  hair,  narrow  forehead, 
flat  nose,  and  thick  lips,  together  with  the  muscular  limbs  of  these 
figures  are  contemplated,  90  different  in  appearance  from  the  modern 
Bundu,  no  doubt  can  remain  that  the  original  types  were  cither  tn« 
digenous  or  foreign  negroes.  (Hunter  in  Arcbseologia,  Vol.  VIL 
Spl.)  The  images  dug  up  of  late  years  at  Gaya  on  the  Coroman* 
del  coast,  are  impressed  with  the  same  features,  and  evince  that  the 
negro  race  was  once  diffused  over  the  eastern  no  less  than  the  western 
shores  of  the  Peninsula*  Upon  these  images,  and  within  these  ex- 
cavations, have  been  found  various  inscriptions  engraved  in  charsctera 
at  first  difficult  to  dec3^her.  After  a  diligent  examinatiooi  Sir 
William  Jones  dispovered  them  to  be  composed  of  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Nagari  and  Ethiopic  letters,  another  proof  of  ancient  af- 
fini^  betwixt  the  African  and  Indian  Troglodytes.  (Works  ol  Sir 
William  Joaes,  vol.  i.  27.)  It  may  be  added  here  from  the  same  au« 
tkor«  that  the  statues  and  pictures  in  India,  representing  the  Vara- 
havatar  or  incarnation  of  Vishnu  in  form  of  a  boar,  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  Hermes  Canis  of  Egypt,  (ib.  30.)  It  was  the  o* 
pinion  of  the  ancients,  that  the  Flindus  differed  in  no  respect  from 
the  Ethiopians,  except  in  the  straightness  of  their  hair ;  and  that  this 
change  might  readily  be  effected  by  the  humid  atmosphere  of  India. 
Whatever  objection  the  modem  physiologist  might  start  against  this 
doctrine,  certain  it  is,  that  the  mountaineers  of  Bengal  and  Bahar, 
-even  at  the  present  day,  present  a  countenance  not  distinguished  by 
Its  contour  from  the  natives  of  tropical  Africa,  ( Works  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  vol.  i.  31.),  and  like  the  Shangalia  of  the  Derkin  and  Atabara 
mountains,  may  not  unreasonably  be  deemed  the  feeble  remains  of  the 
Troglodytic  race,  who  once  possessed,  as  an  inheritance  or  colony^ 
die  eastern  extremity  of  the  primordial  Chersonese.  "    p.  68—92. 

Voloey  found  the  features  of  tlie  celebrated  Spbinxy  one  of 
the  oldest  monuments  of  Egyptian  sculpture,  impressed  with  all 
the  usoal  traits  of  the  negro  countenance  y  and  tlierc  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  original  type  was  the  visage  of  the  anticnt  natives 
of  E^rpt.  Though  the  eagraving  of  the  Sphinx's  head  be  Eibio« 
pum  in  Denon's  travels^  it  is  not  so  in  Pococke ;  the  former 
probably  is  the  most  accurate,  and  therefore  most  to  be  depend- 
ed  upon.  In  Pococke's  plate,  the  nose  is  European,  and  the 
•tber  parts  of  the  head  and  face  are  negro :  we  are  inclined  t« 
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suspect^  the  ctrawing  was  made  from  an  old  Egyptian  head  in 
the  British  museum,  in  which  the  nose  is  evidently  modern. 
In  describing  the  esculent  roots  of  the  primeval  Chersonese,  Dr 
Millar  has  ntllen  into  an  error  with  regard  to  the  Linnasan  Ne- 
lumbo)  which  was  never  yet  seen  with  yell&tv  petals  anjrwherey 
but  in  Dr  Thornton's  plates.  The  disappearance  of  that  plants 
from  modern  Egypt,  favours  the  idea  that  it  was  carried  there 
from  India;  which  affords  an  additional  argument  to  our  author's 
hypothesis  of  the  derivation  of  the  mythology  and  customs  of 
these  countries.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  for  some  ingenious 
illustration  of  this  curious  subject,  to  the  article  Cyamiis  va 
Rees's  Cycfopcedia,  vol.  x. 

The  disquisition  on  the  heroic  and  priestly  medicine  of  Greece 
IS  very  good,  and  the  point  is  well  supported  and  established  ; 
but  we  do  not  think  tnis  circumstance  has  been  overlooked  by 
all  former  historians  of  medicine.  On  referring  to  one  of  the 
lately  published  historical  works,  we  find  the  same  idea  particu^ 
larly  expressed,  (tid.  Cabanis's  Revolotions  of  Medical  Science^ 
p.  37.  Translation.) 

Chapter  II.  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  this  part  <yf  the 
work,  treats  of  medicine  in  Egypt  and  the  Elast.  Some  rettiark* 
able  facts  are  selected  from  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  who  describes 
the  contents  of  the  sacred  medical  writings  among  the  Egyptians; 
and  that  curious  division  of  labour  is  noticed  from  the  works  of 
Herodotus.  The  art  of  healing  was  divided  into  as  many  differ- 
.ent  branches  as  there  were  diseases,  or  organs  of  the  body  affect- 
ed. Oculists,aurists,dentists,hepatists,stomachists,lithotomists^ 
corn-cutters,  &c.&c.  seem  to  have  flourished,  among  this  wonder* 
ful  people.  The  real  knowledge  of  the  £g}7)tians  in  medicine,  it  is 
Jiot  easy  to  appreciate:  we  believe  it  was  inconsiderable :  the  man*- 
ner  in  which  it  was  taught  and  practised  in  their  temples,  was  calca- 
lated  to  create  believers,  rather  than  enlightened  votaries  of  truth. 

A  history  of  the  medical  school  of  Alexandria  is  one  of  the 
desiderata  in  literature;  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  subject  to  Dr 
Millar  for  disnuisition,  in  another  volume  of  his  work.  The  union 
of  sagacity  and  research  of  medical  science  and  classical  attainment 
requisite  to  execute  it  well,  rarelv  occurs.  The  Serapaeum  of  A- 
lexandria,  which  we  consider  tne  important  school  of  medical 
studies,  was  a  college  founded  by  Ptolemy  Soter,  son  oFLagns,  or 
Ptolemy  the  first.  In  his  reign,  Herophilus  was  professor  of  ana* 
tomy  there.  The  public  criminals  were  consigned  to  him  for  dis* 
section,  the  soldiers  also  who  died  of  th^ir  wounds,  and  others. 
Tcrtullian  says  of  him  ;  *'  Hie  medicus  aut  lanins  qui  sexcentos 
homines  exsccuit,  ut  naturam  scrutaretur.  **  Serapion  was  one 
of  his  distinguished  successors,  and  Themison  another* 
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On  iht  N4»eanstMce  ^  Sugar  in  He  Blood  ofPerwni  Ubaming 
wider  Diabetes  Meliiius.  In  a  Letter  to  Dr  Marcet^  with  his 
Reply.    By  W.  H.  Woilaston,  M.  D.  Sec.  R.  S. 

(From  the  Philosophical  Traittactions,  1811.) 

T\r  Roixo  having  asserted  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patienta 
-'^  gives  DO  sign  of  putrefaction,  and  indicates  the  presence  of 
saccharine  matter  diffused  over  the  whole  animal  econotny,  ch^ 
mists  and  physiologists  have  submitted  this  specious  hypothesb 
to  experiment  i  but  they  have  not  corroborated  the  statement  ao 
confidently  made.  The  serum  of  persons  affected  with  diabetes 
mellitus  has  been  analyzed  very  frequently  at  Edinburgh  i  but  In 
no  instance  did  it  afford  the  least  indication  of  the  eoustence  of 
8ugar»  nor,  in  making  comparative  experiments  with  healthy 
blood,  have  we  been  able  to  detect  the  slightest  difference  in  ita 
chemical  comp€>sition.  Messrs  Nicolas  and  Gueudeville  deter* 
mined,  by  their  inquiries,  that  thebloodof  diabetic  patients  con- 
taina  no  saccharine  matters  but  they  found  the  nbrin  in  less 
quantity,  and  the  serum  more  abundant  than  in  the  blood  of 
persons  in  good  health*.  Dr  Wollaston  first  began  his  experi- 
ments soon  after  the  publication  of  Rollo's  treatise  (in  1798)^ 
cmd^  by  an  ingenious  series  of  syntbeticfd  investiflations,  he  has 
arrived  at  the  most  satisfactory  conclusion.  He  nrst  ascertained 
how  the  albuminous  part  of  healthy  serum  could  be  most  com- 
pletely copulated,  and  by  what  appearances  the  presence  of 
sugar  that  had  been  added  to  it  would  be  most  easily  disoerned. 
To  six  drams  of  serum  he  added  half  a  dram  of  muriatic  acid^ 
previouslv  diluted  with  one  dram  and  a  half  of  water,  and  im- 
mersed the  phial  containing  them  in  boiling  water  for  four  mi- 
nutes* In  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  a  dram  or  more  of  water 
exudes  from  the  serum  that  has  been  so  coagulated.  If  a  drcp 
of  this  water  be  evaporated,  the  salts  which  ii  contains  are  found 
to  crystallize,  so  that  the  form  of  the  crystals  may  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished :  they  are  principally  common  salt.  If  any  portion 
of  saccharine  matter  has  b^n  added  to  the  serum,  previous  to 
coagulation,  the  crystallization  of  the  salts  is  impedea  or  wholly 
prei^ented,  according  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  present*  On  ap- 
plying these  tests  to  diabetic  blood  and  serum,  no  traces  what- 
ever  of  su^ar  were  found.  In  order  to  account  for  the  presence 
of  sugar  in  the  urine,  Dr  Wollaslon  thinks  some  unknown 
channel  of  conveyance  exists,  by  which  substances  certainly 
known  to  be  in  the  stomach,  may  find  their  way  to  tlie  bladderj 
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without  being  mixed  with  the  general  mass  of  circulating  fluids* 
He  tried  a  solution  of  prussiat  of  potash,  which  he  found  might 
be  taken  without  the  least  inconv^ience :  the  urine  soon  be«- 
eune  impregnated  with  this  matter,  but  it  couid  MM;  be  deteoCed 
in  any  other  fluids  of  the  body.  Dr  Maroet  relates  aevaral  ex- 
periments upon  this  interesting  point.  Five  grains  of  prussiat 
of  potash  dissolved  in  water  were  given  to  a  young  woman  la- 
bouring under  diabetes  nellitus,  and  the  dose  was  nrequently  re- 
peated. After  the  fifth  dose,  her  urine,  by  the  addition  of  a 
'^t>p  or  two  of  a  solution  of  sulphat  of  iron  turned  bhie  instaflt^r* 
Serc»s  flqid  collected  from  a  blister  applied  to  the  same  padent^ 
did  not  sufier  any  dionge  of  colour  when  subjected  ta  the  sane 
test ;  and  the  serum  of  the  blood  taken  from  a  person  after  the 
exhibition  of  a  dram  of  the  prussiatof  potash,  ia  the  course  of 
twelve  hours,  gave  no  vestige  of  that  substaace,  although  (he 
vriae  struck  a  vivid  blue  on  adding  the  smallest  <)ttaBtity  of  sul- 
phat of  iron.  These  appearances  in  the  urine,  howevar^  ace 
fcund  to  vary  in  different  individuals;  and  the  presence  of  pnia- 
aic  add  cannot  always  be  detected  even  in  the  urine  of  aooie 
•persons  who  have  taken  auflicient  quantities  of  the  prussiat  of 
potash  to  produce  its  effects  in  others. 

The  existence  of  substances  in  the  urine  which  haive  never 
been  detected  in  the  blood  or  in  other  fluids  of  the  body^  ia  not 
«o  extraordinary  as  seems  to  be  unagined.  Uric  acid  and  uveB 
are  examples  oi  this  fact.  Nobody  thinks  of  having  reoonne 
to  the  imaginary  retrograde  motion  of  the  absorbents  to  account 
ibr  these  phenomena,  nor  to  a  iiia  imogniia  which  is  to  be  dia- 
eovered  by  experimental  inquiries.  The  question  is  curious  and 
important ;  and  we  unite  with  these  two  very  excellent  pbyaio- 
logisls,  in  hoping  that  it  will  soon  be  decided  by  i^ropriate  ex- 
periments. 


IV. 

Practical  Remarh  on  Insanity ;  to  whi<^  is  added^  a  dhmmentary 
on  the  Dissection  of  the  Brains  of  Maniacs ;  with  some  Account 
of  Diseases  incident  to  the  Insane.  By  Bryan  Ckowtheb, 
Member  of  the.  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and 
Surgeon  to  Bridewell  and  BeUikm  Hospitals.  6vo.  Lon- 
don,  1811. 

*<  "\Tt7^HAT  I  know  of  madnefs  (fayi  Mr  Crowther),  has  been  attained 
*  *    by  particular  attention  to  the  pi«aiceof  the  lateaad  prefentphy- 
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ficiani  b^  B^thlHfa  HdfpkHl ;  inll  thfe  Rttle,  iKili  vtry  Mttle^  lirhich  m^ 
modente  tbilitiM  bavfc  bkton  ible  Co  |;le«hi»  i^gttMi  prind|^allf  the  tiitti. 
f^ftsent  <sf  the  infiine.  Incked  I  difdafai  all  preteftibiit  u  a  tlworift  oi^ 
tbe  ffAjeft  of  infanityy  md  ftiil  moie  any  pivfiiinptiaB  in  diredmg  otlinrt 
in  tbe  treatment  of  its  nnfortbiiata  Tidiroi* "     p.  95. 

Wkj  thikii  w^  ai^  temptiM  lo  ask,  publish  a  bodk  containing 
one  bBDdred  and  thir^  pa^?  why  bring  again^  from  8tubble« 
fiekla  ao  often  gfeined  before*  a  few  almost  empty  ears  ?  That 
the  author  bb^rves  lo6id  diseases  with  the  prqfmred  eye  of  an 
intellqpent  sufgeon  $  that  he  knbws  how  to  avail  himself  of  bis 
expbriencfe  in  th«  applieatioii  of  remedies  1  and  that  his  totnmu- 
nicatioais  are  eonftequentlf  of  great  value  to  the  hteling  art,  will- 
readlhr  be  granted ;  yet  it  must  be  r^retted  that  he  would  risk 
his  celebri^  in  wiiting  upOn  that  difficult  subject  insanitg^  where 
so  many^  with  the  same  preienaiona,  have  &iled|  i&nd  where  be 
must  be  directly  bro«ght  in<  competitioil  with  almost  the  only* 
Elfish  bedi  woHh  reading  oii  idadnesa.  It  la  allowable^  like- 
wise, to  regret*  that  Mr  G^Dwtfaer  ahould  not  quote  Mr  Haslam's 
work  ivrith  becoming  attenciba,  when  we  find  him  recurring  to  it» 
Jbr  iiffbrmattcm^  and  for  what  he  calk*  "  bold  and  bare  asier^, 
tions:*^  which  he  comments  upon  very  freely.  The  oceuntnce  of, 
surgical  complaints  his  no  inAtiende  upon  disorders  6f  th^  mind ; 
madness  appears  to  bfe  neither  aggravated  nor  dimiinshed  by  any> 
sach  bodily  liSSscticm:  and  as  Mr  Crowther  confesses  that  he  ha» 
not  been  Vacated  in  tbe  practice  of  physic,  we  shall  sdect  those, 
practical  remarks  which  come  witbiii  his  own  line,  and  not  dwel^ 
upon  the  vwue  declarations  respecting  other  topics,  where  ha 
appears  to  oecide  without  accurate  exiimmation.  In  the  treat-f 
mcnt  of  mortifitBtimi  of  tbe  feet*  Mr  Crowther  diriects  flanneV 
dipped  in  spirits  of  wine,  t»  be  amdied  during  the  day,  apd  a 
cataptasm  of  linseed  and  gi'otods  of  stale  beer,  smearing  tbesurn 
face  with  lard,  to  be  employed  warm  as  a  night- dressmg.  He 
next  proceeds  to  detail  a  practice,  which  has  been  fdr  years  verv. 
f^nccessfnlly  employed  by  him  for  tlie  felief  of  mortification  of  the 
buttocks }  a  calamity  which  happens  fi^c<]|ttentiy  to  the  helpless* 
insane,  and  to  bed- ridden  patients*  This  ^^n^isls  in  applying  au 
embrocation  of  spirits  df  wiile^  lowered  lA'ith  wat^r^  accordiug 
to  the  degree  of  sensibility  of  tbel  part,  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
covered  with  the  following  dressing. 
1^  Ung.  basil,  nigri. 

Emplastr.  litharg.  cum  resins,  aa  |iv. 

BaJs.  terebinth.  Sij.     Miscc* 

This  application  should  be  spread  thick  on  linen  ;  and  it  will  btf 

ionnd  sui&ciently  adhesive  to  ^y  upon  the  part  without  the  aid 

of  hoindage.  .         .      .    .  /    i 

In  sphacelus  of  the  toes,  as  described  by  Pott,  Mr  Crowtlier 
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infonns  bis  readers,  that  he  has  not  experienced  the  good  eflect9 
w^i^  have. been. attributed. lo  optniB  in  thatpecsBliar  affeeti<m^- 
Of  sevoi  caaes  of  ithiadiaeaae^  attended  iritKacate  pain^  he  1mi»- 
not  sooceeded  in  a  single  instance,  aldio^gh  he  ga^a  dse^iaadi- 
cine  in  large  and  gradually  increased  doses.  >     < 

Thus  much  we  have  selected  with  approbation  %  htX  wa  find 
nothing  but  perpetual  repetitions  of  the  same  things,  about  defi- 
nHioD,  causes,  management,  and  medkines,  which  amtobe*nmt 
with  in  the  multitiide  of  vdomes  cm  madness.  And,^  atrange'lM^ 
reUte,  the  name  of  Mr  Hadara's  bonk  is  not  onee  mentianea, «!«' 
though  Mr  Crowther  declares,  that  bis  principal  iriesr,  hi  noder^* 
taking  the  task  of  writings  was  to  codeet  and  oooeentMlie  llie 
practical  ideas- of  others,  and  has  adopted  the  very  order  and  wh^ 
rangement  of  his  contemporary.  '  Bboks  of  table-talk  have  ehro* 
nicled  the  animosity  of  contenidiag  beauties,  the  jealon^  ofl  po^ 
ets,  and  the  rancour  of  painters ;  bnt  these  are  tender  passions' 
in  comparison  of  the  hatred  which  inflames*  and  iveeaes  the  sona 
of  Escula^mis.  We  have  seen  more  than  onee,  as  acastain  wo^p 
expressed  it,  physic  on  the  point  of  calling  suijf^ery  Do  its  aid  ^ 
and  now,  alas  \  the  lancet  is  pcmtedly  raised  agaiMt  tbe-galllpot 
of  BetMem  Hospital 

Mr  Crowther  seems  disposed  to  undervalue  aU  hrs  pradecea- 
sors'  observations }  and  he  speaks  siiahtin^y  of  the  appeanuioM^ 
of  the  brain,  and  its  membranes,  whidi  dissection  hasdiseovei^ 
ed.  It  was  impossible  to  deny  die  eocistence  of  suah  appear^ 
anoes,  because  Mr  Haslam  has  minutdy  described  thean^in  thiv^ 
ty«  seven  cases ;  and  it  is  wholly  a  separate  qm6th»i  to 'determine 
how  far  that  alteration  of  structure  is  connected  widi  the  tymp*- 
toms  of  madness*  The  disorganiziiUon  of  the  brain,,  in  mad« 
ness,  cannot  be  controverted  by  tlie  ignorance  of  an  anatonii-^ 
cal  teaoher  in  pointing  it  out ;  and  the  instance  relaied-  by  Mr- 
Crowther  of  the  occurrence  of  a  lucid  interval,  whenethohraStr 
exhibited  all  the  varieties  of  altered  structure,  is  noproef  of  m*-  - 
sanity  being  independent  of  those  appearances.  Such^occurren* 
ces  are  frequent  in  pathology.  A  stone  in  the  bladder,  ofn  canri* 
ous  tooth,  does  not  always  give  pain ;  nor  does  a  diseased  heart 
always  beat  irr^ularly.  Two  casea  of  madness  succeeding  in-^ 
juries  on  the  head  in  patients  who  had  never  been  previously  (le« . 
ranged,  nor  afflicted  with  any  hereditary  disposition  to  it,  which 
our.aothor  allows  to  be  cases  of  true  mania,  and  cared  by  vene^ 
section,  are  in  direct  contradiction  to.  the  doatrine  .which  be- 
holds, viz.  *^  that  insanity  is  a  disea^  of  the  mind,  not  of  the 
body.*'—'  .    .; 

On  the  effects  of  pofgatives  and  vomits,  as  remedies  for  insa-» 
nity,  Mr  Crowther's  remarks  are  at  variance  with  Mr  Haiiian^si  j^ 
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Md  iMlhvs  mgadf  cipf ofcwi  hiin«lft  ^  From  myeim  pefw 
MBd  kmmkdge^  I  ttite  tlMtt  ironiili  htfo  ditir  Me ;  for  tbe 
9eromaUof  SeMem  kam  f^pmUmlfy  iM  me  of  the  qaantity  of 
phlegm,  with  other  aSumte  msttert,  wbioh  hate  beeo  eracuat* 
ed  by  tkem^  io  a  dmme  timt  ffeaUNrexeilsd  their  astonisbment.  '^ 
p.lM. 

Smlf  tome  more  eattsbotoryendeMe  of  the  adraatage  of 
▼omiii^g^  "oughtte  hate  been  adduoed  than  thepM^diced  rnxNri 
of  jfnwle.  In  otder  to  aseerlaiii  the  atiity  of  emetics,  which 
Mr  Haibm  eaadidljr  admomledgee  he  cannoe  speak  faTDurably 
o^  h  rnaat  be  proeed,  that  madnew  has  been  removed  by  them» 
not  OM*^  that  m  hrm  t^aantity  of  phWm  has  been  evacuated. 
QatheeActefealdEalhuie,  a  serious  charM  is  brought  against 
Mr  Httlam :  notUag  less  flian  a  denial  of  meocoorrsnoe  which 
he  rdatea  of  paralysis  after  nstng  the  cold  bath  in  Bethiem  Hos« 
pitaL  We  helhirt  Mr  Hashun's  cantion  is  judicious;  and  there 
is  eferyt.rteson  to  thiak  that  fc  is  fbanded  on  experience;  for 
nothiog-b  more  likely  to  happen  dian  psJsy  from  an  imprudent 
use  of  tbecald  bath,  and'it  is  now  nunely  employed  in  lunatic 
hospitals. 

Wia  ceaaot  dose  our  remarks  upon  the  contents  of  this  ^olume^ 
Without  vepnobalsn£  the  careless  manner  shown  in  many  of  its 
partoy.  and  especialfy  the  jealous  spirit  of  the  author.  It  always 
givea4m:phtesttre  to  find-men  labouring  in  the  cause  of  medical 
sciaBhsef  whose  situalioo  aflbrds  Uiem  opportunities  to  ply  the 
hoiKMifmUe  task  of  adding  to  die  common  stock  of  knowledge  ; 
bttty  inthta  instance,  we  regret  that  the  surgeon  to  the  Bridewell 
and  Bethiem  Hospiiab,  has  not  contented  mmselfwith  attending 
to  tlie  koal  diseases  of  the  insane,  and  lefk  the  inquiries  con» 
ne^ied  5#ith  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the  mental  disorders^ 
to  beinvastagatBd  by  the  qualified  medical  practitioners,  with 
caa4onr  and  aMxlenitk>n« 


V. 

An  AcemirU  (^the  SoDages  committed  in  Cejfton  &y  SmaU-Pox^  prt^ 
vicusly  tQ  the.  inttoduciion  of  VQcclnaJtum^  with  a  statement  tfthe 
eircumaiances  attertding  the  introduction^  prt^esSf  and  success  of 
Vtjtccine  Inoculation  in  that  idand.  By  TitOBffAB  CHftistiE, 
M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  Colle^  of  Physiciansj  liondon, 

&C..&C.'  ;^  .  - 

A  LTuouoH,  as  medical  intelligence,  we  hair6  reprinted  several 
^^  of  the  last  ofBcial  r,?po](tf  o '  the  progre^  of  vaccination  iu 
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Cfflon,  we  are  glad  to  s^di^tri  erileeted  in  tbiir  prcKBl fbtai. 
'We  have  always  beM«  that  the  <}iie9tlott  of  rm0tkmtinn  ocmld 
only  be  fUrly  determinect  by  die  fmerai  resuk  of  etpeiioMMs  on 
a  very  grent  sc^Ie.  ^  The  sucoessfol  vaocinatian  of  a  Hunted  niiin<» 
ber  is  not  sdBdenify  decisive ;  and  individual  oaBet  cf  faihve 
may  be  readily  exap:gerated,  imagined,  or  fabricated,  wbik,  on 
fhe  othel*  band,  they  may  be  esrpninedi  awi^,  overlookedt  «r  de- 
nied. Bnt  it<9  effects  upon  a  irhde  popnhtknE,  can  neitfcefr  be 
misnnd^stood'  net  misf  epreaented.  Of  aueh  a  grand  ciqieri^ 
ment,  the  pamphlet  before  ns  oontaina  an  authentic  aocdunt; 
and  it  h  the  more  decisive  in  favour  of  vaoeination,  as  it  proved 
eminentfy  successful  in  a  country  whens  the  ravagca  of  smib-pox 
ivere  di*eadftil,  and  immediately  after  n  p&w^M  attempt  to  nli* 
tigate  them,  by  the  introduction  of  variohition,  hand  compleleiy 
fidled.  Contrast  with  the  last  report  of  the  effiota  of  vaeaiiintion 
!ti  that  island,  printed  iif  tfaeSMth  page  of  the  seventh*  volnme  of 
this  Journal,  the  following  statement  of  tke  elSkcta  of  smail-'pox 
inoculation. 

"  On  reviewing  the  reports  made  to  (he  cotamhtee  of  ^aperintend- 
ance,  it  appears,  that  from  the  1st  of  October  1800,  to  the  90th  Sep- 
tember 1S02,  the  number  of  patients  with  natural  snfall-pox,  treated 
by  the  medical  overseers  in  the  different  hospitals  and  villages  in  Cey- 
Fdn,  was  21  TO,  of  which  number  4-73  died,  beiifig  nearly  one-fbarth  <^ 
the  wh6le ;  and  the  number  of  inoculated  patienu  amounted  to  41 5^, 
df  which  nutnber  108  cBed,  being  nearly  1  in  S8« 

**  This  considerable  mortality  occurred  under  the  nest  fofoorable 
circumstances  ef  treatmenti  and  it  is  eoneeivad,  froat  mgr  own  observa- 
tions, and  these  of  the. different  peracuia  with  whom  I  have  oeover^ed 
on  the  subject,  that  the  mortality  from  naturial  small-pox  aaoongst  \lie 
inhabitants  of  CeyliMi,  when'  left  to  themselves,  was  much  greater.  '* 


vr. 

Observations  on  the  Hydrargyria^  or  that  Vesicular  Disease  arts- 

i  i^^SJ'f'om  the ixhibitim  of  Mercwy.    By  Geokge  Allet,  M.  t). 

M.  R.  I.  A,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  E- 

dinburgh.     4to.   pp.  lOS.  '  l^ondon,    1810.     Longman  and 

Co. 

"\Tt7E  have  to  apologize  to  our  readers,  for  suffering  a  work  of 
^^    so  mooh  accuracy  and.  learning,  as  the  essay  befoie  us,  to^ 


fpiss io lite «BiM)ti«04^  Shm:^  thiptrkKi  ofitv  piridicatioB^  tb^ 
Milhor  hii»  MM  fivtktr  ftgciUHed  in  iitv^^gatiiig  the  operatioo 
of  merottry  ia  vhfuim  dwMyicit  and  bm  alr««il y  aAoouuoed  the 
IHiUicatMii  €t£  s  vokime  on  tbe  subject.  We  iK)pe,  therefore^ 
(D  be  ahle  lo  moke  (he  aii»«fi^  honurabk^  by  a  more  «arly  notice 
of  his  forthcoBiiog  tneotbe. 

Tike  diMMee*  lo  whieb  Dr  Alley  bM  AMigned  tbe  appellatioa 
of  ^g^drafgyrMf  ba»  boM  for  many  years  iiolicttd  by  several  £utb« 
fsl  observers*     Mr  Jobn  Peorsoo*  in  LoodoDt  has  been  in  tbe 
prseiiee  of  dfaeribtng  its  symptoms  from  die  year  47^3*  in  bis 
Leetures^on  Siuigery*  *    It  was  kaoarn  a  eonsiderable  time  ago  to 
ihe  pbyneians  of  tbe  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edioburghv  where  we 
reeoilec^to  hate  seaa  an  iastance  of  ii  in  tbe  year  179b.     But 
«itk  ibe  exception  of  a  brief  notice  of  the  complaint  in  Mr 
Benjamin  BeU's  **  Treatise  on  Gonorrboss,  "  &c.  f  no  dit^tinct 
scoount  of  k  was  publisbed  from  the  press*  until  Dr  Alley  pro- 
<tQcad  a  sasaU  tracts  expressly  upon  this  topic,  in  the  year  i  HOi*, 
^  denominating  it  the  *^  MercuritU  Diiease^  **     This  tract  was 
<oon  Allowed  by  other  publications  upon  the  same  subject ;  e- 
^ially  by  an  essay  of  his  countryman  Dr  Moriarty,  who  call- 
fd  it  the  «(  Merewial  L£pra :  '*  and  the  first  paper  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  Journal,  exhibited  a  detail  of  toree  cases  of  the 
diiesae,  given  by  Dr  Spens,  under  tbe  title  of  '^  Erythema  Mer-^ 
cwriah.  "    This  term  was  adopted  by  Dr  M^MuUio,  in  bis  inau- 
gural dissertati<mt  tbe  substance  of  which  was  given  in  the 
I'oarth  Number  of  our  Journal  (for  January  I80€u)    And  last- 
iyi  s  Teiiy  aoomrale  description  of  the  disease  was  given  by  Mr 
IWien,  in  tbe  second  edition  of  the  judicious  work  just  quot^- 
«i,  iiader  the  appeHation  of  *<  Eczema  Meraaricde.  "    Such  is 
^  literary  history  of  tliis  diseasoi  which  our  author  has*  point- 
ed out  in  his  pretece. 

bi  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  disease,  Dr  Alley  ob- 
s^^ei,  that  <*  to  such  a  (vesicular  and  acute)  complaint,  the 
term  *  erythema  '  or  *  lepra  '  must  be  wholly  inapplicable ;  the 
former  being  never  a  vesicular  disease,  while  the  latter  is  always 
a  chroaic  anecdon.  "  (Pref.  xi.)  This  is  the  truth,  but  not  the 
^ble truth;  for  neither  is  lq>ra  ever  vesicular,  but,  on  the 
coBirary^  oonsists  oi*  orbicular,  dry,  scaly  patches  from  the 
^ginning.  His  objections  to  the  term  "  eczema,  "  used  by  Mr 
l^iarsoD,  and  to  be  used  by  Dr  Willan,  do  not  appear  to  us  to 


^  Ob».  on  the  effects  of  vftrious  articles  of  the  Mat  Med  in  the  cure  ofLu^ 
Hncm,  2d  Edit.  p.  167. 
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he  very  Strang:  diey  are  Ibmded  iqpon  die  unMfteinljr  of  the 
exact  sense  in  which  that  word  was  ori^Baly  etofiejA,  ,  But 
upon  the  same  grounds  we  mifriit  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
terms  lepra,  psora,  psoriasis^  iiehen,  and  many  odien,  wUeh 
have  been.applied  by  diflbrent  writers  among  the  ancients  to  di& 
ferent  forms  of  disease,  with  some  want  of  discrimination.    U^ 
in  adopting  any  of  these,  as  generic  terms,  we  approsunate  to  the 
general  acceptation  in  which  they  were  anciently  employed,  and 
at  die  same  time  define  the  exact  sense  in  which  we  appropriate 
them,  no  confiision  can  arise ;  but,  on  the  oontrary,  the  «dop* 
tion  of  them  will  rather  assist  the  comprehension  of  the  readert 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  diseases  intended  to  be  designate 
ed  by  them.    Now,  almoogh  the  terms  Sifm  and  ■>{<VMt,  as  wd 
as  the  corresponding  Latin  terms  *'  sudawdma  "  and  **  ptgMdds 
sudariSt  "  hare  doubtless  been  applied  to  the  mitimv  veuda 
oonnecled  with  sweating  in  fisvers,  and  to  other  eraptiona  of  a 
similar  kind,  originating  from  the  irritation  of  the  neat  of  the 
sun,  acrid  applications,  and  other  causes,  as  weD  as  somedmes 
perhaps  to  mere  papular  orupticms ;  yet  it  seems  obrious,  that 
an  extensive  efflorescence  or  ebullition,  as  it  were,  of  indnnnsa- 
tory  points,  set  diick  over  the  body,  has  been  generally  under- 
stood by  these  terms,  both  among  the  ancient  and  modem  writ- 
ers in  those  two  languages :  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  word 
miiaria  has  be«i  appropriated  to  the  sudamtna,  arising  in  the 
sweating  stage  of  fevers,  and,  on  the  other,  the  piqmlotts  erup- 
tions have  been  designated  by  the  term  Ueken  in  Dr  WiOan's 
arrangement ;  so^  the  appropriation  of  the  term  eaoema  *  to  the 
profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles,  originating  from  irritants, 
imd  not  the  result  of  previous  fever,  according  to  Dr  WiUan's 
method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  advantageous.     It  is  con* 
veniait,  because  it  expresses  to  the  learned,  something  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  eruption ;  and  it  is  advantageous,  in  a  qrstematic 
view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of  the  saae  sort 
of  erupdon,  resulting  from  difEsrent  exciting  causes. 

Dr  Alle^  divides  the  disease  in  question  into  three  species,  or 
rather  varieties,  according  to  the  degree  of  mildness  or  aeveriiy 
of  the  symptoms,  denominating  them  hydrargvria  mitis^  H.  sm- 
pUxfeOrilis,  and  H.  maligna^  respectively.    The  first  spectea,  he 


•  The  term  is  from  fx^*w,  rfferveteo.  Aethis  thui  describes  the  eniptimi :  •*  R«t 
In  toto  corpora  puAiiIa,  dolomn  dcntcs,  chtm  Mniei  ooUecCioiMm.  Eas  ecaemta, 
ftbelmOiente  fcryore,  Gneci  vulgo  appellanL  "  TeCfab.  IV.  Scnn.  I.  Cmp^  15*5. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  modern  acceptation,  we  may  sute  the  following  definition  fn  o 
Ssuvages.  *•  ExantbemaU  ilia  donum,  pectus,  brachia,  crura  siepius  alRciuDt, 
jinmerpfiiaoaie  coiuita,  rubta,  pungetyba,  acnter  doleatUL  "     lijknol.  M«i1l 
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ays,  ^*iutt,  ataftrattiewy  iiotliii%toeharacterisekfiir(l]er*diaii' 
fhe  li^kt  rose^eokwred  efflomscence  already  mentioiied.  An 
ittenCive  observer,  howerer,  hf  tiiridtn^  the  affected  parts  be* 
(ween  him  and  the  li^t,  and  keeping  om  eye  on  a  level  with 
them/ OM J  perceive  weflurfiiGe  to  be  studded  over  with  innufoer- 
able,  minate,  and  transparent  vesicles :  bat  to  the  naked  eye  the 
Tesicohr  appearance  is  sometimes  with  diiSouky  perceptible. 
Asthe'ewycioH  strikes  out,  the  surface  is  affected  with  a  prick* 
fing  beat  and  itching  ^  and  in  some  cases,  for  a  few  hours,  there 
M  Might  headaoh  and  nausea. "  It  generally  appenrs  first  about 
the  Qflper  and  inaer  parts  of  the  thighs,  the  scrotum,  groins^ 
^d  \omfsr  part  of  the  bdly :  sometimes  it  extends  no  Farther : 
but  St  olherB  it  spreads  over  the  whole  body,  the  vesicles  being 
tD  close  and  numerous,  as  to  present  one  uniform  suffusion, 
Tbe  red  colour  recedes  on  the  application  of  pressure,  and  re- 
turns when  that  is  removed.  Dr  Alley  observes,  in  a  note,  that 
^*  tbe  ooknir  of  the  skin  baa,  in  some  cases,  been  so  iiiitle  chang- 
ed, that  no  eruption  seemed  to  precede  desquamation.  In  su^ 
cssies,  however, "  he  adds,  ^*  thore  was  much  itching  of  the  skiHf 
snd  the  sinrface  was  rough  before  the  cuticle  bad  bc^n  to  esc- 
fciiate. "  (p.  €4*)  But  we  have  little  doubt  that,  had  the  cuticle 
been  esEtmined  through  a  convex  lens,  this  roughness  woukl 
hsve  been  found  to  consist  oi  vesicles.  This  species,  the  au- 
<lK)r  states,  soon  degenerates  into  the  second,  and  even  into  the 
third,  if  the  use  of  mercury  be  incautiously  continued  after  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  This,  however,  is  not  always  the 
case,  according  to  the  observation  of  Mr  Pearson. 

Theaeoond  variety  ^*  is  preceded  by  languor,  restlessnesss  and 
ngors ;  ia  accompanied  with  much  heat  and  itching  of  the  ^in, 
aod  is  oousideraUy  more  rough  to  the  toudi  than  tbe  efflores- 
cence in  the  former  species. ''  (p.  26.)  Before  the  spots  aj^e 
crowded  together,  tbeerupti€in  somewhat  resembles  the  meanle^^ 
but  die^  a]%  laatcetj  Dr  AUey  sajs,  and  do  not  afterwards  appear 
in  the  anoiflar  torm  pointed  out  by  Dr  WUlan.  as  one  of  tb^ 
characteristics  of  rubeola.  By  the  aid  of  a  tnagnifier,  we  believe, 
the  vesicular  appearance  may  be  always  detiicted,  even  in  the 
early  stages.  Mr  Pearson  justty  remarks,  that  ^'  tbe  vesicles, 
wbteb  contain  a  pellucid  doid,  are,  at  tlieir  first  appearance,  so 
small,  that  they  cannot  be  easily  distinguished  from  papulae  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  convex  glass ;  they  are  then  seen  to  be  distipct, 
^sch  vesicle  being  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  redness ;  and,  if 
thej^  are  \iot  ruptured  at  an  early  period,  they  acquire  tbe  size 
of  a  large  pin's  head,  at  which  time  their  contents  are  opagne 
^d  punform."  (loc  cit.)  There  are,  in  this  second  specxcs, 
^jmptoms .of  fever;  such  as  headach,  nauseai  whiteness  of  th^ 
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ipngUQ,  tliii'st,'  heat  of  skin,  and  accelerated  pube,  together  ^ib 
an  oppression  about  the  pitecordia.  Dc^uamation  pommonly 
be^gins  about  the  fourth  d9y»  but  ^ocqetimes  lateri  leaving  the 
j^in  underneath  red,  and  disposed  to  throw  oiT  successive  cropa, 
which  diminish  in  severity  until  the  cuticle  remains  whole. 

The  third  variety,  Hydrargyria  mfllignay  begins  like  the  pveped- 
in^,  but  its  distressing  termination  may  be  aati(upated  from  the 
following  symptoms:  "  1.  The  sen§c  of  burni^  on  the  sur- 
face is  experienced  to  a  very  painful  df^rec;.  2.  TfiQ  actual  heat 
of  the  skin  becomes  intense.  9.  The  sorepes9  of  tl^e  throat  apd 
f;piuces  is  extreme.  4.  The  colour  oS  the  eruptipp  is  darker,  ris.. 
ing  sometimes  even  to  purple ;  and  th^re  is  considerable  tume- 
faction of  the  surface.  5.  Vesicles  qf  a  larger  si^e  thap  in  tbe 
fprmer  species  precede  desquamation. "  (p.  ^9.)  The  vesidca 
are  so  numerous,  that  the  whole  of  the  cuticle  desquamates  from 
thie  surface  of  the  body  ;  and,  where  tlie  larger  ones  i^re  r^iptur- 
ed,  they  ppur  out  a  very  acrimonious  discharge.  A^  thedi«ease 
advances,  the  exudation  from  the  surface  becomes  more  acrid 
^nd  viscid,  and  acquires  a  most  oflens^ve  odpur. 

<*  During  the  entire  courfe  of  th^  difeaf^,  there  is  a  very  great  anxiety. 
and  deprcHion  of  fpirits.  Sleep  is  almoft  wholly  ban^fhed  ;  ^nd  opiates 
procure,  at  befl,  but  very  (hort  i^iterval^  of  repofe.  The  mifery  of  the 
patient,  under  thefe  circumftances,  can  fcarcely  b^  conceived.  To  hia 
nicntal  fufFeriDgs,  which  form  no  inconfij^rable  Ihare  of  his  agony,  is  fu- 
peradded  the  moft  exquifite  bodily  torture  :  for  the  furface  is  either  left 
raw  and  unprotedted,  or  the  cuticle,  hardened  by  t!ie  exudation  which 
ferves  to  give  it  partial  adheHons,  aggravates  his  torments.  The  pain 
yhich  motion  produces  was  aptly  exprefled  by  a  patient  of  Dr  Spens : 
«*  he  felt,  '*  he  faid,  "  as  if  his  flefh  was  cracking  in  pieces.  "  (p.  36.) 

In  truth,  no  object  can  be  more  distressing  to  look  upon,  than 
a  patient  in  this  condition,  when,  from  the  rawness  and  tender • 
ness  of  the  whole  surface,  every  point  of  contact  with  the  bed 
on  which  he  lies  irritates  like  the  pricking  of  needles.  The  des- 
quamation does  not  take  place  so  early,  in  this  malignant  variety, 
as  in  the  former,  not  commencing  in  some  cases  until  eight  or 
ten  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption. 

Di:  Alley  gives  the  fiillowing  table  of  the  results  of  all  the 
cases  that  he  bad  witnessed  durm^;  the  last  ten  years. 


Hyd.  mitis. 

II.  siDiplex  febrilis. 

H.  maligna. 

Total 

Cured. 

Died. 

Male- 

6 

vz 
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28 
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6 

Female 
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4 

7 

4. 

15 

J3 
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8 

JO 
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14 

4S 
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The  «9ettiog  09U$e  U  clearly  the  irritation  of  mercury,  and 
that,  in  Mr  Peacson's  opinioo,  iiiilepenUeni  of  the  action  of  coldt 
<ir  of  ihe  quaqlity  qi  mercury  employed.  A  peculiar  idiosyn* 
craajFf  ibat  ia  to  aay,  some  uilkiuiwn  state  of  coostitution  ot  tbo 
persona  thus  aff^ted,  is  tbe  only  explanation  which  is  attempted 
IQ  be  oiered  for  \i&  oocurrence. 

Dr  Alley  has  taken  considerable  pains  in  oollectin^  and  de^ 
tailing  analogiies;  in  the  c^^cu  often  produced  upon  the  nkin  bj 
the  influence  of  other  irritants,  besides  mercury^  whether  ex^ 
temally  applied,  or  taken  into  tbe  stomach,  such  as  alinonds^ 
inuahroQins,  herrings,  crab- fish,  muscles,  and  lobsters  ;  tbe  juice 
of  the  bitter  cassada,  several  fruits,  and  vegetable  ^nbbtances, 
&Ci  when  swaUowo<l ;  and  contl^aridcb,  c^niphor,  the  Indian 
varnish,  the  oil  of  the  cashew  nut.  See.  from  contact  with  the 
&k4Q«  Few  of  these,  however,  are  probably  vesicular.  We 
lia¥e.fii^ea  th^  disti^^pt  wht^  of  ui  ticari^  fojlowiug  the  u«ie  of 
inuseiea ;  and  erythematous  qr  papulatod  ^ruptigus  occasioned 
by  other  irritants  to  the  stomach. 

In  the  treain^eat  of  H.  mitis,  the  author  states,  that  '*  little 
nio06.is.rai)Hisite  than  to  diacontinue  the  use  of  all  mercurial 
preparations,  to  remove  the  patient  from  the  apartment  in  whicii 
they  have  been  exhibited,  and  to  advise  tepid  ablution  of  the  bo* 
dy,  and  some  gentle  purgative  medicine.  "  (|V*^B.}  In  the  sim* 
pie  febrile,  and  malignant  species,  tbe  same  plan  ol  treatment  is, 
uurinor  the  eruptive  stage,  always' applicable.  Dr  Alloy  agreef 
vii\\\  Mr  Pearson  in  h'ts  observation,  when  he  says,  **  aithongb 
the  troublesome  symptoms  which  arise,  may  be  relieved  by  tbieir 
proper  remedies,  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  plan  ot  treotuient 
has  the  power  of  interrupting  its  regular  course,  or  abridging  it# 
duration."  ^Loc.  cif.  p.  177.)  Dr  Alley  s(ron|i;ly  suggests  the 
probable  utility  oi'  the  cold  afibsion,  during  th^  primary  or  emp* 
;ive  fever,  in  order  to  reduce  the  excessive  morbid  heat ;  wfaicht 
tboujzh  itself  a  cojos^quence  of  the  fever,  becomes  in  its  turn  a 
cau^e  of  mLu:h  irritation,  ihna  source  ol*  fresh  excitom^t  and  of 
new  disease;  leading  to  debj^liiy,  gaiv^^rene,  and  putitid  re^b* 
Mirplion,  which  are  ioJiowcd  by  durrhce^  deiectio^  of  the  men* 
to!  tacuities,  and  death.  Vet  it  is  siugu^ar^  that  he  is  either  i| 
scep^c  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  his  own  sugges^ons^  or,  thai 
they  only  occurred  to  him  while  writing  his  tniok ;  tor  he  leavea 
the  re^^y  to  be  tncd  by  o^hcr  practitioners,  nut  having  suffered 
one  of  his  iorty  thr^  patients  to  have  tbe  bculii  of  it.  Oi  U-* 
piU  ba^tifigf  however,  he  ius  made  some  tri;d,  and  found  it  bene* 
ficial  in  the  eruptive  stage.  J^iagatives  are  di  erned  by  Dr  Alley 
the  most  effectual  remedies,  in  lonjuuction  \^iih  immersion,  lor 
abating  the  excessive  heat,  which  is  tlie  bUnt  precursor  of  an 
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agf^vated  disorder.  The  acids^  he  obserres,  however  serviceable 
as  antiseptics,  and  in  relieving  thirst,  are  seldom  admissible  in 
the  secondary  fever,  unless  combined  with  opium,  as  diarrhoea  is 
'tommonly  present.  In  the  desc^uamatory  stage,  t^ium  is  neoes* 
sary  to  relieve  the  incessant  imtatiun,  but  of  course  it  is  to  be 
sparindy,  or  not  at  all  employed  in  the  eruptive  fever.  The 
bark  of  cinchona  aggravates  the  pectoral  symptoms,  Dr  Afley 
states ;  and  therefore  we  are  deterred  from  its  exhibittofi,  al- 
though it  might  be  deemed  appropriate  during  the  purulent  des- 
quamation ;  and  he  considers  mm  not  only  as  an  exoeJifflfit  ^i^ 
stitute,  but  as  constituting,  toother  with  a  constant  M^ply  of 
light  nourishing  diet,  our  chiel  depoidenoe. 

**  As  to  the  moft  proper  external  applications  in  the  defquamatorr 
Jlage,  praditionere  hsTe  varied  in  their  opinions.  Cleanlinefs  ft  with 
Itoe  the  only  objeft ;  but  others  hare,  with  much  jnftice,  extended  their 
Tiews  to  the  preventk>o  of  reabforption  from  the  fuHFace,  and  to  the  geoe- 
ratioo  of  a  new  cuticle.  In  addition  to  freqent  warm  hatbingf  or  gentle 
tepid  ablution,  the  application  of  abforbeat  powders  will  be  fooad  oleful; 
mild  finely  levigated  carbon,  zioc,  imp.  pp.  snd  meal,  feparate  or  ia  a 
combined  form,  may  be  emfloyed  with  good  eied  iw  this  pai]poie»  ** 
p.7o* 

The  author  deprecates  the  use  of  saturnine  appKcations  to  so 
large  an  exposed  sur&ce. 

We  have  thus  given  a^  meagre  sketch  of  the  contents  of  this 
monograph.  Dr  Alley  has  detailed,  with  minuteness,  every 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  and  evinced  a  considerabte 
share  of  reading  upon  coitateral  topics.  But  on  tl)e  whoie^  th» 
dilatation  has  the  effect  of  weakening  the  impression  of  the 
picture,  and  of  rendering  it  less  clear,  than  the  terse  and  com- 
prehensive view  given  by  Mr  Pearson.  Dr  Alley  has  added 
three  plates,  illustrative  of  the  three  forms  of  the  complaint ; 
and  he  considers  them  as  good  representations  of  the  appear- 
ances. They  may,  perhaps,  serve  to  recal  the  recollections  of 
those  who  have  already  seen  the  eruption  \  but  we  are  sure  that 
they  are  very  far  from  afibrding  a  correct  notion  of  it.  Nothing 
like  vesicle,  even  in  the  most  imperfect  degree,  is  represented, 
nor  perhaps  could  be  depicted  on  so  small  a  scale.  The  erup- 
tion seems  to  consist  of  mere  brown  tnactdit,  not  unlike  pityriasis 
or  some  of  the  varieties  of  roseola. 

We  cannot  terminate  this  article  without  expressing  our  re- 
gret that  Dr  Alley  is  no  more,  and  that  our  hope  of  having 
him  soon  again  before  our  tribunal  is  at  an  end.  He  died  of 
tophus  fever  at  Fermoy. 
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Praeiieal  Observations  in  Surgery ^  illustrated  hf  Cases:  seconded* 
iioUf  corrected  and  enlarged:  uoiih  additional  plates.  By  Wn^ 
LiAM  Het,  F.  R.  S.  &c  &C.     Cadell  and  Daviea,  1810. 

THSBS  are  few  modern  8ar^;eon8  whose  writingB  ha^  met  with 
more  general  confiideraUon  from  their  contemporaries,  than 
those  of  Mr  Hey  s  and  we  are  ghd  that  the  publication  of  a  new 
edition  of  his  work  allows  us  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  to  be 
the  chief  merits  and  defects  of  bis  writings. 

The  first  edition  of  the  volume  before  us  contained  twenty-one 
chapters*— ^1*  On  fractures  of  the  skulL — 2.  On  the  cataract.««- 
S.  Of  the  strangulated  hernia. — 4.  Of  the  fungus  hsematodes.— 
5.  Of  dislocatioiis.— 6.  On  internal  derangement  of  the  knee- 
joiot.— 7.  Of  Joose  cartilaginous  substances  m  the  joints. — 8.  On 
wounds  of  the  joints.^-9.  Compound  luxation  of  the  ankle-joint. 
— 10.  On  retention  of  urine. — 1 1.  On  the  cure  of  the  proceden- 
tia  am  in  adults. — IS.  Of  the  cancer  of  the  penis.— IS.  Convul- 
sions after  strangulation. — 14.  Of  a  tumour  of  the  necL — 10. 
Of  the  empyema.-*- 16.  Of  an  enlargement  of  the  mammse. — i7. 
Of  collections  of  pus  in  the  vagina. — 18.  Of  alvine  concretions. 
— 19.  On  Uie  atheroma. — 20.  Of  deep-seated  abscesses  in  the 
maouiue. — ^21.  On  amputation.  In  the  present  edition  are  added 
five  chapters;  on  caries  of  the  tibia;  on  a  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery;  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord;  on  a  case 
of  htbotomy  in  the  female; .  and  on  a  case  of  tumour  on  the  nose. 
We  shall  consider  each  of  these  chapters  separately. 

In  the  first  chapter,  which  treats  of  fi-actures  of  the  skuD,  Mr 
Hey  enters  into  a  lonff  argument,  to  dissuade  sureeons  from  fol- 
lowing the  advice  of  Mr  rott,  who  recommended  an  excision  of 
a  circular  portion  of  the  scalp,  in  all  cases  where  the  application 
of  the  trephine  became  necessary.  Such  a  practice,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believei  is  now  seldom,  if  ever,  followed ;  and  it  requires 
little  argument  to  convince  the  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  that, 
in  all  cases,  every  portion  of  torn  scalp  shouM  be  replaced  and 
scrupulously  preserved.  It  is  of  equal,  or  of  even  more  import- 
ance to  save  bone ;  and  Mr  Hey  makes  some  very  judicious  re- 
marks on  this  subject. 

«'  When  I  am  called  to  s  patieDt  labouring  under  the  fymptonas  ef  a 
fradured  ikuU,  if  I  find  no  wound  in  the  fcalp,  upon  examining  the  head 
i^Jbcn  (havcd,  I  make  an  incifion  through  th^  fcilp,  in  a  part  where  a  [au> 
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ture  is  moft  to  be  expected.  If  no  fracture  appears,  I  take  fo  nudt  blood 
from  the  divided  arteries,  as  the  ftate  of  the  patient  feems  to  require^  and 
then  reunite  the  hpa  of  the  wound*  If  the  bone  is  fractured,  I  enlarge 
|he  wound,  b)  a  firople  incifion  along  the  courfe  of  the  fracture,  tracing 
the  fifTure  or  iifl'ures  through  their  whole  extent,  unlefs  they  are  continu- 
ed to  the  basis  of  the  fkull,  or  where  their  limits  cannot  be  explored. 
J  do  this  either  by  catting  carefully  upon  tbe  fifliire  if  it  is  fis^U  ;  or  if 
it  18  wide,  and  the  pericranium  much  feparated,  by  placing  the  back  of 
my  knife  upon  the  fifTure,  and  flitting  open  the  integuments  as  the  courfe 
of  the  fradure  diieda.  Having  tbus  cxpofed  the  whole  extent  of  the 
ftacture,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  detaching  of  the  pericranium ;  and  bav- 
ing  obferved  what  is  necefTary  to  be  done  for  removing  brokdn  fVagftients, 
fftifing  d^prelTed  bones,  or  giving  iffiie  to  confined  matter,  I  fawofF  fuch 
pieces  of  the  cranium  as  require  to  be  removed,  while  the  integuments 
are  held  back  by  an  afi^ftant."  p.  lo. 

Mr  Hey  particularly  takes  notice  of  the  propriety  of  removing 
any  loose  pieces  of  bone,  oar  any  depressed  portions,  with  destroy* 
ing  afi  little  of  the  ai^acent  sound  bone  as  possible;  and  he  ac- 
complishes this  by  using  the  trephine  seldom,  and  employing  in 
its  stead  a  straight-edged  or  circular-edged,  small  saw,  which  is 
well  cakulated  to  remove  any  overlapping  edge,  or  any  snudl  por- 
tion of  bone»  so  as  to  alk>w  the  point  o*  the  levator  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  fracture,  and  raise  the  depressed  portion.  This 
9aw,  which,  by  the  by,  is  a  very  old  mstrument,  has  been  brooghl 
into  gwetiBl  use  ^ince  the  pubhcation  of  Mr  Key's  work,  where 
U  IS  mentioned  as  one  of  the  new  inventions  of  the  present  day. 
tive  cases  ^re  added  to  thU  chapter,  whidi  illustrate  the  pecu- 
♦wnties  of  Mr  Key's  practice  in  fracturea  of  the  skulL  He  mcn- 
tAons  also  the  adv^tage  to  be  derived,  by  dressing  the  wound  in 
Wicb  a  Banner  as  lo  produce  a  speedy  adhesion  between  the  scalp 
wa  dttr»  mal^,  a  practice  recommended  by  Mr  Mynora  of  Bir* 


cases 


2.  On  Ca^yes  of  the  Ti&a.— In  this  chapter  Mr  Hey  gives  three 
.  !!^l''1'^''^*,f  ^^^-  ^"*  ^^^  he  seems  to  thiSk  that  he 
Tl!i?''  ^u^  ""^  ^^^  P*.'r '  ^y  removing  the  diseased  portions 
f rt^'  niV".'*"'^"****^  ^^^  ^«»  »«>wlkr,  in  the  caseVgiveo, 
^ot^L^l^  ''^?''  """^  necessary;  and  whether,  had  no  auch  opel 
wT^x  P^f^med  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  portion  of  L 

the  age  of  t^patiX^i^J^v^^^^^^  by  Mr  Hey,  from 

that  Section  oYboJe^i^gii^^^^^^^^  }'^  ?"*?% 

scrofiiious  cases  whernhedi8?«^?>^^^^^  '^  ^»^^« 

conneaed  witb  anJ7oiit  ^^A  '^r^"^''''  ^^  ^^^  ^""'^  *"  ^^^ 
and  the  sore  heain^C  thelips^S^^^^^^  generally  takes  place, 
of  the  case*  given  by  Mr  iK  1^^^  and  eveii  in  one 

5  J  «^  n^,  tins  process  had  been  completed 
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at  one  period  of  the  cJifteane.  In  no  case  woald  4  annfeon  ef«f 
think  of  nitiputatiii^,  until  the  diieMe  had  become  to  extemitid, 
and  the  aecompanyicig  gymptoms  so  severe^  as  to  render  the  pa^ 
tienVft  rel^very  by  an  exfoliation  of  the  diseaiied  bone  intpos9iDl^ 
As  bn^,  therefdre^  as  there  was  an  j  hope  of  an  exfoliittion,  and 
no  rkk  of  the  patient's  immediBteir  losing  his  limb,  tre  should 
coaceite  the  operation  of  removing  the  diseased  portion  of  bones 
by  saws  or  Niseis  4o  be  extremely  severe  and  unnecessary  $  and 
that  sodi  an  operatkm  should  only  be  had  recourse  to  m  those 
cases  where  the  natural  process  of  exfoliation  is  remarkably  slo  v^ 
and  accompankd  with  those  eonstitutional  symptoms  of  fever  and 
irritation^  which  would  enhaust  the  patient,  Were  not  some  means 
emplovtd  to  hdateu  the  proofs^.  By  removing  the  diseased  booei 
in  sUGA  Cases,  we  hatie  no  doabt  bat  in  matiy  instances  amputa^ 
tiflti  aii^  be  Sfvotded. 

The  third  chapter  cODtains  one  case  where  the  peetertor  tibial 
artsiy  was  tvonnded,  and  the  «rtery  was  tied  by  first  removmg 
two  inches  of  the  fibiik^  which  allows  the  month  of  the  vessel  to 
he  secured  readily. 

4.  Of  the  Cdiar^i.^MoAem  surgeons  have  reaped  the  benefk 
ef  the  violent  disputes  whichf  ibr  a  long  time,  took  place  regard^ 
iag  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two  operation^  of  couchii^ 
and  extraction.  The  perfaetion  to  whien  both  of  them  have 
bean  brought^  by  the  zeabna  advocates  of  ench^  enables  ir  ta 
make  choice  of  either,  according  to  peculiarities  m  ihdividual 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  to  combine  with  advanti^e  both  modes 
ef  op«rating.  That  both  these  operations  have  been  petfornied 
stioeessfutiy  oy  many,  cannot  be  dented;  but  in  cases  of  pure  ca- 
taract, and  in  patients  otherwise  healthy,  we  can  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  giving  a  decided  preference  to  the  operation  of  extrao 
tion;  and  this  opinion  we  have  formed,  not  only  from  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  principles  of  the  operation,  but  from  the  re- 
sak  of  a  number  of  cases,  where  both  operations  had  been  pei^ 
farmed  by  many  different  surgeons. 

In  this,  as  in  most  other  departments  in  medicine^  it  is  muck 
to  be  resetted,  that  it  is  only  the  successful  case^  which  are  r^ 
corded ;  so  that,  were  we  to  judge  of  what  has  been  written  on 
the  subject  of  cataract,  it  wouliibe  impossible  to  form  any  just 
opinion  of  the  best  operation  for  its  cure  §  and,  what  is  still  more 
harassing,  it  is  impossible,  when  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  all  diat  has  been  written  on  the  subject,  to  form  any  add- 
quate  notion  of  the  difficulties  of  either  operation,  and, of  the 
many  accidents  and  cas^ualties  which  happen  daily  in  the  bands 
Cff  the  most  dexterous  and  experienced. . 
But  to  proceed  to  ^U  tk^'s  observations.    Tfaejr  have  two 
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leading  objects;  the  one' to  recommend' couching  id  preference 
to  extraction;  the  other  to  the  use  of  a  needle  different  from 
that  which  has  been  generaDy  employed.  There  are  many  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  leading  circumstances  to  be  attended  to 
in  couching;  and  Mr  Hey,  in  recommending  that  operation,  con- 
fesses that  m  cannot  appreciate  the  comparative  merits  of  extnu> 
tion  and  couching  irom  his  own  experience.  The  descriptioa  of 
the  nem  invented  needle  is  tediously  minute ;  and  when  he  com<^ 

1>ares  it  with  the  common  instrument,  he  surely  could  not  have 
ooked  at  needles  in  the  possession  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  such  instruments,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  dozen  at 
Mr  Savign/s  warehouse.  We  shall  always  attend  with  much 
pleasure  to  any  attempt  to  improve  the  principles  of  an  operation  j 
out  we  will  hearken  to  new  mventions  in  instruments^  with  the 
same  scrupulous  jealousy  as  an  old  mechanic  would  do  tohi»ap«- 

Erentice  who  shows  a  new  invented  tool  to  execute  any  partica<> 
ir  piece  of  woric.     Mr  Hey's  needle^  and  mode  of  operating) 
compared  with  Scarpa's,  we  cannot  help  thinkin|^  very  defective. 
5.  ()f  the  Strangulated  Hernia. — The  anatomical  description 
of  the  parts  concerned  in  femoral  hernia  by  Oimbemat,  has 

E'ven  more  food  for  the  English  surgeons  than  any  discovery  of 
te  years..  It  has  even  been  alleged,  that  a  secret  compact  nad 
been  entered  into  by  a  club  of  them,  that  each  should  have  a  slice 
of  the  new  dish,  at  the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  Spaniard  f 
To  Mr  Hey  was  allotted  ajemoralligamentf  to  Mr  Burns  a /^te'- 
Jarm  process^  and  to  Mr  Astley  Cooper  9^  fascia  propria  /  Thus, 
whilst  the  fVench  cooks  have  long  bad  the  credit  of  being  able 
to  make  a  greater  variety  of  good  dishes  from  one  small  bit  of 
beef  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
anatomists  of  this  island  have  equal  merit  in  dissecting  any  part 
of  the  human  body  into  a  vast  number  of  different  shreds.  The 
investigations  which  have  been  of  late  years  made  in  the  anatomy 
of  femoral  hernia,  whilst  they  have  certainly  added  to  our  mi* 
nute  knowledge  on  the  subject,  have  been  equally  fruitful  in 
ma^iiying  the  importance  of  some  points ;  and  by  complex  de- 
scnption,  and  an  aim  at  too  great  minuteness,  have  involved  in  a 
maze  of  obscurity,  a  piece  of  anatomy  which  is  in  itself  simple. 
It  is  not  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  hear  Mr  Hey 
exclaiming  on  the  difficulty  of  understanding  these  parts  !  In 
the  former  edition  of  his  work,  the  anatomical  description  which 
he  gave  was  generally  allowed  to  be  unintelligible,  and  it  has 
since  appeared  to  have  puzzled  even  himself.  In  order,  how- 
ever,  to  allow  a  ray  of  light  to  enter  into  this  almost  impenetra- 
ble gloom,  we  are  told,  that  Mr  Hey,  with  a  zeal  truly  profes- 
sional and  highly  to  be  commended,  renewed  his  anatomical 
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itadief,  went  to  the  metropolUs  Mid  did  every  tkin^  io  hit  power, 
to  acquire  a  distinct  koowiedge»  and  give  an  intelligible  de:icrip- 
tion  of  femoral  hernia*  From  the  extracu  and  comments  whieb 
we  have  already  made  on  this  subject,  in  our  review  of  Mr 
Cooper's  work  (vide  VoL  IL),  we  think  it  unnecessary  i|gain  to 
resume  it  i  Mr  Hey,  in  our  opinion*  having  done  no  more  than 
go  over  ground  which  had  been  previouaiy  trod  upon,  and  cor* 
lect  the  anatomicsl  blunders  be  had  formerly  committed* 

6.  Of  the  Fungtis  Hamatodeu — This  chapter  has  received  no 
alterations  or  additions.  In  the  preface  of  the  former  editbn» 
Mr  Hey,  however,  mentioned,  that  when  his  observations  were- 
made  on  fungus  htiematodes,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  de- 
scription which  Mr  Burns  of  Glasgow  had  given  of  the  disease. 
This^  acknowledgment,  for  what  reason  we  know  not,  is  omitted 
in  the  present  edition,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr  Burns's 
Dame.  But  the  description  which  is  fdven  of  fungus  bsematodes 
by  Mr  Burns,  is  much  more  dear  and  comprehensive  than  that 
of  Mr  Hey,  though  Mr  Burns  does  not  seem  to  have  been  aware 
of  the  frequency  ()f  the  disease  in  several  other  organs  besides 
tlie  extremities,  wliere  alone  he  describes  iL  The  subject,  how* 
ever,  did  not  create  much  interest,  until  Mr  Hey's  observationa 
weire  published  ;  and  now,  all  large  and  bloody  tumours,  of  what*, 
ever  ^iiid,  are  by  many  called  fungus  baematodes  $  so  that  this 
terra,  instead  of  being  used  to  signify  a  distinct  disease,  is  em- 
ployed very  indiscriniinately,  and  without  having  affixed  any 
precise  import.  We  cannot  indeed  pardon  Mr  Hev  for  this  greats 
want  of  candour  towards  Mr  Burns;  and  we  think  it  would  not 
haye  injured  his  reputation  to  have  noticed  the  still  more  recent 
publication  of  Mr  James  Wardop,  which  has  contributed  so  much 
to  extend  our  knowledge  of  this  fatal  disease. 

7.  On  Dislocaiiun, — The  remarks  in  this  chapter  are  extreme* 
]y  valuable,  as  they  prove  what  is  consistent  with  theory^  but  what 
h  not' generally  ailopted  injsractice  ;  that  much  less  force  is  suf^ 
ficient  to  reduce  diiiocation,  than  is  generally  supposed  to  be  ne* 
cesdary.  When  a  bone  is  luxated,  it  is  retained  in  that  situa*- 
tion,  chieft^  by  the  action  of  the  surrounding  muscles;  and  wbeiv 
by  adv  chance  these  muscles  become  relaxed  and  thrown  off  tiieir; 
guartf,  as  happens  in  many  cases,  the  bone  is  replaced  by  a  slight 
exeKicin  of  the  surgeon,  or  even  by  some  acddental  motion  of 
Che  patient  It  has  even  been  known,  that  a  dislocated  humerus^ 
lias  got  into  its  place  widiout  the  patient  being  aware  of  iu 
From  this  we  eonciuJe,  that  the  first  step  to  rediu^e  any  disloca-. 
tion,  is  to  produce  a  complete  relaxation  of  the  muscles,  whiclk 
can  be  done  by  long  and  moderate  extension,  as  well  as  by  the 
appficaticm  of  a  great  force.     Wlxcu  they  con  make  no  more  re* 
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shtflnee,  ^very  othirr  obstacle  can  be  r(>«dily  oveftitmv,  if  ite 
dislocfition  be  rec^t,  or  if  the  adhesions  of  the  injured  partt 
bare  not  Acquired  great  stren^  and  rigidity. 

The  8th  chapter  contains  %om^  cases  **  (ff  internal  derangemeni 
of  the  kneejoirU^ "  the  precise  nature  of  whidi  does  not  appear 
to  be  wdi  underftond.  The  cases,  however,  are  not  without  in- 
terestf  and  such  accidents  oceur  not  unfrequenHy.  The  derange- 
meat  which  Mr  Hey  describes^  is  indicated  by  a  sudden  lameness 
from  some  untoward  motion,  which  as  suddenly  disappears;^  pro- 
bably arising  from  some  temporary  displaoemenl  of  the  semilu*- 
ilar  cartilages  or  lateral  ligaments.  In  some  of  the  patients,  the 
motion  of  the  joint  recovered,  whilst  attempting  to  wstik  $  and  in 
others,  Mr  H.  succeeded  by  making  a  sudden  and  very  complete 
flexion.  We  have  remarked  derangements  of  other  joints  of  the 
body  I  very  analogous  to  that  mentioned  b>  Mr  Hey.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  joint^t  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  became,  from  some  ac- 
cidental blow  or  motion,  suddenly  impaired^  and  they  were  re* 
stored  by  puUing,  aad  making  rapid  flexions  and  extensioDs.  la 
some  of  these  cases,  though  nodl^kiteation  hac)  taken  place,  there 
waf»  an  evident  change  of  form,  which  could  not  well  be^ceount- 
ed  for.  It  is  in  ir\iurTes  of  this  nature  that  the  reputatfon  of  bone- 
sett€hrs  is  in  all  probability  chiefly  acquired.  The  surgeon,  front 
not  being  able  to  detect  any  distinct  displacement^  is  contented 
with  alletiaung  any  inflammatory  symptom }  whereas  the  empi- 
ric, by  pulling  and  twisting  the  joint,  succeeds  in  refitoTia^  the 
cHapbced  parts  to  their  natural  situations 

In  the  9th  chapieiv  where  Mr  H.  treats  of  **  loose  cariilagt* 
i^mis  stdyktaitees  m  the  joints j  "  several  cates  are  given,  ki  order  to 
show  that  that  disease  may  be  relieved,  by  wearing  over  tlse  jdnt 
a  well-adapted  bandttge,  in  place  of  ba?viog  recourse  to  the  very 
severe  and  evwi  dangerous  operation  of  removing  them  by  cat- 
tlnar  into  the  eaVity  orf  the  joiftt. 

The  10th  chaptw  irwtts  of  the  •'  wMindsaf  thejt^nt^i  '*  and 
in«*frly  tends  to  establish  a  well  known  fact  in  surgery — thttlt  «tch 
woihkIs,  thrttgh  apparently  trifling,  ffre  ofteif  dangerous  j  and 
that  the  chief  object  of  the  surgeon  in  their  treatment  ou^t  to* 
be,  to  prevent  the  accessfon  of  itiflamniatory  symptotna  by  a 
powerful  deple?lve  systefri. 

The  1  Ith  chapter,  on  ^*  cofnponnd  htxafim  ofthekvlie-iaiffly " 
contains  sevrral  cases,  ixi  order  to  show  thnt,  hi  a  dislocation  of 
the  tibia  with  a  fracture  of  the  fibula,  not  attended  by  much  la- 
ceration, the  patient  will  recover  by  j<imp!e  reductJonj  that  whcrt 
a  still  greater  degree  of  injury  has  been  done  to  the  soft  psft^,* 
iawini:  off  (he  ends  of  the  bone,  as  pracfisrd  by  Goocb,  h  fefK-cess- 
fti>;  and  that  amputation  of  the  limb  is  seldom  necessary. 

Seme  very  iir.portaut  cases  are  added  to  this  chapter,  "/ 
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cmgp^mMkktmtima^ihe  OMir^gmlmt**  whjoii  oprrobofale  the 
«pi«cti«0ffim;  adapts  'by  Mr  Trye  of  Glouoester,  of  dissecting 
oot  the  bene; .  it&  ivdiicUoii  being  always  impracticable,  awl  aa>- 
fMitaiienirf* tbe'fiiilby  in sucfa  cosesy  being geocraUy  recommeod* 
«d*  »iii  mie  %a8e,^a  good  cure  waa  effected,  by  mecefy  rawing  ajS 
die  pfojeetingipart  of  the  hone. 

•C^Moter  18,  ^^On^rOetUimtf  Urine.'' ^-^Lhtte  isnosubjeet 
wiricb  bas'iioiie  engaged  the  attention  of  Eqgiish  surgeons,  and 
beenr  feUowfld  withniore  important  practieal  improvements,  tban 
the  diseases  of  tbe  bladderand  urethra^  The  works  of  Mr  Eve* 
rafd  UHeoie,  on  tliese  subjects,  eve  certamly  entitled  to  high 
pmi«s  I  and  several  other  f  ui^^eons  have  also  contributed  a  good 
deidy  •  to « extend  our  knowledge  in  tliis  department  of  surgcrv* 
Tbeve  avemany  usefnlpractical  hints  in  what  our.author  has  said 
on  the  subject; "but  they  want  that  scientific  arrangement  and 
fomn -wilicii' the  sot^ect  acquires,  .when,  instead  of  consideriog 
OTider  one  general  tfde  of  retention  of  urine,  the  difficulties  and 
modes  necessary,  for  the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  all  the  dis- 
eases of'the«bIadder  and  urethra  are  separately  treated  of.  Thus 
the  aitiflckl  discharge  of  nrine  must  be  very*  difierently  executed, 
when  the  retenticm  proceeds  from  spasmomc  or  permanent  stric- 
tnre  in  4be.iiretbra,from  paralysis  or  inflammation  of  the  bladder, 
or*fr6tn  disease  in;the  prostate  ghnd.  Mr  H,  makes  some  very 
M^rions^rtflMvks  on  the  danger,  of  making  an  artificial  passage 
bjtbeieatlMter. 

*<  'Whatever  aoeth^  of  pefformtng  this  operation  is  pursued,  the 
eadutershoirfd  be  iotrodnced  with  the  greausc  g^ntleneu.  When 
any  AscnKtiaa  eoemrs,  iht  design  of  ihe  surgeon  sboukl  be  to  roade 
mdierahaa  40  asRsrrosf^it.  Uoftuccessfnl  attempts  may  render  a  case 
eattjaaselyWiffcolt,  which  was  cot  so  before.  I  >yi9h.to  impress  on  t^e 
mind  •of:  ipy  reader,  that  a  mod^ate  force,  .iipproperiy  directed,  is 
capable  of  injuring  die  urethra  in  such  a  n^nner  as  to  render  the 
C^pcsatiou  almost  (aad^  without  a  just  knowledge  of  the  injury,  alto- 
gether) impracticable.  It  must  be  obvious  to .  every  surgeon,  that 
los^  CQntinued  or  violent  attempts  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  in* 
ilamqi^tion  of  the  urethra.  But  the  accidents  to  which  I  mean  par* 
ticularly  to  direct  the  attention  ore,  the  formation  of  a  kind  of  pouch 
in  the  urethra,  and  die  laceration  t>f  its  membranous  parts."  fp.40S.} 

To  remedy  the  diflScuky,  which  is  often  met  with  in  mtrodu'* 
C<ng  the  elastic  gqm  catheter  past  die  neck  of  the  bladder,  Mr 
U.  employs  an  ingenious  contrivance.  This  consists  in  with- 
drawing tnc  stilet,  vhen  the  point  of  the  catheter  meets  wkh 
the  obstruction,  the  cfTect  of  which  is,  that  the  curyature  of 
the  instrument  is  increased,  and  its  point  consequently  ele-« 
rated. 

VOL.  VIII.  NO.  29.  R 
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Chapter  IS,  «  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Procidentia  Ani  of  Advits.^^ 
—In  some  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Hey  observed  a 
flap  of  thin  skin,  immediately  roimd  the  anus,  always  to  remain 
externally  after  Uie  got  was  reduced.  As  this  appeared  to  him  to 
prevent  the  complete  contraction  of  the  anus,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  prove  a  source  of  irritation,  he  was  led  to  think  of  re- 
moving it,  and  the  operation  he  found  successful.  Along  with 
these  cases,  he  has  narrated,  in  his  usual  copious  style,  cases  of 
hsemorrhoidal  tumours  in  the  rectum,  where  (as  is  the  most  com- 
mon practice)  their  extirpation  cured  the  disease. 

In  the  l^th  chapter,  which  treats  of  **  Cancer  of  the  Penis f" 
there  are  ten  cases  given  in  detail,  from  which  we  learn  no  new 
facts  relative  to  the  history  of  that  disease,  or  of  the  morbid 
changes  produced  in  that  particular  organ.  They  assist,  how- 
ever, in  establishing  a  general  remark,  that  cancer  of  the  skin  (on 
which  part  the  disease  of  the  penis  begins)  is  more  successfully 
(^erated  on  than  cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

A  case  of  **  Comndszons  after  Strangulation^ "  is  contained  in 
the  15th  chapter,  in  order  to  show  the  success  of  tlie  free  use  of 
stimulants  after  moderate  bleeding,  where  the  powers  of  life  re- 
main almost  suspended.  The  case  of  "  Tumour  of  the  Neck^  " 
given  in  the  16th  chapter,  was  one  of  those  swellings  which  are 
occasionally  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  produced 
from  the  enusion  of  blood  The  tumour  was  much  diminished, 
and  its  nature  ascertained  by  the  puncture  of  a  common  needle— 
a  very  useful  and  ingenious  mode  of  explorinff  the  contents  of 
tumours.  **  I  have  used  this  mode  on  several  occasions,  wkh 
great  satisfaction  and  advantage,  lliere  are  few  doubtful  cases 
in  which  any  harm  could  be  done  by  the  puncture  of  a  couch- 
ing-needle.  The  contents  of  the  tumour  may  be  generally  as- 
certained by  such  a  puncture,  the  pain  of  which  is  trifling,  and 
the  wound  is  soon  healed.  " — p.  492. 

The  17th  chapter  contains,  •*  a  Case  of  Emjyenui^**  soccessfnl- 
ly  treated  by  discharging  the  matter,  and  allowinga canula to  re- 
main in  the  wound,  until  the  discharge  ceased.  The  presence  of 
Sus  was  in  this  case  well  marked,  not  only  from  the  previous  in* 
ammatory  symptoms,  and  the  difficulty  of  lying  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  by  an  oedematous  swelling  of  the  afiected  side  of  the 
chest. 

A  very  curious  affection  of  the  mamma  is  given  in  the  18th 
chapter.  Both  mammae  of  a  young  female  acquired  an  enor- 
mous bulk,  the  swelling  being  preceded  by  a  cessation  of  the  men- 
fies.  One  of  the  breasts  was  removed,  and  weighed  1 1  pounds 
and  4t  ounces  avoirdupois  weight;  the  wound  healed  rapidly,  the 
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menstrual  discharge  was  restored^  and  the  swelling  of  the    ther 
gland  gradually  subsided* 

The  cases  of  **  Collections  of  Pus  in  the  Vagina  "  have  HtUe  in- 
terest, being  nothing  more  than  common  abscesses  formed  in  the 
cellular  membrane  adjacent  to  that  part  of  the  body.  The  con- 
tents of  th^  chapter  on  Alvine  Concretiofis,  on  Atheroma^  and  on 
Abscesses  in  tke  Mamniffi,  contain  nothing  but  what  must  be  fa- 
miliar to  every  weltinformed  surgeon.  The  remarks  on  amputa- 
tion are  chiefly  intended  to  recommend  those  modes  of  operating 
in  the  different  cases  by  which  the  wound  may  be  healed  by  the 
first  intention.  The  observations  on  the  hydrocele  of  tlie  cord, 
illustrate  the  preference  of  the  operation  by  a  a>mplete  incisioA 
of  the  saC|  to  the  other  modes  of  operating  frequently  employ^. 

The  last  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  case 
of  "  Tumoiar  on  thfNose^ "  which  seemed  to  be  an  enlargement 
or  thickening  of  the  cutis  of  that  part  of  the  body.  The  diseas* 
ed  mass  was  very  successfully  removed,  the  disease  not  return- 
ing, and  the  appearance. of  the  countenance  being  completely 
restored. 

From  these  notices,  our  readers  will  be  tabled. to  form  a  ge- 
neral idea,  both  of  the  extent  and  of  the  kind  of  information 
which  this  volume  contains.  There  are  many  parts  of  it  which 
indicate  a  great  talent  for  practical  observation,'  and  there  hais 
been  no  want  of  zeal  and  industry  fn  collecting  the  materials 
which  compose  it.  Besides,  Mr  Nf.  seems  to  have  had  an  ample 
fidd  for  prosecuting  his  inquiries.  ]?rom  the  number  of  cases 
which  the  volume  jcontains,  it  may  b^  suppps^,  that  many  are 
of  little  jnterest..  A  faithful  account  of  cases  must  fgrm  tlie  true 
basis  of  all  out*  practical  and  thJKiretical  knosvledg^  in  medicqi 
science ;  and  whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  collecting  such  facts, 
contributes  essentially  in  the  advanceradnt  of  his  profession. 

We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  regret, 
that,  on  so  many  occasions,  the  ititeiFest  and  value  of  many  im- , 
portant  cases  should  be  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  insertion  of 
trifling  particulars,  perfectly  irrelevant  in  a  medical  point  of  view; 
and  from  this  censure  we  cannot  always  except  Mr  Hey. 


If  2i 
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PART  IIL 

MEDICAL  DTTEULIGENCEL 


It^pori  of  Diseases  freafed  cf  the  Public  DiSPEKSARr^  (neat 
CareySirettJ  LdrndaaJromAM^va  Siy  toSaceabtr  SO/A  181 1. 


Acvrz  DtMEJtsu 


Fcbris 18 

Qnoridiam 1 

FdNift  reaut.  infantum  9 

Cynandie 5 

Epistaxis 1 

Catanlins 85 

Flenritis 2 

Pcrijmeiiiiioniai     •    •    •    •  18 

£nteritn      ••••••  *  1 

Pcritooids 1 

Hefatitia 1 

VarioU 4 


Jia.cr 
Cms. 

Scarladu S 

Rbciupatniniis     •    •    •    •  9 

Aithrids  rheumatica      •    •  6 

Apopkxia 1 

HTdrocephalas     •    •     •    .  1 

Eryspehs S 

Herpes  zoster 1 

Cholera 6 

Dfsenteria 9 

Abortus.  4 

Pertnns 3 


CaROHtc  DisMjmt. 


Caacs^ 

Cephalaa 28 

Vertigo 4 

Hemicranui  rbenmatica     •  2 

Djiecsea 1 

DTspnoea  et  asthma  •    •    •  S 

Catarrhus  chronkiis  ...  50 

Hsvoptjsis 2 

Phthisis 17 

Djspepsia SI 

Gastrodynia 17 

Haematemesis 1 

Enterodynia     .     *    ...  IS 

Pyrosis 5 

Colica ;  2 


H9.ct 

Colica  Pictonum  •    .    •    •  2 

Hepatalgia      •     •     •     •     •  4 

Icterus 1 

Diarrhcea 19 

Hzmorrhagia  intest.      •     •  2 

Marasmus  .•••••  9 

Ascarides 4 

Lnmbricns 3 

Haemorrhois 2 

Enuresis      ••••••  I 

Hzmatoria 1 

Dysnria      .•••••  2 

Lencorrhoea 9 

Meaonfaagia   •    •    •    •    •  12 
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Cbkohjc  Djssasms  continued^ 


Naof 
Cues. 

AmeDonrhcea 6 

fiysteralgia 2 

Chlorosis 2 

Nephralgia 6 

Convulsio  ex  dentitione     •    •  1 

Epilepsia 2 

Paralysis 10 

Paraplegia 1 

Hysteria 2 

Palpitatio 2 

Asthenia 20 


Hecdca  adolescentium 
Anasarca  •••••• 

Asdtes 

ftheumatismus  chronicos  • 
Lumbago  et  Sciatica    •    • 


1 
5 
2 
25 
5 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Lepra 1 

Psoriasis 10 

Scabies 6 

Prurigo 8 

■  ■    cum  phthiriasi ...     1 

Erythema  papulatum    .    .    •     1 

'    ■  ■  ■ — :— nodosum       1 

— ^—.........i—  cedematodes  I 

Impetigo    .......    2 

Ecthyma 2 

Porrigo  • .4 

Purpura  urticans      •     •     •    •     1 

Urticaria    t 3 

Herpes  labialis    .    •    •    .    .     I 
Aphths 1 


The  autumnal  months,  even  to  the  end  of  October,  were  ex* 
tremely'mild  and  warm:  the  air,  in  the  middle  of  the  latter 
month,  was  generally  sultry  and  close,  not  only  in  the  d[av,  but 
through  the  night,  although  there  were  frequent  rains.  During 
the  whole  of  September,  the  atmosphere  was  clear  and  dry,  ex* 
cept  on  a  few  days  succeeding  the  equinox,  when  some  stormy 
weather  occurred.  The  coincidence  of  this  unusual  warmth, 
with  the  appearance  cf  a  splendid  comet  during  the  same  period, 
led  many  persons  to  conjecture^  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  latter.  In  the  last  week  of  October,  however,  the 
weather  became  chiU  and  boisterous  ;  and  during  the  whole  of 
November  it  has  continued  wet  and  foggy,  though  mild,  with 
occasional  high  winds.  From  August  to  the  present  time,  the 
wind  has  been  unchangeably  from  the  W.,  with  the  exception 
of  fonr  or  five  days  in  the  middle  of  November,  when  it  veered 
to  the  north. 

Daring  the  first  half  of  the  period  comprehended  by  this  re- 
port, a  general  good  health  seemed  to  prevail ;  even  the  autumnal 
diseases,  whidi  might  have  been  expected  to  occur  during  the 
warm  weather,  such  as  cholera  and  bilious  fe^r,  were  not  often 
seen ;  and  all  the  contagions  were  nearly  dormant.  Of  the 
eighteen  cases  of  fever  at  the  head  of  the  list,  only  ^ne  exhibited 
any  approximation  to  the  typhoid  character :  four  or  five  of  them 
might  be  classed  under  the  denomination  of  synochus  biliosa ; 
but  the  remainder  were  slight,  and  of  short  duration,  without 
any  considerable  deraiigement  of  the  gastric  organs,  and  without 
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any  afTection  of  the  head.  In  some  of  the  uncleanly  parts  of 
Clerkenwell  and  St  Luke's,  beyond  the  district  of  our  dispensa- 
ry, several  instances  of  typhus  hav^  occurred,  and  some  of  the 
patients  were  recefved  into  the  House  of  Recovery  under  my  su- 
perin tendance,  after  part  of  their  families  had  been  carried  oiT: 
but  I  have  not  learnt  that  it  has  existed  in  any  other' district  of 
London,  llie  rains  and  fogs  of  th^  last  six  weeks,  however, 
have  multiplied  diseases,  more  especially  those  of  the  chest  and 
of  the  bowels,  to  a  considerable  extejit.  One  hali^  of  the  acute 
catarrhs,  and  three -fourths  of  the  peripn^umopies  and  chronic 
catarrhs,  .have  been  admitted  within  the  present  month.  Chil- 
dren have  suffered  most  particularly  from  pneumonic  affections 
of  great  severity,  and  in  some  instances  fatally:  for  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  pneumonic  inflammation,  the  fever 
began  to  assume  a  low  type ;  the  tongue  became  loaded  with  a 
thick  brown  crust;  the  alvine  excretions  became  mucMy  and 
offensive,  increasing  above  the  quantity  of  the  ingesta ;  and  all 
nourishment  was  refused ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  cough 
was  extremely  distressing,  and  the  dyspnoea  very  great.  The 
children  of  persons  in  better  circumstances  have  been  equally  af- 
fected by  this  form  of  disease  with  those  who  are  brought  to  dis- 
pensaries. I  have  found  them  struggle  through  a  very  untoward 
course  of  symptoms,  where  leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  to 
the  chest,  even  so  late  as  the  fourth  day,  and  the  bowels  daily 
unloaded  of  their  morbid  secretions  by  calomel,  (aided,  if  neces- 
sar}-,  by  other  laxatives),  until  the  foecal  discharges  assumed  a 
more  natural  hue  and  odour;  while  small  doses  of  squills,  ipeca- 
cuanha, or  digitalis,  were  administered,  at  first  in  a  saline 
draught,  and  afterwards,  as  the  powers  of  the  constitution  be- 
gan to  fail,  in  a  little  camphor  mixture,  or  some  gently  cordial 
Vehicle,  which  seem  to  aid  the  expectoration,  as  well  as  to  sup- 
port the  strength.  Light  nourishing  liquids  were  at  the  same 
time  given  often  in  small  quantities.  These  cases,  after  follow- 
ing  the  course  of  an  ordinary  gastric  or  low  nervous  fever,  did 
not  generally  terminate  in  less  than  a  fortniglit  or  three  weeks. 
This  form  of  disease  is  still  prevalent ;  and,  in  several  families, 
more  than  one  child  has  been  attacked  with  it. 

In  adults,  diarjhoea  has  been  prevalent,  together  with  the 
symptoms  of  catanh,  in  a  great  number  of  instances;  so  that,  be- 
sides the  number  of  cases  set  down  under  the  head  of  diarrhoea, 
several  of  those  under  the  head  of  catarrh  were  also  affected  with 
this  disorder  of  the  bowels.  Tlie  cases  of  dysentery  have  not 
been  very  severe  ;  in  only  four  of  them  was  there  any  dischar^^e 
of  blood  with  the  evacuatiotis.  The  instances,  in  which  the 
iicadach  was  the  principal  subject  of  complaint,  have  been  uu» 
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merotis,  and  the  great  m^ority  of  them  were  connected  with 
constipated  bowels,  and  relieved  by  restoring  the  recular  cTacua- 
tion,  and  amending  the  state  of  the  stomach.  The  rest  were 
chiefly  rheumatic  auctions  of  the  integuments  of  the  cranium,  or 
of  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  neck.  The  case  of  apoplexy  was 
a  metastasis,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  of  acute  rheumatism,  and 
terminated,  as  such  metastases  but  too  commonly  do,  fatally. 

The  case  of  erythema  papulatum,  •  consisting  of  large  difHise 
patches,  of  an  irregular  figure,  of  a  vivid  red  colour,  but  with  a 
livid  tint  in  the  central  parts,  (at  the  period  when  I  first  saw  it, 
the  papuIaB  having  then  disappeared),  was  attended  with  a  consi* 
derable  degree  or  fever,  for  six  or  seven  days,  with  acute  pains 
and  great  tenderness  of  the  limbs:  these  symptoms  gradually  di-> 
minished,  and  the  eruption  desquamated  in  somewhat  less  than 
a  fortnight.  The  colour  was  considerably  more  vivid  than  the 
representation  in  Dr  Willan's  plate.  The  case  of  purpura  urti- 
cans, which  is  well  represented  by  Dr  Willan,  f  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  most  acute  pain  in  the  belly,  with  constipation  and 
fever,  which  supervened  after  the  eruption  had  continued  about 
a  week,  in  which  state  the  patient  was  bled,  with  immediate  re- 
lief to  the  pain  and  fever,  and  the  bowels  were  soon  afterwards 
unloaded :  but  this  state  was  succeeded  by  several  attacks  of  vio- 
lent spasmodic  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  required  powerful 
opiates  for  its  relief.  The  patient  very  slowly  recovered  under 
the  use  of  cordials  and  tonics.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
either  of  these  disorders. 

Three  cases  of  a  chronic  cutaneous  disease,  attended  with  con- 
siderable constitutional  derangement,  deserve  to  be  noticed,  prin- 
cipally with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis ;  for  it  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  a  syphilitic  form  of  eruption  in  many  respects.  It  con- 
sists of  an  extensive  eruption  of  circular  tubercles,  or  slightly  el^ 
vated  spots,  with  a  flat  smooth  surface,  of  a  reddish  brown  colour. 
These  spots  are  all  nearly  of  equal  diameter,  (except  on  the  fore- 
head, where  they  are  smaller),  not  much  exceeding  the  superfi- 
cies of  a  split  pea,  and  so  thickly  set,  upon  the  arms  and  face,  as 
to  leave  but  little  interstice  of  healthy  cuticle :  on  the  chest  and 
body  they  are  less  numerous  and  close.  On  all  these  parts,  the 
surmce  of  the  spots  remains  smooth,  showing  a  tendency  to  de- 
squamate, but  not  actually  forming  scalcsj  but,  on  the  lc<^s,  where 
the  spots  are  larger,  and  thinly  dispersed,  they  assume  the  ordi- 


•  See  Dr  Willan's  TrcAtue  on  Cutaneous  Diseases,  Ord.  IJI.  Gen.  G.  »pcc.  4, 
and  r]ate  xxxL  Fig.  1. 

f  Ibid.     Ord.  III.  Ccn.  5.  and  Plate  xix.  Fig.  1. 
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iiaiy  appearance  of  psoriasis  gattata^  *  t,  e.  of  white  MSalesadlM- 
in^  to  a  red  suriace.  On  the  forehead,  about  the  ro^ts  of  the 
hair,  they  are  smaller  and  more  actnninated,  Kke  snnA  van^ 
Connected  with  this  eruption,  there  htts  been  sore  throat,  widi 
whitish  specks  on  the  tonsils  ;  some  degree  of  ophlSMdmia,  espe* 
cially  of  the  tarsi;  a  considerable  languor  aiid  depression  of 
strength,  and  loss  of  appetite;  with  a  quickened  and  feeble  putse» 
and  much  pain  in  the  bmbs.  The  disorder  occurred  in  two  wo- 
men and  a  man,  in  none  of  whom  had  there  been  any  prhnarj 
syphilitic  symptoms  ;  neither  was  there  any  tendency  to  pustvle 
or  ulceration,  as  hi  syphilitic  eruptions :  yet,  in  one  of  the  wo- 
men, it  appeared  to  ori^nate  from  contagion ;  for  k  first  ap* 
peared  in  her  husband,  in  whom  it  was  said  to  have  remained 
six  weeks,  during  the  last  fortnight  of  which  it  began  to  appear  id 
her,  and  continued  during  the  same  period,  as  weH  a»  in  the  two 
other  patients.  In  its  decline,  the  spots  gradnaUy  contract  in 
size,  leaving  larger  interstices,  which  assume  a  more  natural  co- 
lour, (for  the  skin  itself  is  brownish  in  the  height  of  the  disease), 
and  the  spots  thus  diminish  until  they  entirely  disappear.  The 
patients  recovered,  without  the  use  of  any  mercury,  taking  the 
mineral  acids  alone,  or  combined  with  bark  or  sarsapariUa  $  and, 
in  the  last  instance,  while  using  the  sarsaparilla  only. 

On  showing  one  of  these  cases  to  my  much  respected  col- 
league, Mr  John  Pearson,  he  pronounced  them  decidedly  not 
syphilitic,  notwithstanding  the  similarity  of  the  appearances,  e- 
speciaUy  on  the  forehead ;  and  observed  that  he  had  found  this 
species  of  eruption  infectious  by  contact.  He  is  disposed  to  re- 
fer it  to  scrofula. 

Be(fford'R(m,  November  SOy  IBll.  T.  B. 


*  In  this  account  1  have  referred  the  eruption  to  psoriasis :  but  on  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body,  where  it  is  simply  tubercular,  it  would  seem  to  be  more  correctly 
arranged  under  vitiligo. 
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A  TliMr  qfiheprmeipal  Discasei  inon^qf  his  MajeHjft. doogsqf 
ttKiTy  complemni  121  mm^jtom  December  il,  1810,  to  No^^ 
vmber  90,  1811.    By  William  Davies,  Surgeon. 


DmcAtn* 

Ho.^ 

Sent  to 

Sisdingiad 

OUM. 

HapitiL 

toDatj. 

Fehria 

11 

1 

10 

Cyoaache  tonsilUria 
Pleuritis 

12 

2 

6 

6 

Fneumoola 

4 

1 

3 

CatarrhttB 

IS 

13 

GiiBtritU 

2 

1 

Nephritis 
Rubeob 

1 

1 

Herpes  zoster 

1 

1 

Pysenteria 

7 

♦ 

■  ■    L           chrooicus 

7 

Arthritis  rheumaiica 

2 

•    2 

Ophthalmia 

1 

• 

^ tarsi 

1 

HsBmoptjsis             « 

1 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

Piarrhcsa 

16 

16 

Ascaris  lumbricoides 

S 

S 

Gonerrhoea 

10 

W 

Orchitis 

5 

5 

Lumbago 

I 

1 

Abscess 

5 

S 

Ulcers 

S 

1 

2 

ContusioDS  and  sprains 

10 

JO 

Wounds  and  accidents 

5 

5 

Pums  and  scalds 

3 

3 

Pernio 

2 

2 

Earadie 

2 

2 

Psora 

2 

1 

1 

Paronychia 

2 

2 

ISS 

7 
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None  Died.    Hone  Invalided. 

Remarks. 

The  ship  sailed  from  3pUhead  the  Ist  of  January  1810.    The 

weather  at  this  time  was  excessive  cold,  snowing  for  several  days 

successively.    We  left  port  tolerably  healthy,  having  previously 

sent  those  vdth  severe  and  acute  complaints  to  the  hospital  at 
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Haslar;  at  this  time  we  had  many  with  gonorrbcea;  and  the  cold 
weather  before  we  reached  Lisbon,  brought  on  a  number  of  ca* 
tarrhs  and  affections  of  the  breast»  which  did  well  under  a  slight 
antiphlogistic  treatment.  In  many  of  the  gonorrhoea!  cases,  the 
symptoms  disappeared,  and,  as  the  weather  became  milder,  re* 
turned  with  inflammation  of  a  testicle,  attended  in  some  with  a 
recurrence  of  the  discharge  from  the  urethra,  dysuria,  &c*  which 
▼ery  soon  yielded  to  slight  mercurial  courses.  These  symptoms 
may  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  the  suppression  of  the  dis- 
charge in  cold  and  bad  weather,  particularly  as  the  men  were  not 
excused  from  duty,  when  they  applied  with  their  jfirst  symptoms. 
One  very  obstinate  case  of  chronic  rheumatism,  accompanied  by 
eruptions  similar  to  erythema  mercurialc,  but  slighter,  and  with- 
out fever,  occurred  in  a  marine  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
Triumph,  at  the  tique  her  crew  was  affected  by  the  mercury  sav- 
ed from  the  Spanish  ships  wrecked  at  Cadiz,  and  who,  with  many 
others,  were  sent  to  the  hospital.  I  tried  the  nitric  acid,  till  he 
bad  taken  200  drops  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  without  much 
success.  We  remained  very  healthy  the  most  part  of  summer;  in 
the  latter  end  of  July  and  August,  however,  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery were 'Somewhat  prevalent,  which  can  be  accounted  for  only 
(as  far  as  I  believe)  from  constant  heat  and  dews  at  night.  The 
thermometer  in  the  sun,  100;  in  the  shade,  76  to  80  Ft  on  an 
average.  They  were  not  contagious,  as  very  little  fever  was  pre- 
sent in  some,  in  others  not  any,  though  many  of  them  had  severe 
griping  and  tenesmus,  and  passed,  several  days  together,  slime,  or 
mucus  and  blood.  Scybalae,  when  passed,  were  always  attended 
with  relief.  I  hope  not  to  be  accused  of  vaniti/  in  giving  an  opi- 
nion of  these  two  diseases,  as  ihev  hidierto  have  come  under  my 
own  observation.  Several  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  appear 
difT&rent  states  of  the  same  disease ;  where  one  has  been  prevalent 
in  some  degree,  the  other  has  appeared  aho : — To  confirm  this, 
in  some  cases  the  patients  had  frequently  loose /cecal  stools^  preced- 
ed by  pains  in  the  bowels,  unattended  with  any  tenesmus  for  se- 
veral days,  and  then  were  affected  with  symptoms  that  more  essen- 
tially constitute  dysentery;  frequent  inclination  to  stool,  mth  te- 
nei^musy  little  or  no  evacuations ;  if  any,  they  were  coagulated 
mucus,  and  watery,  or  mucus  and  blood,  and  occasionally  scyba- 
te ;  when  these  became  mitigated,  the  symptoms  were  those 
jfirsl  mentioned,  and  generally  comprehended  under  diarrhoea. 
Both  got  well  by  the  same  treatment, — opiates  and  purgatives 
combined.  I  experienced  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  digitalis 
in  a  case  of  haemoptysis.  On  the  whole,  we  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  very  healthy.  We  are  just  returned  from  the  south- 
ward ;  the  few  that  now  apply  are  affected  with  catarrhs. 
Plj^mout/i,  Acw.  30,  1811.     * 
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Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  ObseroationSf  communicated  to  Dr 
Kelue  by  James  Cassils,  M.  D.  Physiciaiii  Kendal. 

1.     Black  Drop, 

The  late  learned  Dr  Parr,  in  his  excellent  Medical  Dictionary, 
thinks  that  neither  of  the  preparations  of  opium  that  I  ^ve  you 
an  accoant  of,  in  the  first  volume  of  your  Journal,  is  the  ge- 
nuine  black  drop :  Perhaps  it  may  be  so,  particularly  with  the 
tincture  prepared  from  rectified  spirit,  and  it  may  difler  in  some 
trivia]  respects  from  the  other  with  vegetable  acid  ;  but  1  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  eaually  efRcaciou<;  with  that  medicine. 

There  is  an  article  in  the  2d  volume  of  the  abridged  edition 
of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  which  induces  me  to  believe, 
that  the  famous  Van  Helmont  was  the  original  inventor  of  thia 
remedy.     I  think  it  unnecessary  to  quote  the  formula. 

2.  Tincture  of  Lavender. 
Although  this  medicine  may  not  be  reckoned  of  much  ase, 
yet  as  it  has  a  place  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeias,  and  as  it  is 
of  some  consequence  to  facilitate  pharmaceutical  operation,  I 
bej;  leave  to  recommend^the  fallowing  formula,  it  being,  In  my 
judgment,  as  good  as  any  other,  and  prepared  without  any  arti- 
cle undergoing  the  process  of  distillation. 
"^  Cort.  cinnamom.  lauri  Jij. 

Caryophil.  aromat.  Jj. 

Nucis  myristicde  mochat.  f  ss. 

Ol.  volat.  lavend.  spies  Siij- 

rosimarin.  officinal.  59* 

Lig.  pterocarp.  Santolin.  Jss. 

Alcoholis, 

— -—  diluti,  utriusque  lb.  ij.    Macera  per  dies  sep- 
tein,  et  cola.  ««» 

S.  On  the  Solvent  Powers  of  Milk. 
Amongst  the  various  solvents  of  camphor,  and  those  sub- 
stances called  gum-resins,  there  is  one  which  I  have  not  found 
mentioned  by  any  writer  on  chemistry  or  the  Materia  Medica 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  namely,  milk.  By  triturating  cam • 
phor  with  milk,  it  is  nearly  as  readilj  dissolved  as  with  rectified 
spirit;  and  this  propeiiy  I  apprehend  does  not  altogether  depend 
upon  the  cream  constituting  one  of  its  component  parts ;  for 
skimmed  milk,  whey,  and  the  coagulable  matter  obtained  by 
spontaneous  separation,  are  more  oc  less  solvents  of  camphor. 
The  latter,  when  dried,  and  made  into  a  pulp  with  distilled  water, 
dissolves  it  in  considerable  quantity,  and  forms  a  beautiful  white 
solution.  As  the  above  fact  is  not  generally  known,  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest,  that  it  may  be  pf  considerat^^e  use  in  performing 
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snne  pharmaceutical  operations,  and  parliculariy  where  economy 
k  an  object »  aain  in6r^arie9  an^  other  charitably  ins^tutipns; 
for  instance,  the  emtilsio  camphorata  may  be  very  readily  pre* 
pared  in  this  manner. 

&  Gamphon  5ss. 

Lactis  vaccini  3iv.    Solve,  et  adde 
Aq.  fontause.  Bviiss. 

In  this  preparation,  none  of  the  camphor  is  lost  by.  precipita- 
tion. Again,  in  preparing  the  tinctura  opii  camphorata,  I  have 
utbstituted  the  milk  for  proof  spirit,  and  fjnd  it  very  useful  in 
coughs,  ythen  I  think  an  opiate  necessary ;  nay,  it  is  perhaps  a 
more  safe  ^lediciqe ;  for  the  spirit,  that  iprms  a  principa](  article 
|Q  the  common  paregoric  elixir,  is  more  frequently  calcodated  to 
esdte  coughing  than  to  remove  it. 

Farther,  when  the  external  application  of  camphor  is  wished 
for,  without  the  addition  of  alcohol,  it  may  be  very  easily  applied 
in  the  following  embrocation,  which  may  oe  called  lac  camphora* 
|um  cum  sapone. 

]^  Camphor.  |j. 
Lactis  vaccini  §iv. 
Saponis  mollis  |j.    M. 

Lastly,  cr^am  forms  an  elegant  liniment  lyith  camphor^  which 
is  not  soluble  in  water. 

From  this  property  of  mi}^  in  dissolving  camphor,  I  ^as  led  to 
try  its  effects  on  the  gum-resins,  and  tbupd  that  it  dissolved  as- 
salb&tida,  gum  ammoniac,  guoiacum,  and  myrrh,  sooner  than 
water ;  and  I  think  it  a  better  vehicle  for  tijte  adn^inistration  of 
these  remedies,  as  it  not  only  forms  a  mor^  perfect  solution,  but 
renders  their  taste  less  unpleasant.  Milk  also  dissolves  rosin  and 
pitch,  balsam  of  Peru  and  Tolu  in  small  quaptities.  By  the  pro- 
secution of  tb^e  experiments,  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  of  your 
ingenious  correspondents  may  be  able  to  throw  far())er  lighjt  on 
the  above  interestuig  facts. 

4.  Scrqfidous  Ulcers. 
Notwithstanding  the  number  of  remedies  recommended  by 
practical  writers  for  the  cure  of  scroj'ujous  ulcers,  unconnected 
with  caries  of  the  bones,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  by  far  the  ma- 
jor part  are  useless,  and  that  not  one  is  to  be  entirely  depend* 
^  npon.  But,  after  some  experience,  1  beg  leave  to  geJI  the  at- 
tention of  my  professional  brethren  to  an  external  apphcation, 
.which  I  flatter  myself  is  justly  entitled  tp  their  confidence ;  tor 
^cither  myself,  nor  those  of  my  friends  who  are  acquainted 
with  it,  have  ever  been  disappointed.  It  is  nothing  else  than  a 
strong,  sometimes  a  saturat^  solution  of  Uie  sulphide  of  zinc  in 
water.    I  order  linen  rags  to  be  dij[)t  into  a$  $tr<ii>Pig  a  solution  as 
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the  patient  can  bear,  and  applied  to  the  sore  two  or  three  times 
aday.  If  it  causes  considerable  smarting,  (which  is  often  the 
case  Bt,  first),  I  desire  the  patient  to  moisten  the  rag  over  the 
part  affected  wiih  cold  water,  till  tlie  pain  is  rendered  more 
tolerable,  and  by  degrees  to  apply  the  strong  solution,  as  direct- 
ed, while  the  disea^^e  remains.  Sometimes  a  slight  discharge  of 
blood  takes  place,  and  at  other  times  a  few  pimples  appear  roand 
the  margin  of  the  ulcer ;  but,  generally  speaking,  in  a  few  days^ 
an  bealtpY  action  qf  all  the  diseased  part  takes  place,  genuhie  pus 
is  discharged,  sound  granulations  are  formed,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
cicatrization  is  completed* 

In  the  worst  cases  that  have  come  under  ray  care,  no  internal 
remedies  were  administered,  so  that  the  whole  efficacy  of  curing 
scrofukius  sores,  rests  with  the  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of 
zinc;  and  I  cannot  avoid  paying,  that  the  above  species  of  ulcer 
will  be  no  longer  considered  an  opprobrium  to  the  healing  art. 
For  the  knowledge  of  this  invaluable  remedy,  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr  Somerville^  an  excellent  surgeon  to  the  General  Infirmary, 
Stafibrd. 

Since  I  have  written  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  second  edition 
of  Mr  Hey 'a  Practical  Surgery,  and  am  happy  to  add,  that  my  ex- 
perience of  the  good  cfEbcts  of  this  medicine  are  corroborated  by 
that  gentleman.  '  He  indeed  only  recommends  a  weak  solution  of 
this  metallic  salt,  viz.  3ss.  in  a  pint  of  water,  to  which  is  added, 
ah  ounce  of  spirit  of  rosemary,  and  a  dram  of  spirit  of  lavender ; 
and,  even  in  chat  diluted  state,  it  is  found  to  possess  very  active 
powers.  s=»  ^ 

Imposition  practised  upon  tlie  Editors. 

It  is  with  the  most  painful  feelings,  that  we  have  now  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  most  unwarrantable,  and  ahnost 
incredible  transaction.  About  tlie  middle  of  June,  when  the 
last  sheet  of  oui^  Journal,  tor  July  was  at  presf^  we. received 
n  letter,  purpor^ng  to  be  a  communication  from  Mr  Simmons 
of  Manchester,  a^o  sifpied  with  his  name.  Having  no  reason 
to  suqpect  its  authenticity,  and  never  dreaming  of  imposition,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  press  being  accidentally  stopt,  to 
annouiice,  in  a  part  of  the  impression,  its  receipt.  Unluckily 
none  of  these  Numbers,  in  which  this  notice  was  inserted}  went 
to  Manchester,  otherwise  the  deception  might  have  been  disco- 
vered in  time  tp  have  prevented  the  trick  from  taking  effect. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  publlca^on^  we  were  astonished^ 
and  mortified,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr  Simmons,  informing 
us»  that  the  communication  was  ti^/ written  by  him;  that  tLo 
whole  was  ^fabrication ;  and  the  affixing  his  name  to  it  2^ forgery* 

It  instantly  became  our  duty  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  discover  the  author;  to  declare  publicly  our  senti* 
menta  of  the  transaction ;  and  to  redress,  so  far  as  we  cani  th'^ 
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injury  we  have  been  made  the  instruments  of  doing  to  Mr  Sam- 
mons's  feelincfs  and  professional  reputation. 

But  Mr  Simmons  is  not  the  only  person  injured  by  this  un- 
principled transaction  j  both  we,  tlie  editors,  and  the  profession 
at  large,  have  been  grossly  abused. 

We  trust  that  the  instance  is  solitary  with  regard  to  us,  and 
very  rare  in  general.  Were  such  conduct  frequent,  the  credit 
of  all  Journalists  must  be  effectually  destroyed,  and  the  public 
would  justly  witlulraw  its  confidence  from  them.  Upon  the  injury 
done  to  the  profession  at  large  we  need  not  expatiate,  for  even 
the  subscription  of  a  respectable  name  would  no  longer  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  authenticity  to  their  communications;  and  the 
false  proverb,  *•  medical  fucts^  medical  iies^  "  which  has  hitherto 
been  uttered  only  by  the  designing  or  the  thoughtless,  might 
then  become  a  truth. 

The  imposition  is  equally  calculated  to  injure  the  reputation 
of  a  respectable  individual,  of  ourselves,  and  of  the  profession; 
and  we  are  all  interested  in  detecting  and  exposing  to  universal 
indignation  its  author. 

So  far  as  Mr  Simmons  is  personally  concerned,  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  making  public  the  xerv  satisfactoir  resohitiona  of 
tlie  Weekly  Board,  and  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Manchester  Infir- 
mary. In  the  sentiments  which  they  express,  we,  in  common 
with  every  person  jealous  of  the  honour  ot  the  profession,  hearti* 
ly  concur.  •== 

No.  h — To  ike  Trtu^tces  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary. 

Gentlemen — With  permission,  I  will  lay  before  you  the  last 
Kumber  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  It 
contains  an  article,  purporting  to  have  come  from  me,  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  was  totally  ignorant,  till  it  was  pointed  out 
to  me  in  the  Journal. 

This  letter  is  a  Forgery. 

But,  as  a  case  of  lithotomy  did  occur  at  the  infirmary,  in 
September  1810,  manifestly  alluded  to  by  the  writer,  his  fai^e- 
HOOD  shall  next  appear  upon  indubitable  proofs. 

In  that  case,  the  section  of  the  bladder  was  made  wfth  the 
goi^et ;  but  the  stone  was  extracted  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
without  any  enlargement  of  the  wound.  This  proof  is  in  itself 
Buflicient;  but  it  is  still  further  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that, 
during  the  operation,  from  certain  obstacles  that  presented,  the 
staff  was  reintroduced  into  the  bladder,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  forceps,  which  led  to  the  immediate  removal  of  the  stone* 
From  this  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  the  gorget  had  not  taken 
an  improper  direction,  as  falsely  insinuated  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  FORGED  letter :  and  consequently  no  blame  is  imputable 
to  the  operation. 

But,  ifrom  irUemal  etidaice^  the  letter  was  written,  or  the  m*- 
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teriab  for  it  were  applied,  by  a  person  who  was  present  at  that 
operation*  On  this  ground  it  isj  and  not  on  any  personal  con- 
sideration, that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  business 
to  yonr  notice. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 
George  Street^  ISth  November,  1811.  W.Simmons. 

No.  2. — Manchester  Infirmafyj  5d  Decemher,  181 1. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  much  pleasure  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the 
Weekly  Board  of  the  25th  ult.  in  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  the  18  th  November,  and  of 
the  Faculty  connected  with  the  charity  thereupon. — I  am,  very 
truly,  dear  Sb-,  yours,  &c.  J.  Hibb£Rt. 

m  SimtnemSf  Esq,  Surgeon^  Manchester. 

Vo.  S. — Manchester  Infirmary  Weekly  Board,  1 8.  November  1811. 

Mr  Simmons  having  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board,  respecting  a 
letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of 
October  last,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but 
which  Mr  Simmons  declares  is  a  forgery,  and  that  it  contains  a 
groes  misrepresentation  of  the  operation  which  was  performed 
at  this  infirmary; 

Reserved  unanimously, 

That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  by  the  foregoing  communication 
from  Mr  Simmons,  that  the  object  and  tendency  of  the  forged 
letter  was  to  lessen  the  professional  character  of  Mr  Simmons ; 
and,  he  being  one  of  the  Faculty  connected  with  this  hospitaJ, 
that  its  reputation  and  success  might  consequently  be  injured. 

That  it  must  have  been  written  by  some  person  present  at  the 
operation,  or  by  some  one  to  whom  such  person  related  tlie  cir* 
cumstances ;  and  therefore  proves,  that  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  that  confidence  which  is  placed  in  every  attendant  upon  ope* 
rations.  And,  that  this  Board  is  always  anxious  to  support  the 
Faculty  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their  duty,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  professional  character,  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  charity  so  much  depends. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

Tliat  a  copy  of  Mr  Simmons's  letter  to  the  Board,  together 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
c»ky,  specially  to  be  convened  for  that  purpose ;  wiUi  an  assur- 
ance that  this  Board  will  be  very  glad  if  the  Faculty  can  suggest 
any  means  by  which  the  author  of  so  infamous  a  transaction  may 
be  discovered.  ' 

Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  secretary  be  directed  immediately  to  take  the  usual 
steps  to  procure  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty,  agreeably  to  the  ft)rc- 
going  resolution.  James  IIidbeut,  Chairman, 
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IlesoI\red,  1^''erMy  Boards  2fMh  Nmemhtr,  'lili. 

That  so  soon  as  the  resolations  of  the  Faculty,  consequent  upon 
the  communication  made  to  them  by  the  Board,  last  week,  are  in 
possession  of  the  treasurer,  that  he  be  authofixed  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  ^ame,  and  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Be>&rd, 
to  Mr  Simmons,  as  the  reply  of.  the  Board  to  his  letter  of  the 
18th  instant.  James  HiSbert,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Facility  belonmng  to  i\m  hosfiital,  sum- 
mbned  at  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  and  held  NoveiaiMr 
l?2d,  1811,  Present, 

Dr  Bardsley,    Dr  Henry,     Dr  Winstanley,     Mr  Hamilton. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

l5/,  That  this  meeting  highly  disapprove  of  the  publication  of 
Which  Mr  Simmons  has  complained  in  his  letter  to  ihe  Weekly 
Board ;  and  that  they  consider  it  not  only  as  a  violatkm  of  profes- 
tiional  honour  and  con&dence,  but  as  an  insidious  and  uowar- 
rantable  attack  on  Mr  Simmons*s  professional  character. 

2^,  That,  notwithstandhig  our  sense  of  its  extreme  impo- 
priety  and  injustice,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  measure,  which  it 
18  within  our  province  to  take  for  the  discovery  of  the  writer,  or 
that  we  can  do  any  thing  more  than  express  our  strong  condem- 
nation of  the  forgery,  and  Of  the  motives  by  which  its  author 
'  has  been  actuated. 

8c/,  That  the  abovie  resolutions  be  sent  to  such  of  die  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  connected  with  the  hospital, 'as  itaTe  not  at- 
tended this  meeting,  and  also  the  communication  ftt>m  the  Board, 
with  Mr  Simmons's  letter.  S.  A.  Bardsley,  Cheiralan. 

Gavin  Haihitton,        J.  A.  Ransome,         Wm.  Henry, 

John  lliorpe,  J.  Ainfeworth,  Wm.  WiDsCank}^ 

John  Mitchell,  Edward  Holme* 

Theatre  of  Anatomyj  Barflett  dnirt^  Holbom. 

Mr  Armiger,  surgeon-extraordinary  to  his  Koyal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  surgeon  to  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  will 
commence  his  spring  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  Physiology^ 
ahd  Surgery,  on  Monday,  20ih  January. 

Practical  Anatomy,  atid  Demonstrations,  10  in  the  moraing. 
— Particulars  may  be  known  by  applying  at  Mr  Armiger's,  17 
London  street,  ^enchurch'  street,  or  to  Mr  Highicy,  medical 
bookseller,  24*  Fleet  street. 

London  Hospital, 
Dr  Buxton's  spring  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine, will  be  commenced  about  January  20th. 

£rralufli.— Page  19»  line  28,  f^T  acetabula  read  tb;^dad  fbramio^ 
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imi  OiservMHom  tm  Intut-Smueptim  s  'with  an  Bngravtng.    By 
Mr  HowsHiPy  Fellow  of  the  College  of  burgeons  in  London. 

pASBS  in  which  some  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  found  af» 
^  ter  death  to  be  in  a  state  of  intus-susception,  are  not  very 
tinfiequent.  In  matiy  instances^  from  the  prevailing  laxity  in 
the  gener^d  muscular  structure  of  the  bowels,  there  is  every  rea* 
son  to  suppose,  that  in  certain  constitutions  this  state  may  re- 
peatedly occur  without  the  least  inconvenience,  the  parts  being 
Restored  to  their  proper  relations  whenever  solid  contents  hap* 
pen  to  pass,  in  their  way,  through  the  intestines.  This  accident^ 
however,  in  a  habit  of  body  possessed  of  much  tone,  and  dispos- 
tA  to  inflammatory  action,  is  productive  of  consequences  gene- 
tally,  if  not  always,  fatal.  The  obstructed  portion  of  the  bowel 
becomes  a  cause  of  great  irritation  in  the  canal,  and,  when  in* 
Animation  has  once  come  upon  parts  so  circumstanced^  the  pa« 
^t  scarcely  ever  escapes  death, 
f ou  Till.  MO.  90.  I  The 
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The  small  intestines  are  much  more  liable  to  fall  into  this  state 
than  the  large  ;  and,  upon  this  account,  it  has,  by  many  practi- 
tioners, been  considered  as  a  complaint  which  is  in  every  instance 
"without  remedy.  But  we  know  by  experience,  that  now  and 
then  the  rectum  has  been  found  obstructed  from  this  cause ;  and, 
however  rare  such  examples  may  be,  they  are  certainly  worthy 
of  attentive  observation,  and  ought  to  be  considered  highly  in- 
teresting in  a  practical  view,  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowel 
being,  to  a  certain  degree,  within  the  reach  of  surgery. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  mechanical  dis- 
tention, by  the  injecting  of  warm  fluids,  has  been  proposed ; 
but  although,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint,  such  a  plan 
may  be  capable  of  doing  good,  it  has  be^^n  tried,  and  found  use- 
less, where  inflanmation  had  previously  established  itself. 

When  intus-susception  occurs  low  down  in  tlie  rectum,  it  is 
presumed  that  its  existence  might  be  ascertained,  and  perhaps 
even  the  complaint  removed,  by  the  careful  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  so  large  as  to  occupy  the  usual  diameter  of  the  intestine, 
and  so  curved  and  directed  as  to  follow  the  natural  turns  of  the 
gut,  almost  up  to  its  superior  flexure  towards  the  colon.  Such 
an  operation,  however,  to  be  dexterously  performed,  requires  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  intestine,  in  or- 
der that  the  surgeon  may  be  able  to  determine,  beforehand,  what 
size  and  length  of  the  instrument  will  be  necessary,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  following  case  is  an  instance  in  which  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment might  possibly  have  saved  the  patient  •,  but  unfortunately 
the  real  cause  of  the  child's  death  was  not  suspected,  till  the  dis- 
ease was  found  upon  examination  of  the  body. 

A  Case  of  Intussusception  of  the  Rectum, 
In  July  ISOO,  a  fine  healthy  female  child,  at  the  breast,  was 
four  months  old,  when  it  was  first  observed  that  there  was  oc- 
casional sickness  at  stomach.  This  sickntss  soon  became  more 
frequent,  and  induced  the  mother  of  the  child  to  conclude  that 
the  milk  disagreed.  Light  food,  therefore,  in  various  forms,  was 
substituted,  but  this  was  found  to  agree  no  better  than  the 
breast-milk  had  done  before  it.  Every  thing  that  was  swallo\»'- 
ed  was  rejected  soon  afterwards. 

In  this  state,  with  little  variation,  the  infant  remained  for  the 
space  of  three  weeks,  when  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
upon  the  napkin,  passed  with  a  mucous  slimy  stool,  attended 
with  great  straining,  restlessness,  and  apparently  much  piin* 
The  parents,  being  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  bloody  .ijiun^" 
diately  procured  medical  advice. 

6  Gentk 
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Gentle  aperients  were  now  ordered,  but  they  could  not  be 
made  to  stay  on  the  stomach.  The  child  sickenedy  and  the  phy- 
sic was  thrown  up.  After  various  ineffectual  trials,  as  it  appear- 
ed that  no  relief  was  likely  to  be  obtained  by  these  means,  a 
warm  relaxing  injection  was  ordered,  and  this  was  carefully 
thrown  up,  but  the  nurse  said  it  all  returned  inunediately  with- 
out bringing  any  thing  material  with  it.  The  following  day  a 
second  injection  was  ordered,  and  given  with  no  more  eflFect  than 
the  first* 

Suspecting  that  there  might  have  been  some  want  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  nurse  to  explain  this  failure,  the  surgeon  de- 
termined that  he  would  himself  ascertain,  whether  an  enema  might 
not  be  so  injected  as  to  operate  more  successfully.  He  was, 
however,  not  more  fortunate  than  the  nurse  had  been,  for  his 
attempts  failed.  Finding  there  was  no  chance  of  procuring  a 
passage  by  the  bowels,  little  more  was  done  ^  the  child  was  di- 
rected to  be  occasionally  immersed  in  warm  water,  and  this 
seemed  to  abate  the  heat  and  restlessness,  but  produced  no  per- 
manent relief. 

The  urgency  of  the  tenesmus,  the  inability  to  keep  any  thing 
on  the  stomach,  and  the  frequency  in  passing  blood,  all  continued 
to  increase  rather  than  decline,  attended  with  repeated  attacks  of 
most  violent  pain,  for  the  space  of  six  days,  from  the  first  bleed- 
ingy  when  the  infant  died,  exhausted  by  her  sufferings. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  following  were  the  appear- 
ances. The  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  sound.  In  the  abdomen^ 
the  stomach  was  apparently  healthy.  The  small  intestines  had 
evidently  suffered  considerably  from  inflammation,  and  were,  up- 
on sevenU  parts  of  their  surface,  changing  from  a  florid  red  to  a 
dark  and  luiid  colour.  The  large  intestines  appeared,  on  the 
first  glance,  to  be  involved  in  confusion*  There  was»  however, 
no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  rectum  upward  from  the  pelvis,  where 
it  was  very  large,  and  felt,  when  pressed,  as  if  it  was  full  of  a 
dense  fleshy  substance. 

Upon  a  more  accurate  examination  of  these  parts,  it  appeared, 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  upper  part  of  tho 
rectum,  had  passed,  down  into  the  lower  extremity  of  the  gut, 
producing  a  very  extensive  inflammation  of  the  rectum,  colon, 
and  even  the  small  intestines.  The  degree  of  stricture  was  very 
considerable,  so  that  when  the  external  covering  of  the  intestine 
rectum  was  divided,  with  a  pair  of  scissars,  the  contained  mass 
instantly  sprung  forward,  occupying  at  least  double  its  former 
space. 

The  villous  surface  of  the  projecting  extremity  of  the  inverted 

intestine 
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have  been  of  that  kind  which  Richerand,  in  his  Nosographie 
Chirurgicale,  torn.  1.  p.  4>87»  mentions>  speaking  of  diseases  of 
the  vertebrae.  He  says :  «  D'autres  fois»  i'os  est  atteint  d*  une 
carie  sgche,  espece  de  vermoulurei  dans  iaquelie  les  absorbans 
paroissent  s'etre  empares  de  ses  molecules,  de  maniere  qu'il  ne 
reste  aucun  debris  dt  la  destruction/'  On  making  the  incision 
through  the  integuments  and  muscles,  to  cut  out  the  vertebrae, 
purulent  matter  oozed  out  of  some  glands  lying  in  the  way  of 
the  scalpel. 

After  the  man's  death,  a  seijeant  related  to  me  the  following 
accident,  which  he  said  happened  to  the  deceased  on  Sunday  the 
12th  (the  day  I  was  first  called  to  him) :  He  related,  that  Wal- 
ker, while  looking  on  some  persons  playing  at  fives,  suddenly 
threw  his  head  backwards,  on  the  ball  taking  a  direction  towards 
him,  and  immediately  exclaimed  to  the  serjeant,  that  he  felt  as 
if  something  had  given  way  in  his  neck.  So  little  can  a  me- 
dical man  sometimes  depend  on  his  patient's  veracity ;  and  so 
liable  is  he  to  form  a  false  diagnosis  I  The  fear  of  being  laugh- 
ed at  by  his  comrades  for  having  broken  his  neck,  was  perhaps 
this  unfortunate  man's  motive  for  concealing  the  truth,  whidi, 
however,  in  this  instance,  proved  of  no  consequence  as  to  the 
termination  of  the  disease. 
.    Malta,  Sti  November  1811. 


III. 

History  of  a  Fever  which  prevailed  in  the  Suburbs  of  Paisley  i  rvith 

.  an  account  of  the  utility  of  Blood-letting  in  imperfect  erises,  sUw 

convalescence,  and  lingering  ailments.   By  Jambs  Mi7IR,  Surgeon, 

-    Paisley,  and  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Sar* 

geons,  Glasgow. 

Tm  the  most  elevated  situation,  and  in  a  part  of  the  suburbs  to 
^  the  south  of  this  town,  chiefly  inhabited  by  working-people,  a 
fever  prevailed  in  January,  February,  and  March  1811.  During 
%he  two  first  months,  the  weather  was  uncommonly  severe,  with 
almost  constant  alternations  of  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  frost,  so 
that  it  seldom  continued  in  the  same  state  for  24<  hours  together. 
Of  thirteen  families  which  I  attended;  S2  individuals  were 
seized  with  fever,  only  one  of  whom  died.    This  patient  was 

•   seen 


1^12.  Mr  MttirV  HUUry  of  a  Fiver  in  Paiilej.  ISS 

seen  for  the  first  time  on  the  9th  day  of  the  disease,  and  died 
on  the  12thy  after  passing  a  great  quantity  of  grumous  blood  by 
stool. 

The  fever  generally  commenced  with  shivering;  in  some 
there  Mras  excruciating  pain  of  the  back,  and  in  others  severe 
headache  ;  the  skin  was  dry ;  the  tongue  loaded  or  very  red  ;  the 
pulse  quick,  in  many  instances  almost  imperceptible,  and  in 
some,  for  many  days,  in  a  fluttering  state.  During  the  disease 
there  came  on  much  watchfulness,  delirium,  and  seemitig  fatui* 
tj\  in  many  cases  there  was  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  in  a 
few,  painful  micturition :  The  feces  were  commonly  brown» 
thin  and  very  fetid  ;  in  many  instances,  the  bowels  were  loose^ 
and  in  a  few  costive:  both  states  were  equally  benefited  by 
pur^tives.  In  all  cases  there  was  great  prostration  of  strength, 
and  deep  sickness.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  from 
confinement,  signs  of  convalescence  were  obs^vable,  though 
there  was  seldom  a  well  marked  crisis. 

The  headache  was  relieved  by  opening  the  temporal  artery  or 
jugular  vein,  and  blistering  the  back  of  the  neck.  -Cold  affile 
sion,  even  when  employed  on  the  first  day  of  attack^  did  not 
stop,  though  it  seemed  to  render  the  disease  milder.  Purgatives 
at  first,  and  bxatives  afterwards,  afforded  relief  \  but  at  the  com.  . 
menccment,  emetics  were  entitled  to  the  preference,  as  they 
sometimes  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease  at  once,  and  in- 
variably moderated,  when  they  did  not  stop  its  course. 

One-fourth  of  the  whole  number  relapsed,  and  the  convale- 
scence of  many  was  extremely  slow. 

Six  of  the  thirty-two  patients  continued,  after  the  18th  day, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  fever,  which  extended  in  some  of 
these  to  the  4th  and  even  to  the  5th  week.    Two  of  them  were 
much  distressed  with  headache,  one  of  whom  had  also  for  a  few 
days  slight  pain  at  the  breast ;  the  other,  who  was  at  times  in  a 
very  listless  drowsy  state,  with  flushed  face,  had  severe  pain  in 
the  lumbar  region  $   the  pulse  in  both  seldom  exceeded   100, 
was  feeble,  and  sometimes  fluttering.     Three  had  slight  cough, 
only  one  of  whom  had  any  pain  in  the  chest ;  but  they  all  com- 
plained of  a  sense  of  weight  or  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach.     Having  failed  to  relieve  the  headache,  and  oppression 
at  the  praecordia,  by  purgatives,  saline  mixtures,  and  blisters,  I 
had  recourse  to  the  lancet,  in  hopes  of  diminishing  the  headache  ; 
removing  the  load  from  the  pr?ecordia,  and  of  giving  a  favour* 
able  direction  to  a  crisis.     The  quantity  of  blood  drawn  did  not 
exceed  1 1  ounces  in  any  case  ;  and  in  none  was  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  operation,  as  the  morbid  aflections  of  the  head,  the 
chest,  and  the  bejjy,  yielded  immediately,  or  soon  after  the  bleed- 
ing j 
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ii^ ;  the  thirst  abatedy  and  the  aM)eci|e  reti^rned.  In  li^ctic 
fever,  \i-hen  no  cure  can  be  eftectrdy  I  haye  found  sp»atl  bteM* 
ini^s  as  successful  as  in  the  present  instances^  for  relieving  op« 
pr<ssion  at  the  pic  of  che  stomacbi  pain  of  the  bi'east,  and  cough. 
They  hay^  been  oftep  ot  greater  advantage  tha^  blif ters,  opiate9» 
and  ^U  cxuectorantSi  and  indeed  will  be  found  tt9efi|l  in  all 
diseases  \^here  there  i^  pain  or  oppression  at  ^e  priecordia. 
In  some  o^her  ^ases  of  fever,  I  have  fouivi  it  necessary  to  repeat 
the  venes 'Ction,  before  the;  przcordia  w<i4  entirely  relieved.  I« 
tlie  sixth  c^se,  where  there  were  ^l^ch  tende^iies^i  and  pain  vk 
the  abaom^n,  and  the  stools  wc*re  of  a  brovirn^h  colour,  blood- 
lecting  was  not  en^ployed,  but  a  combination  of  caloml  ai4 
op.um  removed  the  pain,  restored  the  above  discharge  to  a 
natural  colour  and  consistence,  and  procured  a  crisis* 

Five  of  the  patient^,  after  the  u^ual  period  of  coQvaJeeeence^ 
though  free  from  fever,  made  almost  no  progrf.'as  t^  veeorery. 
One  of  them,  while  under  the  disease,  was  very  deliriottak  aad 
cried  or  screamed  incessantly  \  be  was  deaf^  passed  numefoiis 
black  stools,  and  h<id  derived  some  relief  from  blistering.  AU 
though,  after  the  fever,  he  took  his  iood  well  for  some  vireeksy 
he  gamed  n«:ither  strength,  nor  appear«mce(  his  skin  was  hard,  bis 
bowels  loose,  and  his  temper  peevish  : — rafter  losing  a  few  omices 
of  blood,  be  was  daUy  nourished  by  his  food,  the.  diarrhea  ti^ 
stantly  ceased,  and,  from  being  extremely  emaciated,  he  beeaiK# 
soon  plump  and  healthy.  Another  was  (reed  from  general  df» 
bility,  and  cured  oi  cuugbt  by  the  detraction  of  eight  ouncea  of 
blooid.  A  third  continued  to  languish  without  aay  particulaf 
complaint  $  bm  gradually  attained  he  ilth  %nd  strength,  after  a 
moderate  bleeding.  In  the  other  two,  who  were  young  aien» 
about  (iiteen  years  of  age,  the  appetite  and  healthy  appearance 
returned  \  but  they  continued  stationary  with  respect  to  strength, 
an  >,  though  able  to  work  a  little,  were  soon  fatigued.  BIoo«i* 
letting,  to  the  extent  ot  nine  ounces,  was  followed  by  the  same 
happy  effects  as  in  the  three  preceding  cases,  and  one  of  tkese 
pati9nta  was  almost  instantly  relieved  from  a  strong  palpitatioft 
at  the  heart,  a  symptom  which  t  ha*  e  observed  \^  other  cases  as 
a  sequel  to  fever.  Of  these  five  paiieius,  only  one  was  bled 
during  the  course  of  the  fever. 

Though  fever  sometimes  proves  a  cure  for  other  dieeases^  yet 
we  oitLU  hear  patients  date  the  commencement  of  aonoe  chronic 
complaint,  as  headache,  dyspnoea,  palpitati^  a  of  the  heart,  dyspep- 
sia, wandering  pnins,  &c.  from  the  period  when  they  laboured 
under  fever,  which  will  generally  be  found  to  have  been  slow  in 
its  progress,  imperfect  ir  its  crisis,  with  a  tedious,  incomplete 
lecovery.    Nature  could  not  repair  the  injury^  or  remove  the 

obstructioD 
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obstinctioQ  by  bar  feeble  febrile  efforts.  Migbt  not  tbe«e  enli^ 
in  many  instances,  )>e  averted  t^y  the  safe  and  simply  means  em* 
ployed  in  the  preceding  cases,  when,  after  removing  a  sligbt 
load,  the  system  seemed  to  start  .info  renewed  Jife  and  vigour. , 
It  will  be  fortvn^e  if,  in  this  manner,  much  of  the  suffering 
and  disease  which  then  originate  to  embitter  human  life,  can  be. 
prevented. 

Few  situatioas  are  more  disagreeable  to  a  medical  practitioner^ 
than,  after  having  attended  the  progress  of  an  acute  disease,  tp , 
set  his  patient  long  in  attaining  a  confirmed  state  of  health,  or 
his  sfuffcrkigs  renewed  by  relapse.     Protracted  convalescence^, 
and  felapsc,  in  most  cases,  are  occasioned  by  irritation  of  the 
stomach  or  bowels,  and  by  exposure  to  cold.     In  the  tender, 
state  of  the  chvlopoetic  organs  after  fever,  there  is  often  too  great 
a  craving  for  food,  and  patients  are  apt  to  be  injured  by  a  small 
quantity  of  animal  food,  or  by  lighter  diet  in  too  great  quantity. 
The  danger  of  indulgence,  or  from  cold  exposure,  is  great,  and 
patients  should  be  strongly  forewarned  of  the  consequences* 

Fevers  are  generally  dangerous  only  in  proportion  to  the  de« 
gree  of  local  affection,  which  is  often  in  a  great  measure  over- 
feokcd  in  the  first  attack,  but  is  more  strikingly  displayed  •  in 
relapse.  In  such  cases,  although  local  inflammation  may  not 
assume  that  decided  character  which  it  does  in  a  more  vigorous 
state  of  the  system,  yet  the  progress  is  sometimes  not  less  rapid, 
and  the  danger  is  as  much  to  be  dreaded.  Indeed,  no  small  part 
oi  the  danger  arises  from  the  little  suspicion  of  the  possibility  of 
its  existence  which  prevails  among  medical  men,  who  are  toa 
reluctant  to  employ  the  effectual  means  of  counteraction.  I 
have  seen  it  prove  fatal,  in  the  various  forms  of  phrenitiS| 
•pneumonia,  gastritis,  enteritis,  pulmonary  consumption,  and 
marasmus-  Dissection  of  those  who  die  of  relapse  seldom  fails 
to  discover  traces  of  inflammation,  which  most  frequently  has  had 
its  seat  in  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  In  those  who  con<% 
tinue  to  linger,  after  the  febrile  symptoms  have  subsided,  some 
larking  organical  affection,  originating  from  errors  in  diet  smd 
exposure  to  cold|^  may  generally  be  discovered. 

Recovery  from  fever  may  be  greatly  accelerated,  and  the. 
danger  of  relapse  lessened,  by  carefully  swathing  the  body  with 
flannel,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  Dr  White,  and  so  exten* 
sively  as* well  as  successfully  employed  by  Dr  Dewar  for  the 
cure  of  dysentery.  Its  good  effects  are  the  support,  and  equably 
temperature  it  afiords  the  body;  and  the  preservation  or  restoration 
of  die  fuactions  of  the  skin.  This  practice  has  been  found  be^ 
neficial  in  the  continued  fever  of  this  country,  by  a  gentleman 
vriM>  Im  bad  poich  experience  o£  its  efficacy  i  and  this  may  be 
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reasonably  expected,  when  it  is  considered  that,  besides  the  ad« 
Tantages  of  repose,  the  external  warmth  of  bed-clothes,  by  re- 
storing the  cutaneous  discharge,  does  frequently  more  gocNl  in 
disease  than  all  other  curative  means. 

It  would  be  travelling  beyond  the  limits  of  this  communica- 
tion, to  enter  into  any  speculation  respecting  the  employment  of 
the  same  means  in  some  cases  of  lingering,  undefined  complaints, 
which  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  usual  remedies.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, resist  this  opportunity  of  hinting  at  the  utility  of  moderate 
Ueedings,ln  relieving  the  symptoms,  and  in  aiding  other  remedies 
employed  for  the  cure  of  that  slow  febrile  state  of  body,  which 
attends  many  chronic  ailments,  and  precedes  most  consumptive 
diseases. 


Medkal  Report^  By  James  Clarke,  M.D.  late  Physician  f 
the  Nottingham  General  Hospital,  and  the  Vaccine  Institu- 
tion \  now  Resident  Physician  at  Sidmouth. 

Dear  Sir,— ^Obliged  by  long  and  serious  indisposition  t% 
change  my  residence  for  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  this  commu- 
nication will  be  the  last  of  that  scries  of  '^  Medical  Reports  for 
Nottingham,"  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  vou. 
This  paper  begins  with  observations  and  cases,  illustrative  of  the 
table  of  diseases  already  published  in  the  26th  number  of  the 
Journal,  followed  by  an  account  of  the  epidemic  constitution 
irom  April  1810  to  March  ISl  1 ;  to  which  is  appended,  the  Me- 
teorological table  for  that  period  ;  and  the  table  of  diseases,  as 
usual,  concludes  the  medical  report  for  Nottingham. 

In  the  month  of  August,  I  commenced  my  meteorological  re« 
marks  in  Sidmouth,  from  which  I  promise  myself  considerable 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  Much  has  been  said  on  the  mildness 
of  the  climate  of  our  southern  coast ;  but  I  have  not  met  with 
any  correct  minutes  on  the  temperature,  from  which  a  just  com- 
parison could  be  drawn.  The  observations  in  which  I  am  now 
engaged,  are  exactly  on  the  same  plan  as  the  meteorological  jour- 
nals I  have  kept  for  the  last  six  years  at  Nottingham,  and  will 
with  them  hold  a  just  comparison  I  send  you  a  table  for  the 
last  year,  beginning  with  April,  in  continuation  of  the  table  al- 
x^Am  introduced  %  but  two  months  are  unavoidably  lost^  and  the 
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last  four  months  only  are  for  this  place,  of  which  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  give  you  a  brief  sketch. 

^  L'ayantage  extreme  eu  meme  Im  nectsntif  indispensable  des  descrijitioRt 
ispographiques,  a  ^e  toujours  vivement  senti  poor  senrir  de  base  a  IHustiHre 
des  maladies  regnantes  dans  un  lien  detcnnine.  PiVBU    . 

Sidmouiht  a  small  market-town,  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  yale. 
on  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  and  receives  its  name  from  a  small 
river  which  runs  by  the  town  into  the  sea*  It  is  15  miles  from 
Exeter,  9  trom  Honiton,  and  159  from  London.  It  is  bounded 
by  long  lofty  hills,  which  form  its  eastern  and  western  sides  \  to- 
wards the  north,  it  is  screened  by  the  Gittisham  and  Honiton 
hills,  but  completely  open  to  the  south,  where  the  sea  forms  a 
small  bay,  lying  nearly  in  the  middle  of  that  large  bay,  which 
is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Start-point.  Among  the  places  on  our  southern  coasts 
Tecommended  for  the  retreat  of  the  consumptive  and  debilitated^ 
none  possesses  advantages  equal  to  Sidmouth.  Its  very  sheltered 
situation  is  of  great  moment  %  but  it  justly  claims  pre-eminence 
over  every  other  on  the  coast,  for  the  clearness  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  tht  total  absence  of  fog  s  circumstances  well  worth  the 
serious  attention  of  the  invalid.  The  hedges  of  Devonshire  are 
high  and  full  \  the  walks  and  rides  in  the  vicinity,  of  Sidmouth^ 
arc  therefore  most  agreeably  sheltered.  *<  In  the  vernal  and  au- 
tumnal pans  of  the  year«  the  numerous  lanes,  which,  intersect 
and  divide  this  rich  valley,  are  truly  delightful ;  the  country 
then  seems  one  universal  garden  *!*  To  the  little  publication 
from  which  the  above  passage  is  quoted,  I  must  refer  you  for, 
further  information  ;  my  object  is  merely  to  give  you  a  slight  to- 
pography  of  the  place. 

Before  I  conclude,  however,  I  shall  make  some  further  remarks 
on  the  meteorological  table.  The  thermometers  are  in  a  north- 
em  exposure ;  the  lowest  degree  of  temperature  is  ascertained  by 
a  register  thermometer  on  Six's  construction,  and  can  only  be 
compared  with  observations  in  which  this  instrument  is  employ* 
ed.  The  observations  on  the  barometer  and  day  thermometer 
are  made  about  two  o'clock.  I  think  it  necessary  to  point  out 
these  circumstances,  to  prevent  erroneous  conclusions  being  made 
from  a  comparison  with  other  meteorological  tables. — ^I  am, 
.   Pear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Clarcje. 
To  Dr  Duncan^  Jumon 

liEDlCAt 
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iUermittititei-'^Ot  the  fourteen  cases  marked  in  the  table% 
lodr  occurred  in  soldiers  from  Wakberen,  who  finally  returned 
to  their  regiments  apparently  cured,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  say  by  what  plan  of  treatment  i  they  all  had  symptoms  of  vis- 
eeral  disease,  and  did  not  bear  bark  until  the^c  symptoms  were 
remoTcd.  No  subsequent  report  has  been  received  of  these  pa- 
dentSi  so  that  there  is  no  assurance  that  they  did  not  experience 
that  relapse  so  justly  dreaded  in  this  disease.  The  other  patients 
were  restored  to  health  by  the  usual  practice. 

Diabetes. — Both  these  cases  occurred  in  children  of  the  same 
f»mily»  which,  from  the  number  of  sufferers  in  this  disease^  imgbt 
be  called  a  diabetic  family. 

Cepbalaa.^-^A  young  female,  who  had  been  subject  to  hemi- 
crania,  fell  down  several  stairs  and  pitched  on  her  head ;  she  was 
taken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  for  some  time  was  not 
conscious  of  her  situation,  but  repeatedly  complained  of  her  head» 
and  referred  always  to  one  spot.  No  fracture  or  depression  of 
the  cranium  could  be  felt,  nor  was  there  any  wound  of  the  Lnte- 

f;uments.  The  pain  was  constant,  with  nearly  equal  violence, 
n  three  or  four  days  the  integuments  were  puffed  up  at  the  fan 
on  which  she  fell,  and  much  pain  was  produced  on  pressure. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  whole 
surface  of  it ;  the  bowels  were  repeatedly  emptied  hy  brisk  pur- 
gatives. By  this  treatment,  in  a  short  time,  all  symptoms  of  dis- 
ease disappeared. 

Tympanites  Intejtina/is. — ^This  was  a  well-marked  instance  of 
this  severe  disease,  in  a  female  of  37.  She  had  been  some 
months  ill ;  the  bowels  were  distended  to  a  considerable  degree 
with  ahr,  and  very  strong  smelling  frothy  feces  i  the  whole  arch 
of  the  cofon  could  be  distinctly  traced  by  the  fingers,,  in  fact  al- 
most by  the  eye ;  the  pain  arising  from  this  distension  was  at 
times  almost  insupportable^  and  only  relieved  by  passing  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  fetid  gas.  By  the  use  of  antispasmodics  and 
aperients,  she  was  very  much  relieved,  when  she  ceased  to  be 
under  the  reporter's  care. 

Phlegmatia  dolens^^^This  affection  was  attributed  to  imprudent 
exposure  to  cold  immediately  after  delivery.  The  disease  was  re* 
moved  by  small  doses  of  calomel  and  squill. 

HydrotAorax."  'the  following  case  was  successfully  treated 
vith  calomel  and  squill. 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabbth  Gollingham,  set.  40,  M.  was  admitted  a  patient 
September  19th  1H09.    Complaining  of  pain  and  oppresaion  at 
chest ;  short  cough  ;  dyspncea  ;  can  only  lie  whilst  making  con- 
siderable pressure  on  the  chest ;    constant  palpitation ;   pulse 
sharp  but  regular;  starts  in  her  sleep}  passes  but  little  urine; 
^Mlomen  a  little  swelled}  catamenia  regular }  bowels  regular} 
has  been  ill  six  months. 
Sumat  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  jiss  eras  mane. 
]g;  Hydrar  submuriat.  gr.  i. 
Sctllse  pulv.  gr  iij. 

Confect.  sennas  q.  s.  ut  f.  pii.  nocte  maneque  sumenda* 
September  28. — ^Has  ptyalismi  in  other  respects  the  same. 
Omittr.  medtcamem. 

Sumat  cochL  ij.  larg.  mixt.  aromat.  ter  indies. 
October  !£.— Reports  much  pain,  particularly  in  the  loins ; 
bowels  obstinately  costive. 

Spmat  mixt.  purg.  com.  gij.  2da  quaque  hora,  dontc  puigai* 
verit.    Rep.  pil.  hydrar.  subm.  et  scillae. 
October  26th. — Dyspnoea  removed,  but  little  cou^,  free  from 
pain,  or  palpitation  of  the  hean }  passes  plenty  of  urine,  but 
still  complains  of  pain  in  the  loins }  bowels  regubHT, 
Persi^stat  in  usu  piL 

November  9th Considerably  better. 

Persistat  in  usu  pil. 
November  2SJ. — Reports  very  much  troubled  with  the  coo(^. 
Persistat  in  usu  pil. 
Habeat  decoct,  lini  ad  libitum. 
December  I4fth. — Complains  only  of  coi^. 

Persistat  in  usu  pil.  hydrar.  submuriat. 
7a0«iirj^  25th  1 8 10.  -  Dismissed  cured. 

The  salutary  effects  of  the  treatment  was  soon  evident  In  this 
case,  after  the  mouth  became  affected  $  the  symptoms  gradually 
receded ;  and  the  patient  ceased  to  attend  the  hospital,  having 
no  further  occasion  for  medical  assistance. 

The  two  following  cases  of  the  same  disease^  were  cored  by 
digitalis: 

1.  John  Allan,  acta.  84,  soldier,  was  admitted  a  padent,  De« 
cemberSth  1809.  Complaining  of  much  cough}  pain  at  the 
diest ;  difficulty  of  breathing ;  pain  in  the  bowels  }  furred 
tongue  }  quick  and  feeble  pulse ;  legs  swell  towards  ni^t  ; 
bowels  regular.  Has  been  ill  six  months,  and  attributes  his 
complaint  to  sleeping  on  the  ground  at  night,  during  the  canv- 
paign  in  Spain. 

Smnat  ij.  pulv.  emetic  vespere* 

Sumat  pulvt  febrifuge  ter  iodic* 

Dicemiet 
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December  7th* — Vomit  operated. freely,  and  has  reliered  the 
breathing  s  cough  the  same  i  pain  at  the  chest  and  bowels  irndi* 
minished ;  bowels  open. 
Persistat  in  usu  pulr. 
Applic.  emplast.  lyttse  sterno. 
December  14/A.— Pain  moderated  by  the  blister ;  cough  and 
dyspnoea  continue ;  he  says  he  can  feel  the  motion  of  water  in  Us 
chest ;  bowels  open  and  free  from  pain ;  urine  in  small  quantity  i 
cannot  rest  long,  but  on  his  left  side ;   startings  in  his  sleep  ; 
much  dreaming  ;  weight  and  tightness  across  the  chest ;  palpita- 
tion i  oedema  of  the  feet ;  pulse  very  quick.    Omit  the  powders. 
1^1  Digitalis  pulv.  gr.  iS. 

Potass%  supertar.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  nocte  maneque  su« 
mendus. 
Sumat  5iss.  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  eras,  sumend.  mane. 
D^r^m^r  2  lx/.~Complains  of  faintness  and  lowness,  which  he 
attributes  to  his  medicine  ;    dyspnoea  moderated ;    cough  in- 
creased ;  other  symptoms  the  same. 
Contr.  pulv.  digital. 
December  28th. — ^No  amendment.   Persistat  in  usu  pulv,  Rept. 
pulv.  purg.  eras  mane. 

Jameary  4tth  lSlO.*^Much  the  same.  Persistat  in  usu  med. 
JcMuary  25/&— Can  lie  down  with  more  ease,  but  is  much 
disturbed  in  the  night  with  violent  coughing  ;  still  starts  in  his 
sleep,  but  seldom  dreams ;  but  little  inconvenienced  by  palpita* 
tion  \  pulse  small,  feeble,  and  quick,  but  regular ;  urine  small 
in  quantity.    Omit  the  powders. 

9»  Digitalis  pulv.  gr.  j.  j 

Potassae  supertar.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  nocte  maneque  sh- 
mendus.  j 

Sumat  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  5iss.  bis  in  septimana.  | 

Habeat  decoct,  lini  ad  libitum.  j 

February  8^.-^Habeat  in  dies   spirit,    juniper  comp.    (gin 
punch)  Ibss.  ' 

February  7M.— •Continues  to  get  better*   Persistat  in  usu  med. 
February  \9th. — Sumat  mist,  ferri  comp.  cochl.  iij.  larg.    tei 
indie.     Persistat  in  usu  pulv.  ' 

.  March  7rA.— ^mitt.  mixt.  ferri  comp.  Persistat  in  usa  pulv. ' 
digit.  Applic.  emplast  lyttse  scrobic.  cordis.  Sumat.  mixt.  xnu- 
cilag.  tussi  urgenti.  ' 

March  I9th. — Continues  improving.    Persistat  in  usu  medi- ; 
cam. 

March  29rt. — I^irmissed  cured* 

The  disease  was  in  this  instance  the  sequel  of  a  typhus  fever, ' 
arising  from  great  fatigue^  in  the  retreat,  of  the  army  uoder  StVJ 

.  JohiJ 
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John  Moore.    The  disease  was  completely  removed  by  the  prac- 
tice employed)  yet  his  constitution  was  so  much  impaired,  that' 
he  was  totally  unfit  for  active  service. 

2.  Hezckiah  Quirstam,  accat.  52,  waggoner,  was  admitted  a 
patient,  December  5,   1809.      Cimplaioing  of  violent  cough, 
with  copious  expectoration,  the  sputa  streaked  with  blood  ;  pain  in 
the  left  shoulder }  furred  and  tremulous  tongue ;  much  dyspncea  ; 
fe<^ble  pulse;  cedenu  of  the  legs  towards  night;    extremities 
cold ;  bowels  regular.     Has  been  ill  one  month,  and  was  af« 
flicted  with  a  similar  disease  last  winter. 
Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic,  vespere. 
Sumat  cochl.  iij.  larg.  mixt.  myrrh,  comp.  ter  indies. 
December  i4//i.— -Vomit  operated  freely;  continues  much  the 
same. 

Persistat  in  usu  mixt. 
December  21//."— 'Oyspncea  undiminished  ;  cannot  rest  on  his* 
back,  but  lies  chiefly  on  his  left  side ;    cough  very  short  and 
troublesome  *,  is  not  troubled  with  unpleasant  dreams  or  start- 
ings,  but  sleeps  ill ;  urine  in  proper  quantity ;  no  osdema  of  the 
legs  ;  bowels  regular ;  extremities  always  cold ;  pulse  regular. 
]^  Digitalis  pulv.  gr.  ss. 
Potass«  supertar.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  nocte  maneque  sa« 
mendus. 
Sumat  giss.  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  eras  mane. 
Dseember  28M.-^Dyspna;a  nuxlerated ;  cough  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  medicam. 
January  11/^.— In  some  respects  better;  bowels  regular. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  SM.—- Much  better. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  22i.«»-Convalescent. 

Persistat  in  usu  med. 
March  22 J.— Free  from  complaint.--»DixiiM//<ur. 
In  this  case  the  disease  may  be  considered  more  as  the  sequel 
of   pneumonia,  than  idiopathic  hydrothoraz  ;  the  man  was  re- 
stored to  perfect  health. 

The  following  severe  and  fatal  case  of  erysipelas  occurred  in 
an  old  soldier,  who  had  been  much  afflicted  with  repeated  at- 
tacks of  acute  rheumatism. 
I 

John  Dixon,  aetat.  57,  M.  frame  work  knitter,  was  admitted  a 
patient.  May  30th  180d.    His  face,  head,  and  arms,  are  covered 
p^ritha  rose-coloured  erythema,  and  appear  much  swelled;  he 
compl2|insof  the  weight  of  his  head,  and  tightness  across  the  da^ 
^  Tides ',  pulae  s6ft|  and  moderately  full ;  bowels  regular. 

Has 
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.Has  been  ill  two  moiuhss  knows  no  cause;  has  been  three 
times  bled»  and  taken  many  medicines. 
Tj»  Injfus.  sennx 
Aq.  purae  aa  |iiifi. 
Suipnat.  magnes.  %\. 
Mannae  :ss. 

Antim.  tart.  gr.  M.  f.  mikt.  sumat  cochl.  iij.  lai:;g.  tertia 
quaque  bora  donee  purgaYerit. 
Juni  1//.— Stools  passed  involuntariljr  %  pulse  feeble  ;  tongue 
fiured  \  pus  collected  round  the  lower  eyelids. 

Sumac  cochl  iij.larg.  decoct,  cinchon.  comp.  4taquaque  bora. 
June  Sd. — But  little  alteration.     Persistat  in  usu  mist. 
Sumat  Sij.mixtpttrg.cras  mane  etltda  quaque  hora  repetend. 
doneo  porgaverit.    Applic  emplast,  Ijxxrt  inter  scapulas  ttatim. 
June  7/^— Blister  has  acted   well;    erysipelas   diminished; 
liands  much  swelled ;   pulse  feeble ;   but  little  urine  $  1x>wels 
coative.  ^ 

Sumat  eras  mane  ol  ricini  opt.  §j. 
Habeat  yin.  rubr.  Lusitan.  Jit.  indies. 
Peraistat  in  usu  mixt,  cinchon. 
June%tL — Castor  oil  operated  freely  i  blister  healing ;  ery«i« 
pelas  diminished  \   hands  continue  swelled.     Persistac  in  usu 
medicament. 

June  iOtb. — Erysipelas  much  diminished  ;  complains  of  dtfE* 
culty  in  swallowing,  and  great  debility  {  pulse  moderately  full ; 
has  nad  no  atool  since  the  operation  of  the  oil.  Omitt.  mizt. 
cinchon. 

]^  Hydrar.  subnuriat.  gr.  iij. 
Rhcei  pulv;  gr.  x. 

Aq.  pur.  q.  s.  ut  f.  pil.  ij.  eras  mane  sumenda. 
"^  Aq.  purxy  Mucilag.  acaciae  gum.  aa  $v. 
Acid  nitrici  sij. 

Syrup;  simp.  Tinct,  cinchon.  comp.  aa  |ij.  ML  aumat 
pocttlum  subinde. 
Persistat  in  usu  yini. 
June  12/A.^»-Deghuition  has  become  more  difficult ;  debility 
0uch  increased.     Omit  the  mixture. 

To  have  an  enema  with  §vj  of  decoction  of  bark,  and  a   teac 
cupful  of  yrast  every  four  hours. 
To  continue  the  wine. 

The  symptoms  of  debility  increasing,  be  gradually  expired  in 
the  course  of  the  night. 

When  this'  man  first  ipught  medical  assistance,  the  inflaomia* 
tory  action  was  very  strong,  and  gave  too  much  reason  to  fear  an 
ituck  of  phrcnicisi  which  waa  preyented  only  by  a  copioua 

'  UeedtDg : 
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bleeding :  the  diieatei  liowever»  still  comiaaed  ks  cowie.  AU 
though  the  erysipelas  externally  was  diminithed,  the  whole  tract 
of  the  aliriieatary  canal  became  more  and  more  affected,  and 
was  not  alleviated  by  any  of  the  remedies  that  were  employed* 
The  body  was  not  allowed  to  be  opened.    ^ 

Many  cases  hare  been  inserted,  in  the  different  periodical 
publications,  to  shew  the  active  property  of  the  essential  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  destroying  worms.  The  following  may  be  added  to 
the  facts  in  favour  of  this  remedy. 

Sarah  High,  aetat.  27,  S.wasadmitted  a  patient,  December  5th 
18<I9.   Compbining  of  violent  pain  iH  the  bowels  %  much  thirst ; 
headacb ;  fevered ;  furred  tongue ;  much  cough ;  bowels  regu* 
lar;  catamenia  regular. 
Has  been  ill  two  months.  - 
Sumat.  ] j  ol  ricini  opt.  statim. 
Sumat.  puiv.  febrif.  ter  in  die. 
December  7th. — Castor  oil  operated  freely;  has  but  little  di* 
minuttoa  of  pain  i  less  headache ;  ibirst  and  fever  the  same ; 
cough  more  f  uli»  with  copious  expectoration.    Fersistat  in  usu 
pulv.  febfif* 

1^  Hydiar.  submuriat. 
Ipecacuan.  aa  gr.  j* 

£itfacc.  hytecyami  gr.  vj.  M.  f.  pU  ij.  omni  noctc  ^- 
mendae. 
Deeemier  14M.— No  amendment. 
'  Pcrsistaf  in  usn  medic. 

Decemier  iSih^ — Cough  very  troublesome ;  vision  much  af- 
fect^ by  the  hyoscyamus.     Omitt.  medic. 

Stiiiiat.  jss.  pulv.  acaciae  comp.  ter  indies. 
.' Applic.  cn^aslu  lyttx  sterno. 

Jamtarf  ^tb  1810.— Pain  moderated ;  cough  no  better. 
.  Feristat  in  osu  medic 
Jemuarj  \  11^.'— Cough  very  severe* 

,  Fersistat  in  usu  med. 
Jamuary  85<&.«-Symptons  undiminished. 

Persisiat  in  usu  medic. 
February  li/. --Cough  still  urgent ;  has  epistaxis. 
Omitt.  medic. 

Somat.  sj-  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  eras  mane. 
H^  Magnes.  sulphat  Jj. 
Infus  rosae,  §xvj.    M.  f.  mixtura  cujus  sumat  cochU 
it],  hug.  ter  indies^  ^ 

FAruarj  8M. — ^l-urgative   gave   relief  |  epistaxia   removed  i 
eoog^  moderated.    Fersiatat  in  usu  medic. 

▼OL.  Till.  KO.  80.  %  Mareb 
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March  8M.,— -Has  continued  much  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  medicam. 
March  2bth. — Complains  of  much  pain  in  the  left  clavicle. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic.      Rept.  pulv-  purgans  eras  mane. 
Jpril  5th. — ^Has  passed   an   extraordinary  quantity  of  small 
worms ;  much  dyspnoea ;  short  cough,  and  gnawing  padn  at 
stomach* 

Omitt.  medic* 
]g»  Pil.  aloes  cum  myrrh. 
Ferri  carbonat. 
Extract,  gentian  aa  3j. 

Ol.  rutae  gutt.  xij.  M.  f.  pil.  36,  quarum  ^umat  tij. 
bis  indies. 
Jlpril  I9th. — ^Passes  worms. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
May  %d, — ^Continues  to  pass  worms ;  much  cough. 

Omitt.  medic.    Sumat.  cochL  j.  larg.  ol.  Terebindi,  essent.. 
statim  et  eras  maiie. 
Mty  Itk — ^The  turpentine  blistered  the  mouth  and  throat ; 
occasioned  much  nausea,  headache;  general  distress  and  fits ;  the 
cough  increased ;  much  thirst }  has  passed  many  dead  worms. 
Sumat  ol.  Ricini  opt.  |ss.  altera  quaque  mane, 
Mfiv  18/;^.*— Continues  to  pass  worms. 

Sumat  cochl  lij.  )arg  mixt.  salin.  cs|mph.  ter  indies. 
May  Sljf.— Has  passed  a  considerable  quantity  of  worms,  and 
feels  completely  relieved ;  free  fromi  complaint.     Dismissed. 

This  woman  had  often  been  a  patient  of  the  hospital,  for 
symptoms  similar  to  what  she  related  on  her  admisdoo  this 
time.  Her  general  form  was  that  observed  in  those  dispOMd  to 
consumption,  and  her  complaints  had  so  much  general  resem- 
blance to  that  disease,  that  she  was  marked  as  one  who  would* 
sooner  or  later,  fall  a  sacrifice  to  it.  On  the  5th  of  April,  she 
first  mentions  having  passed  worms  s  indeed,  before  this,  they 
were  not  even  suspected ;  and  on  the  Sd  of  May  she  took  ^^ut 
half  an  ounce  of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentinoi  mixed  with 
honey :  die  effect  was  so  violent,  that  her  relatives  came  in  great 
distress,  with  the  remains  of  the  bottle  to  be  examined,  su^ect- 
ing  that  she  was  poisoned  by  some  mistake  in  the  medicine,  it 
is  proper  to  remark,  that  she  has  been  troubled  with  fits  bota 
her  childhood.  It  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  remedy  %  cne 
dose  proved  sufficiently  powerful  %  nor  has  she  experienced  any 
return  of  the  symptoms  until  this  month  (May  1811),  when  she 
again  complained  of  gnawing  pain  at  her  stomachy  short  dry 
eovgh,  &c.  The  turpentine  was  again  exhibited^  ^th  the  ^^d 
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effect  of  discharging  wonns,  and  removing  her  compUintB^  with* 
out  inducing  any  violent  eflRxts. 

The  Epidemic  ConsHtuiion^from  April  1810  to  March  1811. 
^^/._Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  2d,  8d»  8th,  17th,  and 
IJSth.  The  weather  of  this  month  was  unusually  fine.  The 
prerailtng  diseases  were,  pneumonia,  and  catarrh  i  scarlatina, 
with  and  without  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils,  and  cynanche  ton- 
sillaris without  eruption. 

Jftfy.— Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  Ist,  7th,  8th,  30th,  and 
21st  i  snow  in  the  night  of  the  4th,  and  ice  on  the  ground  an 
inch  in  thickness.  *rhe  prevailing  diseases  of  the  month  were 
synochus  or  common  fever,  particularly  among  children;  ophthaU 
mia^  and  epidemic  scarlatina. 

Phthisis^  that  dreadful  and  fatal  enemy  to  the  inhabitants  of 
manufacturing  towns,  presented  fifteen  subjects  in  this  month. 
A  near  view  of  the  manners  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  will 
in  a  great  measure  remove  any  surprise  that  the  actual  number 
dying  of  this  disease  might  excite. 

Juae. — Rain  fell  on  the  night  of  the  9th  and  19th;  a 
thunder  storm  on  the  26th.  The  prevailing  disease  of  this 
month  was  pneumonia  s  scarlaiitta  still  showed  itself.  One  case 
of  smaO^x  was  brought  into  the  town,  but  prevented  from 
spreading,  care  being  taken  to  vaccinate  all  those  persons  expos-  * 
ed  to  its  immediate  mfluence. 

Jtf^.^Rain  in  the  night  of  the   1st,  10th,   12th,   and  Idth  ; 
thunder  on  the   Ist  and  13th.   Two  more  cases  of  sinall-pox 
were  brought  into  the  town,  but  the  contagion  did  not  spread. 
Aug^, — 7%e  win4  chiefly  southerly  this  month )  was  unusual- 
ly healthy. 

&p/MiAfr.— Rain  in  the  night  of  the  21st,  and  28d. 
Satrlaiina  was  very  prevalent,  passing  through  whole  families  ; 
^t  was  attended  with  inflammation,  and  often  ulceration  di  the 
tonsils,  but  in  many  instances  much  inflammation  was  found  in 
the  tonsils,  unattended  by  rush.  The  scarlatina  towards  the  end 
of  this  month  often  terminated  in  inflammation  of  the  submaxil- 
lary and  parotid  glands,  which  generally  proceeded  to  suppu- 
ration. (Edema  of  the  extremities,  and  often  of  the  face,  suc- 
ceeded the  fever^  if  purgatives  had  not  been  employed :  it  was 
only  to  be  removed  by  a  course  of  purgatives,  whicn  in  no  in- 
stance increased  the  debility. 

&tn^fyts  and  synpehus  uifantum  were  also  prevalent  diseases 
of  this  month,  Chie  more  case  of  small-poz  was  brought  into 
^e  town  \  the  security  afibrded  by  vaccination  was  undiminished  ; 
tJie  disease  did  not  extend  to  another  individual. 

.  October 
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OcUhr.'-^Rdin  in  the  nights  of  the  leth,  17th,  ISth,  19th, 
20th,  21st,  and  27th }  snow  on  the  29th  v  the  wind  chiefly 
easterly.  Scarlatina  continued  through  this  month  with  an  in- 
creased violence,  and  pvoved  often  fatal ;  it  was  in  many  instances 
attended  with  cough.  Typhus  became  very  prevalent  and  very 
fatal }  in  many  cases  the  termination  was  unexpectedly  suddeo* 
Towards  the  end  of  the  month  the  disease  began  with  vomiting 
and  purging  ;  the  dianrhcea  was  not  moderated  by  opiates ;  smaS 
doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  was  found  the  most  effectual 
tveatment.     Synoihui  was  unusually  prevalent  and  severe. 

November. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  1st,  5th,  9th,  lOth, 
14th,  15th,  16th,  I7th,  18th,  20th,  and  29th  ^  wind  variable. 
TjphuSf  for  a  few  days  in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  was  at- 
tended with  pain  in  the  chest  and  sides,  but  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease,  as  well  as  of  the  scarleufever^  was  much  diminished. 

On  examining  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  of  hydrotho- 
ns,  a  calculus  was  found  in  the  gall-bladder,  the  existence  of  which 
was  not  suspected  \  it  ib  brown,  rough,  light,  and  friable,  but  not 
easily  fractured :  its  long  diameter  measured  one  inch,  short  di- 
ameter f  of  an  inch,  and  it  weighed  64  grains.  Dr  Lettsom  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  biliary  calculus,  discharged  by  the  rectum 
after  some  years  of  painful  suffering,  which  measured  in  length 
2 4  inches,  and  in  circumference  d|  inches,  and  weighing  one 
ounce,  two  dramS,  and  twenty-three  grains.  *<  It  had,"  he  says, 
<<  the  natural  appearance  of  a  brown  flint  stone,  though  of  less 
ponderosity,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  *." 

jD^r^w^fr.— Rain  in  the  night  of  the  Sd,  4th,  5th,  I2th,  22d, 
24th,  25ih,  26th,  and  27th  j  snow  in  the  night  of  the  9th,  and 
SOth ;  boisterous  westerly  winds.  This  month  was  generally 
healthy ;  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  scarlatina  and  cynanche  tonsil- 
laris were  met  with. 

January^  i  811. —Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  10th,  Ilth,  and 
Slst ;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  Sd,  4th,  15thj  27th,  and  30th; 
wind  chiefly  westerly,  and  often  boisterous. 

Pneumonta  and  Catarrh  were  the  prevalent  diseases  of  this 
month;  scarlatina^  rubeola,  and  typhus,  were  occasionally  met 
with.  Four  cases  of  variola  were  brought  into  the  tcwd,  but 
the  disease  did  not  spread  to  any  other  individuals. 

Ffbruary.^R^in  tell  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  2Sd ; 
snow  in  the  night  of  the  ISth,  and  I5th ;  the  wind  mostly 
westerly.  Caiarrhus,  synochus,  and  t^hus,  particularly  anting 
children,  are  the  most  prevailing  diseases.  Pertussis  and  scaria^ 
tina  appeared    sporadically.       The  tyjjhus  is  attended  with  a 

troublesome 
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tnmblesome  diarrhoea.  The  xlisease  has  its  origin  in  the  extreme 
distress  of  the  poor,  who,  not  being  able  to  purchase  wholesome 
foody  are  obliged  to  subsist  on  what  they  can  procure  to  satisfy 
the  call  of  hunger.  Many  hundreds  of  framrr^work-knitters  are 
oat  of  employ,  and  dependent,  with  their  families,  on  parochial 
relief.  So  much  distress  was  nercr  before  witnessed  in  tbe  stoclu 
ing  manufacture.  A  riotous  disposition  is  manifesting  itself  in 
the  town  and  county,  and,  if  relief  be  not  afforded,  the  consc« 
quences  must  be  dreadful.  The  last  severe  contagious  typhus  in 
Nottingham  was  in  the  season  of  great  scarcity  (1798).  There  is 
CTery  reason  to  fear  the  same  effect  may  be  produced  from  th« 
present  distress  of  the  labouring-poor.  It  is  generally  admittr^, 
that  typhus  is  never  more  virulent  and  contagieus}  than  when  at 
appears  among  the  impoverished  manufacturers. 

March. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  f  th,  6ch,  Tth,  and  21st  | 
the  wind  mostly  westerly. 

The  tifphus  fever  extended  its  ravages  during  this  month ;  the 
igtarrhal'fever  assumed  the  typhoid  character. 

Account  of  Baptisms  and  Burials  within  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, from  January  1st  1810»  to  January  1st  1811^  extracted 
from  the  parish  registers. 

Baptisms,  Males  649        Females  558        Total  1207 
Burials,     Males  4>67         Females  496         Total    963 
lacreased  in  Baptisms  64.    Increased  in  Burials  108. 

Mdeordf^gkal  TaUifor  Nottin^m^from  April  1810  to  Mar^i  181  !• 
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Annual  Results. 


Therm§meter.  Wind. 

Highest  observationi  82<>  Sept.  2.  £. 
Lowest  observation}  I?**  Jan.  29-  W. 
Greatest  range  in  24 

hours,  15oMayS,4yN.£. 

Axmual  mean,         46* 


Bartimeter. 
Highest  observadon, 

January  25, 
Lowest  observation, 

February  22, 
Greatest  range  in  24 

hoars.  May  20, 
Annual  mean. 


Wind. 
30.52  f.        W. 


28.85 

1.05 
29.78 


S. 


Weather. 
Fine, 
Rut, 
Wet, 


Da$s. 

177 

•       92 

96 


Wind. 
N. 

E. 
S.B. 


965     S. 


S.W. 
W. 

N.W. 


Timer. 

S3 
.       92 

27 
.      56 

47 

-  92 
51 

-  47 


Bmn.  Jnthu 

Greatest  quantity,  in  July,  3<85 

Smallest  quantity,  in  September,    .62 
Total  quantity  for  the  year,       23.39 
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Meteoroloffcal  TaUe^/rcm  April  to  December  1811. 


Months. 


Thermometer* 


Barometer. 


HlVcnther 


Winds. 


1811. 


NoUingham. 


2 

P 


i 

•s 


M  00 


ijii 


A.pril, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Sidmouth. 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


70«» 

74 
76 


55 
55 
45 
37 


10 
9 


30.10 
30.01 
30.18 


30.38 
30.25 
8a5l 


30.40 


29.06 
29.^9 
29.44 


29.22 
28.84 
29.40 
29.16 


29.66 
29.69 
29.83 


30.16 
29.75 
30.06 

29.84 


.46 
.51 
.31 


6 
11 
6  13| 


.51 

.75 

J60 


713 


8!  91 

7 

1 


2    316 


IQ 


The  uble  ofdiseases,  which  closes  this  report,  may  be  divided 

into  three  heads  of  practice  :-^  Patiente^ 

The  General  Hospital  received  1351 

The  Vaccine  Institution  406 

The  Reporter's  private  practice  693 


Total        2150 


Di9^9t5. 


Brongbt  OTer, 

Atrophia, 

Affthenia, 

Anasarca, 

BydrothonU, 

Ascites, • 

Iljrdrooele, 

ftachitb, 

Scrofula, •  •  • 

Syphilis, 

Ictertw, 

Ucheii  (Spring  eroplioa),. . 
jpmrigo  (universal  itching), 
lepra  (Grecian  leprosy), 

iP^orittis  (dry  tfettcr), 

lliibe#hi  (mcasfes), 

Scarlatina  (icarlct  fci^er), 

tJrticaria  (nettle  rash), 

Koseola  (rose  rtwh),  . . 

^rpora  (pnrple  rarti), 

^thmna  Cred  rash), . . 

ISrysiMilas  (St  Anthony's  fire), 

IttipeOgo  (rnnmng  tetter), 

Varioja  (small-pox), 

Scabi^  (itch), 

toTn$o  (scald-head), 

flb'pca  (ring  worm), . 

Varic^Ha  (chicken  Dox), 

Tacciala  (cow-pox), . 

thymi  (carbuncles), 

Wtgo 

Aitttnrosis, 

Envreiiis...... 

Dysnria, 

Gonorthcea, 

Amenorrhea, 

Calcutos, 

Strictara, 

Semia, 

llron^hocele, 

Tnmor, ••• 

Sdrrbas, . « 

Omc^, 

fiydatthru^,  ....... 

Ccfntaiio, -...^ 

t^ractnra,  ..•.•••* 
Lnxatio,  «•«..•«  •••  • « 
Ynlnlis,  »*•■••••«. 
Clcui^  ••••«••••••• 


7ABLB 

^DISEASES, 

Dl$Ed$£S.. 

Aqes^  un 

■n II    *             — 

• 

b 

10 

15 

30 

26 

3( 

36  4 

IntennitteiiteSy     •    •    •    •    • 

6 

3 

T>phus,  .*  /.'.*.  ;  ; 

S 

4 

a 

7 

5 

b 

1 

SyDochnsy 

3S 

19 

10 

U 

20 

\% 

21    1 

4^ 

17 

A 

Phlogosis 

S 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Apostema, 

3 

4 

s 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia,    ...... 

11 

« 

3 

3 

2 

2 

8 

Cynanche  tonsillaris,    •    .     • 

1 

a 

3 

3 

B 

1 

4 

Poeamonia, 

17 

3 

1 

6 

7 

& 

Bronchitis  asdienica,     •    *     , 

8 

3 

1 

Catarrhus. 

9 

A 

5 

.9 

6 

Phthisis, 

1 

3 

A 

0 

17 

11     1 

Peritooitis^ 

1 

Gastritis, 

Hepatitis,     ...... 

2 

Nephritb, 

Cystitis, 

1 

Rheumatismus, 

1 

A 

1 

/) 

2 

Arthrodynia, 

1 

1 

I 

4 

4 

Podagra, 

Arthropuosis, 

6 

1 

1 

Plearodynia,     .      .      .    •     . 

1 

1 

3 

Enterodynia, 

1 

3 

Hepatalgia,     ..... 

1 

3 

Nephralgia, 

1 

2 

Epistaais,     .     .     .    .    « 

Baemorrhois,     ....*. 

2 
2 

2 

Menorrhagia, 

<l 

4 

3 

Dysenteria, 

1 

Diarrhcea, 

3 

1 

] 

1 

5 

Apoplcxia  hydrocephalica,     . 

3 

Piralysb, 

] 

2 

2 

Gastrodynia,     .     .     .     ,    . 

2 

3 

Hypochondriasis,    .... 

I 

Dyspepsia,     .    :    .    .    .     . 

<i 

l7 

22 

17   S 

Conrnlsio,     .     ..... 

a 

1 

Chorea,     .!..#., 

o 

Epilepsia, 
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frhms  Siofmtchf  dnd  SirictUre  in  the  Cohn^  nviih  afpearances 
rtiott.    B7  JoilN  Holmes,  M.D.  Colcnin. 

*  M'CircAn,  aged  89,  by  occupation  a  fishcrmant  was 
d,  daring  the  summer  of  1809»  with  almost  all  the  symp* 
rere  dyspepsia ;  appetite  considerably  impaired }  nausea, 
tations,  flatulence,  and  frequent  vomitings  of  a  thin, 
]  (id  Sometimes  hot  and  acid  fluid.  He  al^  complained 
dia^  uneasiness  irt  the  region  of  the  stomach,  which 

piroduce  more  distress  than  I  have  witnessed  in  ordi- 
i  of  dyspepsia.  He  had  used  several  remedies  when  I 
Consulted  concerning  him,  from  wluch  he  experienced 

relief,  A  mixture  of  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  which, 
ler  medicines,  was  recommended  to  him,  produced  a 

alleviation  of  some  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms  ; 

not  seem  probable  that  the  disease  could  be  speedily 
tlly  removed,  by  any  means  which  were  then  had  re* 


>r  son^e  months  absent  from  the  countrv,  I  had  not  an 
y  of  seeing  him  again,  till  the  montu  of  February 
his  former  symptoms  were  now  greatly  aggravated ;  he 
ilmost  all  aliment,  and  complained  of  a  constal^t  and 
pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  from  which,  he  said,  he 
remission.  He  was  considerably  emaciated,  though 
nance  had  still  a  healthy  aspect ;  his  bowels  were  ge- 
t  from  any  extreme  of  looseness  or  constipation.  Dur- 
)nth  of  March,  he  made  trial  of  ahnost  all  those  medi- 
h  are  usually  administered  in  cases  of  severe  dyspep- 
hout  any  apparent  advantage;  he  also  frequently  used 
and  cold  baths,  with  no  better  success.  A  large  blis- 
ilied  to  the  epigastric  region,  by  which  Uie  pain  was 
a  time,  but  soon  returned  again  with  equal  severi-* 
tition  of  the  blister  was  strongly  recommended,  but, 
objections  mads  to  it  by  some  of  his  friends,  it  was 
ipplied.  The  oleum  ricini  was  sometimes  given^ 
ierate  doses :  this  was  the  only  laxative  which  he 
to  produce  any  efiect,  all  others  being  rejected  by 


h  a 
Itho 

lor  : 


^  ning  of  the  month  of  April,  all  medicines  were  de- 
'as  their  administration  produced  uneasiness,  and  af- 
forded 
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forded  not  the  slightest  relief.    The  disease  was  now  rapidly  ad- 
vancing ;   his  emaciation  became  alarming,  and  his  debilitv  so 
great,  that  he  could  not  arise  from  his  bed  :  his  bowels,  which 
were  formerly  in  a  moderate  state  of  laxity,  now  became  so  much 
so,  as  to  resemble  slight  diarrhou,  and  sometimes  matter  of  a 
bloody  appearance  was  discharged  by  stopK    The  pain  in  the  epi- 
gastric  region  became  more  excruciating,  and  continued  with 
equal  permanency.   He  also  complained  of  severe  pain  in  other 
parts  of  the  abdomen.  He  sometimes  felt  as  if  the  pain  was  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  abdomen,  but  more  frequently  along  the 
Course  of  the  cartil^es  of  the  false-ribs,   from  whence,  he  saidj 
he  felt  them  often  shooting  into  his  shoulders  and  arpis.    For 
some  time  previous  to  his  death^  however,  he  so  frequently  com- 
plained of  pains  in  almost  every  part  of  the  abdomen^  and  in  both 
bis  sides,  from  thence  shooting  in  various  directions,  that  it  would 
have  been  very  difficult  for  a  medical  observer  to  conceive  in 
what  particular  internal  part  the  disease  chiefly  prevailed,  ex- 
clusive of  the  epigastric  regiont  in  which  the  pain  still  continu- 
ed to  afflia  him  with  predominant  severity.    ^On  laying  my  hand 
over  the  epigastric  region,  where  the  pain  was  most  severe  dur- 
ing the  latter  months  of  his  complaint,  I  have  more  than  once 
perceived  a  gurgling  noise,  like  that  of  a  fluid  forcibly  driven 
through  a  narrow  aperture,  in  -that  part  of  the  abdomen  beneath 
my  hand.      This    symptom    was   somewhat  remarkable,   and 
tended  strongly  to  confirm  the  suspicions  which  I  had  previously 
entertained  concern ii^  the  precise  cause  of  his  disorder. 

Before  his  death  he  made  a  request  (very  surprising  indeed 
when  we  consider  the  prejudices  and  superstitious  notions  which 
generally  prevail  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  commupityi  and 
which  displayed  something  of  magnanimity)  that,  after  bis  disso- 
lution, his  body  should  be  opened,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  causes 
of  his  complaints. 

The  appearances  which  presented  ^emselves  on  dissection 
were  the  following^  The  skb,  abdominal  muscles,  and  jperito- 
nxum,  beii^  cut  through,  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  presented 
themselves  in  their  usual  situation.  On  examining  the  stooiach^ 
it  was  discovered^  that  the  coats  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  lo^w* 
er  half  of  that  viscus  were  prodigiously  thickened^  and  entirely  in 
a  scirrhous  condition. 

Nearly  that  half  of  the  circumference  of  the  pyloruSi  which  is 
a  continuation  of  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  stomach,  was  com- 
pletely scirrhous }  and  although  the  remaining  part  of  Ae  cir- 
oumference  of  the  pylorus  seemed  in  its  aatural  condition*  jtx 
the  calibre  of  the  passage  from  the  stomach  into  the  duodenum 
a{^eared  to  be  much  diminished.    The  cardia^  and  upper  part  of 

the 
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the  stomach  were  in  a  sound  state.  The  intestines  being  further 
ezaminedy  a  most  remarkable  stricture  was  found  in  the  great 
arch  of  the  colon.  The  situatioo  of  this  stricture  was  so  precise- 
ly in  the  centre  of  the  great  arch  of  the  colon  where  it  passes 
through  the  epigastric  region,  that  it  must  have  been  in  the  imme- 
diate  vicinity  of  the  pylorus ;  hence  it  is  obvious,  that  whether  the 
pain  which  the  deceased  experienced  so  serenely  during  his  life- 
time in  the  epigastric  region,  originated  from  the  stricture  in  the 
colon,  or  from  the  morbid  condition  of  the  tower  part  of  the  tte* 
math  and  pylorus,  it  mtist  by  him  have  been  constantly  referred 
to  the  same  seat.  A  considerable  quantity  of  feculent  matter 
was  found  to  have  accumulated  to  the  right  of  the  strktuve  in 
the  colon,  while  the  intestine  on  the  left  of  the  stricture  was 
nearly  ^mpty.  The  coats  of  the  colon  at  this  part  wei«  so  mor- 
bidly diickened  and  contracted,  that  the  little  finger  could  scarce- 
ly be  pushed  with  freedom  through  the  aperture  which  remain- 
ed for  the  passage  of  the  feces. 

The  mesentery  also  was  in  a  very  norind  stale ;  smart!  ctrculur 
spots  of  a  whitish  appearance  were  interspersed  over  the  great- 
est part  of  it :  when  these  spots  were  compressed  betwton  the 
fingers,  they  were  found  to  be  small  hard  bodies,  seeaingly  of  a 
cartilaginous  structure*     A  considerable  part  of  the  peritonseudi 
was  in  a  very  similar  condition ;  small  white  or  greyislh  spots 
were  thickly  interspersed   in  it,  but  they  were  not  so  hard  «r 
cartilaginous  as  those  of  the  mesentery  ;  they  seemed  to  partake 
of  the  same  ifaorbid  structure,  though  in  a  less  advanced  state. 
The  liver,  kidneys,  and  other  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
sound  state.    The  variety  of  symptoms  which  occurred  during 
the  Kfe  of  the  patient,  are  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  mor- 
bid appearances  which  presented  themselves  on  dissection.     It 
fxitght,  however,  be  proposed  as  a  query,  How  a  stricture  in  the 
great  arch  of  the  colon,  or  other  part  of  the  intestines,  exclusive 
of  tlie  pylorus,  could  be  ascertained  to  exist,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  by  its  own  proper  diagnostic  symptoms  ?     Practition- 
ers, in  general,  can  judge  with  tolerable  accuracy  concerning  At 
existence  of  scirrhous  pylorus  in  its  more  advanced  state ;  but  I 
am  afraid  that  strictures  in  other  parts  of  the  intestines,  not  uil* 
frequently  elude  the  penetration  of  the  most  diligent  and  accurate 
observers.     In  confirmation  of  this,  I  can  state  with  certainty, 
:liat  a  stricture  in  the  sigmoid  flexion  of  rfie  colon  has  sometimes 
>een   nistaken,  by  experienced  practitioners,  for  a  scirrhous  or 
raocerous  affection  of  the  womb.  It  may  be  observed,  in  conclu- 
ion,  that  we  are  equally  deficient  in  our  knowledge  of  any  medi- 
ines   capable  of  removing  strictures  in  the  intestines  in  their 
'ftere  advanced  state,  as  we  are  of  those  diagnostic  symptoms^  by 
'^liich  they  can  with  certainty  be  known  to  exist* 
CaUrain^  Deamber  14, 1811. 
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Casts  of  Efttph/sftnaj  cured  tfy  the  use  of  tiold  Applications.    By  P. 
JoHNsoN)  Surgeon^  Royal  Nsivy, 


H' 


Taving  some  years  ago  read  Mr  Geoghegan  of  Dublin's  me- 
'-  thod  of  reducing  inguinal  herniz,  in  which  he  uses  applica- 
tion of  cold  in  different  forms,  to  lessen  the  volume  of  air  con- 
tained in  the  intestine,  and  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  returning  the  intestine  into  the  cayity  of  the  abdomen, 
I  was  induced  to  try  the  efiecu  of  cold  both  crenerally  and  par- 
tially,  in  two  cases  of  emphysema  that  have  haf^ned  without 
any  evident  cause,  in  ships  I  have  served  in  during  the  last  two 
years.  Its  success,  in  these  two  cases,  may  render  them  worthy 
of  a  place  in  your  journal,  and  may  lead  to  farther  knowledge  ot 
a  diseases  whose  pathology  is  so  obscure. 

Thi  first  case  I  can  state  from  recollection  only,  the  journal 
of  it  being  sent  to  the  Transport-office,  and  I  havei  in  leaving 
the  vessel  in  which  it  occurred,  lost  the  day-book.    The  pa- 
tient was  a  prisoner  taken  at  Flushing,  a  soldier  in  the  French 
army,  a  Prussian  by  birth,  aged  about  twenty-six,  five  feet  five 
inches  high ;  a  good  small-swordsmant  but  positive  that  he  never 
was  wounded  in  that  exercise  \  often  subject  to  the  intermittent 
fever  of  Walcheren,  where  he  had  been  four  years,  and  rather 
debilitated.    In  June  1810,  when  in  the  Eloe,  Us  face  first 
swelled,  in  two  days  afterwards  his  scrotum,  and  in  five  days  his 
neck  and  breast  were  much  swelled  also  ;  some  cough.    About  a 
week  from  his  first  attack  his  feet  swelled,  then  every  part  of  the 
cellular  membrane  throughout  his  body  appeared  distended  with 
air  s  much  dejection  and  fear  of  summation,  though  he  could 
swsdlow  fluids  with  ease ;  his  pulse  was  full  and  slow.   Opium 
gave  him  relief}  the  tincture  of  digitalis  to  50  drops,  given 
uiree  times  a-day,  lessened  his  pulse  and  cou^.     He  tried  the 
cold  bath  once  a-day,  sometimes  in  the  mornings  sometioies  in 
the  evening,  with  great  relief;  did  not  cough  for  one  or  two 
hours  after  coming  out.    A  mixture  of  vinegar  and  salt*water,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  former  to  three  of  the  latter, 
was  applied  to  his  scrotum  by  a  cloth  kept  wet  with  it,  which, 
although  it  did  not  lessen  the  sixe,  yet  prevented  its  increase. 
Though  he  was  getting  better,  the  accommodations  being  bad, 
and  sUp  small,  I  was  ooliged  to  advise  to  send  him  on  abore 
"o  the  hospital  the  third  week  of  his  complaint. 

The 
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The  next  case  occurred  in  July  last,  off  Norwajr,  in  a  stout 
healthy  man,  aged  about  thirty-four,  who  had  been  a  sailor  up* 
wards  of  ten  years.  He  complained  of  both  calfs  of  his  legs 
being  much  swollen  with  some  fatigue  after  walking  ;  his  puUe 
regular,  I  gave  him  SO  grains  of  jalap,  with  directions  to  rub 
his  legs  with  warm  flannel  \  this  was  on  the  18th. 

14/i&.— Swelling  increased,  with  dyspnosaj  neck  swtUed  alao; 
pulse  full  and  soft.     Tinct.  digitalis  gtt.  40  nocte. 

ISth. — ^Tinct.  cont.  mane  et  nocte, 

\6th. — Dyspnoeg  less  i  pulse  soft  and  tbw ;  good  rest  |  stool* 
regular.  Crem.  tart.  siij.  aqux  Ibiij.  pro  potu  ordinario  %  Tmct. 
laven.  comp.  5j.  olei  mcnthae  pip.  gtt.  iv,  M.  nocte. 

l7lA.— Emphysema  general ;  scrotum  greatly  enlarged.  'Koct. 
dig.  gtt.  SO  mane,  et  tinctune  rhei.  f  j.  nocte, 

ISth. — Has  used  the  cold  bath  \  dYspncea,  or  cough,  betttr  af- 
ter its  use  i  setreral  loose  stoob.  Ether,  sulph.  gtt.  40,  tinct.  lar. 
3j.  M.  nocte. 

\^h.^>^ls  obliged  to. sleep  in  nearly  an  erect  position  $  dejec* 
tion  and  fear  of  suffocation  great ;  pulse  full  but  soft ;  cold  wa« 
ter  used  from  abdomen  upwards  in  the  morning,  and  from  ab- 
domen downwards  at  nigltt.  Cont  ether.  2.  p.  m.  hora :  dig.  et 
o^  tinct.  Hi.  gtt.  SO  M.  nocte. 

20/A. — ^Cont.  med.  ut  hcri|  et  aqua  frigida  marina ;  «  feels  a 
load/'  he  sajs,  *<  on  his  chest  ^  his  neck  is  much  swollen ;  erery 
part  of  his  oody  distended  with  air.  Cont.  tinct.  dig.  ter.  in 
die.  This  day,  in  the  morning,  stood  under  the  pump  from  salt 
water;  at  night  better, 

2\st. — Used  the  cold  water  at  8  p.m.}  better.  Cont.  dig. 
The  weather  being  warm,  and  no  thermometer  on  board,  I  can- 
not say  what  precise  degree  the  water  was ;  he  felt  it  very  cold^ 
he  neither  belched  wind  nor  passed  any  by  the  anus. 

2%d. — ^The  size  of  the  scrotum  less ;  his  cough  less ;  neck 
less  swelled  in  morning,  but  more  at  night.  C^nt.  tinct.  dig. 
Five  hours  sleep  last  night 

2Si/.— Cont  digitalis  tinct.  bis  in  die,  cum  t.  opii  gtt  SQ 
nocte. 

24/ik-.Better ;  pulse  natural;  has  omitted  the  cold  water, 
and  has  used  all  his  drink  cold.     Cont.  dig.  ut  heri. 

25th, — Scrotum  much  distended  $  keeps  it  wet  with  cold  wa- 
ter ;'  swallowing  less  difficult  %  complains  of  dysuria.  Ether,  ni^ 
tiosi  5j.  bis  in  die. 

26ih. — Dysuria  gone ;  ether  purged  him }  all  medicines  were 
omitted  ;  get  well  daily  to  the  8th  of  Augusty  when  he  was  dis- 
charged to  duty.  I  shall  only  remark  on  this  man's  case,  that  he 
was  better  after  the  cold  bath.  Two  or  three  times  he  conaplain- 

ed 
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ed  of  the  g«Aenil  affitfion  as  too  cold,  therefore  used  it  only  on 
b4f  his  body.  His  nights  were  always  restless ;  his  bowels  regu- 
lar} hk  palse  more  lull  than  natural,  though  not  hard.  Al- 
tluMigh  the  last  of  these  cases  was  the  worst,  neither  could  re- 
Main  in  bed  above  two  or  three  hours  at  a  time ;  warmth  in^ 
creased  the  volume  of  air.  The  digitalis  was  used  to  increase 
die  action  of  the  absoibents,  as  in  dropsy.  Having  never  seen 
a  case  of  the  kind  treated  by  any  other  person,  I  was  at  a  consi« 
derable  loss  how  to  act.  Books  ga^e  me  little  information. 
Unertms^  February  10,  1819. 


VIL 

MUcdlmnetus  CfmmmncatUns.    By  W.  Simmomsi  Surgeon, 

Manchester. 

\,  Ontm  An&maly  in  Vaccinathm, 

IK  medicine,  as  in  other  experimental  sciences^  tHe  imomaiies 
which  occur  in  practice  may  be  considered  useful,  in  as  much 
as  they  tend  to  establish  the  general  truth  contended  for,  by  par- 
ticularly distinguishing  the  exceptions  to  it.  This  position  will 
especially  apply  to  vaccination,  the  occurrence  of  the  small-pox 
after  which  has  recently  given  much  alarm,  and  produced  serious 
apprehension  widi  many,  of  the  permanent  security  sought  from 
^  vaccine  inoculation,  !t  is  my  wish  to  contribute  my  mite 
towards  the  removal  of  this  unfavourable  impression  ;  and  this  I 
hope  to  do,  in  some  degree,  by  a  plain  recital  of  the  foUowieg 
facts : 

On  the  8th  of  October  1811,  I  vaccinated  two  infants  for  Ae 
second  time,  after  an  interval  of  several  weeks  from  their  former 
^Faecination.  This  repetition  was  judged  expedient,  from  the  dis- 
ease having  passed  through  its  several  stages  with  unusual  rapidity, 
being  at  the  height,  in  one  instance,  on  the  eighth  day  from  the 
vaccination,  and  in  the  other  on  the  ninth — though  in  each  ^ 
appearances  on  the  arm  were  characteristic,  and  otherwise  satis* 
factory.  At  this  second  vaccination,  I  made  a  puncture  in  each 
arm  of  my  little  patients.  Next  day  each  puncture  exhibited 
signs  of  inflammation,  which  had  increased  on  the  day  following) 
but,  on  the  third,  the  inflammation,  instead  of  advancing,  was 
evidently  subsiding,  and,  in  a  few  days  more,  had  disappeared. 
I  conclude^  therefore^  that  the  former  vaccination  was  complete  \ 

and 


ISli.        Mr  Simmoni^/  Mimtlat§emi  C&mm$9mmiHir.  107 

and  that  the  rapidky  widi  Whtdi  ibk  daieate  hacl  pwed  Aroy^ 
its  several  stages,  constituted  enly  a  Taritty. 

With  the  point  of  the  lancet  charged  to  Tacciinte  one  cS  these 
young  subjects  the  second  time,  I  inadvertently  touched  my  left 
cheek,  but  not  so  deeply  as  to  draw  blood,  and  for  near  a  week  I 
thought  no  more  about  it.  What  I  considered  to  bo  a  pimple^ 
had  been  a  little  troublesome  for  several  days,  but,  expectong  it  t» 
go  away  again,  I  did  not  particularly  notice  it ;  nor  did  I  discover 
its  real  nature  ilntil  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  from  the  sk^ 
cideilt,  when  its  vaccine  character  was  too  evident  to  be  mistaken. 
For  two  or  three  days  preceding,  I  was  restless  and  thirsty,  my 
head  had  ached,  and  my  appetite  for  animal  food  was  gone  | 
but  the  cause  of  this  slight  indisposition  had  not  once  occurred  to 
me. 

From  this  time  the  vesicle  enkrged,  and  the  inflammation 
spread  in  the  usual  manner.  Oa  the  ninth  and  tenth  days  the 
tumefaction  was  consideraUe  \  the  glands,  at  the  angle,  and  under 
the  lower  jaw,'on  the  same  side,  were  sweUed  and  painful  ^  aad> 
on  the  tenth  day,  the  throbbing  pain  in  the  cheek  was  so  violent 
as  to  induce  me  to  concltuk  thait  an  abscess  would  form.  How* 
ever,  on  the  ekvemh,  all  the  symptoms  began  to  abate,  and 
thenceforward  gradually  subsided ;  and  the  erust  from  the 
vesicle  exfoliated  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month.  Wishing  the 
disea^  tO  pUrsue  its  own  course^  the  only  medicine  taken  was  a 
iitde  iulphatc  of  magnesia  to  moderate  the  seventy  of  the  pain  iis 
tbc  head ;  but  no  outward  means  whatever  were  employed. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  or  eighth  day  from  receiving  the  in* 
fection,  three  children  were  vaecinated  from  my  cheek,  at  tho 
infirmary,  and  they  all  took  the  cow*pox.  On  the  SSd  c^  Octo- 
ber, from  a  fine  vesicle  on  the  arm  of  one  of  these  children,  I  vac« 
cinated  a  private  patient,  an  infant,  and  she  passed  through  tbo 
disease  in  a  satisfactory  manner :  And  'here,  the  espernnenta 
ended.  On  th^  whole,  however,  I  may  be  permitted  to  oAr  n 
fevr  temarksu 

It  is  just  within  my  rscollectiofi,  that,  when  a  chUd^  I  bad  tho 
sinall-pox  in  the  natural  way,  and,  during  the  course  of  my  pro» 
fessional  life,  until  the  discovery  at  vaccination,  I  had  been  fre« 
quently  called  to  attend  on  persons  labouring  under  the  inocu^ 
lat«<i  and  natural  small-pox.    It  is  highly  probable,  therefore, 
that  my  constitution  wu  shielded  against  the  smallpox  coma-* 
giosa.    Proof  though  as  it  might  be  against  the  t ariolous  contn* 
giotif  it  still  remained  susceptible  of  the  vaccine  infection ;    and 
from  this  fact  an  inference  might  be  drawn  unfavourable  to  the 
iilen^y  of  the  two  diseases.    Indeed,  the  phenomena  of^the  small* 
pox  sod  of  the  cow-pos  sie  not  precisely  the  same,  though,  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  speaking,  the  system  is  left  in  the  same  state  bj  both; 
and  hence  an  identity  of  effect  on  the  constitution  may  be  justly 
inferred.  To  ascertain  this  point,  so  many  experiments  have 
been  instituted,  that  it  cannot  be  any  longer  doubtful.  It  is 
equally  ceitain  too,  that  the  small-pox  may  occur  twice  in  the 
same  subject ;  and  we  have  seen,  mat  a  person  who  has  had  the 
amall-por  will  receive  the  cow-pox,  and,  by  possibility,  the  for- 
mer disease  will  supervene  to  the  latter.  But  such  exceptions  to 
the  general  course  of  experience  ought  not  to  influence  the  con- 
dnct  of  the  practitioner,  who,  on  the  contrary,  wiU  rest  his  claim 
to  success  on  the  aggregate  of  facts,  and  not  on  the  exceptions 
to  it. 

2.  On  the  taility  of  Diuretics  in  Ulcers  situated' on  tie  bwrr  Ex' 
tremities. 

Among  the  means  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
sitYiated  on  the  lower  extremities,  to  which  wearers,  and  some 
other  labouring  classes  are  more  particularly  incident,  (Sureties 
have  obtained  a  less  share  of  attention  than  they  seem  to  de- 
serve. In  ulcers  of  this  description,  which  are  mostly  of  long- 
standing, oedema  of  the  limb  is  a  usual  concomitant ;  and,  in 
diis  symptom,  depending  on  the  loss  of  tone,  bandages  give  an 
obvious  and  eflif  lent  support. 

In  this  plan  of  treatment  by  bandages,  dtureties  will  be  found 
a  powerful  anxiliary,  unce  they  reduce  the  oedema,  check  d^e 
further  depodtion  ox  lymph,  and  faciliute  the  reacqnisition  of 
tone  in  the  parts.  If  the  ulcer  should  possess  a  specific  character, 
its  appropriate  remedy  will  also  form  a  part  of  the  course. 

In  ulcers  on  the  legs,  attended  with  callosity,  which  constitute 
a  great  majori^  of  sudi  cases,  the  compound  squill  pill,  in  the 
dose  of  three  pdb,  two  or  three  times  a-day,  is  often  sufficiendf 
diuretic ;  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not  so,  the  subcarbonate  of 
potash,  and  spirit  of  nitrous  aether,  taken  in  a  draught  of  the 
compound  infusion  of  gentian,  will  seldom  fail  to  increase  the 
secretion  by  the  kidneys  to  the  extent  wished  for ;  and*  at  night, 
if  a  still  more  powerful  diuretic  be  required,  the  union  of  mer- 
cury with  squill  and  digitalis  may  be  added  to  the  business  of 
the  day.  But  out  of  this  uncertain  class  of  remedies,  die  judi-^ 
cious  surgeon  will  choose  for  himself.  In  die  cases  described, 
I  have  found  the  production  of  an  increased  flow  of  urine  a  ma- 
terial improvement  in  their  treatment,  and  as  such  (  recommend 
it  to  the  pntfession. 

S.     On  tie  property  of  Arsenic  in  Cancer. 
The  ^mg^nj  of  arscmci  taken  tntcmallji  of  allaymg  the  paia 
10  of 
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of  cancer  in  the  ulcerated  stage,  is  already  before  the  public. 
In  the  common  cancer,  and  in  that  Tariet  j  of  cancer  to  whidi 
chimneysweepers  are  incident,  its  effects  are  nearly  siniilar.  In 
both  it  improves  the  quality  of  the  discharge  from  the  ulcer,  and 
alleviates  the  pain,  without  inducmg  stupor  or  disposition  to 
sleep.  Hence  it  may  be  considered  an  antalgic  rather  than  tn 
ano^ne  in  such  cases. 

.  In  the  year  1810  an  elderly  gentlewoman  took  the  <<  l/quor  ar- 
senicalis^  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  right  breast,  twice  ap^lay  for 
three  months.  Her  sufierings  were  extreme  before  she  entered 
on  this  course ;  soon,  however,  the  arsenic  gave  her  ease,  and^ 
with  a  few  exceptions,  kept  her  easy  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life,  ^hese  exceptions  for  the  most  pan  took  place  when  the 
tubercles  were  about  to  exfoliate  i  after  the  exfoliation,  ib» 
pain  again  subsided,  die  hollow  gramilated;  the  granulations 
were  florid,  and  heaJthy-lodiing,  and  the  secretion  from  them 
was  purulent  Bj  these  means,  she  was  kept  very  tolerably 
easy,  con^iared  with  what  is  usually  suffered,  as  she  gradually 
SUM  I  nor  did  she  experience  any  of  those  unpleasant  symp. 
toms,  which  are  said  to  arise  from  the  continued  exhilntion 
of  arsenic. 

Astlie'pam  in  the  common,  and  in  the  chimney- sweepers^ 
or-  soot-cancer,  is  alike  alleviated  by  t})e  internal  exhibition  of 
arsenic,  may  we  thence  infer  the  idintity  of  the  poison  in  these 
two  diseases  ?  If  a  difierent  cause  can  produce  the  same  morbid 
change  of  structure  in  a  part,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  conceiv* 
ing  a  similarity  of  function  in  the  subsequent  action  of  the  part^ 
lu)wever  dissimilar  the  original  cause  might  have  been. 

4.  On  thi  properig  of  Iron  in  Conor • 
There  is  a  material  difference  between  curing  a  disease,  and 
alleviating  some  of  its  more  distressing  symptoms*  But  this 
distinction  has  not  always  been  sufficiently  attended  to  in  prac- 
rice  f  and  hence  a  medicine,  highly  extolled  at  one  time,  has 
afterwards  sunk  into  neglect,  though  by  no  means  destitute  of 
valua^  properties.  The  history  of  the  remedies  prescribed  in 
cancer^  will  supply  an  exemplification  of  the  validity  of  this  opi« 
nion ;  a  disease  for  which,  I  believe,  no  cure  is  yet  known 
except  its  excision,  in  the  early  stage,  while  it  is  yet  local,  and 
the  system  is  uncontaminuted  by  absorption. 

Among  the  remedies  entitled  to  attention  in  combating  some 
of  the  symptoms  of  cancer,  are  the  preparations  of  iron ;  and  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  their  pretensions,  I  selected  two  cases 
of  genuine  cancer  of  the  mammae,  advanced  into  the  state  of 
ulceiarion.    In  each,  the  treatment  was  coooucted  agreeably  to 

the 
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sprinkled  witk  tbe  carbonate  ol  iri|a;.the  e^ges  were  waabed 
with  tbr  %olatioa  of  svlphate  of  iron ;  and  tbe  caibonate  of  koa 
iras  ado^iniitered  intemaUy. 

.  In  .the  jfirtt  caefi^  tbebttining  $emsadoa  on  the  surface  wa» 
much  alleviated  ;  the  discharge  became  purulent ;  the  indurated 
fips  were  much  lessened  ;  and  the  enlarged  axillary  glands  wcit 
considerably  reduced  in  bulk.  Here  the  advanugc  rested,  aid 
was  of  short  duratioa;  a  slou|^  so(hi  after  formed  on  the  sur* 
iKe  of  the  ulcer^  the  patient's  strength  sunk  lapidlyf  and»  at  bes 
own  request^  she  yiicted  tbe  Infirmary. 

In  the  second  case,  aeated  precisely  as  the  firsts  the  only  be- 
nefit derived  from  the  use  of  iron,  was  a  mitigation  of  the^sense 
ml  bunting  spread  oiver  the  ulcerated  surface.  . 

In  the  Mitervals  of  my  visits,  both  these  cases  were  treated,  at 
jmy  request,  with  particular  attention  to  accuracy,  by  Mr  Joseph 
Duncan^  tbe  late  very  respectable  house-surgeop,  whose  assidui- 
ty and  humanity  to  the  patients  merit  every  commendation  it  is 
in  my  power  to  bestow. 

In  estimating  the  value  or  iron  as  a  remedy  in  cancer,  from 
the  above  two  cases,  it  would  appear,  that  its  assistance  migbl  be 
sought  to  alleviate  the  tormenting  sense  of  heat  difiiised  over  the 
ulcer,  and  as  a  tempiNrary  check  to  the  rapid  advancement  of  tbe 
disease.  But,  according  to  my  experience,  the  powers  of  1x0% 
m  both  these  respects,  are  much  inferior  to  those  of  arsenic. 

5.  A.CaseefOcaJt  Canco'. 

On  the  25th  April  1811,  I  extirpated  a  cancer  from  tbe  left 
breast  of  a  female ;  it  was  of  six  months  standing,  painful,  crag- 
gy on  the  surface,  and  incompressibly  hard.^  » Tne  incision  was 
made  nearly  verika/^  a  method  of  operating  that  I  now  prefer, 
as  it  affords  a  ready  exit  to  tbe  discharge,  and  gives  more  room 
to  fdbw  the  disease  into  the  axilla,  where  the  diseased  state  of 
the  glands,  in  that  part,  require  extirpation.  When  the  incisioa 
is  horizontal^  the  discharge  will,  of  necessity,  collect  in  the  lower 
part,  and  this  lodgment  will  not  only  hinder  union  by  the  first 
intention,  but  much  retard  tbe  healing  of  the  wound. 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  in  the  operation.  But,  on  examisf- 
ing  tl)e  tumour  after  extirpation,  it  appeved  to  consist  of  a  k^ 
fnogeneous  substance,  of  a  texture  so  harfl  as  to  resound  wb^ 
scraped  with  the  scalpel  \  but  there  were  no  wbiu  hands^  (v  ns* 
Ursections  of  any  kind. 

6.  On  the  Liquor  Ferri  AUtJini  in  icrtfiih. 
The  raukiplicity  of  remedies  recommended  in  scrofula,  tatha 
s  peiploK 


1811.        Mr  SKmmo&s'x  MisceOamous  Communiaaiaru.  l6l 

perplex  tham  assist  the  choice.    It  is,  I  feari  the  lot  of  scfofula^ 

as  well  as  of  cancer,  yet  to  remain  unsubdued,  and  to  stand  as  a 

reproach  to  die  hSealing  art.    Nevertheless,  though  the  power  to 

extingoish  them  be  denied  us,  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful 

that  we  can  do  so  much  in  alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  our 

fellow  creatures.    In  pursuance  of  this  object,  I  shall  propose, 

to  the  consideradon  of  the  Faculty,  the  employment  of  th6 

«  Liquor  Ferrr  Alkalini^  of  the  London  Dispensatory  of  the 

year  1809.    This  preparation  I  have  employed  pretty  extensive 

ly  in  scrofula  for  some  time  past ;  and,  from  my  present  cxpe* 

rience,  I  am  led  to  consider  it  as  a  valuable  acquisition.     In  sweK 

lings  of  the  conglobate  glands,  and  in  scrofulous  ulceration,  in 

which  two  forms  of  the  disease  it  has  been  mostly  exhibited,  the 

patients  have  derived  more  benefit  from  it,  than  from  any  other 

preparation  of  iron,  or  from  the  cinchona.  ' 

In  administering  the  li4tior  ferr.  alk.  I  have  prescribed  it  in 
the  common  dose,  iargeiy  dihsied  with  water^  two  or  three  times 
a-daf ,  according  to  its  sensible  effects,  increasing  or  lessening  the 
dose,  so  as  to  procure  not  more  than  two  evacuations  from  the 
bowels  in  the  course  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  Besides  its  opera* 
tion  OB  the  bowels,  the  kidneys  are  stimulated  to  an  increased  se« 
cretion^y  and  a  considerable  flow  of  urine  is  often  the  consequence. 
To  these  properties  of  a  diuretic,  and  an  aperient,  belong  those 
olz  tonic,  since  the  appetite  and  general  strength  are  materially 
improved  by  it. 

A  medicine,  possessed  of  such  active  qualities  as  these,  is  evi* 
dently  well  adapted  to  scrofula ;  and  also  to  fulfil  the  curative 
intention  in  some  other  diseases  of  debility,  in  which  relief  is  to 
be  expected  from  the  union  of  an  evacuant  and  a  tonic. 
ManchesUry  Jan.  21,  1812. 


VIII. 

Obiemmtums  an  time  Accidents  comman/j  ascribed  to  tie  Wind  of  a  BalL 
By  JoHM  Spsnce,  M.  D.  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

T  HATJB  long  had  doubts  respecting  the  alleged  cause  of  those  ac* 
^  cidents  that  happen  in  battle,  particularly  on  board  ship,  from 
what  is  generally  termed  the  wind  of  a  shot.  I  was  in  hopes,  on 
seeing  ]|lr  ELUis's  otiservatitms  in  your  Journal  for  January,  to  have 
liad  the  cause  of  those  accidents  more  clearly  elucidated  ^  but  aU 
vox«.  ¥Ui.  NO.  30.  L  though 
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Cradable  inTestigation  of  a  circumstance  that  requires  more  at- 
tention  than  has  hitherto  been  gtTen  to  it,  and  although  the  si^ 
milarity  of  the  effects  with  those  of  lightning,  are  in  many  points 
striking,  yet  his  reasoning  does  not  appear  to  me  convincing* 

tn  battle  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  those  engaged  can  pay 
attentioti  to  every  Utile  passing  circumstance,  therefore  it  must  be 
firom  attentioti  to  the  accident,  and  other  local  circumstances,  that 
ire  are  to  learn  the  cause. 

The  sudden  concussion  or  agitation  of  the  contiguous  atmos- 
phere, by  the  rapid  motion  of  such  a  small  body  as  a  cannon-baU, 
does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  extent  of  injury 
often  produced,  and  alleged  to  be  from  that  cause  only.  In  all 
the  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  treatment  and  observatioo,  I 
think  I  have  been  able  to  accoupt  for  the  cause  more  satisfacto. 
rily  to  myself;  and  the  numerous  occurrences  in  every  battle,  of 
cannon-balls  passing  close  to  the  body,  without  domg  injury, 
should,  at  least,  induce  us  to  some  investigation,  before  leaving  it 
to  a  supposed  cause,  which  may  lead  to  a  careless  treatment 

There  are  many  substances,  comparatively  light  of  themselves, 
on  board  ship,  such  as  canvas,  rope-yams,  part  of  the  bedding, 
&C.  which,  when  carried  along  with  the  velocity  of  a  ball,  or 
even  driven  but  a  short  way  with  that  force,  are  apt  to  do  con- 
siderable injury  by  hitting  the  body,  and,  by  occupying  a  laige  or 
small  bulk,  may,  or  may  not,  produce  external  mark  of  injury. 
I  know  an  officer  who  had  considerable  pain  in  the  loins  for  some 
time  after  a  battle,  supposed  to  be  from  the  wind  of  a  shot,  as 
he  was  not  conscious  of  any  thing  having  hit  him,  and  there  was 
no  external  mark ;  but  the  flakes  of  a  bed  from  the  hammock-knit* 
tings,  being  pretty  thick  on  his  coat,  shewed  to  me  that  the  pain 
was  produced  by  something  more  dense  than  wind}  and  had  it  been 
the  stomach  that  was  hit,  instead  of  the  back,  I  think  it  very  proba- 
ble that  officer  would  have  been  killed.  It  is  well  known  that  a 
smart  blow  on  the  stomach  will  produce  faintness,  and  sometimes 
deprive  a  person  of  life,  without  producing  any  external  mark, 
which  often  happens  with  boys  or  men  fighting ;  and  it  has  hap- 

S^ened,  that  a  person  has  been  killed  by  the  sudden  push  of  a 
oil,  which  burated  the  peritonaeum,  witnout  causing  any  exter- 
nal mark.  Surely  neither  of  these  will  be  imputed  to  the  effects 
of  electric  matter.  As  to  its  often  happening  that  the  person  15 
not  conscious  of  having  been  struck  by  any  thing  when  those  in- 
juries are  received,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known, 
that  sometimes  a  severe  wound  is  inflicted,  and  the  person  not 
know  it  until  it  is  pointed  out  to  him^  as  he  gets  faint  by  loss  of 

Uood. 
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Uood.  I  knew  a  man  that  was  wounded  with  a  flattened  ball^ 
full  two  inches  in  diameter,  which  lodged  deep  in  the  thigh ;  and 
when. getting  faint  with  the  loss  of  biood,  asked  his  officer  for 
permission  to  go  to  the  surgeon,  as  he  was  afraid  he  was  wound- 
ed somewhere,  for  he  was  not  able  to  stand.  I  have  also  known 
a  musket-ball  pass  through  a  part  of  the  bodv,  and  the  person 
not  be  conscious  of  having  been  wounded  until  ne  discovered  the 
blood :  and  many  instances  I  have  known,  of  injuries  about  the 
face  discovered  after  an  action,  which  had  not  before  been 
noticed.  I  have  always  imputed  those  little  accidents  to  some 
light  substance  having  been  brought,  with  great  velocity,  in  con« 
tact  with  the  face :  but  in  what  way  they  occurred,  whether  from 
the  wind  of  a  shot,  part  of  the  ship's  material,  electric  matter,  or 
latent  caloric  developed,  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  indi- 
vidual to  ascertain  in  time  of  action  at  sea.  As  to  the  negative 
circumstances  which  occur  against  the  opinion  of  the  wind  of  a 
shot,  or  even  electricity,  or  latent  caloric  being  the  cause  of 
those  accidentSi  the  instances  arc  very  numerous  of  shot  passing 
very  close  to  the  body  without  doing  any  injury.  In  those  cases» 
I  suppose,  there  is  nothing  carried  along  with  the  ball»  for  the 
jacket  or  trowsers,  and  even  the  waistcoat,  is  sometimes  tom» 
without  the  skin  being  injured,  and  even  buttons  are  torn  from  the 
clothes  by  a  ball ;  but  this  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we  know 
that  a  button  may  be  struck  off  a  coat,  by  a  smart  blow  with  the 
end  of  a  ramrod,  often  without  the  person  perceiving  it,  and  no 
one  will  think  of  imputing  this  to  the  attractive  power  of  electri- 
city. I  knew  an  instance  of  a  shot  which  passed  through  both  sides 
of  the  cabin  of  a  frigate,  and  in  its  course  struck  a  store  room  key^ 
(a  common  sized  door  key),  that  was  lying  loose,  with  one-half  of 
it  exposed  behind  a  looking  glass,  at  the  side  of  the  cabin.  The 
key  was  bent  considerably  without  being  moved  from  its  place,  nei- 
ther did  the  glass  receive  the  slightest  injury.  A  dollar  has  been 
known  to  have  been  broken  in  many  pieces  in  the  pocket,  by  a 
musket-ball,  without  the  person  receiving  any  injury. 

Why  du}uld  not  every  cannon-ball  that  carries  away  a  limb,  or 
wounds  the  body,  bring  along  with  it  its  other  baneful  influence  ? 
If  the  cause  is  produced  by  the  velocity,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  hitting  the  body  in  passing  can  have  impeded  much  of  the 
velocity;  and  there  are  numerous  wounds  by  cannon-balls,  where 
no  other  part  is  injured  but  What  has  been  in  actual  contact  with 
the  ball. 

There  is  what  is  termed  the  brush  of  a  baU,-rthat  is,  a  ball 
having  passed  so  near,  as  actually  to  touch  the  clothes,  and 
neither  tear  them   nor  the  skin.    This  generally  pcoduces  a 

numbness. 
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mimbiicss,  sweDing,  and  ioflammatioo,  more  or  less,  according  to 
the  part  that  has  been  rubbed,  and  if  not  eaiij  attended  to,  is  apt 
to  produce  extensive  injury.  I  knew  a  case  of  the  kind,  where 
the  person  being  foolhardy,  and  wishing  to  brave  it,  would  not 
lie  by  from  his  usual  duty,  until  he  was  not  able  to  perfSorm  it; 
the  whole  gluteus  muscle  became  sphacelous,  and  ultimately  was 
die  cause  of  hb  being  discharged  from  the  service.  And  as  a 
person  is  apt  to  be  struck  down  by  a  sudden  touch  on  the  stomach, 
many  of  the  injuries  may  be  imputed  to  the  fall  i  for  instsmce,  a 
limb  might  be  fractured.  I  have  known  such  an  occurrence,  by 
simply  Ulling  on  the  deck. 

As  to  the  faa  of  cannon-balls  carrying  light  substances  along 
with  them,  they  so  very  seldom  stick  in  me  body,  I  have  had  no 

r>rtunity  to  ascertain  positively  that  they  do ;  but  with  grape- 
,  canister-shoty  and  musket-balls,  I  have  had  ample  testimo- 
ny ;  and  I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  cannon-balls 
do  also,  from  the  many  pieces  carried  away  where  the  shot  have 
hit  or  passed  through ;  and  it  is  also  pretty  evident  on  sweeping 
the  decks  after  a  battle.  And  if  this  should  take  place  on  board 
ship,  why  not  also  on  shore,  where  waddipg  is  used  of  various 
materials,  and  a  ball  may  have  to  encounter,  in  its  passage> 
shrubs,  grass,  land,  mud,  &c.  ? 

That  soft  substances  carried  with  great  velocity  will  break  a 
limb  I  readily  believe.  I  knew  a  person,  in  bathing,  who  fell 
from  a  considerable  height  flat  on  the  water,  the  breast,  belly,  and 
thighs,  were  as  black  as  if  he  had  been  beaten  with  a  stick. 

Widi  regard  to  the  pulverizing  of  the  bones,  as  no  instance 
of  that  circumstance  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  nor  to  any  cS 
my  acquaintance,  I  can  say  nothing  respecting  it ;  neither  can  I 
bring  it  to  mv  ideas,  that  it  could  be  e£Fected  by  the  brush  of  a 
ball.  All  otner  incidents,  J  think,  might  be  imputed  to  mecha- 
nical force  only.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  am  well  convinced 
there  are  no  accidents  which  require  to  be  more  narrowly  watch* 
(sd  than  those  supposed  to  have  happened  from  the  wind  of  a 
ishot.  Inflammation  frequently  supervenes,  and,  if  not  early 
checked  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  other  antiphlogistics,  it  will 
run  rapidlv  to  gangrene. 

These  few  unconnected  remarks  may  perhaps  induce  some, 
whose  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  phenomenon  have  been 
more  extensive,  to  throw  more  light  on  this  doubtful  subject. 

Dunfermlim,  Feh.  1812. 
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IX. 

Report  iff  the  Board  (f  Health  at  New^Torl,  on  the  Ttlhw  Fetnr  at 
Perth'Amboj.  Cprnmumcated,  with  a  Prefatory  Letter,  by 
C.  Chisholii ,  M.  D.  Bristol. 

Dear  Sir» 

IhaTe  lately  received  from  a  friend  at  New- York,  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  physicians,  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  State  to  inquire  into  the  evidences  of  the  existence 
of  yellow  fever  (malignant  pestilential)  in  the  city  of  Perth- Am- 
boy  in  New- Jersey,  in  September  last.  There  are  some  circum- 
stances in  this  report  of  a  nature  which  merits  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  sedulous  in  the  developement  of  truth,  and  whose 
minds  have  been  directed  to  the  establishment  of  the  fact,  of  the 
origin  of  the  pestilential  fever  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  imported  infection.  The  consideration  of  these  has  induced 
me  to  believe,  that  the  insertion  of  the  report  in  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  and  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  your  readers  I  have  alluded  to.  I  therefore  have  much 
pleasure  in  transmitting  it ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportuni- 
ty my  doing  so  furnishes,  to  take  leave  to  point  out  two  or  three 
of  the  most  prominent  of  the  circumstances  which  have  more 
particularly  engaged  my  attention.  One  is  the  positive  refusal 
of  the  medical  health  officers  to  form  a  part  of  the  committee, 
although  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Health  ;  and  the  al- 
most positive  refusal  of  the  officer  more  immediately  employed 
in  the  preservation  of  the  city  of  New- York  from  imported  in- 
fection, to  give  the  committee  that  information,  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  communicate,  and  which  might  have  so  essentially  con- 
tributed to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  You  will  recollect,  that 
<m  an  occasion  precisely  similar,  this  very  physician,  Dr  Rodgers, 
conducted  himself  in  precisely  the  same  manner.  The  motives 
to  this  extraordinary  conduct,  and  the  pernicious  consequences  re- 
4ittlting  from  it,  I  have  stated  in  mf  letter  to  Dr  Haygarth,  to  which 
1  beg  to  refer.  Another  prominent  circumstance  is,  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  fact  of  imported  infection,  obtained  through  the  can- 
tfiour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen  at  Amboy,  who,  from  a  correct 
and  judicious  performance  of  their  civil  and  medical  duties,  had 
been  able  to  trace  the  origin,  progress,  and  character  of  the  evil. 
1  more  particularly  wish  to  lean  on  this  circumstance,  because  it 
j)oint8  out  the  eminent  importance  to  a  community'of  possessin^r 
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meny  who  firom  principle  will  discharge  the  duties  of  good  citi* 
zens ;  whilst  it  exriibits  the  destructive  consequences  of  placing 
in  situations  of  high  trust  and  responsibilttys  men  who,  to  senre 
the  sinister  purposes  of «  partf,  avoid  the  investigation  of  truth, 
communicate  false  colouring  to  it,  or  employ  the  means  of  sub- 
terfuge and  prevarication,  to  divert  the  pubhc  attention  from  it. 
I  am  not  too  severe  in  these  animadversions.  Severity  to  the 
guiftj  becomes  safety  to  the  innocent.  And  having,  on  a  former 
occasion  (Letter  to  Dr  Haygarth)  used  full  freedom  of  remark, 
without,  hitherto,  any  attempt  at  refutation  of  the  premises  on 
which  I  founded  it,  I  have  a  right  to  believe  I  acted  on  sound 
principle,  in  relation  to  the  public  and  myself.  Another  circum- 
stance deserving  particular  notice,  is,  that  the  locality  of  Perth* 
Amboy,  excludes  all  peculiar  causes  of  disease,  such  as  marsh 
exhalations,  reflected  heat,  imperfect  ventilation,  &c.  In  the 
course  of  my  military  medical  duties  during  the  revolutionary 
war  in  North  America,  I  often  resided  at  Amboy  for  weeks  at  a 
time,  and  have  consequently  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  siruattoD. 
The  fact  of  imported  infection  is  therefore  the  more  firmly  es- 
tablished. 

Before  I  leave  you  to  the  perusal  of  the  report,  permit  me  to 
inquire,  whether  you  have  bren  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and 
reading  my  friend  Dr  Hosack's  Medical  and  Philosophical  Re^ 
gister  of  New-Tork.  Dr  Hosack,  seeing  the  extremely  pernici- 
ous tendency  of  the  promulgation  of  a  doctrine,  which  has  for 
its  sole  object  the  exclusion  of  infection  from  every  instance  of 
fever  in  the  United  States  of  America,  whether  such  exclusioa 
was  manifested  by  truth,  or  supported  by  falsehood,  determined 
on  diffusing  a  pure  and  uncontaminated  knowledge  of  the  matter 
of  fact,  and  by  fair  and  unsophisticated  representation,  presenting 
his  countrymen  with  the  power  and  option  of  acting  decidedly 
and  judiciously  for  their  own  preservation.  By  thus  withdraw- 
ing the  mask  from  the  propagators  of  a  most  destructive  theory — 
by  thus  disabusing  the  honest  credulity  of  lus  fellow  citizenSf — it 
is  evident  he  may  be  the  means,  under  Heaven,  of  conveying  to 
them  a  benefit  of  incalculable  importance.  He  has  entered  the 
lists  armed  with  truth  and  rectitude  of  intention,  and  with  a  con- 
sequent boldness  and  strength  of  attitude  and  feature,  that  hither* 
to^  as  they  ought,  render  him  invincible  \  and  every  lover  of  bu* 
inanity  will  wish  to  borrow  the  sublime  imagery  of  the  apostle, 
that  therewith  he  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  nery  darts  of  tl» 
wicked.    I  remain,  fix, 

Bristol^  Upper  Berkeiy  Place ^  ^ 

January  iO|  1812.  3  ^  ChisHOLm. 
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Btmrd  rfHetJth,  September  16,  181 1. 
PkbsbhTi  the  Honourable  Dbvtitt  Climtom,  President^ — AU 
elermen,  Mesier,  Carpenteri  Fish,  C.  Pell,  Cunningham,  Buck- 
master,  J.  PeU,  DicKinsoB,  Hoogland,  Toxrej.'^Voctcri,  Mil- 
ler, BaylejTy  and  Douglass, 

IifioRMATiON  having  been  given  to  the  Board,  that  a  dangerous^ 
malignant,  and  infectious  feyer  now  prevails  at  the  city  of 
Amboy,  in  New-Jerseyt  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  recommended 
to  his  honour  the  BAayor  to  issue  his  proclamation^,  interdicting 
all  communicatioB  between  the  said  city  of  Amboy  and  this  city. 

Resolved  also,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Ae  Health  Oflker  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  and  obtain  from 
him,  and  from  such  other  sources  as  they  shall  judge  advisable^ 
information  of  the  existence  of  the  said  disease,  and  other  facts 
deemed  necessary  by  them}  and  report  with  all  convenient  speed 
to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  be  Dr  Joseph  Bayley^ 
Dr  John  H.  Douglass,  of  this  Board,  and  Dr  David  Hosack  of 
this  city,  and  that  the  health  officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  be  associated 
widi  thenu 


Board  of  Heakh^  September  19,  1811. 
Prssbmt,  The  Honourable  Dbwitt  Clinton,  President. — AU 

dermen^  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Dickinson,  Cunningham,  Hoop- 

huid,  Bttckmaster,  C.  Pell,  and  J.  Pell. — Doctors^  Jones,  MiU 

ler,  Bayley,  and  Dougbss. 

The  mmutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  16th  were  read  and  ap- 
proved* 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  health-officer,  and 
to  ascertain  the  facts  respecting  the  disease  prevailing  at  Amboy» 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  approved  and  prdered 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  He^th  to^imvestf* 

gate  the  nature  ami  origin  ofthf  disease^  now  prevailing  ai  Perth* 

jimbov,  New^ersey^  addressed  to  the  President  and  Members  of  the 

Board; —  r 

Gentlbmbn, 

Agreeably  to  the  tnstnictipns  conveyed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  we  yesterday  proceed^  to  Perth- Amboy,  ' 
for  the  pupose  of  obtaining  infofination  relative  to  the  nature 
and  origin  of  the  di^sise,  at  present  prevailing  in  that  city.  The 
health-officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  having  been  appointed  with  us  a 
mem(>er  o^  the  committee,  we  waited  on  him  at  Staten-Islai^ 
with  the  hope  diat|  a9  be  |iad  been  at  Amboy,  and  had  seen 
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some  of  those  persons  who  lud  ^ied  of  the  disease«  he  would 
havi  had  k  in  his  power  to  furnish  the  information  required,  and 
perhaps  rendered  our  visit  at  Amboy  unnecessary ;  and  in  case 
he  should  not  be  in  possession  of  the  facts  whicn  would  be  ex- 
pected by  the  Board  of  Health,  to  request  him,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  to  accompany  us  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
necessary  inquiries;    Upon  our  arrival  at  the  Quarantioe  Ground, 
we  accordingly  stated  to  the  health-officer,  that  information  had 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  preval^ce  of  ad 
Infectious  disease  at  Ferth-AmboT,  which  had  excited  consider- 
able alarm  among  the  citizens  of  New-York.     That  in  conse- 
quence of  this  information,  the  Mayor  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  issue  his  proclamation  interdicting  the  communication  be- 
tween the  two  places,  and  that  the  Board  of  Health  had  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  for  die  purpose  of  .inquiring  into  the  facts  of 
this  subjtrct:  that  Dr  Miller,  the  resident  physician,  had  been 
requested  by  the  Board  to  be  a  member  of  the  committee,  but, 
owing  to  unavoidable  engagements,  he  had  declined  the  appoint- 
ment :  That  thereupon  they  considered  it  expedient  to  request  the 
health-officer  to  perform  that  duty,  and  understanding  that  he 
had  already  been  at  Amboy,  and  had  expressed  an  opinion  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  they,  had  been  in  expectation  of  receiving 
from  him.  an  official  statement  of  the  facts  that  were  now  sought 
for — Dr  Rodgers  replied,  «*  that  he  did  not  consider  the  Board 
as  having  any  right  to  expect  a  jsommunication  from  him,  rela- 
tive to  a  fever  at  AmbojJ*^  -  We  then  observed,  that  as  a  constant 
communication  existed  between  Amboy  and  New- York,    and 
that|  as  the  disease  might  be  conveyed  to  the  latter  city,  they  ex- 
pected from  him,,  as  the  sentinel  at  the  out-post,  every  informa- 
tion in  his  power  to  communicate,  and  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Board,  they  certainly  did  expect  that  he  would  also  commu- 
nicate to  us  the  facts  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  -  Dr  Rod- 
gers then  stated,  <<  that  when  this  disease  might  come  under  his 
review  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  he  should  consider  it    his 
.  duty  to  make  such  communication,  but  not  till  then,"  and  added, 
**  you  had  better,  gentlemen,  proceed  to  Amboy  to  seek  informa- 
tion for  yourselves  ;**  that  his  duty  did  not  permit  him  to  accom- 
pany us ;  that  he  should  go  again  to  Amboy  to  morrow,  and  pay 
.  a  visit  of  friendship,  as  his  two  former  visits  had  been,  but  should 
not  go  in  an  official  capacity.     We  then  expressed  the  hope, 
that  if  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  accompany  us,  that  he  would 
favour  us  with  his  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  disease^  and  the 
facts  relative  to  its  origin.      Tliis  also  he  declined,  observing, 
<<  that  he  was  delicately  situated,  and  did  not  wish  to  express  to 
us  an  opinion  on  this  subject."    We  then  asked  him  if  he  had 

8  any 


laiff.  m  tie  rdUia  Fitmr  mt  Perth^AnAoy^  109 

any  objection  to  give  us  a  statement  in  wrldng  for  the  iaCcv- 
matioa  of  the  Board,  and  that  we  would  call  for  it  on  our  retwn 
from  Amboy,      This  he  also  begged  leave  to  dedin^t  adding, 
howereTf  that  if  the  Board  of  Health  would  do  him  the  honour 
€0  address  him  a  letter  stating  the  points  on  which  they  wished 
information,  he  would  answer  their  questions.     We  then  read  to 
him  the  resolution  oi  the  Board,  requesting  us  to  ^obtain  from 
the  health-officer  such  information  as  he  possessed  on  this  sob* 
ject}  and  added,  that  we  considered  the  application  conveTtd  by 
the  present  vesolution,  as  sufficiently  respectful  and  expressive  oi 
the  wishes  of  tlie  Board  for  him  to  communicate  the  information 
requeued  I  he,  however,  persisted  in  declining  to  express  to  us 
a  committee  from  the  Board,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  any 
opinion  on  this  subject,  repeating  ^  that  his  situation  was  a  very 
delicate  one."    We  then  observed,  that  we  had  understood  he 
had  publicly  expressed  his  opinion,  at  Amboy,  of  the  luture  of 
the  fever  prevailing  there;  he  acknowledged  he  had  visited  Mr 
Kearney  at  Amboy,  that  he  had  also  seen  Mr  Compton,.and  that 
he  did  express  to  the  two  physicians  of  that  place,  and,  in  pre* 
sence  of  a^  third  person,  that  Mr  Kearney's  case  was  that  of  <<  ma- 
lignant fever  of  the  highest  grade."    As  the  term  malignant 
fever  appeared  to  us  of  ambiguous  import,  we  next  inquired  if 
he  considered  the  fever  referred  to  as  the  yellow  Jever  :  to  diis 
question  he  answered,  he  disliked  the  term  yellow  fevfr^  consider- 
ing it  an  improper  one,  but  admitted  that  the  disease  was  such 
as  would  by  many  persons  be  denominated  yeilow  fever,  and 
particularly  mentioned,  that  the  patient  had  theglas^  eye  and  yeU 
Ipfv  skin.     We  next  asked  him  it  Mr  Kearney  had  had  the.  Hack 
vMiit ;  to  this  he  replied  in  the  affirmative  *,  but  that  in  the  other 
case  the  stomach  was  not  so  much  affected:  he  also  suted,  that 
Mr  Kearney  had  been  subject  to  attacks  cAbilicus  fever %2XiA  that, 
upon  this  late  occasion,  had  been  very  much  fatigued,  and  prior 
to  his  attack,  had  been- exposed  to  the  sun  without  an  umbrella. 
We  repeated  our  request,  that  he  would  accompany  us  on  our 
viftity  mit  he  again  declining  to  comply* with  our  wishes,  we  consi- 
dered our  coiSerence  at  an  end.     We  immediately  proceeded  to 
Amboy,  and  called  upon  Mr  Daniel  Perrein,  the  collector  of  the 
port,  and  Dr  Nathaniel  Manning,  the  physician  who  had  attend- 
ed on  all  those  who  had  been  attacked  with :  the  disease.    The 
other  physician  being  out  of  town,  we  had  no  opporxunity  of 
•coDversing  with  him.    Dr  Manning  informed  us  that  he  had  lost 
four  patients  with  a  fever  which,  firom  its  peculiar  symptoms  and 
great  mortality,he  considered  to  be  the  yellow  fever:  that  although 
be  hod  been  two  yearsand  a  half  a  practitioner  at  Perthr Amboy,  and 
\m  partner,  Dr  Freeman,  had  practised  medicine  in  the  same  place 
many,  years  before  hiiPi  and  both  had  been  familiarly  conyejsant 
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with  the  feTcrs  which  ordinarilyprevail  in  that  cttv  and  its  iricinitj, 
particularlf  the  bilious  remittent,  yet  that  they  had  nearer  befitwc  the 
present  season,  met  with  any  fever  attended  with  the  symptoms 
of  that  of  which  their  late  patients  had  died,  and  wim  which 
others  at  that  time  were  afiected ;  and,  as  further  eridcnce,  Dr 
Manning  remarked,  that  at  that  very  time  he  had  patients  ill 
of  both  diseases,  each  exhibiting  its  characteristic  symptoms, 
and  invited  us  to  see  them.  He  also  stated,  that  our  healdi-offi- 
cer,  Dr  Rodgers,  had  visited  with  him  two  of  the  first  cases, 
and  had  pronounced  them  as  decided  cases  of  the  yellow  fever, 
as  he  had  ever  seen. 

Dr  Manning  then  gave  us  an  account  of  diose  persons  who»  in 
his  opinion,  had  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  namelv,  James  Comp- 
ton,  who  was  attacked  on  the  7th,  and  died  on  tlie  10th  instant. 
— James  Kearney,  attacked  on  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  14th.-— 
.  Joseph  Compton,  attacked  on  the  11th,  and  died  on  the  I5tfa, 
and  Mrs  Croweil,  also  attacked  on  the  1 1th,  and  died  on  the  15tiu 
He  observed  that  a  Mrs  Miarsh,  an  elderlv  lady,  died  yesterday 
morning,  the  I7th,  after  a  week's  illness,  but  her  disease  did  not 
appear  to  be  characterized  by  the  same  svmptoms,  that  had  dis- 
tinguished the  cases  of  the  first  persons  that  have  been  mention, 
ed.  The  first  four,  he  remarked,  were  all  seized  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs,  attended  with  a  hi^ly  inflam- 
ed state  of  the  eyes.  On  the  second  or  third  day  die  slun,  espe* 
cially  about  the  neck  and  breast,  became  yellow,  which  colour 
gradually  extended  over  the  greater  part  of  their  bodies ;  and,  in 
all,  the  stomach  was  very  much  afiected  with  a  sense  of  heat  or 
burning,  and  rejected  almost  every  thing  received  into  it  i  which 
symptoms  he  had  never  found  associated  in  the  ordinary  autum- 
nal, or  any  other  fevers  in  that  place  or  neighbourhood ;  we  asked 
him  particularly  if  he  had  seen  Mr  Kearney  in  any  of  his  fbimer 
attacks  of  fever,  to  which  he  had  been  subject  in  the  autumn,  as 
before  related  to  us  by  Dr  Rodgers.  He  replied,  he  had  been 
his  physician  in  two  such  attacks,  and  that  his  disease  exhibited 
the  ordinary  characters  of  pur  common  autumnal  remittent  fever, 
and  was  totally  different  from  the  inflammatory  symptoms  with 
which  he  was  attacked  in  his  last  illness.  He  particulariy  re- 
marked, that  Mr  Kearney  threw  oflF  a  great  quantity  of  black 
matter,  resembling  coffee  with  the  grounds,  and  mixed  widi 
oth^  portions  in  the  form  of  flakes.  We  next  asked  Dr  Blan» 
ning  for  his  opinion  relative  to  the  origin  of  this  extraordinarv 
disease*  He  replied  that  there  was  but  one  opinion,  either  wick 
tthe  inhabitants  or  physicians,  namely,  that  it  was  derived  from 
some  of  the  West  India  vessels,  which  had  been  lying  at  the 
>rtrharves,  observing,  however,  that  the  brig  Ocean,  from  St  Ba». 
^^-^-^ewSt  was  the  yessel  which  the  tnhabitaau  in  general  sup- 
posed 
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posed  to  hare  introduced  it  Hie  town  we  obsenred  to  be  n- 
mftrkably  elevated :  the  soil  chiefly  composed  of  sand  i  free  from 
all  lodgments  of  water }  the  streeu  wide,  and  the  houses»  for 
the  most  part,  spacious,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
each  other,  and  the  whole  town  eihibiting  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  cleanliness.  Dr  Manning  also  informed  us,  that  there 
were  no  local  causes  to  which  this  calamity  could  possibly  be  re- 
ferred,  and  that  it  could  only  be  accounted  for  as  arising  from 
intercourse  with  the  vessels  at  the  m^iarves,  and  that  the  citizens 
were  so  perfectly  convinced  of  this  fact,  that  they  had  ordered 
them  to  be  removed  to  the  stream.  He  further  stated,  that  Mr 
Kearney  and  the  two  Mr  Comptons  had  all  been  frequently  on 
board  tne  brig  Oeean^  and  another  vessel  lying  along  side  of  her, 
the  ship  Favourite^  from  the  Havanna,  botn  of  which  vessels  had 
come  consigned  to  Mr  Kearney.  -He  also  observed,  that  Mr 
Joseph  Compton  had  not  only  been  on  board  of  the  vessels  at  ik» 
wharves,  but  that  he  had  sat  up  with  his  brother  James,  during 
his  illness.  Mrs  Crowell,  the  fourth  person  mentioned,  was  the 
wife  of  a  ship-carpenter,  who  resides  at  the  head  of  the  wharf, 
within  50  yards  of  the  said  vessels.  Dr  Manning  also  stated, 
that  Mrs  Crowell  was  so  near  to  the  vessels,  that  upon  one  of 
them  (the  Ocean)  having  her  bilge  water  pumped  out,  she  was 
made  very  sick  by  the  smell  of  it,  the  wind  blowing  directly,  to- 
wards the  house,  and  into  her  apartmenu,  and  that  she  herself, 
during  her  illness,  frequently  declared  to  her  physician  and 
friends,  that  in  her  opmion  she  had  thus  taken  the  disease.  It 
will  be  readily  observed,  that  the  same  wind  which  blew  the  ef- 
fluvia of  the  bilge  water,  would  also  convey  the  poisonous  vapour 
from  the  adjoining  vessel.  Having  received  this  information 
from  Dr  Manning,  we  accompanied  him  in  his  visit  to  five  of 
lus  patients  whom  he  considered  to  be  the  most  dangerously  ilL 
We  united  with  him  in  opinion,  in  pronouncing  three  of  those, 
viz.  Miss  Ann  Taylor,  Captain  James  Baynon,  and  Mr  Voorhees, 
to  be  decided  cases  of  yeltotu  fever.  The  diseases  of  the  two  others, 
Mr  Sem'ple  and  Mr  Kane,  were  readily  distinguished  as  the  com^ 
emn  Uiem  retmtie$rt  of  autumn.  The  alarming  situation  of  Miss 
Taylor  particularly  arrested  our  attention,  although  this  was  the  • 
seomd  day  of  her  illness;  her  symptoms  (so  peculiar  are  the. 
features  of  this  disease)  were  of  a  character,  that  declared  her  to 
be  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  with  all  the  jund  assistance 
^e  receives  from  her  amiable  sisters,  and  the  skill  of  an  attentive 
physician,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  she  must  soon 
be  numbered  among  the  victims  of  this  deadly  disease.  Miss 
Taylor  resides  some  distance  from  the  source  of  infection,  but, 
on  inquiry,  we  fouQd  that  she  bad  been  nototunately  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  tcmcIsi  by  frequently  visiting  a  friend  in 
tJie  houae  adjqining  to  that  in  which  Mrs  CroweU  lay  ill  and 
died,  and  that  too  at  the  very  time  of  Mrs  Crowell's  illness.  We 
learned  al8o»  that  th^  other  persons  takfsn  illj  had  been  exposed 
either  directly  by  being  on  board  the  vessels,  or  by  visiting  those 
who  were  ill  of  the  disease.  .Many<oth^  persons^  Dr  Mznmng 
informs  us,  had  .been  just  seized  with  fever,  but  so  recently,  that 
he  would  not  yet  undertake  to  pronounce  on  the. character  of  the 
disease.  Our  attention  was  also  directed  to  the  vessels  supposed 
to  have  introduced  the  fever.  For  this  purpose,  we  applied  to 
the  collector  of  the  port,  who  furnished  us  with  the  following 
facts. — ^That  twelve  vessels  hsd  arrived  at  that  port  from  the 
^est-Indies,  since  the  first  day  of  J)ine.  That  many  others  had 
arrived  from  Ireland,  full  of  passengers,  in  a  ,most  filthy  condi. 
tion,  but. remarkably  healthy.  He  then  informed  us  that  the 
brig  Ocnm^  the  vesse]  at  first  suspected,  arrived  at  the  wh^  on 
the  4th  September,  from  Bartholomews ;  that  she  was  laden  with 
mm,  sugar,  molasses  and  coflnec ;  that  four  or  five  days  after  her 
.arrival  she  began  to  discharge  her  cargo.  The  master.  Captain 
Sutton,  being  in  New-Tork,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  obtaining 
any  information  from  him.  The  Collector  stated,  that  Mr 
Kearney,  as  the  consignee,  was  frequently  in  the  hold  of  the  ves- 
^L  Captain  Little,  a  passenger  in  the  Ocean,  informed  us,  that 
jier  crew  had  been  healthy,  but  admitted  that  her  bilge  water  was 
in  a  very  ofiensive  state,  and  that,  in  this  respect,  she  was  a  filthy 
vessel,  but  not  more  so  than  West*India  traders  in  general.  Mr 
f  errein  next  stated,  that  the  ship  Favourite^  James  Stuart,  master, 
the  other  suspected  vessel,  arrived  from  the  Havanna,  and  came 
•to  the  dock  on  the  30th  August,  and  was  also  consigned  to  the 
late  Mr  Kearney,  and  that  she,  with  the  other  vessels,  was  re- 
moved to  the  stream  on  Sunday  last ;  he  added,  that  Mr  Kearney, 
.the  consignee,  and  the  two  Mr  Comptons,  had  been  also  frequent- 
ly on  board  of  this  vessel.  Captain  Stuart  being  in  Amboy,  we 
availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  conversii^  with  him,  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  his  vessel.  He,  wich  great  frankness,  gave 
.us  every  information  we  requested.  He  stated,  that  he  firat  went 
•to  North  Carolina,  from  Perth-Amboy  $  that  he  next  proceeded  to 
Falmouth,  (Jamaica),  and  from  thence  to  the  Havanna,  aad  that 
he  had  brought  the  crew  all  back  with  liim  in  a  state  of  health ; 
that  they  had  all  been  several  voyages  to  the  Havanna,  some  three, 
four,  and  five  voyages,  and  were  all  well-seasoned  to  the  West 
India  climate :  he  also  acknowledged  iiat  //  war  very  sicUyat  the 
Havanna  w/jen  he  was  there.  Upon  questioning  him  relative  to 
.his  vessel,  he  also  very  candidly  stated,  that  his  ballast  had  not 
^en  shifted  from  the  time  he  left  Amboy  to  this  day.    Such 
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are  the  facts  we  hare  been  enabled  to  obtain  on  this  subject,  and 
which  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Board  without  delay.  As 
it  has  been  made  our  duty  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  na* 
tare  and  origin  of  the  disease  in  quesrion,  we  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  9xjir^f firsts  that  the  disease,  in  our  opinion,  is  that  com^ 
monly  known  and  described  as  the  Telhw  Fever  :  and  secondly, 
that  it  has  been  satisfactorily  traced  to  one  of  the  two  last  men- 
tioned Tcssels,  arriving  from  the  West  Indies,  and  that  it  has 
most  probably  been  derived  from  the  iAjp  Favourite^froth  tke  Ham 
vannof  which  is  by  all  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  sickly  port 
at  the  time  of  her  sailing.  Nor  do  we  conceive  it  to  be  an  ob« 
jection  to  the  correctness  of  this  oj^inion,  diat  the  crew  remained 
bealthv  throughout  the  voyage,  as  it  is  also  stated,  tliat  by  the 
several  voyages  they  had  made  to  the  Havanna,  they  had  become 
seasoned  to  that  climate.  It  will  be  resldily  recollected  by  the 
Board,  that  a  similar  instance  occurred  in  July  1809,  at  which 
time  two  persons  from  this  city,  worked  on  board  the  brig  Mary,  a 
▼essel  from  the  Havanna,  then  detained  at-theQuarantine  Ground» 
and  were  seized  with  the  yellow  fever,  of  which  they  died  i^ 
this  city,  aldiough  the  cifew  of  the  saihe  tessel  had  been  in  per- 
fect health  during  the  whole  of  her  voyage. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  communication  without  remarking, 
that  Mr  Perrein,  the  collector  at  Amboy,  and  Dr  Manning,  a 
physician  of  the  same  city,  are  entitled  to  our  acknowledgments 
for  the  very  unreserved  and  candid  manner,  with  which  chey 
communicated  to  us  the  information  they  possessed  relative  to 
the  subject  of  our  inquiries. 

We  areygentlemen,  very  respectfully. 
Your  humble  servants, 

David  Hosagk, 
Jos.  Batlet, 
John  H.  Douglass. 
Nemf-Tarkj  September  18,  1811. 

To  the  President  and  Memhers  of  the  Board  of  Healths 
Extracted  from  the  Minutes,--- J.  Morton,  Secretary. 

The  Board  of  Health  of  Phikdelphia  have  issued  a  procla^ 
mation,  prohibiting  all  intercourse  and  communication  between 
the  city  of  Amboy,  and  the  city  and  county  of  Phibdelphia,  on  ac- 
coiint  of  a  pestilential  disease  prevailing  in  the  former  eity.  Per«« 
sons,  after  leaiving  Amboy,  must  perform  14  days  quarantine  be- 
fore they  can  be  admitted  into  Phihidelphia* 
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X. 

Sm9#  Remarks  on  th  Ftvers  of  Sicily  g  with  an  account  of  the 
Autumnal f  or  Bilious  Remittent  Fever  of  that  Island^  as  it  appears 
among  the  British  troops.  By  Alexamobr  Botlb,  A.  M.  Sur* 
geon  to  the  62d  Regiment  of  foot.— Communxcated  by  N. 
BrucBi  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Forces. 

THB  febrile  diseases,  which  usually  prerail  among  the  British 
troops  in  the  island  of  Sicily,  are  not  of  great  variety;  and  those 
which  demand  most  attention,  and  which  most  frequently  occurj 
are  the  invariable  attendants  of  summer,  or  of  the  early  part  of 
autumn ;  while  those  to  which  the  soldier  is  exposed  at  other 
seasons,  difier  not,  in  any  important  or  essential  symptom,  from 
the  same  diseases,  as  they  commonly  appear  in  9iore  temperate 
and  northern  latitudes. 

In  all  climates,  indeed,  diseases  of  this  class  have  certaun 
symptoms  in  common,  which  constitute  their  permanent  cha- 
racter, and  establish  a  certain  affinity  among  the  whole.  In 
those  of  Sicily,  this  affinity  becomes  still  closer,  inasmuch  as 
they  all  may  be  ranked  among  the  diseases  of  increased  excite- 
ment. Local  inflammation  seems  to  be  always  present ;  and  is, 
in  general,  sufficiently  manifested  by  the  appearance  of  some  ex- 
ternal affection,  or  the  lesion  of  some  important  function. 

In  organs,  however,  which  display  a  wide  sympathy  with 
other  parts  of  the  system ;  whose  functions  are  various,  or  in- 
timately connected  with  the  phenomena  of  life  %  it  becomes  ex. 
tremely  difficult  to  analyse,  (if  I  may  use  that  expression),  the 
changes  and  appearances  frequently  produced  by  local  inflam- 
mation of  those  parts;  and,  except  such  symptoms  ad  are  com- 
mon to  the  whole  of  the  Pyrexia^  it  often  happens,  that  no  pecu- 
liar or  distinctive  sign  is  to  be  observed.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
mutual  relation  and  dependence  established  between  certain 
organs,  that,  when  invaded  by  inflammation,  the  generic  charac- 
ters of  the  disease,  or  those  depending  on  the  lesion  of  the  na- 
tural function  of  the  part,  necessarily  become  obscure,  and  are 
only  to  be  detected  by  the  careful  and  diligent  observation  of 
facts.  The  asstsunce  aflbrded  by  anatomy,  therefore,  is  not  to 
be  neglected.  It  opens  the  most  authentic  sources  of  infomia- 
tion,  and  displays  a  wide  view  of  the  causes  of  diseases  pro- 
ceeding from  disordered  structure,  or  peculiar  arrangement  of 
parts,  and  thereby  enables  us  to  arrive  at  the  explanation  of 
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come  of  their  most  important  phenomena.  The  road  to  truths 
however>  i(  must  be  acknowledged*  is  intricate  ;  and  it  is  only 
by  slow  and  difficult  steps  that  we  can  arrive  at  general  condu- 
sions,  *'  Medicinam  cico  discere,  non  est  possibilcy  propterea 
quod  impossibile  est  statam,  et  cerram  doctrinam  in  ipsa  fierL** 
}fyp.  di  hcu  in  hamwe.  In  a  great  number  of  cases,  bowerer^ 
sacn  as  acute  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  as  also  in  many  of  the 
profluTu,  which  are  closely  allied  to  inflammation  *,  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  made  sufficiently  apparent,  by  certain  obvious  and 
unequivocal  symptoms,  depending  on  the  peculiar  structure  and 
office  of  the  organ  concerned,  which  constitute  their  distinc- 
tive and  generic  signs. 

It  is  universally  allowed,  that  the  more  general  symptoms  of 
pyrexiae,  or  those  in  which  they  all  agree,  are  permanently  uni- 
form ;  and  their  similitude,  in  this  respect,  it  is  presumed,  may 
depend  on  the  similarity  of  their  proximate  cause.  In  the  above 
examples,  this  is  easy  of  detection  $  and,  in  the  febrile  diseases 
of  this  country,  it  will  be  found  to  consist  ia  an  increased  vas- 
cular action,  or  determination  to  some  particular  part,  produced 
by  the  application  of  specific  causes,  aided  by  certain  circum- 
stances of  constitution  or  mode  of  life^  affecting  the  general 
habit. 

In  a  former  communication  f ,  concerning  the  febrile  affection 
which  prevails  during  the  torrid  montns  of  summer,  those 
causes  were  partly  explained,  the  chief  of  which  is  found  to  be 
the  direct  action  of  a  powerful  and  vertical  sun.  That  other 
causes  may  also  contribute  to  produce  this  disease,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  deny  i  as,  like  all  inflammatory  diseases,  a  predispo- 
sition will  no  doubt  be  formed  by  whatever  tends  to  produce 
a  plethoric  state  of  the  vascular  system,  whether  referable  to 
diet,  exercise,  or  the  suppression  of  the  natural  or  accustomed 
evacuations  and  secretions.  These,  however,  are  to  be  regard- 
ed solely,  as  occasional  causes^  which  equally  favour  the  operation 
of  a  variety  of  other  powers  directly  applied,  which  are  distin* 
guished  by  the  appellation  of  exciting  causes^  and  whose  mode 
of  application  and  action,  as  in  the  present  instance,  determines 
she  seat  of  the  disease. 

It  may  in  this  place  be  observed,  that,  during  the  winter  also, 
fevers  occur  in  which  the  head  is  son^times  affected ;  but,  in 
such  cases,  it  is  seldom  a  primary  disease,  this  affecrion  only 
supervening  in  consequence  of  metastasis,  and  appearing  as  a 

symptom 
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tymptom  attending  violent  attacks  of  other  diseases  cansed  by 
checked  perspiration  and  vicissitudes  of  temperature  ^  as  pnca- 
flKMna,  catarrii,  acute  rheumatism,  and  the  Uke.  In  a  certain 
•pidemic  inflammation  of  the  lungs»  mentioned  by  Morgagni,  its 
appearance  was*  very  common,  and  more  recovered  in  'whom 
this  symptom  was  observed.  -  Margagni,  Epist.  7.  Art.  1-9. 

To  the  disease  of  summer  I  assigned  the  title  of  Cephalitis. 
To  ascertain,  liowever,  by  any  train  of  symptoms,  nrhat  pardcu» 
hr  part  of  the  encephalon  is  move  especially  affected,  it  must  be 
readily  allowed,  implies  a  degree  of  discrimination,  at  least,  not 
easily  to  be  attained  ;  and  it  is -even  doubted  by  some,  whether 
the  road  to  this  discovery  could  be  much  facilitated  by  disaec* 


-  it  is  supposed  by  Galen,  that  the  pulse  afibrds  some  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  that  when  the  cerebellum  is  afiected, 
it  becomes  weak,  undulating  and  tremulous;  This  is  undotibt* 
ediy  an  alarming  symptom,^  and  invariably  indicates  extensive 
derangement  of  the  structure  of  the  brain.  Such,  however,  is 
the  connection  throughout  the  system  of  vessels  distributed  on 
this  organ,  that,  in  whatever  part  the  inflammation  does  begin, 
it  .will,  no  dqubt,  speedily  aflect  the  energy  of  the  whole. 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  the  efiects  of  simple  inflamina-* 
tion  are  very  difierent  from  those  of  mere  compression,  whe- 
ther it  proceed  from  effusion,  or  from  vascular  congestion ;  and  it 
is  equally  true,  that  the  symptoms  of  both  may  be  combined  in 
various  stages  and  degrees.  The  appearance  of  serum  or  coa* 
pdable  lymph  is  very  common,  even  when  no  redness  orturges- 
oeoce  of  the  vessels  remains,  and  which,  though  (as  is  supplied 
by  Morgagni)  it  had  previously  existed,  disappears  on  a  copious 
eflusion  taking  place,  at  which  period,  the  symptoms  assume  a 
different  complexion,  constituting  what  I  have  caUed  the  second 
suge.  It  may,  perhaps,  therefore  be  admitted,  that  the  great 
tendency  to  early  eflFusion  in  this  disease,  is  the  cause  of  furious 
or  j^enitic  delirium  being  so  rarely  met  with. 
-  The  absence,  therefore,  of  furious  delirium  (I  may  say,  almost 
in  every  case,  the  exceptions  being  so  very  few),  and  the  great 
tendency  to  drowsiness,  and  coma,  even  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
disease,  establish  some  difierence  between  it  and  what  is  nosolo- 
^call^  termed  Phrenitis*  It  is  therefore,  perhaps,  with  some 
propriety  that  another  species,  characterised  by  such  symptoms, 

has 
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has  received  a  place  in  some  syftteins,  undef  the  tide  of  Cephalic 
tis. 

In  my  papcTi  which  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Joof^ 
nal  for  October  1810^  I  adopted  this  term ;  not  so  much,  how* 
erer,  with  a 'view  to  nice  distinction ,  or  a  display  of  nosological 
accaracy,  as  with  the  design  of  fixing  the  attention  on  the  con« 
spkuotts  featuresi  and  seat  of  the  disease,  expecting  thereby  to 
obviate  more  readily  some  errors  in  practice,  which  I  conceived 
had  arisen  from  its  having  formerly  been  universally  considered 
a  simple  idiopathic  fever ;  and  as,  for  the  reason  above  assigned, 
the  term  phrenitis,  though  of  the  same  family,  did  not  appear 
altogether  so  appropriate,  or  to  combine  so  many  of  the  circum. 
stances  attendant  on  this  complaint. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  shall  not  now  detain  you  long, 
as  I  shall,  perhaps,  resume  i^  at  a  more  convenient  opportunity* 
I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  mention,  with  respect  to  the  me* 
tbdd  of  cure,  that  I  have  recently  learned  that  blood-letting  had 
occasionally  been  practised  in  certain  fevers  of  this  country,  at  a 
period  somewhat  anterior  to  that  at  which  I  had  fixed  its  intro- 
duction. The  practice,  however,  of  e^ious  blood-letting,  has  not 
been  long  general  among  medical  men  in  this  arfsiy  %  and  I  pre- 
sume, it  can  only  be  dated  from  the  time  that  the  appearances 
on  dissection  of  two  patients,  who  died  in  Melazzo,  in  July  1809, 
(as  related  in  my  former  paper),  served  to  establish  a  more  ra- 
tional pathology  of  the  disease.  Previously  to  this,  it  is  appre* 
hended  no  'fixed  principles  were  known^  to  guide  or  direct  its 
use  i  and  we  may  thus,  perhaps,  account  for  the  practice  having 
been,  for  the  most  part,  feeble  and  undecided.  Though  it  might, 
for  a  moment,  retard  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  was  seldom 
sufficient  to  subdue  it. 

The  symptoms  of  the  second  stage,  in  the  mean  time,  began 
to  make  their  appearance,  and  seemed  to  direct  an  opposite  mode 
of  tfeatment,  ^nd  the  result,  was  generally  fatal.  Those  symj^ 
toms  which  had  ioxmKtlj  been  attributed  to  debility,  were  now 
traced  to  their  true  origin ;  and  the  plan  of  giving  bark  and 
wine,  when  this  stage  approached,  was  universally  abandoned,  as 
soon  as  t)ie  testimony  of  indisputable  facts  superseded  fallacious 
hypothesis  and  conjecture. 

The  vicissitude  of  seasons,  $md  the  various  modifications  of 
atmospheric  constitution,  powerfully  influence  the  character  of 
diseases,  and  the  appearance  of  certain  epidemics,  in  this  clinute. 
Accurate  meteorological  observations,  therefore,  as  well  as  the 
investigation  of  those  circumsunces,  which  properly  ccmstitute 
medicsd  topography,  present  an  interesting  field  of  imunurv,  and 
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not  onlY  facilitate  die  investigation  of  the  cauie  of  difeaiei,  bat 
forma  oranch  of  knowledge  essentially  connected  with  their  pre- 
vendon.  and  method  of  cure. 

In  remoter  ages,  this  subject  received  particular  attenttcm,  and 
almost  every  page  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  inculcates  the 
utility  of  this  study, — ^which  was  considered,  by  that  great  m^, 
not  less  essential  to  the  physician,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pie- 
diet  approaching  changes,  and  guard  against  thek  effects,  than 
it  was  deemed  necessary  by  the  Mantuan  poet,  for  the  huaband- 
maa  and  mariner. 

<'  Hinc  tempestates  dobio  pnediscere  c»Io 
Pomimiis  s  hinc  meani^e  diem  tempuaqoe  areodt: 
£t  quando  infidum  remit  impeUere  marmor, 
Conveniaty  quando  armatas  deducere  clanes 
Aut  tempcitivam  silvis  evertere  pinum. 
Nee  frostra  signonim  obitas  speculamury  et  ortusy 
TemporibuBqae  pazcm  divenb  quatuor  annum'\ 

As  far  as  regards  the  great  revolutions  of  the  year,  and  the 
periodical  return  of  the  seasons,  a  great  uniformity  obtains ;  and 
the  observations  of  one  year  on  this  head,  with  but  little  varia- 
tion, apply  almost  to  every  other. 

On  this  depends  the  great  uniformity  of  the  diseases  which 
tisher  in  the  different  seasons.  Those  seasons,  however,  differ 
materially  from  each  other ;  and  a  difierence  not  less  remarkable, 
and  important  in  practice,  characterizes  the  diseases  by  which 
they  are  invariably  attended,  and  which,  agreeably  to  those 
changes,  undergo  certain  alterations  of  type,  as  well  as  of  other 
important  symptoms. 

The  occurrence  of  the  dry  and  rainy  seasons  may  always,  in- 
deed, be  expected  with  tolerable  certainty,  at  the  regular  and  ac« 
customed  periods.  The  diurnal  vicissitudes,  however,  are  very 
frequent,  and,  until  the  hot  season  has  fairly  set  in,  sudden 
changes  of  temperature  are  very  common. 

From  the  beginning  of  June,  may  be  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hot  season ;  frohi  which  time,  until  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  temperature  continues  pretty  steadily  about  the 
same  standard,  and,  as  observed  in  the  shade  at  noon,  usually 
ranges  between  82^  and  86®  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  During  this 
period,  east  or  westerly  winds  for  the  most  part  prevail ;  rain 
seldom  falls  $  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August  pass  away,  even  without  a  single  shower. 
Of  these,  July  is  the  hottest  month,  and  the  therriiometer  some- 
times reaches  the  89th  degree ;  while  the  suffocating  sirocco 
winds  commonly  continue  until  noon ;  after  which  hour  a  west- 
erly breeze  generally  springs  up. 

About 
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About  the  latter  end  of  Mayi  inflam  Tiatory  aiFections  of  the 
head  begin  to  make  their  appearance ;  but  they»  as  yet,  are  gene- 
rally slight.  In  the  month  of  June,  however,  and  as  the  heat  of 
the  reason  advances,  they  become  more  frequent  in  their  appear* 
ancci  as  well  as  more  violent  in  all.  their  symptoms. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  the  weather  undergoes  a 
very  remarkable  changci  which  is  more  particularly  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  on  account  of  the  important  influence  it  exerts  ;is  a 
cause  of  the  disease  which  now  succeeds.  Together  with  i, 
diminution  of  temperature,  rains  begin  to  fall,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  high  winds.  About  this  time,  the  thermome* 
ter  falls  to  76%  indicating  a  dimination  of  temperature,  not  less 
than  10  or  12  degrees.  This  change  is  sudden,  and  produces  a 
very  conspicuous  effect  on  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  disease. 

The  fevers  still  are  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  but  the  affec- 
tion of  the  head  no  longer  forms  so  conspicuous  a  symptond  \ 
instead  of  which,  they  now  manifest  themselves  under  the  foi'm 
of  phlegmasise  affecting  other  parts. 

The  showers  however  are  but  transient  \  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  again  rises,  but  does  not  again  attain  so  great  a 
height ;  ^nd  the  weather  becomes  dry  and  settled,  until  about 
the  end  of  October,  when  heavy  rains  set  in,  accompanied  with 
a  considerable  and  permanent  diminution  of  temperiture,  which 
puts  a  period  to  the  violence^  and  frequent  occurrence  of  the 
epidemic. 

During  the  winter,  and  spring,  pneumonia  and  acute  rheuma- 
tism are  the  prevailing  complaints ;  but  those  which  prove 
most  tedious  and  fatal,  are  obstinate  dysenteries,  and  intermit- 
tents  I  the  common  sequel  of  violent  attacks  of  the  autumnal 
fever,  and  dependent  on  chronic  affections  of  the  abdominal  vis* 
cera: 

Owing  no  doubt  to  the  temperate  and ,  abstemious  mode  of 
living  i^culiar  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  these  climates,*  as  well 
as  to  constitution,  and  habits  formed  in  infancy,  those  changes 
are  not  observed  to  operate  so  powerfully  on  them,  as  on  the 
natives  of  more  northern  and  frigid  latitudes ;  and  they  are>  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  exempt  from  those  violent  attacks  of  in- 
flamhiatory  diseases  to  which  the  British  soldier  is  more  particu- 
larly subject. 

The  Sicilian  peasantry  are  indeed  uncommonly  healthy,  and 
robust ;  and  some  of  the  more  elevated,  and  mountainous  situa- 
tions, furnish  many  instances  of  athletic  constitutions,  arid  re- 
markable longevity.  But,  wherever  opulence  and  luxury  have 
been  introduced,  or  where  tl^Me  effects  are  not  controlled  by 
salutary  laws,  they  soon  become  visible^  not  only  in  the  moral 
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chanctery  but  uldmatelf  tend  to  the  d^eneracy  of  the  species. 
Whetheri  indeed,  it  may  be  owing  to  the  same  general  principle, 
which  invariably  is  found  to  stamp  the  peculiar  turn  of  mind  of 
the  inhabitants  of  alpine  regionSf  I  shall  not  take  it  upon  me 
positively  to  determine ;  certain,  however,  it  is,  that  among  the 
Sicilian  peasantry,  there  still  does  exist  a  freedom  of  manner 
and  sentiment  meriting  some  attention ;  and  the  idea  of  degene- 
racy,  which  we  are  accustomed  so  readily  to  associate  with  the 
name  of  the  Italian,  is  to  them  inapplicable.  <^  Ubi  enim  regie 
est  nuda,  natura  munita  et  aspera,  quseque  et  a  frigore  hybemo 
prematur,  et  a  sole  sesityo  exuratur,  ibi  duros  et  robustos  et 
articulis  probe  disjunctis,  vegetosque  ethirsutos  reperias  homines, 
Ct  in  quibus  a  natura  labNoris  tolerantia  et  vigilantia  Insit ;  quiqae 
'mores  habeant  pertinaces,  ad  iram  proclives  et  contumaces, 
magisque  feritate  participantes  qu^m  mansuetudine ;  insuper  ad 
artes  etiam  acutiores  et  plus  solertes,  et  ad  res  bellicas  gerendas 
aptiorcs  *." 

But  to  return  from  this  digression :  On  the  approach  of  au- 
tumn, the  character  of  the  fever,  as  has  been  already  said,  under- 
goes a  considerable  change  \  and  though  this  is  effected  by  ap- 
parently slow  gradations,  one  epidemic,  passing,  as  it  were,  im- 
perceptibly into  another,  they  not  only  differ  essentially  as  to 
their  excitmg  causes,  but  also  in  their  origin,  and  seat ;  the  fe- 
brile disease,  of  summer  arising  from  affections  of  the  encepha^ 
Ion,  depending  on  inflammation  and  its  consequences;  while 
those  of  autumn  are  more  particularly  dependent  on  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  stomach,  and  other  abdominal  viscera. 

Those  who  are  attacked  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  still 
invariably  complain  of  violent  headache,  languor,  and  severe  pain 
in  the  loins,  with  nausea,  and  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium. 
These  symptoms  are  ushered  in  by  irregular  rigors  and  lassitude^ 
and  are  not  unfrequently  accompanied  by  profuse  sweating  over 
the  upper  part  of  the  body.  From  the  beginning,  there  is  al- 
ways a  slight  cough,  but  it  is  seldom  such  as  to  give  much  unea- 
siness to  the  patient,  or  even  to  be  readily  attended  to  by  others* 
The  region  of  the  stomach  is  sometimes  tense,  and  painful  on 
pressure,  and  they  complain  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  fulness. 
Vomiting  does  not  always  appear  on  the  first  accession  of  the 
disease,  but  invariably  comes  on  before  the  end  ef  the  second 
day,  and  vast  quantities  of  dark-coloured  bilious  matter  are 
thrown  up. 
The  state  of  the  bowels  is  various.    For  the  most  part  there 
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are ffeqaenty  watery,  dark-coloured  bilious  dejections;  in  the 
severer  cases  mixed  with  flakes,  resembling  coagulable  lymph, 
and  generally  tinged  with  blood.  At  other  times,  we  meet  with 
obstinate  costiveness  from  the  commencement,  in  which  case 
the  symptoms  always  ameliorate  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  pro- 
cure a  tree  discharge  of  the  alvine  matter.  The  tongue  is  al- 
ways moist,  and  is  often  covered  with  yellowish  mucus.  The 
thirst  is  excessive. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  disease,  the  general  febrile  symp- 
toms are  such  as  denote  increased  vascular  action ;  the  pulse 
though  soft,  is  always  fuU,  and  usually  exceeds  100  strokes  in  a 
minute.  'Die  countenance  is  full  and  florid  ;  the  eyes  are  lucid, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctive  coat  are  commonly  injected 
with  blood.  These  symptoms  form  the  first  series,  and  seldom 
continve  beyond  the  third  day. 

As  they  abate  or  disappear,  the  patient  shews  extreme  anxiety 
and  restlessness,  writhing  with  inexpressible  agony,  and  chang- 
ing his  posture  a  thousand  times,  without  finding  ease  or  repose. 
Every  thing  received  into  the  stomach  is  instantly  rejected  ;  the 
tongue  becomes  covered  with  dark  inky,  or  yellow-coloured 
matter,  and  the  thirst  unextinguishable. 

About  this  time  the  countenance  undergoes  a  remarkable  al- 
teration, bespeaking  the  suflFerings  of  the  patient.  The  eyes  lose 
their  lustre,  and,  about  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fever,  the  albuginea,  and  whole  surface  of  the  body, 
assume  a  dull  yellow  tinge.  The  pulse  increases  in  frequency^ 
and,  in  three  or  four  cases,  I  have  been  able  to  count  140  strokes 
in  a  minute.  It  is  very  hard,  and  sometimes  even  continues  full 
and  soft,  till  within  a  few  hours  of  the  fatal  termination  of  the 
^disease. 

The  surface  of  the  body  always,  at  the  beginning,  exceeds  the 
fiatural  temperature,  communicating  to  the  hand  an  acrid  pun- 
gent sensation,  but  about  this  period  it  sinks  to  the  ordinary 
standard. 

Hsraoorrhagy  sometimes  takes  place  from  the  nose,  and  it  ge* 
fierally  denotes  a  favourable  change,  which,  however,  is  still  more 
certainly  to  be  expected  from  a  return  of  the  natural  complex- 
ions Aod  whiteness  of  the  albuginea.  These  fofm  the  second 
series  of  symptoms,  which  may  continue  two  days  longer ;  and 
are  then  succeeded  by  a  state  of  quietude  and  great  prostration 
of  strength. 

Delirium  is  seldom  present,  and  though,  during  this  stage, 
the^  lie  apparently  asleep,  yet,  when  interrogated  as  to  their 
feelingly  they  readily  answer ;  they  tell  you  they  have  no  un« 

— : ^^  appear  perfectly  in  possession  of  their  intellectual 
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faculties,  until  the  moment  of  iheir  death.  As  this  period  draws 
near,  the  breathing  always  becomes  very  laborious,  with  hear- 
ing of  the  abdomen,  and  strong  action  of  the  pectoral  musclea^  and 
the  breath  is  forcibly  drawn  through  the  nostrils.  The  yomiting 
sometimes  ceases  about  this  period  ^  and  it  occ^ionally  happens, 
that  when  stools  are  procured  by  medicines,  they  have  a  natural 
appearance.  Flatulence  sometimes  appears  at  the  beginning,  but 
it  more  frequently  takes  place  at  this  period,  and  is  accompanied 
by  singultus-^andf  after  this  last  symptom,  I  never  saw  one  re* 
cover.  The  forehead  is  now  bedewed  with  cold  calmmy  sweats } 
the  countenance  assumes  a  deadly  paleness  $  the  extremities  be- 
come cold  ;  the  pulse  sinks ;  and  they  expire  with  composure. 
The  course  of  the  disease  is  rapid  i  and  it  generally  terminates 
before  the  ninth  day. 

Though  such  is  the  more  frequent  mode  of  attack,  it  some- 
times,  however,  happens,  that  its  approach  is  not  only  less  vio- 
lent, but^also  less  sudden.  In  this  case  it  begins  with  loss  of  ap- 
petite, irregularity  of  the  bowels,  and  sense  of  weight  in  the 
region  of  the  loins,  with  heat  and  distention  about  the  praecordia. 
•They  are  listless,  and  averse  to  every  exenion,  both  mental  and 
corporeal.  These  premonitory  symptoms  are  frequently  the 
harbingers  of  the  most  serious  attacks.  They  are  auended  with 
languor,  anxiety,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  jSpmetimes 
irregular  flushings  of  heat  succeed  i  but  neither  the  temperap 
ture  of  the  body,  nor  the  state  of  the  pulse,  indicates  any  map 
terial  deviation  from  a  state  of  perfect  health. 

In  this  variety,  the  determination  to  the  head  is  less  conspi- 
cuous, and  the  eyes,  though  lucid  and  bright,  are  never  sufiiised 
with  blood.  The  thirst  is  not>  to  be  extinguished  ^  the  tongue 
is  moist,  and  of  a  pale  smooth  clay-colour.  While  these  symp- 
toms continue,  there  never  is  much  expression  of  pain  or  uneasi- 
ness ;  but  tliis  I  have  found  one  of  the  most  dangerous  symp- 
toms, and  which,  in  almost  every  case,  porteiids  a  fatal  event. 
Vomiting  sets  in  soon  after,  with  hiccup,  and  fruitless  efforts  at 
stool.  Haemorrhagy  from  the  nose,  though  less  frequent  in 
this  form  of  the  fever,  nevertheless  sometimes  does  occur,  and  is 
almost  always  accompanied  by  petechia,  or  large  irregular  livid 
blotches  on  the  arms  and  thighs ;  the  pulse  becomes  full  and 
bounding,  and  some  other  such  marks  of  general  haemorthagic 
tendency  appear,  and  which  are  always  to  be  regarded  as  highly 
dangerous.  Other  eruptions,  however,  are  sometimes  discovered, 
which  afford  evident  relief  from  the  most  obstinate  vomitings  and 
lilious  diarrhoea.  They  are  generally  of  the  miliary  kind,  or 
resemble  urticaria,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  favourable  omens. 

In  the  case  of  a  lad>  about  twenty  years  of  age^  who  was  aC- 
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feded  widi  riolent  •▼mptoms,  with  a  foil  soft  polse^  beating  180 
in  the  minute,  attended  with  incessant  vomiting,  and  slimy  bill* 
ous  evacuations  hj  stool,  great  anxiety  and  restlessness,  an  erup- 
tion of  the  nature  of  urticaria,  in  blotches  about  the  size  of  the 
handy  appeared  on  his  thighs  and  arms  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
disease,  and  gradually  spread  over  his  whole  body.  Towards  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  the  vomiting  ceased ;  a  copious  sweat 
hnrice  forth,  and  the  pulse  fell  to  84.  ^  the  following  morn- 
ing the  eruption  had  nearly  disappeared,  and  the  surface  of  his 
body  was  sdll  covered  with  gentle  moisture ;  he  had  five  liquid 
stools,  of  a  natural  colour,  during  the  night ;  the  vomiting  had 
not  returned,  and  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  had  entirely  ceased* 
This  case  occurred  about  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  ter« 
minated  afterwards  in  tertian  intermittent,  which  was  finally 
cured  by  the  internal  use  of  mercurv. 

It  is  not  always,  however,  that  tne  disease  preserves  this  uni- 
form continued  course,  but  is  subject  to  diversity  of  form,  not 
less  frequently  affecting  its  type,  than  its  manner  of  approach 
and  early  svmptoms. 

When  the  epidemic  first  appears,  in  the  early  part  of  autumn, 
the  general  febrile  symptoms  preserve  the  most  continued  form^  ^ 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  promress  of  the  disease,  and  only 
shew  some  tendency  to  remit,  after  the  violence  of  the  excite* 
ment  has  been  subdued.  At  its  commencement,  therefore,  it 
bears  a  very  strong  analogy  to  the  bilious  remittent  fever  of  all 
warm  dipnates ;  it  is  clo^y  allied  to  that  fever  which  annually 
visits  other  parts  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  sea  \  and 
it  seems  to  differ  only  in  degree,  from  those  more  dreadful  q>i- 
dcmics,  whose  ravages,  at  diflierent  times,  have  been  so  severely 
felt,  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  western  hemisphere. 

In  a  bte  publication,  however,  on  the  diseases  of  bicily,  and 
under  die  title  of  autumnal  fever,  the  history  of  a  disease  is 
riven,  which,  in  some  essential  symptoms,  difiers  considerably 
from  that  which  I  have  now  described.  To  this  circumstance 
it,  in  this  place,  behoves  me  to  advert.  Had  the  auiHor  survive 
ed,  it  doubtless  would  not  have  escaped  his  notice.  The  service 
was>  prematurely  deprived  of  his  abilities ;  he  is  no  nx>re,  and  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  explain  it* .  I  respect  his  memory,  and  I  ad- 
aiined  his  talents. 

At  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  season,  the  fever  frequently 
assumes  the  intermittent  type,  and  becomes  continued  after  the 
second  or  diird  revolution.  .  At  other  times,  it  occasionally  alsOf 
dmughof  the  most  continued  form  during  the  first  and  second 
days*  and  attended  with  symptoms  of  considerable  excitement 
ie«dily  intermits  on  the  aostraction  of  a  moderate  quantity  of 
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blood ;  stilly  however,  distinctly  marked  by  its  specific  and  pecu* 
liar  signs,  depending  on  local  organic  disease. 

Those  varieties  are  most  fitequently  observed  after  the  disease     | 
has  prevailed,  some  tiroe»  and  are  materially  influenced  by  the 
changes  which  then  take  place  in  the  sensible  condition  ot  the 
atmosphere,  accompanyins  the  regular  revolution  of  the  seasonSi 
and  are  such  as  regard  either  its  temperature  or  humidity. 

In  Sicily,  this  fever  usually  makes  its  appearance  about  the 
same  time  that  cholera  morbus  and  other  disorders  of  the  biliary 
organs  are  known  to  prevail,  and  both  diseases  £eem  to  arise 
from  causes  nearly  of  a  similar  nature.  It  indeed  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessary  to  the  production  of  this  fever,  that  a  consi^* 
derable  diminution  of  temperature,  accompanied  with  much 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  should  suddenly  succeed  to  the  long 
continued  heat  of  summer.  By  those  causes,  an  important  change 
i&  effected  in  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  causing  an  unusual 
determination  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  producing  conges- 
tion and  inflammation  of  the  hepatic  system,  in  various  degrees^ 
followed  by  an  increased  and  vitiated  secretion  of  bile. 

It  is  therefore  on  this  change  first  taking  place,  that  the  fe* 
ver  is  most  severe,  as  well  as  most  fatal  in  its  tendency.  It  then 
assumes  the  most  continued  form,  and  the  local  symptoms  are 
at  this  time  also  most  violent,  which  seems  to  be  owing  to  the 
intensity  and  sudden  application  of  the  cause  j  for,  after  its  first 
effects  have  passed,  and  the  body  has  for  some  time  been  habitu- 
ated to  an  atmosphere  of  a  much  lower  degree  of  temperature^ 
the  cases  which  tollow  are  of  a  less  formidable  nature. 

But  whatever  type  this  fever  may  assume,  or  how  complex 
soever  and  involved  its  revolutions  may  appear,  the  local  and 
characteristic  symptoms  are  the  same,  and  difl^  onl]^  in  degree. 
This  variety  of  type  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  consider  rather 
as  accidental,  than  as  constituting  any  essential  difference  in  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  radically  the  same^ 
and  to  be  cured  on  the  same  general  indications,  which  are  di« 
rected  solely  to  the  relief  of  the  local  afiection,  and  not  to  be  re* 
gulated  by  any  peculiarity  of  type  the  fever  may  put  on. 

As  the  disease  always  arises  from  local  inflammation,  the  con* 
mon  circumstances  which  favour  the  production  of  all  diseases  ef 
this  class,  are  those  which  also  tend  to  give  it  the  continued 
form  \  while  debilitating  powers,  within  a  certain  limit,  in  pro* 
proportion  as  they  subdue  the  activity  of  the  local  inflammation, 
dispose  the  fever  to  remit,  and,  in  many  instances,  even  produce 
complete  apyrexia.  As  I  have  already  said,  this  is  often  effected 
by.  copious  and  early  evacuation  ;  whijey  on  the  other  hand,  sd* 
Aiuliituig  nsedicinesi  or  a  few  doses  of  bark^  imprudently  |idtti«* 
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aistend,  increase  the  seterity  of  all  the  symptoms,  and  prodiwe 
a  continued  ferer. 

Though  the  young,  plethoric,  and  robust  are  most  subject  to  at« 
tacks  of  this  disease,  as  far,  at  least,  as  I  have  bad  an  opportunity 
of  obsening,  persons  who  have  but  newly  arrived  in  the  island^ 
about  the  time  it  begins  to  appear,  are  seldom  seized  $  tlunighthey 
are  invariably  most  liable  to  suftr  from  summer  fever,  while 
those  who  have  resided  in  the  island  during  the  preceding  -sum- 
mer,  are  its  common  vicrims  :.i^rom  which  it  seems  highly  pro- 
babb,  that,  during  the  hot  season,  the  rudiments  of  the  disease 
are  in  some  measure  formed,  and  are  called  into  action  on  the 
first  approach  of  autumn,  or  in  situations  where  the  common 
ezcking  cause  of  this  disease  most  usually  prevails. 

About  the  time  this  fever  began  to  appear  in  the  62d  regi« 
ment  in  181 1,  a  detachment  of  eighty  recruits  arrived  from  Eng. 
land.  They  were  young  and  vigorous ;  they  were  subjected  to 
die  same  mode  of  life,  and  lodged  in  the  same  buildings  with 
those  who  had  lived  some  years  in  this  country ;  but  among, 
them  not  a  single  case  of  this  fever  made  its  appearance,  and 
every  man  who  was  taken  ill,  had  at  least  been  twelve  month* 
in  tne  island.  From  the  time  the  fever  assumed  a  decided 
character,  which  was  about  the  ist  of  September  to  the  end  of 
October,  eighty  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Regimental  Hos« 
pital,  and  very  few  indeed  exceeded  28  years  of  age.  Thirteen 
cases  terminated  fatally.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed^  that^ 
among  these,  are  included  three  patients  who  died  after  the  third 
week  from  the  date  of  their  admission  into  hospital,  and  who 
were  carried  off  by  a  dysentery,  supervening  after  the  feyer  had 
been  overcome. 

Though  bilious  remittent  fever  is  more  particularly  a  disease  of 
autumn,  it  is  not  only  more  predominant,  but  its  appeowee  is  also 
more  early,  in  certain  situations,  whose  local  circumstances  and 
topographical  relations  subject  them  more  generally  to  the  in« 
fiuence  of  similar  chanees  of  atmospheric  constitution. 

ThuSf  all  situations  m  the  vicinity  of  the  coast,  particularly 
such  as  are  not  much  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  sea,,  inde* 
pendent  of  die  proximity  of  marshes  and  exposure  to  putrid  ef- 
iuria,  are  extremely  favourable  to  the  production  of  this  disease. 
Few  situarions  are  more  unhealthy  than  low  grounds  bordering 
on  iarge^mov^,  where  they  terminate  in  the  sea  \  the  waters  <n 
numerous  springs,  descending  from  the  mountains,  filtrate 
through  die  loose  and  stony  soil,  till  they  reach  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  In  such,  places,  water  may  be  found  at  no  ereat  depth 
front  the  surface,  by  nvhiclr  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  if  not 
ireely  exposed  to  strong  winds^  is  loaded  with  humidity ;  and 
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dbeases  of  die  alimenury  cznsi,  arising  firom  chedted  penpinip 
tion,  are  common.  The  disease  was  often  produced  among  the 
aoldiets  by  severe  night^duty;  and,  not  unfrequently,  it  vas 
traced  to  exposure  to  a  shower  of  rain.  Much  also  defends  on 
^e  nature  of  the  prerailtng  winds;  for  those  places  whidi 
are  exposed  to  winds»  which  blow  over  a  vast  tract  of  ocean* 
are  always  most  unhealthy;  and  we  obsenrei  ctttmi panhuf 
that  the  more  eletated  the  situation,  or  the  more  remote  from 
the  sea;  the  more  healthy  is  it  fotmd ;  as  die  Tapour  with 
which  these  winds  are  saturated,  is  either  intercepted  by  inters 
vening  obstacles,  or  absorbed  on  its  passage  orer  a  acordied  and 
arid  sml.  It  has  been  remarked  by  Hippocrates,  that  westerly 
winds  are  most  unhealthy ;  <<  yenti  enun  occidentales  stmiles 
autumno  sunt.'' 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  its  being  propagated  by 
contagion.  In  this  country  the  febrUe  diseases  of  this  class  aze 
very  &w,  and,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  are  entirely  limit- 
ed to  the  exanthemata. 

From  every  observation  I  have  been  able  to  make,  and  bom 
the  most  careful  attention  to  a  vast  number  of  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease, which  have  come  under  my  care,  in  the  course  of  five  years 
praaice  in  this  country,  as  a  regimental  surgeon,  I  imitt  ac- 
knowledge, how  contrary  soever  it  may  be  to  generally  received 
opinions,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  attribute  much  to  the  oper- 
ation of  what>  we  commonly  understand  by  marsh  mtaseam: 
and  I  have  not  been  able,  in  any  case  which  I  have,  seen,  by 
direct  or  irrefrai^able  proofs,  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  fever,  to 
such  a  cause.  Indeed,  were  the  putrid  efiluvia  of  marshes  so 
powerful,  or  the  sole  agent  on  this  occasion,  we  should  expect, 
that  the  intermittent  form  would  have  been  most  common  at  the 
time  this  cause  is  generally  supposed  to  be  most  predominant^ 
namely,  during  the  ume  that  rains  were  not  yet  exceedingly 
abundant;  wlule,  at  the  same  time,  the  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere  sufi^ed  only  one  transient  diminution,  beii^ 
immediately  again  succeeded  by.  intense  heat.  During  this 
period,  however,  the  disease  was  most  severe,  and  also  pr^ 
served  the  most  continued  form;  and  only  slight. and  obscure 
remissions  were  observed  towards  its  termination  ;*-4(ar  it  was 
not  until  the  weather  had  become  finally  settled,  and  permanently 
colder,  and  that  the  rains  had  totally  ceased  for  several  wedu, 
that  the  symptoms*  became  milder,  and  the  intermittent  form 
fnore  common. 

Many,  indeed,  who  have  escaped  from  the  more  violent  at- 
tacks of  die  disease,  relapse  in  the  month  of  December,  and  are 
then  seized  with  obstinate  intermittents. .  Such,  cases  are  gene« 
-^oanicd  by  general  dropsy  or  fatal  dysenteries*  produ- 
ced 
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ced  by  chrooic  diseases  of  the  liver,  spleen,  or  other  abdominal 
▼iscera. 

It  is  supposed,  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  facts, 
supported  by  the  evidence  of  numerous  dissections,  that  certain 
diseases  of  those  viscera  are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  the  origin 
and  cause,  than  the  consequence  of  this  fever,  under  whatever 
variety  of  form  it  may  appear  ^  and  it  is  not  ims^ned  that  the 
enlargement  of  those  viscera,  so  frequently  observed  in  subjects 
who  have  suflered  from  repeated  attacks  of  such  fevers,  affords 
any  argument  against  the  general  doctrine  which  I  have  endea* 
TOured  to  establish,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  more  rationally  account^ 
ed  for,  by  the  successive  repetition  of  some  power,  on  whose 
casual  application  the  chronic  diseases  of  those  parts  assume  a 
more  acute  form,  at  length  producing  total  ruin  of  their  structure, 
as  well  as  increase  of  size. 

The  succession  and  order  of  the  symptoms,  marking  the  dif- 
ferent stages  and  types  of  this  fever,  will  be  readily  explained  by 
the  appearances  on  dissection,  and  seem  to  depend  chiefly  on  the 
deeree  of  inflammation,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  part  concerned; 
When  the  liver  is  very  violently  afiected,  the  symptoms  some- 
times even  resemble  those  of  hepatitis,  and  which  more  especial- 
ly appear  at  the  cdmmencentent  of  the  fever ;  and  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  is  sufficiently  characterized  by  the  anxiety,  rest- 
lessness, vomiting,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  immc-  . 
diately  follow. 

As  a  common  consequence  of  extensive  peritoneal  infllamma- 
tion^  we  sometimes  find  a  quantity  of  serum  eflfiised  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  various  adhesions  formed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  contained  viscera  \  and  the  onkentum  at  other 
times  so  much  wasted,  as  to  resemble  merely  a  tissue  of  ted  vessels. 
The  liver  almost  alwrays  exceeds  its  natural  size,  and  is  also  con- 
siderably altered  in  colour  and  texture.  It  is  always  softer  than 
natural ;.  and  the  system  of  the  vena  ports  is  always  turgid  With 
blood.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  liver  is  otten  thickened 
and  opaque,  and  is  sometimes  studded  with  white  spots;  or  with 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph.  Sometimes  its  surface  is  irregular, 
and  small  indurated  ponions  are  discovered' on  its  convexity, 
which,  when  cut  open,  are  found  to  proceed  fronl  obstrU(:tion  of 
some  ramification  of  its  excretory  ducts,  produced  by  inflammation 
of  its  coats,  and  favouring  the  accumulation  of  viscid  bile.  The 
coats  of  die  cyst  generally  paruke  of  the  inflammation.  The  co- 
lour of  the  bile  it  contains  is  various,  and  it  is  sometimes  so  viscid 
and  thick,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  forced  out  by  strong  pressure. 

A  remarkable  alteration  also  takes  place  in  the,  appearance  of 
the  spleen.    It  does  not  always,  however,  exceed  the  natural 
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vze^  but  its  softness  is  often  sach,  that  it  can  only  be  compsnrd 
to  a  mass  of  coagulated  blood ;  while,  at  other  times,  it  has  an 
ttausual  degree  of  hardnessy  with  thickening  and  whiteness  of  its 
peritoneal  coat. 

The  stomach  is  as  frequently  fonnd  contracted  and  empty,  or 
iofiated  with  air,  or  distended  with  variously  coloured  fluids,  and 
«Ten  pure  bile*  Sometimes  inflamed  spots  are  discovered  on  its 
peritoneal  coat  $  but  the  internal  surface  is  the  most  frequent 
teat  of  disease.  The  texture  of  the  villous  coat  is  often  com- 
pletely destroyed,,  and  it  exhibits  an  uniform  red,  of  the  deepest 
.luie,  in  several  places  approaching  to  a  livid  colour,  and  is  co- 
vered with  coagulable  lymph,  or  a  secretion  of  puriform  matter 
tinged  with  blood.  In  other  cases,  the  inflammation  is  more  li- 
nnted,  and  appears  in  rosy  patches  over  its  internal  surface^  or 
m  numerous  minute  red  specks. 

This  inflammation  is  never  of  the  phlegmonous  kind»  but, 
like  true  erythema,  successively  invades  one  part  after  another, 
frequently  creeping  along  the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  attended  with  thickening  and  pulpyness  of  its  coats. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  shew  no  uncommon  appear- 
ances, or  marks  of  previous  inflammation. 

The  lungs  are  not  afiected,  but  I  have  often  found  a  large 
quantity  of  serum,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  collected  in  the  pericar- 
dium,  while  the  heart  seemed  to  have  sufllered  from  inflaranu<* 
tion;  and,  in  two  or  three  cases,  I  observed  white  patches  of  coagu- 
lable lymph,  apparently  converted  into  firm  glistening  mem- 
brane, easily  separated  from  its  proper  coats,  on  difierent  pafts  of 
ks  external  surface. 

When  this  disease  appears  in  a  regiment,  the  utmost  vigilance 
is  required  on  the  part  of  the  military,  as  well  as  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  corps,  to  detect  it  in  its  early  stage  $  for  I  know 
not  an  instance  in  which,  after  the  third  day,  the  best  directed 
medical  eflForts  were  at  all  sufficient  to  arrest  its  course.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  in  this  place,  forbear  mentioning,  that  it  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  be  surgeon  to  a  corpst  at  all  times  command- 
ed by  an  officer,  from  whose  :(eal  and  humane  exertions  I  have 
ever  received  the  most  cordial  assistance,  whenever  it  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  visited  by  serious  or  epidemic  diseases. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease,  and  the 
great  delicacy  of  the  organ  principally  concerned,  that  our  mea« 
sures  must  necessarily  be  prompt  and  vigorous  $  and  under 
whatever  varieties  it  may  appear,  with  respect  to  typet  the  local 
symptoms  always  require  our  first  attention,  and  indicate  (he 
necessity  of  copious  evacuation  of  blood.    If  the  fever  he  of  the 
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coadaued  fonut  under  such  treatment  it  yery  often  becoo^et  ia« 
termittentf  and  when  of  thU  latter  form,  we  thereby  prevent 
its  being  chaxiged  into  a  more  dangerous  type,  in  the  course  o£ 
its  progress. 

From  the  use  of  this  remedy,  we  are  not  always  to  be  deterred 
by  the  smallness  of  the  pulse  $  and  even  if  deliquium  should  come 
on  after  the  abstraction  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood>  the  operatioa 
may  be  repeated  soon  afterwards,  without  the  occurrence  of  the 
Gke  accident* 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  dAlRty^  derived  from  some 
of  the  more  genera!  phenomena  of  disease,  without  regard  to  its 
essence  or  cause,  has  led  into  egregious  error  in  the  treatment  of 
this,  as  well  as  of  some  other  complaints,  which  are  commonly 
considered  as  simple  idiopathic  fevers.  The  anxiety,  languor, 
restlessness,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which,  accompany  thk 
epidemic,  are  not  symptoms  of  debility,  but  of  gastritis,  and  de« 
pend  on  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  organ^  and  its  extensiTc 
sympathy  with  the  whole  system.  A  free  use  of  the  lancet  is 
required  ;  and,  in  order  that  this  remedy  may  be  productive  of 
beneficial  effects^  it  must  be  had  recourse  to  at  an  early  period 
of  the  disease.  Even  when  the  disease  was  too  far  advanced  for 
any  permanent  advantage  to  be  expected  from  venesc^fctlon, 
iu  eflrcts  have  been  discovered  by  a  temporary  increase  of  ful- 
ness of  the  pulse.  What  is  here  said,  applies  equally  to  general 
and  local  blood-letting ;  and  this  last  mode  may  be  employed 
with  considerable  advantage. 

In  the  inflammation  of  all  delicate  and  highly  sensible  mem- 
branes, unless  we  succeed  in  the  first  instancf ,  we  in  vain  at- 
tempt to  subdue  it  afterwards,  by  acting  on  the  arterial  system 
at  large»  and  still  farther  diminishing  the  vis  h  tergo :  for  the  dis- 
ease makes  rapid  progress  \  the  texture  of  the  organ  b  speedily 
destroyed,  and  its  vitality  is  irrecoverably  lost. 

Recourse  must,  therefore,  at  the  same  time,  be  had  to  svdi 
means  as  possess  some  controul  over  the  vessels  of  the  part,  suit- 
able to  its  peculiar  functions  and  organization  \  and  the  effects 
of  local  blood-letting,  by  the  application  of  a  number  of  leeches 
to  the  region  of  the  stomach,  are  to  be  further  assisted  by  large 
and  repeated  blbters. 

Nothing  so  much  aggravates  all  the  symptoms,  as  the  presence 
of  acrid  bile,  and  accumulated  feculent  matter.  All  irritation* 
therefore,  from  such  causes,  is  to  be  carefully  prevented ;  and* 
with  this  view,  the  contents  of  the  intestines  are  to  be  dislodged 
on  the  first  approach  of  the  disease,  and  their  accumulation 
cautiously  guarded  against  during  its  continuance.  For  this  pur- 
pose^  small  dotes  of  purgative  n^icines  must  be  frequently  ad- 
ministered. 
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ministered.  It  too  often  happens,  however,  that  the  irrkabtlity 
of  the  stomach  is  such,  that  medicines  of  this  class  cannot  be  re- 
tained, but  are  instantly  rejected  ;  and  recourse,  therefore,  mast 
also  be  had  to  large  emollient  and  laxative  glysters,  which  must 
be  frequently  injected,  and  are,  in.all  stages  of  the  fever,  of  the 
most  essential  service.  As  a  purgative,  no  medicine  is  so  w^ell 
adapted  to  this  complaint  as  the  sub-muriate  of  mercury  ;  and 
its  operation  may  be  somerimes  advantageously  alternated  with 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  dissolved  in  water,  and  plentifully 
diluted. 

The  eiFects  of  mercury,  however,  are  not  to  be  estimated  sole- 
ly by  its  purgative  quality  ;  but  it  seems  to  be  chiefly  useful,  on 
account  of  its  specific  action  on  the  hepatic  system,  and  its 
power  of  affecting,  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation,  se- 
creting surfaces  endowed  with  high  irritability,  and  in  a  state  of 
inflammation.  This  remedy  is,  therefore,  to  be  used  externally, 
as  well  as  internally;  and  is  to  be  resorted  to  immediately,  as 
the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Its  eflFects,  however,  do  not  always  depend  on  the 
quantity  introduced  ;  but  on  certain  conditions  of  the  system,  by 
which  the  latter  is  rendered  more  or  less  susceptible  of  its  action, 
and  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain. 

This  susceptibility  is  indicated  by  the  eflFects  produced  on  the 
salivary  glands ;  some  degree  of  ptyalism  follows,  which  affords 
the  surest  prognostic  of  a  favourable  termination ;  and  the  change 
produced  in  all  the  symptoms  is  generally  quick  and  rapid. 
It  sometimes,  however,  happens,  that  the  largest  doses  will  not 
produce  salivation,  and,  in  such  cases,  the  event  is  invariably 
fatal. 

From  the  rapid  manner  in  which  we  are  frequently  induced, 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  disease,  to  introduce  this  medi. 
cine  into  the  system,  copious  salivation  is  frequently  occasioned, 
and  often  appears  suddenly,  with  bleeding  from  the  gums  ;  but, 
as  no  advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  the  mere  secretion  from 
salivary  glands,  I  have  succeeded  equally  well,  after  having  as- 
certained its  influence  over  the  disease,  by  continuing  its  use  in 
small  doses,  merely  suflicient  to  keep  up  the  mercurial  irritation 
in  the  system,  until  the  dise^e  was  completely  overcome.  From 
what  has  been  said,  it  needs  scarcely  be  observed,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  besmearing  the  gums  with  mercurial  ointment,  or  rub- 
bing them  with  calomel,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  this  se^ 
crerion,  is  extremely  inefiectual. 

Sometimes  severe  diarrhqea  conies  on  during  the  early  stages 
of  recovery,  attended  with  want  of  sleep  ;  in  which  case,  I  have 
derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  small  doses  of  opium,  cbm- 

biocd 


1«1««  ^  Boyle  091  ibe  Fevers  rfSkilf.  191 

bined^tli  calomri.  It  i$y  howerer,  to  be  femembered^  that  iiii« 
der  no  odier  drcumstances  whatever,  is  opium  to  be  recommenfU 
ed  in  this  disease. 

As  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportanitr  of  observing,  cold  affasioa 
does  not  appear  so  vtteM  adapted  to  this  species  of  fever,  as  to 
that  nHuch  prevaUs  during  the  summer.  Indeed,  if  the  external 
use  of  cold  water  can  ever  be  recommended  in  this  fever,  it  pro- 
mises to  be  most  successful  in  those  cases  which  shew  a  more 
decided  tendency  to  assume  the  intermittent  form,  wheii  they 
happen  to  be  occasionally  attended  with  some  degree  of  determi^ 
nation  to  the  head.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  have  frequent- 
ly employed  it  it  the  manner  of  cold  ablution,  during  the  hot 
stage,  with  manifest  advantage.  From  a  few  trials  I  have  made 
of  the  tepid  bath,  during  the  second  stage  of  the  disease,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  advantage. 

The  alternation  of  these  remedies  has  lately  been  practised 
and  recommended  by  some  physicians ;  and  something  of  the 
same  kind  is  al^  mentioned  by  Cclsus  *,  from  whom,  perhaps, 
the  idea  has  been  borrowed.  Of  such  practice,  however,  I  can- 
not speak  from  experience. 

Attention  ought  also  to  be  paid  to  the  regular  discharge  of 
urine,  which  is  sometimes  scanty  \  and  though  secreted  by  the 
kidneys,  is  not  duly  evacuated ; — for  which  purpose,  therefore, 
I  have  often  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  catheter.. 

We  are  usually  advised,  in  all  fevers  which  shew  a  tendency 
to  intermit,  to  watch  this  period  carefully  }  and  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  such  circumstance  affords,  of  exhi- 
hiring  bark  in  large  doses^  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  debility 
which,  it  is,  said,  predisposes  to  the  formation  and  return  of 
another  paroxysm.  That  in  some  fevers,  and  in  certain  habits 
and  consututions,  this  may  be  highly  expedient  and  advisable,  I 
do  not  venture  to  deny,  as  such  practice  stands  suppprted  by  the 
hest  authority,  and  is  justified  by  ample  experience. 

Without  entering,  however,  into  an  examination  of  the  above 
principles,  which  generally  direct  its  use,  I  feel  myself  warranted 
to  affirm,  frcmi  the  result  of  several  cases  in  which  this  plan  was 
adopted,  \n  the  fever  natu  under  ccnfiderationt  that  bark  served  on\f 
to  exasperate  the  local  disease,  and  to  aggravate  every  symptom 
of  the  succeeding  paroxysm. 

In  many  cases  which  occurred  towards  the  final  cessation  of 
the  epidemic,  at  the  close  of  the  autumnal  season,  the  local 
ajniptonis  were  much  milder,  and  the  fever  became  intermittent, 
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after  a  moderate  evacuation  of  bh)od>  and  a  free  use  of  ]asati?e 
medicines.  In  those  cases^  calomel  was  the  medicine  I  chiefly 
employed ;  and  I  almost  invariably  observed,  that,  when  carried 
to  to  extent  sufficient  to  manifest  its  action  on  the  system  by 
the  usual  criterion,  the  paroxysms  soon  after  ceased  to  return. 

When  relapses  occur,  and  the  strength  is  at  length  a  good 
deal  exhausted,  it  becomes  necessary  to  support  the  patient  un- 
der the  action  of  the  mercury  (which  must  be  given  in  small 
doses>i  by  a  nourishing  diet  and  the  use  of  generous  wine.  Bark 
then  becomes  an  useful  auxiliary  \  and  warm  clothing,  gestation 
on  horse-back,  and  change  of  scene>  greatly  facilitate  ^e  recovery. 


XI. 

Casi  of  a  singular  Affection  of  the  Right  Leg^  tvtich^  on  extension  tj 
tbeLimb^  excited  agonizing  Headache.  By  James  Rdmsbt,  M*D. 
Amersham. 

ON  Sunday,  29d  June  1811, — ^I  was  requested  to  Tisit  Miss 
W ,  aged  11  years,  the  daughter  of  very  healthy  pa- 
rents, and  one  of  a  remarkably  healthy  family  of  children .  Her 
own  health  had  been  good  until  the  commencement  of  her  present 
illness. 

Miss  W.  had  been  confined  about  six  weeks,  by  complaints, 
beginning  with  slight  sore  throat,  arising  apparently  from  cold. 
The  circumsunces  which  most  distressed  her,  and  had  particular- 
ly excited  the  apprehensions  of  her  parents,  were  an  acute  pain 
in  the  head,  and  in  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  rt^t  leg,  whenso- 
ever that  limb  was  in  the  least  degree  extended,  even  in  bed. 
The  extreme  pain  of  the  leg,  on  motion,  obliged  her  to  be  carried 
from  the  bed  to  the  sofa,  as  she  could  not  stand.  The  pmn  in 
the  head  returned  by  fits,  at  uncertain  times,  once  or  twice  in 
every  twenty-four  hours,  in  an  agonizing  degree.  At  such  mo- 
ments, she  desired  her  servant  to  compress  her  head  with  her 
bands  as  firmly  as  she  could.  These  symptoms  were  iccompa^ 
nied  with  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  and  ofl4nsive  breath  i  the  tongue 
moist,  and  of  a  yellowish  brown  $  the  bowels  constipated  i  itoob 
dark  and  fetid  \  the  pulse  120,  small,  and  rather  hard ;  die  pupib 
of  the  eyes  much  contracted ;  countenance  pale,  and  d^ected* 
She  was  weak  %  but  the  sensorium  had  not  been  in  any  degree 
aflTected}  the    abdomen    was  not  painfull  tense^  or   tender^ 
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neither  wa»  there  ccmgh,  or  evidence  of  any  odier  Tisceral  af- 
fection. 

The  affection  oF  the  leg  had  subsisted  a  fortnight ;  no  change 
was  discoTerahle  in  it,  either  to  the  eye,  or  the  touch ;  nor  did  the 
greaitest  pfrcssure  give  pain,  so  long  as  po  attempt  was  made  to 
extend  the  liimb. 

Miss  W.  had  been  attended  by  two  very  respectable  practi- 
tionersj  who  had  given  her  first  an  emetic,  aperient  medicines 
when  die  bowels  seemed  to  reqoirc  tfaem^  salines  during  fever, 
and  the  cinchona,  whh  a  view  to  the  great  debility  they  obsenr-^ 
ed.  The  fomentations  and  embrocations  they  had  employed  for 
riie  Kmbhad  produced  no  benefit. 

fVom  a  careful  consideration  of  all  die  circumstances  of  the 
case,  I  suspected  the  seat  of  disease  to  be  in  the  head ;  and  ap- 
prehended that  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  if  not  soon 
relieved,  would  lead  on  to  the  inflammation,  and  consequent  ef* 
fusion  of  hydrocephalus  internus.  The  pain  of  the  leg  I  regard- 
ed as  a  sympathetic  affection  of  the  nerves,  supplying  the  mus- 
cles so  afllected ;  and  the  fever  ias  symptomatic  of  oe  primary 
disease  within  the  head. 

With  these  views,  I  proposed  the  immediate  application  of  six 
leeches  to  each  temple ;  to  shave  and  blister  the  head,  and  to 
mtzttMt  the  bowels ;  for  Which  last  purpose  I  directed, 
Iji  Hydrargyr.  sulMurtat.  gr.  ii. 

Pulv.  nnl.  jafapse,  gr..x.  M.  ter  die  sumendus  e  quovi& 
vehiculo  crasso. 

In  addition  to  diese  means,  a  very  simple  regimen  was  en* 
joined  • 

Wednesday,  !2#th  Juncj  I  visited  Miss  W.  again.  The  leeches 
had  bofttt  applied  oh  Sunday  evening ;  die  wounds  continued  to 
bleed  until  seven  o^clock  of  the  following  morning;  but  she  had 
not  sttftred  from  faintnesd.  From  her  extreme  aversion  to  hav- 
ing the  head  Shaved,  the  application  of  the  blister  had  been  sua* 
pended.  The  powders  which  she  began  to*  take  on  Sunday  even-> 
ing,  procured  six  stools  each  d^y,  less  fetid,  and  of  a  more  na- 
tural colour. 

FVom  the  time  the  leeches  were  applied,  the  pain  in  die  head 
ceased  j  and  die  usual  returns  of  fever  were  much  diminished.  On 
die  morning  of  Tuesday,  the^5th,  Miss  W.  found^  for  the  first 
time,  the  power  of  extending  the  leg  in  bed,  and  on  this  day  die 
could  walk,  although  not  with  the  heel  quite  flat  to  the  ground. 
Hie  pupils  were  lesft  contracted;  pulse  1 10  ^  the  appetite  not 
imprfred'f  but  she  appeared  moMe  cheerful^  and  felt  strong* 

With  tucb  evideiiceg  of  bettefit,  I  advised  a  tepeddon  of  th^ 
TOt.  vxii*  MO.  30.  N  leechesy 
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leeches,  and  a  continuance  of  the  powders  to  such  an  cxt^it,  as 
to  procure  three  or  four  stools  every  day.  The  same  regimen  also 
to  be  persevered  in. 

Monday,  July  1,  I  found 'Miss  W.  much  improved.  She 
had  had  no  return  of  tlie  pain  in  the  head,  and  could  walk  per- 
fectly well.  Her  fever  had  disappeared,  the  tongue  waa  clean, 
pulse  reduced,  appetite  better,  bowels  freely  acted  upon  by  the 
powders. 

Although  I  had  the  pleasure  to  consider  my  patient  convales- 
cent, I  judged  it  expedient  to  guard  against  any  return  of  the 
symptoms  of  congestion,  by  endeavouring  to  divert  or  prevent 
any  morbid  action  &at  might  reproduce  it.  I  directed,  therefore, 
3ss.  ung.  hydrargyr.  fort  to  be  rubbed  into  the  lower  extremities 
at  bed-time;  the  powders  to  be  taken  so  as  to  produce  a  full  ef- 
fect twice  in  the  week  \  and  a  blister  to  be  applied  between  the 
shoulders,  and  kept  open  with  the  ung.  sabinae.  I  farther  re- 
commended  the  following  draught  to  be  taken  three  times  in  the 
day; 

"Ht  Tinct.  digital,  purp.  gtt.  vj. 
Aq.  anunon.  acetat*  3ij. 
Tinct.  lavend.  comp.  gtt.  xx« 
Mist,  camph.  |(ss.  M. 
On  the  8th,  1  found  Miss  W.  improving  still  in  appearance, 
appetite,  and  spirits ;  pulse  90.    Directed  all  the  remedies  to  be 
continued,  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  ung.  hydr.  as  it  had  not 
yet  affected  the  system. 

July  1 5. _ Pulse  80 ;  perfectly  well  in  health  and  spirits;  and 
disposed  now  to  amusements  more  than  she  had  been  for.aome 
months  past  5  her  mother  having  observed,  long  previous  to  her 
iUness,  a  disinclination  to  these,  and  that  she  complained  often  of 
headache.  No  effects  from  the  ung.  hydrargyr.  Moderate  ex- 
ercise^ simple  diet,  and  an  occasional  use  of  the  powders,  the 
only  attentions  now  advised.  Miss  W.  has  continued  since  in 
the  enjoyment  of  full  health. 

The  remedies,  from  which  the  cure  of  the  foregoing  case  is  in- 
ferred, are  the  bleeding  and  purging.  Whether  the  symploais 
enumerated  did  arise  from  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  th^  head> 
or  from  an  undue  performance  of  the  functions  oi  the  bowels 
simply,  is  necessarily  matter  of  conjecture.  Either  <^  those 
causes  might  exist  originally  independent  of  the  other  |  but  they 
are  known  to  operate  reciprocally  in  producing  and  exasperating 
their  respective  evils.  And  the  two  great  remedies,  therefore,  on 
which  the  stress  of  the  treatment  was  laid,  might  be  highly  boie- 
ficial,  either  singly,  in  reference  to  their  peculiar  indications,  or 
by  t^ir  popibiued  effects  in  extinguishing  the  oweiable  di8«»e» 

which 
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irfiich  was  iuspected  to  be  in  progress,  in  its  earliest  and  periMp** 
its  cMil  J  curable  stage.  It  will  be  admitted,  as  a  strong  reason  for 
believing  the  primary  affection  to  have  been  within  the  head,  that 
the  pain  before  felt  there  ceased  immediately  upon  the  appUca^r 
tion  of  the  leeches*  and  before  the  use  of  any  other  remedy. 

Feb.  13.  1812, 
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Case  of  Pouofiingp  by  the  external  ij>plicatien  of  Corrosive  SuUimate. 
By  Archibald  Robertson,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

/^ME  of  his  majesty's  cruizers,  employed  during  the  present 
^^  winter  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  received  on  board,  at 
Coraana,  a  passenger,  whose  disastrous  fortune  had  compelled 
him  to  seek  an  asylum  in  Britain.  This  unfortunate  individual 
had  been  exposed  to  such  extreme  suffering,  that  he  had  become 
a  prev  to  ahnost  all  the  diseases  attendant  upon  poverty  and  filth. 
The  humanity  of  British  officers  had  not  been  awanting  in  en^ 
deavouring  to  lessen  these  •,  but  it  happened,  that  every  aniele  for 
psora  having  been  expended,  separating  him  from  the  unaflect-^ 
ed  was  the  onljr  medical  expedient  which  could  then  be  adopt* 
ed,  until  the  amval  of  the  vessel  hi  England. 

The  surgeon,  however,  haying  occasion  to  adnunister  medicine 
to  Idm  for  another  complaint,  received  the  infection,  which  soon 
betrayed  itself  on  his  hands,  wrists,  and  arms.  As  they  were  des- 
tined to  the  port,  where  his  wife,  children^  and  relations  anxious- 
ly looked  for  his  return,  after  a  long  and  harassing  absence,  he 
became  extremely  desirous  of  removing  the  eruption,  and  there- 
fore had  recourse  to  the  small  quantity  of  the  muriate  of  mer* 
cury  remaining  in  his  possession,  forming  a  solution  in  alcohol,  in  • 
the  proportion  of  four  or  &?e  grains  to  the  ounce,  with  which, 
morning  and  night,  he  very  freely  washed  the  afected  parts.  By 
its  iise^  the  eruption  began  to  disappear  on  the  5th  day }  but  on* 
the  7th,  he  felt  himself  extremely  feverish,  having  an  intense 
headache,  flushed  countenance,  full  and  quick  pulse,  and  great 
heat  on  the  skin.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  he  was  attacked 
by  violent  pain  in  the. stomach,  attended  by  vomiting  and  painful 
retching,  which  continued  with  little  interval  the  whole  of  the 
night.    In  the  mornings  these  were  SQmewhat  nuMer,  but  the 
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W9{Mte  WW  of  short  doration,  being  speedily  — raArf  «Mi 
rhoea,  attended  with  tenesmus.    At  this  period  the  " 


port,  on  which  1  took  ioimediate  >oocasien  to  visit  my  fiieadi 
whom  I  unexpectedly  found  in  the  abo?e  distress.  His  pulse 
was  small,  quick,  and  tremulous,  bk  counienaiioe^sliausted  ud 
sunk,  yiolent  and  frequent  retching,  a  constant  desive  to  go  to 
stool,  the  mattrr  evacuated  being  scanty,  chiefly  blood  and  omu 
CU8,  but  above  all  the  debility  seemed  particularly  alarming. 

These  complaints  he  had  justly  attributed  to  the  unguarded 
appli':ation  of  the  solution  to  the  surface  of  his  body,  and  had 
therefore  taken  large  doses  of  opium,  repeating  them  at  intervals. 
As,  however,  they  had  only  effected  a  partial  relief,  and  the  symp- 
toms were' still  extremely  urgent,  I  prepared  a  hot  bath  for  him, 
with  as  much  speed,  and  in  the  best  manner  which  the  conveni- 
ences of  a  ship  could  afibrd.  After  this  I  gave  him  a  sudorific, 
and  as  soon  .as  the  diaphoresis  commeiiced,  coveted  hios  caseful- 
ly  in  warm  blankets,  without  administering  any  diluents,  appre- 
hensive that  they  might  again  excite  the  aption  of  the  slo- 
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•  When  the  sudorific  process  had  been  oontiniied  for  some  ciae,' 
all  the  symptoms  became  evidently  milder,  and,  as  he  was  extreme- 
ly exhausted,  I  gave  him  a  large  dose  of  opium  in  substance, 
which  procured  him  a  comfortable  and  refreshing  sle^. 

When  I  saw  him  on  the  following  morning,  he  contimied  in  a 
state  of  recovery  ;  but  the  exhaustion  was  great,  and  he  comphdn- 
ed  of  his  breach  being  extremely  fetid,  and  of  a  bitter  taste  ia 
his  mouth.  The  next  day  his  mouth  was  wotse,  the  gums 
swollen,  and  several  i^f  his  teeth  loose ;  and  on  die  third  morning 
after  I  first  saw  him,  being  the  tenth  since  he  had  applied  the 
solution,  he  was  in  as  complete  a  salivation  as  over  was  produ* 
ced  by  the  common  mode  of  introducing  the  medicine  into  the 
system,  and  which  ran  the  san^e  course. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  this  instance  the  same  inference 
is  afibrded,  as  in  the  case  related  by  Dr  Anderson.  It  is  evident 
that  the  derailment  of  the  stomach  was  excited  by  the  mnriate 
of  mercury  having  been  introduced  into  »the  system  throu^ 
the  cutaneous  lymphatics.  The  quantity  inttoduoed  cannot  have 
been  very  consideiable,  and  it  therefore  affords  an  important 
practical  caution.  That  it  would  have  terminated  fatally,  had 
suitable  means  not  been  adopted,  is  likewise  an  evident  deduction. 
Tlie  treatment  was  the  same  as  in  Dr  Anderson's  patient,  widi 
the  addition  of  the  sudorific  process,  which  possesses  all  those 
high  advantages  in  dysenteric  symptoms,  adduced  m  its  support 
by  Dr  Moseley. 

In  one  of  our  naval  ho^tals,  where  the  metallic  salt  is  some* 

times 
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gifim  m  the  more  8tabbor»  eases  of  sjphilUi  I  have  obstrv* 
•d  dbe  ptyaliam  to  be  unaformly  moce  severe;  that  its  exhibi* 
tion  is.^ways  some  ttme  or  otbec  attended  by  seveK  afiection  of 
the  bowels  ;  and  that  the  debility  is  greater  and  more  difficolt  to 
'WctGOOie,  than  in  those  caserin  which  the  other  preparations  of 
die  mtneral'  are  administef  ed» 
Deat^  2Sd  Pitrmuj  1812. 


XIII. 

Cas$  ^  Pidnfcur$i  by  TttiUaiien^  with  som§  otservotions  om  ths  rf» 
fects  of7iti//atian  on  tie  Nervous  Si^tem.    By  Jambs  Ward&op, 

Esq. 

lli|ANT  important  physiological  truths  are  established  by  accu. 
^^  rate  observations  on.  the  phenomena  of  diseases.  Physiology 
also  contributed  much  to  the  advancement  of  pathological  inqui- 
ries. The  connection  of  these  branches  of  medical  science  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  the  various  sympathetic  afiections  of  our 
organs,  the  syn^toms  of  diseases  pointin?  out^natural  relatione 
between  parts,  whilst  an  acquaintance  with  tliese  natural  phe* 
nomena  accounts  for  various  symptoms  in  diseases  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  inexplicable.  A  knowledge  of  the  relations 
and  sympathies  among  the  diffierent  organs,  is  of  no  less  import-' 
ance  in  therapeutics.  If  we  can  discover  that  certain  symptoms  ' 
in  diseases  are  merely  sympathetic,  we  are  led  to  employ  remedies 
"which  will  act  directly  on  the  primary  afiection.  And  besides 
this  mode  of  treating  diseases,  another  of  great  importance  is 
pointrd  out,  perhaps  not  less  powerful,  and  of  far  more  extensive 
application. 

It  is  a  fact  well  established  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  that  in 
many  diseases,  the  most  useful  remedies,  instead  of  acting  direct- 
ly on  the  primary  affection,  produce  their  influence  on  some  or^ 
gan  or  texture  in  die  body,  between  which,  and  the  part  primari- 
ly affected,  there  exists  some  connection  or  consent,  whether  pro- 
duced by  any  direct  communication  of  nervous  matter,  or  by  anv^ 
other  law  established  in  the  animal  economy.  Numerous  practical' 
illustrations  may  be  mentioned,  in  which,  upon  these  principleS| 
the  use  of  many  of  the  moft  valuable  remedies  can  alone  Be  ex-* 
plained.  The  skin,  the  alimentary  canalj  the  kidneysi  the  oeSidar 
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textare,  aflFord  striking  examples  of  the  advantages  of  this  chan- 
nel in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  In  all  febrile  aflections»  in  lo- 
cal inflammations,  in  some  diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  odier 
viscera,  many  powerful  remedies  are  given,  with  a  view  to  influ- 
ence the  functions  of  the  skin,  the  stomach,  the  intestines,  and  die 
kidneys.  Hence  the  employment  of  emetics,  of  sudorifics,  of 
diuretics,  of  purgatives,  of  alterative  medicines,  and  many 
others. 

Keeping  such  facts  in  my  mind,  and  aware  of  the  great 
sympathy  which  subsists  between  the  skin  and  nervous  system, 
I  have  often  thought,  that  in  many  diseases  ojf  that  system,  a 
powerful  effect  might  be  produced,  by  tickling  those  parts  of  die 
skin  which  are  possessed  of  the  most  susceptibility  to  that  pecu* 
liar  excitement.  The  following  case  affords  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion, both  of  the  foregoing  doctrines,  and  of  their  application  to 
the  treatment  of  diseases. 

A  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  April  1810, 
when  with  the>irmyin  Portugal,was  seiaed  with  a  fever,  which  was 
at  that  time  epidemic  among  the  troops.  In  consequence  of  re- 
peated attacks  of  the  disease,  he  remained  for  nearly  twelve 
months  in  the  difl^erent  military  hospitals  of  Coimbra,  Lisbon, 
8cc.  Besides  what  he  described  as  the  febrile  disease,  he  had  a 
severe  affection  of  his  bead,  for  which  he  waAled  profusely ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  Britain,  he  had  a  complete  paralyric  af- 
fection of  the  left  side.  By  living  in  the  country,  he  regained  a 
good  deal  of  strength ;  and  he  was  able  to  move,  though  in  a 
very  small  degree,  the  paralytic  arm  and  hand.  Soon  after  this, 
the  complaint  in  his  head  returned  with  its  former  violence,  but, 
by  copious  and  repeated  bleedings,  the  giddiness  and  stupor,  which 
were  the  chief  symptoms^  were  removed.  The  paralytic  aflec- 
tion  of  the  left  side,  during  this  attack,  became  more  complete ; 
and  although  his  general  health  improved,  yet  in  the  beeinning  of 
August  last,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment, and  a  continued  use  of  blisters  and  electricitv  to  the  affect- 
ed side,  the  limb  continued  feeble,  and  his  arm  and  hand  perfea- 
ly  useless. 

When  I  saw  him  at  this  period,  which  was  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust last,  eighteen  months  from  the  commencement  of  his  illness^ 
he  had  a  marked  halt  in  the  left  leg,  and  the  left  arm  hung  mo- 
tionless, not  having  the  power  of  even  producing  any  sensible 
movement  with  any  of  his  fingers.  The  arm,  too,  was  consi* 
derably  wasted;  the  hand  oedematous,  with  occasional  pains 
about  his  shoulder  i  his  pulse  a  little  full  and  frequent ;  his 
tongue  foned,  and  a  tendency  to  headache.    After  completely 
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empeying.his  bowels  by  aloedc  purgatiyes,  and  cupping  him  in 
tbe  neck,  bf  which  treatment  all  the  febrile  symptoms,  and 
those  of  detennination  of  blood  to  the  head,  seemed  to  be  remoT- 
ed,  I  began  to  try  the  effect  of  titsUatian. 

The  process  which  was  employed  to  titillate  was  extremely 
aimple.  A  person  was  directed  to  draw  a  feather  gently  orer  the 
surface  of  the  skin  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  until  it  excited 
laughter;  and  I  purposed  that  this  should  be  done  three  or 
four  times  a^day. 

On  trial,  it  was  found  that  the  desired  effect  could  readily  be 
produced.  At  first,  it  was  found  that  a  considerable  time  was 
necessary  to  excite  laughter ;  but  the  more  frequently  the  appli- 
cation was  employed,  the  more  quickly  it  was  accomplished. 
He  found,  too,  that  the  laughter  was  produced  much  more 
speedily  when  he  was  tickled  by  another  person,  than  when  he 
used  tne  feather  himself ;  and  that  it  was  most  easily  excited, 
by  applying  the  feather  to  the  part  of  the  palm  where  it  is  mark- 
}Sf        flexion  of  the  thumb. 

The  beneficial  effects  which  the  titillation  produced  on  the 
paralytic  arm,  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

After  employing  it  a  few  days,  he  began  to  feel  as  if  the  limb 
were  reanimated,  a  sensation  which  lasted  a  short  time  after  each 
fit  of  laughter.  This  sensation  was  soon  followed  by  a  power  to 
produce  a  sensible  and  voluntary  motion  of  the  fingers,  which 
daily  increased ;  so  that  in  about  a  month  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  use  of  the  titillation,  he  could  grasp  his  hand  with  a 
moderate  firmness,  and  move,  in  like  maimer,  the  elbuw  and 
shoulder-joints.  After  this  period,  the  strength  of  the  iin;b  was 
rapidly  regained  ;  and  in  two  months  from  the  commencement  of 
this  treatment,  I  met  him  in  the  street  carrying  a  bundle  under 
the  afiected  arm. 

The  titillation  was  also  used  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
affected  side,  the  feather  being  applied  to  the  sole  of  the  foot, 
where  it  failed  not  to  produce  a  speedy  and  great  degree  of 
laughter. 

Besides  the  titillation,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  I  also 
advised  him  to  rub  the  limbs  with  the  dry  hand,  morning  and 
evening  ;  and  this  was  done  with  a  view  not  only  of  removing 
the  oedematous  swelling,  but  also  of  producing  an  additional 
excitement  on  the  skin.  I  have  seen  the  patient  four  months 
after  the  above  treatment  had  been  employed,  when  he  remained 
perfectly  well.  I  am  aware  that  the  event  of  any  new  mod.e 
of  treatment,  in  an  individual  instance,  cannot  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  any  general  conclusion.  The  case,  however,  seems  to 
me  to  a0brd  an  interesting  illustration  of  the  influence  which 

the 
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the  functions  of  die  skin  haYe  on  tb^  nenrous  systeiily  ^tid  la 
open  a  channel  for  observation  and  experuaent)  in  T^inoas 
diseases  of  that  system,  which  may  lead  to  impon^t  impvoTe- 
ments  in  their  treatment.  Under  that  impression^  I  ha^e  ten^ 
tured  to  lay  these  remarks  before  the  pubKci  in  th<sir  pcesent 
form  ;  and  with  the  hopes  that,  by  their  early  communication, 
the  good  effects  of  the  practice  may  be  established  by  the  ample 
experience  of  others. 

It  may  be  remarked,  before  concluding  these  obsenration^  that  a 
good  deal  of  discrimination  must  necessarily  be  employed  in  selec- 
ting cases  where  titlUation  is  likely  to  prove  beneficial,  and  in  de^ 
termining  the  extent  in  which  it  may. be  prudent  to  employ  such  a 
remedy.  As  long,  as  the  paralytic  affection  seems  to  depaid  on  ^ 
increased  quantity  of  blooid  in  the  encephaloR)  or  to  arise  from  2aq 
morbid  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  brain,  or  its  coverings,  aU 
attempts  by  titillation,  or  other  means,  to  recover  the  power  of  the 
paralytic  nerves,  must  be  fruitless,  if  not  highly  dangerous.  Util- 
latien  appears  to  me  to  be  applicable  to  those  cases  only  where  the 
primary  affection  is  removed,  and  where  the  palsy ,  which  waa  mere- 
ly one  of  its  symptoms,  alone  remains.  How  far  titillation  may 
have  an  efiect  in  alleviating  the  excruciating  pain  of  tic  dmilmfeux^ 
sciatica,  and  some  other  affections  which  seem  chiefly  confined  tp 
nervesy  experience  can  alone  determine.  Titillation,  when  em- 
ployed in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  must,  like  other  powerful  ft- 
medies,  be  at  first  used  with  caution ;  and  we  are  enabled  to 
vary  the  extent  of  its  effects,  from  tickling  to.  laughter,  or  even 
convulsion. 

Every  one  knows,  from  personal  experience,  the  two  first  degrees 
of  its  effects.  There  are,  I  believe,  many  instances  of  its  having 
produced  convulsions,  and  I  have  heard  of  one  case  where  it 
proved  fatal.  In  all  probability,  the  effects  of  titillation,  as  a  re* 
medy,  should  be  confined  to  the  excitement  of  laughter,  which 
in  old  or  obstinate  cases  may  be  excited  even  to  an  immoderate 
degree. 

It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  determine  how  far  titillation  acts 
directly  on  the  affected  nerves,  or  indirectly  through  the  medium 
of  the  brain;  the  latter  appears  to  be  the  most  probable  opinion; 
and  if  this  be  found  to  be  the  case,  it  may  b^  equally  beneficial 
to  titillate  the  skin  of  the  sound  as  of  the  paralytic  limb,  thus 
obtaining  a  more  extensive,  and  a  more  efficacious  mode  of  ap- 
plying titillation  as  a  remedy.  The  influence  of  mental  emotion 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  gn  the  vital  and  ani^lal  functioosi 
has  not  yet  met  with  that  consideration  in  the  treatment  of  dis* 
eases  which  it  appears  to  merit.  The  effects  of  music  in  sobdc 
of  these  diseases,  and  the  variations  of  the  same  disease  in  indiri- 
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d«ali>'tttMkr  tke  lAiiitoce  of  different  mental  emotkmS)  prove  thie 
laflnenee,  and  niglit  lead  na  to  expect  that  great  beneficial  ard« 
vantagea  mi^  be  def iTcdi  from  acting  on  the  minda  of  thoae  af- 
flicted with  such  complaints. 
Londcn^  February  1812. 


MEDICAL  EXTRACTS.    No.  VIIL 

Qir  Ai  Bumm  rf  bebmd.    From  Sir  G«  S.  MACKSMXm'a  Travda*. 

No  apologr  18  necessary  fbr  the  length  of  die  present  extract. 
Tie  influence  of  climate,  soiU  diet,  and  customs,  upon  die 
health  of  the  human  species,  is  at  all  times  an  interesting  subject 
of  inquiry  to  the  medical  philosopher  \  but  in  no  instance  does 
it  promise  more  marked  asid  useful  results  than  in  the  jpresent 
instance.  Medical  literature  abounda  with  valuable  writmgs  oq 
the  diaeaaeaof  warm  climates,  but  they  had  no  counterpsfrt  wor- 
thy of  being  conttasted  with  them,  until  the  pveaeot  eaaay,  by 
Dr  Holland,  who  accompanied  Sir  6.  Mackenzie  in  his  espedi«^ 
tion  to  Iceland,  was  given  to  the  public. 

The  poverty  of  the  Icelanders*  and  the  dispersion  of  tbeir  small  com« 
munity  over  so  vast  an  extent  of  country,  render  it  almost  impossible  that 
medical  practitioners  should  obLiin  an  independent  subsistence  in  the  is- 
land. To  obviate,  as  far  as  possible,  this  evil,  a  small  medical  establish- 
ment 18  provided  at  the  public  expence ;  consisting  of  a  superintendant 
physician,  who  has  the  title  of  landphysicus,  an  apothecary,  and  five  subor- 
dinate medical  men,  who  are  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  island! 
The  physician  and  apothecary  are  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Reikiavik ; 
where  a  house,  somewhat  superior  in  size  and  accommodation  to  the  com- 
nioo  class  of  Icelandic  habitations,  is  provided  for  their  reception.  Inde^ 
pendently  of  this  provision,  and  the  use  of  some  land  annexed  to  the 
house,  tfie  landphysicus  has  an  annual  salary  of  6oo  rix-dollars,  with  the 
liberty  to  avaO  himself  of  the  profits  of  any  practice  which  hi$  situation 
may  afford.  The  present  possessor  of  the  ofhce  is  Dr  Klog,  a  native  of 
Iceland,  but  educated  at  Copenhagen.  Of  the  country  practitioners,  one 
is  stationed  on  the  southern  coast  of  the  island ;  another  on  tl)e  eastern 
coast ;  a  third  on  the  northern  ;  and  two  in  the  western  province.  The 
reader  will  readily  conceive  how  entirely  destitute  of  medical  assistance 
many  parts  of  the  country  must  be,  when  it  is  mentioned  that  sotne  of 
these  districts,  subject  to  the  care  of  a  singl^individual,  extend  nearly  2od 
miles  along  the  coast,  with  a  breadth  varying  from  ten  to  thirty  miles. 
We  had  the  opportunity,  while  in  Iceland}  of  seeing  two  of  the  country 
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practitiooert ;  both  rery  respectable  men*  and  well  iofbrmed  in  their  pto- 
tettioD.  One  of  them»  Mr  PaolBon*  has  already  been  noticed,  as  poesea- 
«ng  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  natural  history  than  any  of  his  coiio- 

trymen* 

With  the  exception  of  three  boflpitalsy  in  which  a  few  incurable  lepers 
receive  gratuitous  support,  no  medical  institution  exists  on  the  island. 
These  hospitals  are  roainutned  at  the  public  expence ;  and  in  a  method 
worthy  of  being  noticed  from  its  sinj^uiarity.  On  a  certain  specified  day» 
at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  nshery  on  the  coast  is  most  abundant 
and  successful,  every  fishing-boat  in  the  island  is  required  to  contribute 
one  man's  share  of  the  capture  that  has  been  been  made.  A  proviaioD  in 
added  to  the  law,  that  if  the  number  of  fish  taken  by  any  boat  on  this  day 
does  not  afford  a  share  of  five  to  each  fisherman,  the  contribution  to  the 
hospitals  shall  be  delayed,  until  the  next  time  when  the  produce  of  a  day's 
fishmg  equals  or  exceeds  this  amount. 

In  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  Icebnd,  it  will  be  necessarv  to  allude  on- 
ly to  those,  which  furnish  any  facts  peculiar  and  interesting ;  or  which 
are  more  especially  connected  with  the  climate  and  mode  of  liviBg  among 
the  inhabiunts. 

The  diet  of  the  Icelanders  consists  almost  solely  of  animal  food  ;  of 
which  fish,  either  firesh  or  dried,  forms  by  hr  the  largest  proportion. 
During  the  summer  they  have  milk  and  butter  in  considerable  abun- 
dance ;  but  of  bread,  and  every  other  vegetable  food,  there  is  the  ut- 

^  most  scarcityy  and,  among  the  lower  classes,  an  almost  entire  privation. 

'  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  personal  and  domestic  habits  of  the  M>ple 
has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  pages.  It  is  an  evU  inci- 
dent to  their  situation  ;  the  removal  of  which  could  probably  only  be  ac- 
complished by  the  sacrifice  of  other  habits,  still  more  essential  to  their 
comforuble  existence.  As  an  effect  of  these  circumstances  in  the  mode 
of  life  of  the  Icelanders,  cutaneous  diseases,  arising  from  a  cachectic  state 
of  the  body,  are  exceedingly  frequent  among  them,  and  appear  under  some 
of  their  worst  forms.  Scurvy  and  loprosv  are  common  in  the  island ;  oc« 
curring  especially  in  the  districts  of  Uuldbringc  and  Snxfell  Syssels,  and 
on  other  parts  of  the  western  coast,  where  the  inhabiunts  depend  chiefly 
upon  fishing,  and  where  the  pastures  are  inferior  in  extent  and  produce. 
iht  scurvy  (krefifuuait)%  as  it  appears  in  Iceland,  presents  no  remarkable 
peculiarity  ot  symptoms.  The  disease  is  observed  to  occur  with  greatest 
frequency  at  those  periods,  when  there  has  been  a  deficiency  of  food 
among  the  inhabiunts,  or  when  the  snow  and  frost  of  the  winter  succeed 
immediately  to  a  wet  autumnal  season.  For  iu  cure,  a  vegeuble  diet  is 
employed,  in  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Icelanders  will  allow  of 
such  means.  Fruiu  of  every  kind  are  altogether  wanting  to  them  $  but 
some  advanuge  is  derived  from  the  employment  of  the  cochlearia  (offici- 
oalis  et  Danica),  of  the  trefoil  (trifolium  repens),  of  the  berries  and  tops 
of  the  juniper  (juniperus  communis),  and  of  the  sedura  acre ;  plants  which 
are  all  indigenous  in  the  island. 

Tlie  leprosy  of  the  Icelanders,  {Lihhra^  HoUivcikef  or  Spiicljia,)  ex- 
hibiu  in  many  insunces  all  the  essential  characters  of  the  genuine  ele. 

phantiasi^ 


]81S«  On  the  Diseasts  rf  Iceland.  HM 

-^mtmskh  or  lepra  Arabum  * ;  and  is  a  disease  of  the  most  Ibrmidable  and 
dmreMiog  kioa     Indolent  tvunours  of  the  face  and  Ihnbt  are  generally 
among  the  first  symptoms  of  the  complaint,  attended  by  swellings  of  the 
slWary,  inguinaU  and  axillary  glands.    The  nostrils,  ears,  and  lips  are 
progressively  afiected  with  swelling  and  deformity.    The  skin  o?er  the 
whole,  or  different  parts  of  the  body,  l^ecomes  thick  and  hard  ;  sometimes 
exhibbing  a  shining  or  nnctnous  surface,  sometimes  one  rough  and  sea* 
brans,  which,  at  a  more  adr anced  period  of  the  disease,  displays  nomerous 
cracl^  or  fissures.    The  senses  are  usually  much  enfeebled ;  and  ansesthe* 
«a  of  the  extremities  generally  occurs.    The  voice  assumes  a  peculiar 
hoarseness  and  nasal  tone,  frecjuently  with  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  but  with- 
(wt  any  hindrance  of  deglutition,  until  the  disease  has  made  great  piiogms 
in  the  habit  of  the  patient :  the  breath  and  perspired  matter  are  extremely 
fetid ;  and  the  hairs  and  nails  frequently  fall  off.    The  tnmours  in  difie* 
lent  paru  of  the  body  gradually  ^ass  into  malignant  ulcers,  which  dis- 
charge an  acrid,  unhealthy  matter.     In  this  sute  the  patient  often  hnsers 
during  a  long  time  ;  or  where  the  disease  has  a  more  speedy  termination, 
ail  the  symptoms  are  rapidly  aggravated,  and  he  is  carried  oft  in  a  state  of 
extreme  debility  and  wretchedness  f . 

When  it  is  considered  how  frequently  unsuccessful  the  treatment  of  this 
disease  is  in  more  auspicious  regions,  it  will  not  excite  surprise  that  in  Ice» 
land  the  attempt  at  cure  should  generally  be  unavailing.  Where,  from 
the  tttuation  of  the  patient,  medical  assistance  can  be  obtained,  laxatives, 
diaphoretics,  and  issues,  or  sometimes  even  venesection,  are  employed  in 
the  earlier  stages,  or  with  a  prophylactic  view.  The  indigenous  pkmt» 
which  the  natives  employ  as  remedies,  are  the  juniper,  the  vaccmram 
myrtilltts,  the  rhodiola  rosea,  and  the  dryas  octopetala ;  the  latter  of  which 
particularly  grows  in  great  abundance  on  the  island.  These  remedies, 
however,  appear  to  be  of  little  avail  in  relieving  any  of  the  urgent  symp* 
toms  ol  the  disease. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  distinct  record  exists  in  Iceland  of  the  first 
appearance  of  the  leprosy  in  this  country.  The  Chevalier  Bach,  in  his 
letter  to  Dr  Van  Troil  on  the  subject,  thinks  it  probable  that  the  disease 
was  brought  into  Iceland  from  Asia  or  the  south  of  Europe,  at  the  time 
of  the  crusades ;  in  which  he  asserts  that  these  islanders  bore  a  part  with 
the  other  nations  of  Europe ;(.  From  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  Icelandt 
it  appears  that  the  latter  statement  is  not  well  founded  ;  but  though  not 
prticipating  in  the  holy  wars,  the  Icelanders  had  at  diis  period  an  intimate 
connection  with  the  European  continent ;  and  the  disease,  of  which  we 
are  speaking,  when  once  introduced,  would  readily  be  kept  up,  partlv  by 
its  contagious  character,  principally  perhaps  by  the  food  and  personal  ha- 
bits of  the  people.  In  the  rest  of  Europe,  it  has  gradually  disappeared, 
in  consequence  of  the  progressive  improvement  in  the  modes  ol^  living 
among  every  class  of  society. 

The 

*  The  elephantiasis  of  Cullen :  the  elephantiasis  legitima  of  Sauvage. 

f  The  description  given  by  Dr  T.  Heberden  of  the  elephantiasis  occurring 
in  the  island  of  Madeira,  accords  very  exactly  with  the  appearance  of  the  dis« 
eaie  as  it  exisu  in  Iceland.    See  London  Medical  Transactions,  Vol  I* 

X  Set  Van  TroiFs  Lctteis  on  I.celand. 
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The  miag^  onainitted  by  the  anMll-pox  10  IoeUndha*e  been  inch  » 
to  render  this  disease  importaot  even  in  the  poiitical  history  of  the  i»laiid 
Introduced  from  the  continent-  at  different  perioda*  and  theae  in  ^geacral 
distant  from  each  odber,  it  baa  spread  rapidly»  and  under  ita  most  ▼imleot 
form  I  producing  effeas  almost  unexampled  in  the  hiatory  of  this  dreadliil 
disease.  The  most  remark<.bie  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  1707; 
during  which  year  the  mortality  amounted,  accordmg  to  the  moat  accarate 
estimau»  to  about  i6»ooo  souls ;  more  than  a  fourth  nart  of  the  whole  po- 
{»ulation  of  the  conntvy  at  that  period.  Several  similar  ioataocea  are  le* 
corded  in  the  history  of  Iceland,  though  none  attended  with  effecta  ao  ex- 
tenaUrely  diaastrous.  A  few  years  ago,  the  vaccine  matter  waa  iatroduced 
into  the  island  from  Denmark  ;  but  owing  to  the  smaUneas-  of  the  popola- 
tion,  and  its  dispersion  over  so  wide  a  surface,  thia  waa  soon  lose  agaia ; 
and  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  we  found  the  practice  of  inoculation  entirely 
auapended.  In  the  contemplation  of  this  circumstancet  we  had  taken  oat 
with  US  a  few.  vaccine  crusts,,  with  the  design  of  recommeodrng  the  method 
lately  proposed  by  Mr  Bryce.  Almost  immediately  00  our  arrival,  we  ia- 
flculated  several  children  at  Reikiavik,  and  afterwards  in  other  paru  of 
the  country  ;  and  having  a  communication  with  the  landphyaicua  on  the 
subject,  we  bad  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  beiore  we  returned  to  BtitaiD, 
that  the  vaccine  crust  had  found  its  way  into  every  part  of  the  island. 
The  adoption  of  the  plan  of  inoculating  frum  the  crust  will  doidnieaa  se* 
cure  to  the  inhabitant;:  a  permanent  continuance  of  this  blessing. 

The  Icelanders  have  occasionally  sufft^ied  much  from  the  measles,  ss 
well  as  from  the  small-pox  ;  the  epidemic  being  attended  with  inflamma- 
tory affections  of  the  chest.  In  1 797,  six  hundred  people  were  oarried  off 
by  this  disease. 

Syphilis  cannot  be  said  to  exist  in  Iceland.  Single  cases  have  some- 
times  occurred  from  communication  with  foreigners )  but  the  disease  hai 
always  been  intercepted  before  it  made  any  progress  in  the  country. 

Psora  is  an  almost  universal  complaint  in  Iceland,  appearing  indiscrimi- 
nately among  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  No  discredit  ia  attached  to 
it,  nor  does  it  seem  that  any  means  of  cure  are  attempted,  thon^  the 
most  efficacious  remedy  exists  in  so  much  abundance  in  the  country. 

Inflammatory  visceral  affections  are  very  common  among  the  Iceland- 
ers. The  variable  nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  constant  exposure  to  vet 
and  cold  which  is  incurred  in  the  occupation  of  fishing,  give  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  pulmonary  complaints ;  and  out  of  the  annual  number  of  £atbs 
in.  the  island,  a  very  large  proportion  are  referable  to  this  cause.  This 
fact  was  asceruined  from  the  examination  of  certain  sutiatical  registers, 
which  are  annually  drawn  up  by  the  priests  of  the  several  pariahcs,  and 
,Uansmitted  to  the  Bishop  at  Reikiavik.  In  these  pulmonary  afieaiooi^ 
and  especially  in  cases  of  phthisis,  the  Lichen  Islandicus  is  much  employed 
by  the  natives ;  and  possesses  a  reputation  among  them,  which  the  expe- 
rience of  Its  effects  m  other  counuies  would  scarcely  seem  to  warrant. 
As  a  demulcent  remedy,  however,  it  probably  in  some  degree  alleviates 
the  symptoms,  and»  as  an  article  of  diet  in  such  cases  its  use  may  certadnly 
be  advantageous* 

Ii^ammatory  afftaions  of  the  abdominal  viscera  aie  likewiie  very  com- 
mon amoog  the  loeiaoden ;  chiefly  perhaps  in  oonse^piencn  of  thepccu* 

liar 
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Ikr  luMre^  liie  4Bet  to  M^ich  ^hey  are  acctmomed.  It  is  possible  dso^ 
that  a  dispositioR  may  be  -gtrea  to  these  complaints  by  the  treatment  of  die* 
^fldno  in  their  early  infancy.  A  mother  in  Icdand  sddom  sockles  her 
dnld  ;  but  nOLrishes  it  frcmi  the  time  of  its  birth,  with  cow's  01  sheep*g 
miHc,  ^i4Hch  th^  infrnt  sticks  from  a  piece  of  moistened  rag,  or  a  sponge* 
Where  from  extreme  pmcrty,  or  •other  circonistances,  miHt  cannot  he  ob- 
tuned,  tt'Mtde'fish-or  4esh  meat,  roHed  up  in  doth  and  Hnen,  and  put  into 
the  ii^t^s  month,  is  tbe  snbstiitite  most  commonly  employed.  The  di^ 
of  the  Icelanders  likewise  gives  tnnch  disposition  to  worms ;  and  the  asca- 
rides  are  observed  to  be  particularly  frequent. 

The  climate  and  the  occupations  of  the  people,  partlcalaHy  that  offish* 
ing.  Fender  rheumatic  affections  veiy  common.  It  ts  said  that  gout  also 
occasionally  occurs ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  is  not  some  modi* 
ficawn  of  iheumatism  which  obtatna  tfiis  name. 

Hypochondriasis  is  a  hrqnent  complamt  among  the  natires  of  Iceland ; 
indticcd  probMy  by  the  physical  circumstances  of  their  situation,  and  the 
long  confinement  to  their  habitations,  which  is  necessary  during  the  win- 
ter  season.  Yet  the  general  temperatncnt  of  the  Icelanders  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  a  melanchcTic  one,  and  the  vivacity  of  tlieir  manner  frequently 
forma  a  atrifking  conttast  to  the  wretchedness  which  their  external  condi*, 
tkm  displays. 

Besides  the  diseases  which  hare  already  heen  noticed,  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity* wbile  in  Iceland,  of  seeing  oflsea  of  ^lef  sy,  bysSeria*  amenorrhoaai 
menorrhagia,  «ihaa,  icteriu,  &c.  No  case  of  idiopathic  feref,  either  in- 
torniittcDt  or  continued,  occurred  to  my  obaerration.  With  re<p<:ct  to  in- 
terroittents,  however,  1  was  informed  that  they  occasionally  ap|)ear  among 
the  inhabitants  under  a  well  marked  form ;  an  effect  no  doubt  of  the  vast 
extent  of  bogs  and  marshy  ground*  which  are  found  even  in  the  most  po« 
pulooa  districts  of  the  island. 

A  singular  con^aint  remains  to  be  noticed,  the  effects  of  which,  thougb 
limited  to  a  small  spot,  are  emmently  disastrous  as  far  as  they  extern). 
This  is  the  disease,  called  ^ini/^  by  the  Icelanders ;  the  tetanus  or  tris- 
mus neonatorain  of  medical  writers ;  which  invades  children  at  a  very^ 
early  a^e,  and  almost  invariably  proves  fatal  in  its  event.  It  occnrs  very^ 
rarelya  tf  at  all,  on  the  nuinlaad  of  Iceland ;  but  is  confined  principally  to 
the  group  of  islands,  called  Westmann-£yar,  situated  on  the  southern 
coasty  of  which  a  descr^tion  has  ah-eady  been  given  in  the  Journal,  p.  258. 
Tbe  pc^lation  of  Hrimaey,  which  is  the  only  one  of  these  islands  that  ie 
inhabited,  does  not  amount  at  present  to  200  souls,  and  is  alnx>st  entirely 
aopported  by  migration  from  the  mainland  ;  scarcely  a  aiogle  instance  hav:- 
ing  been  known,  dnrin^  the  last  twenty  years,  df  a  child  surviving  the 
period  of  infauDcy.  Dunng  a  great  part  of  tbe  year,  the  island  is  wholly 
ioaccessiUe  in  consequence  oT  storms,  currents,  and  the  nature  of  the 
coaaL  The  inhabitants  are  therefore  left  almost  solely  to  their  own  re- 
sources. Their  chief  article  of  food  b  the  sea-fowl,  called  the  Fulmar, 
which  they  nrocure  in  vast  abundance  \  using  the  <^gs  and  flesh  of  the 
bird,  and  salting  tbe  latter  for  their  winter  food.  11^  destructive  effect 
upon  the  fishery  arowid  these  tslandt,  by  the  mat  volcanic  eruptions  in 
1 7B3,  has  before  been  mentioned.  Of  vesetaUe  food  the  tnbabitaota  have 
ncme,  and  there  are  only  a  few  cowt  and  ueq>  on  the  taiand. 

The 
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The  dbtressiog  conaequences  of  this  diseoBe  led  the  Daoilh  gofervaeil 
to  give  an  official  direction  to  the  kndphysicus  of  Iceland,  to  visit  the 
Westmann  Islaodat  for  the  purpose  of  investigatbg  its  nature  and  causes. 
This  gendeman  went  over  to  the  islands  during  the  summer  of  i8io»  and 
remained  three  weeks  on  the  spot.  Though  he  did  not  himself  see  a  case 
of  the  disease,  he  obtained  all  the  principal  facts  connected  with  it  from  the 
priests,  and  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  had  children.  The  symptoms 
of  the  complaint  are  briefly  theie.  Very  soon  after  birth,  strabismus  and  rol- 
ling of  the  eyes  are  observed  ;  subsultus  tendinum  occurs ;  and  the  muscles 
of  the  back  are  often  drawn  together  and  stiffened,  evidendy  bv  incipient 
spasm.  These  appearances  infallibly  denote  the  s^proach  aoa  event  of 
the  disease.  Having  continued  during  a  period  varying  from  one  to  seven 
days  after  birth,  trismus  generally  comet  on,  sometimes  attended  by  opi$« 
thotonosy  which  is  strictly  called  the  ginilofi ;  occasionally  with  emproi- 
thotonoi,  to  which  the  name  of  Hums  is  given  by  the  nauvei.  The  tris* 
mus  present  im^es  decrtutition,  and  the  paroxysms  becoming  more  vio- 
lent, the  infant  is  speedily  carried  off.  When  the  rare  event  oi  a  £avoora* 
Ue  termination  occurst  it  is  portended  by  a  critical  diarrhoea*  or  by  an  ex- 
anthematous  eruption,  with  the  evacuation  of  the  mecooiom. 

The  following  table,  which  includes  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  shews 
the  mortality  consequent  upon  this  disease  in  the  Westmann  Islaikis; 
and  exhibits  also  the  days  upon  which  death  has  hs4>pened. 

Children,      1^    9,  14,  16,  2S,  75,  16,  18,  lO,    ?,     1,     1^     5»     1. 
laved  days,  S,     S,    4,     5,     6,     7,     8,    9,   10,  11,  IS,   IS,  14»  81. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  that  the  number  of  deaths  on  the  ydi 
day  greatly  exceed  those  on  any  other ;  and  also  that  they  are  more  fre- 
quent on  the  14th  day,  than  on  the  days  immediately  preceding  or  suc- 
ceeding it.  From  the  proportion  which  these  cases  ot  fatal  event  bear  to 
the  whole  population  of  the  island,  it  is  probable  that  few,  if  any,  instances 
of  recovery  have  occurred,  during  the  period  included  in  the  table.  No 
methods  of  cure  have  hitherto  brai  resorted  to  by  the  inhabitants. 

This  disease  is  well  known  to  prevail  in  other  parts  of  the  world ;  and 
has  been  narticularly  described  as  it  appears  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  the 
island  of  Minorca  ♦.  It  exists  also  in  Switzerland,  and  in  some  northern 
^stricts  of  Scotland  5  especially  in  the  island  of  St  Kilda,  the  inhabitants 
of  which,  in  their  diet  and  mode  of  life,  much  resemble  the  natives  of  the 
Westmann  Islands.  The  exciting  causes  aVe  involved  in  much .  obscurity. 
It  may  be  presumed,  however,  that  they  must  vary  considerably,  when  the 
disease  ajjpears  in  countries,  so  widely  different  with  respect  to  climate, 
and  the  situation  of  the  inhabitahts.  Its  occurrence  in  the  Westmann 
Islands  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  have  some  connection  with  the  ex- 
traordinary  diet  of  the  natives ;  and  this  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  appears 
that  the  complaint  has  been  much  more  frequent,  since  their  fishery  was 
destroyed  by  the  volcanic  eruptions  in  1 783.  Independently  of  any  effect 
which  the  pecuharity  of  the  mother's  constitution  may  have  upon  her  off- 

spring. 
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riogy  the  pnctice  of  gifio^  to  the  lafaot  a  suoog  and  oily  animal  food 
Imwst  inimediately  after  births  will  oecesBarily  create  trnutioo  in  the 
bowels,  and  dispose  to  spasmodic  affections.  Dr  Klog,  in  some  remarks 
he  ^Hve  me  on  this  subject,  attrikrates  much  to  the  emcts  of  the  sea  air^ 
and  of  a  mobt  atmosphere  ;  but  had  these  causes  any  considerable  in* 
fiuence,  we  mi^t  exuect  that  the  disease  would  be  more  frequent  in  dif« 
kreot  paru  of  the  world,  than  is  actually  found  to  be  the  case. 

The  age  which  the  Icelanders  usually  attain  presents  nothing  Teiy  re« 
jDarkaUe  in  either  extreme.  From  the  table  of  population,  given  in  a  pre- 
ceding part  of  this  volume,  it  appeals  that  in  1801,  when  the  number  of 
inhabiiantt  was  47*207,  there  were  41  persons  betwcto  the  ages  of  90  and 
100;  443  between  80  and  90  $  and  1698  between  70  and  80.  The 
nun. be r  of  females  was  25137 1  :  of  males,  only  21,746*  The  longevity 
of  the  females  exceeds  considerably  that  of  the  males  ;  owing  no  doubt  to 
their  less  exposure  to  the  severities  of  labour,  and  the  hardships  of  the  cli- 
mate. Of  the  4i.persons  between  90  and  100,  35  were  females ;  of  those 
bkftwceo  80  and  90,  285  were  females,  while  the  number  of  males  was 
not  more  than  158.  A  comparison  of  bcu  would  probably  prove,  that 
the  longevity  ot  the  Icelanders  father  exceeds,  thso  falls  short,  of  the 
average  obtamed  from  the  continental  nations  of  Europe* 

The  Icelanders  are  in  general  of  a  tall  stature  $  arismg,  however,  rather 
from  the  length  of  the  spine,  than  of  the  limbs  :  the  he^  is  of  the  middle 
size ;  the  countenance  open ;  the  complexion  exceedingly  fair,  and  among 
the  women,  often  very  florid.  The  hair  is  almost  universally  of  a  light 
colour,  and  seldom  curled.  Corpulency  is  rarely  observed  among  the  luu 
lives  of  the  island. 


PART 


208  AptS 

a9seeBflBaBifa!iisaH»aeasgBttsas9S9^^ 

PART  IL 

CRITICAL  ANALYSIS. 

1 ■  I,  hi     i  ■  iii  B  r  I    ■   aa 

L 

Tramacti^nf^the  Me£cai  Society  pf  London,  Vol.  1  Part  X.     Lon- 
doily  ISIO.     pp.  9M. 


M- 


[EDic  AL  science  is  indebted  tq  the  society  of  Boh-Comt  for  six 
volumes  of  memoirs.  Owing  we  believe  to  some  unfortu- 
nate schism  amongst  its  members,  their  publication  was  sus- 
pended i  but  the  volume  now  before  us  is  a  proof*  that  th^  at- 
tention of  the  society  is  again  directed  to  the  proper  object  of 
its  institution.  To  the  printed  selection  of  the  papers  presented 
to  it,  the  title  of  Transactions  is  now  given,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  at  more  regular  intervals  than  heretofore. 

The  articles  in  the  present  part  are  not  very  numerous,  and  it 
is  unnecessary  to  class  them.  The  first  is  on  Medical  TecbnoUgyj 
from  the  learned  secretary,  John  Mason  Good,  Esq.  It  evinces 
considerable  knowledge  of  tongues,  in  exposing  the  barbarous 
and  incongruous  derivations  of  our  medical  nomenclature,  and 
contemplates  the  .sources  of  its  impurity  and  perplexity,  under 
the  following  heads, 

^  First,  the  intermixture  of  different  tongues  that  have  no  fanuly  oi 
dialectic  union.  Secondly,  the  want  of  a  common  principle  in  the  origin 
or  appropriation  of  terms.  Thirdly,  the  introduction  of  a  variety  of  useless 
synonymes,  or  the  adoption  of  different  words  by  different  writers  to  ex« 
press  the  same  idea.  Fourthly*  imprecision  in  the  use  of  the  same  terms. 
Fifthly,  an  unnecessary  coinage  of  new  tetros  upon  a  coinage  of  new 
systemt.'' 

But  Mr  Good  goes  further,  he  has  attempted  to  reform  our 
nomenclature,  according  to  general  principles.  Those  selected 
by  him  are, 

1.  To  discard,  as  much  as  possible,  equivocal  terms,  or,  where 
this  cannot  be  done,  to  affix  a  precise  meaning  to  each^  and  to 
use  it  in  that  sense  only. 
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9.  To  create  as  few  new  words  as  posttble,  and  among  syno- 
njmotts  terms  now  in  use,  to  select  one,  and  use  it  exdusiyely. 

3.  To  limit  our  language,  as  much  as  possibk,  to  one  source^ 
the  GreeL 

Lastly,  To  pay  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the  sense  in  which 
we  employ  the  affixed,  and  suffixed  particles,  which  are  used  in 
compound  terms  to  express  the  peculiar  qu^ity  of  the  disease, 
denoted  by  the  theme  or  radical.  Attention  to  this  rule  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  Mr  Good,  absolutely  necessary  to  a  due  simplici- 
ty and  precision  in  our  nomenclature,  and  in  conformity  with 
it ;  bur,  as  we  shall  see,  in  direct  opposition  to  his  second  rule,  he 
suggests  the  following  regulations,  upon  which  his  nomencla^ 
ture  is  constructed. 

<<  I.  Let  the  particle  a  («}  ezptess  alone  the  idea  of  total  privation ;  as 
in  anun^t  a^alaciia,  amenorrima. 

**  t'  Let  dyi  (A/<)  eKpress  alooe  the  idea  of  defidencyy  as  its  origin 
JS/riv  or  Xvui  most  naturally  impoRS»  and  as  we  find  it  employed  to  ex* 
press  io  dj^j^fmuh  djfjhemnth  and  dys-fkkaigia, 

««  «•  As  an  opposite  to  dyst  let  m  (^r)  be  employed  as  an  augroentiTe 
prticle,  as  we  hare  it  in  M^karmomCf  en-4deciia,  and  en^irgHic.  £n^ 
not  often,  indeed,  a  medical  compound,  nor  do  I  recollect  its  being  em* 
ployed  in  more  than  two  insunces ;  eu-cepiahmf  in  which  it  has  the  senie 
of  interior  (a  word,  indeed,  that  has  been  long  falling  into  disuse),  and 
atumtif  in  which  it  imports  excess,  and  i»  consequendy  used  as  now  re* 
commended.  IThus  restricted,  ir  and  J^vf  will  have  the  force  of  Jrff  and 
K^Tt^  but  will  be  &r  more  manageable  in  the  formation  of  compounds. 

^  4.  Let  afra  («i>pd)  be  restrained  to  express  the  idea  of  simple  mor- 
bid afiectioB  in  an  organ,  synonymously  with  the  Latin  fastiof  or  the 
herJk  of  the  Arabians. 

**  5*  Let  j/w  (iTif )  express  alone  the  idea  of  inflammatory  action,  as  in 
trJihaSutt  gastritiif  wphritii. 

<«  6.  Let  alpa  (ce^'via)  express  alone  the  idea  of  pain  or  ache,  to  the 
banishment  of  such  useless  synonyms  as  oJyne  and  C9f»t  or  coput. 

**  7.  Let  rki^gia  (from  ffnofftt  rumfo)  be  confined  to  express  a  prtter* 
natural  flux  of  blood. 

<«  8.  Let  rAtfa  (fiomf*f«*^tfo}  express  a  prsetematural  flux  of  any  other 
kind.- 

As  a  test  of  the  practicability  and  advantage  of  these  principles^ 
Mr  Good  has  subjoined  a  table,  in  which  they  are  applied  to 
the  combination  of  a  dozen  of  radicals  with  eight  particles« 

We  must  confess,  that  after  all  that  Mr  Good  has  said  in 
favour  of  his  nomenclature,  notwithstanding  its  ingenuity  and 
prepossessing  simplicity,  it  seems  to  us  exposed  to  insur- 
mountable ejections,  ooth  general  and  special.  We  do  not 
think  nosological  language  can  be  advantageously  reformed  up* 
on  any  general  principles,  both  on  account  of  the  number  of 
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new  terms,  which  must  necessarily  be  created^  and  of  the  equally 
unavoidable  connection  of  these  with  hypothesis.  The  success- 
ful introduction  of  a  scientific  nomenclature  into  chemistrys  has 
been  quoted  as  an  argument  in  support  of  a  reform  of  that  of  me- 
dicine. But,  in  this  respect,  these  sciences  are  totally  dissimilar. 
Diseases  are  not,  like  objects  of  chemistry,  fixed  and  determinate 
in  regard  to  specific  characters,  but  incapable  of  analysis  tqto 
essential  constituents,  and  constantly  suffering  uncertain  chains. 
Hence,  in  every  attempt  at  a  general  reform,  of  medical  nomen- 
clature, hypothesis  has  been,  and  must  necessarily  be  deeply 
cpncerned.  We  might  prove  this,  from  the  changes  proposed 
by  almost  every  systematic  writer,  but  we  shall  content  our- 
selves with  one  of  the  latest  and  most  arrogant  in  his  preten- 
sions. What  then,  we  would  ask,  has  medical  science  gained 
by  Piners  new  nomenclature  of  febrile  diseases  ?  Is  Angiosiemc  less 
objectionable  than  inflammatory  ;  Meningo-gastric  thati  bilious  ; 
AiUnomeningic  than  pituitous  |  Adynamic  than  putrid  \  Ataxic 
than  malignant ;  or  AJenofier^wis  than  the  plague  of  the  Levant  ? 
But  the  evil  is  palpable.  These  innovations  have  rendered  his 
writings,  and  those  of  his  followers  less  intelligible  to  the  rest  of 
the  profession.  Indeed,  every  reform  obliges  us  to  learn  a  new 
language,  which  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  being  in- 
timate with  those  already  in  use ;  for  the  progress  of  medicine 
never  has  been  so  rapid,  that  the  study  even  of  Ae  earliest  authors 
can  be  generally  dispensed  with. 

Upon  Mr  Good's  nomenclature  we  shall  only  observe,  that  <^ 
the  seventy  compound  terms  in  his  tabic,  no  less  than  fifty-nine  are 
new,  and  that,  upon  his  principles,  the  same  name  is  often  appli- 
cable to  very  different  diseases,  and  dtfi*ercnt  names  arc  equally 
applicable  to  the  same  diseases.  Inflammation,  pain,  swellings 
increased  discharge,  are  not  only  not  incompatible  with  each  other, 
but  commonly  are  blended  in  such  various  proportions  thdt  it  is 
impossible  to  select  one  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  disease, 
and  if  at  one  time  it  should  be  most  prominent,  it  seldom  con- 
tinues so  through  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease.  Otagra^ 
otitis^  oia/giaf  and  otinkeeaf  are  all  at  times  applicable  to  £arache. 
Anopia  is  equally  the  denomination  for  cataract,  amaurosis,  caii- 
go  cornese,  and  staphyloma,  as  in  all  vision  is  destroyed. 
Dytenttriif^  to  which  he  has  affixed  the  common  meaning  of  the 
term,  should,  in  Mr  Good's  system,  designate  no  specific  dhease^ 
but  denote,  without  any  reference  to  the  cause  or  concomitant 
symptoms,  every  degree  of  costiveness  less  than  his  Anentfria, 
aDSOtttte  constipation.  Again,  enefiteria  he  gives  arf  a  synonime 
of  diarrhoea,  and  entirrhasa  of  cholera ;  but  the  former  sbouM 
atrictlj  mean  an  increase  of  the  fecal  function,  and  the  latter 
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an  increased  intestinal  discharge,  not  of  blood,  and  should  of 
course  include  the  former,  and  many  other  diseases,  eYen  if  we 
were  disposed  to  admit  that  increased  intestinal  discharge  was 
the  best  characteristic  of  cholera.  In  the  same  manner  Urirrhata 
is  improperly  restricted  to  purulent  urine,  and  Enuria  to  invo- 
luntary flux  of  urine ;  the  former  should  include  every  preterna* 
tural  fluK  from  the  urinary  organs,  and  the  latter  should  bq  ap* 
propriated  to  increased  flux  of  urine.  But  there  is  no  end  of 
special  objections.  They  will  suggest  themseleves  to  every  one 
who  considers  the  subject ;  at  the  same  time,  many  pf  the  ob- 
servations in  this  essay  will  be  perused  with  pleasure. 

Art.  II.  Memoirs  of  the  late  W^tlliam  Hewson^  by  Dr  Lettsom. 

Art.  ni.  History  of  fata)  effects  from  the  accidental  use  of 
White  Lead,  by  Mr  Deering,with  additional  remarks  byDr  Shear- 
man. 

This  communication  is  valuable  in  many  respects.  It  con* 
tains  a  good  description  of  the  *  acute  effects  of  lead,  and 
shews  the  importance  of  an  intimate  acquaintance* with  the  ef« 
fects  of  poisons,  and  the  necessity  of  overlooking  no  possible 
Source  in  our  search  after  them,  when  suspected. 

^  Oo  the  2 1  St  of  October  last,  I  was  desired  to  visit  Mrs  R.,  the  wife 
of  a  respectable  tradesman  in  Aldersgate  Street,  who  complained  of  violent 
pain  in  the  scrpbieulus  cordis,  with  great  soreness  of  the  epigastric  region 
when  pressed  upon.  She  had  vomited  a  considerable  quantity  of  bilious 
matter,  and  at  the  same  time  her  bowels  were  constipated :  the  pulse  was 
calm  and  irregular,  the  tongue  clean  and  moist,  and  there  was  no  symptom  of 
fever  present.  She  tmmedtateiy  took  a  cathartic,  which  operated,  and  an 
opiate  in  the  evening.  The  following  morning  thp  patient  appeared  re« 
lievrd  ;  in  the  evening,  however,  the  pains  and  vomiting  recurred,  and 
these  symptoms  continued  for  some  successive  days,  in  so  distressing  a  de- 
gree, that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  consult  the  family  physician,  which 
was  dune  on  November  4.  1 808.  At  this  time  these  symptoms  continued 
as  already  intimated,  without  any  appearance  of  fever  ;  and  he^ce  the  phy* 
sician  was  induced  to  consider  the  affections  as  of  a  rheumatic  and  spas- 
modic nature. 

«<  In  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  the  amendment  of  the  patient,  he 
discontinued  his  visits.  In  about  a  week  after  this  period,  a  boy  in  the 
tame  family,  nearly  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  seized  with  symptoms  ex- 
actly similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  case,  and  similar  remedies  afforded 
only  partial  relief,  till  at  length  be  was  removed  into  the  country,  and 
thereby  recovered  his  health. 

<*  A  week  after  the  attack  of  this  youth,  the  eldest  child,  a  boy  six 
years  old,  was  also  seized  with  analogous  symptoms,  and,  the  mother 
having  relansed  into  her  former  state,  the  physician  was  again  consulted  on 
the  19th  of  November.  At  this  time  three  other  persons  in  the  family 
laboured  under  similar  affections,  and  suspicions  were  now  entertained  that 
some  poisonous  substsmce  might  have  caused  this  general  indisposition  of 
cbe  family  ;  but  after  minute  investigation  no  one  circumstance  was  disco- 
vered 


^12  Transactions  oftke  Medical  Society  of  Lanim.  April 

▼ered  to  confirm  this  suipicion»  or  to  elucidate  the  source  of  so  exteotrw 
a  caJ  amity.  , 

<*  The  sickness  and  pain  continued  unabated  in  Mrs.  R« ;  but  the  son,  af^ 
ter  the  period  of  a  fortnight,  was  deemed  in  a  state  of  convalescence  by 
his  physician^  who  discontinutd  his  attendance ;  he  was,  however,  soon 
after  seized  with  convulsions,  and  expired  within  a  few  hours.     Unexpec- 
ted and  severe  as  this  shock  was,  Mrs  R.  afterwards  gradually  grew  a  ht- 
tie  better.     She  had  hitherto  continued  to  suckle  her  child,  which,  it  bein^ 
fifteen  months  old,  she  was  advised  to  wean :  to  this  she  reluctantly  coo. 
sented.     In  about  ten  days  afterwards  the  child  became  somewhat  costive, 
widiout  any  other  apparent  indisposition  ;  but  at  this  period  it  was  seized 
with  vomiting  and  convulsions,  and  suddenly  expired.     The  unhappy  pa* 
rent  now  ex|ierienced  a  return  of  her,  complaints,  and,  under  a  persuasion 
of  the  inefhcacy  of  professional  aid  she  was  prevailed  upon  to  consult  an 
empiric,  whose  attendance,  though  continued  co  the  end  of  the  year,  proved 
unavailing ;  and  on  the  3d  of  January,  1 809,  she  had  the  advice  of  Mr 
Chevalier,  an  experienced  surgeon,  who  considered  the  patient's  complaint 
to  be  chronic  rheumatism  ;  and  by  the  use  of  clysters  of  warm  water,  oily 
mucilagrinous  medicines,  fomentations,  and  vesicatortes,  she  appeared  to  ex« 
perience  more  relief  than  at  any  period  since  the  first  attack  ;  but,  althoagh 
the  vomiting  and  sickness  were  less  violent  and  frequent,  the  pain  and 
soreness  of  the  abdomen,  first  complained  of,  never  entirely  subsided :  she 
was,  however,  able  to  sit  up  and  amuse  herself  with  a  little  needlework* 
and  even  to  go  about  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  family,  and  Mr  Che- 
valier had  proposed  to  pay  his  final  visit  on  the  2ist*     On  the  morning 
of  this  day  she  rose  at  ten  o'clock,  and  within  the  space  of  an  hour  after- 
wards, whilst  standing  near  the  desk  of  drawers,  she  suddenly  exclaimed, 
<*  I  am  dying  I"     She  was  seized  wiih  convulsions,  which  continued  till 
Sve  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  she  expired. 

*<  On  the  subsequent  day,  Mr  Chevalier,  whose  anatomical  skill  is  well 
known,  examined  the  body  by  dissection,  Neither  the  thoracic  and  alv 
dominal  viscera,  nor  the  brain,  upon  the  most  minute  examination,  exhibit- 
ed the  least  appearance  of  disease  ;  in  short,  not  the  least  trace  could  be 
discovered  of  any  murbid  affection. 

*•  With  respect  to  the  thiee  otlier  ]x*rsons  already  mentioned  to  have 
been  indisposed,  the  servant  maid,  one  of  them,  was  conveyed  to  her 
friends,  and  recovered.  A  sistef-in  law  of  Mrs  R.  also  recovered  ;  but 
the  third,  who  was  her  mother-in-law,  died,  after  lingering  under  disease 
till  March. 

'^  These  circumstances  having  been  cursorily  communicated  to  the 
Medical  Society,  Dr  Adams,  Dr  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Lawrence,  were  re- 
quested to  visit  the  house  of  this  unfortunate  family,  and  to  endeavour  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  calamity.  Every  culinary  article  and  the  whole 
premises  were  accurately  examined,  but  without  its  leading  to  any  disco- 
very. It  appeared,  indeed,  that  Mr  R.,  tr.e  husband  of  the  deceased  lady, 
haa  purchased  a  cask  of  sugar  at  a  sale,  a  considerable  part  of  which  had 
been  disposed  of  to  some  friends  in  the  country,  who  had  used  it  without 
iocoDvenience,  and  hence  no  suspicion  was  entertained  of  this  article  hav- 
ing produced  the  fatality  in  Mr  R.'s  family. 
•''  Id  this  state  of  unceruintyi  Dr  Laird>  another  member  of  the  Medi- 
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cal  Society,  vititcd  the  house ;  and,  on  examininfir  the  cask  which  had 
contained  the  sugar*  he  observed  a  white  powder  adherinrT  to  its  inner  sur- 
facet  ^uid  which*  on  being  heated  by  the  blow-pipe  on  chjrcoal»  aflbrded 
globules  of  lead  in  the  metallic  sute." 

In  Dr  Shearman*s  remarks  he  details  another  instance  of  the 
fatal*  effects  of  lead,  which  fellunder  his  own  obsenration,  and  in 
which  he  satitfactorily  traced  the  source  to  a  criminal  adultera« 
tion  of  Geneva,  seized  by  the  excise  officers,  with  sugar  of  lead^ 
by  an  officer  of  the  King's  revenue,  in  order  to  enhance  its  price 
a  few  shillings  a  gallon,  a  practice  which  was  carried  on  to  stich 
an  extent,  that  he  purchased  28  pounds  of  sugar  of  lead  at 
a  time.  We  regret  that  he  has  not  informed  us  of  the  punish- 
ment  which  followed  the  perpetration  of  such  an  act.  The 
symptoms  are  briefly  described  in  the  following  paragraph. 

^  Vtvf  many  people,  chiefly  adults*  and  a  greater  proportion  of  them 
roen*  complained  of  occasional  violent  colic  pains*  chiefly  occurring  after 
meals,  attended  with  an  obstinate  costiveness ;  and  although  these  symp- 
toms were  for  a  time  relieved  by  the  use  of  purgatives  and  other  meaas, 
they  almost  universally  recurred.  The  progress  of  the  disease*  even  io 
those  cases  where  it  atuined  its  utmost  violence*  was  in  almost  every  in- 
stance so  insidious  and  so  slow*  as  to  leave  us  unapprehensive  of  its  true 
character  ;  which*  however*  was  at  length  brought  to  light*" 

Art.  IV.  Histqp  rfa  cast  resembling  Hydrophobia  from  the  fiite 
of  a  Catj  by  Joshua  Dixon,  M.  D.  of  Whitehaven. 

The  remarkable  circumstances  in  this  case  are,  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  entertain  any  suspicion  chat  the  cat  which  inflict- 
ed the  wound  suffered  actual  madness,  and  that  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  immediately  succeeded,  the  subject  of  it  (a  young 
lady  eighteen  years  of  age)  being  surprised  and  alarmed  by 
seeing  a  concourse  of  people  pursuing  a  mad  dog  74  days  after*, 
wards.  The  bodv  does  not  appear  to  have  been  examin^^l  by 
dissection ;  but  Dr  Dixon  has  added  the  notes  of  another  case, 
which  he  saw  treated  by  Dr  Cullen  in  the  clinical  ward  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  was  dissected. 

«•  From  an  accurate  examination  of  the  body  aftei  death*  it  appeared 
dial  the  colour  of  iu  whole  sur&ce  was  remarLihly  brown*  and  that  of  the 
nails,  with  some  parts  of  the  arms*  had  assumed  a  livid  Ime.  Within  the 
cranium  nothing  extraordinary  could  be  dibcovered.  The  choroid  plexus 
was  rather  paler*  and  the  supeiiicial  veins  were  a  little  distended  with 
blood.  The  fauces*  oesophagus*  and  parts  adjacent,  were  in  a  natural 
state  ;  but  the  effects  of  inflammation  were  apparent  in  the  lungs.  In  the 
right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  found  a  large*  soft,  whitish*  and  loosely  ad- 
hering polypns ;  and  in  the  left  ventricle  a  smaUer  substance,  similar  to  a 
eoUectioD  of  inspissated  blood.  The  stomach  contained  a  little  mucus, 
and  two  Jtmod  worms.  Several  portions  of  the  larger  intestines  were  con- 
tracted 
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tracte^s  and  their  coats  a  IttUe  thickened.    The  paocreas  appeared  redder 

than  usual.     All  the  other  parts  were  perfectly  natural. 

Art.  V.  Refleetions  on  the  indiscriminate  use  of  Mereuriat  Prtpara^ 
iions  in  medicine^  by  Dr  W.  Falconer  of  Bath.     For  the  general 
animadversions,  we  must  refer  to  the  paper  itself.     The  follow*     | 
ing  fact  is  worth  quoting.  * 

^  InsUDces  of  the  ill  effects  even  of  the  external  application  of  mercury, 
are  sometimes  found  in  the  use  of  what  are  called  quicksilver  girdles, 
which  are  often  worn  for  the  itch,  especially  by  females  of  the  lower  rank, 
as  being  cleanlier  and  more  free  from  fetor  than  a  sulphureous  appUcauoo. 
Many  of  these  cases  hare  been  admitted  into  the  Ebth  Hospital.  The 
general  symptoms  were  a  degree  of  general  weakness  approachtng  to  paby, 
great  pain  and  tremor  in  the  limbe,  and  olten  violent  headache.  It  is 
worth  remarking,  that  an  instance  lately  occurred  in  the  Bath  Ho^tal  of 
the  symptoms  that  distinguish  the  poison  of  lead,  particularly  the  loss  of 
tone  in  the  muscles  of  the  wrists,  appearing  in  consequence  of  the  use  nf  a 
mercurial  ointment  for  the  itch.  Something  of  this  kind  had  been  noticed 
in  Sir  Gi'orge  Baker's  excellent  Dissertations ;  but  it  seems  doublfiil  if  he 
understood  that  such  symptoms  had  taken  place  from  the  external  applica« 
tion  of  that  mineral.  As  mercury  is  well  known  to  pervade  the  skin,  it  is 
possible  it  might  introduce  the  poison  of  lead,*  with  which  metal  it  is  often 
adulterated,  into  the  system,  which  without  such  a  conductor  would  not 
have  found  its  way,*' 

Art.  VI.  On  the  Staphyloma,  Hydrophthalmim^  and  Carcirtioms 
of  the  Eye.  By  James  Ware,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  A.  The  title 
of  this  communication  is  sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the 
attentive  prcusal  of  the  profession.  In  the  first  part,  Mr  Ware 
objects  to  Janin's  and  Richter's  method  of  treating  staphyloma, 
by  butter  of  antimony,  and  to  Scarpa's  method  of  evacuating 
the  contents  of  the  eye,  through  an  opening  made  by  remov- 
ing a  small  portion  only  of  the  projecting  cornea,  and  describes 
minutely  his  own  method,  by  cutting  away  all  the  fore  part  of 
the  eye,  including  the  iris.  The  advantages  of  this  method  are 
strongly  contrasted  with  tl^e  failure  of  the  others,  by  its  having 
uniformly  succeeded  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  during 
a  practice  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

The  next  part  of  this  paper  is  on  hydrophthalmiaj  which  our 
author  proposes  to  change  to  exophthaimia,  as  denoting  an  enlarg- 
ment  of  the  whole  eye,  and  not  an  increase  of  the  aqueous  hu- 
mour in  particular.  By  the  way,  we  may  observe,  that  in  Mr 
Good's  nomenclature,  this  disease  would  be  correctly  denominat- 
ed enophthaimta,  a  term  which  that  technological  reformer  has 
.  given  as  syiH9n)rinous  with  staphyloma.  The  diagnosis  of  hj- 
dropthalmia  is  difficult>  It  is  necessary  tp  ascertain  whether  there 
be  a  morbid  enlargment  of  one  particular  part  only,  or  of  all  the 

*  different 
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different  ptrta  of  the  eye,  or  Ae  fomifttioii  of  an  adventitiout 
body  witkin  the  eje,  or  only  a  protrusion  of  the  eye  in  conae* 
quence  of  a  body  behind  it«  Mr  Ware  describes  die  treatment 
propev  in  .eachf  Ulustrated  bj  apposite  cases. 

The  last  subject  treated  of  in  this  ciccllent  essay  is  car^mma^ 
of  the  eye,  a  disease  peculiaf  to  adults,  zs  fungus  bamat94fSf 
which  has  been  so  ablv  illustrated  by  Mr  Wardrop,  and  on 
which  Mr  Ware  also  makes  some  valuable  remarks,  is  to  young 
persons*  It  is  consolatory  to  learn  from  Mr  Ware,  that  al« 
though  he  has  sometimes  failed,  yet  he  has  several  times  extir- 
pated carcinomatous  eyes  with  success,  and  therefore  his  minute 
description  of  the  steps  of  the  operation  is  the  more  valuable. 

Art.  VII.  Case  of  extensive  Suppuration  of  the  Liver^  with  appear* 
antes  resembling  ascites^  and  vihich  terminated  favourably.  By  Mr 
John  Burns  of  Glasgow.  In  this  case,  the  pus  was  evacuated 
by  tapping  the  liver  in  the  usual,  way,  and  six  pounds  were 
drawn  off.  The  swelling  commenced  again,  but  not  to  half  its 
former  size,  protruded  at  the  umbilicus,  burst,  discharged  two 
pounds  of  pns,  and  the  patient  recoveied, — an  oozins  of  pus 
from  the  aperture  gradually  ceasing  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight. 

Art.  VIII.  Observations  on  the  Hare-Lip^  by  Isaac  Rand  of 
Boston,  New  England.  Mr  Rand  successfully  operated  on  three 
cases  of  hare-lip,  two  in  infants  only  two  days  old,  and  one  of 
three  months,  and  he  recommends -the  practice  on  Uic  following 
grounds. 

^  The  advanta^s  that  accnie  from  performing  this  operation  at  so 
early  a  staee  of  life  are  many. 

**  Chil(&en,  for  some  days  after  hirth»  seem  to  be  in  a  torpid  state,  and 
in  genera!  require  but  little  nonrishment. 

*^  They  are  easily  managed,  and  make  no  opposition  during  the  opera- 
tbn. 

<'  If  there  Is  only  a  fissure  in  the  Itp,  and  sometimes  when  there  is  one 
in  the  bones,  immediately  after  the  union  of  the  fissured  part  of  the  Kp, 
the  child  is  capable  of  sucking,  by  which  the  chance  of  surviving  the  in- 
ikntile  state  is  increased. . 

«*  The  disa^eable  impression  upon  the  mother's  mind,  of  propagating 
the  deformity  m  the  family  by  future  births,  is  removed.'^ 

The  editor  observed,  that  the  same  practice  is  recommended, 
for  eimibr  reasons,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  of  France.  But  we  have  heard  of  a 
case  which  terminated  fatally  in  consequence  of  irritation. 

Art.  IX.  Histories  of  two  extraordinary  Cases ^  by  W-^Norris, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Qiarterhouse.  The  first  i$  that  of  a  hdy  in 
whom  numerous  portions  of  the  skul!  separated,  apparently  from 
an  increased  action  of  the  absorbents.  There  was  no  suspicion 
tf  syphilis,  and  the  disease  seemed  to  have  been  the  consequence 

of 
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of  a  fall*  An  engraving  gives  an  accurate  idea  of  the  singular 
appearance  of  the  skull  after  death.  The  second  case  is  of  j«f/* 
rUumusp  depending  on  a  disease  of  the  prostate  gland.  Our  readers 
will  join  with  us  in  praising  the  propriety  and  delicacy  of  re^ 
cording  the  circumstances  in  a  learned  language. 

"  Qttidam  ad  me  veDit,  concilium  petens,  ore  macilentOy  fonna  squalid^ 
fiicie  cadaverosSf  quern  tn  procliri  erat  credere,  carceris  profugum*  et  jam 
fame  morboque  coosumpturoy  vix  diutiua  vium  sostioere  posae.  Univeru 
corporis  ssgntudine  labori<re  se  questns  est,  ita  tameiH  ut  dolore  nvJio  pre* 
cipooy  nisi  tardo  quodam  sed  mioime  acri  circa  anum  aAoeretWt  in  qoa 
pane,  paucis  ante  meniibus,  ictum  accepcrat.  Itte  dolor  s^otapti  ipii 
naudquaqu»m  in  causa  morbi  erat ;  quippe  tanturo  a  me  interr0gatas  in 
ejus  mentionem  incidic.  Affirmarit  vero  totam  sui  corporis  intahtudinem* 
quas  cito  vitx  ipti  finem  erat  imposlcura,  ntmh  vitieris  turn  tribuendam  esse. 
Dubito  mihi  in  meotem  venit  stare  coram  bominem  discioctom  et  impiinuii» 
qui  intemperantii  sua  moibum  in  se  traxerat*  idioque  rogavi  aoamdiu  hac 
nbidinosa  cum  fceminis  consuetudioe  desttcerau  Omnia  vero  alia— et  mihi 
admirationem  baud  kfem  movit  ille,  qui  respondit,  se  moribus  fuisse  sem* 
per  castts  et  sobriis ;  atque  isto,  quern  prius  memoraverat,  et  qui  indiei 
magis  magisque  ingn^renc^u  furore f  intra  duos  tresve  menses  correptnm 
fuisse.  Risum  vix  tenebam»  cum  dudum  intellexi  homioem  annom  aetatis 
a^re  sexagesimum  septimum.  Cum  tameo  in  ipso  ;)ihil  nop  fide  digmmi 
Videbam,  narra»  inquami  mihi,  qualis  tibi  vttse  futt  ratio.  Respondtt  an- 
num circa  vicesimum  sextum  aetacis  sux  se  uxorem  primum  duxisse^  ex 
qua  duo  sibi  nati  sunt  liberi :  qua  vero  mortua  alteram  sibi  quadragesimo 
|am  et  sexto  aetatis  anno  nupum  esse  uxoi-em,  qur  ipsa  jM'ius  ex  altero 
marito  duo  liberos  pepererat»  et  jam  vidua  triginta  annos  nata  est.  -  Ex  hac 
porrOf  inquit  9(grotiis»  duoalteri  mihi  procreati  sunt  liberi:  sed  nuo«|Qam 
memtni,  me  in  venerem  propensiorem  fuisse^  nedum  insana  et  insatiafaili 
libidine  permotomi  ante  hos  duos  menses,,  quando  me  diro  hoc  et  tetetriino 
correptum  esse  morbo  sensi ;  cujus  vis  tanta  est  et  tameffrsraata,tt  expleri 
pequeat ;  et  ad  coiium  cum  uxore  me  singula  nocte*  quindecies  sakcm, 
imo  vicies  nonnunquaro  impellat.  Hie  vero  cum  aegrountem  me«n  pri» 
sqasmo  laborantem  se  faUere  augurabar,  et  fonasse  nulla  seminis  jactura  in 
venerem  ruere,  paulo  cuiiosius  id  ab  illo  quaesivi.  AiErmat  autem  se  vtx 
in  lecto  decumbentem  corpus  uzoris  contingere*  cum»  tanquam  estro  per- 
citust  in  repedtam  venerrm  properat,  nec^ue  unquam  nisi  pleno  coito  irs 
peragitor :  seminis  quidcm  enussio  potius  angere  quam  volupute  afficere 
visa  est.** 

Mr  Norris  prescribed  tonic  medicines;  the  tumour  increased; 
was  poulticed ;  was  opened,  and  discharged  freely  a  glutinous 
sanious  fluid,  which  Mr  N.  is  inclined  to  think  came  from  the 
seminal  vesicles,  and  by  its  irritation  produced  this  strange 
disease.    The  patient  completely  recovered. 

Art.  X.  On  tJie  medicinal  prcperties  of  Sanguinaria  Canademis^ 
9r  Blood^Routj  by  Dr  N.  Smith  of  Hanover,  North  America. 

If  experience   should  confirm  the  virtues  ascribed  to  this 
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luttYe  of  Canada,  it  will  prore  a  Taluable  addition  to  our  mat^a^ 
as  it  is  one  of  the  spring  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  and  may  be 
easily  cultivated  in  any  quantity.  We  shall  quote  what  Dr 
Smith  says  in  favour  of  itj  without  any  comment. 

^  The  medical  virtues  of  blood-root  are  ?ery  considerable.  It  is  capable 
ef  making  a  very  strong  impression  on  the  human  system.  The  dried  root, 
polTerised  and  given  in  doses  of  four  or  five  grains,  generally  pukes  pretty 
violently,  producing  a  great  prostration  of  strength  during  its  operation, 
which  continees  for  some  time.  I  have  not  observed  it  to  operate  as  a 
cathartic  The  taste  is  acrid  and  unplnsant.  The  pulverised  root  taken 
into  the  nose  ezdtes  sneezing,  and  produces  a  sense  of  heat  in  that  organ. 
It  also  acts  ss  an  escharotic  en  fungous  flesh.  I  have  cured  several  p^ypt 
of  the  soft  kind  by  the  continued  use  of  it  as  a  snuff. 

'*  About  two  years  since,  I  learnt  from  some  source  or  other  that  blood« 
root  had  been  given  with  success  in  cases  of  haemoptysis,  and  having  a  case 
of  (hat  kind,  immediately  gave  h  a  trial.  The  success  was  beyond  my 
expectation.  I  soon  thought  of  trying  it  in  cases  of  cough,  and  from  that 
time  have  been  almost  in  the  daily  habit  of  prescribing  it  in  such  cases. 
From  more  than  two  years  experience  in  the  use  of  blood-root  in  affections 
of  the  lungs  attended  with  cough,  I  cannot  assert  what  has  been  asserted 
of  foxglove^  that  it  will  cure  a  confirmed  consumption  ;  but  I  can  in  con« 
fideoce  say,  that,  in  my  opinion,  h  is  capable  of  doing  more  towards  pre- 
venting that  fatal  disease  than  any  one  remedy  I  have  ever  been  acquainted 
with. 

^  I  have  given  blood-root  in  powder,  in  tincture,  and  in  simple  infu* 
sioD  ;  which  last  is  the  better  mode  of  giring  it.  In  powder  it  operates 
more  roughly,  and  spirit  does  not  appear  to  extract  its  active  pnociple 
sofficiendjr.  When  I  jrive  it  for  a  cough,  if  the  symptoms  are  uigen^ 
I  begin  with  a  dose  sunicient  to  excite  puking  ;  but  generally  endeavour 
to  give  it  in  as  large  doses  as  can  be  borne  without  that  effect,  and  repeat 
it  four  or  five  times  each  day.  Where  there  is  great  irriutton  and  a  con* 
stant  disposidon  to  cough,  I  join  opium  with  it.  Given  in  this  manner, 
if  the  patient  has  not  a  confirmed  hectic,  it  generally  cures  the  cough. 

«*  I  have  also  UtmnA  blood*root  useful  in  cases  oif  inflammatory  rheuma- 
ttsm.  In  that  disease  I  at  first  give  it  so  as  to  puke,  and  then  continue  it 
in  smaller  doses :  managed  in  this  way,  it  is  more  certain  to  produce  a  di« 
aphoresb  than  any  other  emetic.  Blood*root  I  undersund  has  been  recom- 
mended in  cases  of  jaundice  in  the  dissertation  above  alluded  to ;  and  a 
very  respectable  physician  informed  me  that  he  had  known  it  cure  epi* 
lepsy. 

•*  I  have  never  known  blood-root  produce  any  lasting  bad  effects.  It 
never  affects  the  head  like  the  foxglove,  and  is  on  that  account  a  much 
safer  medidoe.'' 

Art.  XI.  Dr  Fothergill  late  of  Bath,  now  of  Philadelphia,  re^ 
btes  a  case  of  Tic  douUurcMc,  which  has  resisted  all  medical  treat- 
ment. 

Art.  XII.  Contains  some  curious  remarks  on  the  land  winds 
of  the  Coromandel  coast^  and  their  causes»  by  Dr  Rozburgbf 

which^ 
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nf lucby  we  think)  would  hare  been  inserted  with  more  propriety 
in  the  transactions  of  a  philosophical  than  of  a  m^cal  society. 

Art.  SII.  consists  of  seven  cases,  illiucrating  the  effects  ol 
oil  of  turpentine  in  expelling  the  tape-worm.  In  five  of  these  it 
was  perfectly  successful*  In  one  it  failed  to  cure  the  disease, 
but  produced,  no  bad  effect ;  and  in  another,  an  ounce  of  the  oil, 
which  had  been  once  given  in  the  same  dose,  with  the  usual  ef- 
fect of  procuring  a  discharge  of  worm  Mrith  little  inconvenience, 
pn  its  second  euibitiqn,  produced  violent  retchings,  tenesmus, 
i[trangury,  and  great  pain  in  the  back  \  the  urine  was  ilso  a  little 
tinged  with  blood. 

The  last  article  is  devoted  to  the  professional  biography  of 
the  late  Dr  Hulme,  by  Dr  Clutterbuck,  with  the  description  of  a 
palm  truss. 

In  an  appendix,  we  have  a  description  of  a  female  urinal,  and 
a  short  notice  of  the  good  effects  of  oil  of  turpentine  in  as- 
carides. 
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WE  are  called  upon,  by  the  publication  of  this  second  volume 
of  transactions,  to  devote  some  portion  of  our  time  to  the 
purposes  of  professional  improvement.  The  wards  of  the  hos- 
pitals are  shut ;  the  hours  of  visiting  patients  are  past ;  the  court 
physician  is  summoned  from  his  circle,  and  the  anatomical  teach- 
er from  his  class-room.  The  whole  faculty  of  physic  and  sur- 
gery, in  the  midst  of  their  business  and  pursuits,  make  a  pause, 
9ind  one  evening  in  the  week  put  on  the  habits  of  students,  to 
interrogate  nature  ccvnceming  diseases,  to  confess  their  difficulties, 
and  to  communicate  their  experience.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  pfirt  of  such  wrings,  even  through,  the  o^diuoi  of 
me  press-  ^  When  new  facts  are  re^orded^  or  ancient  observations 
brought  forward,  they  are,  if  untrue,  like  Sunday-sermons^  for- 
^QU^  o;!  the,A^4ay  ^  but  if  tri^e,  they  are  met  wifh  and  con- 
..i    .      .  . "'    '  '       finned 


finned  by  others,  and  ought  to  be  generally  known.  Sydenhaniy 
Boerhaave,  and  Hunter,  would  have  been  less  worthy  citizens  of 
the  world,  if,  contented  with  being  useful  in  their  day,  they  had 
died  without  enlightening  it.  An  exceUent  practitioner  may 
serve  his  country  and  mankind  a  whole  century,  or  for  ever.  A 
good  book,  or  an  original  essay,  does  not  die  ^  and  the  man  who 
writes  it,  is  as  useful  as  if  he  lived  always.  Such  is  the  differ- 
ence between  a  practitioner,  who  in  his  writings  tells  us  something 
new  and  useful,  and  every  one  who  neglects  to  write  at  all,  or 
cannot  do  it ;  ccmsequently,  that  is  the  distinction  which  good 
authors  merit  .above  those  who  affect  to  despise  authorship,  or 
who  are  unequal  to  the  task  of  undertaking  it.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  our  critical  functions,  we  have  been  bent  extreme- 
ly upon  such  sort  of  studies  as  incline  us,  if  not  to  do  ereat  things 
ourselves,  at  least  to  celebrate  those  that  did ;  and  therefore  wc 
have  a  dislike  to  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  a  work  in  its  nature  of 
such  utility,  as  that  now  before  us.  It  becomes  us  to  <<  weigh 
errors  in  the  balance  of  good-will,"  and  rather  to  point  them  out, 
when  we  discover  them,  for  amendment  than  for  censure.  And 
now  having  said  enough  for  an  introduction  to  this  most  respect- 
able society,  let  us  congratulate  the  members  on  their  prosperity^ 
^nd  transcribe  the  tides  of  their  essays.  The  medical  papers 
are, 

*'  I.  A  Case  of  Hydrocephalus  lotemus,  by  Mr  Cook  of  Brentford. 
2,  On  the  Use  of  Oil  of  Turpentine,  by  Dr  Fen  wick  of  Durham.     3.  A 
Case  of  Secondary  Small-Pox,  with  references  to  cases  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, by  Dr  Bateman.     4.  An  Account  of  a  Severe  Case  of  Erythema, 
unconnected  with  Mercurial  Action,  by  Dr  Marcet.     5.  On  Painfiil  Af- 
fections of  the  Side  from  Tumid  Spleen,  by  Dr  Bree.    6.  A  Case  of  Rfe- 
covery  from  the  Effects  of  Aisehic,   with  remarks  on  a  new  mode  of 
detecting  the  presence  of  this  metal,  byDr  Roget.     7.  On  the  Mercurial 
Treatment  of  Dysentery,  with  Observations  on  the  same  practice  in  Fe- 
vers, by  Mr  Ferguson,  Inspector  General  of  Hospitals.     8.  History  of  a 
Singular  Nervous  and  Paralytic  Affection,  attended  with  anopialous  mor- 
bid sensations  ;  wiittenby  the  patient  himself,  Dr  Vieusseux,  an  eminent 
physician  at  Geneva.     9.  Account  of  a  Singular  and  Fatal  Disease  oc* 
earring  in  several  persons  of  the  same  hamlet,  by  Mr  Gerois  of  Ashbur- 
ton.     I  o.  A  Case  of  Trisipus  follo\^ng  a  contused  wound  iu  the  Head,  by 
jMr  Harkness.     ii.  A  Case  of  Trismus,  successfully  treated,  by   Mf 
Parkinson.     12.  Case  of  a  woman  who  voided  a  large  number  of  worms 
hy  the  Urethra,  with  a  description  of  the  animals,  by  Mr  Lawrence,     i  Jf 
Some  account  of  the  Effects  of  Arsenic  in  counteracting  the  Poison  of 
Serpents,  by  Mr  Ireland,  of  the  60th  regiment  of  foot." 

The  papers  in  the  surgical  department  are, 

I.  A  Case  of  Aoe»nsm  by  Ansistomosii  jq  i^e  Qrbi^,  cttrpd  by  the 
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Kgatare  of  the  common  Carotid  Artery,  by  Mr  Trmvers.  3.  A  Cue  of 
vounited  fracture  of  the  Thigh»  cured  by  aawtnff  ofFtKe  ends  of  the  bonc^ 
by  Mr  Rowlands  of  Chester.  3.  A  Case  of  Wound  of  the  Heart,  by^ 
Mr  Featherston.  4.  A  case  of  a  Sailor,  in  the  muscles  of  whose  back  ibe 
blade  of  a  knife  lodgt*d  above  thirty  years,  by  Mr  Bush.  5.  A  Case  of 
Fracture  of  the  Occipital  Bone,  extending  to  the  great  foramen*  in  which 
that  bone  was  trepanned,  and  the  dura  matter  of  the  cerebellum  punctured, 
byDr  Hutchinson  of  the  royal  naval  hospital  at  Deal.  6.  A  Case  of 
Lithotomv*  with  remarks  on  the  effects  of  that  operation,  and  on  none 
cases  of  nstulse  ^n  perinaeo,  by  Mr  Chevalier.  7.  A  Case  of  Ampata* 
tion  at  the  shoulder-joint,  drawn  up  by  Dr  Cutting.  8.  Case  of  Frac- 
tured Cranium,  when  the  dura  and  pia  mater  were  Ticerated,  and  a  great 
cHiantity  of  cerebrum  protruded,  which  terminated  ^oun^y,  b^  Mr 
Cieagh*    9.  Some  Observations  on  Spina  Bifida,  by  Mr  Astlcy  Cooper." 

The  communications  on  subjects  of  animal  chemistry  are  origi- 
nal and  valuable. 

I.  Experiment  on  the  Urine  discharged  in  Diabetes  Mellitus,  with  re- 
marks on  that  disease,  by  Dr  Henry  of  Manchester  2.  Experiments 
and  Observations  on  the  Serum  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr  Bostock.  3.  A 
Chemical  account  of  various  dropsical  fluids,  with  remarks  cuocemiog  the 
nature  of  the  alkaline  matter  coouiocd  in  these  fluids,  and  in  the  serum  of 
fhe  blood,  by  Dr  Marcet." 

Besides  these  three  chases  of  papers,  there  are  some  other 
tracts  ;on  morbid  anatomy,  which  are  peculiarly  worthy  of  at« 
tention. 

«•  I.  A  Case  of  Hernia  Cerebri,  by  Mr  Burrows,  a.  History  of  an 
extraordinary  enlargement  of  the  right  lower  extremity,  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  some  morbid  changes  in  the  rapillae  of  the  Cutis,  by  Mr  Chevalier. 
y  A  Case  of  premature  puberty  in  a  female,  communicated  in  a  lettev 
rom  Dr  Wall  of  Oxford.  4.  Case  of  Dysphagia,  produced  by  Aneurism 
of  the  Aoru,  by  Mr  Armiger.  5.  A  Case  of  Hydatid  in  the  Brain,  by 
Mr  Morrab.  6«  Dissection  of  a  limb,  on  which  the  operation  for  poplttaeal 
aneurism  had  been  performed,  by  Mr  Astley  Cooper.  Lastly,  Oboerva> 
nons  on  Tumours  within  the  Pelvis,  occasioning  difficult  parturition,  by 
Mr  Park  of  Liverpool." 

This  paper  b  the  only  one  upon  midwifery,  and  it  is  import. 
ant>  inasmuch  as  it  contains  six  cases  of  difficult  labour,  caused 
by  steatomatous  tumours,  which  are  of  rare  occurrence.  I>r 
Denman  never  n|iet  with  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  his  own  prac- 
tice, but  he  communicates  an  unfortunate  case  that  happened  to 
Dr  Hunter,  in  which,  perhaps,  the  patient's  life  might  have  been 
sared,  by  removing  the  tumour  by  an  operation.  In  the  first 
number  of  this  Journal,  our  readers  will  find  two  instructire  cases 
of  this  description,  where  signal  success,  by  an  operations  was 
obtained  in  consequence  of  the  knowledge  acquired  by  examining 
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the  pelTia  of  the  first  case,  which  termiiiated  fatally.  We  allade 
to  th  Drew's  Tsluable  communication  i  and  we  think  it  a  point 
well  deserving  the  serious  reflection  of  experienced  accoucheurSi 
CO  determine,  whether,  in  cases  where  a  tumour  is  the  cause 
of  difficult  labour,  that  tumour  should  be  extirpated*  whether 
it  should  be  punctured,  or  whether  it  ought  to  be  left  untouch- 
ed 

In  the  account  of  "  painful  affections  of  the  side  from  tumid 
spleen/'  we  are  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  Dr  Bree's  reliance  oa 
the  state  of  the  pulse^  (which  is  said  to  be  slower  in  such  casos 
than  iu  osual  rate,)  as  the  diagnostic  sjrmptom  of  the  disease  i 
bicause  wt  observed  in  some  of  the  soldiers  who  returned  sick 
from  Walcheren,  with  more  marked  symptoms  of  the  spleen 
being  aflFccted,  than  the  liver  or  any  other  organ,  and  where  no 
other  signs  of  fever  were  present,  their  pulse  was  preternaturally 
quick,  and  because  the  same  frequency  of  the  heai't's  action  was 
particularly  remarked  in  a  case  of  diseased  spleen,  which  is  well 
described  in  the  second  volume  of  this  Journal,  ^vide  page  409.) 
The  plan  of  treatment  which  Dr  Bree  has  founa  successful,  is  a 
combination  of  aloes  with  antimonials,  and  neutral  saks,  adminis-^ 
tered  twice  in  the  day  with  great  perseverance.  A  variety  of 
other  medicines  appear  to  have  been  prescribed  in  the  case  relat- 
ed ;  and  the  oattent  was  five  months  under  the  physician's  care, 
a  period  which  may  make  us  hesitate  before  much  credit  is  allot- 
ted to  the  remedies  employed,  when  we  consider  how  much  is 
efiected  in  chronical  complaints  by  time,  <<  the  great  physician  of 
all  human  ills.^ 

The  narrative  of  the  girPs  recovery,  after  swallowing  sixty 
grains  of  white  arsenic,  is  very  important ;  and  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment adopted  by  Dr  Roget,  deserves  to  be  universally  read. 

•*  We  mvf  remark,  that  the  first  operatioa  of  the  arseaic  was  that  of  a 
violent  emetic  and  purgative ;  and  to  this  circumstance  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  patient  owed  her  only  chance  of  safety.  The  corresponding 
effrctt  began  to  take  place  about  an  hour  after  its  reception  into  the  sto- 
mach, and  were  promoted  by  copious  dilutiooy  by  which  I  should  iinagme 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  poison  was  evacuated.  It  appears,  indeed, 
from  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  authors,  that  a  few  grains  ts  in  general 
sufHcteot  to  occasion  death :  had  any  considerable  portion  of  the  sixty 
grains,  therefore,  remained  longer  upon  the  stomach  or  inustines,  the  con- 
arquences  would  have  been  irretrievably  fatal.  From  the  analysis  of  the 
fluid  vomited  at  the  time  1  first  saw  the  patient,  and  of  which  I  shdl  after* 
wards  give  an  account,  it  would  appear  that  none  of  the  arsenic  was  at 
that  time  present  in  the  stomach. 

Bat  the  impression  which  the  poison  had  made  upon  4be  coats  of  the 
stomach,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  subside  on  the  removal  of  the  cause  that 
had  produced  it.    The  inflsmroauop  cxdttd  in  that  organ,  and  the  symp- 
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tom8  of  which,  at  U)e  time  I  first  saw  the  patient,  were  stroofHy  marked, 
would  probably*  if  left  to  its  natural  courset  have  mo  through  ail  iu  siagei, 
aod  tertntoated  in  gangrene.  I  considered  that  dilution  had  been  largelj 
employed,  and  that  the  evacuations  firom  the  stomach  and  intestioes  had 
been  abundant.  The  stomach  was  in  so  irritable  a  sute,  that  no  medicine 
could  be  exhibited  with  any  prospect  of  advantage.  I  concluded  that  the 
principal  and  more  immediate  source  of  danger  consisted  in  the  infiamma* 
tion  of  the  stomach  ;  and  viewing  the  matter  in  this  light,  was  induced  to 
adopt  the  treatment  proper  for  idiopathic  gastritis.  The  bleeding  was 
pushed  to  deliquium  ;  a  large  blister  was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region, 
and  the  bowels  kept  open  ty  frequent  doses  of  olenm  ricini.  The  em- 
ployment of  these  remedies  was  productive,  indeed,  of  great  debilk^r,  whkb, 
however,  was  but  temporary :  the  advantages  procured  were  more  pernio 
nent ;  these  were  the  oceasional  remission  of  the  pain,  and  the  inunediate 
cessation  of  the  vomiting,  which  never  afterwards  returned,  excepting  once 
in  the  course  of  the  following  night.  An  effectual  check  was  given  to 
the  inflammatory  process  ;  and  a  remission  of  the  symptoms  was  obtained 
.  for  about  thirty-six  hours ;  during  which  the  system  shewed  a  teodeocy 
to  return  to  its  natural  condition.'* 

A  train  of  nervous  symptomsy  pneumonic  inflammation,  and 
epileptic  fits*  attacked  the  patient  in  succession  after  the  prlmiry 
effects  of  the  poison  were  counteracted :  all  of  them  were  ju4ici- 
ouslj  combated,  and  at  length  this  young  woman  was  free  from 
any  urgent  complainti  although  her  constitution  appeared  evident- 
ly injured  by  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  arsenic  The  fluid 
rejected  from  the  stomach  was.  subjected  to  the  usual  chemical 
tests,  but  it  did  not  give  the  slightest  indication  of  the  presence 
of  the  suspected  poison.  Besides  water  impregnated  with  sul- 
phuretted  hydrogen  gas^  and  sulphate  of  copper,  another  test  was 
suggested  by  Dr  Marcet,  which  is  analogous  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr  Hume  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine  for  1809,  and  which 
we  have  found  to  be  extremely  delicate.  It  is  stated  by  Dr  Roget, 
as  being  efficient  to  show  the  presence  of  arsenic  when  the  fluid 
examined,  contained  only  the  250,000th  part  of  a  grain  of  that 
substance.    It  is  thus  described : 

^  Let  the  fluid  suspected  to  contain  arsenic,  be  filtered :  let  the  end  di 
a  glais-rod,  wetted  with  a  solution  of  pure  ammonia,  be  brought  into  coo- 
tact  with  this  fluid ;  and  let  a  clean  rod,  similarly  wetted  wi  h  a  soIuooq 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  mixture.  If  the 
minutest  quantity  of  arsenic  be  present,  a  precipitate  of  a  bright  yellow  co- 
lour, inclining  to  orange,  will  appear  at  the  point  of  conuct,  aod  will  readi* 
ly  subside  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel." — p.  157. 

Our  late  campaigns  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  have  afforded  am- 
ple scope  for  ascertaining  the  efficacy  of  diflPerent  methods  of 
treating  dysentery.  Mr  Ferguson's  experience  ojf  the  advanuges 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  of  this  disease  is  rery  extensive  and 

convincing. 
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convinciiig.  He  gi?es  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  widi  one  grain  of 
ipecacuan,  every  hour,  till  the  gums  become  affected,  which  ge- 
nerally took  place  in  48  hourst  when  a  solution  of  the  disease 
mighty  he  says,  be  looked  for  with  confidence.  The  diagnostic 
symptom  which  indicated  the  use  of  mercurial  remedies,  was  the 
high-coloured,  scanty,  and  pungent  state  of  the  urine.  By  admi- 
nistering mild  diluted  purgatives  to  the  slighter  cases,  and  boldly 
mercurialising  even  by  inunction,  which  Mr  Ferguson  thinks 
the  best  practice,  the  severest,  the  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the 
regimental  hospitals,  scarcely  exceeded  one  in  two  hundreds 
The  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  remittent  fever,  appear  to  us 
equally  sound  and  judicious.  At  the  beginning  of  the  disease, 
the  remedies  ought  to  be  purely  and  generally  antiphlogistic.  In 
the  second  stage,  when  congestion  in  the  abdominal  viscera  has 
taken  place,  mercury  ought  to  be  boldly  employed.  It  is  from  a 
want  of  discrimination  of  these  circumstances,  that  we  have  heard 
so  much  for  and  against  the  use  of  mercury  in  tne  remittent 
fever  of  hot  climates,  and  marshy  countries*  On  the  important 
subject,  venesection,  Mr  Ferguson  has  made  the  following  ob- 
servation, which  we  urge  all  our  readers  engaged  in  military  and 
naval  practice  always  to  bear  in  mind : 

**  The  superstitious  disuse  of  the  lancet  at  the  begionio^  of  soldier's 
diseases,  which  are  then  almost  always  inflammatory,  amounting  almost  to 
a  proscription  of  the  remedy,  through  the  prejudice  of  the  schools,  and 
the  false  inferences  deduced  from  its  effects  on  the  debiliuted  subjects  of 
private  life,  has  caused  more  deaths,  or  at  least  prevented  more  lives  froni 
being  saved,  than  any  other  fault  in  military  practice/' 

Mr  Astley  Cooper's  paper  on  spina  bifida,  is  characterized  b^ 
the  boldness  and  good  sense  which  it  is  delightful  to  see  exem* 
plified  in  the  leading  men  of  our  profession.  He  has  discovered 
two  modes  of  treating  those  who  are  afflicted  with  this  disease, 
the  one  palliative,  the  other  radical. 

*<  The  first  consists  in  treating  the  case  as  a  hernia,  and  applying  a  trass  to 
prevent  its  descent ;  and  the  second  in  producing  adhesion  of  the  sides  of 
she  sac,  so  as  to  close  the  opening  from  the  spine,  and  stop  the  disease 
altoffethen  The  first  is  attended  with  no  risk.  The  truss  forms  an  arti- 
ficial vertebra  when  the  natural  is  defective,  a  buttress  which  supports  the 
part  and  prevents  the  increase  of  the  disease ;  but  in  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment the  truss  is  required  in  future  life,  for  if  discontinued  the  tumour  re- 
appears, and  will  grow,  as  hernia  does,  to  great  magnitude,  but  with  more 
fatal  consequences. 

<•  On  the  contrary,  the  adhesive  mode  of  cure  exposes  the  patient  lo 
}nuch  constitutional  irriution,  but  leaves  him  without  the  apprehension  of 
the  future  return  of  the  disease.     And  a  finer  and  more  healthy  child 
cannot  be  seen  than  that  which  was  cured  by  this  mode  ot  treatment. 
^  It  may  be  also  observed,  that  this  mode  does  not  prevent  the  subse- 
quent 


^4  MiSm^rurpcai  Transactionf*  ApiU 

quent  attempt  at  the  palltative  treatmeot,  if  thfc  radical  ahottld  not  be  luc- 

cescful. 

^  But  as  there  are  many  caaet  of  spina  bifida  which  cannot  be  curedy 
it  is  right  that  I  should  state  what  are  those  which  will  not  admit  of  le* 
lief 

<*  If  the  tumor  is  connected  with  an  unnatural  enlargement  of  the 
head,  hydrocephalus  internus  is  conjoined  with  8]>ina  bifida,  and  the  water 
will  accumulate  in  the  ventricleSy  if  the  tumour  in  the  loins  is  attempted 
cither  tu  be  palliated  or  radically  cured. 

«<  If  the  lower  extremities  are  paralytic^  or  the  feces  and  urine  are  dis- 
charged involuntarily,  there  is  no  hops  of  relief." 

Four  cases  are  related  to  illustrate  both  these  modes  of  treat- 
ment. The  radical  cure  consists  in  puncturing  the  tumour  with 
a  needle  as  often  as  the  fluid  accumulates. 

The  same  gentleman  has  given  an  account  of  the  dissection  of 
a  limb  on  which  the  femoral  artery  had  been  tied  seven  years 
before,  for  poplitaeal  aneurism,  a  communication  which  contains 
many  practical  and  useful  facts.  The  arteries  which  form  the 
new  circulation,  are  not  only  enlarged,  but  they  become  tortu- 
ous, and  at  the  time  that  die  vessel  elongates  and  increases  in 
diameter,  its  coats  also  become  considerably  thicker  than  natural. 
In  this  case,  the  femoral  artery  was  obliterated  by  the  ligature, 
and  converted  into  a  cord  from  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda 
down  to  the  ham.  The  whole  of  the  poplitxal  artery  was  chang- 
ed in  like  manner ;  and  thus  the  blood  was  forced  to  form  new 
channels  along  the  branches  of  the  arteria*  profunda.  A  neatly 
executed  plate,  conveys  an  excellent  representation  of  the  changes 

Eroduced  in  the  anastomosing  vessels.  Another  plate  shows, 
ow  the  blood  may  be  diverted  from  its  proper  channels  in  ail 
the  great  arteries  of  the  body,  without  the  life  of  the  animal 
being  destroyed.  The  carorids,  the  femoral,  the  brachial  arte- 
ries, and  even  the  aorta  of  a  dog  were  tied  and  divided :  the  ani- 
mal not  only  survived  these  experiments,  but  maintained  his 
usual  health,  and  lived  long  enough  to  furnish,  a  most  wonderful 
proof  of  the  power  of  anastomosing  vessels.  To  the  student  of 
physiology  these  drawings  of  such  striking  prepararions  will  be 
very  valuable,  for  he  could  only  before  look  at  an  imperfect  re- 
presentation of  the  mode  in  which  the  circulation  is  carried  on 
in  the  arm,  after  the  principal  artery  is  obliterated,  in  Mr  Whitens 
cases  of  surgery. 


m. 
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jI  Tfmiue  on  tke  Managimeni  of  InfaMt :  contmmng  tbe  gifural 
ffrmApUs  of  their  Domostic  Troaimottig  with  the  JHSitory  and 
Method  of  Cure  of  some  of  their  most  prevalent  and  formidahlk 
Diseases,  B7  John  Syerv,  Surgeon.  8to.  pp.  295.  Murniff 
London.    1812. 

nnHE&£  is  perhaps  no  department  of  medicinei  which  has  been 
^  so  long  and  so  much  incumbered  with  the  errors  of  an* 
dent  pathology^  as  that  which  relates  to  the  treatment  of  chil« 
dren  \  a  dxcumstance  which  iS|  doubtless,  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
general  influence  oifemaU  practitioners  in  these  matters.  For 
even  among  the  numberless  treatises,  which  have  been  produced 
by  practitioners  of  the  masculine  gender  upon  Viis  subject,  but 
too  many  obserrations  are  to  be  found,  the  anility  of  which  suffi- 
cxenthr  evince  the  source  whence  they  originated.  It  must,, 
theretore,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  that 
have  resulted  from  that  practice,  which,  from  its  alieg^  inde« 
licacy,  has  been  much  opposed,  (namely,  the  employment  of 
nale  accoucheurs)  ^that  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  infancy 
and  childhood,  has  been  brought  more  immediately  under  the 
direction  of  persons  acquainted  with  the  fiature  of  the  animal 
economy,  and  with  the  principles  of  health  and  disease,  and  eiw 
abled,  tiierefore,  to  establish  a  practice  upon  rational  grounds. 
As  the  chief  management  of  children,  however,  must,  according 
to  the  ordinance  of  nature,  be  consigned  to  females  \  so  it  is  de* 
strable .  that  the  practical  inferences,  deduced  from  such  an  ap- 
plication of  acieotific  principles,^hould  be  communicated  to  them 
in  the  most  perspicuous  and  correct  manner.  Admitting  this, 
however,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the  clothing,  food, 
sleep,  exercise,  itemperature,  &c.  of  children ;  we  are  very  far 
from  approving  the  attempts  to  teach  mothers  and  nurses  to  ap- 
pl]r  the  active  agents  of  the  materia  medica  to  their  tender  and 
irritable  frames^  In  the  practice  of  medicine,  above  all  other 
aru, 

**  A  litde  knowledge  it  1  daagerouf  Hklti^  i" 

a  fortiori  it  is  particuUrly  danserous,  as  it  xespects  the  diseases 
ot  infancy,  in  proportion  to  tbc  more  acute  susceptibility  of  im- 
pression, which  characterizes  that  early  period  of  life. 
For  what  is  the  sum  of  medica}  knowledge,  which  those,  who 
▼oL.  viii.  NO.  SO.  p  have 
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have  seen  litde  of  the  varieties  of  diseases,  or  have  seen  them 
without  a  previous  stock  of  anatomical,  physiological,  and  phy- 
sical information,  are  usually  able  to  acquire  ?  They  learn,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  associate  the  use  of  certain  medicines  with  cer- 
tain prominent  symptoms,  in  an  empirical  manner.}  that  is,  with- 
out referring  them  either  to  their  s^ats  or  causes,  or  to  their  dif- 
ferent combmations ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  give  a  name  to 
certain  congeries  of  symptoms,  and  prescribe  for  the  amv,  re- 
gardless of  the  difierenc  and  often  ojqposite  conditions  of  the 
constitution,  under  which  the  disease  may  appear*  How  con- 
stantly, therefore,  do  we  find  such  persons  ppuring  in  opium  and 
alcohol  for  the  removal  of  inflammatory  ptufij  because  they  know 
them  to  have  afforded  relief  to  spasmodic /^d/n  /  How  constantly 
do  we  observe  thenfi  stuffing  patients  in  the  commencement  of 
fever  with  bark  and  wine,  because  they  have  heard  that  these  arc 
potent  remedies  for  fever  in  its  protracted  stages  ?  But  the  ra- 
tional observer  can  alone  estitnate  the  mischiefs  of  such  half- 
learned  medicine :  the  empiric  deems  all  his  failures  the  result 
of  unfnanageable,  not  o^  mismanaged  disease. 

'  It  is  true,  that  our  author  is  frequently  renundin^  his  fair 
readers,  (for  to  the  popular  ear  he  principally  addresses  his  work) 
that  they  should  not  venture  upon  the  exhibition  of  this  active 
remedy  or  that  powerful  expedfent,  without  the  sanction  of  pro- 
per medical  advice.  But  is  there  any  thing  rational  or  prudent 
in  directing  people  into  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  and 
then  cautioning  them  against  the  extreme  hazard  of  stirring  a 
step  farther,  until  they  obtain  a  well-informed  guide  ? 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  however  appropriately  the  first  part 
of  this  treatise,  comprehending  instructions  for  the  domestic  ma- 
nagement of  infants,  is  addressed  to  the  attention  of  mothers  and 
nurses  5  the  second,  relating  to  the  history  and  treatment  of  some 
of  the  .most  formidable  diseases,  incident  to  childhood,  would 
have  been  more  correctly  communicated  to  the  student  and  in- 
experienced, but  well-grounded  practitioner. 

In  truth,  what  regards  the  mere  domestic  management  of  in- 
fants, has  always  appeared  to  us  to  be  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass, and  to  be  easily  regulated, .  not  by  the  dear-bought  maxims 
of  wrinkled  experience,  D^it  by  the  simple  dictates  of  a  little  com- 
nkon  sense.  Insomuch  that  the  only  necessity  for  writing  in- 
structions' upon  the  subject  has  originated  from  the  traditional 
absurdities,  which  were  too  long  inculcated,  under  the^ame  of 
experience,  and  which  the  light  cf  common  senae  has  scarcely 
yet  been  able  thoroiighly  to  dispel.  Let  us  attend  but  to  the 
obvious  intimations  of  nature,  and  the  common  principles  of  con- 
duct as  to  adult  keall^,  and  die  regulations  of  infantile  irgimen 

are 


wc  within  a  nut-sheU.    We  have  only  to  imitale  the  iooAyig^^ 

Jared  hj  the  glantis  of  the  mother,  and  instinctively  preferredi 
y  the  infantt  where  the  natural  supply  is  deficient  i  to  leave  tho 
muscles,  and  the  limbs,  to  develope  themselves  without  restraint  | 
to  let  sleep  be  enjoyed  according  to  the  obvious  propensities  o£ 
the  child  ;  to  cause  adi  that  is  sordid  and  excrementitious  be  re« 
moved  by  strict  attetition  to  cleanliness }  to  let  artificial  warmtli 
be  supplied,  so  as  to  preserve  the  natural  temperature  vnimpair^ 
ed,  until,  by  muscular  exercise,  the  child  can  resist  the  abstrac- 
tion of  the  surrounding  cold  medium  \ — and  we  shall  have  ful£I« 
led  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  physical  management  of  infancy^ 
In  enlarging  upon  these  aphorisms,  our  author,  like  some  of  his 
predecessors,  has  not  altogether  avoided  trifling  and  f  rii^olous  ob« 
servations,  which  partake  ipore  of  the  nurse's  gossip,  than  of  thq 
directions  of  a  medical  seer,  I^  seems  scarcely  requisite,  for  ex»» 
ample,  after  recommendbg  us  to  place  an  infant  occasionally  09 
a  soft  carpet,  '<  before  it  is  trained  to  employ  its  strength  in 
walkinjg,'*  to  give  us  the  farther  information,  that  <<  at  the  ad« 
vance  of  spring,  in  summer,  and  in  dry  weather^  this  exuberant  < 
activity^  which  is  implanted  in  children  for  the  wisef t  purposes^ 
may  be  encouraged  on  a  grass-jdot.''  (p.  49.)  Under  tl^  sanw 
animadversion,  we  may  inplude  the  recommendation  of  the  foU 
lowing  sii^ular  species  of  exerHst ! 

*^  Crying,''  says  Mr  Syers,  ^  is  an  action,  from  whatever  cauee 
or  impulse  it  may  proceed,  that  operates  on  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  organs  much  in  the  same  manner,  though  more  partial 
iv  and  witH  greater  irregularity,  than  other  species,  of  exercise  | 
therefore  it  is  not  always  prudent  or  necessary  hastily  to  repress 
it/  &c^  p.  60. 

We  are.  sickened  with  that  afiect^tion  of  9easi(}Uity,  whatf vev 
excellence  of  des/cription  it  may  have  called  forth  from,  the  peft 
of  Pliny  and  pf  BuSbn,  which  compares  the  lot  gf  the  huqoaa 
infant,  with  that  of  the  whelps  of  the  lion,  ^nd  thp  sucklings  of 
swine,  only  to  moan  over  the  superior  helplessness  and  f  itiable 
weakness  of  the  former.  Our  author  has  evinced  a  little  of  this 
mawkish  taste,  in  several  instances,  a^d  especially  in  the  coan* 
mencement  of  his  work  i  but,  in  iusdce  w;e  must  observe,,  that  he 
does  not  altogether  overlook  tke  overbalance  of  .adv^otage^^ 
which,  in  truth,  render  thesfe  moral  wailipgs  over  the  ,k>t  of  hur 
manity  altogether  nugatory  and  absurd. 

Iq.  Chapter  V.  Mr  $yers  ha^  giv^n  ^  descriptipn  of  tihe  yarioui 
appearaafces  of  the  alvine  evacua;tions  of  infantsy.with  con^idctrat 
hie  minuteness,  to^plylng  a  careful  aii4  Repeated  aitei^tioa  A^  this 
subject,  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  of  great  importaafit*  IIc 
has  Qot^  hosreveri  referred;  the  particulas  pbraom<|ia*witib^  94^ 
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ddit  aocnncf  to  specific  moilrid  oonditioiis  of  the  system^  to 
deduce  any  Tery  precise  practical  inferences  from  the  enumera- 
tion. From  the  difficulty  of  cooTeying  distinct  notions  of  co- 
lour, odour,  &c.  in  words,  the  practitioner  must  generally  be  dit 
maker  of  his  own  experience  in  such  cases;  but  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged by  ercry  one,  conversant  with  the  diseases  o[  chil- 
dren, tlut  important  indications  are  obtained  from  the  obvious 
qualities  of  the  intestinal  discharges»  the  Tariaiions  of  wluch  are 
almost  universal  concomitants,  as  causes  or  as  effects,  of  infan- 
tile disease ;  and  the  observations  of  our  author  on  this  point,  in 
the  sequel,  appear  to  us  among  the  most  useful  of  his  remarks* 

Mr  Syers  employs  two  chaptersi  in  this  part  of  his  volume,  in 
Slating  the  properties  and  doses  of  <•  the  medicines  usually  admi- 
nistered to  infants,"  under  the  general  heads  of  evacuants,  sti- 
mulants, tonics,  astringents,  and  narcotics.  The  informatioot 
contained  in  these  chapters,  although  such  as  etery  practitioner 
of  ordinary  attainments  must  be  already  possessed  of,  is,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  minute  and  perspicuous,  especiaUy  in  respect 
to  the  doses  and  general  indications  for  die  respective  arddes^ 
to  give  the  ordinary  reader  as  satisfactory  an  acquaintance  widi 
them  as  mere  reading  can  furnish.  But,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
senred,  this  information  is  of  |^ry  questionable  utility.  The 
same  articles  are  medicinal  or  poisonous,  according  to  dbe  mode 
or  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  administered.  Nor 
is  it  enough  that  they  are  given  in  harmlijs  doses ;  for  to  give 
medicines  of  negative  powers,  when  those  of  the  most  active 
qualities  are  requisite  to  meet  the  disease,  (as  in  the  incipient 
state  of  croup,  enteritis,  &c.)  is  litde  short  of  positive  destruc- 
tion to  the  patient.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  most  fa- 
tal results  of  what  has  been  called  domestic  medicine;  for  many 
diseases,  which  are  most  dangerous  in  their  ultimate  tendency, 
can  onlv  be  known  by  the  eye  of  experience  in  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  tne  symptoms,  when  a  little  well-directed  medicine  is  ade- 
quate to  the  prevention  of  the  subsequent  mischief. 

We  do  not  understand,  by  the  way,  how  an  expictaratit  is  to 
be  serviceable  m  removing  tne  jaundice  of  new*bom  infants. 
Tet  Mr  Syers  recommends  that,  if  this  affection  should  continue, 
after  two  or  three  doses  of  calomel  and  castor-oil  have  been  ad- 
siinisiered,  an  severe  cases,  •<  a  bare  half  grain  of  ipecacuanha 
may  be  given  in  a  little  water  as  a  stimulant  and  expectorattt.**  If 
ipecacuanha  be  beneficial  in  such  a  case,  which  we  do  not  ques- 
tion, it  is  piobably  by  the  same  property  b^  which  it  a£fbrds  re- 
lief in  the  dysentery  of  adultsj  i.  e.  by  xu  mild,  but  effectual 
yurgative  operatbn. 

In  oommwo^g  the  second  part  of  his  work„  the  author  justly 
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oppogbt  the  olMnioOl  though  in  a  brief  and  not  irery  perspicuont 
oianner,  that  there  is  great  obscuiity  in  the  diseasiea  of  infantsi 
in  consequence  of  their  inability  to  describe  their  fedings ;  and 
contenids,  on  the  contrary,  «  that  we  are  less  in  danger  of  being 
misled  in  our  opinions  of  them,  than  in  many  of  those  more  in* 
cident  to  adult  life."  (p.  108.)  In  this  statement,  we  believe, 
every  one,  who  has  had  a  moderate  share  of  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  infantile  diseases,  will  readily  coincide.  The  dis^ 
eases  themselves  are  necessarily  less  numerous  and  complicated} 
because  many  of  the  exciting  causes  of  indisposition,  which  af- 
fect the  adult,  are  never  applied  to  the  infant.  For  instance,  the 
influence  of  moral  causes  is  not  exerted  upon  them ;  grief, 
anxiety,  and  apprehension,  do  not  prey  upon  them  ;  and  many 
classes  of  physical  causes  are  altogether  withdrawn,  such  as  fa« 
ttgue,  watching,  and  the  pernicious  influence  of  certain  trades^ 
manufaietories,  and  occupations ;  and  some  others  operate  to  a 
much  less  extent,  such  as  intemperance,  and  the  use  of  delete- 
rious articles  of  food  and  drink.  The  symptoms  of  infantile  dis- 
eases, then,  must  also  be  less  numerous  and  complicated  than 
those  of  adult  maladies  }  and  our  knowledge  of  them  is  obtained 
from  a  less  fallible  source  than  the  verbal  descriptions,  the  vary- 
ing and  indescribable  sensation^  the  incorrect  observations,  an|l 
the  hypothetical  opinions  and  prejudices  of  adult  patients  \  name^ 
ly,  from  the  mere  animal  expression,  if  we  may  so  speak,  or  tfatt 
instinctive  physical  signs  of  suflering,  which  are  unvarying,  and 
Aerefore  scarcely  liable  to  misinterpretation.  An  inUnt  never 
cries,  but  from  uneasy  sensations ;  and  the  seat  of  those  sens*- 
tions  is  commonly  rendered  obvioua  by  concomitant  ctrcunu 
stances :  as,  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  legs,  flatulence,  and  mop^ 
bid  feces,  when  in  the  bowels,— by  sickness  and  vomiting,  when 
in  the  stomach,— by  difficult  and  rapid  breathing,  cough,  and 
fever,  when  in  the  lungs,  Sec. 

The  most  common  seat  of  disease  in  infants,  however,  either 
primary  or  secondary,  is  in  the  alimentary  canal)  the  regular 
rion  01  die  functions  of  which,  therefore,  in  most  of  the  com* 
plaints  of  children,  becomes  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance; 
and  this  not  only  in  those  cases  of  indisposition,  where  the  de- 
rangement commences  in  that  canal  \  but  also  in  those  where  it 
buffers  indirectly  or  by  sympatliy,  in  consequence  of  primary 
disease  in  other  organs.  The  sympathetic  affections  of  the  alt* 
mentary  canal  in  cases  of  painful  irritation  in  the  gums,  da* 
ring  the  progress  of  a  protruding  tooth,  is  generally  attended  to  % 
but  the  converse  of  the  observation,  or  the  influence  <lf  a  disor* 
dered  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of 
improper  foodi  in  augmenang;  tife  JiiC6liye4iciii<er  of  dsfilifibn 

whir 


fdO      Mr  SyenV  Tntam  m  ilk  MMagment  9fh^ams.      Apf3 

which  our  author  has  {Miinted  out/ we  are  perauadedi  with  eor« 
rectness,  deserves  a)so  careful  notice :  he  attributes  much  of  tlus 
inconvenience  to  theearlj  use  of  animal  food  after  weamug. 

**  In  consul tiog  the  bills  of  mortality  io  the  metropollsi  or  in  any  large 
manufacturing  town,"  Mr  Syers  observesy  **  wc  finil  that  most  infants  are 
carried  off  about  the  period  of  life  now  under  contemplation.  It  is  equd- 
ly  notorious  that  custom  has  induced  mankind  to  impute  this  calamity  'O 
the  circumstance  of  teething,  many  children  being  evidently  afflicted  by 
cbts  cause  to  a  coasideiable  degree  ;  bot  it  it  exttemely  friTOlMis  to  ahrL 
ter  ourselves  under  this  notion  so  indiscriminately.  A  very  littie  ofascr« 
vation  wottld  contince  u.s  that  the  evoWtion  of  the  teeth  is  not  mrfrc- 
guently  prouacted  by  a  vitiated  sute  of  the  aiineatary  canal*  and  that  hm 
children  go  tjirough  the  process  so  regularly,  and  with  so  little  indisposi- 
tion, as  those  who  are  supported  but  sparingly  on  animal  food."  p.  1 64* 

.  This  obsenration^  the  author  affirms,  he  has  deduced  iron 
ample  ezperiencei  and  the  inferencci  <•  that  proper  regiaicn  at 
this  period,  affords  a  prospect  of  the  highest  adrantage,'*  can- 
not be  refiised;  He  proceeds  to  describe  two  varieties  of  abdo- 
minal disease  produced  by  improper  food;  the  one  originatiDg 
froM  over-£eeding,«  especially  with  animal  food  ;  the  other  con- 
nected with  imperfect  nourishment,  and  arising  especially  where 
the  child  has  been  confined  to  the  hreast  much  beyond  the  pro- 
pel period,  when  the  seoretion  has  become  too  scanty  to  satisfy 
the  cravinga  of  the  child,  or  no  longer  containing  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  nmtitite  matter.  In  both  these  cases,  the  system  is 
depcived  o(  the  necessary  supply  of  aliment,  and  the  symptoms 
in  some  measure  approsimate  in  both}  but  the  different. treai- 
-ment,  which  Hie  two  varieties  of  disease  obviously  requise  in 
•several  respects^  renders  the  distinction  important.  In  deacrib- 
ing  the  former,  Mr  Syers  states  that  there  is 

**  A  tumified  state  of  the  abdomen,  with  a  degree  of  hardaest,  amenat- 
ing  almost  to  tympanites,  or,  as  nurses  term  it,  the  wind*dropsy  \  vidi 

'  this  symptom  it  is  not  anusual  to  observe  great  emaciation  of  the  extremi* 
ties,  a  pale  cootraded  countenance,  with  holiowBesaof  the  eyes,  and  a 
very  inanimate  look,  except  arbeik  the  child  is  unusually  flushed,  or  aoder 
the  influence  of  febrile  irritation.  The  infant  often  sleeps  very  imperfecdv, 
and  discovers  in  the  progress  of  this  general  irritation  a  propei^ity  to  be  pics* 

.ingsome  part  of  its  face,  and  if  it  has  any  eruption  about  the  mouth  or 
alx  of  the  nose,  no  unusual  concomitant,  the  child  will  often  disfigure  ti- 
seif  in  no  small  degree.  The  appetite  for  food  is  frequently  voracious,  at 
other  times  very  uncertain  and  capricious ;  the  former  is  more  remarltabfe 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  infantas  indispositioo  ;  still  vrhstcver  article  of 

*  food  is  administeKd,  it  conveys  but  a  temporary  gratification,  or  it  indacet 
aickbess,  and  soon  gives  rise  to  a  fresh  acceuioo  of  heat,  tUcat,  sod  im- 

.  tatioe,  and  to  universal  derangement  of  the  system.'' 

la  the  other  taiaety.of  thia  disorder,  to  whioh  {done  dM  audior 

applies 
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applies  the  term  marasmus^  is,  be  says,  more  alarming,  and  fire* 
quently  fatal  \ 

**  Wbtrr  there  is  doc  osly  emaciatioot  but  the  skio  antverially  ooreriog 
the  body,  ctpecially  aboiit  the  groiot  and  lower  extremities*  is  drawn  in* 
to  ibldf ;  this  state  of  general  emaciation  gives  a  peculiar  withered  aij^t 
to  the  countenancet  which  is  completely  wriokled,  and  the  skin  is  totalty 
Yoid  of  Its  usual  elasticity.  There  are  profuse  hecdc  sweats,  extreme  pale- 
ness" (we  should  rather  have  said,  a  dirty  or  squalid  hue)  **  of  every  pan, 
from  a  sdlnty  supply  of  nd  blood  in  the  cspifury  vessels,  voracious  appe* 
site,  but  a  perpetual  state  of  diarrhcea ;  in  some  children  we  observe  ^ 
oeoscans  degree  of  fretlidness  and  irritation,  until  at  length  nature  sinks 
from  exhauttioo.''  (p.  i68.) 

The  author  is  totalis  silent,  however,  as  to  the  aetual  state  of 
diaease  under  any  of  these  circumstances,  which  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  made  any  attempts  to  ascertain,  by  the  only  means 
whtdi  could  elucidate  the  matter,  nameW,  by  dissection.  But 
upon  the  treatment  of  these  complaints,  which  is  confessedly  die 
most  important  part  of  the  inquiry,  his  prescriptions  are  rational, 
and  that  we  believe,  on  the  whole,  are  now  pretty  generally  put- 
sued.  Under  the  first  set  of  symptoms,  the  tumid  abdomen,  with 
febrile  irritation,  and  a  constipated  or  irregular  state  of  bowels, 
he  sutes  the  necessity  of  abstaining  from  the  use  of  animal  food, 
and  of  beginning  a  course  of  mercurial  medicine^  of  which  be 
considers  the  washed  calomel,  or  grey  oside,  as  the  best  prepa- 
ration. Of  this  he  directs  one  and  a  half  or  two  grains  to  be  ad- 
ministered  every  alternate  morning  for  a  wedc  or  ten  days,  so  as 
to  produce  three  or  four  purgative  motions  each  time  ;  giving, 
at  the  same  time,  different  vegetable  preparations  for  diet,  such 
as  rice,  tapioca,  and  biscuit  powder,  with  a  portion  of  milk  )  and 
interposing  some  light  aromatic  and  bitter  medicine,  with  a  small 
proportion  of  magpesia  or  mild  vegetable  alkali«  He  very  justly 
observes,  however,  that  <*  the  salutary  effects  of  any  tonic  medi- 
cine at  this  crisis  are  far  inferior  to  those  of  calomel,  which  does 
not  operate  by  its  purgative  virtue  simply,  but  is  chiefly  found  to 
influence  die  various  secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  the  action 
of  which  has  long  been  deranged  by  me  absurd  and  erroneous 
course  of  diet  pursued.  It  is  difficult  to  advise  any  limited  mea- 
sure of  the  mercurial  as  to  the  duration  of  its  exhibition,  which 
naost  solely  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances,  diat  will  be 
expected  to  come  under  the  discrimination  of  the  professional  at* 
tendant.^ 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  treatment,  the  author  reconmiends 
that  ^«  the  hot  bath  should  be  employed  twice  or  thrice  a  week, 
beginning  widi  the  temperature  of  80**  or  S5**,  and  rising  gra- 
dually at  each  repetition  to  95<^  or  lOO^' ;  it  either  imparts  an 

agreeablf 
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iigreeable  i ttmulus  to  the  constitution^  or  induces  uniyersal  and 
equal  degree  of  relaxation  of  the  surface."  (p.  172.)  This  is  a 
very  vague  statement.  At  the  temperature  of  80^  or  eren  85% 
a  bath  is  so  far  from  hot,  that  it  does  not  merit  the  appelladon 
of  warm ;  while  the  effects  of  the  stimulus  of  heat  are  rerj  con- 
siderably increased  between  95^  and  100^,  the  latter  of  which 
is  truly  a  hot  bath :  and  as  to  the  eff*ects,  an  agreeable  stimulus 
and  an  universal  relaxation  of  the  surface^  seem  to  be  ao  little 
analogous  as  scarcely  to  be  indicated  at  one  and  the  same  timet  or 
to  be  put  as  alternatives  to  each  other. 

For  the  treatment  of  the  other  modification  of  marasmus,  ac- 
companied with  hectic  fever,  and  constant  diarrhceay  which  is 
more  difficult  to  manage,  Mr  Syers  observes,  that 

<<  The  tame  medtctoe,  which  was  calculated  to  produce  so  mudi  relief 
in  the  former  case,  seems  here  to  present  several  incoovenieDces ;  bdeed,  ca^ 
lomel  in  any  form  at  first,  seems  coDtra4ndicated  on  accoont  of  its  tendacf 
to  increase  the  thin  watery  secretions  of  the  mucous  glands  of  the  intesdnes. 
We  are  therefore  to  palliate  the  present  symptoms,  and  after  adnunisteiiog 
a  dose  or  two  of  rhuoarb  and  calcined  magnesia,  so  as  fi^ly  to  empty  the 
bowels,  we  may  give  a  pap  spoonful  of  the  chalk  julep,  with  a  single  drop 
of  laudanum  or  half  a  tea-spoonful  of  syrup  of  white  poppies,  two  or  three 
tiroes  a  day,  as  a  slight  cordial,  and  to  allay  irritaoon ;  or  administers 
nmple  starch  injection.  The  child's  final  recotery,  however,  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  gradual  recourse  to  mercurials,  notwithstanding  its 
hectic  disposition  and  evident  debility.  Whilst  there  b  a  total  sospcosm 
of  the  biliary  secretion,  we  can  trost  to  so  substitute^  and  the  resmnioo  of 
the  healthy  function  of  the  liver  is  indispensable. 

**  The  gentlest  form  of  exhibiting  mercury  on  this  occasion  is  to  cm* 
ploy  a  solution  of  the  pilula  hydrargyri,  or  quicksilver  pill  of  the  Londoo 
jDispensatory,  in  mint  water ;  two  grains  will  be  an  adequate  dose  for  an 
infant  of  fourteen  months,  or  about  eieht  or  ten  grains  ofthe  hydrargyrut 
cum  creta,  which  may  be  administered  in  jam  or  honey  every  other  night, 
until  some  favourable  change  is  eftcted  both  in  the  appearance  and  o<umr 
of  the  excretions,  sulijea  however  to  the  same  restncdons  and  atteutioD 
as  were  pointed  out  in  the  former  case.  The  mercurial  is  frequently  fovod 
to  have  a  more  salutary  effect,  and  may  be  employed  with  greater  securisy, 
if  we  desist  from  it  for  an  interval  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  then  renew 
the  dose  according  to  circumstances  \  this  likewise  happens  in  other  in. 
stances  of  exhibiting  active  medicines.  Should  it  reproduce  or  increase  the 
diarrhoea,  it  will  be  expedient  to  combine  with  it  a  grain  of  the  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuanha,  or  half  a  drop  of  laudanum,  so  as  not  to  counter- 
act the  specific  action  ofthe  mercurial  on  the  digestive  organs.^'  (p.  173.)  • 

There  is  nothing  new,  indeed,  in  all  this  discussion^  nor  is  the 
matter  detailed  with  particular  precision  i  but  it  is  dwelt  upon 
at  a  length  proportionate  to  its  importance^  and  on  the  same  ac- 
count we  have  ^juoted  it.    That  derangements  of  the  digestiTe 
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oigaiM  and  of  the  biliary  secretions  are  among  the  most  frequent 
omaes  of  both  the  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  childrei),  and 
tend  to  aggravate  both,  every  practitioner  of  observation  must 
soon  ascertain  in  the  course  of  his  experience.  The  general  faci^ 
indeed^  is  £inher  proved  by  the  popular  opinion,  which  ascribes 
most  dF  those  diseases  to  worms ;  and  by  the  success  of  certain 
qUack  medicines  for'  eipdling  those  animals,  whidi,  in  the  ma- 
jority  of  instances  in  which  they  eiiect  a  cure,  expel  no  worms. 
The  mistake  consists  in  appealing  to  a  wrong  cause ;  for,  as  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy,  the  opin- 
ion and  the  practice  are  correct.  We  are  disposed  to  differ, 
however,  decidedly  from  the  popular  practice,  of  giving  violent 
cathartics  indiscrimiiiately,  and^  in  some  measure,  from  that  of 
cor  author ;  we  have  generally  found  a  continued  exhibition  of 
small  doses  of  the  mercurial,  (calomel)  rubbed  together  with  an 
absorbent,  as  soda  and  testaceous  powder,  and  used  once  or 
twice  a  day,  for  an  indefinite  time  according  to  circumstances, 
cfiRictually  correct  the  alvine  excretions  and  restore  health,  witlt- 
out  any  risk  of  producing  hypcrcatharsis,  or  severe  irritation  \ 
and  as  to  salivation  with  children,  observation  teaches  us  that  it 
U  so  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  may  be  almost  put  out  of  con* 
tidieration. 

But  there  is  a  farther  attention  to  this  principle  and  practice, 
which  has  for  a  long  time  past  forced  hself  upon  our  notice^ 
while  treating  the  diseases  of  children,  namely,  the  necessity  of 
adding  it  to  other  measures  in  the  cure  of  pulmonary  and  other 
acute  disorders :  for  almost  invariably,  the  alvine  excretions  b#- 
come  speedily  deranged,  and  a  new  source  of  disease  is  superad- 
edj  when  any  feverish  state  is  induced  in  children.  Mr  Syers 
has  carried  this  observation  farther  than  ourselves  s  but  we  are 
satisfied  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  following  remarks,  rela- 
tire  to  the  acute  catarrh  of  children. 

**  The  principal  points  which  ought  to  arrest  oor  attention  in  this  dis- 
ease, are  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  bowels,  and  their  great  irregula« 
rity  b  most  instances :  as  also  the  real  nature  of  the  cough  and  shortness 
of  breath,  which  nrast  be  dbtingutshed  from  that  of  pleurisy  by  the  ab- 
sence of  acute  pain,  or  from  real  peripoeumonyy  by  the  slighter  quantity 
of  fur  upoo  the  tongue  and  the  less  sti  iking  symptoms  of  general  inflam- 
mation. 

**  The  sleep  which  children  obtain  under  the  influence  of  this  disease  is 
very  precarious,  and  is  attended  with  twitchings  sod  startings ;  the  breath 
is  not  consuntly  laborious,  but  rather  quick  and  panting,  particularly  at 
Che  time  of  the  evenbg  paroxysm  of  fever ;  and  there  is  almost  always  a 
rattling  noise  in  the  trachsea,  from  the  mucus  continually  secreted,  but 
seldom  expelled  from  the  mouth.  Although  the  aflPection  of  the  breath 
sometimes  rises  to  an  ahrmbg  height,  and  the  child  is  flushed,  and  often 
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coughs  with  vehefnencey  yet,  from  a  series  of  minute  obsenratiooa  directed 
to  the  progress  of  this  disease,  I  am  Induced  to  consider  the  particular 
state  ot  the  digestive  or^s  as  the  principal  source  of  the  irrkatioD«  and 
<haf  e  almost  inf  arrably  fonod  the  prospect  of  recovery  to  brigfateo  m  pro- 
portion to  the  return  of  the  healthy  ranctions  of  the  alimentary  can! ;  a 
drcomstaoce  whidr  will  cleariy  be  cfaarscierized  by  a  more  Civoiirahle  af« 
penrance  of  the  feces.  Children  labouring  nnder  caurrh*  and  this  farticii^ 
Jar  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  die  lungs,  seldom  reouire  or  will 
bear  the  ahock  of  general  blood-letting ;  but  the  application  of  leeches  to 
the  chest,  and  region  of  the  stomach,  where  we  sometimes  discover  much 
(bLaess  and  tension,  is  followed  by  very  beneficial  effects.  After  this  era- 
cuation  has  been  freely  encouraged  by  warm  fomentation,  a  blister  will  be 
be  found  very  useful  in  rdteving  the  affection  of  the  breath. 

**  Although  the  foregoing  tfeatment  seems  very  obviously  iodkatad,  yet 
it  is  of  subordinate  efficacy,  without  a  prompt  and  active  eachibftkMi  of  ca- 
lomel, with  small  doses  of  antimonial  powder.  It  would  appear  that  the  luegs 
are  eminently  relieved,  both  with  regard  to  the  mucous  secretion  and  op. 
pressioo  of  the  breatb,%and  the  fever  miti^ted,  not  only  firom  the  common 
purgative  effects  of  the  antimonial  combined  with  the  mercurial,  which 
are  often  copious,  but  from  an  evident  excitement  of  the  hepatic  functioo, 
which  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  evacuations."  (p.  244.) 

We  regard  the  author's  direction,  however^  to  afibrd  a  sparii^ 
allowance  of  diluent  drinks,  «  which  would  have  a  teadency  to 
,fiU  the  stomach  and  blood-vessels,  and  thereby  increase  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  blood's  circulating  through  the  lungs/'  as  a  piece 
of  mal-practice  resulting  from  a  piece  of  worse  theory. 

W^  have  extended  our  quotations  upon  this  point  to  a  length, 
which  allow  us  no  room  to  speak,  of  the  remaming  parts  of  this 
Tolume ;  but  in  general  they  arc  of  a  common-place  character, 
and  require  no  particular  notice.  The  author  introduces  hydro* 
cejrf^us  m  the  chapter  on.  diseases  of  dentition ;  an  arrange* 
snent  which  we  cannpt  approve :  and  in  treating  of  the  purulent 
ophthalmia  of  infants,  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  cause  to  which 
it  has  been  ascribed,  we  are  disposed  to  believe  with  correctness, 
by  Mr  Gibson  • 

The  style  of  this  work  is  somewhat  inflated,  and  often  incor- 
rect }  and  where  the  author  found  such  words,  as  to  popularut 
(p.  SO),  and  disintegrate^  (p.  166),  we  cannot  conceive. 


IV. 


ISlC  OmthRufinShtip*  tSS 


IV. 

Afi  Irtqmry  int$  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  Respf  #r  that  diseau 
^vbick  is  so  destructive  among  Sheepy  especially  Larnhhogs^  on  being 

first  put  to  Cole^teeping  i  with  proposals  for  puhluhing  by  subscript 
tion^  a  Recipe^  containmg  directioas  effectuallj  to  prevent  and  cure 
the  Respj  and  to  promote  the  increased  safety  of  Cole  and  Turnip* 

feeSng  Sheep  throughout  the  year.    Peterborough^  1811.    pp.  69« 

NEXT  to  the  diseases  of  the  human  species,  those  of  our  do- 
mestic animals  interest  us  the  most ;  and  as  so  little  of  value 
ts  written  concerning  them,  we  gladly  receive  every  publication 
from  which  any  information  may  be  extracted.  Tlie  object  of 
diis  before  us,  is  to  get  Jive  hundred  guineas  for  communicating 
to  the  subscribers  a  nostrum  for  the  prevention  and  cure,  of  the 
resp*  The  nature  of  thq  specific  is  of  course  not  disclosed  hcre^ 
nor  are  we  very  anxio«s  to  learn  it ;  but  this  pamphlet  contains 
what  to  us  appears  infinitely  more  valuable,  an  apparently  aces* 
rate  descripdott  of  certain  diseases  to -which  sheep  are  IvMm 
when  fed  upon  cole  or  turnips. 

The  nomenclature  of  veterinary  nosology  is  still  a  mere  chaoi^ 
and  accordingly  we  are  here  told,  that  three  diseases^  if  not 
morei  of  which  sheep  die  at  cole-feeding,  go  under  the  general 
name  of  garget ;  viz.  garget^  properly  so  called,  the  resp  and  the 
hloodstriiing. 

The  first  our  author  considers  as  a  local  disease. 

^  The  garget  ia  sheep  is  a  morttfication  which  always  appears  to  origi* 
gnte  io  the  thick,  fle«b|»  or  mufoilar  parts  of  the  aiacDal  body ;  aod  is  oc» 
caaiOQcd  (ab  exterpo)  b^  some  hurt  or  injury  susuioed.  It  happens  more 
frequeody  at  coie-keeping,  only  because  ihc  animals  are  in  a  state  of  coiv- 
ttoual  plethora.  It  may  be  caused  by  roughly  handKog;  by  a  suddeo 
&ight,  and  leaping,  or  running;  by  an  accidental  strain,  being  partly  cast, 
and  struggling^  hard  to  get  on  their  legs  ♦;  by  napping  their  wool ;  and, 
especially,  by  rubbiug,  to  which  tbey  are  very  much  addicted ;  and  at  cole- 
^cepctig,  so  much  sov  that  the  iooer  bars  of  the  gate  which  closes  the  field 
•re  al waya  brigbteoed  by  iu  if  tbeie  be  a  knat  on  one  of  these  bare,  er 
r }  or  tf  any  trays»  hardies,  or  slews,  to  nake  ao  occasiooal  peo* 


^ ^This  is aa  scckknt whickmutt  fireqaandj k|ppea vnitca  of  aoy.;  though 
«heep  getting  iost  (that  it,  overthmwn  by  mbwu;  on  the  lair,  and  encumbeicd 
•o  nuich  in  thdr  waol  thA  thty  can^  get  isp)  ma  act  be  readily  Understood  in 
jome  paru  of  tke  kingdom/' 
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fUnd  so  that  the  iheep  can  rob  their  hioder  parts  against  the  bars  of  them 
endwise,  they  are  the  occasion  of  more  dineer ;  and  these  circomstaoccs 
onght  to  be  sedulously  prevented  in  fields  ofcole. 

**  If  a  sheep  be  found  in  an  early  period  of  this  disease,  and  staoghter* 
cd,  it  may  be  seen  where  the  disease  commenoed,  and  how  far  it  has  pn>> 
ceedcd  i  just  so  far  the  flesh  will  be  black  and  stinking ;''  and  the  other 
parts  *'  are  always  found  of  a  healthy  and  natural  colour,  clean  to  the  eye 
and  sometimes  eatable.  The  bowels,  in  all  these  cases,  are  perfectly 
sound." 

<*  But  if  the  sheep  remain  longer,  and  be  nearly  dead  before  it  be 
slaughtered,  the  bowels  will  be  diseased  also,  as  far  as  the  disorder  has 
progressed.  Of  course,  if  the  disease  began  behind  (which  it  usually  does, 
because  sheep  cannot  rub  themselves  with  so  much  force  m  any  other  d^ 
rection)  they  will  lire  loneer  than  if  it  begin  on  the  shoulder,  the  or^ 
being  farther  from  the  vit2  parts: 

**  Lastly,  if  the  sheep  be  quite  dead  when  found,  and  if  it  died  in  the 
ttight  and  had  lain  long,  the  carcase  is  excessively  swollen,  patrid,  aod  ex- 
tremely fetid.  A  bloody  froth  is  also  found  at  the  nostrils,  and  evident 
marks  on  the  ground  ot  the  animal  havine  struggled  riolently.  These 
are  the  characteristics  of  garget ;  but  it  ought  to  be  forther  remarked,  diat 
the /in/i7  of  garget  is  peculiar,  and  always  the  same,  whether  the  sheep 
die  from  a  known  injury  or  a  probable  one ;  and  ewes  which  die  of  this 
disease  at  yeaning-tiroe  h^ve  the  same  fetor.''  **  Fat  sheep  also  are 
known  to  die  from  very  slight  hurts,  and  the  smell  and  appearance  are  al> 
ways  the  same  as  when  they  die  of  garget  from  an  unknown  cause.** 

If  this  view  of  the  disease  be  correct,  our  author's  infetcnces 
are  indisputable.  No  cure  is  to  be  attempted  ;  but,  the  moment 
the  disease  is  discoTered,  ^e  sheep,  being^fat,  is  to  be  slaughter- 
ed. On  the  other  handj  much  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  pre- 
vention, by  removing  everything  which  may  cause  mischief^  and 
by  never  penning  cole-feeding  sheep  with  a  dog. 

Blood'ttrikifig. — ^During  the  middle  and  hitter  periods  of  ooie- 
feedingi  veryheavv  losses  are  frequently  sustained  by  a  dis- 
ease, concerning  wnich  our  author  is  only  able  to  inform  us»  diar, 
from  its  symptoms  and  sudden  fatality,  he  considers  it  as  a 
sanguineous  apoplexy  or  coup  de  sang^  arising  from  excessive  pk- 
thora.  In  conformity  with  this  opinion,  he  recommends  that  all 
cole-feeding  sheep  should  be  bled  whep  they  have  been  a  month 
or  thereabouts  at  the  keeping. 

Rjiip  is  the  particuhu*  subject  of  this  bquiry,  and,  tbovf  h 
often  confounded  with  the  two  precedug  diseases,  it  is.  in  no 
respect  whatsoever  related  to  them.  It  alects  sheep»  especially 
young  ones,  on  being  first  put  to  keeping  that  is  extremely  sue* 
culenti  or  on  removing  them  from  poor  land  and  scanty  keeping, 
to  a  rich  VBAframmel  pasture,  or  to  clover-eddish  \  bat  it  is  espe- 
cially dangerous  and  fatal  at  cole.  It  is  universally  observed, 
tbat  a  lew  days  after  putting  sheep  to  cole,  they  exhibit  ngns  of 

ockness 
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sickness  and  lefuse  tiheir  food  for  some  time,  or  eat  it  sparingly  % 
look  thin,  and  betray  symptoms  of  anxiety  and  restlessness. 
They  fret,  pine,  and  pace  round  the  field,  and  bleat,  till  at  length 
tbey  git  it  ever  and  bigim  to  Jk  well.  In  this  state  they  are  all 
slightly  affected  with  the  nsp.  The  symptoms  in  its  severe  de- 
gree, are  more  particularly  described  in  the  following  passages : 

**  It  may  easily  be  discovered  whether  any  of  die  sheep  are  seized  with 
this  disease,  by  drtviBg  the  flock  together  frequently  during  the  fborth 
day :  If  there  be  one  i^Tected  it  wUl  unger  behind  its  fellovt.  It  is  easi- 
ly cangbt,  and  on  examining  the  eyef »  they  will  be  found  to  be  deeply 
tmgcd  with  a  dirty  and  greenish  yellow  s^* — **  if  leftv  they  presendy  lie 
down  and  appear  auU  and  heavy.  Shortly  after,  if  a  person  goes  to  them 
they  will  get  up  unwillingly  and  walk  slowly  away,  straining  often  to  stak 
without  being  able.  In  another  short  interral  they  roust  be  forced*  or 
helped,  to  rise ;  and  then  they  will  geoeraliy  sule  blood  in  small  quantn 
tirs,  bot^uickly  lie  down  again,  and  gather  their  feet  under  them ;  or  ra- 
ther they  drop  down  upon  the  belly.  The  stupor  increases  and  the  head 
totters ;  they  betray  great  anxiety,  and  hang  their  ears,  or  draw  them 
backwards;  their  eyes  are  shut,  and  the  nose  resu  on  the  grounds 
thus  they  die,  without  any  froth  at  the  nostrils,  and  they  never  struggle 
at  all/' 

Omr  author  has,  in  every  instance,  found  the  first  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  day,  and  the  loss  sometimes  amounts  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  the  hundred.  The  appearances  on  dissec-* 
tson  aie  thus  described : 

**  On  driving  the  sheen  together  on  the  fourth  morning,  if  one  amongst 
them  Unser  behind  its  fellows  ;  if  it  were  upon  its  feet  uid  not  perceived 
to  be  ill  before  tb^  driving  commenced ;  and  lastly,  if  it  take  a  good  nm 
to  catch  it;  let  it  be  instantlythiuglitered,  and  the  whole  carcase  will  be 
fbond  more  or  less  yellow.  The  whole  mass  of  blood  will  be  found  black 
and  thick  (gramous)  flowing  very  little  after  the  knife ;  but  all  the  visce- 
ra will  be  perfectly  sound,  exorptmg  only  the  milt  (spleen)  which  will  be 
awolleo,  black  and  rotten.  From  this  period,  u  they  seldom  live  four 
hours ;  and*  when  dead*  as  the  whole  of  inside  is  entirely  putrid  (though 
the  outside  undergoes  no  further  change)  it  will  easily  be  conceived  that 
the  progress  of  the  disease  is  rapid  from  one  viscus  to  another.  The  liver 
is  next  seized,  and  then  the  kidneys:  From  the  kidneys  the  inflamontioa 
extends  as  if  by  contact  to  the  nt  which  covers  them,  and  from  thence 
to  the  smaller  viscera* 

M  While  the  spleen  only  is  aftcted.  the  bladder  is  remarkably  shrunk 
up  (oomigated)  and  contains  not  a  drop  of  fluid,  but  as  soon  as  the  inflam* 
matioo  proceeds  to  the  kidneys,  the  bladder  (contrary-wise)  becomes  ex- 
tjpemely  relaated*,  and  begins  to  fill  with  a  blackish  and  bloody  urine  : 

This 


*  •*  It  is  relazed  so  much  that  k  would  bold  two  or  three  times  as  much  as 
iliere  is  fbond  in  it.  It  is  aMo  semi-transpamt,  and  the  hii^  colotor  of  ths 
nnae  may  be  disdactly  pgteivcd  thmvi^k.'' 


This  it  «Q  invariable  tyinptom ;  to  that  tkU  diteaie  mtdit  with  exact  pro> 
priety  be  called  red- wain- f  if  thi^  term  had  been  applied  to  the  urioe ;  but 
n  if  restricted  to  red- water  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  belly  when  the  iheep 
are  dead. 

**  The  contents  of  the  stomach  are  super-abondaiit,  and  fmtby;  tlie 
feces  are*  deeply  coloured,  but  the  bowels  are  not  always  ^ottive;  The 
disease  is  primarilr  of  the  other  passa^  i  and  seems  to  take  place  becasK 
the  blood  cannot  let  fall  its  urinous  parts/* 

In  attempting  to  ascertain  the  identity  of  theee  diaeaaest  with 
those  described  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Highland  Society,  at 
common  in  Scotland,  we  become  fully  sensible  how  defective  our 
knowledge  of  the  subject  still  is  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  can- 
not but  be  struck  with  the  interesting  field  for  obserration,  which 
a  more  accurate  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  domestic  animals 
aibrd.  In  the  first  place»  the  decided  effects  of  different  kinds 
of  food»  and  of  alteration  of  temperature  upon  the  health  of  fibeept 
it  worthy  of  obtenration,  and  may  serve  to  illustrate  some  com* 
mon  diseases  of  the  human  body,  the  origin  of  which  has  bitber- 
to  escaped  our  attention  *,  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  enables « 
to  trace  the  progress  of  the  morbid  alterations  of  stmcture  con- 
nected with  the  disease,  and  even  to  detect  their  Tery  com^lmc^ 
ment,  a  circumstance  of  the  greatest  importance  in  disoovcnng 
the  cause,  and  of  which  we  cannot  take  advaatage  in  impiov- 
Hig  our  knowledge  of  hunian  pathology.  We  recommend  tbe 
following  paragraph  to  the  attention  of  country  practicioatfii 
whose  situation  enables  them  to  profit  by  it. 

**  It  has  been  formerly  recommended  by  a  gentleman  emioeot  io  agiioii* 
tnral  science,  to  establish  a  sufhcient  number  of  cattle  doctors  le^ulaHy  ^* 
•troaed*  by  means  of  a  fund  raised  for  that  purpose  ;  and  MrtAVfox 
has  since  detailed  a  plan  of  such  a  society.    But  if  this  should  crer  be  ur*  | 
rid  into  effect  (which  there  is  a  great  leason  to  doubt)  the  first  ob)ec| 
should  be,  not  to  cure,  but  to  slaughter  ceruin  of  the  diseased  aaiiaal^ »» 
dissect  them :  Veferinary  medicine  has  been  hitherto  content  to  borrow* 
few  hints  of  doubtful  application,  from  her  elder  sister;  but  if  the  me<lw» 
here  recommended  was  adopted,  she  might  probably  pav  back  the  obiig^  ^ 
tton  with  interest ;  and  if  the  same  practice  was  possible  with  mpcc^  ^  i 
the  human  subject,  medical  sdenoe  nught  make  more  oertaio  adnoc^^ 
oae  year,  than  it  has  hitherto  since  t^  davs  of  Escnlspies.    The  ^' 
rence  between  subjects  dying  of  disease  and  those  slaughtered  ia  the  pi^  I 
gres^  of  it,  is  material  to  accurate  observatioo." 
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V. 

CKniqut  Chirurgicale^  ou  M/moiri  et  ObservMtions  de  CMrurgte  CS^ 
mgue^  ei  sur  ^autrts  objets  relaiifs  a  VArt  dt  Gturir.  Par  Ph. 
PblletaM)  Chirurgien  Consultant  de  L.  L.  MM.  JJ.  et  R^^ 
ChevalieTi  Membre  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur,  Chirurgien  en 
Chef  de  I'Hotel  Dieu,  Professeur  de  Clinique  Chirurgicale» 
&c  &c.  &c.  a  Tomes,  8vo.    Paris,  18 10. 

A  FTEE  glancing  oiir  ejres  over  the  title  page  of  this  new 
-^^  work,  and  examining  the  preface  and  table  of  contents,  we 
sat  down,  according  to  the  custom  of  critics,  to  the  task  of  self- 
examinatiofi,— ^or  we  then  consider  ourselves  qualified  to  discern 
how  much  die  author  has  added  to  our  original  stock  of  ideas* 
The  honourable  situations  which  are  held  by  M«  Pelletan,  point 
out  the  sources  of  extensive  experience  in  surgery ;  and  we  are 
toId»  that  he  has  been  forty  yean  in  practice,  fifteen  of  whicl^ 
he  has  passed  as  senior  surgeon  of  a  large  hospital  TimCi^ 
however,-  has  opposite  effects  upon  opposite  characters.  Instead 
of  expanding  and  enlarging  this  clinical  professor's  mind,  it  seems 
to  have  shrivelled  and  contracted  his  original  capacity,  and  the 
precepts  and  example  of  Mor^nd,  Dessault,  Sabatier,  and  Cho- 
part,have  onlj  made  bini  unusually  conceited,  to  speak  very  often 
of  his  own  skill,  and  very  contemptuously  of  his  professional 
brethren.  M.  Pelletan  is  evidently  below  par  in  his  surgical  in- 
formation,  especially  on  the  subjects  of  aneurism  and  hernia: 
he  is^  probably  esteemed  duly  a  second-rate  practitioner  at  Paris, 
and  would  certainly  rank  very  low  in  this  country,  if  a  new  clas- 
sification of  surgeons  were  to  be  made,  not  according  to  length  of 
yeaist  but  depth  of  wisdom.  In  the  dearth  of  Continental  pub- 
lications, however,  we  are  disposed  to  adopt  the  tolerating  max- 
im of  Pliny,  '*  nullum  esse  iibrum  tarn  malum  ut  non  ex  aliqua 
parte  prodesset/'  and,  bearing  this  aphorism  in  mind,  we  pro- 
ceed to  give  an  analysis  of  the  principal  contents  of  these  three 
volumes. 

The  first  memoir  is  on  Bronchotomy,  in  which  M.  Pelletan 
apeaks  from  experience  of  that  operation,  and  of  the  cases  which 
require  its  performance  i  he  compares  the  longitudinal  opening 
made  by  incision  with  the  transverse  wounds  of  the  trachea 
which  are  frequently  made  by  suicides.  On  this  subject,  the  ex- 
cellent memoirs  of  Louie  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  Mem. 

Acad. 


MO  Pelletaa,  CMmqite  CKnargMe.  April 

Acad,  de  Chirurg,  could  not  be  passed  over  without  bestowing  a 
tribute  of  approbation,  in  referring  to  those  papers:  our  author 
had  only  to  follow  the  directions  there  laid  down,  and  to  record 
his  success  in  so  doing,  to  encourage  others' to  the  same  bold  and 
judicious  practice.     Bronchotomy  is   followed  by  few  incon- 
reniences,  and  may  be  performed  with  the  greatest  benefit  in 
many  cases  of  threatened  suffocation,  from  foreign  bodies  being 
lodged  in  the  wind-pipe,  and  perhaps  in  some  cases  of  croup  or 
angina.      M.  Pelletan  extracted  in  one  child  a  French-bean, 
which  was  lodged  in  the  trachea,  in  another  case,  the  lower  jaw 
of  a  mackerel,  and  in  a  third,  a  button,  with  complete  success* 
An  unfortunate  case  is  related  of  a  flint  stone  slipping  into  the 
larynx  of  a  child,  which  termined  fatally,  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  being  too  long  delayed,  before  the  precise  cause  of  the 
child's  su£Feriiigs  was  discovered.    The  mode  of  operating  adop* 
ted,  is  to  divide  the  trachea  between  the  thyroid  cartihge  and 
annular  portion  of  the  cricoid,  by  a  bold  lonptudinal  incision  ; 
he  has  found  no  difficulty  in  healing  the  wound  of  the  cartilages, 
and  never  saw  a  case  wnere  the  opening  did  not  close  raeedlly 
after  the  operation,  whilst  the  transverse  wounds  inflicted  by  soi» 
ddes  always  heal  slowly,  and,  in  more  than  half  the  cases  whidi 
occur,  are  followed  by  violent  haemorrhage,  inflammation,  and 
death.    The  foreign  substance  lodged  in  the  trachea  or  larynx, 
is  generally  forced  out  as  soon  as  an  opening  is  made,  though  it 
sometimes  sticks,  either  from  its  shape  of  situation,  and  must  dien 
be  extracted  with  the  finger  or  forceps.    The  voice  is  not  afilect- 
ed  by  the  operation,  except  when  the  larynx  is  divided,  in  which 
case  it  remains  hoarse  for  a  considerable  time.    M.  PeUetsm  has 
had  no  experience  of  the  effect  of  brondiotomy  in  croup;  what 
he  says,  therefore,  on  that  subject,  is 'merely  speculative,     b  is 
difficult  to  seize  the  exact  period  in  dangerous  cases  of  croup, 
when  bronchotomy  is  likely  to  save  the  patient's  life  ;  for  whilst 
expectoration  is  free,  it  is  unnecessary,  and  when  suffocation  is 
threatened  from  the  inflammation  extending  along  the  brundiix, 
it  must  be  useless.    The  following  case  will  point  out  the  syn^ 
toms  indicating  the,  operation,  to  prevent  suffocation,  and  the 
speedy  relief  which  it  affords. 

Obs.  2.-— ><<  In  the  month  of  May,  1798,  a  child,  three  years  old,  was 
brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  who  bad  been  playing  with  some  French 
beans,  and  in  putting  them  in  its  mouth  one  haa  slipped  into  the  windfipe. 
The  child  had  coughed  incessantly  for  three  days,  and  sometimes  seemed 
in  imminent  danger  of  being  suflttcated.  This  time  had  been  ipeat  ia 
giving  emetics,  introducing  instruments  into  the  oesophagos,  under  pretence 
of  forcing  the  foreign  substance  to  pass  into  the  stomach»  and  in  iosptiinff 
the  parents  with  a  dangerous  degree  of  cosfidencey  founded  on  the  iotem£ 

of 
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of  rrpoie  whtcb  the  child  experiencedt  but  doriog  which  it  kqit  makiog  a 
lattliog  ooise  in  iu  thr«at«  4  chifactensuc  sign  of  the  complaint.  I  rrmv^ 
ed  instantly  to  perform  the  operation  of  bronchotomy.  The  child  Mfai 
very  fat:  this  circumstance*  added  to  the  small  diameter  of  the  trachea  at 
this  agey  rendered  the  laying  bare  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal  difficult. 
However  the  rings  of  the  trachea  were  divided  ;  and  there  was  hardly  any 
percepuble  interval  between  the  incision,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  foreign 
substance.  The  bean  had  become  swelled,  and  increased  in  size,  from' 
niftceration.  The  child  seemed  to  be  restored  to  lite ;  ir  spoke  freely:  a^ 
amall  c^iiaatity  of  blood,  which  fell  into  the  trachea,  produced  coughing,* 
which  in  turn  threw  the  blood  out  ag^ain.  This  circumstance  hat  the  ap« 
pearance  of  convulsion*  and  may  alarm  persons  not  accustomed  to  it ;  bol 
It  is  the  guarantee  of  the  patient'^  life,  by  expelling  consuntly,  and  withonl 
difficulty*  whatever  gets  into  the  canal  of  respiration.  After  half  an  hour 
bad  elapsed,  I  brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  together :  they  were  kept 
in  contact  by  proper  bandages ;  the  wound  suppurated,  and  was  cured 
in  twenty  days.     The  child's  voice  did  not  remain  sensibly  altered."  p.  5. 

Aneurism  is  the  subject  of  several  memoirs*  both  in  tlie  first 
and  second  volume  of  these  clinical  observations.  Several  case^ 
of  internal  aneurisms  are  described*  to  show  how  formidable  andi 
full  of  danger  these  diseases  are ;  and  yet  that  they  are  susceptible^ 
not  only  of  being  relieved*  but  sometimes  of  being  even  cured» 
bv  copious  and  repeated  blood-letting  from  the  arm^  by  the  ap* 
plication  of  leeches^  by  rigid  abstinence,  by  rest*  and  by  apply- 
ing ice*  and  cold  and  astringent  Iptiona  to  the  enlarged  aorta*  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  treatment  proposed  by  Valsalva.  Three 
pauents^  with  aneurism  of  the  aoru*  were  permanently  cured  by 
this  method  ;  one  case  was  greatly  relieved*  but  the  disease  re« 
turned  the  following  year*  in  consequence  of  the  patient's  return 
to  his  former  intemperate  habits.  In  another  case*  the  tumour 
and  dilatation  was  removed  from  the  origin  of  the  aorta*  but  rev 
curred  in  another  part  of  that  vessel  lower  down.  Those  casea 
which  were  unsusceptible  of  cure*  are  said  to  have  been  relieved 
by  the  measures  pursued,  with  different  degrees  of  success,  in 
fourteen  instances  of  internal  aneurisms  $  and  one  case  of  aneu- 
rism of  the  axillary  artery*  is  mentioned  as  being>  cured  by  this  re- 
gimen* which  M.  Pelletan  considered  a  hopeless  case*  not  admit** 
ting  of  any  assistance  from  a  surgical  operation.  The  plan  of 
treatment  appears  very  severe*  and  would  probably  be  reluctant- 
ly submitted  to  by  the  class  of  patients  who  are  most  subject  to 
aneurism  of  the  aorta.  Some  of  these  patients  lost  nine  ounces 
of  blood  in  a  morning*  and  six  ounces  in  the  evening*  for  seve^ 
ral  successive  days*  at  the  same  time  they  were,  debarred  from 
taking  any  thing  more  than  diluting  liquids  ^  in  this  respect,,  it 
is  worthjr  of  observation  to  notice  to  wh^t  extent  the  ajffetem 
of  depletion  may  be  canied  with  impunityi  and  even  with  ack- 
vahtage. 

VOL.  vin.  NO.  30.  Q    ^  We 
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We  proceed  but  a  few  pases  in  the  memoir  on  poplitaeal  an- 
eurismy  before  we  find  the  auuior  commencing  an  attack  upoti 
John  Hunter :  the  masterly  suggestion  of  that  eminent  surgeon, 
to  tie  up  the  artery  in  the  thighs  to  avoid  the  diseased  portion  of 
the  artery  near  the  aneurismal  sac»  is  not  regarded  or  understood 
by  M.  Pelletan,  and  he  views  the  applause  so  justly  bestowed  on 
that  proposal  with  a  very  unfavourable  eye.    But,  although  he 
hesiutes  not  to  find  fault  with,  and  to  reject  Hunter's  mode  of 
operating,  his  reproach  is  entirely  unsupported  by  physiological, 
practical^  or  indeed  by  any  other  arguments.    He  contents  him- 
self with  triumphing  in  the  failure  of  two  cases,  erroneously  said 
to  have  been  operated  upon  after  Hunter's  method,  althou^  the 
tumor  in  the  ham  was  most  injudiciously  opened,  and  the 
patients  were  allowed  to  die  from   secondary  haemorrhage^  tn 
consequence  of  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  the  French  sur- 
geons.   Whilst  speaking  of  employing  two  ligatures,  and  divid- 
ing the  sirtery  between  them,  M.  Pelletan  does  condescend  to 
approve  that  mode,-  this  idea,  he  says,  has  been  attributed  to 
some  surgeon  or  other  of  the  present  day,  (k  je  ne  sais  quel  cfair- 
iirgien  de  ces  demters  temps),  but  he  remembers  Tetun  spoke 
positively  on  this  point  forty  years  ago,  and  urged  the  use  of  it. 
Why  then  was  it  not  practised  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  by  M.  Priletan 
and  his  colleagues  ?  The  excuse  for  this  omission  is  poor  and  in- 
consistent— the  author  appears  to  have  learnt  the  advanuges  of 
employing  two  ligatures,  and  dividing  the  vessel  since  he  per- 
formed his  clumsy  operations ;  he  prwably  got  his  information 
from  Maunoir's  neat  little  essay  on  this  very  question. 

The  <  Obiervations  on  tumort  remarkable  fir  their  situation  and 
their  nature^  contain  several  curious  cases ;  the  purport  of  their 
history  is  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  early  extirpation.  On  sy- 
philis, M.  Pelktan  holds  many  heterodoxical  opinions,  and  he  has 
given  some  extraordinary  proofs  of  them :  he  thinks  the  venereal 
virus  may  remain  latent  in  the  constitution  for  twenty  years,  and, 
although  the  parents  be  free  from  secondary  symptoms,  their 
•children  become  affected  in  a  way  which  soon  proves  fatal,  un- 
less preparations  of  mercury  are  administered.  Solution  of  cor- 
rosive sublimate  is  the  remedy  employed  by  our  author  upon  all 
occasions,  he  says  with  invariable  success-— he  gives  it  only  in 
small  doses,  and  only  for  a  short  time.  This  preparation  of 
mercury  is  frequently  administered  at  Paris,  along  with  two  cele- 
brated quack  medicines,  le  strop  de  Cuisimer^Xid  Urobdg  Lafiecteur^ 
which  are  composed  of  a  decoction  of  sarsaparillat  white  rose 
leaves,  and  other  vegetables.  These  extnuwdinary  cases,  sk  they 
•re  termed,  resemble  those  pseudo-syphilitic  diseases  which  are 
not  apparently  known  by  die  surgeons  at  Paris  to  exist,  although 
diey  iMve  been  M>  ably  pointed  out  by  the  suigeons  of  Lmdon. 
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The  first  Tolume  concludes  with  a  memoir  on  forensic  medicine, 
or  medical  jurisprudence,  as  it  is  more  usually  called,  ih  whidi 
the  author  has  delivered  some  good  remarks  upon  several  import- 
ant cases,  which  were  brouj^ht  before  coroners,  juries  and  magis- 
trates. Having  no  time  now  left  for  entering  upon  the  discussion 
of  those  topics,  we  shall  pass  on. 

The  second  volume  contains  the  Professor's  observations  up- 
on particular  aneurisms,  and  he  arrogates  to  himself  the  discovery 
of  a  new  species  of  this  disease,  the  nature  of  which  he  has  en- 
tirely mistaken,  and  has  placed  ^n^cmg  those  affections  of  the 
arteries,  to  which  it  does  not  belong.  TYit  case  is  decidedly  one 
of  Fungus  Hamatodu ;  but  M.  Pelletan  insists  on  its  being  what 
he  is  pleased  to  designate  an  aneurism  by  erosion^  or  the  aneurism  ef 
Pott.  It  does  indeed  resemble  a  case  related  by  Pott  as  one  of 
the  diseases  of  the  limb  requiring  amputation,  but  which  that 
able  writer  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  how  to  name,  (vide  Pott's 
worksy  Vol.  m.)  and  it  is  like  other  cases  described  by  Abemethyt 
Wardrop,  Bums,  and  Hey.  The  knowledge  recently  acquirel 
of  this  disease,  does  not  seem  to  have  cnligntened  the  surgeons 
at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  ei:her  by  reading  or  reflection.  He  first 
case  described  br  our  author,  is  a  tumor  on  the  fore-arm,  which 
was  opened  and  healed  three  successive  times,  and  at  length  the 
limb  was  amputated.  Several  surgeons  attended  this  patient,  and 
disputed  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  without  coming  to  any 
clearer  notion  of  it.  In  the  second  case  (for  two  are  here  rehted 
circumstantially  and  at  great  length),  the  tumor  was  seated  in 
the  thigh  $  it  was  opened,  and  then  extirpated,  and  then  tuber- 
cles and  hemorrhage  sprouted  out,  which  led  this  sagacious  ope- 
rator to  tie  the  femoral  artery  in  three  difierent  places,  at  three 
diiFerent  times,  till  at  last  the  inevitable  consequences  were  in- 
duced, mortification  and  death.  Not  the  slightest  mark  of  dis- 
ease couM  be  detected  in  any  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  limb, 
nor  had  they  any  communication  with  the  cyst  of  the  tumor,  yet 
this  exotic  will  persist  in  calling  it  a  new  aneurism. 

In  the  memoirs  on  ec.fi^mosis,  hamarrhagies^  ph^shlogy^  diseases 
^  tke  ieart,  amputationy  and  hfrnia^  we  find  nothing  new,  no- 
thing to  attract  attention.  In  truth  the  last  of  these  subjeas  has 
been  of  late  years  handled  by  the  first  masters  pf  our  art,  and  our 
treatises  display  a  skilly  and  labour,  and  research,  which  will  long 
be  toiled  araer,  with  vain  emulation,  by  the  panting  professors  of 
the  present  continental  schools  of  surgery^  Be  it  understood,  how- 
€Ter,  that  we  put  in  a  saving  chuse  for  Scarpa's  work  on  Hernia^ 
in  five  numbm  folio,  which  we  have  only  seen  advertised  for 
sale  at  the  pnblishen  of  M  Pelletan's  work,  in  the  Palais  Royal, 
We  shall  endeavour  to  get  it  to  compare  with  our  own  splendid 
foUot. 
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Report  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  PUBLIC  DlSMNSAUr,  (near 
CareyStreet^J  London,  from  Nov.  SOth  181 1»  to  Feb.  29/A  1812. 


jfcuTS  Diseases*. 


Febris    .... 
—  post  partum  ^  . 
Cynanche  tonsillaris 
-  trachealis 


Ko.  of  Gates. 
.     •     18 
.      .      1 
.      .      1 

.     .     .     1 


Catarrhus ^ 

neuritis 2 

Peripneumonia     ....  15 

i                      notfaa     •     .  1 

Penussis 8 

Peritonitis     •      •     •    •      ?  ^ 

Dysenteria     .    ,     •    .     .  18 


Na.ofCniff 

Cholera .2 

Rubeola 2 

Scarlatina 1 

Roseola 2 

Erysipelas 2 

Febris  infantum    .     .    •     •      9 
Hydrocephalus     .      .     •     •  »  2 

Apoplexia 1 

Rheumatismus  acutos     .      •     7 

I'  Arthritis  rhenmarica    ...   4 
Abortio 2 


Cbmkic  Dissjsss 
No.  of  Cases,  r 
Cephalsea l8 


Vertifi 


5 
1 
4 
1 
70 
11 


tieo    ....     . 
Ophthalmia  tarsi    .    •     . 
Cynanche  chron. 
Ptyalismus      .... 
Catarrhus  chronicus 
Haemoptysis    .    •     .    : 

Phthisis ^3 

Asthma S 

Dyspncea  organica     .    .    .     1 

Palpitatto 1 

Dyspepsia 20 

Gastrodynia     .    .    »    •    •     13 

Pyrosis 3 

Hannatemesis    •    •    •    .    •     l 

Icterus •      3 

Hepatalgia .4 

DisHlbQBa 9 


No-ofCiia. 

Enterodynia jl 

T«nia l 

Lumbricus i 

Tumor  abdominis      ...     1 

Marasmus 4 

Nephralfi;ia 2 

Hysteralgia 3 

Menorrhagia 8 

Leucorrhoea 6 

Amenorrhoea  .  :  •  .  6 
Hsemorrhagia  utm      •     •     •    2 

Enuresis. «     1 

Asthenia,  *..••.  12 
Chlorosis  .,*•».••.  l 
Chorea  ...••.•  i 
Timor  hydrophobias    •     •     •     1 

Insania 1 

Paralysis 3 
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No.  of  Cases. 

Hysteria 4 

Rheumat  chron.    .    .    .  .     17 
Hemtcraniarheomat.       •    .     1 

Plearodyne 1 

Xiumbago 1 

Phlegmatia  dolens      •    •    •     2 

Anasarca 1 

Ascites      .    •    •    '•         .    •    2 

Hydrothoiaz 2 

Hydrops  toL  corporis     .     •     3 
■ ,  ovarii       .      .    .     .     1 


No.  of  Cases. 

Scrofula , 4 

Lichen 2 

Prurigo •    •     4 

Psoriasis 4 

Erythema  tuberosum     •  1 

Urticaria     •    •     .     •     .    •     I 
Herpes     .     .     •    •    •     •    •     1 

Rupia •    •     1 

Impetigo     •    .      .    .     •     .     1 

Porrigo       10 

Scabies 14 


The  winter  has  been,  on  the  whole,  mild,  but  variable.  Du- 
ring the  first  three  weeks  of  December,  the  thermometer  was 
sometimes  above  50^,  and  seldom  below  40^,  with  the  wind 
varying  between  NW.  and  SW.  and  frequent  light  rain$.  At 
Christmas  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  which  lay  two  days,  and  it 
continued  frosty  for  a  week.  The  month  of  January  was  gene- 
rally cloudy  and  foggy :  some  snow  fell  on  the  4th  and  5th,  and 
a  heavy  faU  occurred  on  the  7th.  On  the  10th,  so  dense  a  fog 
hung  over  the  metropolis  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  that,  even 
in  the  open  streets  and  squares,  it  was  necessary  to  use  candles. 
Some  clear  mild  days  occurred  about  the  middle  of  this  month, 
which  were  foilowed  by  a  few  days  of  slight  frost.  In  February 
the  rains  have  been  frequent,  and  sometimes  very  heavy,  and  ac- 
companied with  gales  of  wind  from  the  S  W* 

The  list  of  diseases  affords  very  little  occasion  for  remark. 
During  the  whole  of  the  three  months,  the  number  of  catarrhal 
affections  has  been  considerable,  and  nearly  uniform  \  but  no 
other  tribe  of  diseases,  on  which  the  season  of  the  year  had  any 
influence,  has  presented  itself.  There  has  been  no  epidemic ; 
the  contagions  appear  to  have  been  nearly  dormant ;  and  typhoid 
fevers  have  been  equally  rare.  The  febrile  diseases,  included 
under  the  first  article  in  the  list,  have  been  moderate  and  short 
in  their  duration,  and  have  terminated  well;  the  sensorium 
having  seldom  been  observed  to  be  affected,  nor  the  heat  of  the 
skin  to  be  much  augmented.  A  brief  administration  of  diapho- 
retics and  purgatives,  with  an  antiphlogistic  diet,  has  appear- 
ed to  comprise  all  the  requisite  treatment. 

The  two  cases,  set  down  under  the  head  of  Roseola,  were  fe- 
brile diseases,  and  one  of  them  was  of  considerable  severity  and 
duration.  In  both  these  insuoces  the  rash  appeared  on  the  se^ 
cond  day  of  fever,  and  continued  beyond  the  ninth  day,  the  fe- 
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Terthen  declining  with  it.  In  the  more  severe  case«the  rash  Ixyre 
a  considerable  resemblance  to  that  of  rubeola,  consistii^  of  nnoic- 
roas»  sri^all,  slightly  elevated  spots,  of  a  pale  red  colour.  nc»t  acu- 
minated, dovering  the  fact,  extrertiities,  and  Crunk  i  but,  al* 
though  here  and  there  confl;ient,  not  forming  into  crescents,  like 
the  measles,  nor  approaching  to  the  raspberry  hue.  The  patient 
complained  during  the  whole  period  of  great  general  distress,  the 
skin  was  exceedingly  hot,  although  the  perspirations  were  con- 
siderabl^,  and  there  was  even  a  tendency  to  delirium.  On  the 
9th  day  the  erruption  began  to  disappear,  and  the  fever  to  dimi- 
nish ;  out  she  was  left  in  a  state  of  great  debility  and  languor, 
and  recovered  slowly.  Purgatives,  diaphoretics,  and  acids  were 
principally  employed,  but  it  is  probable  that  a  cooler  bed  and 
apartment,  than  the  parents  of  the  girl  chose  to  maintain, 
would  have  materially  alleviated  the  complaint.  The  second 
patient,  a  younger  girl,  only  deven  years  of  age,  exhibited  on 
the  second  day  of  a  moderate  fever,  accompanied  by  sickness, 
a  diflFuse  rose^red  rush  on  the  legs,  of  an  erythematous  form, 
slightly  elevated,  but  of  an  uneven  surface,  the  most  elevat- 
ed parts  being  reddest :  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  days  (the  f»- 
ver,  with  slight  headache  continuing,)  a  similar  rush  a[^>ear- 
cd  on  the  arms;  and  on  the  sixth  day,  when  the  enrption 
on  the  legs  began  to  fade,  a  large  arcular  patch,  of  the 
same  bright  red  rush,  shewed  itself  upon  each  cheek.  Ilese 
patches  were  extremely  vivid,  when  the  patient  was  first  seen  on 
the  seventh  day,  at  which  time  the  eruption  on  the  arms  was  less 
bright,  and  that  on  the  legs  was  much  faded,  the  elevated  parts 
only  remaining  red,  and  giving  a  mottled  appearance  to  the  skin* 
Some  remains  of  the  rush  continued  on  the  face  on  the  elevendi 
day,  when  she  visited  the  Dispensary,  free  from  fever,  and  a 
slight  roughness  from  imperfect  desquamation,  was  found  on 
the  arms,  ^e  had  taken  some  laxative,  before  she  applied  to 
the  charity,  and  was  treated  with  infusum  rosae  and  magnet 
sulphas,  toUowed  by  the  decoction  of  cinchona  and  sulphuric 
acid. 

These  febrile  rushes,  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  variety,* 
are  not  often  either  dangerous  or  severe,  and  chiefly  deserve  to 
be  noticed  with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis  from  the  contagious  erup* 
tive  fevers,  scarlatina  and  measles.    I  lately  attended  a  case,  re- 
sembling 


*  Neither  of  these  cases  accorded  accurately  with  the  species  of  roseola,  de- 
scribed by  Dr  Willan,  as  having  most  frequently  occurred  to  his  ebscnradoi^ 
But  it  uTre  not  easy  to  follow  these  rushes  dirpugh  all  their  variedet.  They 
y ced  With  his  general  definition :  '•  a  rose<oloured  efflorescence,  variously 
^^ure4,  without  wheals  or  papttl«,aiui  not  contagious.''— Ord.  UL  Gcoos  Vt 
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aembling  the  former  of  these  in  appearance,  ahbough  not  in  the 
severity  of  the  concomitant  fever,  which  excited  a  great  alarm  in 
dM  family,  from  the  belief  that  it  was  scarlet^fever  \  a  supposi^ 
tkm  which  was  strengthened  by  the  occurrence  of  a  slight  sore 
throat.  But  a  careful  attention  to  the  form,  distribution,  and 
progress  of  the  eruption,  as  well  as  to  the  concomitant  circum* 
stances,  will  generally  enable  an  observer,  accustomed  to  analyse 
those  appearances,  to  decide  promptly  as  to. their  difference  from 
the  contagious  fevers  just  mentioned.  The  causes  of  them  axe 
by  no  means  easily  traced:  in  the  latter  of  the  two  cases  above 
described,  the  disorder  was  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by 

ek 


having  been  excessively  heated,  by  working  at  a  mangle,  a 
before  the  symptoms  appeared. 

The  case  entered  under  the  title  of  timor  hydrophobias  occur- 
red in  an  elderly  woman,  who  had  been  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a 
dog,  which  she  was  apprehensive  was  rabid.  She  exhibited  a 
most  extraordinary  degree  of  mental  agitation,  and  much  irrita^ 
bilitv  both  of  body  and  mind,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pacify 
by  tne  pretence  of  prescribing  a  certain  preventive ;  but  without 
eilect.  She  returned  to  the  Dispensary,  however,  in  the  course 
of  three  days,  perfectly  free  from  inquietude^  in  consequence  of 
the  wound  having  already  healed,  which,  she  conceived,  was  a 
proof  that  no  poison  had  been  inserted  with  the  dog's  tooth. 

Bedford  Raw,  Feb,  W.  T.  B« 


Among  the  numerous  testimonies  of  national  esteem  and  gra* 
titttde,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  Dr  Jenner  on  account  of 
fais  invaluable  discovery,  the  following,  which  we  think  has  never 
been  laid  before  the  public,  is  not  the  least  interesting.  His 
treatise  on  vaccination  was  delivered  to  the  council  of  me  Five 
Nations,  by  Mr  Claus,  with  the  following  address  $  and,  in  re- 
turn, the  council  presented  him  with  the  letter  which  follows^ 
accompanied  by  the  Wampum  Belt,  the  usual  token  of  friend^ 
ship  with  this  people,  which  are  now  in  Dr  Jenner^s  possession* 
Our  readers  will  probably  not  deem  any  apology  necessary  for 
introducing  these  documents  to  their  notice. 

Speech  of  Willis^m  Qaus,  Esq.  Deputy  Superiqtendent-General 
of  Indian  hShiu^  to  the  Five  Nations,  assembled  in  council  at 
Fort  George  in  Upper  Canada,  8t|i  November  1807. 
Brothers  of  the  Five  Nations,«^Early  in  May  last,  His  ExceU 

lepqr  Ifieutenant  Governor  Gore  topk  every  possible  means  to 

intioduoo 
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iotfoduce  the-vaccine  inoculation  among  your  tribeSi  but  owing 
to  jour  people  being  then  out  on  their  hunt,  it  did  not  take  place, 
.  When  on  public  business  here  about  a  month  after,  I  spoke  to 
you  again,  and  strongly  recommended  to  your  serious  considera- 
tion, the  introducing  among  your  people  this  valuable  discorerj, 
the  want  of  which  you  soon  afterwards  felt  very  severely  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  your  chiefs,  Oughguaghga  John. 

Brothers,— -I  have  now  the  great  satisfaction  to  deliver  you 
a  book  sent  to  you  from  England  by  that  great  man  Dr  Jenner, 
whom  God  enabled  to  discover  so  great  a  blessing  to  mankind ; 
it  expbins  fully  all  the  advantages  derived  from  so  great  a  dis- 
covery. 

I,  therefore,  Brothers,  at  his  request  and  in  his  name,  present 
this  book  to  the  Five  Nations,  as  a  token  of  his  regard  for  you 
and*  your  rising  generation,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  may 
be  preserved  from  that  most  dreadful  pestilence  the  small-pox^ 

A  true  copy.         (Signed)        Wm.  Claus,  D.  S.  G.  I.  A. 


Speech  of  the  Five  Nations  assembled  in  council  at  Fort  George 
,  in  Upper  Canada^  to  Dr  Jenner,  London,  on  the  8di  of  No- 
vember 1807. 

Present.  ^ 

Lieut.  Col.  Proctor,  4l8t  regt.  commanding  the  garrison, 
Wm.  Claus,  Esq.  dept.  superintendent-general,  Indian  affiiirs, 
Lieut.  Saunders,  41st  regt.      Lieut.  Fowler,  41st  regt. 
Ensign  Bullock,        do.  W.  J.  Chew,  storekeeper,  Ind.  dept. 

David  Price,  7  t  *       ^ 

Benjamin  Fairchild,  $  ^^«n>'«*«W- 

Brother,— Our  father  has  delivered  to  us  the  book  you  sent  to 
instriict  us  how  to  use  the  discovery  which  the  Great  Spirit 
niade  to  you,  whereby  the  smallpox,  that  fatal  enemy  of  our 
tribes,  may  be  driven  from  the  earth.  We  have  deposited  your 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  man  of  skill,  whom  our  great  father 
employs  to  attend  us  when  sick  or  wounded. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  teach  our  children  to  speak  the  name  of 
Jenner,  and  to  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  bestowing  upon  him 
so  much  wisdom  and  so  much  benevoirnce. 

'  Wc  send  with  this  a  Belt  and  String  of  Wampum,  in  token  of 
otir  acceptance  of  your  precious  gift ;  and  we  beseech  the  Great 
Spirit  to  take  care  of  you  in  this  world  and  in  the  Land  of  Spi- 
rits. 

10  cbkbf 
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CUefi' Name*. 

Tribes'  Signatures. 

Interpretation  of  the     i 

Names.              |      Nations. 

0ewidlharaDcgea. 

Aigowane. 
Aiineai> 

CuMCOOftHi 

Onindaki, 

Cangheaw, 
Ussweghtagehte, 

Sawcaycwathawy 
E^awgehete^ 

Two  pointed  arrowit      ^ 

>Mdlui«ki. 

Two  waupun  bdtt.     J 

Clear  sky,                       ^ 

(Onondayas. 
Feather  on  his  head*       J 

Moving  a  tree  with  brush  *! 
and  planting  it,           f  Senccas. 

Town  destroyer,             J 

Raven,                          -) 

;.Oneidat. 
Belt  carrier,                   J 

Disterber  of  Sleep,         y 

]    Cayoiigas. 
Fish  carrier,                    J 

Ah  account  of  a  particular  species  of  Ccunttr^Frarture,  by  Pro- 
fessor Thomson. 
At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
Professor  Thomson  gave  an  account  of  a  particular  species  of 
Counter-Fracture,  which  he  had  repeatedly  nad  occasion  to  cb- 
serve  in  the  examination  of  the  crania  of  persons  dying  in  con- 
sequence of  injuries  of  the  head.  This  is  a  variety  of  counter- 
fracture,  which  seems  to  be  more  frequent  in  its  occurrence, 
and  more  determinate  in  its  position  than  any  of  those  hitherto 
described  by  practical  autliors.  It  occurs  in  the  biisis  of  the 
cranium,  and  runs  along  that  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and  of  the 
meatus  audirorius  externus.  In  some  instances,  it  exists  on  one 
side  only  of  the  head,  in  others  it  occurs  in  both,  sometimes 
with,  and  at  other  times  without  a  fracture  of  the  sphenoid  or 
occipital  bones.  The  professor  illustrated  his  account  of  thcS 
species  of  injury  by  the  detailed  history  of  fourteen  ca^es,  with 
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^issectioiis,  taken  partly  irom  his  own  pTactice,  but  chicfl  j  fnnn 
the  Journals  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  foUowmg  are  some  of  the  more  general  results  which  he 
deduced  from  t&  particular  histories  of  the  cases  he  related. 

\sty  '^Iliat  fracture  at  the  basts  of  the  cranium,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly common  occurrence  from  external  violence  applied  to  the 
posterior,  upper,  and  lateral  parts  of  the  head. 

2i/,  That  this  fracture  usually  runs  across  the  basis  of  the 
cranium^  from  temple  to  temple,  in  that  portion  of  the  temponl 
bone»  which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and 
meatus  auditorius  extemus,  where  the  bone  seems  to  be  thinner 
and  weaker  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  basis  of  the  cranhim. 

Si/,  That  this  variety  of  counter-fracture  is  usually  from  the 
first,  accompanied  by  haemorrhage  from  one  or  both  ears,  by  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  stupor,  and  in  general  also  by  a  dimi- 
nished frequency  of  the  pulse. 

4/^  That  the  greatest  number  of  adults  affected  in  this  man- 
ner  by  external  violence,  die  of  the  injury  which  they  have  re- 
ceived} some  after  a  period  of  one^  two,  or  three  days,  and  others 
sot  till  after  a  longer  interval. 

&A,  That  in  three  of  the  cases  of  this  species  of  injury  which 
have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  observer,  a  portion  of  the  brain 
was  discharged  along  with  the  blood  from  the  ear,  soon  after  re* 
teiving  the  injury. 

6/A>  That  in  all  of  the  fourteen  cases  related,  of  death  succeed* 
ing  to  injuries  of  the  head,  followed  immediately  by  bleeding 
from  one  or  both  ears,  the  membrana  tympani  has  been  found 
lacerated,  and  the  bone  covering  the  external  and  interqa}  cavity 
of  the  ear  fractured. 

7/A>  That  the  dura  mater  has  always  be^n  found  separated 
more  or  less  in  the  line  of  this  fracture,  in^some  instances  lacerated} 
and  in  others  blood  extravasated  between  it  and  the  bone. 

8M,  That  those  portions  of  the  middle  lobes  of  the  brain  which 
lie. over  the  usual  course  of  this  fracture,  are  found  to  exhibit 
different  marks  of  injury,  such  as  ecchymosis,  softness  of  tex- 
ture*  loss  of  substance,  and,  in  those  who  survive  the  injury  for 
9  day  or  two,  sometimes  very  evident  marks  of  suppuration. 

&m#  account  aftbt  Gernum  Umverstties. 
The  old}  and  once  celebrated  universities  of  Germany,  are 
tumbling  into  pieces  like  the  political  institutions  of  the  conti* 
nent  of  Europe.  Within  these  last  two  years,  accounts  have 
reached  uSf  of  the  universities  of  Helmstadt,  Altdorf  and  Rinteln 
having  expired,  and  many  others  are  fast  approaching  towards 
the  same  fate.    Qfieswald  and  Erfurt  are  nearly  deserted^  and 
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Halle  teems  likely  to  be  ecKpscd  by  the  splendid  endowments  ci 
the  newly  arranged  university  at  Berlin,    The  king  of  Prussia* 
«  tired  of  war's  alarms^*^  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  revival  - 
of  learning,  and  the  arts  and  sciences»  in  his  capital.    He  has 
given  a  royal  palace,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  spacious  class- 
rooms for  lectures,  and  he  has  established  galleries  for  works  of 
art,  and  museums  of  natural  history.    Professors  and  superintend 
dents  have  been  invited  from  the  neighbouring  universities,  and 
medicine,  like  a  wax  nose,  is  to  be  moulded  and  fashioned  into 
«ome  new  form,  to  attract  the  homage  of  students  to  the  banka 
of  the  Spree.     Reil  has  been  induced  to  quit  Haile  for  an  ap* 
pointment  and  salary  adequate  to  his  merit — he  presides  over 
the  medical  department,  and  was  to  commence  his  lectures  this 
present  winter.     Hufeland,  who  has  been  resident  at  Berlin  for 
several  years,  is  also  to  deliver  lectures  on  some  branch  of  medi- 
cine and  physiology.    Bernstein  is  to  teach  surgcry,nEIermbstaedt 
chemistry,  Willdenow  botany,  and  Rudolph  comparative  anato- 
my and  zoology.    Processor  Weiss,  from  Leipsic,  is  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  mineral  cabinet,  and  to  lecture  on  minera- 
logy.    Gottingen  continues  to  flourish  we  are  told  under  the 
auspices  of  King  Jerome  i  and  Hal/e  is  said  to  have  experienced 
the  patronage  of  his  new  Majesty  and  his  ministers  in  a  very 
distinguished  manner.     This  last  piece  of  intelligence  interests 
us  as  Britons,  watching  over  any  attack  upon  public  liberty,  and 
as  men  of  science,  who  recollect  with  pleasure  their  former  ac- 
quaintance with  the  members  of  that  once  free  and  celebrated 
university.    Halle  has  long  been  distinguished  for  its  eminent 
professors  in  the  departments  of  medicine.    Stahl,  Hoffman,, and 
Gren  contributed  much  to  raise  its  reputation,  which  has  of 
late  years  been  well  supported  by  the  talents  of  Reil,  Loder^ 
Sprengel,  Gilbert  and  others.     We  hope  her  star  will  not  be 
eclipsed,  by  being  forced  into  another  sphere  of  motion.    Whilst 
HaUe  remained  under  the  government  of  Prussia,  she  enjoyed 
all  the  privileges  of  independence,  by  being  left  alone ;  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  professors  were  not  damped  by  ample  salaries^ 
and  the  pursuits  and  opinions  of  the  students  were  not  checked 
by  arbitrary  regulations.    In  1802,  the  total  number  of  students 
at  Halle,  was  estimated  at  694$   in  1805,  the  medical  students 
amounted  to  100,  the  students  of  theology  to  200 ;  but  the  most 
numerous  class  studied  law,  which  comprehended  the  sons  of 
noblemen  and  rich  merchants,  as  well  as  lawyers,  who  were  sent 
there  for  general  education.     There  were  no  medicarsocieties  at 
which  the  young  men  met  at  stated  times,  consequently  not 
much  emulation  or  spirit  of  inquiry  among  them,  thoHgh  every 
new  system  of  philosophy  had  its  advocates  and  partisans.    The 

examinations 
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examinations  for  conferring  degrees,  are  not  limited  to  any  par- 
ticular time  of  the  year  \  each  student  undergoes  his  examination 
for  a  degree  whenever  he  demands  it ;  he  only  submits  to  one 
trial|  which  lasts  two  or  three  hours,  and  is  attended  by  all  the 
medical  faculty.  Four  years  is  the  usual  period  of  study^  before 
any  application  is  made  for  a  degree.  The  candidate  defends  a 
Latin  thesis  publickly,  but  this  is  generally  written  bj  one  of  the 
professors,  and  is  merely /»ro/orm^.  The  session  tor  lectures, 
both  in  winter  and  summer,  is  like  that  adopted  in  our  Scotish 
Universities.  There  was  no  public  hospital  attached  to  the  univer- 
sity  seven  years  ago  ;  the  infirmary  which  belonged  to  the  towiif 
for  the  reception  of  sick  poor,  only  contained  twelve  beds. 
The  clinical  establishment  was  founded  upon  a  nosocomium  am" 
hulatoriumy  a  species  of  dispensary,  where  patients  were  admit- 
ted and  viaited  at  their  own  houses.  Cases  were  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  senior  students,  who  drew  up  the  history  of  the 
disease  and  the  daily  reports^  which  were  submitted  to  the 
clinical  professor,  and  he  superintended  the  treatment^  and  oc- 
casionally visited  the  patient.  In  this  respect,  Berlin  is  better 
qualified  for  a  school  of  medicine  than  Halle,  for  it  has  ai  large 
hospital,  and  good  clinical  wards. 

Loder^s  museum,  and  his  lecture-room,  are  under  the  same 
roof  with  his  dwelling-house.  He  lectures  on  anatomy,  physio- 
logy, and  surgery ;  and  practises  as  physician,  surgeon  ana  ac- 
coucheur. His  anatomical  preparations  are  arranged  in  exqui" 
sitely  neat  order,  in  several  rooms,  according  to  the  structure  of 
hard  and  soft  parts  of  animal  bodies.  Thev  are  very  numerous, 
and  many  of  the  injected  preparations  smgularly  happy  and 
beautiful.  Many  rare  and  important  morbid  preparations}  from 
which  drawings  were  made  for  publication, .  ought  ere  this  time 
to  have  been  made  known  to  pathologists  in  this  country,  if  the 
unfortunate  state  of  public  affairs  had  not  stopped  our  peaceful 
communication  with  Hamburgh  and  Leipsic.  There  is  another 
extensive  collection  of  anatomical  preparations  at  Halle,  which 
was  begun  at  Berlin  by  Meckel  the  first,  and  has  been  increased 
by  the  labours  of  his  son  and  grandson.  It  occupies  three  large 
rooms,  and  is  particularly  rich  in  diseased  specimens,  which  pnv 
bably  the  present  Professor  Meckel  will  describe  in  the  journal 
of  morbid  anatomy,  that  he  announced  two  years  ago. 

Lc^ctures  on  chemistry  and  natural  philo&ophy,  are  given  by 
Gilbert,  the  learned  editor  of  Annalen  de  Physik.  His  laboratory 
i:^  well  furnished  with  chemical  apparatus;  he  has  models  and 
1'  strunents  of  ^11  kinds,  many  of  them  costly,  and  all  of  them 
I  'r!iaswd  and  collected  by  his  own  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
Mu  .  8u  many  years  labour,  that  it  will  not  be  deprived  of  duit 

reward, 


lirli.  Account  of  the  German  Universities.  25S 

reward,  which  is  justly  due  to  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  his 
fayourite  study  of  chemistry^  or  want  that  best  and  most  flatter- 
ing encouragement  which  a  numerous  class  of  pupils  can  give  to 
his  2eal  and  ingenuity. 

The  public  library  is  upon  a  large  scale ;  the  building  is  hand- 
6ome,  situated  on  an  eminence  somewhat  inconveniently  at  one 
end  of  the  town,  with  trees  planted  around  it,  and  a  row  of 
busts  of  celebrated  men  in  front.  It  contains  a  multitude  of 
books,  but  complaints  were  made  by  the  curators,  of  the  difficul- 
ty in  procuring  English  scientific  works,  they  are  so  dear,  and  so 
rarely  exported,  and  no  less  difficulty  attends  the  getting  books 
from  Italy ;  but,  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  the  professors  are 
acquainted,  through  the  means  of  their  reviews  and  periodical 
works,  with  every  book  that  is  published  in  the  different  nations 
of  the  world. 

The  botanical  garden  is  a  small  one,  but  it  is  scientifically 
laid  out  by  Sprengel,  who  lectures  with  great  applause  on  hotz* 
xiy.  In  our  frequent  visits  to  the  professors,  whose  politeness  *" 
and  attention  could  not  be  exceeded,  we  frequently  heard  the 
praises  of  our  country,  not  vaguely,  but  discriminately  marked. 
The  discovery  of  vaccination  was  more  than  once  mentioned  as 
the  most  glorious  work  of  any  age,  and  they  could  not  help  en« 
vying  England,  the  honour  of  haying  Jenner  for  her  son  and 
subject. 

Perhaps  there  have  been  too  many  universities  in  Germany, 
and  it  may  be  serviceable  to  collect  and  concentrate  the  talent  of 
the  difierent  states ;  but  we  fear  the  scourge  of  war  will  destroy 
many  of  the  good  with  the  bad,  and  though  the  privileged  uni- 
versities may  be  better  supplied,  being  fewer  in  number,  with 
the  means  of  affording  a  scientific  education,  yet  the  destruction 
of  so  many  seminaries,  where  the  lectures,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  Hying,  were  cheap,  may  cut  off"  many  routineers  from  the 
practice  of  medicine,  whose  situation  in  society  is  very  impor- 
tant, and  whose  condition  has  been  in  Germany  of  late  years  so 
much  improved. 

February  13/A  1812. 

Observations  on  the  Connexion  between  Imperfection  in   the  several 

Functions  in  one  Sex,  with  certain  Approximation  in  form  to  the 

other,  i 

There  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  female  of  the  human  species, 

wluch  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  particularly  noticed,  viz. 

that  some  women  having  more  hair  upon  their  faces  than  others 

(approaching  to  the  beard  in  men),  never  bear  children  \ — ^the 

cause  of  which)  I  aball^  ia  the  following  paper,  endeavour  to  shew. 

Son* 
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Same  animals  are  distingaished  into  male  and  female,  bj 
having  the  parts  destined  for  the  purpose  of  generation  different 
in  the  same  species.  But,  besides  these,  there  are  odier  distin- 
guishing marks,  between  the  male  and  female,  of  many  animals. 
In  the  male,  the  strength  is  generally  greater,  the  make  of  the 
body  commonly  larger,  and  they  are  oftener  furnished  with  pans 
for  fighting  with*  Although  this  last  distinguishing  mark  some- 
times takes  places  in  the  female,  yet  when  both  male  and  female 
are  supplied  with  parts  for  defence,  these  are  either  stronger  in 
the  male,  or  are  attached  to  parts  endowed  with  more  strengdu 
In  the  human  species,  although  the  male  be  furnished  with  no 
part  for  defence,  different  from  the  female,  yet  there  are  other 
distinguishing  marks,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  such  as 
the  beard,  &c. 

Other  animals  (hermaphrodites)  have  all  the  parts  (^generation 
WMted  in  the  same  animal.  This  takes  place  in  the  more  im- 
perfect aninuls* 

In  the  more  perfect  animals,  however,  viz.  those  which  have 
die  parts  of  generation  different  in  the  same  species,  something 
similar  to  this  sometimes  happens,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  it 
being  not  a  complete  union  of  the  male  and  female  organs,  bat 
some  malconformation  of  these  parts,  either  in  the  male  or.  fe- 
male sex.  They  also  approach,  in  external  appearance,  that  of 
the  opposite  sex.  These  are  called  unnatural  hermaphrodites, 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  former,  which  are  called  natural, 
and  they  are  remarked  never  to  bear  young.  Although  this  seldom 
happens  in  the  human  species,  yet,  owing  to  particular  ciicum* 
stances,  the  male  or  female  may  partake  more  or  less  of  the 
nature  of  the  other  sex,  and  approach,  though  not  in  the  parts  of 
generation,  yet  in  external  appearance  and  other  qualities,  to 
the  unnatural  hermaphrodite.  Thus  those  males  who  have  been 
deprived  of  the  testicles,  approach  more  or  less  in  appearance 
and  other  qualities  to  the  female,  their  voices  become  weak, 
they  have  no  beard,  &c.  The  female,  also,  whose  ovarium  was 
extirpated  by  Mr  Pott,  approached  more  nearly  to  the  male,  her 
breasts  sunk,  her  Toic^*  became  strong,  and  she  became  more 
muscular*.  Women  also,  after  they  cease  to  bear  children, 
have  often  the  face  more  or  less  covered  with  hair. 

This  peculiarity  then  in  the  female  sex,  I  conceive,  resembles 
those  just  mentioned,  and  may  be  an  approach,  though  a  very 
alight  approach,  to  the  unnatural  hermaphrodite ;  and,  as  it  has 

been 

*  Mr  Pott  does  aot  mentioo,  whether  or  not  there  wai  any  approadi  to  the 
beard* 
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been  remarked,  that  unnatural  hermaphrodites  never  bear  young» 
may  not  this  be  the  reason,  why  women,  having  this  peculiarity, 
never  bear  children. 

We  copy  the  following  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  most  promising  characters  in  the  profession,  from  Wheeler*s 
Manchester  Chronicle, 

On  Tuesday,  the  Sd  instant,  died  at  the  house  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Lawrence  Peel,  Esq.  of  Ardwick,  Mr  Benjamin  Gibson, 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary.  Though  cot 
off  at  an  early  period  of  life,  yet  he  had  long  enjoyed  such  a 
share  of  the  public  confidence,  as  is  seldom  bestowed,  except  on 

£  eater  length  of  days  and  more  matured  experience.  By  nature 
was  liberally  endowed  with  gifts,  that  peculiarly  fitted  him  for 
a  profession,  in  which  excellence  can  only  result  from  the  union 
of  great  delicacy  of  the  bodily  senses  witn  strength  and  sagacity 
of  intellect.  These  endowments  he  had  improved,  by  an  ardent 
iaod  persevering  study  of  the  branches  of  science  more  immedia- 
tely connected  with  his  vocation  $  and  he  united  to  them  a  gen- 
tleness and  urbanity  of  manner,  arising  from  the  most  humane 
feelmgs,  which,  while  they  led  to  all  due  sympathy  with  his  suf- 
fering patients,  never  interfered  with  the  steady  execution  of  his 
professional  resolves.  But  it  was  not  only  by  the  successful 
practice  of  what  he  had  learned  from  others,  that  Mr  Gibson  was 
distinguished.  Influenced  by  an  honourable  ambition,  he  aimed 
at  the  higher  object  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  his  profession,, 
and  of  rendering  it,  in  some  diseases,  a  more  perfect  instrument 
of  relief.  The  discoveries,  which  his  talents  enabled  him  to 
make,  he  freely  communicated }  for  no  man  ever  more  cordially 
despised  empirical  conduct,  whether  manifested  by  the  ostenta- 
tious display  of  knowledge,  or  by  its  illiberal  concealment. 
Consistently  with  this  part  of  his  character,  he  employed  himself, 
at  a  period  of  his  lingering  illness  when  the  vigour  of  his  mind 
still  survived  the  wreck  of  nis  bodily  strength,  in  bequeathing  to 
the  world  his  improvements  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  in  the  cure  of  which  he  had  been  singularly  for* 
tunate.  Tlie  work,  united  to  his  general  eminence  as  a  surgeon, 
has  procured  him  much  more  than  a  local  reputation ;  and  will 
deliver  his  name  to  posterity  as  the  improver  of  an  art,  which, 
whik  living,  he  adorned  by  his  high  attaiments }  by  enlarged 
views  of  its  objects  and  dignity  ;  and  by  the  benevolent  extension 
of  its  relief,  with  an  equal  hand^  to  the  poor  and  to  the  affluent. 

W.H. 
The 
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The  following  document,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe 
managers  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  in  regard  to  Mr  Sim- 
mons, was  omitted  in  our  last. 

Sir,  Infirmary f  Nov.  lOtA  1811. 

At  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  I  am  desired  by  Dr  Fer- 
riar,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  for  Friday,  November  22, 
at  12  o'clock,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
hst  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Joomal,  pur- 
porting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but  which  Mr  Simmons 
declares  is  a  forgery.— I  am, 

Tottv  humble  servant, 

F.  W.  HaNTtET. 


ERRATA. 
Nok XXIX.  p.  28.  L  \5.fir  chalybeate  read  dudybeates 
p.  29. 1.  IS.  for  sumeoda  read  sumendus 
p.  29.  1.  30.  fir  §vj.  read  3vj. 
p.  SI.  1.  22.  fir  Impen.  read  Impon. 
p.  SI.  L  24.  /or  not  read  no 


Commanications  have  been  received  from  Mr  EdmoNDSTOH  of  'Newcisde, 
and  Mr  Jack  ;  which,  with  the  Reviews  of  •everal  important  pubticatlom, 
have  been  unavoidably  postponed  to  our  next. 

*^*  Communications  may  be  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care  of  Me»« 
Constable  &  Co^  Edinburgh ;  Messrs  Longman,  Hurst,  Rkes,  OaMft 
JcBaowNy  London ;  and  GiLBEaT  &  Hodges,  Dublin. 
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PART  I. 

ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


OhsiTvaihtu  on  the  Opinions  ef  Mr  Wtlson  and  Dr  jUami,  rupict* 
ing  the  emstenee  ef  the  Venereal  Disease  in  the  Island  of  Otdhdie. 
By  HxiTRT  Edmonstoms,  Surgeooy  Newcaide. 

THB  opinions  of  an  individaal,  howler  new,  planeiblct  or  in* 
geniotts  they  may  be,  cannot  be  contideted  of  much  impor* 
tance  in  a  general  point  of  view,  as  long  as  they  continue  to 
make  no  perceptible  impression  on  the  public  mind.  But  when 
we  find,  them  adopted  by  those  whose  example  may  be  supposed 
to  haTe  a  powerful  and  extensive  influence  over  the  minds  of 
others,  and  more  especially  when  it  is  attempted,  as  it  were,  to 
ingraft  them  on  a  work  of  the  first  celebrity,  it  becomes  neces* 
sary  to  iuTesti^te  their  merits  and  to  endearour  to  ascertain  what 
•dome  of  credibility  ought  to  attach  to  them. 

On  pausing  the  last  edition  of  Hunter's  Treatise  on  the  Ve- 
nereal Disease,  which  fell  into  mv  hands  only  a  very  short  time 
ago,  I  was  particularly  struck  witnan  opinion  which  Dr  Adams^ 
the  editor  ef  that  work,  has  expressed  m  one  of  his  comments^* 
Ties,  namely,  that  <<  the  venereal  disease  is  unknown  in  Otaheite  * 
It  seems  tluit,  so  far  back  as  the  year  ISOOi  he  had  begun  to  en- 

Tou  Tui.  MO.  SI.  H  tertai 
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tertain  doubts  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  on  reading  the  history  of  the  voyage  of  M.  de  La  Pe« 
rouse  *•  These  doubts  were  corroborated  on  examining  the 
accounts  of  Captain  Cook's  voyagesy  and  were  finally  confirmed, 
in  consequence  of  some  observations  which  appeared  on  the 
subject  in  the  Edfiuhtfxgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for 
July  1806,  by  Mr  Wilson,  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise. 

This  gentlemafi  informs  us^  that  he  arrived  at  Otahette  from 
Pbrt  Jackson,  in  JuYie  1801,  and  so  completely  was  he  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  that  he  should  meet  with  the  venereal  disease 
in  all  its  forms,  that  the  only  anxiety  he  felt  arose  %cm  his  wish 
to  mitigate,  as  much  as  possible,  its  effects  on  the  ship's  crew. 

He  was  therefore  not  a  little  surprised,  when,  after  remain- 

^  ing  t\ro  mmtha  at  the  isUnd^  not  aa  instance  of  lues  venerea 

had  occurred,  nor  had  more  than  three  cases   of   gonorrhoea 

been  contracted,  although  the  intercourse  with  the  females  was 

unrestrained. 

Circumstances  so  extraordinary,  and  so  very  difierent  from 
what  he  had  expected,  naturally  excited  his  curiosity,  and  the 
conclusion  which  his  inquiries  respecting  them  led  him  to  form 
was,  <<  that  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we  read  of  the  ravages 
of  lues  venerea  at  Otaheite,  and  even  disputations  about  its  first 
importers,  this  disease  was  not  introduced  there  antecedent  to 
the  Porpoise's  voyages  f .  To  this  conclusion  Dr  Adams  not  only 
fully  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own, 

ei^xprfssea  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
«eU  to  xeasqn  "  on  data  sp  ill  established  as  the  South  Sea 
disease.'' 

As  it  appea!i^  to  me  that  the  validity  of  medical  evidence  in 
general,  and  in  this  instance  in  particular,  would  be  rendered 
:very  queationaUe,  if  an  opinion  so  contrary  to  that  which  had 
hitherto  naiversaUy  prevuied,  were  to  be  received  as  die  true 
one»  I  vras  at  some  paios  to  exsunine  tlie  subject,  and  lor  this 
purpose  consulted  the  diffieffent  works  connected  with  the  Ustii^ 
«y  of  the  venereal  disease  in  these  remote  islands,  and  in  a  par* 
ticnlar  masin^  the  narrative  of  Mr  Wilson,  which  had  wnM^ 
•iich  foil  convictbn  on  the  mind  of  Dr  Adams. 
'  The  resuU  of  my  researches  suggested  the  feUowingreaaiks, 
4rilli  which.  I  take  tae  liberty  of  troubling  your  readers.    With 

the 


*    ^  I  aayrenarky  that  the  diieaitftdtKribedbvM.de  la  Plvoose  are  diote  of 
Ike  Ssadwidi  I»tend%  andcontequtatlydonot /atftobetakflBStdttaf  iathii 
place. 
X  Medical  and  Sui|^ical  Journal,  No.  VII.  p.  less. 
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Ae  view  of  af mding  unneccsiaiy  repetition,  md  of  rendering 
Aywlf  more  easily  inctlligible,  I  shall  follow,  at  nearly  at  pos^ 
aiblct  the  order  in  which  Mr  Wilson's  obsenratiotis  are  detail- 
ed in  the  nmnbers  already  alluded  to  of  the  Journals  and  to 
which  therefore  I  beg  lea>#  to  refen 

Mr  Wilson  enters  upon  the  discussion  by  giTlnr  two  eatracta 
from  Cook's  £rst  and  second  voyages.  The  length  of  these  quo* 
Cations,  however,  is  so  considerable  as  to  prevent  their  being  tn« 
froduced  here  with  propriety.  He  then  proceeds :  <>  We  are  here 
onlf  told  by  Captain  Cook,  in  ?ery  general  terms*  that  the  rvnt* 
real  disease  affected  his  ship's  company,  bur  unfoTt|pately  the 
symptoms  at«  nowhere  described.  The  marks  of  the  diseaso 
which  were  observed  on  the  bodies  of  the  natives  are  by  no 
means  oooclusive,  and  their  accounts  of  it  do  not  correspond 
with  the  symjKoms  of  lues  venerea  which  usually  occur  with 
us."  Again,  **  The  unequivocal  symptoms  of  chancres  and  bn« 
boea  about  the  pudenda  do  not  appear  to  have  been  remarked." 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  no  enumeration  of  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  anywhere  appears  in  the  accounts  of  the  different 
▼oyages.  It  is  stated  by  Captain  Cook,  on  the  authority  of  his 
aurgconSi  that  the  venereal  disease  existed  in  the  island  of  Ota^^ 
heite»  without  his  once  imagining  that  such  a  statement  could 
require  to  be  substantiated  by  a  minute  detail  of  symptoms  thai 
were  familiarly  understood.  So  perfectly  were  tne  gentltmeA 
who  fumi^ed  him  with  this  information  satisfied  of  the  troth 
«f  the  fact,  that  they  communicated  it  to  the  world  without  an^ 
comment.  The  omission*  on  their  part,  therefore.  So  far  fipom 
tending  to  diminish  the  authenticity  of  wliat  they  had  asserted, 
iirouhl  appear  to  afibrd  the  strongest  internal  evidence  in  its  fa* 
vour  I  for,  in  common  justice  to  them,  it  must  be  presumed^ 
chat  had  any  symptom  capable  of  Skciting  suspicion  in'  their 
minds  been  observedi  tl^ey  would  not  have  passed  it  over  witl^ 
out  notice.  Their  silence,  therefore,  renders  it  sufficiently  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  venereal  disease  and  no  other  that  they  met 
with.  Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  retonting  from  a 
distant  country,  to  relate  thst  he  had  seen  many  of  the  iiriiab»- 
tants  labouring  under  small-pox,  measles,  hooping-cough,  or  any 
other  well  known  disease^  ifo  person,  I  apprehend,  would  be  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  truth  of  his  relation,  merely  because  he  had 
faUed  to  describe  the  eharacteristic  symptoms  of  these  di»* 
eases.  8ttU  less  cause  is  there  for  scepticism,  where  those  who 
lay  clmm  to  our  confidence  are  ktiown  to  have  been  persons  of 
skiH  and  v^acity,  selected  for  the  express  purpose  of  soperit»- 
lending  the  medical  department  of  the  different  voyages. 

But  independent  of  the  inadmissibility!  on  genenJ  grounds,  of 
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tiiis  species  of  reasontngi  its  rejecdoo  in  the  pretext  case  ] 
a  matter  of  absolute  necessity,  at  least  in  so  far  as  Mr  Wilsan  it' 
concerned.  For,  if  a  judgment  similar  to  that  which  he  has 
passed  on  the  conduct  of  his  professional  predecessors,  be  retort* 
ed  iq)on  himself,  the  accounts  which  he  published  of  some  other 
diseases  of  the  Otaheitans,  will  not  be  found  entitled  to  a  mo- 
ment's attention.  He  says  dbat  fevers,  dysentery^  iheumatism, 
phthisis,  elephantiasis*  and  some  others,  are  prevalent  in  the 
isbnd,  but  in  no  instance  has  he  deuiled  a  single  chatacteristic 
symptom  of  those  afiectiona.  No  persont  however,  thinks  of 
discreditinmhis  statements,  nor  indeed  would  he  have  cause  to 
consider  himself  treated  with  much  respect,  if  the  public  were  to 
refuse  its  assent  to  what  he  has  advanced,  simply  on  account  of 
his  having  neglected  to  mention  appearances,  wiui  which*  I  sup- 
pose, he  took  it  for  granted  that  aU  his  readers  were  intimately 
acquainted.  Tet  for  no  better  reason  does  he  withhoU  his  belief 
in  the  declarations  of  perscms  equally  deserving  of  credit  with 
himself. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  notice  also,  that  in  the  very  eentaice  in 
which  Mr  Wilson  so  flredy  censures  those  who  had  gone  befove 
him  for  not  remarking  the  unequivocal  synq>toms  of  chancre  and 
bubo,  he  says  that,  <*  as  far  as  his  observation  went,  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  an  examination  of  the .  parts  was  generally  found  to 
be  impracticable."  If  this  was  so  difficult  at  £e  period  when  he 
visited  these  islanders,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  it  could 
have  been  more  easily  effected  immediately  ontheir  first  acquaint- 
ance with  Europeans. 

Mr  "Wilson  next  alleges,  that  <*  Captain  Cook's  observing  none 
in  whom  the  disease  had  made  great  progress,  was  certaniiy  a 
tontradiction  to  their  assertions."  For  my  part,  so  fisr  £pom  per- 
ceiving the  necessity  of  this  conclusion,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that,  without  any  perveruon  of  its  meaning,  the  sentence  will 
bear  an  interpretation  thevery  reverse. 

Captain  Cook's  having  seen  none  in  whom  the  disease  had 
.made  gteai  progress,  obviously  implies  that  he  must  have  seen 
others  on  wbotn  it  had  made  jomi  progress^  else  whence  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  distinction  ? 

The  very  name  which  the  natives  assigned  to  the  disease,  a 
Jname  ^  synonymous  with  the  word  rottemms  in  our  language,  or 
something  still  more  forcible,"  constitutes  a  strong  presumptioa 
on  this  point,  as  it  is  impossible  that  gonorrhoea  could  have  given 
rise  to  such  an  idea  in  their  minds.  Besides,  <<  the  sick  being 
abandoned  by  their  nearest  relations,  and  left  to  die,"  and  their 
being  «  left  to  perish  alone  in  such  misery  as  tUl  then  had  never 
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km  knoumto  Hiem^,^  are  aneqvdvocal  indications  that  some- 
dmig  mott  disn  gonorrhcea  most  have  been  obsenred,  and  that 
aome  well  marked  external  ajmptom  mqst  hare  manifested 
stsdf* 

Mr  Wilson  coottnues:  <<  Mr  Anderson,  who  was  surgeon  xii 
the  Resolndofiy  in  Cook's  third  voyage,  speaks  in  still  more 
poutive  terms  of  the  frequency  of  lues  venerea  at  Otaheite,  as 
appears  from  the  foUowing  extract."  After  quoting  the  passage, 
the  le^;th  of  which  precludes  its  insertion  in  this  place,  he  goes 
on,  *^  Alt  as  this  ingenious  gentleman  (Mr  Anderson)  has  neither 
infiBrmed  us  of  the  symptoms  which  appeared  among  the  ship's 
company,  nor  descriM  in  what  manner  the  disease  shewed  itself 
on  shore,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  he  adopted  the  opinion 
c^hia  captain,  and  confounded  the  most  common  disease,  viv. 
acfofnla  widi  lues  venerea."  Without  insisting  farther  on  the 
sasttfiiciency  of  Mr  Wilson's  objection  on  the  score  of  neglect  in 
Captain  Cook's  surgeons,  the  inference  here  attempted  to  be 
drawn,  is,  I  am  afraid,  neither  candid  towards  Mr  Anderson,  nor 
is  it  conformable  to  what  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  was  the 
fact*  Hie  narrative  of  all  the  v6yages  certainly  appears  in  the 
xiame  of  Captain  Cook,  but  from  the  explanation  given  by 
.Hawk^worth,  in  his  introduction  to  the  first  voyage,  with  regard 
to  the  information  furnished  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  others,  and 
also  from  what  actually  occurs  in  the  history  of  the  subsequent 
Yoyaces,  it  is  evident  that  the  chiefs  of  the  several  departments 
anppfiad  the  details  of  the  respective  subjects  committed  to  thehr 
charge.  In  the  third  voyage,  in  particular.  Captain  Cook  repeat- 
cdly  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Mr  Anderson  for  the  valis- 
aUa  observations  which  he  communicated,  and  which  on  many 
oecasions  extended  to  other  subjects  than  those  purely  medical. 
J  aaentioa  these  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
■^extreme  impiobabilify  of  Mr  A.  receiving  any  of  his  notions 
xespecting  diseases  from  his  captain. 

It  ia  fully  as  reasonable  to  suppose  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Dr  So* 
Jander^  or  Mr  Forster,  to  have  been  entirely  guided  b^  C*aptain 
Cook's  opinion  in  their  decision  of  any  particular  point  m  natural 
Usiory  or  botany.  But  even  granting  that  Mr  Anderson  did,  in 
.the  instance  alkided  (o,  adopt  the  ideas  of  his  captain,  it  must  at 
the  same  time  be  admitte^l,  that  Captain  Cook  had  originally 
.idnned  hia  opinion  an  the  subject  on  the  reports  of  Mr  Monk- 
Imiae  and  Mr  Patten,  the  surgeons  of  the  Endeavour  and  Re^ 
aokition  in  tlie  first  and  second  voyages,  supported,  as  these  had 

been, 


Vide  Cook's  Vop^ 


$99  MrUmot^ti0»*$OhmfMim  #*  th^  Vmmml  Oimu.  lidf 


Went  by  the  t^imopy  of  BoiigstiiTiUe's  SQl);iiOQi.  Thit  \ 
grati^men  dH>ttI4  h>ve  ciitirely  mi«ltken  «  diiCMt  ■  vith  every 
•ymptom  of  which  I;he7  couU  aot  but  be  petfectljr  ftaiiliar^  is  « 
supposition  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it»  is  extremely  impror 

That  at  the  time  these  wyagee  were  made,  the  beHef  in  the 
identity  pf  chancre  and  gonorrhoea  prevailed  very  genetally^  wj 
eonscrq«ent]y  that  practitioners  were  not  bkely  to  make  asf  diar 
tinctiop  between  them,  is  of  little  avail  to  the  aifumeati  for  the 
question  itiU  recurs,— why  mention  the  ravages  of  gonnodMea 
when  they  must  have  known  that  it  almost  unhMmUy  enred 
Itself,  and  what  oonld  give  rise  to  the  custom  of  settioe  the  4i^ 
eased  apart  to  die»  ifi  aa  Mr  Wilson  beUevee»  gonormea  pe^ 
(Misted  there, '« and  will  always  be  found  where  man  ia  foaad?^ 
.  Mr  Wihon  lays  much  stress  on  the  improbability  o(  the  renc^ 
feai  disease  being  eradicated,  after  having  e^eeboen  an  commm^ 
<<  even''  «aya  he  "  if  the  inhabitanta  were  in  posaesaioO'  of  a  spe- 
cific remedy»  of  which  I  am  wdil  aaauf ed  they  are  not/' 

That  they  were  in  possession  of  na  antidote  of  powevs  ofsal  te 
those  of  mercury  is  certain,  b(H  that  they  weve  d»itkiite  of  every 
pieaj^  capable  of  exerting  a  partial  influence  over  the  dieondcr  is 
not  so  apparent,  Waving»  however,  all  contest  on  jthie  peml, 
and  admitting  that  the  natives  of  Otaheite  never  knev  eiF  any 
specific  far  lues  venerea,  the  exterminatioQ  of  the  diaeeir  wonU 
not  seem  on  that  account  alone  to  be  impracticable.  The  terror 
which  its  first  introduction  excited  in  the  inlKdiilants,  ami  she 
ays^em  of  seclusion  and  abandonment  to  which  they  had  tmano- 
.4^te  recourse,  ^  Wat,"  aa  Captain  Cook  obatrves, «« fkm  olamiry 
should  spread,  by  contagiofi,''  are  circumstaneea  that  render  it  by 
.ino  means  difficult  to  comprehend  the  possibility  of  aettsog  Umics 
te  its  propagation^  if  not  of  extingtushing  the  mabdy  akegsefes. 

A  plan  of  this  kind,  if  duly  acted  upon  in  such  a  aitoatimi  ai 
Otaheite,  an  island  of  very  limited  extent*  and  where  eonoealmem 
Vir^s  not  easily  practised^  vipoidd  in  a  shoet  thne  be  prodneftiVB  of 
t}i9  i90st  beneficial  conaequMcea  in  this  reapcot.  AU/voy^gcis 
bear  wilnew  ta  the  untinented  power  of  the  dbiofa  hi  the  Sooth 
8^a  IsUndtei  and  eapeci^dJy  to  the  rigid  manner  in  whkh  the  iAo 
48  enf0reed»  and  the  impossibility  of  infrioging  im  knra.  TUs, 
which  is  the  most  perfect  system  Qf*qnaia«tine  ot  emfanrgov  ef 
wliich  perl^ps  there  is  any  instance*  is  made  M  opciaee  witk 
4qval  celerity  and  efi^t  on  any  numbev  of  people^  aad  tm  mf 
diAtance,  from  that  of  a  few  yaade  m  a  wMe  diaivfet  or  kfadL. 
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fttiktf  even  beuiged,  with  some  degree  of  confidetice^  that  thd 
yntj  absence  of  a  remedy^  and  the  consequently  hopeless  nature 
ef  the  disease,  would  form  the  sttonjfest  reason  for  compelling 
Ae  infected  to  withdraw  fitnn  the  healthy,  and  for  inducmg  the 
latter  to  abstain  from  every  species  of  intercourse  by  which  the 
disease  miffht  be  imparted.  Nay,  it  is  probably  not  Kazarding  tod 
much  to  allege,  that  were  circumstances  of  a  similar  description 
to  occur  in  ^ropean  countries,  where  detection  is  so  much  mor^ 
difficult,  the  extii^ation  of  lues  venerea  would  infallibly  take  place, 
fhouffh  a  considerable  period  must  necessarily  elapse  before  it 
could  be  efiected.  It  is  the  assurance  amongst  us  of  possessing 
the  means  of  cure  that  takes  away  much  of  the  dread  of  exposurer 
to  infection.  Let  it  once  be  understood  that  the  disease  is  irre- 
mediable, and  the  causes  which  tend  to  perpetuate  its  ravages 
would  soon  cease  to  operate.  It  should  be  kept  in  view,  also, 
that  in  these  distant  islands  there  did  not  exist,  except  during  the 
visits  of  Europeans,  the  incitements  to  sexual  intercourse  on  the 
part  of  the  diseased,  which,  in  more  civilized  regions,  arise  from 
motives  of  interest  or  imperious  necessity,  and  which  have  so 
direct  and  powerful  a  tendency  to  keep  alive  the  infection.  It* 
appearg^from  the  account  of  Lieutenant  "Watts,  which  appears  iti 
the  history  of  governor  Philips*  voyage  to  New  South  Wales  Irf' 
1788,  that  the  island  of  Otaheite  had  not  been  visited  by  any 
Zotopean  for  nearly  ten  years,  a  period  fuUy  capable  of  occasion- 
ing a  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  diseased  ; 
the  principal  source  of  infection  being  entirely  cut  off,  and  sup-' 
posinff  the  precautionary  measures  to  have  been  duly  persevered 
in.  It  is  even  possible  to  trace  the  happy  effects  which  the  sys- 
tem of  internal  quarantine  had  produced  in  the  short  space  of  ' 
time  that  intervened  between  the  introduction  of  the  disease  by' 
Bougainville^s  people,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Endeavour,  and  still 
snore  remarkably  during  the  interval  between  Cook's  first  and 
second  voyage. 

As  a  farther  proof,  if  indeed  any  were  wanting,  of  what  such' 
3  practice  can  accomplish,  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  what 
Mr  Wilson  himself  1)as  written.    Upon  no  other  principle  can' 
the  unfrequency  of  gonorrhcea,  during  the  first  visit  of  the  Pof-  ' 
poise,  be  explained.    For  without  some  some  regulation  of  this 
kind  having  been  extended  even  to  that  comparatively  trifling'* 
compIatnt,there  is  no  adequate  cause  to  accountf  for  the  raten^sS^ 
of  tfe  disease,  where  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes  Was  unllmKed/ 
Qathe  contiaiy,  the  disease  under  such  circumstances  Oiight'tb' 
have  increased.    We  find  also,  that  when  a  fresh  importation  Of 
infectious  matter  took  place^  or  when  the  temptations  to  promis- 
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C1I0U8  Tcnery  were  preteot  in  greater  £oicc»  tbe  disordet  in 
dxatelj  spread  itself. 

The  fact,  therefore,  of  the  non-existence  of  the  disease  in  the 
tsbnd  of  Otaheite,  even  if  it  were  incontroTertibly  esublished, 
is  far  from  amounting  to  a  demonstration  that  the  disease  had  not 
existed  there  at  some  former  period. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr  Wilson^  who  has  not  been 
orer  indulgent  toward^  his  predecessors,  should  not  have  made 
amends  for  their  neglect,  by  pointing  out  some  of  the  discriminat- 
ing characters  of  those  ulcers  and  tumours  which  he  is  so  decid* 
edly  of  opinion  were  mistaken  far  lues  venerea.  The  want  o£ 
sucn  information  is  the  more  sensibly  felt»  on  account  of  a  faa 
noticed  by  the  missionaries,  whose  testimony,  though  not  the 
most  satisfactory  on  a  subject  of  this  nature,  must  be  regarded  as 
wholly  unprejudiced.  They  describe,  in  their  history,  Uie  extra- 
ordinarv  efllecta  which  mercury  produced  on  the  ulcers  with  which 
the  natives  were  afflicted,  efiects  so  salutary  as  to  be  obvious  to 
tbe  rude  perceprions  of  the  sufferers  themselves.  Although  it 
niay  have  the  appearance  of  undervaluing  the  reader's  powers  of 
discrimination,  I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  opportunity  of 
directing  his  attention  to  the  incompatibility  of  such  changes 
with  the  notion  of  any  scrofulous  taint  in  those  sores. 

Another  cause  of  the  ambiguity  in  which  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject is  involved,  hiay  be  found  in  the  following  admission  which 
mr  Wilson  has  made  in  one  part  of  his  communication.  He 
says,  page  281,  *^  I  presume  no  fact  can  be  better  established,  than 
tiiat  the  venereal  disease  did  not  ilxist,  at  least  in  a  mode  c^^abk  ^ 
cwnmunkating  the  injection  in  tbe  usual  manner^  at  the  time  of  the 
Porpoise's  visits.**  From  this  concession  one  is  almost  inclined 
to  suppose  that  Mr  Wilson  had  abandoned  one  of  the  leading  ar- 

Enents  in  support  of  his  opinion  of  the  previous  exemption  of 
island  from  the  disease.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it  cer- 
tainly has  the  efiect  of  throwing  considerable  obscurity  over  most 
of  his  reasoning,  and  at  all  events  of  rendering  it  very  inconclusive. 

From  these,  and  various  other  considerations  mat  might  be 
urged,  but  which  I  shall  not  at  present  trespass  farther  on  the 
readers  leisure  by  bringing  forward,  I  think  we  have  satisfac- 
tory grounds  for  concluding^  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and  so  pertinaciously  insist- 
ed on  bj  Dr  Adams,  is  not  of  that  unexceptionable  nature,  which 
ahottld  mduce  us  to  disbelieve  ail  that  has  been  previously  written 
Ott  the  subject. 

Newcastle^  March  1812. 
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Can  of  Urinary  Calcuhis.    By  ALSZAtoEH  JacK|  Surgeon.   \ 

CORPORAL  Bt  ANCHTL0WER9  of  the  jnarinesy  aged  ?8,  of  a  middle 
stature,  saUow  complexion,  and  spare  haoit  of  body,  com* 
plained  to  me  about  the  latter  end  of  May  1807,  of  difficulty  in 
Toiding  his  urine,  extreme  pain  in  passing  the  little  he  did  \  severe 
pain  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  of  numbness  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  thigh  at  that  side.    Generally  of  a  costive  liabit,    Th« 
bladder  did  not  appear  much  distended.    The  introduction  of  the 
cadieter  produced  ho  flow  of  urinci  but  on  beine  withdrawn,  a 
few  drops  of  a  white  pus-looking  fluid  came  ofi^  attended  with 
serere  l^cinating  pain  in  the  urethra.     About  twelve  years  b^ 
fore  this  period,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  which  went  off  after  a 
discharge  of  wlnte  piis  from  the  urethra.    In  the  last  attack,  opi-- 
atee  were  given  to  relieve  pain,  and  bxatives  to  obviate  costive* 
ness  I  the  warm  bath  was  also  used  twice  a  day,  which  produced 
temporary  relief,  and  brought  on  a  discharge  of  urine,  mixed  with 
whitish-coloured  matter,  and  for  the  time  being  the  numbnesa 
of  the  thigh  went  off.    Under  this  treatment,  the  patient  got 
about  again  in  five  or  six  days  time.    Froni  this  last  period,  up 
to  the  8th  December,  of  the  same  year,  he  had  several  attacks  <n 
the  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  attended  with  a  white  discharge 
mixed  with  the  urine ;  but  these  fits  were  never  so  severe  as  to 
prevent  him  from  his  duty.     An  opiate  at  night,  followed  by  a 
cathartic  in  the  morning,  always  relieved  him.     On   the  8th 
December  1807,  the  last  and  fatal  attack  took  place ;  the  paiq 
in  pasdng  water  was  more  intolerable,  and  the  pus  mixed  with 
it,  increased  in  quantity,  which,,  on  standing  in  the  urine  some 
time  always  subsided  to  die  bottom,  and  had  nothing  of  a  gritty 
feeL     The  symptoms  continued  with  little  alteration,  except 
what  temporary  relief  the  warm  bath  and  opiates  afforded,  which 
was  now  much  less  than  he  was  wont  to  experience  from  thenu 
On  the  1 1th,  I  attempted  to  introduce  a  catheter,  but  it  was  ob*^ 
liged  to  be  withdrawn,  .when  it  had  passed  as  far  as  the  bulb  of 
the  urethra,  owing  to  the  acute  pain.    The  urine  flowed  several 
times  during  its  mtroduction.     ISth,  The  urine  began  to  flow 
plentifully,  mixed  with  pus,  but  involuntarily ;  the  pain  at  thia. 
time  wa9  partiotlarly  acute  in  that  part  of  the  utetlva  behind  the 
scrotum.    There  was  now  considerable  debility,  and  the  other 
eyroptoni$  remauned  much  the  same.    18th^  The  left  loin  is  pain- 
ful 


ful  to  the  touch,  and  to  the  patient  appears  as  if  swelled,  whici 
however  was  not  perceived  on  inspection  of  the  part.     Has  bees 
Injecting  a  weak  watery  solution  of  opium  into  the  uretliia,  for 
these  some  days  past :  it  has  produced  ho  relief  of  pain*     Abcrat 
this  time  hQ  bega^  to  complain  much  of  pain  in -the  rc^pMi  of 
the  bladder  nehen  pressed  upon.    22d»  All  the  symptoms  greatlj 
i^^gravated.    Urine  voided  every  few  minuteSt  with  most  ime- 
lerable  pain.   27th,  Complains  of  aching  in  the  lower  excremi- 
ties.     29tb>  Has  evacuated  a  great  quantity  of  air  downwards  ^ 
and  now,  for  the  first  time^  complains  of  fulness  or  tightness  a- 
bout  the  abdomen.    31st,  Every  symptom  increasing^  with  ex- 
treme debility.     Symptoms  of  coma  begin  now  to  appear.     2i 
January  1808)  Vomiting  and  sickness  during  last  night.    Tester- 
day  he  complained  more  of  the  pain  in  the  bladder^  and  less  of 
the  lumbar  region,  than  he  had  done  at  aIL->-4th,  Comatose  state 
is  now  almost  constant,  attended  now  and  then  with  suisuitus 
tehdinum.     All  the  other  symptoms  getting  worse  a^id  worse. 
6th,  Most  of  the  day  ttoublesome  singultus.     7th,  At  2  A.  Ml 
expired. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  complaint,  he  used  the  warm  batii 
once  or  twice  a  day.  As  he  was  unable  latterly  to  get  up»  tht 
abdomen  and  perinaeum  were  fomented  with  flannels  wrung  from 
hot  water.  Laxatives  and  injections  were  frequently  -nqnked, 
as  he  was  very  costive.  Opiates  were  for  the  most  part  given  at 
bed-time.  These,  with  soap  pills  and  mucilaffinous  drinls,  con^ 
Stituted  the  treatment  of  his  complaint  The  bathing,,  fomenta* 
tion,  and  opiates,  for  the  most  part,  afforded  teihponxy  relie£ 
During  the  last  two  or  three  days  of  the  coikiplaint^  a  Uttle  blood 
was  discharged  from  the  urethra.  I  need  scarcely  state,  that  fe- 
brile symptoms  attended ;  they  were  not  such,  however,  as  ts 
sequire  evacuations  of  any  kind. 

Dissictiom — ^At  T  A.  M*  of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  the 
bodyt  now  much  emaciated,  was  opened.  Appearances  were  as 
follow : 

Stomach  distended  with  flatus^  blood-vessels  on  its  surface  tur- 
gid. Liver  ratl^er  hard  in  its  substance,  and  lighter-coloured  thaa 
usual,  having  a  number  of  light  ash-coloured  spots  on  its  convex 
side,  from  the  size  of  a  shilling  downwards^  firmer  to  the  feel 
than  the  rest  of  the  fiver.  Above  the  pubes  was  seen  the  fundus 
of  the  bladder  projecting  upwards,  forwards*  •  and  towards  ooc 
side,  Inuch  thickened,  and  very  hard.  The  body  of  the  bladder 
was  nearly  in  the  same  state,  containing  a  quantity  of  fluid,  aiul 
a  hard  body  like  a  stone.  Upoq  its  being  laid  ooeut  a  pint  of 
sanioiis  matter^  tinged  with  Uoodt  w^  evacuated^  Laving  a  vetv 

fetid 
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fetid  wmHv    "SlMibickMstof  diebody  of  di4(bl&dd€r  i;ra8  abcmt 
half  aa  indi  i* to^pftrd*  tlio  fuBdnsi  three  qvarten  of  an  inch  $  die 
iRrhcde  having  a  scirrhous  appearanoe*    Hie  oater-  eurface  «was 
irregular  and  pitted  ;  the  inner  in  some  places  was  raw,  having 
a  mttscular  appearance^  other  parts  coveted  with  pus  and  ulcer* 
atedy  while  the  remainder  of  the  internal  surface  was  covered 
-with  layers  of  s^nd,  strongly  adhering  to  the  bladder,  ^nd  having 
d^feel  of  common '.sand -paper  $  there  were  also  a  few  fungous 
excrescences.    The  bladder  was  divided  into  two  cavities;  the 
projecting  fundus  formed  one,  and  the  rest  of  the  bladdeV  the 
other  ;  the  former  of  the  size  and  figure  of  a  hen's  eg^,  of  a  small 
size*    Besides  the  pus,  there  was  a  stone  of  a  verjr  singular  ap« 
peavance  found  in  the  larger  cavity  of  the  bladder,  the  figure  of 
wrhich  is  given  in  the  annexed  sketch  •    The  oval  portion  is  e^p-^ 
actly  the  size  of  the  cavity  in  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and 
somewhat  flattened^  to  this  is  subjoined,  )^j  a  small  neck,  another 
portion  of^one,and  placed  transversely  withreq>ecttothe  form- 
er.   The  communication  between  the  two  cysts  of  the  bladder 
copt^poiided  to  the  size  of  the  smaU  neck  joining  together  the 
two  portipns  of  ..stone.     The  oval  portion  appears  to  have  been 
completely  formed,  and  lain  in  the  small  cyst  for  some  vears 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  other  portion  *,  •  it  is  dense,  hard, 
smooth  on  its  surface,  composed  of  concentric-  layers,  and  of  a 
*  dark  brovm  colour.    The  second  and  last  formeo  portion  is  ir- 
regular in  shape,  and  softer  than  the  other ;  some  of  it  has  the 
appeaiancc  of  beu^  in  layers^  bat  the  greatest  portion  has  a 
gwimhr  aM  *9^^f  te^etna :  its  jaii£iQe;»  rovgh^and  of  a  li^t 
gray  colour.    Both  the  kidneys  were  enkfgcd  and  flaccid,  but 
most  of  all  the  left  one  (wbete  the  paatk  had  heea  seated),  whidi, 
on  being  opened,  discharged  a  mat  quantity  of  piss^  of  the 
same  quality,  and  nearly  about  the  qmntsty  contaanad  in  the 
bladder,  except  that  it  was  not  tinged  witn  blood.     I  should 
have  mentioned  before,  that  the  pua  contained  ia  the  bladder,,  was 
mixed  with  a  white  curdly-looking  matter,  like  that  discharged 
from  scrofulous  sores.    Such  were  the  appearances  observed  on 
dissection,  whidi,  but  for  particular  circumstances,  would  h^e 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent. 

From  the  above  history  and  dissection,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  oval  portion  of  stone  had  b^n  formed,  at  least  retained, 
after  it  had  acquired  a  small  size^  in  the  cyst  at  the  bottom  of 
tbc  Uadder:  tluit  the  remainder  of  it  had  eonttnaed  to  aecumu* 
late^  whilst  the  stoae  waa  nt^ined  in  jtUspositioo^  until  the  at- 
tack of  the  last  fit,  when,  probably  it  vras  thrown  from  the  sac 
it  had  kia  m  long  in^  hf  sane  athmg  apaamadkactioa  o€  tfie 
ftadaa  o£  dtt  faMiar  y^hma  iidmc^  fn>bafal]i»  mwf  be  e»plaia- 

ed 
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ed  tht  reason  wby  the  eymptoms  of  ttoiie  in  iSb^t  Undder  were 
either  awanting,  or  so  very  trifling,  durix^g  the  niMiiher  iof  jean 
it  must  have  taken  in  accumulating. 


The  dotted  line  feinreseBti  a  portion  accidentally  broken  off. 
Length  of  the  broadest  part  of  the  neck,  not  including  &e  broken 

portioui  i-r  inches. 
Neck  where  narrowestt  half  an  inch. 
Extreme  length,  2^  inches. 
Extreme  breadth,  It  inches. 
Thickness  of  body  1  inch. 

HMmoate^  16/A  January  1812. 


III. 


An  Account  rf  a  Case  of  Lithotanuf  s  vnth  Practical  Remarks.    By 
Javbs  Barlow,  Surgeon,  Blackburn,  Lancashire. 

Th  an  art  of  tuch  extended  importance  as  surgery,  <k\adx  in- 
'^  folTes  IP  mtny  of  die  naonral  eriti  to  which  mankind  are  un- 

aToidaUy 
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aroidibly  vzposed,  and  where  disease  is  so  frequently  diremfied 
and  modes  of  treatment  varied,  the  recording  of  such  events^ 
whether  as  terminating  favourably  or  fotally^  is  a  method  of  coo* 
vejing  information,  which  is  justly  sanctioned  by  the  most  cefe* 
biated  professors  of  the  art. 

Hence  I  have  boen  induced  to  by  an  account  of  the  following 
case  of  lithotomy  before  the  public,  more  particularly  as  iti 
history  is  dxsiinguisbed  by  some  peculiarity  taf  circumstances  | 
and  in  doing  this,  I  have  also  availed  myselif  of  the-opponunity 
of  interspersing  afew  practical  remarks  connected  wkh  die  sub- 
ject, wbkh  have  sugg^ed  themselves  to  my  mind  during  thi» 
progress  of  the  patienPs  cure. 

About  five  years  ago,  I  was  consulled  by  Richard  Holden  of 
diiS  neighbourhood,  a  stout,  corpulent,  robust  maui  then  about 
m  years  of  age,  on  account  of  great  pain  when  passing  his  urine« 
acGOflSpamed  with  very  frequent  pfbvoeatlons  to  pvojpel  it  He 
jnformod  me,  diat  for  some  years  past  be  bad  occasionally  dis- 
^famrged;  both  Mood  and  mucus  Irom  Ac  urethra,  and  that  any 
violent  bodily  exercise  was  usually  th^  forerunner  of' the  formed 
indicaiioa  of  calculous  a£fection«  These,  together  wtth  other  or* 
dinary  symptoms,  led  me  to  suspect  a  stone  iik  'the  bladder^ 
and  I  proposed  passing  a  sound  into -.that  viscus,  in  order  to 
adjust  the  opinion  I  had  preconceived  on  the  nature  of  the  case^ 
this  proposal  was,  however,  rejected,  from  an  idea  entertained 
by  the  patient  of  the  pain  which  the  introduction  of  an  instm* 
meat  into  the  bladder  nmst  unavoidably  occasion  *.  ^  In  diis  state 
of  incertitude  my  patient  absented  lumself  from  me,  and  con- 
tinued with  frequent  intermissions  of  pain  till  the  sixth  of  No^ 
vember  1811,  a  lapse  of  fire  years,  triien  I  was  requested  to  vi« 
«t  him.  On  my  arrival,  I  was  iirfiejrmed  that  he  had  not  beea 
able  to  evacuate  his  urine  for  neslrlv  two  preceding  days  and 
nights.  On  laying  my  hand  on  the  abdomen,  the  patient  oom- 
pkuned  of  a  considerable  degree  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
bladder,  which  was  connected  with  tension,  and  me  scrotum 
and  ambient  parts  were  of  a  dark  livid .  colour.  The  cathetes 
was  immediately  introduced,  and  my  former  opinion  fully  con» 
firmed  by  the  instrument  striking  against  a  stone,  and  was  also 
notified  by  the  sound  emitted  to  die  ear  very  distinctly.  Nearly 
(wo  quarts  of  dark-coloured  urine  were  drawn  ofi^,  which  afibrded 

temporary 


*  It  msy  be  obienred^  that  although  the  neck  of  the  bladder  be  the  pait 
ahicflf  UTected  in  a  fit  <^  the  itOBe»  nevorthekss,  it  not  unfreqiiently  happen^ 
^hat  upon  the  sound  bdog  pasted  into  the  bladder,  the  atone  la  forced  Irom  its 
situation,  and  the  patient  experiences  relief  for  a  considerable  iaterva],  and  til 
'die  Roaf ,  from  Mme  cauiSi  becomes  pudied  iato  ita  femcr  litustioa. 
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tfmponrf  relief  (die  wafftibafeh  was  fectfmm^Med,  a-bndve 
glfBter  wft8  administeied^  and  an  aperient  mizrure  cfifecced  eo  be 
taken  tn  dmded  dotes,  whictr  produced  several  copious  eraou- 
tif  lis  \rf  stoel»  and  reduced  die  tension,  and  considaraU^  relieved 
the  soreness  of  the  abdominal  region.  Ncrertheless,  the  veteudoa 
of -ariae  stiU  continued,  caused,  I  apprehend,  bf  a  calcuhis  lodged 
ilk  theyicinity  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder ;  for  everv  time  theca* 
thcter  was  passed  it  was  resisied  by  the  presence  ot  a  stone,  «nd 
Utde  or  no  water  couki  be  extracted  wtthonc  first  pushii^  the 
point  of  the  instrument  against  it,  and  raising  the  stone  Itimb  its 
^uacion,  and  keeping  the  instrument  in  this  position  till  the 
Madder  was  emptied.  By  this  manoeuvre  the  impediment  was 
8unnounted»and  the  urine  eracuated  once^or  twice  erefy  twelve 
kours  during  several  succeeding  days,  by  the  use  of  the  common 
silver  •catheter,  until  I  prevailed  on  my  patient  to  be  removed  to 
|he  town  (Bkokburn),  where  I  had  an  oppottunity  of  Pfyii^ 
more  partacular  attention  to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  On  his 
arrival,  I  introduced  a  flexible  metallic  catheter  into  die  Madder, 
fitted  with  a  small  cork  to  plug  up  the  end  i  the  fore-finger  bring 
passed  up  the  rectum,  served  to  bend  the  apex  of  the  instrument 
IMder  the -arch  of  the  pubes,  where  it  was  permanently  fixed,  so 
that' be  couM  evacuate  his  urine  ad  Hhitum^ 
;  •'  The  indispensableness  of  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  whilst  pas* 
img  tbe  instrument,  afibrded  me  an  opportunity  of  ascertaimng 
the  morbid  indurated  state  of  the  prosute  gland,  which  was 
greatly  enlarged,  and  in  a  very  rigid  condition  ^. 
.  Notwithstiuidtng  the  andphlogiatic  regimen  was  rigoronsly  ad« 
hered  to,  there  remained  a  considerable  degree  of  soreness  on  the 
region  of  the  pubes,  attended  with  quick  pulae  and  fever,  iuaoamch 
dtttldsd  not  then  propose  die^operation  of  litfaoiomy,  being 

aware 


*  llie  symptoms  of  stone  in  thebladdert  and  a  morbid  condition  of  the  pro- 
ittte  gland  being  in*  some  respects  similar,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  tlie  wta^ 
fffBtfa  should  invariably  pSM  the  finger  op  the  rectum  prior  to  the  opsmtio^ 
sad  if  the  gkad  he  cnlaiYed,  it  wUl  be  dhcovwed  with  the  Fgreattit  inyity. 

?such  timdy  iaveatigation,  the  surgeon  will  be  governed  in  tbe  various  staMS 
the  operation,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  die 
determinate  extern  of  the  incbion  of  the  neck  of  the  budder,  and  fleccnity 
lixtensioa  of  the  blade  of  the  bistouri,  prior  to  its  introduotioB  into  the  bbd* 
dcr. 

"  Thiprewaceof  sftonein  die  bladder  may  generally,  ^atteaiion,  bedii» 
dnruished  from  an  irritable  state  of  that  viscus;  for  in  the.  former  afisctte 
ima  during  the  discharge  of  urine,  the  pain  increases  dll  the  last  drop  la  void- 
ed ;  whereas,  in  the  Utter  case^  relief  is'observed  in  a  reverse  ratkv— Iw  is  looa 
:»  the  water  b^ins  to  fiow  the  patient  is  somewhat  relieved,  and  wImb  ths 
whole  irevacwttsd  there  is  no  pain  lefty  and  tbe  fuuciioat «(  dbs  MUddor  si* 
yrekortd. 
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aware  of  the  cooseQuences  tbai  oug)»t  ea^ue  firm  the  alteMral 

sympton^s^  excited  by  consequent  imutio%  the  frequent  tAde 
of  c<ilculi,  and  a  long  distended  state  of  the  Utdder ;  mwrAf^ 
less,  these  unfavourable  symptoms  gradually  ahated»  H^eAer. 
with  the  tension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  (^ration  became  ^A* 
missible  *  ;  and  aifter  being  deuermioed  on,  and  the  pgepewteiy' 
regimen  adopted,  I  performed  it  on  the  seventeenth  inaiant  (No% 
irember),  in  the  presence  of  two  assisting  surgeona  and  the  m^ 
cessary  attendants.    The  patient  being  plaeed  and  secured  in  • 
horizonul  positbn  upon  a  study  table  oi  commodious  height, 
and  supported  by  pillows  with  the  breech  projectuig  over  the 
edge  of  the  table,  the  first  s^ges  of  the  operatbn  were  conduct* 
ed  in  thq  usual  manner,  and  with  tolerable  facility.  On  the  «Mai» 
branous  portion  of  the  urethra  being  laid  open  with  the  scalpel 
to  the  commencement  of  the  prostate  gland,  the  beak  ef  the  bie^ 
touri  cache  was  inserted  into  the  groove  of  th^  staff,  the  handtt- 
of  the  staff  was  taken  ho)d  of  with  th^  left  hand|  and  raiaed  ffOA 
the  right  groin  of  the  patient  to  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the 
.   body }  the  bistouri  was  then  carried  geaUy  forwards  intothe  bkd^ 
der  and  the  staff  taken  out  i  the  cutting  «dge  of  the  bsstouri  being, 
turned  laterally  towards  the  left  ischia  of  the  patient,  and  raisea 
from  its  sheath^  it  was  withdrawn  •\  nearly  in  a  hovisontal -diree*- 
tion ;  and  in  executing  this  step  of  the  <ye«atton,  I  peeceived  an 
unusual  resistance  %  and  grating^ensationt  as  if  cutting  thfough  ir 
cartilaginous  substance.  The  fore- finger  of  the  left  hand  was.  now 
passed  as  high  as  possible  into  the  bladder,  throu^  the  nptimig* 


*  Daily  observation  evince^  that  no^ilt  irriutton  tmtud  m  dw  Madder*  b|r 
tlie  preaence  of  a  stone  in  that  vbcufl,  not  unfrequcntly  siibflidcs  on  the  primary 
•xcidag  came  bong  removed  by  its  extraction  without  impeding  itt  fuac- 
Sionf« 

k  does  net  appew  tkafc  a  lov  d^greCf  even  of  fireqneat  irritatioft»  excited 
tff  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  is  altogether  linfovourable  to  the  sacress  of  tht  ope- 
ration of  Kthotomy»  when  performed  durine  ao  interval  of  cessation  from  pain  ( 
but  ff  there  exist  any  nephritic  afTecdon,  tne  danger  is  then  mamfestly  increat* 
td»  and  tltt  opOTstiMi  dionld-be  imdertaken  with  great  eatktion^  and  deferred* 
if  pQenbki  tiU  inch  pain  wholly  ceases,  and  the  consequent  irritation  of  the  syi-  - 
tem  subsides. 

t  The  hiitausi  cache  possesses  an  impwiaitt  advantage  over  the  gorgei^ 
wluch  no  construction  of  that  instrument  can  possibly  surmount ;  for  the  sur- 
fOOA  has  it  in  hb  pow«r  to  adapt  the  blade  or  the  bistouri  to  tTw  exigency  of 
•rery  individual  case^  prior  to  its  introduction  into  the  bladder,  and  should  the 
■tone  be  fuspectcd  tohtof  umisod  magnitude,  or  less  than  what  was  at  first 
imagiecdff  the  toraw  of  tbo  handle  may  be  moved  whiht  the  apex  is  in  th!e 
blackier,  and  the  cutting  part  regulated  accontiogly.  ^ 

%  The  enitirgaiiciit  of  the  prosute  gland,  in  this  mstance,  seems  most  pto* 
Inbly  to  have  been  "occaasoned  br  the  irritadon  which  the  long  retention  of  t^ 
•tttm  itt  the  bladdsr  had  eouiitd  OB  tte  fanet]oi0  of  thiC  ergiui. 
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tiuMk  bf  Ae  Ufttouri,  skid  ^vith  difficulty  dbe  sorfioe  of  a  stone 
WIS  Me  I  for  owing  to  the  man's  state  of  corpulency,  the  grestest 
part  of  thejiand  became  buried  in  die  wound.  The  (oacem  were 
then  calefstly  intfoduced  by  the  side  of  die  finger,  vmiidi  serv- 
td  as  a  guide  to  detect  the  stone.    The  finger  being  w^bdiawn, 
die  stone  wai  seised  by  the  blades ;  but  from  the  great  expao» 
sion  of  die  handles,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  die  calculus  was  eidicr 
very  large,  or  otherwise  taken  hold  of  in  an-  unfavourable  <lira> 
don.  To  ascertann  this  incident,  I  endeavoured  to  reach  the  stone 
by  indnuatisg  the  finger  betwixt  die  extended  blades  of  the  fbii* 
ceps,  *but  was  opposed  by  the  bulk  of  the  prostate  gland  ^  for  k 
appeared  to  occupy  so  considerable  a  space,  that  its  extent  codd 
«ot  be  wholly  traced  by  ,die  finger  in  any  direction.    I  thci^bxe 
judged  it  expedient  to  let  go  the  stone,  and  attempt  to  seize  it  ia 
a  less  diameter,  and  after  using  every  possible  means  in  my  pow. 
or,  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  this  project ;  and  the  extent  and  rigi- 
dity of  the  prostate,  and  its  myieMmg  condition,  induced  me  to 
enlarge  the  incision ;  for  on  every  attempt  to  extract  the  stooe^ 
the  body  of  the  gland  was  brought  forwards  into  sigfatf  and  ap^ 
peated  to  completely  wedge  up  the  q[>ace  betwixt  the  two  rami 
isdiii.     Thus  situated,  and  whilst  the  left  hand  was  employed  ia 
gently  drawing  forwards  the  forceps  along  with  the  stone,  the 
right  was  engaged  in  dilating  the  wound  with  tiie  scalpd  in  a 
line  with  the  external  incision,  where  the  resistance  opposed  the 
shief  obstade  ;  in  this  manner  sufficient  room  was  made,  and  the 
transmission  of  the  stone  effected.    It  was  of  an  oval  shape,  and 
its  long  diameter  2.25,  and  its  short  1.75  inches.  A  female  sound 
was  immediately  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  another  stone  de» 
tected  larger  than  the  first,  and  which  was  extracted  widi.pro- 
portidiute  difficulty.    It  was  also  oval,  but  measured  2.6  inches 
one  way,  and  2.1  the  other.    From  the  diffinrent  situations  ia 
which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  recognising  the  prostate  gland  of 
this  patient,  both  by  the  finger  pass^  up  die  rectum  and  through 
the  wound  in  perineo,  its  lateml  lobes  evidently  projected  con. 
stderably  on  the  rectum,  and  it  appeared  the  shape  and  sise  of 
die  giazard  of  a  goose  *•    Several  arteries  were  <iivided  in  die 

operation, 


*  Although  a  morbid  enlargement  of  this  gland  may  induce  an  unfiivoiin* 
ble  prognostic  of  the  success  attendant  on  lithotomy^  yet  is  not  an  msnntnble 
reason  lor  iu  being  altogether  abandoned ;  for  daily  observation  shews,  t&^ 
WfXD,  when  indurated  and  enlarged,  will  frequently  endore  much  vktooe 
with  comparative  impunity. 

Tht  symptoms  characteristic  of  stony  concretions  in  the  bladder,  and  sn  in* 
durated  condition  of  the  prostate  gland,  are  sometimes  confoiuided  with  esck 
ether.    Hence  will  appear  the  aecesidty  of  discriminating  be6Hxt  these  tvrs 
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opendoa,  wbsch  raqniieA  the  KgafuTe ;  tiid-  ^i«  v»  a  i 
derable  ooctng  of  Uood,  which  appeared  to  come  from  the  divicU' 
cd  edges  of  ^  prostate  giand.  A  camila  was  introducad  into- 
the  'wound^  which  by  its  paesaure  on  the  incited'  portiotia  of  the; 
l^nndf  ptevemed  the  blood  fibm  making*  itawaf  into  die  Uaddcff. 
aoid  aoon  stopped  the  bleeding.  .  «      > 

A  pkster  of  lint,  spread  widi€erate,f  was  applied  to  the  woond^ 
the  patient  was  then  oonvcfed  ta  faNBd»  and  his  knees  btongfasi 
togedier  and  secured  bjr  means  of  a:  tape^passedrronnd  his  thi|^ia«i 
A  draught  composed  of  sixty)  drops  of  tbicti  opii  was:  admi.ia*: 
tevedt  arid  the  patient  lelt  to  take  repaae4  Oa-  caUin|p  in  be» 
evening,  I  was  informed  that  the  medidor  had  not  produced^ 
sleep*;  he  appeared  restless,  with  quick  pulse.  >  Thetis  was  not 
tension  or  pain  abont  the  levton  of  tbe  Uadder,  nor  any  baa**  > 
,  morrhage  from  the  wound,  and  the  vrine^flowed  galfo/tn  throngb 
the  canula  without  interruption. 

'  A  wmn  bath  was  inunediafety- procured  in  the  room,  intok 
which  he  ^as  put  and  remained  twency«five  minutes,  which  ai^ 
forded  some  temporary  relief,  but  witMUt  producing  syncope  m^ 
diminisbing  the  vibratory  force  of  arterial  action^  On  being,  xe^^ 
naoted  to  M  the  opiate  drauf^  w^s  repeated,  but  did  not  iau; 
duce  the  least  incl^tion  to  sleeptbe  whole  of  tbe  4iigbt«  -  Inx 
the  morning  die  canula  waa  remoiredf  and  the  wound  drtssed^aSi 
before*  A  saline  nuatute,  with  antlmonial  wine,  was  diaected  tor. 
be  uken.  An  aperient  glyster  was  administeaed  for  several  su^/ 
ijieeding  da)rS)  and  oc^asbml  pmgatirei  exhibited  to  stsmaiate* 
tbe  torpid  disposition  o^the  intestines,  all  wbicb  produced  dtehn 
desired  eiFcctsi  The  wann  bach  was  repeated  twice  erery  tweiK. 
ty^-feur  hours  for  ten  dayh  suecessiveiy,  and  tbe  antipfalogistici 
phm  was  strictly  enjoined  ^U  tbe  symptoms  ;of  fercrand  irrita*^ 
tion 'Subsided.  ^ 

On  the  twentieth  instant,  three  days  after  the  operation,  a  de- 
gree of  soreness  and  tension  manifested  itself  in  the  lower  part 
of  tbe  abdomen,  which  eittended  along  the  ureihra»  and  wbreh 
assumed  the  appearance  of-pevitoncal  inflammation.    But,  on  « 

TOL.  riii.  MO.  SI.  s  minute 


dheaies ;  and  an  attenlite  observer  may  geaemny  fbrm^  a  t«4ersbly  atieatare' 
criterion,  by  attencfing  to  the  natttre  of  the  discharge  frdm  the  unethm  9  ffM*  in 
a  dtseai^  of  the  prostate  gtand  akme^  the  discharge  is  geserally  a/mntiii%ot 
viscid  mucus  and  urine>  and  Vhen  connected  with  calculi  in  the  hladdcr,  it  be* 
comes  frequently  incorporated  with  sabulous  matter. 

A  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  even  if  k  coolll  be  aicertaisied  pfier* 
to  the  operation,  yet  ought  by  no-  means  to  prevent  its  being  performed,  an*- 
less  connected  wiH)  some  other  disease,  for  I  have  witAeas^maifey  cases  afihb 
description  which  terminated  favourably. 
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minute  investigation  I  was  convinced^  that  tbe  tension*  qf  the  ab- 
domen was  caused  by  the  parts  of  the  wound  connected  writb 
the  operation  being  distended  with  inflammation,  which  whoU j 
prevented  the  action  of  the  bladder  and  voluntary  power  of  the 
abdominal  muscles  from  propelling  the  urine*  through  the  aper- 
ture.   Without  hesitation  I  passed  a  female  catbeter  up  the 
wound  in  perineo  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and  evacoated 
more  than  a  quart  of  limpid  urine  of  healthy  appearance.     This 
unusual  mode  of  assisting  nature  in  relieving  herself,  was  found 
necessary  to  be  repeated  every  eight  or  ten  hours  for  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  until  the  tension  and  inflammation  of  the  pam 
connected  with  the  wound  had  subsided ;  after  which  the  urine 
returned  through  the  artificial  aperture  with  comparative  free- 
dom.   About  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  a  littk 
urine  made  its  way,  at  intervals»  by  tbe  channel  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  man  seemed  gradually  recovering ;  when  on  a  sodden 
a  new  traiaof  symptoms  came  on,  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tion and  swelling  of  the  right  testicle,  attended  with  violent  ob- 
tuse  pain,  which  produced  a  slight  degree  of  fever  and  constitu> 
tional  irritation  of  the  system.    Ten  leeches  were  applied  to  tbe 
inflamed  scrotum,  and  cloths  moistened  in  a  solution  of  ammo- 
nia muriata  in  vinegar  and  water  were  kept  constantly  applied 
to  the  afiected  part  i  a  brisk  purgative  draught  was  administred, 
and  a  scanty  regimen  enjoined  :  yet  every  precaution  4ised  to  <iis- 
perse  the  swellmg  and  inflammation  proved  unavailing,  and  sup* 
puration  was  announoed  by  frequent  rigorsi  and  the  structure 
of  the  testicle  becoming  less  tense.    A  poultice  w^s  then  applied, 
and  renewed  three  times  a«day,  till  a  fluctuation  of  matter  be- 
came perceptible*  which  was  let  out  through  an  opening  made 
with  a  lancet  i  the  part  soon  heakdf  and  the  tensbn  of  the  tes- 
ticle 


*  I  am  indttcsd  to  bdisve«  that  iadunia  vencalit^  sobteqiieat  to  the  open* 
tKNH  of  titkotony,  it  a  very  rsre  occurreiiGt;,.  tad,  to  £ar  is  my  iaqoiry  catcndh 
is  tcaicely  noticed  by  any  luthora  wko  have  written  on  the  after^trcatneiit  of 
patknts  Ubooring  under  tfait  diieaM^»  and  it  being  a  drcumttsnce  which  nay 
bo  ocaskMudly  aniftaken  for  peritonitis,  seeing  the  symi^tains,  on  a  iaperfidal 
inspection,  bear  some  analogy  to  each  other,  tience  will  appear  the  oeccai- 
ty»  in  every  instance  of  abdominal  affection,  for  the  anigeon  minntely  to  invei^ 
tigate  the  lUte  of  the  bladder,  and  witness  the  dischai^ge  of  uxine  from  tbe 
wound  or  by  the  uretlua .  By  strict  attention  to  this  particular»  the  morbid  re- 
tention of  nrine  may  be  distinguished  from  abdominal  inflammation,  and  hj 
the  introdnction  of  a  female  cttheter  through  the  wound  into  the  bbdder^  tbe 
water  aoay  be  dischaiged  as  often  as  requirsd,  and  till  the  inflammation  sub- 
sidesy  by  which  means  the  patient  will  be  relieved ;  and  by  neglect  of  tbts 
mode  of  manual  assistance^  inflammation  of  the  bladder  and  abdominal  viicen 
would  ineviubly  follow,  for  there  is  much  reason  for  believing,  that  serious 
|i^2)^.  k.«*.  -''•^letiflMs  c&nicd  item  this  spectei  of  retention  of  urine. 
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^icle  gndaallf  subsided;  soon  after  which  the  left  testicle  be-* 
came  enhrged  aud  painful^  and  assumed  one  smooth  solid  sub- 
stance. Leeches  and  other  topical  applications  were  assiduous- 
ly applied,  as  in  the  former  affection,  and  a  mixture,  apparent!  ]f 
of  pus  and  nrihe»  was  regurgitated  *  by  the  urethra,  which  con« 
ti  nved  for  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days»  and  then  the  inflam- 
mation and  swelling  gradually  disappeared.  From  this  period 
the  wound  in  perineo  assumed  a  granulating  and  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  the  urine  was  voided  Toluntarilj  through  the  hrethra 
in  increased  quantity ;  and  in  the  space  or  ten  weeks,  from  the 
time  of  the  operation,  the  wound  was  completely  healed,  and  the 
man  returned  borne  in  a  state  of  apparent  good  health,  being 
able  to  retain  his  urine  in  considerable  quantity,  and  propel  it  at 
pleasure.  On  a  minute  examination  of  the  state  of  the  prostate 
gland  at  this  period,  by  the  finger  in  ano,  its  size  appeared  very 
much  diminidied  from  what  it  was  prior  to  the  operation  f . 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  my  pa- 
tient, and  be  informs  me,  that  some  weeks  past  he  parted  with 
two  small  pieces  of  rough  calculi  by  the  urethra,  and  there  is  a 
deposit  of  sabulous  matter  in  his  urine,  from  which  it  appears 
probable  thai  the  disposition  to  the  formation  of  stone  still  exists. 

1  

*  I  conceive  it  ia  not  easy  to  explain  the  real  cause  of  this  maladjr  of  the 
testicles,  nor  do  I  find  such  an  occuirence  mentioned  by  writers  on' lithotomy : 
ho«rever»  I  will  hazard  a  coojectiire,  that  in  alt  probabilky  aosde  imgular  par- 
ticles of  calculi,  separated  frgm  the  urine,  toifht  become  entangled  behind  the 
veru  montanum,  and  obliterate  the  orifices  of  the  seminal  ducts,  and  in  this 
way  produce  irritation  of  the  contiguous  parts^  or  by  sympathy  the  vas  deferens 
might  participate  therewith,  and  the  inflammation  be  communicated  to  the 
testis;  for  it  appean  likely  that  the  mattw  was  regurgitated  thvough  thb 
duct  firom  the  testicle  to  the  urethra. 

f  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  the  gorget  had  been  used  in  this  case,  it 
would  not  have  divided  more  dian  half  of  the  left  portion  of  the  prostate  gland, 
consequently  the  incision  must  have  be^n  quite  inadequate  for  the  extraction 
of  the  stone,  and  probably  too  small  to  admit  the  blades  of  the  fbieept  widiaut 
mudi  noknce ;  and  owing  to  the  indurated  structure  of  the  gland  opposii^ 
such  a  degree  of  resistance  to  itt  tocipductton  into  the  bladder,  it  is  more  than 
probable  diar,  during  the  attempt  t»  accomplish  this  stq>  of  the  operation^  the 
prostate  gland  must  have  been  severed  itom  iu  connection  with  the  membran- 
oas  portion  of  the  urethra,  and  the  posterior  part  of  the  bladdep  become  xruf»^ 
fixed. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Case  ^EmystedTumour  of  the  Brain.    By  Dr  Albzamber  Jahes 
Buchanan,  of  Glasgow. 

IT  b  a  remark  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  that  nothing  is 
more  pernicious  in  the  theory  of  medicine,  than  to  form  ge- 
neral conclusions  from  the  observation  of  a  few  insulated  facts. 
indeedj^  nothing  has  tended  more  to  retard  the  true  advancement 
of  the  science,  or  has  been  more  destructive  in  the  practice  of 
physic,  than  to  start  new  doctrines  upon  such  grounds^,  and 
urge  the  general  employment  of  remedies,  when  the  opinions,  up. 
on  which  their  use  is  founded,  are  supported  by  only  a  few  cases, 
perhaps  ill-authenticated,  and  at  any  rate  uncertain,  from  the  very 
circumstance  of  their  being  few  in  number. 

The  approaches  to  generalization  on  the  diseases  of  the  braix^ 
have,  from  the  complexity  of  its  structure,  and  our  ignorance  of 
the  uses  of  its  various  parts>  been  necessarily  retarded.    Nor  can 
we  with  propriety  expect,  while  our  knowledge  is  thus  confined 
and  imperfect,  to  speak  with  certainty  on  the  proximate  causes 
of  the  affection  of  any  particular  part  of  this  organ,  or  draw  con* 
clttsioos  at  all  satisfactory  regarding  its  effects.    Were  we  always 
to  find  a  parttcalar  symptom  the  Invariable  attendant  on  a  par- 
ticular modification  of  gdorbid  action,  and  dii9  consequence  to 
happen  as  regularly  as  the  effect  of  any  other  constant  exciting 
cause    and  did  no  instances  prove  the  fallibility  of  such  expecta- 
tions,  then  might  we  deduce  general  coacluttons,'in  all  prpbabili- 
ty  incontrovertible.    Such,  however,  unfortunately,  is  not  the 
case.   Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  some,  with  all  the  pomp  of  syl- 
logistic decision,  have  brought  forward  the  few  facts  in  their  pos- 
seesion,  and,  upon  such  scanty  basis,  have  led  forth  deductions,  in 
dieir  estimation  altogether  conclusive,  and,  without  admfitting  the 
possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  any  new  modifications,  have  eleseil 
w  the  generalization  of  the  old.  > 

I  was  led  to  these  remarks,  by  the  review  of  some  positions    ' 
established  by  particular  authors,  regarding  the  diseased  affections    ' 
of  the  structure  of  the  brain,  with  which,  after  collating  the  fol-    | 
lowing,  and  a  few  other  cases  given  to  the  world,  by  medical 
gendemen  of  respectability,  the  latter  could  not,  even  after  a 
reasonable  degree  of  flexion  and  extension,  be  brought  to  agree. 
I  do  not  mean,  at  present,  to  enter  upon  a  refutation  of  these 
doctrines,  but  may  perhaps  trouble  you  afterwards  with  someob- 

servatiom 
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senridou  upon  them.  Neither  is  the  fdllowiog  ofte  offered 
with  the  view  of  deducaag  frotpi  it  any  remerks  of  practttal  iin* 
pottance.  It  appeared  to  me  worthy  of  beiog  recofdadf  ftom  the 
singularity  of  the  phenomena  found  upon  diaaectioii,  and  the 
littk  connection  discorerabie  between  them  and  the  pteviotti 
symptomi. 

Agmss  M^ctBLLANj  aged  fi?e  yearsj  had  for  a  eemiderabk  time 
been  affected  with  hoopiag«€ou|;h,  the  symptoma  of  ^i^ich,  had^ 
howeTer^  been  uncommonly  mild.    On  the  Sd  of  November; 
when  I  firat  saw  heri  she  had  been  ill  for  about  three  weeks,  and 
according  to  the  account  given  me,  it  did  not  appear  as  if  about 
to  leave  her,  although  the  fits  of  coughing  were  abort  and  easy, 
and  she  was  in  every  other  respect  in  good  health.    As  no  emetic 
had  been  tried^  I  ordered  an  antimonial  <Miei  and  alio  recommend- 
ed a  change  of  air  for  the  child,  and  it  was  determined  accord- 
ingly to  have  her  carried  into  the  country.  Upon  calling  a  few  days 
after,  I  was  informed,  that  they  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  her  removed,  as  the  paroxysms  had  become  daily  feweTp 
and  more  easy,  but  that  she  had  been  otherwise  very  iU  since  my 
last  visit.    She  spent  her  nights  restlessly,  did  not  take  her  meat 
as  usual,  and  her  stools  were  slimy  and  dark^coloured.    Her 
mother  also  assured  me,  that  she  had  been  much  changed  within 
these  few  days,  in  almost  every  respect— her  toys  afforded  her  no 
amusement— 4it  one  time  she  would  become  unusually  lively,  and 
at  another,  insensible  and  torpid ;  and  that  when  free  from  iaxhtt 
of  these,  she  was  peevish,  fretful,  and  discontented,     Sncb  in* 
congruous  symptoms  induced  n^e  to  be  more  particular  in  my 
examination,  and  upon  after*inquiry  I  learned,  that  at  aU  times 
^ce  the  accession  of  the  hooping-«ough,she  appeared  much  die* 
posed  to  sleep,  but  could  enjoy  none,  latterly,  from  her  incessant 
tossing  and  restlessness.    This  train  of  symptoms  had  become 
more  urgent  for  two  days  past  ^  the  pulse  was  timaU,  quick,  and 
frequent,  beating  135  in  the  minute ;  and  Fahrenheit's  thermo- 
meter, upon  placing  the  bulb  in  the  axilla,  stood  at  102^.    Her 
tongue  was  white  and  furred,  and  her  thirst  consideraUe.     An 
attendant  told  me,  that  when  more  sensible  in  the  night,  she  had 
complained  of  pain  in  the  head.     She  was  much  reduced  in 
flesh  \  her  face  was  suffused  with  an  unhealthy  flush  ;  there  was 
much  throbbing  of  the  temporal  artery,  and  the  eyes  were  tender. 
These  symptoms  led  nie  to  think,  that  the  child  was  labouring 
under  an  afuck  of  the  common  infantile  fever,  and  that  all  the 
appearances  mentioned  originated  from,  or  were  at  leaK  inti* 
mately  dependant  upon  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Cathar* 
tics  being  therefore  indicated,  I  ordered  a  brisk  one,  which  was 
^  immediately 
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immediately  ghwn;  By  nett  'oaomingy  die  medicine  had  effsct- 
ed  a  very  complete  emcuaticm  of 'the  bowelsi  die  greatest  part  of 
which  was  verjr  fetid^  and  of  a  mudons  appearance  and  consiit- 
ence.  She  had  Tomtted  a  quantity  of  light  greenirfi  fluid ;  the  pulse 
,  was  reduced  to  >r00»  without  intermission ;  die  heat  was  mote  ino- 
deratCi  and  I  began  to  form  a  favourable  prognosis.  -My  hopes 
were  however  delusive,  for  upon  the  succeeding  morning  a  great 
change  fbr  the  iNwrst  had  taken  place ;  the  pulse  still  continued 
less  frequent,  and  the  febrile  heat  appeared  recessant ;  bat  the 
pulsations  were  tremulous  andirrcgubriand  the  extremities  were 
cold  and  livid*  The  mouth  soon  became  loaded  with  aphthae, 
the  respiration  was  stertorous,  and  she  appeared  to  be  comatose^ 
These  symptoms  continued  with  exacerbation  till  the  moining 
of  the  14th,  on  which  day,  at  eleven  o'clock.  A.  M.  she  died. 

From  several  circumstances  attending  die  above  case,  I  was  in- 
duced to  request  permission  to  •  examine  the  body,  which  was 
granted.  I  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which 
die  died,  laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and 
examined  the  viscera  of  each,  wtth  the  greatest  care,  but  could 
discover  in  neither,  in  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  smallest  ap- 
pearance of  morbid  alteration.  In  the  stomach,  I  found  a 
quantity  of  light  greenish  •  fluid,  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  vomited  |  the  intestinal  canal  was  almost  completely 
empty;  but  no  diseased  change  of  structure  was  perceptible. 
:  Convinced  that  what  I  had  seen  was  insufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  appearances  which  had  manifested  themselves  during 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  although,  from  a  cdnsideradon  of 
the  pathognomonic  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  I  did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  any  considerable  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  cavides 
of  the  brain—- an  increased  action  of  the  arterial  system,  having 
been  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  disease,  the  pupils  al- 
so having  remained  all  along  sensible  to  the  light,  and  not  die 
slightest  indkiation  to  convulsive  motions  having  been  discover- 
ed in  any  part  of  the  body-^still,  however,  as  there  had  been 
stertor  in  breathing,  and  latterly  disposiuon  to  coma,  and  as  she 
had  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  brain,  and  the  following  is  an  account  of  its 
dissection*.   « 

On  removing  the  skull*cap,  the  external  surface  of  the  dura 
mater  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  $  it  was  therefore 
(being  divided  on  a  level  with  the  section  of  the  skull  ail  around, 
except  at  its  posterior  part^)  thrown,  along  with  the  falx,  in  the 
usual  way,  backwards  over  the  occiput.  The  other  membranes 
being  now  exposed,  several  circular  spots  of  a  white  milky  colour, 
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and  varying  from  about  the  Btze  of  a  muatard-seed  t6  that  of  a 
seven-shilling  piece,  were  discovered  scattered  irregularl  j  in  se- 
veral places  over  the  surface  of  the  brain.  They  lay  chiefly  in  the 
furrows  between  the  convolutions  of  the  middle  and  the  posteri* 
or  lobes,  although  some  smaller  ones  were  found  over  die  con- 
vexities of  the  convolutions,  and  a  few  of  a  middle  size  and 
bluish  white  colour  on  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  side*  On  the 
same  side,  and  in  the  direction  of  die  cofda  silvii,  lay  six  of  the 
largest  kind,  of  a  darker  hue  than  the  others*  Upon  rainng  the 
tunica  arachnoides,  which  was  done  with  difficulty,  I  dearly^  as- 
certained that  these  vesicles  were  situated  between  that  mem- 
brane and  the  pia  mater,  and  what  appeared  remarkable  was, 
that  they  seemed  to  have  little  connexion  with  either,  for  I  could 
easily  raise  them  entire  upon  the  end  of  the  knife.  Iliej  appear- 
ed to  be  surrounded  with  a  thin  membranous  covering,  and  when 
pressed  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  a  quantity  of  fluid  like 
cream,  but  of  a  darker  colour,  and  more  viscid  consistence,  inter- 
mixed with  streaks  of  blood,  was  eflFused.  Havins;  ascertained 
every  thing  concerning  these  bodies  that  I  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  I  now  proceeded,  in  the  usual  manner,  to  dissect  away  the 
substance  of  the  right  hemisphere,  on  a  level  with  the  section  of 
the  cranium,  in  order  to  expose  the  centrum  ovale  minus.  The 
brain  cut  very  well  for  about  one  third  of  the  len^h  of  the  he- 
misphere, but  when  I  had  reached  to  about  the  begmning  of  the 
middle  lobe,  an  effusion  of  dark  bloody  fluid  a»de  its  appear- 
ance. Carrying  the  division  backwards,  I  brought  into  view  a 
horizontal  section  of  a  circumscribed  dark  purple^^oloured  cir- 
cular body,  of  a  homogeneous  appearance,  which,  upon  being 
washed,  appeared  well  defined  at  its  margin,  enveloped  in  an  in- 
flection of  the  pia  mater,  and  encircled  by  a  thin  layer  of  cineri- 
txous  matter.  It  was,  therefore,  though  apparentlv  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  medullary  part,  in  fact  exterior  to  the  pb  mater 
and  cortical  pordon  of  the  brain.  Upon  more  particular  exa* 
mtnation,  I  observed,  that  this  collection  of  morbid  matter  extend- 
ed inwards,  from  the  situation  of  the  corda  8ilvii»  where  I  had 
observed  the  largest  and  darkest-coloured  of  the  small  bodies  up- 
on the  surface,  and  thai  it  was  fairly  encysted ;  the  sac  being  com- 
posed, as  I  have  said  before,  of  a  jprolonged  duplicators  of  the 
pia  mater ;  also,  that  that  part  of  this  membrane  which  sur- 
rounded it  was  opaque,  thicker  than  natural,  and  paisifd  in  all 
directions  with  red  vessels.  This  body  in  appearance  was  very 
similar  to  the  spleen,  although  its  substance  was  less  compact, 
and  its  texture  more  delicate.  Having  examined  the  tumour  in 
all  directions,  and  ascertained  every  wing  I  could  possiUv  dis- 
cover, I  proceeded,  with  considerable  expectation,  to  open  the  la< 
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jtctz}  ireotnclesy  which^  nocwitbsjtaiiduie  th^  pireTicMid  di$8€;ctiOQ» 
sdll  romained  entire.  They  contained  each  a  ^mall  quantity  of 
aqiieous  fluid.  The  fornix  was  ^ow  divided  at  its  anterior,  crura^ 
and  th^  velum  interpositum|  which  eidiibited  a  mo^t  Wautiful  ap- 
pea^aKce,  exposed  to  view.  The  whole  of  it,  but  particuladf 
the  plexujs  cfaoroides,  was  distended  with  vessels  almost  to  bail- 
ing, and  what  are  usually  imagined  to  be  hydatids,  ^ere  cluster- 
ed in  great  numbers  round  the  latter  part.  I  continued  to  dissect 
downwards,  but  could  discover  nothing  further  unnatural^  ex- 
cept that  the  peduncles  of  the  pineal  gland  wcjre  unosuallj  laig? 
and  proxhinent, 

Th'i  above  case  would  seem  to  point  out  the  fallacy  of  mpriotrt 
reasoning  in  medicine^  Tori  if  yi^e  except  the  stertor  in  breathing 
and  inclination  to  coma,  every  appearance  was  nothing  more 
than  the  usual  symptoms  of  idiopathic  fever.  The  incre^ed  ac- 
tivity of  the  circulation,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the  bowels^ 
yrcre  conclusive  proofs  of  this,  and  indicated  the  use  of  pursa- 
tivtp.  Such  being  the  case,  the  ^extensive  disprganization  dis- 
covered in  the  brain,  deserves  our  particular  attentipn ;  and  with 
respect  to  it,  it  would  occur  to  one  at  first  sight,  that  one  of  two 
circumstanceb  must  have  taken  place:  cither  that  part  of  the 
Itrain  which  formerly  occupied  its  place,  must  have  been  gradu- 
ally absorbed  and  carried  out  of  the  cranium  into  the  system,  i|i 
proportion  as  it  increased  in  size,— ^f  the  brain  must  have,  endur- 
ed such  compression  as  this  unnatural  tumour  must  unavoidably 
have  occasioned^  aiid  supported  its  own  structure  entirely  and  the 
performance  of  its  various  functions  little  impaired,  during  such 
^;cisting  circumstances.  The  latter  of  these  is  ac  variance  with 
our  observation  of  what  Happens  in  other  similar  circumstances, 
fpr  insensibility  and  death  are  the  usual  consequences  of  com- 
preasion.  The  former  corresponds  with  what  we  see  daily  oc- 
cur iti  other  parts  of  the  system,  and  is  the  only  satisfactory  way 
of  accounting  for  the  growth  oi  such  a  body,  in  such  a  place,  un- 
less we  suppose  that  this  morbid  matter  existed  from  the  child's 
b.itth,  and  had  been  coeval  with  the  formation  of  the  other  parts 
q^  t^e  brain,  which'  is  higiily  improbable.  Indeed,  \  am  inclin- 
ed to  believe,  that  this  tumour  had  been  at  first  similar  to  those 
found  on  the  surface  6f  the  brain,  and  had  increased  more  rabid- 
ly than  they,  from  its  sitaation  having  offered  less  resistance  than 
was  presented  to  them.  But,  that  such  a  collection  could  have 
formed,  not  only  without  destroying  the  person,  but  even  with- 
out disturbing  the  functions  of  the  br^in,  is  very  remarkable,  and 
18  another  proof^  that  the  greater  part  of  the  substance  of  this 
orgati  is  by  QO  means  essential  to  life,  but  is  merely  subservient, 
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bodies  found  between  t^  cuniai  arachooidea  aad  pia 'mater,  are 
HOC  new  jnthfHV'  Mcwrnsacei  tbej  heire  hequently  been  fouwl  sa 
disaectioDf  <tf|<uigM0  tmnatodel  df  the  eve  $  and  diia  circum* 
stance,  togedkr  wiiik  ibe  appearance  of  the  body  fonod  in  the 
right  beitiispbefe,  iinkuce  me  to  thtnk,  that  this  chUd  bboiured 
iiadejr  a  modification  0f  that  formUabk  disease.  H  ao,  it  would 
appeer  t^t  no  piMrt  of  the  body  ia  exempt  from  iu  attad^it 
since  it  has  been  found  in  almost  every  indiridual  riscus,  and  as 
ehia  case  would  eeem  t6  thewtluit  the  delictte  hram  itsdf  is  li* 
abki  (9  be  albeied  with  it. 


V. 

AfmifH  of  Umuual  Cenformatiom  rfsmme  Musclts  and  VeueU.  By. 
Alsxamdbr  Ramsat,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  Edint 
burgh.    (Wtth  0n  Engraving.  J 

As  most  of  the  important  circumstances  connected  with  surgi- 
cal operation,  seem  capable  of  demonstration,  it  appears  sur* 
prising,  that  so  many  topics  ranking  under  that  useful  art  should 
for  any  time  continue  desiderata.-  Sixteen  years  ago,  when  I 
began  lecturing  on  anatomy  in  Edinburgh,  I  showed  mjf  pupilSf 
that  the  same  anastomosis  which  insured  success  in  popliteal  an- 
eurism, promised  hopes  in  critical  cascb,  in  the  femoral  region^ 
or  even  within  Poupart's  ligament.  This  has  lately  been  executed 
by  British  surgeons,  with  complete  conviction  of  its  efficacy  and 
safety. 

Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  useful  work,  to  no- 
tioe,  that  the  rule  I  have  invariablv  adhered  to,  of  having  the  ar« 
tertes  of  every  subject  injected,  which  have  come  into  my  rooms 
in  Edinburgh,  or  the  colleges  abroad,  to  which  I  was  invited  as 
teacher  of  anatomy,  has  not  only  familiarized  my  pupils  to  the 
usual  distributions  of  vessels,  but  likewise  to  those  varieties  which 
are  supposed  rare,  and  to  others  which  are  truly  unfrequent, 
though  important  to  be  known  and  recollected.  Even  varieties  in 
muscles  seem  sometimes  connected  with  consequences  not 
known  I  shall  mention  a  few  ctrcumstaoccs  connected  with 
these  subjects. 

In  the  year  ITOS,  I  discovered  a  tramverse  muscle  of  die  axil- 
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by  which  may  account  for  the  liability  of  some  subjects  to  swel- 
ling  of  the  axillary  riandson  occasious  of  violent  eiccrtion.  This 
•  body  is  composed  of  an  oblong  muscle,  stretched  (torn  the  pecto- 
ral muscle  to  die  latssmus  dorsi  and  teres  major,  which,  in  its 
▼iolent  contractions,  must  prove  inconvenient  to  the  axillary  ar- 
teries, veins,  and  nerves j  iriiich  Ke  within  this  muscle.  It  was  not 
known  in  Edinburgh  or  London,  when  I  demonstrated  it,  and 
is  now  detected  in  one  of  thirty  subjects^  when  dissectors  are  at- 
.  tentive. 

That  the  ubiar  artery  is  often  placed  superficially  (and  not 
deep.seated  in  all  cases,  as  books  in  genei«ii  mention),  n  wdl 
known  to  anatomists,  but  not  universally  to  practitioners,  who 
mi^ht  be  surprised,  in  some  cases,  at  the  profuse  hsmorrba^ 
which  takes  place,  when  a  wound  has  exceeded  the  corpus  acfi. 
posum  and  fascia. 

The  distribution  of  the  vessel,  b,  Fig.  1st,  seems  not  frequent, 
and  accounts  for  fatal  haemorrhage  in  the  operation  for  paracen- 
tesis. It  is  surprising  that  practitioners  seem^never  to  have  ez> 
amined  such  cases  after  death,  and  that  surgeons  have  rather 
adopted  the -new  method  of  operation,  from  experience  of  the  oc- 
casional danger  connected  with  this  operation,  than  a  conviction 
and  knowledge  of  the  vessel  injured  in  such  cases.  Fig.  1st,  t, 
is  the  external  iUac  artery.  Here  the  circumflex,  cc,  is  not  sent  off 
^tt  a  principal  trunk,  but  is  a  .branch  of  b,  a  large  ascending  ar- 
tery, exceeding  the  diameter  of  a  crow  quill,  which  passes  in  die 
course  of  the  trocar.  In  this  subject,  this  distribution  was 
found  on  the  right  side  only }  but  it  occurs  occasionally  on  bodi 
.  sides.  The  symptoms  of  gradual  sinkbg  after  the  operation, 
which  has  been  known  to  continue  for  S  days,  and  terminate  in 
death,  ought  to  warn  practitioners  of  the  possibility  of  the  pre* 
sence  and  section  of  this  artery,  which  is  easily  taken  iqr,  as  it 
lies  (so  far  as  my  observation  goes)  between  the  external  and 
internal  oblique  muscles  of  the  abdomen.  Tliis  vessel  seems  to 
occur  once  in  SOO  cases,  were  I  to  conclude  from  those  I  have 
met  with ;  though  diis  artery,  upon  a  small  scale,  may  be  detect- 
ed often,  and  seems  the-  cause  of  the  bloody  tinge  which  occa- 
sionally appears  in  even  successful  operation,  d.  Is  the  epigastric 
artery  which  sent  off,  e,  the  obturator  artery,  a  circumstance  much 
inore  irequent  than  I  find  is  credited ;  and  so  far  as  this  has  in- 
fluence in  operations,  practitioners  ought  to  be  aware  o^  this  fre- 
quency* f,  is  the  superior  anterior  spinous  process  of  the  os  ilhim  *» 
g,  PoiqMurt's  lieament. 

Fig.  2d,  exmbits  an  artery,  e,  as  large  as  a  crow-quill,  which 
traverses  the  middle  of  the  trachea  to  be  diffused  on  the  right 
lobe  of  the  thyroid  gland  ^  this  vessel  springs  from  the  common 
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trunk  of  the  right  carotid  and  subcbrian  arteriea ;  at  is  the  kfe 
carotid  artery ;  b»  the  common  tnuik  of  the  right  aubdarian,  c^ 
and  carotid^  d ;  e,  the  trachea  and  fessel  mentimed,  which  ia  in- 
terposed where  the  trocar  passes  in  the  operation  for  tracheo- 
tomr. 

Ftg.  Sdy  exhibits  the  anterior  tibial  arterj^  c,  sent  oflF  higher 
than  usoal  from  the  popliteal  artery,  and  is  subjected  to  the  con- 
tinual pressure  of  the  popliteal  muscle,  a,  between  which,  and  the 
tibia,  d,  this  unusual  distribution  passes  to  its  destination.  Is 
aneurismal  affection  excited  by  such  circumstances  i 
Infirmary  Street^  EiMurgh^  1 
AffrU  15r^  18iS.  \ 


VI. 

On  Painfid  Suhcutamous  Tuberek.     By  WsLUiic  WooD>  Esq. 
Member  of  the  .Royal  College  of  Sui^eons^  Edinburgh. 

TaB  disease  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  comma* 
nication  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  mentioned  in  die 
writings  of  any  systematical  or  practical  author,  although  it  is 
not  a  very  unfreouent  occurrence,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  number 
of  cases  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seebg  within  the 
last  twehre  months.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of  atttn- 
rionj  both  from  the  serere  suffering  which  it  causes  to  the 
patient,  and  from  the  singularity  of  die  symptoms  to  which  it 
gires  rise. 

The  disease  to  which  I  allude,  consists  in  the  formation  of  a 
lump  or  tubercle,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular substance.  This  tubercle  is  met  with  in  diflerent  parts  ^ 
the  body,  but  most  frequently  in  the  extremities.  It  is  extreme- 
ly smalli  generally  of  die  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden- 
pea  ;  and  in  none  of  the  cases  of  which  I  hare  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  distinct  account,  larger  than  a  cofiee-bean.  It  is  of  a  firm 
conristence,  and  is  apparently  quite  circumscribed,  being  situated 
loosely  in  the  cellular  substance,  immediately  under  the  integu- 
mentSy  which  retain  their  naturad  colour  and  appearance. 

In  die  greater  propordon  of  cases,  there  is  no  visible  appear- 
ance  of  disease  whatever,  and  it  is  only  when  the  surgeon  applies 
his  finger  to  a  pardcular  spot  pointed  out  by  the  padent,  that  he 
becomes  sensible  of  the  caistence  of  the  tubercle.   In  some  few 
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cases,  boverer,  although  small,  it  is  so  superficially  seated  as  to 
forpi  a  YisiUt  pfomiiiau%« 

As  in  aU  the  cases  vith  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  tubercle 
h94  attaiiVNl  nearly  its  foil  growth  before  its  pvesanoe  was  d/^ 
tected,  I  am  unable  to  bxj^  whether  it  is  origtnally  of  slow  or  oC 
rapid  formaticm,  but  huTing  acquired  a  oertain  siae,  it  Tematine 
nearly  stationary,  undergoing  hardly  any  perceptible  increase  ot 
bii{K»  even  in  tlie  course  of  a  great  many  years ;  nor  does  it  eves 
shew  any  tendency  to  a£Rsct  either  the  sUn  or  sunoundii^  cd-» 
Ittlar  substance*  In  one  only  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  oeen, 
or  of  whose  disease  I  have  procured  an  account,  has  there  bees 
found  more  than  one  of  these  tubercles,  and  in  that  person  thele 
were  present  no  fewer  than  three  at  the  same  time. 

Trifling  as  the  diseased  part  is,  in  point  of  size  and  appear* 
ance,  tt  becomes  the  cause  ox  very  severe  and  even  of  eicraciatin||^ 
pain*  So  strongly  is  this  pain  represented  by  the  patients,  that 
we  might  be  apt  to  imagine  their  statement  ezaggeratedy  did  we 
not  find  them  all  concurring  in  the  same  representation,  and 
most  of  them  willing  to  submit  to  any  operation  that  may  be 
necessary  to  remove  die  cause  of  their  pain.  Two  women  m 
the  lower  rank  of  life  came  to  me,  even  from  a  distance  of  above 
SO  miles,  to  have  a  consultation  about  this  disease,  and  both 
of  them  expressed  their  willingness  to  submit  to  any  temporary 
pain,  however  severe,  which  might  remove  their  oomplaint%    . 

The  pau  to  which  this  disease  gives  rise,  is  extremely  acute 
in  the  tubercle,  and  extends  from  it  to  a  considerable  distanoe 
abng  the  neighbouring  parts;  it  is  not  constant,  but  occurs  in 
paroxysms*  In  general,  at  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysi^, 
the  pain  is  slight,  but  gradually  incseaaes  till  it  becomes  excm* 
ciatiqgly  severe,  and  it  goes  off  in  the  same  gradual  manner^ 
leaving  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tubercle,  for  soode 
time  afterwards,  sore  to  tlM  touch,  as  if  they  had  -  been  bruised. 
The  faioxysms  vary  in  duration  from  ten  minutes  to  upwards  of 
two  hours  $  but  they  seem  to  incresse  both  in  frequency  and 
seveiky,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  disease  has  ex- 
isted. 

Some  of  the  patients  have  occasional  intervals  of  ease  for 
days  or  even  weeks ;  in  others  the  paroxysms  occur  several  times 
in  the  course  of  one  day.  They  generally  come  on  spontaneousc 
ly  ;  but  in.  one  of  the  cases  which  I  met  with,  they  were  some^ 
timcs  induced  bv  the  friction  of  die  clothes  along  the  surface  of 
the  tubercle.  They  frequently  attack  the  patient  when  asleep,  in 
which  case  he  is  suddenly  awoke  by  the  severity  of  the  pain.   > 

The  degree  of  pain  produced  by  touohing  tlie  tubercle  is  dif- 
ferent in  different  cases,  all  the  patients  whom  I  have  examined 
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allowing  it  to  be  freely  handled,  m  kt  mr^mmf  siau^  mkhmi  feel* 
kig  flmoi  uneaeiaeet,  bnt  comptataJBg  of  groat  aggfavation  oi 
the  pain^  fton  ekfacr  the  tubesole  or  asnoundtiig  tksA  beiog 
creii  eli^itly  eooehcd  during  tbepmmtftm.  Acute  pain  is  pRxku- 
cod  at  all  times,  bf  the  tobeicie  being  aooidentaHyettwk  agasast 
Wf  kafd  eobetance.  One  ladv,  of  whoee  caae  I  shall  give  a  do* 
tailed  ocQounttConceiTCS  that  the  eenttbility  of  the  tuberdeis  ana* 
tcrially  affected  bf  every  change  m  the  weather,  whether  fron 
heat  to  coMf  or  from  cold  to  heat.  Several  of  thepatieoto  havo 
atatedy  that  they  are  aonsible  of  an  increaie  is  the  sise  of  the 
tubercle  during  the  aHaek  ^  pmn^  and  mmho  of  dnm  haveoe^ 
castoaally  obtcmd,  at  the  tame  timei  a  degree  of  dkoolocation 
of  {the  enn  coveviag  h,  which  becaau  of  a  purplith  or  bluirfi 
cast ;  and  akhongh  I  have  had  no  oppottiu^  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  of  these  statemenss  from  my  own  obeeiivaiiony  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  aeciuracy. 

It  is  a  singwlsg  arcttmstance,  that  in  all  the  cases  which  have 
come  to  my  Knowledge,  with  pedbaps  one  exception,  this  spedta 
of  tubercle  occurred  in  females.  It  does  not  appear  ta  be  con* 
fined  to  any  particular  age,  but  it  is  fteqnently  met  vrith.  ar  an 
carlv  period  of  life,  and  I  have  known  it  remain  neaaly  unchong^ 
od  tor  upwaida  of  eighteen  yean. 

From  the*  very  severe,  and  almost  constant  snfieriag  to  wbidt 
die  patient  ia  exposed,  tbe-mberoie  fitequently  becomes  the  sid>> 
jeet  of  operation,  and  fortunately  it  may  be  eatirpated  with  pe» 
feet  safety,  no  unpleasant  symptcmi  having  ever,«so.  far  as  I  know, 
been  prodnce4  by  the  opeeation.  The  patient  becomes  fese 
fffOfli  all  pain  and  oneaakiess  as  soon  as  the  tubercie  is  removed^ 
and,  so  far  ae  experience  yet  goes«  there  seems  to  be  no  tnndett^ 
cy  to  a  fetnm  of  the.disease.  In  removing  the  toberde,  it  is 
found  to  bo  quite  detached  fram  die  integuments,  and  to  be 
but  loosely  connected  with  the  summnding  ceilufair  anbstanee; 
both  of  whioh  are,  to  all  appeamnoe,  perfectly  sound.  From  this 
oiffcumstance  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  away  any  portion  of  the 
akin,  and  only  a  very  inconsiderable  quantity  of  the  ceUnlar 
membrane.  The  wound  feequenthr  heals  by  the  first  intention, 
and,  even  in  those  cases  in  which  suppuration  takes  pfarae,  the 
aire  is  seldom  pvokinged  for  anv  oonsideraUe  length  of  tima 
On  dividing  the  tubercle  with  the  bnifey  after  it  has  been  naaofrp 
ed  from  the  body,  it  is  found  to  be  of  a  pretty  firm  eoneistence^ 
and  it  exhibitaan  uniform structnre,  somewhat  resembling cart»» 
hge  in  appeaianoe,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so  hard. 

I  shall  new  pvoceed  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  cases, 
from  winch  the  abmre  history -of  the  disease  has  been  dmwn  np. 

Case  l.-~Miss  j  a  lady  of  about  30  years  of  age,  con 
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tolted  my  ftther,  in  the  year  1809,  on  acconnt  of  three  tuberdes, 
rather  smaUer  than  garden-peas,  situated  superficially  under  the 
integuments  over  the  upper  part  of  the  gluteus  mazimus  muscle. 
Time  weve'placed pretty  near  each  other;  they  were  quite  move- 
able, and  the  skin  covenng  them  was  of  natural  colour  and  ap« 
I^rance.  She  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  extremely  acute 
pain  in  these  little  tumours,  which  extended  from  them  to  a 
considerable  distance  along  the  neighbouring  parts.  These  at- 
tacks^ sometimes  occurred  spontaneously,  but  were  frequently 
also  brought  on  by  the  f  rictiim  of  her  clothes  aloQg  the  tuber* 
cles.  She  was  recommended  to  try  the  topical  application  of 
mercurial  ointment,  but  diis  not  being  productire  ol  .any  relief, 
ahe  most  anxiously  desired  the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts. 
The  three  tubercles,  along  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  in* 
teffumepts  and  of  the  ceUular  substance,  were  removed  by  my 
fattier,  by  two  incisions.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  in- 
tention, and  the  lady  has  never  since  had  any  uneasiness  or  re* 
turn  of  her  disease. 

Case  n. — Bbttt  Huhtsr,  a  poor  woman,  above  seventy  years 
of  age,  came  in  autumn  bst  from  a  distance  of  above  tlurty  miles, 
to  have  a  consultation  about  a  small  tubercle  of  the  size  and  form 
of  a  flattened  garden-pea^  situated  superficially  under  the  skin,  a 
little  above  the  inner  side  of  the  right  knee,  lliem  was  no  vi- 
aible  appearance  of  disease  on  lobkmg  at  the  afiected  limlfi  the 
akiia  waa  of  natural  colour  and  appearance.  The  tabeick  vras 
quite  dtOMnsfiibedand  very  moveable. '  When  shft  afplioA  to 
me  for  advice,  siie 9mkitmmM.wffmmjmmmg^ dwca  woqian,  at 
lier  time  of  life,  should  have  come.aach  a  di«»ce,  on  account 
c»f  what  would  appear  to  me  a  perfect  trifle,  but  that  trifling  as 
the  little  knot  might  appear,  it  rendered  her  life  miserable,  Jfrom 
the  excessive  pain  to  which  it  gave  rise  ;  and  she  added,  that 
ahe  would  sulunit  most  willingly  to  any  operation  I  might  pro* 
pose,  that  would  remove  her  disease.  She  informed  me  tlut  it 
was  upwards  of  18  years  since  she  first  observed  the  little  lump, 
aud  there  was  hardiy  any  perceptible  increase  in  its  size  since 
that  time, — that  it  had  not  given  her  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
till  within  18  months,  at  which  time  she  had  become  subject  to 
occasional  attacks  of  severe  pain  in  the  tubwcle,  extending  from 
it  to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  thigh  and  leg  i  that,  for 
some  time  back,  she  had  had  regularly  one  paroxysm  in  the  course 
of  every  24  hours,  which  came  on  sometimes  during  the  day, 
and  ^  others  during  the  night  i  that  these  paroxysms  originally 
continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  but  had  gradually  increased  id 
upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half^  and  had  become  excruciatingly  se« 
"sre.    She  enjoyed  perfect  ease  in  the  intervals  between  the  pa* 
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roxysms.  She  nerer  perceived,  at  any  time,  any  akeration indie 
colour  or  appearance  of  the  skin.  She  allowed  the  taaKnir  to  be 
freely  handled,  without  complaintng  o£  much  uneasiness.  ^ 

Having  pinched  up  the  tubercle,  I  cut  it  our,  along  with  a  por-  * 
tion  of  the  integuments,  and  afterwards  .removed  a  quantity  of  • 
the  contiguous  <xUular  membrane.    Pftrtly.firom  having  removisd 
so  much  of  the  cellular  subtCanoe,  and  pnAably  in  part  from  die 
languor  of  the  circulation  at  her  advanced  period'of  life,  adhesion 
did  not  take  place,  and  the.  wound  assumed  an  indc^nt  appear- 
ance.   By  means  of  poultices,  however,  and  stimulating  applica^  - 
tionsy  it  waa  brought  into  a  stale  of  auppuration,  and  was  healed 
up  in.the  course  of  15  or  16  days.  <  The  skin  and  cellular  sub-  ^ 
stance  which  I  had  removed^  were,  on  examJoation,  found  to  all 
appearance  perfectly  sound.    She  has  had  no  return  of  her 
disease. 

r  . 

Case  III.— MnsCaAiG^  about  88  years  of  age,  came  to  me  in 
Ma^  last,  from  a  considerable  distance  in  Fife,  on  account  of  a 
tubercle  of  the  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden*pea^  situated 
immediately  under  the  ricin  over  the  middle  of  ithe  right  legy  on ' 
its  outer  side.    It  felt  firm  but  'moveable,  and  the  skin  reuiaed 
its  natural  cokwr  and  appearance.    Above  seven  years  previoua 
to  my  seeing  her,  she  had  become  svbjeet  to  frequent  atucks  of  • 
pain  in  the  right  leg,  and  soon  afterwaida  she  accidentally  dis-  • 
covered  the  little  knot,  which,  bad  uodeigDiic  very  litde  altenl*^ 
tion  in  size  from  that  time.    For. several. years  bactshe  had^ 
been  subjea  to  several  p^roaysns.of  pain  in  the  course  of  every 
24  hours,  varying  in  duratioB  fmn  10  minutes  to  nearly  three  > 
quarters  of  an  hoar ;  these  die  aaid  had  become  esquisitely  severe;  * 
they  frequendy  attacked  her -when  asleep,  in-  which  case  she 
suddenly  aWoke  in  a  Aight,  and  ooeaMonally  found  that  she  waa 
screaming  out  from  the  severity  of  the  pain.    The  pain  was  not 
confined  to  the  tuberde,  but  axtended  to  some  distance  both  up 
and  down  the  leg.    By  her  account,  the  tubercle  fiequendy  be«-^ 
came.«iii%  ificreasid-  in  size  durmg  tbi  fanxpmf  and  ehe  ekin» 
covering  it,  somedmesatthe  came  time,  assumed  a  purplish  or  ^ 
bluish  hue.    The  paroajsms  had  been^  gradnally  incteasin|;  both 
in  frequeocy  and  seventy.    I  femoved  the  tnbeitle,  withont 
taking  away  any  part  of  the  integuments,  and  a  very  small  por« 
tion  only  of  ceUular  substance.  At  the  first  removal  of  the  adbe* 
sive  straps,  the  divided  parts  were  found  to  have  adhered,  bat 
there  was  a  slight  discharge  of  pus  from  Ae.  surface  of  the 
wound  for  ten  or  twelve  days«    She  has  not.  eacperienoed  the 
slightest  uneasiness  since  the  operation. 

Case  IV.  Mrs ,  a  lady  of  about  SO  years  of  age,  more 
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tharr  l^  year?  ago  became  8«b|eo<  to  frequent  attaokt  tof  |Mua  tit 
the  right  am»  which  were  supposed  to  arise  from  rheaniatiuii. 
On  this  account  blisters  and  other  remedies  were  employ«d»  bat 
without  any  advantage.  Some  yea«s  afteTwaidi  she  accideotaily  ^ 
discoycYed  a  small  lump,  adMMit  the  slz^  pf  a  small  garden  pea, 
under  the  skin,  on  the  middle  und  outer  pulrt  6f  the  right  aniL 
At  this  time  the  attacks  of  j^u  were  freyenti  thefutin  wds  very 
acute,  both  m  die  tubercle,  and  in  the  surreundii^;  parts  upwards 
nearly  to  the  shoulder,  and  dbwnwaids  fo  the*  nnge^';  these 
parts  felt  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  after  the.paraxyam  had 

fone  off;  she  occasionally  also  felt  a- degree  of  numhoeesia  the 
Hgers  of  the  right  hand.  She  was  ordered  the  topical  uae  of 
mercurial  ointment,  but  was  at  tjie  same  time  recommended,  if  she 
did  not  soon  get  finre  of  pain,  tolhave  the  d^eascd  paxt  cut  out 
She  conceived  that  she  derived  some  advantage  from  the  oint- 
ment; at' least  after  its  employment,  the  pain  no  longer  extended 
downwards  towards  the  hand,  although  it  remaiAti  cqtfaUy  se- 
vere in  the  tubercle  itself,  and-  in  the  upper  part  of  the  amou  I 
saw  this  lady  a  few  days  ago  \  die  informs  me  that  she  is  ne- 
ver 24  hours  free  from  an  attack  of  pain,  whidi  lasts  from  half  an 
hour  to  nearly  an  hour ;  that  it  is  slight  at  the  commencement  of 
the  paroxysm,  but  gradnally  increases  until  it  becomes  exteaaively 
severe,  and  after  it  has' begun  to  abate  it  goes  off  gradually.  The 
pdn,  during  the  paroxysm,  extends  a  good  way  .ij^  die  arm* 
which  remains  sore  to  the  touch  foe  soihe  time  afterwaitls,  A1- 
though  she  complains,  of  no  uneastneis  ou  the  tubercle  beiK^ 
freely  handled,  m  Ms  onlmary  siaU,  exquisite  p«n  is  tfate  c^ose- 
tfatncc  of  either  the  tubetcle  or -surrounding  .skin  bring  to«rhed 
even  in  the  slightest  manner,  ^irrMy  tkt  fm^xttm.  She  suya  sbe 
does  nor  think'  it  possible  for  any  person  who  has  not  expeiicsnced 
the  pain  of  this  disease  to  form  any  idea  of  its.  severity.  The 
piaroxysnis  freqfuently  awake  her  from  sleep.  There  i»  no  iriatbk 
aippearaace  of  disease  on  looking  at  the  arm,  but  when  the  pani-' 
cular  spot  is  pointed  out,  a  tob^de  a  iittle  larger  than  a  flatten- 
ed garden-pcsH  and  mort  of  an  oval  fonn,as  felt  r^ii^  very  m^ 
^rficiatly  tinder  the  integuments,  which  she  has  never  olMMvcd 
to  undergo  any  change  in  ooioor  or  appearance.  She  .ifaiAh&  the 
tubercle' a  Httle  larger  than  when  At  first  pefc<fivi:d  tti  ahe  ia> 
forms  me  that  it  appears  to  her  to  be  increaaedin  sixe  dmtnmg  A 
pairoMyimf  or  at  lease  that  it  becomes,,  at  that  timet  more  anper- 
flcial  than  usual,  although  never  visibly  ptominent. 
'  These  are  the  only  cases  of  the  diwaie  which  I  have  met  with 
ill  private  practice;  I  had  an  opportunity,  however,  of  seeing  ano- 
ther case  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  coarse  of  last  siaaaaaer* 
The  patient  was  under  the  care  of  my  friendi  Mr  Newbigging, 
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one  of  the'sargeotis'  to  that  lnatittttita»  wkL  whose  penxiiMcm  t 
inaert  the  hiixory  of  the  case. 

Case  V. — <<  Margaret  Olitbr,  xtat  29.  June  20th  1.81  i. 
Abbut  the  middle  of  the  left  leg,  over  the  gastitenemius  ezternus  - 
muscle,  is  a  small  moveable  tumour,  atx)Ut  the  size  and  shape  ' 
of  a  garden  pea  flattened,  and   of  a  firm  consistence.     It  is 
situated  immediately  below  the  integuments,  which  are  not  in  the 
least  discoloured.    She  describes  the  pain  as  shooting  from  the 
part  lo  the  knee  and  upwards,  at  times  so  exquisite  that  she  can ' 
scarcely  bear  it,  particularly  when  the  limb  is  cold,  and  has  re-* 
mained  for  some  time  at  rest ;  it  is  always  relieved  bv  rubbing 
the  part,  and  by  the  application  of  heat ;  says,  that  during  the 
summer  months  she  scarcely  ever  feels  it,  and  her  walking  is ' 
not  in  the  least  impeded  by  it.     Her  general  health  has  been  ra- 
ther indifierent  for  some  years  past,  which  she  ascribes  to  her 
rest  in  the  fore  part  of  the  nieht,  during  the  winter  months,  be- ' 
ing  so  frequently  interrupted  by  the  p;iin  of  the  limb.     When 
she  first  felt  it,  which  is  between  ten  and  twelve  vears  ago,  the' 
knot  was  about  the  size  of  a  pin*s  head  ;  sinCe  then  it  has  been 
slowly  and  gradually  increasing.    Knows  no  cause  for  the  com- 
plaint, and  has  used  no  remedies  except  fomenting  die  part  vritlx 
vinegar  about  tvro  years  ago,  which  procured  no  reKef. 

••June  22. — ^The  tumour  was  removed  to-day,  which  on  exami- 
nation was  found  to  be  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  garden-pea,' 
of  a  bard  uniform  texture,  and  resemUing  cartilage.  The  part, 
was  dressed  with  strap  and  bandage. 

•<  June  24.— Last  night  the  straps  were  removed  oii  account.' 
of  the  pain  they  occasioned*  The  edges  of  the  wound  had  be* 
oome  inflamed,  swelled,  and  matter  had  begun  to  be  secreted.  An 
emollient  poultice  was  applied. 

•<  June  SO. — liad  for  two  days  slight  febrile  symptoms,  which 
are  now  gone ;  leg  is  looking  better ;  inflammation  gone. 

«•  July  2.<^pismissed  cured.*' 

These  five  are  all  the  cases  in  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
•f  seeing  the  patient,  and  examining  the  diseased  part  ^  but  being 
sKixious  to  give  as  full  and  accurate  account  as  possible  of  the 
symptoms  and  progress  of  this  singular  species  of  tubercle,  I  ap« 
plied  to  my  medical  friends  for  information  on  the  subject,  and 
two  of  them.  Professor  Thomson  and  Mr  Newbigging,  havebeen 
kiiHl  enough  to  favour  me  with  a  very  distinct  account  of  the'' 
disease,  as  it  occurred  in  patients  wha  had  c6me  under  their  care 
ia  private  practice.  Cases  VI.  and  Vil.  we¥e  drawn  up  for  me 
by  Professor  lliomson,  and  Case  VIII.  by  Mr  Newbigging. 

Case  VI.— -<•  Mrs  A.  a  lady  of  about  39  yettfs  of  age,  consuIted^ 
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^me'severai  yean  ago,  on  account  of  a  small  tnbeicle  imdertbe 
skin,  on  the  middle  and  outer  part  of  the  left  fore-am.  It  was  a- 
bout  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  was  moveablei  and  in  general  withoot 
pain.  '  At  ttmeSi  faowevert  it  was  so  exquisitely  painful,  ^t  she 
said  she  was  unable  to  endure  it  The  attacks  of  pain  came  pa 
chiefly  in  the  night-time,  and  deprived  her  often  of  her  sieep. 
The  pain  at  these  times  extended  downwards  to  the  Sngers^  and 
upwards  to  the  shoulder.  I  advised  extirpation,  which  wa»  ac- 
cordingly done,  but  had  no  opportunity  of  afterwards  examining 
the  structure  of  the  tubercle.  This  lady  has  ever  since  contioMcd 
free  from  pain. 

Case  VII.— *<  Mrs  C.  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  about  57  years 
of  age,  has  a  small  tubercle  about  the  size  of  a  coffee-bean,  situ- 
ated  immediately  under  and  now  attached  to  the  skta  on  the  to- 
side  of  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  This  tubercle  is  in  general  aritb- 
oiit  pain,  though  at  times  it  becomes  exquisitely  painful,  b 
began  about  ten  years  ago,  soon  after  she  happened  by  a  violent 
effort  to  rupture,  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  gastrocnemius  musck 
of  the  leg,  near  to  the  place  where  it  is  situated.  This  lady  alwaf 
feels  pain  in  the  tubercle  for  some  time  before  and  after  changes 
of  weather  take  place,  whether  these  changes  be  from  heat  to  cold 
or  from  cold  to  heat.  During  the  periods  of  pain,  which  often 
Ust  for.  some  days^  the  skn  surrounding  the  tubercle  becomes 
exquisitely  sensible  to  a  considerable  distance  from  it ;  the  veins 
of  the  leg  swell,  and  the  tubercle  itself  has  a  slight  blush  of  red. 
I  have  repeatedly  advised  extirpation,  but  have  not  been  able  to 
prevail  on  her  to  submit  to  it.** 

Case  VIII.— «  A  married  lady,  about  40  years  of  age,  bai  a 
small  moveable  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  garden-pea,  upon  tbe 
outside  of  the  right  arm,  a  little  above  the  elbow,  seated  immedi- 
ately below  the  skin.  She  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  se- 
vere pain  in  the  tumour,  shooting  to  the  points  of  the  fingers,  and 
to  the  shoulders.  The  durution  of  these  attacks  varied  much, 
but  they  seldom  lasted  for  a  shorter  time  than  three  or  four  hours 
and  sometimes  the  pain  was  little  absent  for  several  days  together. 
The  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  also  varied  much,  being 
sometimes  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  at  others  not  more  than  24 
houn.  She  remarked  that,  although  the  skin  was  of  its  natural 
appearance,  and  not  at  all  elevated,  during  tie  intervals  of  tau^ 
ji^  it  assumed  a  bliie  or  purplish  coloutt  and  was  visibly  ejevated 
bj  the  tumour  during  the  fit  of  pain*  She  was  not  aware  of  any 
cause  which  excited  the  paroxysm,  but  during  its  presence  the  suf- 
fering was  much  increased  by  the  tumour  being  touched.  Her 
aueqtim  was  fir^tdra^wn  to  the  ^stenf^e  of  the  tu^iou^  ^n  y^^ 

ago, 
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.•go»1>7tlieiiain,  whithrlwii  retMibM  tbe  senntioii  asif  tl» 
part  bad  bco)  pricked  by  a  needle.  The  paroxysms  were  at  that 
time  slight  and  rare^  bat  in  a  shoct  time  they  beoune  more  severe^ 
and  ocean ed  nearly  in  ihe  same  degree  for  die  last  A%  or  eight 
years.  She  remarked  no  change  on  the  size  of  the  tomonr  from 
the  time  she  first  observed  i(»  till  it  was  cut  out  about  a  year  ago. 
The  wound  healed  readily,  and  she  has  not  had  the  slightest  un- 
easiness since  the  operation." 

It  will  be  remarked,  that  in  all  these  eight  cases*  this  disease 
occurred  in  females.  In  addition  to  them,  however^  I  have  to 
mention,  that  my  friend  Mr  Gillespie  informs  me,  that  several 
years  ago  he  had  an  oM  man  under  his  care,  in  Gillespie's  hos- 
pital, who  had  a  small  tumour  under  the  skin  of  one  of  his  cbeeks» 
fadier  larger  than  a  coffee-bean  \  that  he  remembers  his  occa- 
aionallr  complaining  of  very  severe  pain  in  it,  which  extended 
.  towanU  the  eye  and  ear  \  that  the  pain  sometimes  left  him  en» 
tirely  for  several  week8,aftcr  which  it  would  return  in  severe  |it» 
tacks,  lasting  with  little  intermission  for  several  days.  This  n«n 
fanagined  the  tumour  to  be  enlarged  dunng  the  conttnuance  of 
the  pain.  These  are  all  the  particulars  of  ms  comprint  which  I 
have  been  able  to  procure,  as  Mr  GiUespie  had  not  kept  any 
notes  of  it.  I  think,  however,  from  this  account,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  was  of  the  same  nature  with  the  disease  whidi 
I  have  just  described,  and  which,  for  wiant  of  a  better  name,  I 
have  denominated  Pair^  suhutantaur  UttatcU, 
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Jlri  those  Diseases  att Muted  to  Mercurial  Action  on  the  igstemM 
ihe  Ihtman  Bodj^  fecuharlj  and  exdussvely  generated  by  it?  'Bf 
Colin  Chisholm,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c  ftc.  of  Bristol  and 
Clifton. 

<'  Prajudicik  faith  menf  libert,  fadljiis,  Mciiuqoe  progrsdistttr  ia  sequiraa. 
da  vera  mcdiciiuK  notitis.  Sylvius* 

1m  endeavouring  to  account  for  die  efficacy  of  mercury  in  those 
-*'  diseases  of  the  human  bodv  to  which  it  ts  found  applicable,  it 
must  always  be  had  in  view,  tnat  its  mode  of  action  diners  accord* 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  constitutional  idio* 
syncrasy  of  the  body  labouring  under  it.  Those  animal  apecU 
TC  poisons  which  produce  disease  by  their  power  of  aseimalatioOy 


s$  sjrphilitic  Timsy  etpdrmtce  in  meitiiry  an  atitMotal  quafity, 
or  a  quality,  which,  by  accumulacian  and  decomposition,  destroys 
the  xiisease  wlucb  die  poison  has  produced  by  assimilation.  This 
seceiYet  proof  from  we  wcU-esubltalied  fact,  tfiat  the  virus  of 
^yphiiis  can  be  destroyed  only  by  the  gradual  introduction  of  a 
large  quantity  of  mercury.  The  melanchdy  eil^ts  of  this  vims 
mostoertaanfy  have  proceeded  -from  this  principle  hairing  been 
imperfectly  or  very  little  understood.  Those  diseases  whose  basb 
or  proximate  caisse  13  iniiammation,  are  acted  on  by  mercury 
'Hery  difli?rentiy.  Often  a  small  quantity  proves  suficient,  pro- 
triding  die  salivary  ghmds  ave  afi«cted  by  it ;  and  it  is  a  curioos 
tet,  <l»tj  as  is^  tte  intenseness  of  the  inflammatory  diathesis,  so 
is  the  qaantity  of  aoercory  necessary  to  subdue  k.  It  is,  however, 
in  an  inverse  ratio.  Thus  pneumonic,  hepatic,  vplenic,  nephri- 
tic, ophthalmic,  vesical,  lumbar,  tradieal,  aithritic,  and  even  utcv 
•SBie.iiAmraations,  genei^y  yield  to  a  small  quantity  of  mercu- 
-ryt -if  judioiooriy  combined  with  depletory  means,  (bleeding  and 
fmrgsng).  Thus  synoohus,  and  all  the  tribe  of  remittents  and  in- 
'tennittcnts,  more  certainly  if  symptomatic^  which  they  general- 
lyasre»  of  organic  inflammarion,  yield  in  the  same  manner,  with  less 
«Bployment  of  depletory  means,  more  especially  bleeding.  Thus 
too  typhus  and  pestilential  fevers  in  general,  including plagoeit- 
self,  are  subdued  by  this  medicine  more  freely  adminisfeved,  but 
.without  doj^orv  means,  eieept  such  as  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
sufficiently  soluble  state,  and  lessen  determination  of  Mood  to 
the  brain,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease  *.    In  all  these, 

the 

*  I  do  not  here  notice  the  powerful  remedy,  affusion  of  cold  water,  and 
chiefly  becauie  its  curative  effect  in  feven,  symptomatic  of  congestion  or  local 
inflammation,  has  not  been  sufficiently  ascertained*  The  authority  of  my  late 
highly  respected  friead,  Dr  Currie,  would  be  amply  sufficient,  were  it  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  it  in  a  discussion  which  relates  only  to  the  action  of 

•  ttsteary  ia  the  diseases  mentioned.    A  lai^  discharge  of  blood  at  the  very 
.  ^set  of  typhus,  has,  in  the  hand»  of  some  ingenious  and  judiciously  bold  prac- 
titioners, arrested  the  disease  at  once ;  and  no  doubt  by  instantly  obviating  the 

-  Sflect  df  dstenBination  of  Mood  to  the  brain.  Dr  Felix,  Medical  Superintend' 
cnt  of  the  dep6t  of  French  prisoners  at  Stapleton,  in  this  neighbourhood,  .'most 
happily  put  this  to  the  test  of  experience  in  the  year  1809.  During  this  ^ear, 
a  teirer  of  the  typhoid  character,  appeared  very  estenstvcly  among  the  pnson- 

"  ■  ert.  The  principal  remedy  eropToyed  by  thu  skilful  and  accurate  observer,  was 
dtpdAkniyby  opening  the  temporal  arteiy,  and  abstracting  t  brge  quantity  bf 
blood.     1  his  he  auured  me  removed  the  disease,  often  without  any  other  le- 

,  jQ|edy4f  importance,  at  the  end  of  S4  hniin,  if  adopted  immediately  at  the  ac- 

'  cession  of  the  svm^ms.  He  observed,  however,  that  from  the  peaafiar  dr- 
cumstances  of  the  situation  of  the  prisoners,  there  was  more  inflammaroiy  dia- 

•  Uiesis  at  the  commencement  of  this  fever,  than  usually  occurs.    The  cnnciim- 

•  stanoas  aUudedto,  nendered  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  neccssarfly  crowded, 
and  generated  in  their  roomb  duSng  theiaght,  when  all  ixrere  shut  Ufs  a  degree 
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the  acdoQ  of  mercury  seems  to  be  confined  to-the-ghndttlar  and 
lymphatic  system  ^  when  obstruction  ie  removed,  die  inflamma^ 

tory 


of  heat  fully  equal  to  iO0««  which  in  the  roonuqgj  on  ofuipg  the  doors  and 
window!,  vas  suddenly  followed  by  a  considerable  degree  of  cold  s  want  of  suf* 
ficient  ventilation}  joined  to  this  caus^  gave  nse  to  typhus  with  oi^anic»  chiefly 
cerebral,  congestion. 

It  nay  seem  exiraflfdinary»  dkat  arthritic  idbttnnations  are  here  classed  a- 
moag  those  on  which  anerairial  actinn  has  curative  eflect.  But  it  is  neverthe* 
less  oiost  true^  when  these  inflammatioas  attack  particular  of^gans,  the  liver 
and  kidneys  more  especially^  mercurial  pcj^alism  roost  efiectualiy  remove! 
them,  and  restores  the  ptient  to  a  sUte  of  general  health,  infinitdy  superior 
to  wlot  he  had  enjoyed  before*  Only  three  cases  of  this  kindhave  occurred 
to  me  since  I  began  piaetioe  here,  bot  they  have  been  of  a  decisive  natere* 
In  one  of  thes^  the  eau  mediciaale  d'Uusson  incautioaslf  ,  or  too  long  used» 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  arthritic  hepatitis  and  nephritis  in  the  same  pa« 
tient,  and  I  firmly  believe  the  event  would  have  been  fatal,  but  for  the  mercuri- 
al action. 

I  wn  Innginclioed  to  bdieve,  that  all  the  forms  of  hysteria  depended  on  a  lo* 
cal  causey  and  that  therefore  their  cure  might  be  effscted  by  mermry  carried 
to  pcyalism.^  During  the  three  last  years,  more  especially,  I  have  had  several 
proofs  of  this ;  for  althoueh  in  most  of  the  cases"  of  this  disease,  in  which  t 
liave  employed  mercury,  there  were  obscure  symptoms  of  hepathis,  which  in^ 
4lced  at  firtt  led  me  to  the  practice,  yet  those  of  hysteria  were  the  most  pro* 
sninent  and  the  most  permanent.  A  still  closer  attention  to  die  phenomena 
of  this  disease,  convinced  me,  that  the  principal  local  cause  was  cerebral  coni* 
pression,  the  consequence  of  morbid  determination  of  blood  to  the  head.  This 
bowevcr,  as  to  the  effect  of  mtrcury,  only  served  to  confirm  the  opinion  my 
preceding  obscsvatiun  had  suggested.  I  am  also  inclined  to  believe,  that  to* 
pica  used  with  caution  in  cases  g?  hysteria,  are  poweriiil  aids  to  mercury.  There 
are  certain  cbcumstances  of  the  animal  economy,  suffering  under  local  disease^ 
which  prevent  or  retard  the  action  of  mercury  in  stimulating  the  absorbents ; 
and  unless  these  are  counteracted  by  suitable  tonics,  merrury  will  not  exhibit 
its  usual  sanative  effect.  The  circumstances  I  allude  to  are  more  esperially 
nervous  excitement,  and  vascular  as  well  as  muscular  defaiiity»  both  jpsoceeding 
from  the  nature  of  the  disease,  hysteria.  This  state  is  the  atonic  of  Sauvages, 
Tom.  II.  p.  695,  so  well  described  thus  :  **  Laxitas  sen  atonia  partium  procedit 
a  ininori  fihrillanim  eas  componentium  cohsesioae ;  sive  iuidum  ipsis  spedfice 
levius  ipsis  interpositum  sit,  unde  tollitur  proximitas  ad  cohsesiooem  necessarian 
cum  vis  cohsesionis  cubo  proximitatis  respondeat,  hinc  laxitas  corporis  humans 
Dimlt)  talore  resoluti ;  sive  appressio  mutua'tibrilhrum  deftriat  ob  yasornm  in* 
anitjonem  sive  fluidi  ipsas  distensuri  defectum.  Sic  intelligimus  ab  alvi-fluxi- 
tiusy  sanguifluxibus,  abstincfntia  laxari  et  debilitari  vasa,  turn  totum  corpus :  ve- 
rum  sunt  aliae  laxitatis  causae  ad  debilitatem  referendae,  impetus  fluidi  nervei  et 
sanguinis  est  causa  canales  distendens ;  quippe  fiuidum  duplo  velochis  vas  flexV* 
bile  trajiciens  quadniplo  fortius  in  ejus  parietes  agit,  ergo  inertia,  languor,  tardi- 
:as  fluidi  nervei  nervis,  tarditas  sanguinis  sanguileris  vasis  atoniam  et  debilita- 
lem  conciliat."  There  are  some  general  anomalous  states,  the  prominent  fca« 
ruree  of  which  are  violent  action  of  the  arterial  coats,  and  equally  violent  add 
lud den  nervous  excitements,  all  proceeding  from  very  inadequate  causes,  which 
ind  a  ready  and  easy  solution  in  the  principle  stilted  by  Sauvages,  and  Which  I 
im  convinced  might  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  the  treatment  1  have  here 
>ropo8ed. '  It  was  on  this^principle  I  lately  recommended  a  mercurial  course 

with 
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tory  states  whether  local  or  general,  thence  resalting,  U  obviated. 
Thus  then  \:\  sjrphilis,  the  conTersion  of  the  animid  fluids  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  its  virus  constituting  the  disease,  the  coun- 
teraction of  this  by  an  antidotal  power  possessed  by  mercury,  is 
effected  when  a  sufficient  accumulation  of  that  power  b  obtained. 
But  in  topical  and  organic  inflammation,  and  fevers  symptomi- 
tic  of  them,  and  of  glandular  congestion,  nercmry  acts  not  ky 
an  antidotal,  but  by  a  stimulating  power  of  a  peculiar  luad,  ic^ 
dering  the  glands  and  lymphatics  permeabky  andeapriiie  of  per- 
ibrming  their  respective  functions.    Nor  does  scrofula,  erideot- 
Iv  a  glandular  disease,  constitute  any  objection  to  this  theory  of 
Uie  action  of  mercury  ^  for  scrofula  does  not  proceed  from  con- 
gestion, but  from  weak  action  of  the  glandular  system  f  that  is, 
the  inflammations  consequent  upon  glandular  congestion,  pro- 
ceed from  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  glands,  or  an  Infarc 
tion,  generally  the  result  of  violence  and  irregular  accelention  of 
the  propelling  power.    Scrofula,  on  the  contrary,  depends  not 
on  obstruction  from  accelerated  motion,  but  trom  diminished  ffio- 
tton  and  energy.    In  the  one,  the  cause  seem»  to  be  tumnltaoos 
propulsion  %  in  the  other,  unequal  or  interrupted  retardation.  It 
M  difficult  to  form  a  lively  conception  of  the  two  modes  of  ac* 
tion.  The  first,  in  short,  may  be  likened  to  a  swollen  flood,  dasb* 
ing  with  ahnost  overwhelming  violence  against  the  flood-gate 
place  to  restrain  it  \  mercury,  conjoined  with  depletory  means,  to 
the  mechanist  who  skilfully  restrains,  and  finally  subdues  it,  bj 
opening  an  aperture,  ptyalism,  calculated  for  the  gradual  traos^ 
mission  of  it.    The  second,  is  a  sullen  stagnant  pool,  which  in- 
fects the  vicinity  by  its  poisonous  exhalations  \  if  permitted  to 
BUnd,  depositing  fiJth  slowly  convertible  into  useful  soil;  or  if 
drained,  transmitting  a  turbid  oflfensive  stream.     The  tonic  treat- 
ment, with  the  occasional  aid  of  mercurial  stimulus,  alone  appl>- 
cabie  to  the  disease,  may  be  figured  bythe^plantations  of  succo- 
Jent  plants^  skilful  drainage,  and  filling  up  where  drainage  m^ 


with  natri|io]iis  die^  of  ^uumsl  food,  to  in  eminent  phyticuui  in  tfcii  t)^* 
tufljering  for  a  consideinble  time  under  the  state  above  described;  ^^j^ 
this  paper  ineet  hit  eye,  he  willi  1  doubt  not,  recognize  the  validity  of  the  gn«i» 
on  which  1  founded  my  opinion  and  advice.  ^ 

Wit|i  respect  to  the  eJBcacy  of  mercury  in  tyhocbiis,  for  many  y**?}?j 
17fi8,  1  have  constantly  and  u|i]ff>rmly  experienced  what  I  «*y*  ^Jrjj 
kyperbole,  caU  its  infcllibiUty.  In  ^he  js'p,  of  die  New  Medical  ^  "JJ^ 
Journal  ofix)pdon,  for  Sippt^nber  isii,  p.  39f,  there  is  a  case  of  gg^^  ^ 

stated   venr   cirrumittantiallv.   and   wKidi   tn-minatMl  fktallv.  the  tltltfl^    , 


the  fatal  evept.  In  this  viey^r,  it  is,  however,  highly  instnictivc.  "T'^^, 
tracted  case  of  this  kind,  local  or  organic  derangement  shinild  ^j?"^^ 
and  considered  as  the  idiopathic  disease,  and  the  judicioili  sdopdoBV  *  0>°^ 

rial  conreff  vnfl  rvmv^  r^vtatnlw  mrsfhw. 
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be  impracticable,  employed  for  the  destruction  of  such  noiious 
collections.  I  am  apprehensivei  that  no  adequate  idea  of  8cro» 
fula  can  be  formed  from  the  usual  theories  of  its  formation  and 
existence ;  nor  do  I  presume  to  hope  I  diall  have  ftiore  succtss ; 
but,  I  believe,  analogies  drawn  from  fkmiltar  objeas,  may  assist 
in  conveying  to  the  mind  a  less  complicated  conception  of  its  nt» 
nire  and  character  than  any  other  nK>de.  Dr  Morton,  probab^ 
the  best-informed  writer  on  the  subject,  ascribes 'Scrofula  to  a 
certain  acrimony  in  the  blood  ;  a,  cause  indefinite  certainly,  and 
perhaps  a  mode  of  speaking  without  meaning.  To  say^  howeveri 
that  this  disease  proceeds  from  weak  glandular  action,  seems  also 
an  objectionable  mode  of  accounting  for  it  $  for  weak  glandulai 
action  may  more  properly  be  considered  the  effect  of  some  pre* 
existing  cause,  than  a  cause  itself.  The  only  way  the  difficulty 
can  be  removed,  I  apprehend,  is  to  coiisider  ceruin  bodies  pos« 
sesscd  of  a  less  perfect  glandular  construction  than  others,  and 
that,  in  the  former,  the  secretory  and  excretory  processes  areiesi 
regularly  and  less  perfectly  carried  on  than  in  the  latter.  Thia 
physical  malconformation  may  be  the  scrofulous  diathesis -of 
Morton  and  other  physicians ;  a  diathesis  which,  therefore,  may 
exist  without  the  pre -existence  of  acrimony,— in  the  habit  at  least. 
Under  this  view  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  the  character  of  the 
disease  drawn  by  Morton  is  intelligible,  and  enables  his  reader  to 
form  a  very  precise  and  adequate  conception  of  the  manner  in 
which  scrofulous  affections  are  produced.  ^  Iti  scrophulcu 
enim  diathesi  sanguis  oh  pr^ttrnaiuralem  acrimonutm  jam  tmnqumm 
toagulatus  atque  adeo  novum  chylum  non  potens  perfecfe'sibi  eft 
partibus  solidis  adunire,  solet  eum  in  circulatione  copiosius  quam 
par  est  deponere  in  partes  glandulosas;  ubi  vascula  fion  proce^ 
duntrectis  lineis,  ut  in  musculis,  verun  spiratim  v^  quo  fit  ut 
sanguis  majorem  remoram,  et  stagnationem  in  his  qu;im  in  cob* 
teris  partibus  efficeri  soleat,  atque  adeo  secretionern  succi  nutritii 
magis  copiosam  }  quo  fit  quod  istse  p^tes  plusquim  cseterse  in« 
tomescere  ct  durescere  apt*  sunt  partse**  (jl.  Mortotu  Ojiera 
Med.  Amstelod.  1696,  Tom.  I.  p.  liO,  115).  Thr  acrimony  of 
Mosioaia  the  occasion  J  or  ..c&trifisic^causejjmiilconformation 
the  predisponent  or  internal,  the  partes  aptse  riaix  *. 

If  tlie  theory,  thus  shortly  and  imperfectly  stated,  be  admitted^ 

it 


•**  Hippocrates  seems  to  have  entertained  pretty  mnch  tlie  same  tlieory  of 
•crotyar-^uam  vero  proprio  morbo  segrotant  (glandul*)  (nam  paron  Amn 
com,  rdiquo  corpse  «grotamX  morbt  tubereola  fiunt,  cc  strarnn  ««<fitl»<i«snlt. 
ant,^  et  tebris  corpus  occupit.  Peipetiuntar  autem  hsec  nbi  Inimiditaie  rqtese 
faerint  ex  reliquo  cor^^^  u^  ipsas  infiaente.  Influit  aotem  ex  rcli^uo  corpore 
per  venasy  que  per  ipsas  extentse  sunt  mnhse  et  cav«,  nt  Irameir  qnuettoquo 
iailNiea)  tnuceriat  facile  in  ipsat  se^batnr."— ^De  Glsadiil^  C.  t. 
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it.irill  foUwr,  dut  the  aclioii  of  mctcvry  on  the  human  syttem, 
amst  4«Wate  firom  that  whtdi  is  peculiar  to  it,  according  to  the 
idkiB]niQraty  of  that  syttcao.  If  predispoaitian  to  scrofula,  for 
insraimgf  shoidd  exist  whilst  the  virus  of  syphilis  is  exerting  id 
aawmilaripg  power  in  the  body,  the  indolence  of  the  glandular 
aad  lymphatic  system,  constituting  the  essence  of  that  disease, 
uriU  be  more  or  less  obviated,  in  the  ratio  of  the  qo^tity  receW- 
•d^':by  the  stimulus  of  the  mercury  administered  for  the  coonter^ 
action  of  the  syphilitic  virus  ^  and  a  new  train  of  symptoms  miuK 
necessarily  be  brought  forward,  whilst  those  of  tne  superadded 
virua^may  be  suspended.  But  this  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
SMffcury, — any  other  indunt  may  give  rise  to  the  same  phenome- 
at*  Ail  the  animal  ^lecific  poisons,  the  poison  of  fish,  (see 
Letler  to  Ih  Haygsorth^  p.  109.  and  Edin.  Med.  and  $urg*  Josr- 
»al|  Vol.  IV.  p.  395)  foe.)  and  many  mineral  and  vegetable  sab. 
atances,  such  as  antiasonyy  opiumt  camphor,  &c« 
.  These,  aad  other  speculations  on  thia  subject,  have  been  ssg- 
gasted  by  a  comparison  of  the  eruptive  diseases,  ^upppsed  to  be 
the  peculiar  ofiapring  of  mercuryi  with  others  of  precbely  simi- 
lar appearances,,  proceeding  from  other  causes ;  and  as  it  may  be 
useful  to  enaMe  the  reader  to  make  this  comparison  himselfi  I 
Aall  make  fio  scfuple  to  lay  before  him  those  features  of  disease 
urhich  exhibit  this  similarity  of  character* 
'  Hh^  most  important,  perhaps,  is  the  kind  of  ulcer  said  to  be 
fiecttliar  to  mercury,  and  thence  emphatically  called  by  Mr 
MathiaSi  }^  mercurial  disease/'  This  gentleman  has  favoum  tk 
{Hijbfic  with  a  valuable  and  interesting  4elineation  of  the  features 
id  fthif  disease.  He  open^  very  important  views  of  the  subject, 
«nd  c^rtaifdy  has  led  the  way  to  highly  beneficial  improvfOientiA 
Ae  treatment  of  syphilis.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that,  althoogb 
.the  «  mercurial  disease''  must  have  existed  at  all  times  since  cbe 
free  adaaission  of  mercury  into  medical  practice,  yet  the  ravages 
JKcasioned  by  the  imprudent  administration  have  been,  abaost 
einiformly,  till  of  late,  atjtributed  to  the  -disease  it  was  uoffoi^ 
to  cure*  Tomes  have  been,  indeed,  combined  with  mercury  io 
.'the  treatment  of  obstinate  and  eroding  venereal  ulcers  $  deplen^* 
ry  means  have  also  been  recuned  to  in  such  cases ;  but  botb  witii 
intentions  not  at  all  connected  with  mercurial  irritation.  Id  fact, 
•we  have  been  directed  to  a  just  view  of  the  causes  of  these  ulcers 
vrithin  a  few  years  only  ;  and  Mr  Mathias  has,  I  beliefc,  ^ 
principal  merit  of  making  us  more  intimately  acquamtcd  ivitb'tke 
subject.  That  such  ulcerations  as  those  described  by  Mr  Ma- 
thias, however,  are  the  exclusive  product  of  the  irriutioa  oi  mcr- 
^€ury«  I  am  much  inclined  to  doubt  \  but  let  the  reader  judge  for 
hims^. 

;     Mr  Matt)iai  thug  describes  the  mercurial  ulcer.    «« The  mer* 
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cuiial  uker  is  caattnooly  jttMded  with  man  psin  ihMlht  w- 
nereal;  it  is  ocsrer  fungous  as  the  canosfoas  is,  nor  basis  ibe  indoi* 
Icnce.  of  the  SQiofttlouSy  nor  tlie  putrid  t^ndeacy  of  the  scorbu* 
tic  uker.    It  will  c^ieo  heal»  and,  after  a  time,  break  oat  afresk 
in  tbie  neigbbouring  parts  i  and  duis  it  will  continue  to  do  fot 
many  months,  partkiUarly  in  thioat-cases.    Sometimes  tbe  meiH 
corial  ulcer  )S  in  a  state  c^  irritability,  spreading,  witb  muck 
pain  in  an  inrtgular  and  jagged  form,  in  all  directions,  upon  tho 
surface- of  tbe  cutis,  discharging  a  thin  ichorous  humour.    Somo' 
parts  of  the  wound>  howeYer,  will  appear  to  be  faealiogt  otbesu 
will  be  absolutely  skinned  o?er,  and  this  in  tbe  Tcry  centve  ol 
the  ulceration  ^  while  in  other  places,  a  very  angry  phagedaenio 
ulcer^on  is  going  on,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  common  in* 
flammation  attends  tbe  whole  wound.    Where  the  ulceration  ia 
making  a  progress,  the  edges  of  the  woimd  look  sharp,  and  aa 
if  they  had  been  divided  by  a  knife.    Ir  sometimes  happen9»  tha& 
tba  m^curial  ulcer  is  first  produced  by  a  sudden  and  consider* 
able  sloughing  in  the  part.     One  of  the  striking  characteristica 
of  tbe  mercunal  ulcer  is,  lo  heal,  and  break  out  again  from  tmio  • 
to  time  I  to  heal  in  one  part,  and  grow  bad  in  another .    This  -is 
sieither  common  to  the  Tenereal,  nor  to  thecanoerons  Tiros,  whose 
ulcerations  ocipopy  the  pfirt  affected,  and  spread  from  thenee  aa  * 
£rom  a  centre/  (Inquiry  p.  S9y  This  description  almost  precisely 
corresponds  wiiii  tbe  phenomena  of  an  ulceration  of  a  singular 
siaiure  in  the  West  Iiulies.    This  will  appear  by  a  comparison 
of  them.    The  only  apparent  difference  is  in  the  situation -of 
these  ulcerations,  and  in  the  occasional  .cause,  which  in  the 
West-Indies  is  never  mercury.    I  eitrsct  the  following  account 
of  it  from  uiy  Journal  kept  in  the  island  of  Grenada,  for  the 
year  1790.    <*  I  do  not  here  speak  of  the  superficial  circular 
congieries  of  small  ulcers,  discharging  a  corrouve  limpid  humouiv 
all  me  species  of  which  are  included  under  the  generic  name 
herpes  i  but  an  ulcer  of  a  particular  kind,  which  is  peihape 
peculiar  to  warm  climates,  and  with  which  negroes,  more  espe» 
sidUj  those  lately  imported  fram  the  coast  of  Guinea,  are  mocse 
aflifted  than  the  white  inhabitants^    This  ulcer  genei^ly  makes 
ita  first  appearance,  either  in  tbe  form,  of  a  pimple,  orasmaH 
vesicle,  which,  bursting,  discharges  a  sanious  matter  or  a  limpid 
Huid,  evidetitly  possessed  of  a  very  irritating  and  corrosive  qua* 
lityi  which  shews  itself  by  an  intolerable  itching,  and  a  very 
speedy  enlargement  «f  morbid  -sutface.  -  Sometimes  this  uker 
originates  from  the  irritation  and  pricking  of  external  substances, 
.which  tbe  negroes  are  e^Kiaed  to  in  the  course  of  their  fields 
work,  such  ^a  the  lanugo  of  the  augar-cane,  ithe  spines  of  ▼arioua 
wild  plants^  sb^rp  stones»  &c.    But,  I  imagine  these  oan  (Mily 
Itf  caUed  exciting  or  occasional^  although  by  the  pbntera  they 
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ave  considered  the  principal  remote  caiuies«  Whatever  the  caasr 
asay  be»  the  effect  ia  the  same,  and  always  very  Mirpriaing;  for 
in  the  short  space  of  (•jht-and  forty*hoiurs,  an  ulcerated  surface 
will  be  formed  of  more  than  two  inches  in  diameMr.  Indie 
progress  of  this  ulceration,  some  appearances  take  place  which 
indicate  an  herpetic  character ;  these  are  chiefly  the  oofioding 
Batureof  the  discharge,  sometimes  its  colour  and%  consistence, 
the  creeping  manner  in  which  the  ulcer  spreads  itself^and  its  leaving 
distinct  portions  of  the  natural  colour  apparently  unhurt :— thus 
frequently,  within  the  general  compass  of  the  ulceration,  inso* 
latcd  portions  of  sound  skin  may  be  perceived,  and  which  may 
continue  so  during  the  existence  of  the  disease.  From  the  verf 
^  commencement  ox  the  disease,  the  portion  of  the  Umb  near  and 
airound  the  ulcer  becomes  tumid,  and  as  the  farmer  advances, 
the  latter  enlarges ;  so  that  when  the  ulceration  has  gained  a  sor- 
face  of  six  inches  by  three,  that  part  of  the  leg  will  have  increas- 
ed fully  three  inches  in  iu  circumference.  It  is  peculiar  to  this 
disease,  that  if  its  duration  should  be  long,  the  limb  never  loses 
the  dimension  it  has  acquired,  the  swelling  consolidatiiifl  and 
becoming  permanent*  The  ulceratiim  is  seldom  deep i  but,! 
have  known  instances  of  its  penetrating  to  the  bone,  occssio&tog 
a  caries,  and  at  length  such  a  morbid  state  of  the  Kmb  as  to  res* 
der  amputation  necessary.  It  frequently  happens,  but  from  what 
cause  I  know  not,  that  the  whole,  or  by  ht  the  greatest  part,  of 
the  ulcerated  surface  fills  up  and  cicatriaes  in  a  surprisingly  dxvt 
time.  This  is,  however,  mere  fallacy,  for  in  the  course  of  one 
night,  the  whole  of  the  surface,  thus  seemingly  whole,  will  be 
corroded  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first,  and  an  ulcer  larger  than 
the  formefy  and  of  a  more  unfavourable  aspect,  will  be  foroeil. 
In  proportion  to  the  repetition  of  these  attacks,  as  well  as  the 
duration  of  each,  is  the  enlargement  of  the  limb ;  so  tbst  limbs 
of  an  enormous  size,  from  this  cause,  are  not  unfrequently  seen, 
which,  excq>t  the  ulceration  in  which  they  have- originated!  haft 
all  the  appearance  of  the  Barbadoes  or  glandular  ^seAse  of  Dr 
Bendy .^*  .  Now,  as  mevcury  could  have  no  share  in  the  produc- 
tion of  it,  this  ulceration  must  have  had  a  different  source :  ^* 
though  its  nature  may  probably  be  the  same  as  the  mercurial^ 
that  is,  a. latent  constitutional  disease  brought  into  actioR  bf  an 
irritant.  The  affinity  of  this  ulceration  to  Elcosis  herpetics 
{Sauvages,  Tom.  IL  610.)  is  evident  indeed;  but  there  area^vtrai 
discriminating  features  which  manifest  their  want  of  idet^titj* 
Thus,  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  before  us  is  always,  whether  su- 
perficial or  penetrating,  of  a  bright  red  colour,  and  alwafs  with- 
out any  collection  dF  matter  of  any  description.  Thus»  tod,  when 
the  ttkeraltoo  extends  itself,  no  slougUng-of  morbid  porti^^ 
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had  bo«n  observed,  notwithttatidiog  the  surprising  maimer  in 
which  the  extension  takes  place  $  thus  the  sound  and  the  ulcere 
ated  surface  cither  imperceptibly  unttei  or  the  edges  of  the  for* 
mer  look  sharp  and  flond,  and,  as  in  the  **  mercurial  ulcer,"  seem' 
divided  by  a  knife,  and  this,  whether  the  ulceration  extcii4s  or" 
contracts,  which  it  will  do  in  a  very  astonishing  and  tapM  man-' 
ner*     With  the  herpes  serpigo,  a  very  cosMSMMiy  obstinate,  and 
often  dtstrrssing  dis«Me  withm  the  tropics,  and  all  the  other  spe-' 
ciea  of  herpes^  it  has  no  other  affinity  but  )ts  divergent  and  creep* 
ing  quality  ^  in  every  other  respect  it  diffin's  from  them.   In  short 
there  is  an  identity  only  between  it  and  the  mercurial  ulcer }  and 
yet  we  can  account  for  this  in  no  other  way,  that  I  am  aware  of, 
than  by  supposing,  as  I  have  already  observed,  a  latent  constitu- 
tional disease,  which  in  both  cases  is  brought  to  light  by  irrita* 
tion. 

The  nature  of  speculative  pathology  is  too  inconclusive  to 
found  any  induction  of  causes  of  this  identity  on,  for  those  very 
causes  must  themselves  be  necessarily  conjectural.  I  therefore 
forbear  to  propose  those  which  a  long  residence  in,  and  a  close 
observation  of  the  effects  of  the  tropical  climate,  have  suggested 
to  my  mind.  It  will  fulfil  the  objects  of  medical  science  better, 
perhaps,  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  tacts,  that  the  same  phenome- 
na may  be  produced  by  apparently  dtfierent  agents^  that  is,  that 
different  irritants  stimulating  the  gbndular  system  of  the  human 
body,  probably  in  a  manner  precisely  similar,  that  system  suffens 
conformably,  as  appears  by  the  effect  being  alike  :  and  that  it 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  diosc  irritants  could  not  pro- 
duce such  effect,  and  such  phenomena,  had  there  not  been  a  pre^ 
existent  disease  in  the  system,  whose  seminia  hath  been  thus  ex- 
cited into  a  state  of  activity  by  their  stimulus.  It  is  on  this 
principle  alone,  I  presume,  that  the  «  mercurial  disease^  can  re- 
ceive the  designation  of  specific.  (Mathias>  p.  40,  72,  194).  It 
is  an  irritant,  exciting  the  peculiar  action  of  a  specific  latent  dis- 
ease. .  One  of  the  most  acute  observers  of  the  phenomena  of 
disease,  has  applied  this  remark  to  scrofula.  He  tells  us,  the 
disease  may  exist  in  a  latent  state  in  the  system,  ^  a  pueritia 
usque  ad  senectam  actatem,**  and  yet  the  person  live  with  com- 
fort, if  nothing  occurs  to  render  it  active ;  but  let  the  slight* 
est  cold,  (a  minimo  percepto  frigore),  and  indeed,  scrofulous 
liabits  are  particulary  susceptible  oi  it,  (cui  etiam  praeter  caeteroi 
cbnoxii  sunt),  for  instance,  be  applied,  and  instantly  all  its  fea- 
tures become  obvious ;  fever  and  all  its  concomitants  are  pro- 
'duced»  and  finally  terminate  in  incurable  phthisis.  In  such  a 
case,  cold  acts  precisely  as  mercury  does  in  die  mercurial  dia* 
ease,  or  perhaps  hyperoxygenationi  in  die  ulcer  descifl>ed  of 
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a^  W^fit  Indies.     The  same  judicions,  and  accurate  physi- 
ciaxii  mak^s  anotlier  moBt  important  obsenrauon^  which  is  amply 

I'ostified  by  expediences  and  which  strengthens  the  proposidoa 
[  am  contending  for,  via.  when  the  scrpfnlous  diathesis  bas 
liecn  brought  to  light,  an<)  has  been  subdued  by  suitable  treat- 
ment,  tben.the  subject  of  it  will  ever  after  ^njoy  a  more  perfect 
health  than  at'any  preceding  period.  But  not  unfrequently  the 
tiunuU,  in  cases  of  scrofuious  idiosyncrasy^  when  irritants  are 
introduced  into  the  system  for  pnrpdsb^  ^erf  opjyosSt^  i^mbst 
dir^adfuliy  alarming.  There  is  no  douot,  as  Morton  obsexres, 
the  scrofulous  diathesis  may  remain  latent  and  quiet  in  the 
systemi  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  the  person  in  whom  it  ex- 
ists $  but  kt  it  be  roi^sed  by  stimulatioBi  and  the  efiects  may 
prove  fatal.  Severed  instances  of  this»  happily  with  curative  re- 
sult, have  occurred  to  me  within  the  last  two  years,  of  which, 
lH>weveri  a  detail  here  would  be  altogether  irrelevant.  It  may 
3Eiot  be  out  of  place,  to  observe,  that,  in  such  cases,  the  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain  is  the  most  prominent  and  most 
distressing  symptom,  and  that  saturation  of  the  system  with 
mercury  is  the  remedy  most  to  be  relied  on,  or  rather,  which 
alone  proved  effectual  in  restoring,  the  balance  of  the  system. 
As  this  declaration  may  be  deemed  extraordinary,  and  as  such  a 
mode  of  curative  treatment,  is  certainly  no  part  of  the  routine 
practice,  in  such  cases,  I  may  take  leave  to  be  alittle  more  par- 
ticular, A  gentleman  thus  circumstanced,  that  is,  who  nad 
laboured  un£r  a  scrofulous  diathesis  all  his  life,  which  occa- 
sionally, during  many  years  residence  in  the  East  Indies,  shewed 
itself  in  extremely  loathsome  eruptions,  but  which  gradually 
%vfbsided,  by  leaving  nature  undisturbed,  only  aided  by  the  cli- 
mate, perceived,  some  time  after  his  return  to  England,  the  pre- 
cursory symptoms  of  an  attack  of  this  kind,  about  a  time  when 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage^.  Anxious  to  pievent  the  erup- 
tion of  the  disease,  he  employed  some  irritating  means,  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with.  The  erup- 
tion was  pr^ented|  but  a  train  of  symptoms  of  the  most  distres- 
sing and  melanchplv  nature  immediately  ensued.  Determina- 
tion  pf  blood  to  the  .brain  was  the  more  immediate  consequence; 
apoplexy  soon  followed,  which  not  terminating  fatally,  he  fell 
^ito  a  state  of  amentia,  or  imbecility  and  unconsciousness.  He 
llowly  recovered  by  freedom  in  bleeding  and  purging,  and  mer- 
curial Pf yalism.  A  case  of  latent  scrofulous  diathc&is,  in  which 
the  same  train  of  phenomena  was  excited  by  cold,  has  very  lately 
pccuiprcd  to  me  in  a  young  woman  of  seventeen.  In  this,  super- 
added to,  and  altern^ing  with  amentia,  there  was  complete  cata- 
lepsy.   Topical  and  general  bleeding,  assiduous  attention  to  the 
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bowels,  and  ibove  all  DtyalUm  tyrought  on  by  mercorial  frictions, 
restored  her  at  the  end  of  near  four  months  to  a  tolerable  stat^ 
of  health.  In  die  Ist  vohime  of  the  American  and  Phitosophi- 
cal  Register,  published  at  New  Tork,  I  hare  given  a  ver^  sin- 
gular instance  of  constitutional  scrofula,  assumfhg  periodically 
die  pustular  or  more  properly  the  buliattd  form,  excited  remote- 
ly bv  the  injudicious  employment  of  mcr<iury,  and  immediately! 
by  the  irritation  of  cold.  This  Case  seems  very  much  in  point, 
as  it  gives  a  very  satisfactory  view  of  rhe  latent  scrofalous  dia- 
thesis ;  the  agency  of  irritants,  more  especiaHy  of  mercury.  Id 
hurrying  it  into  form  and  activity  ;  die  variety  of  eruptive  cha- 
racter given  to  it  by  that  agency ;  and  the  complete  efficacy  olf 
the  most  appropriate  tonic,  arsenic,  in  such  cases.  This  naturally 
leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  eruptive  form  of  the  disease, 
supposed  to  proceed  exclusively  also  from  the  irritation  of 
mercury,  viz.  what  has  been  called  erythema  mercuriale,  ecze^ 
ma  mercuriale,  mercurial  lepra,  and  hydrargyria. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  if  the  same  phenomena  are  pi^ 
duced  by  other  agents,  it  will  necessarily  foUow,  that  they  can- 
not be  deemed  the  exclusive  offspring  of  mercury.  The  case  li 
the  same  as  the  former,  only  the  form  of  the  disuse  is  thanged. 
In  the  one,  we  have  seen  it  is  ulcerous,  in*  the  other  it  is  papulous  if 
in  both  it  is  eruptive,  in  both  it  is  the  eflect  of  the  stimulus  of 
an  irritant  bringing  into  a  state  of  activity  a  latent  disease,  or  a 
constitutional  morbid  diathesis,  which,  if  undisturbed,  might 
never  molest  the  subject  of  it.  If  it  be  asked,  why  the  same 
stimuli  will  in  one  case  produce  ulceration,  and  in  another  erup- 
tion of  minute  pustules,  whilst  in  both  the  quality  or  nature  ot 
the  diathesis  on  which  they  thus  act  is  the  same  ?  I  confess  my 
ignorance :  I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Like  manj 
Dther  phenomena  in  nature,  we  are  conscious  of  their  existence, 
3Ut  are  altogether  incapable  of  accounting  for  that  existence. 
Let  us  rest  satisfied  with  the  fact,  and  to  that  1  now  proceed. 

The  case  of  erythema,  detailed  by  Dr  Rutter,  (Edinburgll 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  V.  148.)  is  one  in  which  the 
rritant  was  cold,  and  of  which  the  phenomena  were  those 
K'hich  arc  said  by  other  writers  to  be  peculiar  to  mercurial  irrt- 
atton.  This  is  a  very  important,  and  a  very  instructive  cas^ 
md  is  illustrative  of  Dr  Morton's  remark  on  latent  scrofula, 
Jready  quoted,,  as  well  as  of  the  principle,  that  there  are  other 
rritants  besides  mercury,  which  are  capable  of  exciting,  and  ac- 
ually  do  excite  the  disease,  in  all  its  forms  and  violence. 

There  is  also  a  very  instructive  case  of  Erythema,  urfcOnn^ct- 
d  with  mercurial  action,  published  by  Dr  Marcet  of  Loudon,  in 
he   2d  volume  of  the  Medico*Chirurgical  Transactions.    The 

subject 
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subject  of -tKit  aae  was  a  gentleman  of  about  SO  Yeanrs  of  age 
The  coinplaint  recurred  at  irregular  periods  from  the  age  of  16. 
It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  constitutional,  suid  not  dissimilar  to 
die  case  of  a«.$!:entleman  from  India  I  have  generally  stated  in 
the  preceding  pages,  before  his  return  to  England.  In  its  m  '<k 
of  attack,  it  is. not  unlike  the  case  of  scrop  juU  periodica  I  bite 
referred  to  (see  1st  vol.  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register  iA 
New- York,  p.  451.)  Every  part  of  the  boiiy  ii?  Dr  Marcet's  cast, 
was  aflFected,  in  the  most  severe  paroxysms  of  the  disease ;  bar 
in  general,  the  hands,  feet,  ears,  and  lips,  were  the  parts  niosdf 
afiiscted.  The  fit  was  preceded  by  a  twinging  sensauon  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  \  but  without  nausea,  fever*  or  even  loss  of 
appetite.  On  the  second  and  third  day,  a  vesicular  eruption,  ex- 
tremely minute,  broke  out ;  when  die  swelling  abated*  the  cuti- 
cle began  to  crack,  and  to  rise  in  pfitches,  discovering  an  iaflaiB- 
ed  suitace,  superficially  ulcerated,  and  discharging  ofeiisive  mat- 
ter. In  a  day  or  two  after  the  cuticle  fell  off  in  large  patches, 
like  the  outer  bark  of  the  plane  tree  when  casting  its  bark.  la 
about  three  weeks  the  disease  disappeared.  The  most  remarkp 
able  circumstance  is  the  disease  having  been  in  this  instance  apy- 
rezious,  and  its  attacking  two  or  three  times  in  the  year  apparently 
without  cause.  In  the  attack  which  Dr  Marcet  chiefly  witnessed, 
the  disease  <<  was  preceded  by,  and  obviously  connected  with  the 
patient's  having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  shower  of  raio."  The 
patient  had  been  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years  previous  to 
this  last  attack  in  May  1810.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  I 
think,  from  the  history  of  the  case,  that  the  disease  was.  a  coa« 
stitutional  one,  I  imagine  scrofulousi  and  excited  into  the  erup- 
tive state  by  irritants,  chiefly  cold.'* 

Only  a  few  cases  have  occurred  to  myself,  more  inunedtatelj 
illustrative  of  this  subject,  but  they  may  perhaps  be  deemed  sa- 
tisfactory. 

In  the  month  of  September  ISIO,  an  eminent  merchant  of 
J^ondon,  being  on  a  visit  to  Clifton,  consulted  me  for  some  slight 
catarrhal  complaints.  Before  I  prescribed  for  him,  he  told  me 
his  constitution  was  a  very  singular  one,  for  that  at  two  preceding 
periods  of  his  life,  some  years  distant  from  each  other,  a  few 
grains  of  calomel  had  been  given  to  him  with  very  extraordinary 
efi^sct.  He  described  his  situation  on  those  occasions  as  partics- 
Jarly  distressing.  His  whole  body  swelled,  and  the  skin  became 
bright  red,  and  soon  after  an  eruption  of  minute  pustules  broke 
out.  His  pulse  was  upwards  of  120  ;  delirium  came  on  ^  and 
a  fetid  discharge  from  the  eruption.  The  whole  lasted  near 
three  weeks,  and  then  terminated  in  complete  denudation  of  the 
cutis.  He  clid  not  recover  from  either  of  these  attacks^  he  added, 
for  more  than  two  months,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  his 
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nuiidsiiflired  dreadfbily  from  depressioiiy  which  he  could.attri* 
^ttce  to  fiothiog  but  the  disease.    He  unfortunately,  in  this  de« 
tail,  lorgQt  to  infof  m  me  that  he  had  had  a  third  attack,  equally  ' 
violent^  from  the  use  of  antimony.    This  t  learnt  from  Urn  after 
file  mischief  was.  done.     I  directed  from  his  present  catarrhal 
complaints  a  gentle  diaphoretic,  the  principal  ingredient  in  which 
•was  antimony.  On  the  following  morning  I  was  sent  for  in  great 
.  hastei  to  see  my  patient,  who  was  said  to  be  dangerously  ill.    He 
had  taken  the  diaphoretic,  but  no  perspiration  resulted  from  it. 
I  found  bis  whole  body  as  red  as  a  boiUd  lobster  \  an  universal 
eruption  of  very  minute  but  disttnct.papulsB  broke  out ;  hislimbsy 
particularly  the  thighs  and  face,  swelled  considefably,  and  were 
of  a  pun^t  heit ;  his  pulse  was  1 10 ;  his  eyes  intolerant  of 
light }  and  not  a  particle  of  moisture  could  be  percciyed  any- 
iwhere  on  the  skin ;  his  mind  became  excesaiyaly  depressed,  so  as 
to  ocoision  a  plentiful  flow  of  tears,  and  expressions  of  alarm 
and  despondency.     Purgatives,  and  cold  infusion  of  bark,  acidu* 
lated  with  tjm  vitriolic  acid,  removed  the  most  distressing  symp- 
toms in  about  ten  days*  when  he  was  enabled,  with  some  dtfi« 
cttlty,  to  attempt  a  journey  to  London.   I  had  a  letter.from  him 
sometime  after»  in  which  he  transmitted  to  me  a  portion  of  the 
exfoliated  cuticle,  like  gold-beaters  leaf;  and  informed  me  that  in 
the  progress  of  his  recovery  his  whole  body  suffered  complete 
exfoliatiofiof  the  cuticle,  leaving  the  surface  red,  tender,  and  foi 
a  long  time  intolerably  itchy.     Perseverance  in  the  same  means 
at  length  restored  him  to  health.     I  recommended  a  course  of 
muriate  of  limet  ^^  a  strict  adherence  to  a  diet  of  animal  food. 
He  has.  contniued  w^li  ever  since.     He  has,  not  however^  I  be- 
lieve, subjected  himself  to  the  test  of  an  irritant. 

In  anotner  case  whidi  occurred  in  the  month  of  October  181 1^ 
the  stimulant  or  exciting  cause  was  opium.  The  patient,  a  young 
woman  of  about  26,  of  a  remarkably  sallow  complexion,  rather 
delicate  form,  and  subject  tc  a  discharge  of  a  very  fetid  nature 
^om  behind  the  ears,  comphuned  of  excruciating  pain  in  the 
right  temple,  unattended  with  any  symptom  of  inlanunatory  a« 
iection,  and  which  she  herself  attributed  to  cold.  Observing  no* 
thing  which  could  lead  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  she  la* 
boured  under  some  degree  of  rheumatism  in  the  temporal  muscle^ 
I  directed  her  to  keep  her  head  warm,  and  to  take  a  powder  com- 
posed of  pulv.  ipecach.  comp.  gr.  v.  and  camphor  gr.  iij  twice  or 
dirice  in  the  day,  with  a  mild  aperient  occasionally.  The 
second  day.  after  she  began  the  use  of  this  medicine,  her  face 
swelled  enormouslv,  and  a  papular  eruption  appearedim  its  sur- 
face. Tlie  following  day  this  extended  to  the  neck,  breast,  back, 
and  arms.    The  next  day  (4ith  from  taking  the  medicine)  her 

whole 
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whole  bfdy  was  swelled,  reA,  and  cohered  with  the  same 
erttpticm.  The  papulae  Mrere  Ijmphatic  at  first,  but  soon  dryingi 
diey  became  scabs,  very  offensive  in  colour  and  odour ;  under  & 
scabs  or  esdiars  fetid  matter  accnmmulatedj  whidi  thfowing  off 
the  eschars»- formed  disagreeable  and  troublesoffie  little  tilcers* 
Fresh  crops  of  papulx  daily  took  place,  so  that  the  distress  of  the 
patient  became  excessive  ;  for  joined  to  the  actukl  pain  she  suf- 
feied  ftominflanunatory  distension,  the  very  offensive  discharge 
from  the  surface,  the  want  of  sleep  at  night,  the  thirst,  auid  other 
symptoms- of  febrile  action  (pube  gen«rally  lM)f  her  mind  be- 
came a  prey  to  despondency.  As  in  the  iemner' cas&,  by  means 
of  puf^ivoS  and  mf usion  of  barfc  acidulated,  with  embrocations 
of  the  linimentum  aqux  calcis.  Ph.  Ed,  which  had  a  ouM  #ootb- 
iBf  effect,  Ae- recovered.  But  there  is  a  ciftamstante  tif  inte- 
testing'  rniport  in*  this  case  which  must  not  be  neglected.  About 
die  dth  day  of  her  illness,  the  patient  had  talteft,  with  a  view  to 
ease  the  pain  and  promote  sleqp,  a  draught  at  night,  in  which 
were  tw«ity-five  drops  of  tinct.  opti.  The  effect  was  precise* 
ly  similar  to  the  first  actask  bfooght  on-  by  the  ediUpound  pow^ 
AT  of  ipecacuanha.  She  felt  the  whole  surfkce  of  h^t  body  as 
it  were  oh  fire  (fervida  eruptio),  %  considerable  fresh  eniptioa 
took  place,  .'with  swelling  of  the  face,  more  especially,  to  such  a 
degree  as  almost  to  close  up  her  eyes.  A  purgative  on  the  fol* 
lowing  morning  gvre  her  admost  instant  relief.  It  was  not  until 
the  end  of  November,  or  nearly  two  months  from  the  first  atuck, 
she  was  con^pletely  restored  to  health, 

'  A  third  case  occurred  soon  after,  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
niilder<,but  equally  weU  marked..*  A  gentleman  about  40  was  seized 
with  synochus,  in  a  form  by  no  means  severe.  After  the  usual 
eVSUSilatiohSy  he' took  a  powder  composed  partly  of  the  pulvis  an* 
tsmonialis*  lo  the  course  of  the  following  kiight,  his  body  be- 
came. e^DCCssively  red,  a  swelling  ensued,  and  an  eruption  ofi 
pspute  was  soon  afrer  thrown  out.  Without  paying  much  au 
(ention.to  these  symptoms,  I  treated  the  disease  as  mild  synochus, 
«id  he  soon  recovered.  But  a  very  general  exfoliatioa  of  the 
ottticle  took  place,  and  for  a  length  of  time  such  a  depreeeion  of 
mimi^andsisch  a  degree  of  deUKty,  were  superinduced,  as  could 
not  be-accounted  for  as  the  effect  of  the  origitiat  diseasie  *• 

•  I 


^  Thafottoidng  iiti'vtry  ilflgids#anittSce  ef  Che  effieicy  of  sthmilii^  evth 
ji£»Teif^fViolem  Halnrey  m  rtnsoving  otMtnJCtkms  intte  lymphadc  ayvtcnif 
and'  f  iviDg  a  proper  direction  to  the  accttmaiulstad  fluid  to'the  e^unctom 
preparM  for  ni  discharge  from  the  body.  It  if  not  indeed  immodiately  Xav 
tratinienf  tlwsiibjeetxif  «this  pitpet,  hot  it  may  W^oniidered  as  bctfring  an  af& 
tkff  40  k ;  and  at  an  object  of  curioaity  and  utility^  I  tmtt  it  may  proTe  accep- 
table.   The  accident  happened  to  a  very  respecud^  sad  tahicd  friend,  who 
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I  shall  close  this  part  of  my  paper  with  a  few  observations  on 
the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  which  are  the  subject  of  it. 


With 


very  lately  favoured  me  with  the  fottowiog  very  curious  and  interesting  narra- 
tive : 

Dbar  Sin,  Cli/ton,  hth  May  1 619«- 

As  you  have  expressed  a  wish  to  know  the  particulars  of  my  recovery  M»n 
a  dropsical  complaint,  I  shall  relate  the  circumstances,  as  distinctly  as  I  can 
recollect.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  the  origin  or  progress  of  this  com* 
plaintyiiirther  than  that  I  came  home  from  die  West  Indies  in  the  autumn  of 
i787»  caorfit  a  cold  on  my  journey  down  to  Scotland*  and  soon  after  got  into 
very  bad  health.  Finding  I  received  no  benefit  from  the  Edinburgh  medical 
^ntlemen  I  consulted,  by  their  advice  I  went  to  Bath  in  April  17^9,  in  a  very 
weak  state;  and  immediately  on  beginnine  the  use  of  the  water,  my  legs  began 
to  swell,  which,  for  six  or  seven  weeks  1  remained  there,  gradually  increas- 
ed. From  Bath  I  went  to  Tunbridge,  and  from  thence  to  London;  the  swelling 
still  increasing*  and  the  belly  much  ifistended.  In  October  I  was  tapped,  and 
two  gallons  of  water  were  takea  from  me.  I  then  began  the  use  of  mercury, 
both  by  rubbing  and  taking  inwardly,  with  frequent  dozes  of  rhubai'b  and 
cream  of  tartar ;  hut  notwithstanding  these,  I  swelled  nearly  as  lar^  as  before, 
ivhen  it  was  again  proposed  to  tap  me;  but  I  would  not  agree  to  it,  having  a 
wish  to  send  the  water  in  its  right  course.  In  March  1 79i»  I  went  down  to 
Teignmottth  in  Devonshire*  where  I  lived  for  sometime^  but  receiving  no  be- 
nefit. Here  I  was  in  the  habit  of  riding  on  horseback  daily,  although  not  able 
either  tomount  or  dismount  without  assistance.  One  day  1  hadbeen  set  on  hors^ 
back,  as  usual,  and  proceeding  along  the  hard  beach,  when  something  made 
xny  horse  start,  and  losing  my  balance,  I  fell  on  the  hard  sand  just  on  my 
'  rump.  .  You  may  believe  I  was  a  good  deal  stunned ;  in  fact  I  was  rendered  iq- 
-  sensible  by  the  shock  and  bbw ;  bm,  in  a  few  mimit^,  recovered  so  £ur  as 
with  the  assistance  *  of  my  servant  to  crawl  home,  about  two  hundred  yards 
distant.  I  felt  so  much  pain  from  the  contusion  on  my  rum^,  I  was  oUi^eil 
10  go  to  bed.  I  was  very  hot,  and  I  believe  feverish  for  sometime  after  going 
to  bedi  till,  in  the  course'of  the  night,  a  profuse  perspiration  relieved  me,  and  I 
felt  as  usual  in  the  morning,  only  my  rump  very  painful,  and  it  contmued  so- 
as  I  could  not  sit  for  a  week  with  any  ease.  I  had  not  perspired  for  months 
till  this  accident  happened;  but  for  some  time  after  I  had  abundant  perspirations 
every  night.  About  ten  days  after  the  accident,]  got  free  from  the  pain,  and 
felt  better  every  way.  I  now  set  put  for  Plymouth*  and  after  travetlmg  a  few 
inilea*  I  was  obliged  to  get  out  of  the  carriage  to  makie  water,  and  dischai^e^ 
a  large  quantity  of  almost  milk-coloured  urine,  which  was  the  first  unequivo- 
•caly  I  may  say  indeed  the  first  symptom,  tA  the  water  passing  off"  in  the  right 
coorve,  I  had  perceived,  I  may  say,  for  years.  Fiom  Ptymouth,  I  came  to  Bris* 
tol^  anid  thence  proceeded  to  London,  having  daily,  frequent  and  large  dii- 
cbai^ges  by  urine  and  perspiration,  and  continuing  to  nv^kf  use  of  mercmy  wi^ 
ilfubarti  and  cream  of  tartar  as  before. '  From  the  moment  thb  change  took 
plaee,— *«i  consequence*  I  have  every  reasoi  to  fhink,  of  the  accident  at  Teign- 
moutb,  for  no  change  whatever  had  been  made  in  the  medicines  I  took  after 
from  dkose  I  took  l^fore  it — ^I  got  better  daily,  the  swelling  decreasing  daily 
and  gradually.  I  return^  to  Scotkmd  in  June*  and  soon  after  got  free  from 
all  complaint,  except  the  sweQiog  ia  nay  legs,  whieh  continued  ibr  some  monrbf . 
In  the  sonth  of  October  I  saiM  from  I^wlon  for  (^adiz,  and  tpcntthe  ^in- 

■  t«.' 
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With.raqpeet  to  the  tdceratlon,  I  can  peBceiva  no  just  re«Mn  for 
the  exclttf tve  appellation  <'  mercttriat  disease"  to  at»  seeing  dicfe 
it  cause  for  believing  that  mercury  is  not  the  only  irritant  ca- 
pable of  producing  it.  I  feci  rather  disposed  to  employ  the  -vrord 
Eieom  -wtth  the  adjunct  Eritbisiicn^  whidi  indeed  is  almost  the 
epithet  given  to  it  by  Mr  Mathias»  omitting  ihe  iroid  mercuria], 
for  it  is  an  ulceration  from  irritation.  Now  as  to  the  eruption  ; 
the  words  Krythema  and  Eczema,  singly,  do  not  by  any  means 
seem  ea^preseive  of  the  whole  character  of  the  eruption.  It  par- 
takes of  boch|  and  cannot^  widi  any  appropriation  of  sense,  be 
designated  by  one  only.  Eczema  certainly,  of  the  two  words, 
give?  the  nK>st  aigniiicant  idea  of  the  diseasci  but  it  doee  ao  onW 
as  to  the  anode  of  eruption.  The  eruption  is  red,  but  so  arc 
many  others ;  the  eruption  is  wonderfully  rapid,  fervixly  of  a 
burning  heat*  and  intolerable  itchiness ;  but  an  eruptive  disease 
may  be  so,  and  yet  be  deatitvte  of  a  red  colour ;  an  union  of  the 
two  therefore,  aaems  to  give  the  moat  comj^ete  and  definite 
idea  of -the  disease,  if  the  appeBative  ctmmionto  die  eruptive  and 
ulcerous  forms  of  the  disease  is  added.  Thus  the  ulceration 
may  be  denominated  Eicosit  eriikistica,  and  its  species  or  ¥arieties 
designed  by  the  name  of  tibe  irritaot  peculiar  to  each ;  mercu- 
Tialis,  hyperotygenoea,  orintertropiea,  a  veneno,  Sec.  And  thus 
too'the  eruption  may  be  distinguished,  eczema,  ereuthrm^eretbui' 
ticum:  and  its  species  or  varieues,  mercuriale,  antiBBociia)e,ex 
opio,  e  camphora,  a  veneno,  a  frigore,  &c.  My  view,  in  tlius  at- 
tempting to  define  these  two  diseases  by  a  characteristic  nomen- 
clature, is  most  firtly  expressed  by  the  very  ingenious  and  learn- 
ed critic  on  the  «  Hydrargyria  of  Dr  Alley.**  «*  The  appropria- 
tion of  the  term  eczcfna  to  the  profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles 
originating  from  irritants,  mid  not  die  rrsuk  of  previous  fever^ 
according  to  Dr  Wil!an*s  method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  ad- 
vantageous. It  is  convenient,  because  it  expresses  to  the  learn- 
ed something  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption  ;  and  it  is  advatt age- 
ouS|  in  a  systematic  view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varie- 
ties of  the  same  sort  of  eroption,  resulting  from  dlfierem  exciting 
cao8e8.'V-(^.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.  Jan.  1812.  p.  102.) 

Having  been  led,  in  the  coyr&e  of  the  foregoing  discussion,  to 
.  take  a  near,  and,  I  trust,  an  unprejudiced  review  ct  my  own  pfao- 
tice  and  eapariefiot,  for  a  great  many  years,  in  die  use  of  mercu- 
ry, I  cannot  ^it  the  subject,  without  expresang  my  sincere  re- 
pet, 


t«r  in  that  pSit  of  Spain,  vfiich  confirmed  my  healtb  completely ;  and  I  have 
never  MKt  had  any  appearance  er  tbrtateniiM;  of  the  ccmpUiut.    I  ani  &c. 
DrC2iifMm,8ri<tol  J.  a 
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gfcc>  tbatfiomc  rbywiMVi  mlio  luive  tooff  ml  lanijr  i 
«  bigb  nmk  in  tm  medic^  woiid>  haveof  late  indttlged  ift  inveo* 
tl ve  against  the  use  of  naercury^  TMt*  it  is  cvtileat»  is  Hl^wifed, 
whatever  the  motive  may  be,  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  all  UhevaUaunded  phyiidaaey  Mid  indeed  of  all 
good  men^  to  check  such  effusionei  ^en  their  tendency,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  is  to  injure  medical  practicei  by  creating  un- 
founded  and  unjust  prejudices  against  one  of  its  most  valu- 
able and  activeagents}  and  in  general^  to  discount«iance  all  those 
remarks  on  important  practical  points  of  medicine,  which  have 
not  at  least  for  their  basis,  purity  of  motive  and  rectitude  of  in« 
tention.  Happily  for  mankimi,  indee<H  remarks  sent  into  the 
world  on  any  other  basis,  generally  bear  within  themselves  their 
€iM  vifnudon,  however  imposing  the  authoritv  maybe  by  which 
thcf  are  peomnlgated  and  supported.  Far  be  if  from  me  to  attri*' 
bvtedM^toany  ifaiistcrview;  butaseertioBS,sttdiattkatmerc«ry 
]«  ii^urioBs  in  Eutopeaa  hepatitiei  pemiciotts  when  febrile  ex« 
eittmeiittsnreseiit  \  sometimes  fatal  in  syphilis; --that  it  appear^ 
to  desflroy  the  vmngf  of  the  nervous  system,  {>roduemg  #eakne88»' 
trensois,  palsies,  fatuity,  and  mailla  i^cbat  it  induces  gangrene, 
aad,  hi  snoft,  that  no  part  of  the  homaa  body  is  exempt  firom 
its  deletfrsMs  action ;  the  Kbeval  and  trulj  tptfuriem^d  (see  Sm- 
merman)  physician  will  tejecti  as  proving  too  naoeh.  For  rof 
awn  p«rt|  I  can,  with  the  most  precise  legard  to  truth,  say  that 
mj  own  experionet  in  the  «se  of  mercury,  and  I  beKeve  few 
hflfve  used  it  with  more  freedom,  goes^co  the  estabfishment  of  ar 
Aootrine  the  wry  oppoetio*  Thot  merettty  may  do  mischief^ 
when  ipjudiesowly  or  tadtscreetlf  enifdoyed,  is  a  proposition 
wbich  expericfnce  of  tlie  moet  decided  natmne  ptwes  the  truth 
of}  but  I  nwf^  repeat,  that  ^  unqooKlied  aseertion  that  iir  all 
cases  (and  the  iavectivos  seem  to  embrace  aH)  wiierein  it  is  adw 
ministesfid,  its  tendency  k  maeerialty  to  injure  or  to  deatroy  iife^ 
ia  fleithet  proved  by  expenence,  nor  warranted  by  any  ration^il 
priiaqpie  of  theory  |  but  I  mean  not  to  asperse,  nor  to  iiidivi^ 
dnfeOy^hen  i  oftkinay  geneivtty  be  considered  as  the  resnlt  of 
SB  aadokttt  and  nogiigeiit  pathology,  as  cenaeetcril  with  dimace 
eaote  o^xciaUy;  or  of  unfeasomHe  or  pemicfous  prejucfice* 
The  imaease  advantages  accmiog  from  a  spirited  and  judiciouA 
cmptoymeitt  of  mercnry  in  all  comttriee,  and  climates^  dfiring  the 
bst  twenty  or  thirtv  years,  in  the  (Kse^ses  to  wfai^i|i|apfficahle, 
are  so  very  generally  known  and  admitted,  that  a  refutation  of 
sodi  VM«e  asscrtlona  as  tlMse  which  have  been  made  in  somr 
htse  poiiisffOns  would  seem  unnecessary,  did  not  authorities, 
cisitsinlytefy  icspecta)As|  and  to  which  many  of  the  ptofessipn 
^     .  .    .  'hattt 
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have  been  accnstonied  to  give  up  their  judf^menf,  seen  to  sanc- 
tion them.  Except  in  aft  much  as  the  pubUc  good  is  concerned 
I  feel  myself  perfectly  upheld  in  declaring 

Qiue  cuique  eit  fortuna  hodie  qnsm  qubque  lecat  spem 
Tros  Rutulusque  fuat,  nuDo  diKrimine  habebo. 

IbristoU  ^Oth  May  1812. 


ADDENDUM. 

There  is  a  passage  in  Dr  William  Saunders^s  '<  Obserratioes 

Qn  the  prevalent  Use  of  Mercury  in  the  Diseases  of  this  Cons- 
try/'  which,  to  a  person  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  questioc, 
lyould  necessarily  lead  to  very  erroneous  conclusions.     «  It  dori 
x)ot  appear^  says  hci  that  if  we  except  the  hepatic  diseases  of  b- 
dia>  the  mortality  of  the  endemic  fevers  of  other  countries  has  bees 
diminished  by  extending  the  use  of  mercury,  except  as  unitinf 
mercury  with  other  purgatives,''  (p.  42.)    And  as  a  proof  of  this^ 
he  quotes  a  passage  from  my  e$say  on  the  malignant  pestilee- 
tial  fever,  giving  only  the  simple  fact,  without  searching  for  the 
explanation,  which  a  very  little  trouble  would  have  presented 
him  with.    Dr  Saunders,  in  using  this  fact  as  a  procrf'  of  tk 
correctness  of  his  remark,  seems  to  have  forgot  altogether  that 
the  fever  in  this  instance  was  not  «  endemic^*  hut  pesulential^  as^ 
the  product  of  imported  infection.    The  relevancy  of  his  propositioa 
is  uierefore  lost,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  malignant  pestilential  k- 
ver.   The  passage  in  the  essay  properly  stands  thus,  (p.  90  of  the 
first  and  vol.  1 .  p.  1 S2, 2d  ed.)  <<of  84  people  belonging  to  the  oi^ 
nance  department  at  that  time  ( 1 793),  about  56  were  seized  via 
the  disease  (M.P.  fever),  before  the  1st  of  July,  and  of  these,  £^t 
died,  a  trifling  mortality,  considering  the  nature  of  the  complii^^j 
All  these  men,  however,  had  been  about  three  years  in  the  cooa^ 
try,  and  consequently  suffered  less  from  the  disease  than  about  il 
recruits  who  joined  the  artillery  in  July.     Of  26  of  these  unforj 
tunate  men  who  were  infected,  21  died  before  the  middle  ol 
August  'f  a  dreadful  instance  of  its  peculiar  tendency  to  pn>^ 
fatal  to  strangers  to  the  climate.''    The  cause  of  this  rem2rkabl^ 
and  indeed  singular  instance  of  mortality  from  the  M.  P.  fcverj 
besides  the  nupcr  adventus  of  the  subjects  of  it,  appears  in  v\ 
128.  of  1st  ed.  and  vol.  1st  p.  180  of  2d  ed.     <«  Most  other  ^ 
eases   degenerated  into,  or  partook  very  much  of  the  naxssi 
of  this.     DyscnteHes  suddenly  stopped,  and  were  immediateli 

succeetid 
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succeeded  by  symptoms  of  the  pestilential  fever.  A  remarka- 
ble  instance  of  this  occurred  in  the  month  of  Jaty  1793.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  27  recruits  joined  the  detach* 
ment  of  royal  artillery  in  this  island.  These  men  formed  part  of 
the  artillery,  which,  with  other  troops  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Bruce,  landed  on  the  island  of  Martinico  about 
the  middle  of  June.  During  the  three  days  they  remained  on 
shore,  they  were  encamped,  and  almost  the  whole  time  exposed 
to  rery  heavy  rain.  Dysenteries  were  the  consequence;  and 
most  oiF  them,  on  their  arrival  here,  were  immediately  adn^itted 
into  the  royal  artillery  hospital ;  where  at  that  time,  as  has  been 
already  crf>8erved,  there  were  many  cases  of  the  pestilential  fever. 
The  apparent  efi^t  of  the  medicines  they  took  very  much  sur* 
prised  me  i  but  I  soon  found  that  the  original  disease  only  yield- 
ed to  one  more  powerful.''  The  candid  and  liberal  reader  will, 
from  these  extracts,  be  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  doc- 
tor's  remarks  on  the  agency  of  mercury,  in  this  instance  at  least; 
and  when  we  consider  that  there  was  superinduced  on  a  predis- 
position formed  of  sudden  and  extreme  change  of  climate,  expo* 
.sure  during  three  days  encampment  in  the  torrid  zone,  to  heavy 
rain,  immediately  after  their  arrival  from  Europe,  and  its  conse- 
quence dysentery,  the  infection  of  a  most  virulent  and  extermi^ 
nating  pestilence,  can  we  be  astonished  that  even  the  most  pow- 
erful remedies  should  fail  to  restore  them  to  health,  or  to  arrest 
the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease  to  death. 

Dr  Saunders  will,  I  trust,  forgive  the  freedom  I  use,  and  per- 
eeive  that  my  only  view  is  to  elicit  truth,  and  strip  it  of  misre- 
presentation. Indeed  the  many  truly  excellent  and  highly  fan* 
porunt  observadons  on  the  structure,  functions,  and  diseases  of 
the  liv#r,  as  well  as  on  the  use  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  them, 
contained  in  the  original  and  prin<cipal  work  of  this  celebrated 
phyvcian,  wear  so  much  the  appearance  of  inconsistency  widi 
those  latter  remarks  on  the  use  of  mercury,  that  we  are  compel- 
led to  contemplate  it  with  an  unpleasant  mixture  of  astonishment 
and  concern. 
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Msirvati$nt  m  the  Cause  of  Death  from  nahat  it  tailed  the  WimJ  f 
a  Ball.    By  tbe  Rev.  PAtHiCK  Emlbbs. 


CiR>-^Iii  yoor  sttmbtr  for  January^  Mr  Ellis  gives  an 
^  fl^  flcraral  cwrknis  eftcts  prodttced  by  Am  pataage  of  a  t 
baH  neat  to  the:  hufnaa  body»  vhich  he  is  diapoaod  to  ; 
to  ataiospberieal  ckctricicy^  accumulated  in  the  ball  duriiig  its 
fltffht  through  the  air;  I  cannot,  for  manv  reasons,  cooaidcr  dus 
o|%uon  to  be  well  founded.  It  is  difieuit  to  bilieve»  that  aocb 
a  i|aamity  of  liie  el^trical  fluid  as  is  tieeessary  to  depriro  a  mas 
of  life,  could  be  accumulated  in  a  cannon«>ball ;  and  no  iastaace 
^eenis  to  be  known  to  Mr  Ellis  of  electrical  effiicta  b^ing  pcodn* 
ced  by  any  ball  on  things  devoid  of  Kfe  i  for  what  he  sayacif  am* 
tallic  sabstancesi  audi  as  buttons  and  epaulets  betag  «o«b  away 
tmtkoui  actual  f09ttactt  is  not  at  all  implied  in  Dr  Btane'ia  aocoatt» 
who  is  th^  only  person  quoted  by  Mr  &•  that  nientiosia  audi  i 
4:ircamstance.  Indoed  be  proposes  dita  as  the  subfeet  tt  imasn 
esperiment*  If  the  effects  in  qAestim  wcae  prodal3c4  by  dac- 
tricityi  it  is  tfdd  that  parts  equally  neceas^lry  to  lifei  and  aa  aasitf 

X'ed,  such  as  the  brain  tod  stomadh  should  be  ao  itiljitmilf 
ted ;  <<  the  wind  of  the  hoiU^  in  die  one  caoa^  besag-  fittalj 
and,  in  the  other,  attended  only  in  geneial  wkh  t 
^uetices.  Mr  £.  seems  likewise  to  hive  failed  vety  < 
ly  in  his  attempt  to  tdeolify  caloric  and  electrieltyv 
camstsmces  of  both  ha?iag  the  power  of  inflamtftig  badi^a^  and  of 
the  presence  of  oxygen  gus,  which  contains  calofic,  befc^g  oeo0- 
ai^y  to  tfaa ^rodottion  dF  electricity  in  the  ctauaoa  nhsctrifyiig 
4nacbinesi  for  Atfse  miU  appear  to  any  una  vho  wiUiitaka^ 
tcoabla  to  examine  Mr  £Uis'i  reaaoniiwt  tt>  be  die  asdy  praoTs 
which  he  adduces  of  the  identity  of  these  two  sabiSiasbes^  sr 
trhatever  else  they  may  be  called.  On  this  identity  k  is  to  be 
observed  that  his  whole  theory  depends.  L  shall  nor,  howeref» 
enter  on  the  particular  confutation  of  this  hypothesist  mbiA  I 
believe  will  make  few  converts,  and  would  not  probably  have 
been  adopted  by  Mr  £.  himself,  had  he  not  wished  to  suppoit  a 
lavottrite  conclusion.  And  indeed,  I  most  remark,  that  were 
such  loose  analogies  accounted  proofs  of  id^ntity,  natml  sdeace 
ii^d,  in  my  judgment,  tevert  to  its  pristine  state  before  the 
days  of  Bacon. 

•       .  .  Ifl 
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Ia  opp<Mftib(i  ny  Mr  BHts's  optnion,  I  think  that  there  is  a  me- 
ckatiteal  OMisir  for  the  effects  pftxkiced  by  a  ball  Dasstng-  close  to 
the  httimin  boity,  \iAkb'  -witt  aufficieirtly  account  for  dtcm.    This 
14  di«  vaCMKti  prodaccd  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  ball  through 
the  air,  which  thoagh  of  itsetf  partia!,  yet  when  we  combine 
with  ity  the  condetnatton  af  air  tAStag  place  kmnedtately  before 
the  ball,  may,  I  sttpposc*  have  faffy  tAe  same  efiecr  as  if  the  va- 
c«iom  behhtd  \t  were  eomplere.     When  a  ball  then  passes  close 
to  the  sODinaei^  there  19,  m  the  firsT  phce,  a  great  addition  to  the 
pffeastife  on  d^r  Yifcue^  from  the  condensacidn  of  the  air  \  2& 
909xi  aa  the  ball  is  passed,  this  pressure,  with  a  gtear  part  of  that 
of  the  aCmcuphere,  i«  taken  off-p  the  consequence  of  which  is  a 
s«Me»  expan«ioft  of  aM  the  lutds  in  the  stoviach  and  the  blood 
itt  i«s  biood'Vessels,  and  Ae  tnf^tc  of  both.    The  rapture  of 
the  stomach'  is  the  cause  of  death,  aad  the  extrarasation  of  the 
blood»  of  the  Uack  apptarance^  exeemaRf .    In  tfte  case  mcn- 
titMsed  af  the  fabe-rtbs  beiag  ffactured  wad  death  following,  the 
s«na  eapHcitian  wiU  Appty  $  son^  fi^us,  fram.sttddcn  expamion 
of  hs  cantaiaed  iiiids,  haa  burse  and  forced  die  ribs  outwards; 
Thrcas*  of  the  thigh*bane  being  bxvken,  and  about  two  niches 
of  k  being  shireffad  into  small  pieces,  appears  a  great  confirma- 
flia»^ef  dus-  mode  of  expiaininfr  the  eftces  produced,  and  is  Tcry* 
haatile  to  that  af  Mr  Xllis.    Had  the  accident  beai  occasioned 
by  eiecarieky^  the  thigh  ought  to  have  been  shiirered  lengthwise 
h^r-Ai  yassnge  of  the  fluid  a>  the  e«th.    But  if  occasioned  by  a 
ygaeomtb  suddeidy  produced  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  whote 
ysesswc  of  the  atmosphere  imasediarely  applied  on  the  other  $ 
this  wfttaaeoaotfor  the  two  inches  being,  as  it  were,  broken  oat 
from  the  femur }  and  the  shkeving  ic^ jmall  pieces  was  caused 
by  the  sudden  expansion  of  the  fluids  in  the  internal  and  vascu- 
lar part  of  the  bone« 

ua  the  other  handf  this  hypothesis  affords  an  explication  of 
the  reason  why  the  passage  of  a  ball,  close  to  the  bead,  is  not  at- 
tended with  fatal  effects*  Every  one  who  has  seen  experiments 
with  the  ait-pump,  Juiows  the  resistance  which  a  spherical  form 
of  vessels  .opposes  .to  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  In  like 
mxKoet^  the  spherical  form  of  the  head  prevents  all  injury  to  the 
bMtn^  aacept  that  of  being  s^mmedr  which  is  owin^  to  the  sud- 
den impulse  of  the  atmos^ere  on  the  scull,  pcoducmg  the.  same 
efl^t  as  a  stroke.  The  blindness,  consequent  pn  the  U^l  passing 
hsfai^lhe.'afsB,  iadanbtless  owii^  m  the.  sudden  ei^aosioo' of 
ihehianoiiss^  hy  the  piassuns  ol  the  amosphese  being  nenMved } 
nsanaefieiKe  af  wUch  tfan  osgaoiaatioAof  thtt  part  aaay  ba  so 
OMMh  iiijif  i,  aa  to  tuduce  a  degieer  of  weakness  tbat  may  tar- 
aatee  kt  total  loss  of  sight. 

-  .  I 
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I  had  written  thus  far,  when  I  saw  Dr  Spence's  psiper  in  th« 
April  number  of  your  Journal,  who  seems  inclined  to  belieret 
that  the  accidents  in  question,  are  owing  tp  the  velocity  comma- 
nicated  to  light  substances'  by  the  balL  This  explaaatioD^  he 
himself  acknowledges*  will  not  apply  to  all  the  instances  men* 
tioned  by  Mr  Ellis  ;  and  though  I  have  no  doubr  that  consider- 
able effects  may  be  produced  in  this  way,  yet  it  appears  unac-' 
cpuntable  why  the  injury  should  not  appear  more  externally  than 
internally,  as  when  one  body  is  driven  violently  against  another, 
must  unavoidably  be  the  case.  Dr  Spepce's  observations  do  not 
seem  to  invalidate  this  remark.  In  my  judgment  then,  this 
forms  an  insuperable  objection  against  his  mode  of  explication  ^ 
and,  on  the  contrary,  tends  greatly  to  confirm  that  which  I  have 
suggested^  as  the  fprce  I  have  supposed  to  act  is  intemaU  The 
blackness  and  sphacelus  of  the  muscles^  mentioned  by  him  as 
consequences  of  this  accident,  are  likewise  well  explained  by  the 
rupture  of  the  small  vessels,  producing  extravasation  and  discff* 
ganization  of  the  part.  On  the  same  groundSy  an  easy  answer 
is  aflTorded  to  the  question  proposed  by  Vr  Spencs^  why  the  pas-. 
sage  of  a  ball  has  not  always  the  same  effect  in  battle?  This 
arises  from  want  of  the  necessary  velocity  to  produce  the  ooa» 
densation  and  vacuum,  which  has  been  considered  as  the  cause 
of  the  effects  produced,  as  great  velocities,  we  know  frpm  the 
experiments  made  with  cannon  balls,  are  rapidly  destroyed  by 
t}ie  resistance  of  the  air.  On  the  whole,  this  explication  seems 
to  me  to  have  all  that  is  requisite  to  a  legitimate  hypothesis, 
namely,  that  it  affords  an  easy  and  complete  solution  of  all  the 
phenomena  mentioned,  as  accompanying  the  <<  wind  of  a  bail." 
;  ManjeofBobartn,Ma^2$tki8ia. 
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Observations  tin  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti  Viti.  By  HfiKRt 
REsvEt  M.  D.  One  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Norfolk  sa< 
Norwich  Hospital. 

THE  cure  of  chorea  by  purgative  medicines  has  been  lately  tbs 
subject  of  several  disquisitions  by  medical  writers.  Amonf 
those  who  have  most  distinguished  themselves  in  reccunmendtof 
this  practice,  are  Dr  Hamilton,  Dr  Parr,  and  several  correspond^ 
ems  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal.  Although  the  evidence  whick 
diey  adduce  in  favour  of  purgativas  is  very  decisive^  and  I  have  no 

doubt 
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doubt  diis  m^od  of  treating  the  disease  is  the  speediest  smd;tbe 
most  effectual,  yet  it  remains  to  be  proved,  that  tonics  and  stixnu** 
lams  have  always  failed,  and  that  purgatives  alone  wiU.univer* 
sally  and  infallibly  be  successful    In  the  course  of  sixteen  years^ 
I  have  seen  thirty-five  cases  of  chorea.   .AH  these  .patients  reco-- 
vered,  except  one,  and  they  got  well  under  every  variety  of.treat- 
menty  from  the  most  powerful  down  to  the  most  inert  and  ap«# 
parently  inefficacious  remedies.     The  case  which  teimtnated  fa- 
tally was  that  of  a  patient  in  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  1 804 ;. 
a  boy  twelve  years  eld,  who  took  scammony  and  calomel  in  large 
and  repeated  doses,  besides  other  medicines,  without  any  abate* 
znent  of  his  symptoms.  The  convulsive  motions  in  this  case  ^ere 
violent  and  continual,  night  and  day,  and  the  patient  died, ex* 
hausted,  six  weeks  after  his  admission  into  the  hospital.    It  s^m- 
ed  necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  personal  observation,  because^ 
in  their  accounts  of  this  disease,  several  authors  have  enumerat** 
ed  their  individual  experience,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  slender 
authority  of  single  cases  related  in  periodical  publications^ ..  But 
the  rcadMsr  will  mul  a  more  conclusive  argument  in  the. result  of 
the  following  report  of  the  cases  of  chorea  admitted  and  discharge 
ed  from  the  public  hospital  here  ;'  for  during  a  period  of  thirty* 
six  years,  the  medical  department  of  this  institution  has  been  con* 
ducted  by  eight  different  physicians ;  their  practice  has  varied  con* 
siderably,  yet  in  the  cure  of  this  disease,  success  has  been  nearly 
equally  divided  amongst  them.    The  late  Dr  Lubbock  always 
prescribed  preparations  of  steel  for  the  cure  of  chorea ;  he  never 
employed  purgatives  or  any  evacuations,  and  he  has  told  me  he 
never  failed  di  success.    By  other  physicians,  antiphlogistic  re- 
medies, such  as  bleeding,  sadine  medicines,  and  purgatives  have 
been  employed,  and  also  tonics  and  stimulants. 

jiGineral  Abstract  of  the  Patients  with  Chorea^  admitted  and  difcharg*' 
ed  jtvm  the  NorfiJk  and  Nerivich  Hosfitai,  from  March  1776,  to 
March  1612. 

Patient*  affected  with  chorea,  admitted  from  the  month      No. ' 
.      of  March  1776,  to  March  1812.       ^         «  •        84  - 


"Cured,  -        -        • 

Relieved, 

Discharged;  *   At  his  own  request,  *       «* 
Having  epileptic  fits. 
Not  likely  to  receive  benefit. 
Died 
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It  appt«n  diat  this  diseMe  has  oecurrsdl  in  d4  cm  of  99,911^ 
paikiitty  rdis  total  nun»V«r  adnnftted,)  or  I  in  MSk  ll  is  most 
jfcyeatt  in  feiMlfl8»  in  the  prsporcion  sf  57  ts  87,  or  as  19 19  9: 
JMmfar  remarks,  a  fennh  part  of  the  patienss  he  saw  were 
nHdes  ^.  Hamilton  says,  it  accacks  hojrs  and  girls  indtsccMDnfe- 
hf,  Oot  ef  the  number  of  casot  abose  stated,  thetfe  was  only 
oae  mmttf  fatty  years  of  age,  and  that  was  a  acrere  case  i  Joe  the 
disofdef  vstismed  a  few  months  after  he  was  dischaixed  fron  the 
hospital ;  he  was  re-admitted,  md  ooncimicd  eight  numifas  nnder 
medical  treatment  till  he  was  dismissed  reheeed.  All  die  pa« 
tietits  except  two  gtsb,  aged  five  and  six,  were  above  nine  yeafs 
old ;  the  molt  common  date  of  the  commcnocniettr  of  the  ttteev' 
der,  was  between  the  ninth  <  and  fifteenth  year  of  the  patient's 
age  I  four  females  were  aboeo  the  age  of  SI.  Oot  of  84^  case% 
o^y  two  had  a  fatal  terwitnation^  both  of  tbne  wens  boys,  in 
whom  the  disease  had  been  of  long  standing.  The  padenr  di^ 
chaiged  as  not  hkcly  to  rsceiee  beiKfit,  was  a  woman  2ir  yisars 
oU^  who  had  been  aftcted  at  diiSsfent  times  for  three  yean  prior 
to  her  adnasawn;  the  patient  discharged  at  his  own  ve^nesi  wns 
a  boy>  who  had  the  disease  a  vesr  before  he  came  to  the  hospital  $ 
he  remained  there  four  months.  The  patients  veKeved  weie  pei(> 
SODS  who  had  been  long  aflected  ;  and  the  one  dischaivcd  on  ao* 
coons  of  hb  betngsubject  to  epileptic  fits,  wasa  lad  fifteen  ymns 
oM. 

Relapses  took  phce  m  nine  cases,  all  of  them  after  an  bnevesl 
not  lem  than  a  year ;  in  three  of  these,  the  disease  pscnned  a 
tUrd  time,  bttt  was  nhimately  cored.  The  shorsest  period  of 
medical  treatment  was  two  weeks  i  the  longest,  eight  nsontha; 
the,.oooimon  average,  seven  werits;  observed  in  me  whole  M 
cases. 

I  have  selected  chorea  for  a  comparative  investigation  of  the 
^fierent'mediods«f  taeating  it,  becatise  it  is  a- disease  in  vrinch 
two  ct:  the  three. poims  of  evidence  necessary  for  estaUtahing 
medical  facts  can  be  readily  ascertained :  viz.  first,  that  the  dis- 
ease really  <tid  exist,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  cored.  The 
tbild  point,— vi4irther  the  alleged  meaiks  abne  peiforased  the 
core, — is^  qoestion  which  may  be  left  for  the  reader  todeter- 


The  connection  of  the  irregular  involuntary  actions  of  the  mus- 
cles, with  a  disordered  and  loaded  state  of  the  intestines,  is  much 
.  insisted  on  by  Dr  Hamilton  and  his  correspondents  4  yeS  in  dieir 
reports  of  several  cases,  tie  belly  is  said  to  be  regylar,  or  Uly  tfen, 

and 
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and  tliB  stodt,  ifeer  die  first  f(iKpiiSt$^  areAMitbed, as  being  of 
tha  tMavA  appeaueaoct.^Vidt  Appa^dk^  No.  VQ.  Hamihm'a 
OtMatfi".  an  Puig.  Mad*  $  and  Mr  M4llttUiii^3  pqter.  Vol.  I. 
Edin.  Joamsil.)    There  seemi  to  be  a  aoorca  of  error,  coo,  in  f»» 
porting  the  state  of  the  ahrina  avaeaadon.  Might  it  not  be  ex- 
pectad  to  asattna  dioia  appcantiicea  described^  after  the  cb&dien 
were  made  to  swallow  such  large  qitantitita  of  infusion  of  senns, 
aloetie  pilit,  jalapi  cxttact  of  li^aoriee^  pbosphat  of  toda»  eafond^ 
magnesia,  and  broth,  widiout  any  miatnre  of  common  solid  food  i 
Grant  tbat  in  every  case  soch  appeamncea  do  exiiti  yet  it  is  by 
no  pMaas  clear  riio  infaianca  is  croe»  that  sack  a  quantity  of 
feaas  had  aceunutlatad  in  tha  cavity  of  dM  intestines^  and  occa* 
aionad  tha  convulsira  affaettoo,  any  asorc  dian  when  a  person 
takes  an  emecic,  snd  brings  up  bjr  repealed  elbtfta  a  large  qoan« 
tity  of  bile,  that  bile  is  to  be  considered  as  hamg  accnmulatcd 
in  tha  stonisch,  and  accordiog  to  the  valgar  notion,  caused  the 
eick  headache.  If  ^  ask  tha  paientB  wbst  fint  bronght  on  their 
«hildran^s  complamt,  they  will  answer  in  a  mafority  of  instances 
of  chorea,  that  it  was  SDmathing  bf  which  they  were  f^hsened. 
trttaNhM,  aictiadby  taeddng,  is  anad^r  cease  of  chorea,  and  the 
pesient  has  aeaesewd  in  a  fsw  daya  after  his  gums  weie  laocod. 
In  dMse  iMtancas^  sarpor  of  the  bowels  dees  not  belong  to  the 
liiMory  of  As  eomj^mt,  and  die  only  use  we  can  make  of  die 
fact  is  to  show  that  the  excidng  cause  is  various.    In  seven 
cases  which  have  come  lately  under  my  own  care,  the  boweb 
wew  asguhr,  the  body  eras  net  swelied,  nor  were  any  symptoms 
of  loaded  tmettines  present  $  yet  stxraoorered  by  taking  only 
pnifaiiae  medicines,  but  the  sevemh  foqniied  soom  tonics  before 
miy  decided  amendment  to<di  phioe.     I  remetnbei  a   case  of 
chorea  in  which  the  patient  was  much  troubled  with  diarrfioes, 
yet  this  did  not  prevent  my  friend,  wlio  had  the  treatment  of  it, 
mm  steadily  administering  purgatives  until  the  irregular  actions 
of  the  muscles  ceased.    Dr  Hamilton  has  judickwsly  remarked, 
duitchorea  consists  of  two  stages ;  and  he  points  out  the  period 
when  tonics  and  sdmolants  may  be  utcd  with  propriety  and  ef- 
ftct  \  and  although  he  says,  he  has  <^  not  felt  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  medicines  of  this  kind/'  yet  he  employed  odien 
remedies  besides  purgatives  in  three  out  of  the  seven  cases  which 
he  has  inserted  in  his  appendix,  if  it  be  allowable  to  call  by  that 
name  such  articles  as  wine,  porter,  a  blister,  warm  bath,  glystets 
ol  hfOth  and  asafoetida,  beef-tea,  and  oxide  of  iron.    Perhaps 
some  physicians  have  been  unreasonable  in  their  expectations  of 
success,  in  curing  severe  and  protracted  cases  of  chorea,  atfd 
other  diseases  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  powers,  by  puTgativcs 
alone )  for  where  purgatives  have  been  given  in  large  and  fie. 
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quent  do^s,  as  in  tetanus/  tramus,  hysteria,  and  sone  cases  d 
chorea,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  it  will  always  be  found  pradcnt 
and  necessary  to  administer  wine,  porter,  beef*tea,  &c«  abundant 
ly,  to  support  the  patient's  strength.  I  am  led  to  this  opiaioo 
from  what  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  frco 
the  perusal  of  Dr  Hamihon's  cases,  and  some  valuable  histories  o( 
tetanus  and  trismus,  published  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Me- 
dico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  and  in  the  fifth  vol.  of  this  (Edin.} 
Journal.  ... 

Nothing  requires  greater  caution  in  our  inquiries  concerning 
the  utility  of  medfcines,  than  to  distinguish  exactly  what  is  pro- 
duced by  one  substance,  and  what  is  owing  to  another  ^  nor  is 
there  any  subject  ii^  which  an  author  is  mofe  liable  to  deceiie 
himself  by  false  estimates.  It  is  but  fair,  in  all  cases,  to  sure 
every  $;ircumstan€e,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  regi- 
men as  well  as  the  physic,  and,  if  required,  to  divide  the  credit  of 
the  cure  between  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  dctiact  irom  Sr  Ha- 
milton's merit/ for  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  powers  which  be 
has  displayed  in  his  wprk  on  the  utility  and  administmtioo  of 
purgative  medicines  in  several  diseases ;  and  there  is  no  past  of 
his  book,  where  his  skill  and  ingenuity  is  moie  successfully  ex- 
erted, than  in  combating«the  doctcine  of  debility,  which  has  on- 
dottbtedly  inculcated  a  fear  of  evaeusdons  in  chorea,  audi  other 
spasmodic  diseases,  which  is  not  justified  by  experiences^  and  is 
wholly  irretoncileable  with  facts.  The  hackneyed  phrase  of  dMi- 
kiy  is  a  centre  round  which  much  delusion  has  ^udieied^  but  \i 
is  now  happily  subsided ;  and  the  physician,  perceiving  how  much 
the  outward  help  of  his  art  can  facilitate  the  progress  of  nsture, 
will  not  be  betrayed  by  theoretical  speculslions  iotd  pemicaiMs 
mistakes,  where  he  can  find  the  princqfdes  of  his  interference 
warranted  by  substamial  experiments. 
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CRITICAL  ANAXYSIS. 


I.      . 

Enforwlogtf  und  Helminthohgie  det  Mef9Scklichen  Roerpers^  tier 
Beschreibung  und  Abbildung^  der  Bewohner  und  Feinde  disstlbtn 
untir  d^r  Imectin  und  Wuermern.    Von  D.  Johann  Heinrich 

.  Joerdens,  &c.  &€.  4Co..  Vol.  L  pp.  31 9,  15  coloured  platej^ 
Hof.  1801.    Vol.  IL  pp.  154»  7  colomed  plates,  HoL  1802. 

No  apoloff]r»  we  apprehend,  is  necessary  &r  giving  an  account 
of  books,  though  not  recently  pabtiahed,  provided  they  be 
new  or  scarcely  known  in  this  country.    The  copy  of  the  publii^ 
cation  lying  before  us  wc  obtained  with  great  difficulty,  somtf 
months  ago,  and  is,  we  believe,  the  only  one  in  this  kingdom. 
•    Mr  leerdens  considers  his  suWect  in  the  most  txtenrive  point 
of  view,  as  he  includes,  not  only  die  insects  and  worms  which 
infest  tht  human  body  exclusively,  but  also  those  which  are  only 
oceasionally  injurious  to  ir,  and  even  those  which  contribute  to  its 
disorganization  after- death.    Of  each  of  the  numerous  species 
which  this  plan  obliges  him  to  noMe,  he  details  minutely  the 
systematic  history ;  gives  one  or  more  coloured  figures  oi  the 
insect,  larva,  &c. ;  describes  accurately  the  injury  which  it  does 
to  the  human  body,  as  well  as  the  means  of  remedying  it ;  and  to 
the  whole  prefixes  a  very  copious  literature.      This  extensive 
view  of  the  subject  has,  no  doubt,  materially  increased  the  size 
and  expense  of  the  work,  but  we  do  not  think  unnecessarily,  be- 
cause it  has  enabled  him  to  collect  together  an  immense  mass  of 
various  information,  for  which  there  would  otherwise  be  no  pro- 
per repository. 

•  The  first  volume,  besides  an  introduction,  treats  of  the  insects 
.  which  infest  the  human  body  externally,  and  the  second,  oi  the 
intestinal  insects  and  worms*  The  introduction  is  not  very  im- 
portant ;  Mr  Joerdens  puzzles  himself  to  find  out  some  use  for 
these  troublesome  and  hurtful  companions ;  for  it  is  evidently 
quite  ridiculous  to  suppose^  that  such  means  were  necessary  to 

10  induce 


flS  Joerdens,  Entomohgie^  isfc.  .Mj 

induce  us  to  take  care  of  the  cleanliness  of  our  persons,— to  warn 
us  a^inst  improper  food^ — to  contribute  to  our  health  by  de- 
▼ounng  the  excessive  mucus  in  the  intestines^-— or  finally  to  ter* 
minate  our  corporeal  existence  after  we  had  completed  our  des- 
tiny in  this  world. 

The  injury  which  thestf  animals  inflict  on  the  human  body, 
may  be  either  mechanical,  chemical,  or  mixed.  Of  <  the  first 
kind  are  the  wounds  of  all  those  which'  are  not  furnished 
with  any  parttcular  acrid  or  poisonous  secrctioa  to  ia&ert  into 
the  wound.  The  second  class  includes  only  cantharides,  the 
Cdjaf  the  larva  of  the  Finula,  and.'a  few  others.  The  last  division, 
which  contains  those  which  poison  the  wound  they  inflict,  is  by 
far. the  most  numerous.  Thi^  is  evident  from  the  eiFects  pro- 
duced  being  totally  disproportioned  to  the  mechanical  imury, 
frequently  producing  erysipelatic  inflammation,  vesicles,  ufcers, 
dwelling  of  the  wounded  part,  with  redness  and  pain,— or  on  fhe 
contrary,  ttiaensibitty  and  numbness,  acedmpanied  by  fever,  pale- 
nost  of  ibe  couatenanee,  Inerca^d  flow  o£  teaiv,  sv^iag  o|  fhe 
body,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  depression  of  the  vital  powers,  cold 
fweati,  fsinting,  spaems  and  convulsions. 

The  ditmical  nature  of  theee  poisons  is  totally  unknown, 
hut  tbeir  production  does  not  seem  to  depend  on  the  iiritatjott  of 
the  unumi  when  inflicting  the  wound.  On  the  other  hand,  tl 
seems  intim^^lf  connected  with  the  tetnperature  of  the  atmo^* 
jibew,  as  mMy  insecti,  whidi  are  innocent  in  winter,  and  cold 
cUmates,  beoome  dangerous  in  eummer,  and  in  hot  climates. 

Mr  Joffdens  then  pructeds  to  consider  the  infiuence  which 
the  seMon  of  the  yesur  Mid  atmospheric  temperature,  theaKment 
and  condition  of  the  tnsec^  a»i  the  age,  sex,  and  constitution  of 
the  pefion  wounded,  have  upon  the  effects  of  these  poisons ;  but 
the  ready  explanation,  which  he  has  eonatantjy  coupled  with  his 
statements,  makes  us  strongly  suspect  that  they  ai?  derived  froai 
Ikypotbesis  rather  than  observatien.  His  prelsce  is  concluded 
with  a  very  gcfneral  account  of  the  reaiedies  to  be  used  :^iost 
the  bites  and  stings  of  poisonoua  insects. 

The  first  subdivisitm  tveats  of  those  insects  which  live.  <Hiif 
in  the  buasan  body,  aild  can  propagate  themselves  in  it  ataoe^ 
These  are,  so  lar  ae  we  yet  know,  only  ail  in  aumbe? ;  the  if  «mi 
leprat  Puisx  pruriginh  seniiis^  Pediculus  humanus  c/^iiit$  ^Pifpori^ 
and piMs%  and  th^jtcmrm  fcMn.  He  comtnences nis  account  ot 
the  fast  of  these  with  the  following  judictoas  obs^vatios9« 

'<  Foul  nicers  of  all  kinds,  which  are  exposed  to  the  i^tr,  apd  the  trftes 
of  insects  inhabiting  it,  especially  in  vtvrm  yreather»  are  common  nests 
for  cer tain  kinds  of  maggots  and  larvse.  This  was  koowo  to  the  aacicat 
^^^eks,  as  I  sbaH  have  occasion  particularly  )o  neonaa,  when  spcaki^ 
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of  flies  hurtful  aiider  (^rtaia  circaiBtfaiites  Mily*  Gaktt  kut  jEgioctCA 
were  acauaiated  with  (he  fiict  s  Mid  astong  the  OMlefMt  it  ii  mott  fuU|r 
noticed  by  Haoptmaon,  l.ange.  Plater,  ScMcn  imd  BoreUi»  b«t  etpecbU^ 
by  Steeocver*  who  hat  not  oo|y  suf^lied  the  eiuct  detcHptioo  <»  thfie 
maggots,  but  also  given  represeotatione  of  them  in  their  TArbui  states. 
As  is  still  the  Case,  at  that  timc»  too  ipeneral  conclusions  were  derived  from 
general  observations,  and  because  worms  and  insects  were  found  eot  only 
in  foul  ulcers  and  wounds,  but  also  in  various  cataneons  enqitions,  they 
were  considered  as  the  causes  of  most  diseases  to  the  exdnsion  of  mias- 
mata. Even  the  great  Liui^  and  and  his  contemporaries  acceded  to 
this  opinion,  and  added  to  its  popularity  by  the  aatherity  dtK  to  their 
spirit  of  iovestigadon ;  and  not  only  all  erupiioos,  but  aypUiis^  the 
plague,  and  many  other  diseases,  were  ascribed  to  worms  and  insects. 
But  the  diversity  of  insects  found  in  difiereot  cutaneous  diseases,  does  aoc 
entitle  us  to  consider  them  as  their  cause,  but  rather  as  their  consequence. 
For  every  insect  which  derives  its  nourishment  from  acrid,  fermenting  and 
potrid  sobsunces,  does  not  therefore  thrive,  wherever  there  is  ferments* 
lion  or  putridity,  but  dif^rent  degrees  of  diese  are  congenial  to  different 
kinds  or  insects*  Hence,  a  particolar  insect  may  eschistvely  be  ooaiis|Kd 
in  particular  cutaneous  sores,  without  having  the  least  coooection  with  its 
ibnn  or  maligoity,  |ust  as  other  insects,  which  live  oa  fresh  and  ootiie 
st^taoces,  are  not  indifiereat  b  the  selection  of  their  food.'* 

Hie  second  subdiTisicn  is  allotted  to  those  inseeta  which  do  not: 
inhabit  the  human  body,  but  ai«  remarkaUej  on  «cooam  of  the 
inconveniences  or  diseases  which  they  occasicNi  in  tt.  Tliese  ace 
again  divided  into  three  sectiona.  The  Cinum  lecttdarhiSt  Oistrut 
homlnis^  Pulex  irritans^  and  P.penttrans  are  included  in  the  first  as 
inaecte  which  commonly  and  especially  infest  die  human  body. 
The  aecond  ecction  contains  the  description  of'  $4  specscSf 
wliich  only  injure  it  under  certain  circumstances  \  and  the  third 
section  is  devoted  to  those  insects  which  appear  in  the  human 
body  as  a  very  uncommon  occurrence,  such  as  insects  under  the 
skin  and  in  the  muscles,  in  the  frontal  sinus,  in  the  eyes,  in  the 
m2uci|lary  sinus,  in  the  nose,  ears,  mouth,  tradica  and  luagSf 
stomach,  intestines,  urinary  organs,  mammae  and  female  otjana 
of  eeneration. 

The  tbM  and  last  sabdivi«on  of  this  third  vdiwie,  is  the 
hi^ory  of  those  insects  which  are  nourished  an^  propagated  in 
the  dead  human  body  in  its  diflerent  stages  of  decay. 

The  second  volun^e  is  more  interesting  to  die  pracdtloner. 
It  contains  three  secticms  \  the  first  treating  of  worms  peculiar  to 
the  human  body  \  the  second,  of  worms  only  occasioinllT  injuri- 
ous to  it ;  and  the  third  of  those  accidentatlj  found  within  the 
human  body :  and  in  an  appendix,  he  has  collected  the  histories 
of  some  undetermined  insects  and  worms,  of  fabulous  cables,  and 
of  various  amphibia,  and  other  animals  said  to  have  been  found 
in  die  Ituman  body.    In  the  introductory  chapter  to  the  section 
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on  intestinal  .worms,  Mr  Joerdens  states  at  great  length  his 
-grounds  for  believing  that  their  eggs  are  introduced  into  the  foctui 
•u'ith  the  blood  of  the  mother,  or  into  the  infant  with  the  milt  of 
'the  nurse.  From  the  latter  supposition  he  dr.ws  a  practical  cori- 
cttlsiohy  that,  in  choosing  a  htirse,  we  should  be  piinicularly  careful 
|that  she  never  has  been  affected  with  worms.  He  also  hints,  that 
the  saliva  may  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  eggs  of  inte^tin^l 
worms,  in  those  countries  where  nurses  have  the  abominable  prac- 
tice of  previously  chewing  the  food  they  give  to  infants.  But 
.besides  the  introduction  of  the  eggs,  a  certain  predisposition  is 

•  necessary  for  their  development  in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  which 

•  seems  to  be  connoted  with  a  warm  and  moist '  atmosphere,  arid 
the  deficiency  of  food,  or  the  use  of  unwholesome  food  in  times 

'  of  scstrcity.     In  his  observations  on  the  symptoms,  ciiagnosis,  aihf 
method  of  cure  of  intestinal  worms,  there  is   nothing   wonh 
i noticing,  except  that  he  nowhere  .mentions  the  oil  of  turpea* 
^  tine,  lately  used  with  so  much  success,  as  a  remedy  ever  suggCdt- 
ed.    The  intestinal  worms  described  by  Mr  Joerdens  are, 
:      i.  .Tricocephalus  hominis .^^-H^is  worm  was  discovered  in  1760, 
by  Wagleri'and  is  rare.    It  is  most  commonly  found  in  the  coe- 
cum  of  persons  who  have  saiered  from  great  accumulations  of 
.intestinal  mucus.  ^  Nothing  certain,  is  Known  of  symptoms  .'pecu- 
liar *to  its  presence,  or  of  the^n>ean$  most  succes^ul  in  expelling 
.  ity  but  Mr  Joerdens  reeomn)ends  saline  medicines,  from  their  ac- 
« tion  in  dislodging  intestinal  mucus.  ^      .  . 

2.  Ascaris  virmicularis.'-'^i  the  numerous  accounts  of  these 
well  known  inhabitants  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Joerdens  thinks  that 
those  of  Goeze  and  Van  Phelsum  alone,  deserve  the  epithet  of 
.classical.  .  THey  are  easily  distinguished: from  young  lumbnci, 
.by  the  vivacity  of  their  m9cions  when  exposed  to  the  light.  The 
anatomy  of  the  male  is  given  as. well  as  that  of  the  female,  and 
suppositories  of  bacon,  to, which  they  often  adhere  in  heaps»  9ie 
'mentioned  among  the  remedies, 

5.  Ascaris  iumbricoidest  is'  most  frequently  m^t  with  in  the 
.coBCumandjejunuQi,  but  occasionally  finds  his  way.  into  the 
Jarge  intestines  and  stomach,  or  creeps  into  the  pancreatic  or  bi- 
liary ducts^  and  sometimes  penetrates  through  the  coats  of  the  i^* 
testines  into  other  parts  of  the  body. ;  They  occasionally  pro.duce 
^the  most  violent,  symptpmsj  or  even  cause  death  ^  and  at  others 
exist  in  great  nuoibers  without  being  suspected. 
.  4.  Ascaris  stephanostoma  ffonte  bicorpQ,  probqscide  acuminibus 
duodectm  ohsessa,  incisuris.  corporis  quatiuordecim,  Cauda  bifida 
Habitat  in  canale  intestinal!.  . ; 

\  Ascaris  conosma  papillis  in  capite  .obtuso.  duobtts^  incisuris 
corporis  decern,  cauda  simplice.  .  Habitat  in.  candle  intestifiali* 
'    '         •         •  '  These 


Tbcfce  tiM>  hew  %M(ii8  #«fe<fisclMt^bj  th^  aettcm^f  ciIo« 
lAei  from  a  yoonjg  man^  ttt)4^  ihii  cate  of  PirotttMot  Bret««hh«idM*i 
and  were  examined  by  Professor  Lenz  of  Jena,  anA  pr«#erV6d  iH 
his  coUectton,  tliey  dilfet  v^ty  Miiieb  f^m  4A\  other  imeitiftal 
worttM^  and  have  mere  the  ^nefal  4]^^afa4i€e  ef  l«TV9b.  A« 
they  hatrii  ced^iidcrable  »e*ce^blMc«  to  each  other,  iiid  dscutted 
in  iht  eamt  paHenti  it  is  peisibte  that  Ihey  ^e  the  male  *nA 
female. 

44iltiadi  hifY^  duobM  hatnuHs  pmmi^eQtibiis  instrueto.  This  fili^ 
fthti  Werm  fN^.ito  discotered  b\f  lleutler,  \n  i  ptHdn  Whb  had 
diedt>f  {ihtMsia,  in  the  gtands  nt  the  divVioo  of  the  t^ch^  idd 
bfOMthue..  Uley  Wete  wtthtn  thf»  l^mfihiltic  ^e^Md,  adhering 
stroMgiy  t0  llieht  bf  Iwo  ht>6ks.  "fhe  Vessels  were  itiueh  enla¥g^ 
ed,  attd  their  velves  d«stK)^. 

Of  the  tap^Mi^Mms,  he  describes  onlf  (hfee  speefes,  the  fairitf 
Jbiiattit^  vttjfal^u^  nhd  Ukf,  We  srhal)  say  noticing  M^theie  ktpre- 
eent,  M  1R^  shall  ^6bon  have  ec^sioh  to  iK>tke  the  disc^yrariee 
#f  II  Ttry  pmnA'mng  young  tiktiirBlist  iH  regafd'lo  theM. 

11)6  neit  secttOtt  tteaia  bf  hydatids.    Those  deSct-tbed  Me; 

1.  T^nik  vucrfaliit  velicuk  simpliee  taclUM,  espttis  tubeftulfti 
tribes^  totidernqoe  eofporii  iltituKs,  t»ast  vesitH  aAxfs.  litis 
«Fas  foand  by  'IVdUltft  M'the  (nAet  slightly  inflamed  j^eritonfctttti 
#r  a  wHmon  who  hod  d(e#  bf  ^Ir6psy . 

2.  Tank  muftuhrk  Xiff^fmna  humtt^  cap«l  viigihali  ctittihgineai 
ireSi€«la  caudate  apieib^  (ebtusie*  These  ate  fotind  in  the  celhl« 
let  substance  among  the  imiMes. 

5*  Tdnia  fyriformk  eapite  globd^Oi  prdbbsdde  oltuiai,  piptHil 
•sgentibus  quatuel:  in^ltttm  p^ofhtMehtibuS,  hatealonhii  serief 
dmplicU  colh»  tehiai)  vestea  ih  eaada  pyVifbnvii*  9!sdiet  Ibund 
€tikittiik  1788>  in  die  chotoid  plexlis  M  a  ydu)ig  mad  "trfio  died 
6f  andem  ferer,  bat  he  knew  nothing  of  hh  preribas  histcrry. 

S.  Tm^a  klkpunchta  tekment^  extettto  tat>$t|1a|4,  'captte*see» 
eils^  papilla  MretMia  una,  eha  tantum  set  hamuhmim  corona, 
▼esica  in  dindk  retuAda.  These  were  sdk>  fbnnd  in  the  choroid 
l^ltiis  of  a  woman  t%  yean  of  age,  who  had  become  dropsical 
vftet  an  obsiiAsee  intermittent,  by  IVentlet.  In  the  last  montA  of 
Iher  llfe^eke  coiApki^ed  of  great  weight  in  the  tight  side  of  the 
occipttt)  ilM)hintary  flow  of  tesrs,  and  frequent  dimness  of  sigM^ 
6he  slepft  so  scHindly,  tliat  she  was  with  dUBcuky  awakened. 
Her  hearing  and  speech  daily  ditnfnidifed,  and  her  tnettiorv  left 
ker  etitkely.  She  lost  an  power  of  voluntary  niotiop,  so  that  she 
tooM  neither  hold  up  her  head,  not  lift  an  arm  or  leg.  1V>  these 
%»ere  added  conr^iori  and  apoplectic  attacks.  At  last  she  feH 
iiiddenly  dead,  when  she  seemed  to  be  recovering,  and  waS  try* 
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SQg  to  walk  about  The  choroid  pl«S4i8  was  tiifgid  with  bfood, 
and  varicose,  and  contained  14  hydatids  on  the  right  side^  and 
two  on  the  left. 

6.  Polyaphaluj  h$mims  corona  uncorom  rimpKcii  capire  imper* 
forato  corporibusque  pyriformibus.    These  were  discovered  by 
Meckel,  in  the  brab,  and  the  description  giieii  by  Zeder  from 
Goze's  posthumousr  papers.     Zeder  himself  afterwards  found 
them  in  a  girl.    The  case  and  dissection  are  interesting.    A 
yoong  woman,  two  years  before  hev  death,  became  affected  with 
headache  and  giddiness.     An.  year  and  an  half  afterwards^  d» 
recovered  in  some  degree,  and  lived  happily,  but  too  freely 
for  some  weeks,  until,  when  on  the  water,  in  an  oppressively  hot 
day,  sbe  was  so  violently  attacked  with  headache  andi  giddiness, 
that  sh^  fell  down  senseless.     She  complained  of  jdisttfntion  is 
the  forehead,  loss  of  memory  and  si^ht,  and  alteip^ting  headache 
and  giddiness.     These  symptoms  mcreased^Jnl  violence.     She 
could  not  bear  the  least  light,  or  walk  tttCfyhox  wei^t  straight 
forward,  with  her  bodv  bent,  and  struck  hi^i^if  a^inst  bodies  is 
her  way,  like  sheep  amcted  with  the  stagg^ri;.    At  last  she  died 
and  was  opened.     In  the  third  ventricle|along  with   waiter,  was 
found  a  particular  kind  of  hydatid,  contalfling  a  fluid  t esembling 
a  solution  of  gum.    In  the  passage  to  the  aqueduct  of  Sylvius, 
and  partly  beneath  the  posterior  end  of  Ihe  origin  of  the  left  optk 
nerve,  there  was  a  similar  hydatid,  Hkwr  than  a  hen's  egg,  ts 
which  three  smaller  oites  adhered.   In  taking  it  out  it  burst,  and, 
besides  the  fluid  already  described,  it  coniiained  three  other  smalkr 
ones.    The  tentorium  cerebelli  was  also  obsenrsd  to  be  pudied 
very  much  up,  and  on  taking  out  the  cerebdlum,  there  weie 
found,  in  the  fourth  ventriclei  besides  water,  several  faydatids, 
which  distended  it  so  that  it  could  have  contained  a  hen^s  egg.  In 
the  bottom  of  thU  ventricle,  on^  the  right  side»  there  was  an  in- 
durated portion  the  size  of  an  almondtof  a  yellowish  cokwr,  vA 
as  if.  covered  with  matter.     From  this,  other  indurations,  like 
catgut)  extended  in  various  directions.    There  were  in  adl  twcbe 
hydatids  of  difierent  sizes,  besides  half  a  pint  of  water. 
Tlie.fifth  section  treats  of  the  flat  worms  FasctoU^  or  Ligube. 
1.  Fasdola  lupaticttf  ovata  plana,  BochoUii.  Habitat  in  vesks- 
la  fellea.    An  original  observation  of  Bucholz  of  Weimar,  in 
which  the  gall-fbladder  aras  found  filled  arith  these  wonps,  coo- 
firms  the  preceding  accounts  of  Bidbo,  Bauhin,  and  Pallas.    The 
last  of  these  authors  says,  that  the  bodies  in  which  they  occsr 
are  always  dropsical,  dieir  omentum  shrivelM,  their  kidneys  on- 
^ually  small,  and  their  liver  very  large,  the  gall-4ttcts  enoroioii4* 
ly  distended,  the  bile  tasteless,  thick  piid  granular^  and  almost  sH 
me  intestines  beset  with  hydatids* 
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2.  Hexathyridium  pinmuicola^  labio  distinctOy  reCractili  j  capite 
in  fine  ostiis  sex  pertorato,  Cauda  cunrata;  ventre  bifuroo. 
The  only  example  of  this  worm  was  foand  bjr  Treutler  in  the  fat 
of  an  ovarium* 

S.  Hexathfridium  venarum,  corpore  elongato,  depresso,  lanceo* 
lato;  capite  labiato,  infra  poris  sex  obsitoi  colk>  indistincto; 
dorsi  areola  ex  albo  cuerulea;  ventre  poris  duobus  dissetis'; 
Cauda  recta  |  margine  nullo.  This  insect  was  extracted,  accord* 
ing  to  Treutler,  from  a  ruptured  hole  in  the  anterior  tibial  vein  | 
but  we  must  confess  that  we  suspect  some  fallacy  in  the  observa* 
tbn,  as  there  evidentW  is  in  all  the  preceding  histories  of  worms 
and  insects  found  in  tne  blood. 

The  inf  usory  animals  of  the  human  body,  we  pass  altogether 
over,  as  having  no  practical  interest. 

The  Hirudo  ionguiiuga  and  H.  medieinalU  ZTt  described  as  ani- 
mals which  occasionally  fasten  on  the  human  body.  The  ex« 
pedition  to  Egypt  has  furnished  us  with  a  still  more  dangerous 
•p^cies,  which  is  swallowed  with  the  water,,  and  fixes  on  me  in- 
side of  the  oesophagus  and  stomach. 

The  worms  which  penetrate  the  skin  and  burrow  under  it,  are 
the  Gordius  aquatlcui,  Filarm  Medi^^insis  and  turia  infimalu*  Tho 
first  is  supposed  by  our  author  and  others  to  be  a  frequent  cause 
of  paronychia.  To  the  history  of  the  second,  the  preceding 
numbers  of  this  Journal  have  finished  no  inconsiderable  addition* 
The  existence  of  t}ie  third  is  highly  problematical.  It  is  doubc- 
ed,  both  on  account  of  the.  singularity  of  the  efl^ects  ascribed  to  it^ 
and  the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  worm  has  been  discover- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  Linnseus  and  Solander  firmly  believe  they 
have  seen  it.  The  lattv  expvt^sses, himself  thus:  ^<  Had  I  not 
seen  the  disease  with  my  owni^eyes,  and  had  the  worm  in  my 
own  hand,  I  could  scarcely  ^ye  .believed  what  is  related  of 
it."  The  disease  ascribed  to  this,  insect  is  a  carbuncle  or  boil« 
which  quickly  becomes  gangrenous,  and  terminates  fatally,'  un- 
less the  mo#t  active  remedies  be  immediately  resorted  to^  or  the 
part  be  extirpated  by  the  knife,  or  actual  cautery.  A  disease  of 
this  kind  is  endemic  in  various  countries  It  is  called  in  Bothnia, 
SJtatt  09  Shot,  in  Siberia  Mw(vumja  humu  pr  pUgue,  in  Tlrtary 
Mohmoj  and  in  Franconia  Flugbramd^  or  rapid  gangrene.  It  is  as^ 
cribed  to  the  action  of  ^n  external  cause,  and  nominally  to  the 
f  una  infernalis,  because  it  never  attacks  men  or  cattle  in  townSf 
but  only  in  the.  fields  i  because  1^  always  commences  in  those  parts 
of  the  body  which  are  exposed  to  the.  air,  in  a  single  point,  with 
an  acute  j)ain  lii^e  the  prjck:  of  a.needle  1  because,  in  the  boil  ai 
red  or  hluisfi  poinf  is  been  like  thf  bif^qf  an  insect  |  axul  lastly^ 
because  the  progress  of  thf  disease  is  so  easily  checked^  by  des* 
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ttojiog  or  rMifviiig  Atf  pakt.  S^  however,  the  inaitaciable 
jmsiiccearfvl  tttempu  to  find  any  worm  in  the  seat  of  the  di»- 
case;  the  possibiUtv  of  accounting  for  the  disease  independendy 
of  its  existence  \  indeed,  the  simihiritjr  of  some  of  its  dc^criptioiiB 
with  a  disease  of  sheep  tailed  the  sickness  in  the  Mood  by  our 
Scots  shepherds,  and  the  Target  of  some  parts  of  England,  and 
the  potfibtlity  of  mistaking  the  core  or  nucleus  comoaon  In  car- 
bundes  for  a  worm,  induce  us  to  differ  from  our  author^  and  to 
disbelieve  its  existence. 

Of  die  remaining  sections,  containing  the  histories  of  aingolar 
,  and  intsediUe  cases,  we  shall  say  nothing,  but  refer  the  cuiiotis 
to  the  work  itself.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  been  much  satiaficd 
^idi  these  volumes,  and  with  the  total  want  of  pretension  in 
their  author.  As  mere  con^atiotis,  they  evince  mudi  indus- 
try and  jud|^Kfent,  but  cb^y  ar6  frequently  enriched  with  origi- 
aal  obsei:vadons  of  intercut  and  importance.  The  plates^  in  tlie 
same  manner,  constat  of  good  cc^ies  from  the  best  origtoala,  with 
.  the  addkioo  of  some  figufes  which  have  never  been  before  pub- 
lished. 


IL 

An  Etsaj  OH  the  Disease  catted  Telhw^Pever^  wth  Observi^ns 
t9ti£ermng  febrUe  CoMagian^  Typhus  Fever ^  Dfsentetj^  mnd  the 
flaguet  partif  ddh^red  as  tbiGulsitmsm  Lectures  befi§^  tie  Cd- 
fige  ef  Pbysicians^  in  the  years  1906  and  \S07.  By  Bdwarx) 
Nathamibl  Banceoft,  M.  D.  Pellow  of  the 'Royal  Ccrflege 
of  Physicians,  Physician  to  the  Army,  and  fate  Physician  to  & 
George's  Hospitsl.  avo,  pp.  811.  Loadon,  181 1. 

WB  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  peruse  so  large  a  vofaiaae,  te 
a  medical  subject,  which  awakened  our  interest  and  en- 
gaged our  attentioa  throughom,  so  uniformly  as  the  essay  -befoic 
us.  Tht  subject,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  interestiiig  diat  can 
occupy  the  consideration  of  the  medical  philosopher,  for,  while 
the  occurrence  <rf  these  fatal  epidemic  diseases  is  comiected  with 
so  many  important  political  events  in  the  lustory  of  matddoad, 
and  with  so  many  ciieumsfunces  in  the  phyincal  Uatory  cf  the 
slobe ;  die  source  ftom  which  they  originate,  the  means  by  wiiidi 
dley  are  dissemimtcd^  andootse^uently  the  expedients  bf  which 

they 
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they  maj  be  avQukdf  pcereotcdt  or  ieitenma^Ud,  are  objecta  9^ 
the  greatest  practical  iin];>ortance.  It  is  not  easy*  indeed,  to  coz^ 
ceive  tb^  extent  of  the  practical  evils  that  must  ensue*  ..vben  a 
contagious  malady  is  mistaken,  fof  one  that,  is  not  conta^ousi 
or  when,  on  th&  Contrary,  an  epidemiQ»  destitute  of  aoy  contagit 
ous  properties,  is  bclipved  to  t>e  propagated  by  contagion  alont^ 
The  former  error  has  perhaps  but  seldom  been  committed  s  fp? 
the  knowledge  and  terror  of  contagion  seem  to  have  existed  frgni 
the  earliest  ages.  But  the  latter,  from  the  influence  of  that  popu* 
lar  terrpf,  aim  from  the  extreme  di£Eiculty  of  tracipg  the  progress 
of  an  agent,  which  is  not  cognizable  by  the  senses,  and  is  known 
only  to  exist  by  its  remote  effects,  has,  doubtless,  bui  too  oftea 
been  acted  upon,  with  an  aggravatipn  of  all  the  iniscries  attendwt 
on  so  terrible  a  calamity.  So  great^  boweYer  is  tbe  difficulty  just 
alluded  to,  that  not  only  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  the  profes- 
sional observers  have  often  adopted  different  and  opposite  opi- 
nions, relative  to  the  nature  of  these  epidemics  *,  and  that,  evcQ 
in  our  own  times,  an  extensive  epidemic  seldom  occurs,  respect^ 
ing  the  nature  of  which  all  the  medical  spectators  concur  in  theii: 
opinions.  Of  this,  not  only  the  fevers  of  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  together  with  those  of  Spain,  but  even  the  recent  fevers, 
so  fatsd  to  those  eugag/ed  in  the  expedition  to  Wakbereoi  afford 
us  examples. 

It  is  surefy,  therefore,  a  most  important  object  of  inquiry,  to 
trace  the  circumstances  which  have  been  observed  to  be  common 
to  different  epidemics,  whether  as  to  the  local  peculiarities  of  si- 
tuation,  temperature,  &c.  or  as  to  the  phenomena  of  the  disease^ 
themselves ;  whence  some  general  principle  may  be  deduced^  upon 
which  the  reasoning  of  future  observers  may  be  safety  conducted. 
This  ia  the  object  dFDr  Bancroft;  who  has  shewn  himself,  not 
only  from  his  extensive  personal  observation  of  epidemic  feversj 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but  from  his  industry,  acutenesSp 
and  general  as  well  as  professional  erudition,  eminently  qualified 
for  the  investigation,  which  he  has  undertaken.  He  might,,  we 
think,  have  condensed  his  materials  within  a  narrower  compass 
than  eight  bundled  pages,  without  much  diminishing  the  force 
of  his  inferences ;  but,  on  the  whole,  we  are  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  his  prolixity ;  since  a  question  of  this  nature  can 
only  be  finally  determined  by  the  most  ample  accumulation  di 
respectable  evidence  ;  and  that  which  he  has  adduced,  appear^ 
to  be  highly  entitled  to  that  character. 

Of  tbis  mass  of  evideQce,  however,  ^hlcb  it  appeared  to  tfai 
author  necefSsary  thus  to  detail  at  length,  we' canpot  convey  th^ 
force  and  substance  vtridiin  the  compass  of  an  article  tike  the  pre'- 
seuti  we  fear,  therefore,  that  we  may  greatly  weaken  the  effect 
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6f  the  argument,  irfiieh  he  haa  adopted^bjr  any  attempt  at  abridge* 
ineht. 

^  After  pointing  ^t  the  innacnrate  nomenclatnre  which  the  no- 
ftologistSy  and  Other  writers  have  appKed  to  jrcilow-ferer,  and 
giving  his  prefereffcei  on  the  whole,  to  the  term  <*  catuus^  or  ar- 
dent fever^  Dr  Bancroft  animadyerts  on  the  want  of  preoskn 
with  Which  the  term  Tellow-fever  has  been  used,  and  to  which 
lie  attributes  much  of  the  ambiguity  that  has  prevailed  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease,     it  is  a  fact*  he  states,  that  in  all 
countries,  in  i^kh  the  atmospheric  heat  during  certain  seasons, 
i^ses  usually  to  the  85th  degree  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  or 
higher,  all  fevers,  however  produced,  have  a  tendency  to  assume 
the  violent  and  dangerous  form,  which  is  generally  considered 
ds  the  characteristic  of  yellow-fever.    Nevertheless,  those  spo- 
i^adic  fevers,  he'belteves,  are  always  of  a  continued  type ;  where^ 
as  the  epidemic  yellow-fever,  almost  always  shews  a  disposidoa 
to  remit,  unless  tne  speedy  death  or  recovery  of  the  patient  pre- 
cludes a  second  paroxysm.    The  causes  of  sporadic  fever  are 
well  known,  and  may  be  avoided  by  almost  every  individuals  viz. 
intoxication,  and  other  excesses,  cold,  fatigue,  passions*  &c.  to« 
together  with  j^revious  or  subsequent  exposure  to  the  soJar  heat. 
After  a  concise  detail  of  the  symptoms  of  the  remittent  qr 
epideofie  yellow-fever,  the  author  observes,  that  when  it  tcrmi- 
ii'ates  fatally,  iris  generally  the  consequence  of  some  irreparable 
injurv  havii^  occurred  eiuer  in  the  brain  or  in  the  stomach, 
whith,  he  bdieves,  jointly  suflFer  in  every  case  more^ir  less  :  but, 
he  remaps,    ; 

^  *^Those  who  ^le  from  an  affection  of  the  head,  generally  perish 
early  in  the  disease,  and  with  less  vomiting,  especially  of  blackish 
ir  dark- coloured  matters;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  those  in 
whom  this  last  symptom  greatly  predominates,  are  usually  found 
to  have  their  mental  faculties  clear,  though  ofben  much  weakened, 
and  they  seldom  expire  before  the  end  of  the  fomtht  or  the  beginning 
of  the  fifth  day.  (p.  17.) 

In  cases  of  the  former  kind,  dissection  exhibits  unequivocal 
6igns  of  inflammation  in  the  brain  and -its  membranes ;  while  in 
the  latter,  indications  of  inflammation  in  the  stomach,  equally 
unequivocal,  are  found.  <<  In  some  cases,  alm6st  the  whole  inner 
surface  was  inflamed  \  very  often  portions  of  the  villous  coat 
were  abraded,  ^and  not  unfrequently  observed  floating  among  the 
contents  of  that  viscus.'*  It  is  from  this  inflammation^  the  author 
contendSf  that  the  hlacl  vdi»fVj( which  has  been  assumed  by  the 
Spaniards  as  the  appellation  of  the  fever)  arises,  and  not,  as  is 
erroneously  supposed  by  many,  from  morbid  bile.  From  numc- 
rous  ^issectioDSt  made  by  Ibr  Physkk,  of  New  York,  ft  has 
'^^ 'cd,  that,  in  these  cas^^the  liver  ifi  rareljiloond  diseas- 
ed. 


d,  but  the  stomach  always  i  that  the  black  matter  was  nerer  dit* 
rovered  in  the  gall  bladder,  or  the  liTer  ;  that  the  stomach  hat 
»eeii  seen  loaded  with  it,  while  the  bile  in  the  gall- Madder  was  ia 
ts  natural  healthy  state,  and  the  liver  free  from  disease;  and  even 
n  several  cases,  when  a  contraction  of  the  pylorus  had  completely 
obstructed  the  passage  from  the  duodenum  into  the  stomach.  Th^ 
natter  of  black  vomit,  besides,  diflers  entirely  in  all  its  proper* 
ies,  in  colour,  and  /ajfr,  from  biie.  In  many  cases,  the  black 
substance  was  found  adhering  tb  portions  of  the  inner  surface  of 
lie  stomach,  whkh,  when  this  Was  removed,  were  found  inflam* 
!d,  when  there  was  no  inflammatian  in  other  parts.  Th« 
fellownessof  the  skin,  however,  is  derived  from  bile}  but  not 
from  a  redundance  of  the  secretion,  Dr  Bancroft  believes^  but 
probably  from  a  regurgitation,  or  forcing  of  the  bile  into  the  he* 
patic  veins,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  convulsive  action  of  the 
diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles,  in  vomiting.  In  a  similar 
wray,  he  supposes,  the  jaundice  is  produced,  which  speedily  fol« 
lows  the  bite  of  vipers,  and  other  poisonous  animals,  when  coii« 
vulsive  vomiting  is  excited,  sometimsteveh  within  an  hour,  ac« 
cording  to  Mead.  SImihr  yellowness  has  been  also  the  speedy 
result  of  eating  certain  pmsonous  fungi  in  Europe^  and  fishes  in 
the  East  and  West  Indies. 

The  two  diseases,  with  whidi  t^e  yellow«fever  has  been  con* 
founded  by  some  writers,  and  between  which  and  the  latter  Dr 
Bancroft  deems  it  necessary  to  establish  die  diagnosis,  are  tht 
plague  and  typhus.  From  the  plague,  the  yellow^fcvet  dii&rs^ 
inasmuch  as  it  occurs  exclusively  under  a  degree  of  heat,  whidh 
would  certainly  destroy  or  stop  tne  progress  of  the  plague,«^t  i$ 
not  accompanied  with  the  glandular  and  cutaneous  affections 
called  buboes  and  caTbuncles,'--it  is  always  attended  by  a  violent 
febrile  paroxysm,  which  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  the  plague, 
and  it  very  rarely  attacks  necroes,  and  aiFects  them  much  less 
violently  than  whites  living  under  the  same  circumstances. 
^  **  Yellow  fever  differs  from  typhus  in  the  following  circumstances; 
VIZ.  ft  prevails  only  during  or  immediately  after  very  hot  jeasons, 
in  which  typhus  is  soon  extinguished  i  and  it  is,  in  its  turn,  com* 
pletely  extinguished  upon  the  accession  of  cold  weather,  in  which 
typhus  is  commonly  most  prevalent ;— it  attacks  most  readily  and 
most  violently  the  young  and  robust,  over  whom  typhus  is  allowed 
to  have  the  least  power;— it  begins  with  much  greater  exertions  of 
the  living  power  than  typhus,  is  aittended  with  many  difiifrent 
symptoms,  and  terminates  much  sooner ;— it  is,  besides,  disposed  to 
r^mit,  and  it  frequently  changes  inso  a  regnbr  remittent,  aiid  some* 
times  even  into  an  intermittent  fever,  which  true  typhus  isnever  ob- 
served to  do.  Tha«  are  some  other  importanl  circumstances  in 
which  the  three  diseases  difier  'from  each  oth^/Jtmt  these  ^e  re^ 
sern;d  for  nnotber  plnce**'  (p.  5i.) 

Contagion 


I 
Q^^bRgVu^U  fVB^ 4iii\^  W^^\  diq^wmiwi*  ham  ^itd 
t(Xi  a^4  W\^  cQjof^.  viiifler  a^f  npfic^  pre^^ljh    Qn  the  ^vl^Pft  oi 
ttie  .tire^unc^u^  of  ydlaw-^emer^  the  o^nHli^?wyi^  of  Vh  S^ncnit 
^ppC^r  CO.  k^  e^eedu\gl]^  judiciottii  ^d  ibougl^  ^Hf&  compir- 
l^end.perl^ps  ^U  ;^at  c^n  be  inc^lc^d  slb  «>^hegfn«f%l  pro- 
Cipks  upoa  wh^cl^  tl^  dii^e^^  U  to^  bo  condi^o4  t|iraii||^  k& 
CQur^ :  for  he  |f  operly  d^scl^imsi  ^f^  ifit^aiio^  f  f  ^^^(MSuneBl- 
ing  nay  particular  mod^  of  p^ac^i^  tha^  c;^  bo  aratipaU^  totkf 
sevetrat  faring  and  varieties  of  the  4iwi|S^-    WuU  fciycctti^ 
blopi'lming^  he  ia  of  opif^o?^  t|^^t  ||ip^  iQrf^OQ^^^c  ^HFHfilf  "^ 
.]irp8cribe  it  altqg^tl^r,  ou  the  ^iinP?s^^n  U^t  (^  ie^i^f  ^  W 
^Umates  aTQ  H^^V}^  of  ^l^f^  natux%  Imye  bof n  W  '^^  ^Mi 
fl)istake«  iacqv^^plieiicooJFth^  sapidity  i»th  whkh^fl^op- 
tonui  ^e(|otiqg  putridity  (tq  ufc  the  coomon  pbra«»>  oftf Af^po- 
vone,  and  w|vick  b?i$  W  tl^^ia  to  ovedook  th«  ▼iolent  ^Dd  «i- 
In^MSting  ^(np(Qn^s  vrhvcb  precede  the  btter^  and  ase  m  f»^  the 
cauaeot  tbeou    'Pi^  hax^d,  full,  a\^  ^^ng  pi^,— ^  diMw* 
IMOg  seiue  or  ut^irersal  diste^^io^,  ttie    redi^  starting,  iiv^ery 
C]fe»   and  the  parched  skin,  (not  to   m^ntioa  the  tinc^ivo- 
q^l  appear^ces  generaUy  e.\blbit«d  ^  ^^ssectioo)    aff  9a£- 
jiently  c^ewoiwtRtive  qf  t^*^  ipft^pvuory  natiire  o|  th^  disease 
in  the  commencement,  in  the  violent  qise^.    tft  bow^yai^  ihe  o- 
.perationof  bl9a4fl^.(ing  be  OfOt  peo^^fnofd  >(«¥y  o?ll]b  ^  wtfhin 
tweAty*favf,  or  ^ve^  t^^irelye  ipur^,  fy^  the  j^ts^Ml».fl|e  vail- 
chief  U  prabably  ^dx9/ifcpi  beyopd  tl^  rea^  9I  t^i%  t^vi^j.  The 
ai^ihc^  ^iow9^  howeves,  that  ^l^t^  are  G?ae8,  ia  vA^h  fakcdk^ 
may  be  auperfluoutf  or  even  dctrime^a^  •  ^  ^cae^J  ^  ^ 
cyacuatiQQy  and  t^e  extern  .to  whi^K  ^t  shpi^d  b^  9^iruedt  can 
^  only  be  determi^^^  by  th^  vigour  of  the  patient,  a^d  by  the  vio- 
lence and  pi^evious  duration  of  the  inflammatory  symptomf.    In 
regard  to  the  external  application,  as  well  as  int^iial  use  o( 
cold  vuicr,  Qr  Bapcfpft  bears  ample  testimony  to  thf  ^cctaracy 
oJF  the  principles  L^d  dovirn  by  Di:  Curriey  and  to  the  sa^tasy  in- 
fluence of  the  remedy.    He  refors  to  a  number  of  passages  in  the 
writings  of  Hippocrates,  in  which  sin(^ilar  practice^w^  adopted 
an4  recommendtd,  as  ttrell  as  by  some  more  n^deifn  au^thonti^ 
in  proof  of  the  existence  of  similar  practice,  and  o£  it$  decided 
e$oacy  both  in  the  fevers  of  the  fiast  and  Wfst  ladiftS.    With  a 
view  tQd>tain  the  reduction  of  the  morbid  t^penMro^  withiiBt 
fatiguing  the  patieat,  he  advises  nhs  spreadiag  of  a  siaglo  vetted 
sheet  over  him  as  he  lies  in  bed.  -  fii^athmh  ol  iBch  m  amluie  as 
not  to  ofiifind  the  stomach  by  their  bulk  or  quality^  andr  as  to  pre- 
dttceiMFo  evacuations  daily,  are  deemed  necessary  $  espectadtty  ca^ 
lomel,  vvith  jalap,  nimboge,  or  similar  medicines*      Stmfia  aie 
condemned  by  Dr  Bancroft^  andj  we  think^  upoa  ¥f9xA  nd  tai» 
ttonal  grooods :  namely, 


«f  Kril^  ^i^tti^ f#pto0at^ f^^  is^ ibfir pr'mcipal  ckjouot  fit- 
vpqw^  iHi^sts^  w)iUI^  is  vtry  apt  to  cootimie,  apd  even  ia  a  greacv 
Ji*||iii>  (tMA  baio^ ;  for  tbis.sjrmittQVi.rarely  proceeds  frpis  any  load 
vf  Hudigc^ted  (godf  or  bi)e»  or  phlegm  n>  th^  stoniacb)  but  seems 
rather  to  proceed  from  od)er  causes,  such  as.  sympathy  with  the 
p;i9rhid  s^^^  ^  the  braio,  or  of  the  surface  of  the  bo(ff»  or  else  frodii 
an  i^Q^iniipatory  affection  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach  itself;  and 
cliese  are  causes  tvhich  emetic's  hare  fittk  power  to  remove.     8& 
condly,  the  patient  cannot  vomit  without  making  violent  effDrtt, 
which  wW  exhatm  his  strength,  inevtase  the  chcnladoa,  and  pvopd 
a  hirge  ^uiuUfcity  of  hlftod  into  the  head,  where  it  may  occatioa  the 
num  tericAM  mbqhidl    Thifdly»  theie  U  a  peoiltar  tendency  m 
a  waMB MttipenrtatCitefciKbr  the  eMoacb  aad  imttstinet  i>^xed,  }f. 
Mtahl^  wd^  iiahlt  ^  lafleamMJfnij  h«n^  tlw  great  prevaleMe  of 
ehohm  mmk/^  end  dytifvfmf^iXK  aU  cpa^tskat  towaxds  the  end  of 
^Muoir  «nd  aMIumi  eed.thU  aetecal  e&ct  of  hen^ 
IMfe.pitrGCf>Uble  thaa  in  the  yeUow-feven  >P  wbicha disposi^on  tD 
-Vomii^  i§  i^uaUy  a  very  ^V^^J  symptom*  and  ooe  oT  the  most  diffi- 
cult \0k  aOay,  a^  weU  as.  one  of  die  most  fataU  if  not  allayed;  for 
whi^  is  properly  understood  by  the  term  of  the  Blach  Vomit,  rarely 
Qccursi  except  as  a  sequel  to  frequent  vomitings :  nor  can  we  be  sur- 
prised at  the  remarkable  frequency  of  this  disposition  to  vomit,  ainee 
w^  leiarn,  ftom  very  numerous  dissections,  that  the  stomach  U 
mope  or  less  inflamed  in  most  of  those  who  have  died  of  the  yd- 
fow.ibver.    Instead,  therefore^  of  prescribing  esMtics  tn  this  disor- 
der, ii  soonbecMie  my  ohief  anxiety,  vriiile  atlendiag  the  sick  in 
m^lan^  ho^kak,  in  the  Wetf  Indies^  to  calm  the  irritatioa  pf 
thatteflMch  faf  evety  pos^le  meaasi  and  I  had  foU  employment 
ia  thift«ce«pationb '  4:^»  (p.  65bei  s«q.) 

Dr  Ihncroft^,  reasons  for  not  joining  in  the  general  commen- 
dation bestowed  upon  sudnriftct^'in  diis  fever,  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly soun4. 

<«  H^Thef  do  pot  aeem  tp  b«  at  sdl  neeessary :  because  a  natural 
pe^iViU'mtioarWill  (eadily  ensues  as  spoo  as  the  excess  of  heat  above 
the  stAndar4  of  h^aitb  h^  been,  removed,  which  can  be  accomplish- 
ed Viiih  cvr/i^/ii/yby  the  proper  application  of  ^old  water  to  the  sivfacc 
of  tlus  bqdy.  Sdly,  The  means  by  which  a  perspiration  4s  to  be  ct- 
cited  axe  not  altogether  innocent." 

ISm^  WliWir  «V^^  ^^^^  ^  ad4ing  that  theae  mediciaes  are 
^[g|9.iiMreaae  tb^;  iriit^bUijty  of  the  atomacht  and  the  disport- 
torn  IP  fonvil  \^%'4  thev  laiji  tp.  excite  diaphoxesiA^  thiey  in- 
Ciowi  iht  b69t*  and  UiCr  cl^termiaaUQf|i  to  the  he;i4».  and  tend  to 
kvglhevi  tSb^WSl^Wfh  Vli  Sawroft  .cecomm<ml«i  the  early 
nae  af  k§rh  ai4  ^9rdid4%  i  ^-'aa  soon  as  the  £cbri)e  commotion  of 
liia  %m  BMOfy^V^  ia  fii^i^mu  It  shoidd»  howevet>  be  a  rule, 
Widdi^  lWfel(B^gi«%l|||ri(  an  Aia  disorder  tiU  th^  period  dboye 
,  mentioned ; 
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mentioned ;  ^  for  if  it  be  given  when  there  is  a  parehMl  ekin,  a 
hard  pulse,  a  dry  tongue,  great  heat  and  pain  at  the  stomach,  or 
delirium,  it  will  generally  be  found  to  increase  and  prolong  these 
symptoms  :**  (p.  76,)  an  observation,  we  believe,  of  universal 
application  in  febrile  diseases. 

Onihe  subject  oi  mercury^  as  a  remedy  in  yellow*fever,  our 
author's  observations  appear  to  be  equally  consistent  with  ra- 
tional views  of  its  operation,  and  with  the  most  correct  observa- 
tions of  experienced  practitioners.     Administered  so  as  to  pro- 
dttce  saiivatioH^  its  fpoA  efiects  have  appeared  to  Dr  Bancroft, 
during  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  its  operation,  extreme* 
ly  equivocal.     Dr  Rush  has  candidly  stated^  that  in  the  hospital 
at  Philadelphia,  «*  where  bleeding  was  sparingly  used,  and  where 
the  physicians  depended  chiefly  upon  salivation,  mwt  iiam  mt 
half  died  of  all  the  patients  who  were  admitted."*    (Med.  Inq. 
and  Obs.  V.  128).    Our  author  believes,  that  the  good  effects 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  have  been  greatly  crzaggeratcd  ;—- 
<<  that  many  persons  haxe  died  of  the  fever  in  question,  ahhou^ 
mercury,  administered  externally  or  internally,  had  produced  a 
copious  salivary  discharge  |—- and  that,  in  very  many  others  who 
.  have  recovered,  this  discharge  did  not  begin  Until  after  a  solu* 
(ion,  or  a  great  mitigation  of  the  disease  had  evidently  taken 
place,  which  scrfution  or  mitigation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  the  effect  of  the  salivation.''  p.  84*.     As  large  quanticies  of 
mercury  were  often  given  to  patients,  (who  sulMequently  died,) 
without  producing  any  obvious  efiect,  either  on  the  bowels  or 
on  the  salivary   glands,  Dr  Bancroft  thinks  it  fan*  to  infer, 
that  the  system  had,  in  these  cases,  already  sunk  into  a  great 
general  torpor,  or  deficient  excitability ;  and  that,  on  the  con. 
trary,  where  patients  recovered,  when  salivation  took  place^  both 
the  salivation  and  the  recovery  must  be  ascribed  to  the  unim* 
paired  state  of  the  vital  powers,  or  excitability,  which  reinaiiied, 
and  that  the  one  was  not  the  cause  of  the  other.    Or  Bancroft, 
however,  deems  the  use  of  mercury,  as  ^purgativif  <'  highly  be- 
neficial 't*  and  into  this  quality  we  have  generally  been  disposed 
to  believe  that  its  reported  efficacy  in  all  fevers  is  to  be  resolved* 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  substance  of  the  «  First  Pari**  of 
this  work.  The  remaining  four  Parts,  occupying,  together  with  a 
close-printed  Appe^idix,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  p(ig«l»  con. 
tain  the  arguments  and  ample  evidence  in  favouf  of  che«0St«Ms- 
tagious  nature  of  the  yellow-fever,  the  establishuiefnt  of  which 
is  the  main  ol^ect  of  this  elaborate  publkatioo ; '  togddier  with 
some  observations  on  typhus,  and  'oh  the  filague.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  communicate  more  than  the  general  cMdusi4oiis>' 
to  which  the  author  has  arrived^  upon  the  vi^foos  .queetioiis 

which 


wliicli.occttpy  his  attention  in  tbie  cmtnc  of  this  inquiry,  with* 
oat  attempting  to  comprcas  into  oar  limits  the  substance  of  the 
evidence  on  which  they  are  groanded,  and,  therefore,  we  are 
conagious  that  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  author.  But  we  may 
state,  in  general,  that  we  have  se^n  few  medical  questions  dis-» 
cussed  with  a  more  enlarged  view  of  facts,  or  a  more  lucid  ar- 
rangement of  the  materials  collected  from  numerous  sources^ 
and  that  the  author  has,  in  our  opinion,  gone  farther  to  sub« 
stantiate,  with  few  exceptions,  the  inierences  which  he  has  form*, 
ed,  than  any  preceding  writer  on  the  subject. 

Before  he  inquires  into  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  jellow  fe- 
ver, Dr  Bancroft  enters  ac  considerable  length  into  the  discus- 
sion  of  two  questions  which  he  deemfr  it  necessary  to  determine 
previoasly:  namely,  i.  «  Whether  «// fevers  are  naturally  con* 
tagiotts  ?"  ais  I>r9  Qeghom,  R.  Hamilton,  Clarke,  Fordyce,  and 
some  others  have  maintained;  and,  2*  •<  Whether  a  fever, 
strictly  contagious,  can  be  generated^  bv  an  accumulation  of  filth, 
or  of  putrefying  or  putrid  matters,  or  by  the  crowding  of  heal- 
thy pmons  into  confined  or  unventilated  places  i^  In  replying 
in  the  negative  to  the  first  question,  Dr  Bancroft  quotes  from 
the  writings  of  Litid,  Badenoch,  Tiotter,  Clarke,  &c.  several 
histories  of  the  occurrence  of  severe  and  most  fatal  fevers  oft 
shipboard,  all  of  which  were  confined  to  the  individuals  who  had 
slept^  on  sbmrej  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Asia,  or  the  islands  ad* 
jouiing  them,  and  were  of  the  remitting  type,  and  never  seized 
any  one  person  in  the  ships  who  had  not  been  on  shore  exposed 
to  miasmata* 

The  second  question  involves  the  consideration  of  an  exten* 
sive  detail  of  facts,  which,  after  some  inconclusive  reasoning  on 
the  necessary  identity  of  the  origin  of  contagion  in  all  cases,  and 
the  necessary,  variety  •  of  contagious  fevers,  if  they  originated 
from  various  collections  of  putridity^  the  author  admits  to  be 
the  only  ground  for  determining  the  matter.  His  first  details 
go  to  disprove-,  the  supposition,  that  putrid  ammal  substances, 
however  offensive  to  the  organs  of  sense,  or  however  copiously 
and  widely  diffused,  are  capable  of  generatiiig  fever  or  conta* 
gion  ;  although  it  is  admitted  that,  in  privies  and  other  confined 
places,  they  sometimes  give  out  vapours  so  condensed  and  noxi- 
ous as  to  produce  asphyxia,  and  occasionally  death,  in  those  who 
inspiFe  them.  The  exhumations  at  Dunkirk  in  178$,  and  those 
in  the  chucclwyatd  of  the  Saints  Innooents  at  Paris,  in  1?86» 
were^  indeed,  upon  so  large  a  scale  ^s  to  decide  this  Question, 
lo  the  latter  case  nearly  20,000  bodies  were  taken  up,  m  every 
at^e  of  putrefaction,  md  a  considerable  |part  of  the  work  was 
-carried^  diwiog.^tbe  jii^^/  heafii^'  ffommkr^  yet  no  febrile 
.      .      '  disorder 


3U  J^l^^xm^§mal^3lVk^h^^hv^,^r^  h^ 

4i0pv4eir  ws»  fifCMbm4  by  dut  imn^iiiw  nans  of  campUK 
^ouiQ.  de  Fhystquot  (ox  1791.  Ana.  de  Chimie,  Tom.  VL 
9c9t4e«  sooBi^  otber  ftcts  miNltii9iMd  in  th«  text»  Ae  author  k 
inserted  in  hi^  U,  Appendix  several  additional  docmatnj  - 
proof  of  thq  he^lthine^  of  persons  Viv'mg  in  the  midst  of  6 
oiQSt  c^«nsivc:  exJ^aUtiona  from  putrefying  miit^tr  ^th  pens 
^^pnaitf.  But  upon  Uus  pointy  it  is  altogether  nnneoess^ry  :  | 
u#  to  dilate^  as  tfa«  harmlessness  of  such  ^xha|a,tion8  has  bei 
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abundantly  demonstrated  by  Dr  Chisholmj  in  his  abl^ 
that  subject,  inserted  in  this  Journal  *• 

With  respect  to  the  second  branch  of  this  qnestion»  the  bt 
cy  of  the  general  opinion  may  perhaps  not  be  so  easilf  dense 
Itrable.  It  is  nowi  y^e  believe,  commonly  admitted,  tlut»  tc  ;^: 
the  words  of  Or  Cullen,  «  The  effluvia  constantly  arising  £^ 
the  human  bod/t  if  long  retained  in  the  same  place,  widiout  > 
ing  diffused  in  tbe  atmosphere,  acquire  a  i^nguls^r  vii^knce,  d 
in  that  state^  being  applied  to  the  bodies  of  men,  t^y  ^v^l 
the  cause  of  a  ft^ver,  which  is  highly  conts^iqus.**  (First  h^- 
$  Ixxai.)  In  this  way»  it  is  supposed  that  tophus  is  asoaliy  ft» 
fated  in  the  hab^ations  of  the  poor^  in  jails,  hospitals,  and  ociit 
close  situations :  and  fhe  supposition  seems  to  be  counleiui^ 
by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  fever  where  no  comaani'^ 
tio^  of  OQntagion  can  possibly  be  tracedt-^by  its  almost  esc'> 
sive  pr^aleiice  in  such  situations,-.-and  by  the  facili^  w^- 
i^rhich  its  progress  is  arrested  by  thoie  means^. which  obTiaU'^ 
^ocumulati(>t)i  of  hum^n  ^fi|\ivia  i  namely,  by  deauline^  ^ 
ventilation.  We  admit,  however,  that  these  are  bj  oo  ©e^ 
incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  fact,  but  are  capable  of  expl^sat^- 
upon  either  principles ;  and  we  acknowledge  the  diftcuitji  iu:- 
fd  by  J)r  Bancroft,  of  conceiving  bow  these  CDnta|iou»  pr^^p** 
ties  are  acquired  by  the  ^cumnlasiom  of  the  .  effluvia ;  we  di^ 
however,  aJlow,  that  Dr  Bancroft  has  cpUectcdt  with  &ing^ 
industry  and  felicity,  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  wl^ 
die  supposed  cause  existed  ii)  full  force,  withovt  giving  rise  ^ 
its  imputed  effects.  As  far  4S  mgative  arguments  avul}  tb^ 
statements  are  weighty. 

Or  Ban^i^ft  quotes  the  accounts,  given  by  yaiious  n^rig^^^ 
;i&d  travellers,  of  the  closet  almost  subt^rranepus,  ^Qtelsi  - 
which  tl^  inhabiunis  of  the  arctic  regions  <<  stew*'  theqsKlf^' 
&rh4f  the  year,  vithout  a^y  ventilation^  togeth^  witb^ 
semifpntrid  pyovisioniu  Aeir  os^rmientSA  aqd  eteiy  V^J 
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ISlf .  Dr  BftMioft  m  the  JTiUm^PiUTs  4c. "  S3» 

fikfay  scarcely  supportable  to  those  who  hate  visited  them.    Yet 

U  is  asserted  Vjr  Lessep,  Peniianty  Guthrie,  De  Mertens,  ahd' 

many  other  rcspectabk  writers,  that  fever  of  any  kind  is  rare 

among  these  people,  and  that  their  health  does  tiot  materially 

iuSkt$  Under  these  circumstances,  except  from  the  scunry.    In 

warmer  climates^  again,  the  testimony  of  the  respectable  Dr 

Lindj  of  Dr  Trotter,  Dr  Gardner,  Lord  Atison's  chaplain  (Mt 

Walter),  and  others,  is  adduced,  to  shew  that,  in  the  African  slave* 

ships,,  in  which  die  negroes  were  conveyed  across  the  AtlakitjCj 

in  an  atmosphere  more  close,  and  '<  more  ofiensively  impreg* . 

Dated  with  human  exhalations,  excretions,  and  excrement,  than 

could  prc^iably  be  found  in  any  other  place  of  confinemetrt  i'' 

yet   infectious  levers  were   ^  scaroe  known'*  (Lind)  in  these 

shipS,^«»<'  contagious  fevers  are  not  their  diseases/*    (Ttotter). 

Dr  Lind  states,  that  in  the  Panthet,  of  §4  guns,  there  were 

generally   90  patients  sick,  jsnd  crowded   into   the  most    un« 

wholesome  part  of  the  ship,  withoat  the  possibility  of  vefitiU» 

tion,  so  as  to  render  it  most  offensive  axid  suffbcatiiig,  afid  to 

disable  the  surgeon  from  remaining  long  in  the  place.    Th^ 

Scurvy  was  much  aggravated  by  this  condition  i  <«  yet  out  of 

above  one  bundled  patieats,  sent  to  the  hospital  by  thts  surgeon^ 

not  one  was  remarked  to  have,  any  symptom  of  contagion  ge^ 

nerated  in  that  apartment."    Similar  lacts^  equally  fetrong  in  cor* 

roboration  o(  this  negative  conclusion,  occurred  in  the  vessel 

whidi  conveyed  the  French  exiles  to  Cayennci  in  September 

1797 1  in  Lord  Anson's  ship,  the  Centurion,  after  the  capture  of 

the  Spanish  galeon,  in  J7«2,  &c.      In  an  appendix  (III.)*  the 

author  proves  most  sarisfiMtorily,  that  the  disease,  which  aff^ted 

Mr  Holwell  and  the  survivors  of  the  imprisonment  in  the  bisck- 

hole  at  Calcutta,  was  not  contagious  fever ;  and»in  the  following 

appendix, (No.  IV.)  he  dcvelopes,  with  gi^eat  iogeiiuity  and  ss(ga* 

city,  the  nature  of  the  diseases,  vHiieh  occurred  at-  what  have 

been  called  the  Black  Assizes,  at  Otfofd  ih  16^7,  an^  at  the 

Old  Builey  in  1750,  especially  the  latter  |  for  thefei'mer,indeed9 

is  involved  in  great  obscurity.    It  is  eleav,  that  the  disorder^ 

which  occurred  at  Oxford,  was  not  contagious  \  and  it  proved 

fatal  in  a  much  shoner  time  than  typhus  is  wont  to  kill,  vi2« 

within  40  hours.    The  writers  of  the  time  doubt,  vi^hether  it 

arose  **  &om  the  noisome  smell  of  the  prisoners  or  from  the 

<bimp  ground.^' 

With  respect  to  the  fever,  which  originated  in  the  Old  Bailey, 

at  the  spring  sessioos,  17^0,  Dr  Bancn^  enters  into  an  ebborate 

investigatioot  which  we  regitet  that  we  have  not  room  to  follow. 

I    It  is  adimtted  oy  published  accounts,  that  there  was  no  particular 

I    ditfcase  either  in .  Newgate  itself,  or  in  (he  prisoners  brought  to 

i  the 


SH  Sr  Bancroft  w^tie  TdlawJeoer^  ^e.  ^  ib 

the  bar.  Dr  Bancroft  has  given  us  a  plan  of  the  court,  in  coos- 
qucnce  of  the  circumstance,  that  the  Lord  Mayori  and  those  ei 
his  left,  and  on  the  left  side  of  the  court,  were  atone  seized  wiii 
the  fever.  On  account  of  the  crowded  and  heated  state  of  cb 
court,  on  that  day,  a  large  window  in  front,  and  on  the  left  lucd 
of  the  hall  was  opened,  into  which  a  strong  and  coid  easterij 
wind  entered.  A  greater  number  of  prisoners  had  been  tried  tS^ 
preceding  day,  but  the  court  being  thin,  no  window  was  opened. 
Now  it  is  obvious,  that  in  the  direction  of  this  stream  of  ccDd  air, 
all  the  sickness  was  produced,  and,  therefore,  that  it  *<  <x>ntaifi;\^ 
and  conveyed  die  morbid  influence,  whatever  it  was,  that  oc- 
casioned the  fever.**  Unfortunately,  respecting  the  kind  of  fa^ 
that  was  produced,  no  accurate  account  it  extant.  It  was  »-: 
to  have  been  inflammatorv  in  the  beginnine,  but  not  to  bear  large 
evacuations ;  and  Sir  J.  Pringle  observes,  mat  some  escaped  wiiL 
out  a  fever  <<  by  a  looseness  coining  on,  which  was  easily  curd.* 
None  of  the  persons  affected  communicated  the  disease  to  othen. 
From  these,  and  other  circumstances,  Dr  Bancroft  is  disposed  » 
conclude,  that  the  operation  of  a  partial  stream  of  cold  air,  open- 
ting  on  persons  debilitated  by  excessive  heat,  long  fasting,  znt 
menul  fatigue,  is  sufficient  to  accoui\t  for  the  disease  and  mar* 
tality  which  ensued* 

In  order  to  prove  Still  farther  that  contagious  fever  is  not  p- 
aerated  by  cro>X'dipg,  filth,  and  deficient  ventilation,  Dr  BtocroC' 
adduces  an  additional  store  of  negative  evidence,  upon  no  ks^ 
authority  than  that  of  the  able  and  philanthropic  Mr  HowafJi 
and  from  other  respectable  sources'.  Mr  Howard,  found  no  tr* 
phus  in  Switzerland,  where  Tiasot  never  saw  it ;  or  in  tb? 
«  close"  apd  «  loathsome**  cells  in  the  prisons  of  Venice,  orir 
those  of  Naples,  &c.  <<  From  the  heat  of  the  climate,**  he  sajsi 
«  one  might  imagine  the  jail-Jever  would  be  very  likely  to  pre* 
vail ;  but  /  did  not  find  it  iti  any  ^  the  ffisont.  Dr  Mounsey,  vb» 
lived  long  in  Russia,  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  sucb  disease, 
as  Sir  J.  Pringle  described,  was  to  be  found  in  the  crowded  pn> 
sons  of  that  country,  eVen  a*t  Moscow  and  Petersburgh.  Sauvages 
refers  entirely  to  Huxha'm  and  Pringle  for  all  that  he  relates,  ot 
the  ijphus  catarum.  Mr  .Howard  concluded  his  inquiries  upos 
this  topic  in  these  words.  <*  If  it'  were  asked  what  is  the  acse 
of  the  Jail  fever  ?  it  would  in  general  be  readily  replied,  the  wiot 
of  fresn  air  and  cleanliness ;  but**  he  adds,  <^  as  I  have  found,  ia 
some  prisons  abroad,  ceH^  and  dungeons  as  ojfensive  and  dirtj  as 
any  I  have  observed  in  this  country,  where,  however,  this  dis* 
temper  was  unknown^  I  am  obliged  to  look  out  for  some  addition* 
al  cause  for  its  production.**  This  additional  cause^Dr  Banont: 
affirms,  <f  can  be  no  odier  than  the  contagim  thereof,  whidn 

howmi 


i  S  It.  Or  Bancroft  in  thi  Tdhw^Pivn^  J^f.-  9M . 

ioweverpre^rfent  tn  this  kingdom>  his  no  exhttnce  in  most 
nher  coahtries ;  and  where  it  does  not  eiutt»  there  is  good  rea^ 
loti' to  conclude  that  the  true  jail  or  jtjpfaus  fever  never  occurs, 
though  other  fevers  have  been  frequeatly  mistaken  for  tt.''^— p. 
150. 

The  third  Part  of  this  work»  treats  of  «<  the  causes  of  the  yel- 
low fever/*     After  enumerating  several  iacts»  in  proof  of  the 
existence  of  marsh  miasmata,  and  of  their  power  of  producing 
remitting  and  intermitting  fevers^  the  great  causes  of  mortalitjt 
especially  in  hot  climates,  the  authcnr  proceeds  to  examine  into 
the  origin,  nature,  and  constituent  principles   of  these  mias- 
mata.   He  adduces  amjple   and  demonstrative  evidence,    that 
mere  aqueous  vapour  is  incapable  of  producing  fever,  contrary 
to  the  hypothetical  assertions  of  Dr  Fordyce,  respecting  the  un- 
wholesome climate  of  Batavia.    The  principal  proofs  are,  thati 
while  at  sea  for  months,  sailors  are  generally  extremely  hindthy  % 
that  no  set  of  men  are  more  uniformly  strong  and  healthy  than 
the  Newfoundland  fishermen,  who  are  usuallv  enveloped  in  the 
dampest  fogs  for  several  months  together  ^  that  while  persons 
living  on  shore,  on  unwholesome  islands,  &c.  as  at  Walchercn^ 
are  speedily  attacked  with  fevers,  those  who  remain  on  ship-board 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  land,  enttrely  escape  them ;  and  that 
the  occuTfcnce  of  these  fcvera  has  frtquimtly  been  prevented  by 
laying  swampy  groimd  under  water,  under  which  circumstances 
the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  must  be  highly  augmented. 

What  then  is  the  noxious  matter  of  these  miasmata  ?  The  mi- 
neral part  of  the  soil  is  not  vaporizable  in  any  natural  heat ;  and 
animal  substances  do  not  appear  capable  of  producing  fever.  Dr 
Bancroft  concludes,  therefore,  that  the  morbific  exhalations  in 
<|uestion  arise  wholly  from  «  the  mutual  decomposition  of  vege- 
table matters  and  water }''  and  that  those  swampy  grounds  are 
most  likely  to  emit  them,  which  contain  the  largest  proportion 
of  such  matters,  and  in  which  the  decomposition  is  most  rapid 
and  complete.  The  exhalations  from  macerating  hemp  and  flax 
are  well  known  in  Italy  to  produce  fevers ;  and  those  arising 
from  heaps  of  decaying  indigo^  in  the  East  and  West  Indies^ 
have  produced  the  same  effects. 

According  to^  the  gteater  or  less  prevalence  of  the  circunu 
stances,  then,  favouring  the  decomposition  just  mentioned,  such 
as  moisture,  air,  and  ceruin  degrees  of  heat,  will  be  the  preva* 
lence  or  absence  of  these  fevers^  Hepce  excessive  droughts  are 
unfavourable  to  the  production  of  these  fevers,  which  become 
very  prevalent  whenever  the  droughts  are  suddenly  terminated 
by  frequent  rains }'  and,'  on  th^  other  hand,  excessively  wet  sea* 
4ons,  which  iouiidate  swampy  soil^f  also  prevent  the  production 

of 
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of  limrefrii  by  tflDiIiidiiirdw  4ir  ftom 

Heticfc  we  masracODuntfer  the  wemm^fje^i///  origio  ti^bm , 
^fcctfl  in  difierent  covntries )  a  wctsetson  in  sumfD^tf^Mroilacing 
ma  epidemic  in  drjr  cottnttiett  .and  a  dr]^  teaioa^  exciting  a  wni* 
br  epidemic  in  swampj  countries  ;  several  examples  of  vrhich 
are  addnccd.  Bat  in*  addkidn  to  moiatare  and  air,  Sbot  i%  the 
great  agfent  in  . v^etable . deoomposiibn ;  whence. it  is  always 
fotthd*  that  9ie  miasmata  dI  marshes  are  moat  powerful  when  the 
laaitas  are  die  hottest,  and  thfitt  tiie  viotenct  ^  die  fevers  al* 
ways  eorrespond  with  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  timr  of, 
or  a  abort  udiile  previous  to,  their  occorrence.  ^  .  ' 

■  •*  Where  thd  surface  of  Uie  earth  reniaitis  frozen  fcP  a  e<^sit!era- 
file  space,  A^  during  tile  lotig  v/ihters  of  notthelti  coiintr!es^  these  ex* 
hriiitions  have  no  existence,  ^nd  iharsh  fevers:  never  occur,*  unless 
it  be  frdm  miasmata  genemted  and  mMbed  during  th^  preeii^tng 
aammcr  and  ilUtaiilil.    They  begin,  however^  to  make- their  appear- 
ance  sodm  ^txt  the  yttoni  of  springy  but  obly  at  first  in  their  mikU 
tiC  an^  most  inaooent  farm  i  that  ist  as  xegular  uuernAufi^.  pent* 
sally  of  the  tttfHau  type  i  and  tb^y  preserve  .diis  type.  v4iile  the  tem- 
perature continues  to  be  nloderate^    Afterwards^,  when  the  weather 
becomes  warmeri  the^e  fevers  become  less. tegular  and  more  severe: 
and,  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  summer  or  autuma,  they  freqnfently 
assume  the  more  aggr^vslted  types  of  doatU  tertiatUf  or  of  nwitteuis^ 
In  this  country,  however,  where  the'si;mmer  is  but  moderatdy  hot» 
die  last  mentioned  types  of  mArsh  fever  are  not  usually  of  a  dange* 
rous  character:  but  in  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  &c.. 
Where  dke  heats  of  summer  are  genehdly  greater  than  in  ihis  cli- 
Atate,  marsh  fevers  are  bften  attended  with  considerabte  mortality, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  able  account  which  Sir  John  Pringie  has  giTea 
of  diem  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Army  ;-  and  as  was  recently 
txperiencad  in  the.unferttinate  expedition  to  Zealand.    In  di^  stiH 
hotter  stunmers  or  autumns  of  Spi*in,.  Italy*  and  more  soothem  to* 
gions,  these  remittents  are  yet  more  violent ;  and,  as  will  hereafter 
be  shewn,  thej  .very  freqoendy  a^jpear  in  the  form  which  is  known 
at  present  by*  the  nsane  (^  vfUo^-Jever,  the  most  fatal  examples  of 
which  may  commonly  be  iound  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  globet 
tehen  other  circumstances  are  favourable  to  the  production  oi  marsh 
hiiasmata,  &'c."  "p.'  SOfe.     '         \ 

.  A  similar  statement  was  lotag  ago  made  by  Lancisi  $  and  the 
observation,  which  Celsus  repeated  from  Hippocrates,  proves 
that  auch  has  been  the  progress  of  fevers  in  the  hot  seasons^  in 
the  coumrles  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean^  from  the  earUat 
times.  M  Pericuiostor  asstas  j  autumnus  r^r^  longe  pericul06i»- 
^imus.'* 

-  Dr  Bancroft  atateo  many  dedsive  facts  (pp.  21!l->228;},  in 
ftudd  4^  enta^  diftaaoe  to  wfa\eh  the*  miasasata  can  bccon^ 
*j  10  vcyed 
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In  die  late  Wsdcheren  ezpeditioii,^  the  citrws  of  afaipe  Ifing  #itbk 
in  a  qoarter  of  a  ifiile  hm  the  ahote^  cndftly  escaped  aU  fever. 
When  u  fleet,  in  which  -Dr  Bhne  was  physician,  watered  at 
Rocicfort,  in  Jamaica,  «<  they  found  that  if  they  anchoeed  cka  to 
the  phore,  so  as  to  smtfl  the  land  air,  the  heaitti  of  the  asen  was 
afie^tedf  but  upon  removing  tmfo  cM§i  ImigAi  no  meonvenienee 
was  peroeiTed.**  The  marsh  fevers  mt  ftonie  are  confined  so 
small  parts  of  the  city  nearest  to  the  maidbes,  even  affBCtihg  the 
inhaVitants  of  one  side  of  a  street,  while  thpse  on  the  other  Side 
remain  healthy.  The  perpendicidar  height  to  whkh  miasaiata 
rise  is  obviously  very  small ;  for  it  has  brai  observed  by  PringlSt 
Hunter,  flee*  thrt  «the  lower  floor  of  a  barrack  Ims  been  exceed- 
ingly siekly,  while  the  upper  (Hies  were  comparatively  free  from 
diseaise.  The  greater  vtridence  of  the  miasmata  in  the  night  has 
been  uniformly  observed,  partly  perhaps  from  their  greater  con- 
densation and  accumulatson,  and  partly  from  the  greater  suscep- 
tibility oJF  the  body  during  sleep.  In  all  marshy  situations^  the 
persons  who  skft  on  shore,  have  been  invariably  the  first,  or  the 
only  ones,  seized  with  fevers. 

Respecting  the  period  between  the  exposure  to  the  influence 

•  of  miasmat4,  aqd  the  appearance  of  the  fever,  Dr  Bancroft  ad- 
.  duces  many  interesting  facts ;  from  whidi  he  infers, 

'**  that,  by  differences  either  jn  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  noxious 
exhalations  of  marshes,  their  operation,  as  a  cause  of  fever,  is  liable 
to  ^reat  varieties,  in  regard  to'  its  celerity,  or  the  length  of  time  in 
which  disease  actually  appears ;  which  is  sometimes  widn'n  /Wtfefy- 
fout  kimrt%  and  sometimes  not  till  /)x,  eighty  or  even  mm  mmnikt  have 
elapted,  and  then  only  when  assrsted  by  some  accidental  or  eSoiting 

•  cause.  The  hngett  periods,*'  he  adds,  «•  as  fer  as  I  can  dtscKTrer, 
have  occanqsd  exclusively  in  cold»  or  temperate  dtmatesi  the  Mwf- 
fit  only  in  the  hotter ;  and  in  general  there  seems  to  be  some  foun* 
dation  for  believing*  that,  coeteris  paribus,  the  disease  will  be  most 

,  violent  in  those  cases,  where  it  appeared  soonest  after  the  morbid 
cause  has  been  applied  to  the  body,  &c."    p.  24r9. 

On  the  shores  of  Bauvia,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  seaoien  So 
be  seised  with  remittent  fever  the  mmt  mornings  after  having  slept 
on  land ;  whereas  great  numbers  of  officers  and  scfldiers,  who 
escaped  fever  while  at  Walchereh,  were  attacked  with  insermit- 
tents,  some  of  them  as  late  as  stn^  and  even  nine  trnntii,  after 
being  brought  back  to  this  country.  This  seems  to  explain  a 
difficulty,  Dr  Bancroft  observes,  respecting  die  miUness  of  ver* 
^al  inteimittents  in  fenny  countries :  «  they  nmy  now  ht  const* 
dered  as  resulting  from  miasmata,  received  into  the  body  during 
,  ^frui£ag  summtr  or  mtiumn^  ud  (after  having,  rtmsuwd  in  a 
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^ttieficent  state  during  die  winter)  reoderedactiTv  by  scune  ex- 
citing,  or  proximate,  cau^  of  fever  in  the  spring."-— The  bcdj 
is  rendered  more  susceptible  of  infection  by  miasmatay  when  ex* 
bausted  by  fatigue  and  long  fasting  \  <<  the  poison  then  gains  aJ- 
imission  more  readily  into  the  hoAj^  Dr  J,  Hmitier  obscxres, 
.<f  and  produces  immedsaiefy  Ihc.  worst  kind  of  fever.  It  is  is  ^ 
^way  (he  adds)  that^soldiers  BuSsr  so  much  on  actual  service  k 
(the  West  Indies :  the  few  cases  of  fever  which  ptawwA^si  i? 
:iwmty*Jmtt  boursy  that  occurred  to  me,  were  all' contracted  in  a 
'Biinilar  manner.^    (On  diseases  of  the  army 'in  Jamaica.) 

The  most  pecuUar  swceptibitity  of  the  pensbn,  however,  in  re* 
spect  to  ylBllow-fever  and  marsh  remittents,  is  found  in  perscos 
who  haveyiu^r  arrived  in  places  where  they  occur,  from  cold  or 
temperate  climates ;  whilst  the  old  inhabitants,  who  are  said  tc 
.be  uasoned^  are  as  remarkabiy.exempt  from  its  action.  Dr  Ban- 
croft investigates  at  considerable  length  the  question,  in  wiu: 
does  this  seasoning  consist  ?  It  is  not  from  having  prerionslT 
'Undergone  the  fever;  because  the  same  individual  may  hare  ir 
^several  times,  and  because  many  persons  become  exempt,  with- 
out having  ever  sufltred  an  attack  of  it.  It  is  not  from  residiog 
long  in  aty  place,  in  whidi  the  yellow-fever  is  apt  to  occur  ;  a» 
Ae  multitudes  v^o  were  swept  oflF  at  Philadelphia,  New  Tcrk, 

•  Malaga,  Cadiz,  &c.  abundantly  demonstrate.  And  it  is  not 
irom  habitually  residing  near  marshes ;  because  numbers  of  per- 
sons, who  live  at  a  distance  from  marshes,  in  hot  conntries,  arc 
proof  against  the  yellow- fever,  although  they  sometimes  sudtr 
slight  remittents,  or  intcrmittents,  on  being  exposed  to  miasma- 
ta (p.  245.)  Dr  Bancroft  is  of  opinion,  that  these,  and  ail  the 
other  peculiarities  connected  with  it,  are  explicable  upon  a  sim- 

«ple  principle ;  to  wit,  theaccommodation  of  the  heat^making  pro- 
cess in  the  human  body  to  the  climate  or  season,  in  persons  ha- 

•  bituated  to  uninterrupted  high  temperature ;  and  vice  versa.  « It 
*ss  chiefly,  if  not  entirely^  to  the  various  degrees  of  that  derange- 

•  xhent|  which  heat  occasions  in  persons  not  accustomed  to  warm 
climates,^'  that  Dr  Bancroft  <<  attributes  all  those  varieties  of  lia- 
bility to  the  epidemic  yellow-fever,  which  are  observable  in  dif- 

.ferent  individuals,  from  the  extreme  susceptibilitv  of  oortheni 
^tran^ers,  Jto  the  almost  complete  immunity  of  Creoles,  and  move 
•especially  of  African  negroes.**  After  stating  the  great  unifbr- 
mtty.of  temperature  Uiat  prevails  in  die  West  Indies,  (the  thcr- 
•jnometer  seldom  falling  below  70^  in  the  winter,  or  rising  above 
88^  in  summer)  Dr  Bancroft  makes  tke  foUowmg  gesieral  obs9* 
yattons*  \     ' 

<*  The  excitement  in  the  system,  which  ensues  immediately  upoo 
a  poison's  coming  into  so  wahn  a  climate  fiVim  a  temperate  regioa» 
'-  -  rtndcrs 
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renders  him,  as  I  have  already  said,  eminently  liable  to  the  yellow* 
ieter^  when  exposed  to  die  influence  of  marsh  effluvia :  by  degrees, 
however,  the  excitability  producing  this  commotion  abates,  and  at 
•the  tndt  somettmes  of  twelve  months,  but  oltener  of  a  year  and 
half  or  two  years,  he  ac<}oh«s  the  power  of  soppoiting  this  high 
tenoperatare,  and  chuL  becomes  almost  as  insiisceptible  of  the  die. 
caae,  as  the  natives  or  old  iahabitams :  and  afterwards  retains  this 
liappy  immunity  so  long  as  he  continues  in  that  dimate,  the  great 
Qnifoftiuty  of  which  does  not,  indeed,  afibrd  him  any  means  of  los- 
ing it.  He  may,  likewise,  go  from  the.  West  Indies  to  those  parts 
ofNorth  America,  or  of  Spain,  where  the  yellow-fever  is  raging 
vrith  the  utmost  fury,  with  almost  a  certainty  of  escaping  the  dis- 
ease :  and  even  if  he  should  not  preserve  his  health  perfectly  in 
those  situations,  he  will,  at  the  worst,  be  only  seized  with  a  mild  re- 
mittent or  intermittent  fever,  though  living  in  the  midst  of  those 
who  are  dying  with  the  ydlow-fever  in  its  aggravated  forms.** 
(p.  255.) 

Dr  Bancroft  corroborates  this  statement  by  numerous  facta. 
"When  the  negro  slaves  rose  upon  their  Frendi  masters  in  the 
VTest  Indies,  in  1793,  about  three  thousand  of  the  whites  fled  to 
T^orth  America.    Many  of  these  were  living  at  Philadelphia,  in 

'  the  summer  of  that  year,  when  above  four  thousand  of  the  ii^« 
bitants  died  of  the  yellow-fever  %  yet  these  refugees  universally 
escaped  it  In  the  United  States,  the  climate  varies  much  more 
than  within  the  tropics ;  the  summer  in  New  England,  for  in* 
stance,  although  the  heat  rise  as  high  as  in  Charlestown,  is  shorty 
and  the  winter  is  much  more  severe^  with  considerable  frost  for 

.many  weeks. 

**  On  lecnning  to  facts,  it  appears  from  them j  that  when  the  yd-* 
.  low  fever  has  raged  over  this  part  of  the  world  (which  seems  never 
to  have  happened  except  when  summers  have  been  exceedingly  hot) 
the  deerees  in  which  the  citiaens  of  the  difierent  towns  of  America 
were  uable  to  the  disorder,  correspond  exactly  with  the  power  of 
supporting  heat  confmed  upon  them  habitually  by  their  respective 
climates.  Accordingly  the  citizens  of  Savannah  and  Charlestown 
are  almost  equally  exempt  from  the  yellow-fever  with  Creoles." 

In  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  nearly  midway  between  Charlestown 
and  Philadelphia,  this  epidenuc,  (according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  resident  physicians)  <<  in  all  cases,  be^s  with  strangers  and 
new  aetders,  affecting  every  one  according  to  his  time  of  resi«* 
dence,  and  leaving  the  old  inhabitants  not  wholly  exempt,  yet 
proof  ap;ainst  its  destroying  power.**  In  Baltimore,  Philadelplua» 
New  York,  and  other  northern  towns,  the  old  inhabitants  have 
suffered  severely,  and  the  majority  of  those  who  died,  were  fixed 
residents.    Again,  the  official  account  of  the  yellow-fever  at  Ca« 

dixt 
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^9  in  I'BOO,  assetUi  tliat»  <«  persons  htriy  aithred  in  tliat  city 
itom  the  West  Indies,  did  not  suffer  an  atuck  of  the  eptdenuc^" 
while  those  persons  who  had  come  <<  from  Canada  and  other 
mrthern  coimtfies,''  were  verf  liable  to  the  disease.  In  farther 
corroboration  of  the  funeral  fact,  it  is  obseryed,  that,  if  the  ifw 
habitants  of  warm  climates  remore,  for  a  few  years,  into  cold 
countries^  and  afterwards  Tetnm,  they  are  then  found  liable  » 
the  fever. 

From  these  data,  then,  of  which  we  have  given  a  very  imper- 
fect sketch,  Dr  Bancroft  seems  entitled  to  conclude,  ^*  that  the 
joint  influence  of  marsh  miasmata,  and  of  an  atmosphere  un- 
usually and  sufficiently  heated,  upon  persons  habituated  to  a 
cold  or  temperate  climate,  is,  of  itself,  fully  capable  of  causiof; 
an  epidemic  Yellow-FeTer,  exactly  resembling  that  which  has 
committed  such  ravages  in  the  West  Indies,  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the. south  of  Europe,  &c.**  (p.  276.) 

Having  occupied  so  much  of  our  space  in  following  onr 
author  through  his  detail  of  arguments,  and  having  thus  brought 
his  general  principles  before  the  view  of  our  readers,  vre  are 
compelled  to  desist  from  tracing,  with  him,  the  history  of  ahnoft 
all  the  fatal  remittent  fevers,  whether  yellow  or  not*  which  have 
been  recorded,  as  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  globe«  Li 
the  fourth  Part,  which  includes  upwards  of  200  pages,  Dr  Ban* 
croft  has  brought  together  such  a  maas  of  fact  and  testimony, 
all  tending,  in  our  opinion,  to  confirm  the  foregoing  views,  as 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  collected  into  a*  focus,  upon  a  niedica! 
topiCi  with  so  much  perspicuity  and  force.  We  can  only  notice 
9ome  of  the  leading  points  in  his  Appendix  (No  YII.} ;  the  sole 
object  of  which  is,  to  confute  the  statements  of  Dr  Chishofan, 
respecting  the  origin  and  propagation  of  the  Tellow-Ferer^  but 
especially  as  to  its  alleged  importation  from  the  coast  of  Africa 
to  Grenada,  in  the  ship  Hankey. 

In  Aese  statements  Dr  Bancroft  has,  in  our  opiniont  proved 
iocontestably  that  considerable  incorrecmess  exists  in  the  details 
cf 'Dr  Chisholm,  We  wish,  however,  that  he  had  evinced  less 
irritahiltty  on  this  subject,  and  expressed  his  disapprobation  widi 
less  of  personality ;  although  these  seem  to  have  been  excited  by 
seneral  accusations,  not  altogether  decorous,  on  the  other  side, 
ta  which  Dr  Bancroft  conceived  himself  involved.  We  say  in* 
decorous  ;*  for  that  epithet  appears  to  be  applicable  to  accusatioes 
of  mal-practice,  fotuided  on  difference  of  opinion,  where  there 
were  so  many  strong  grounds  for  that  difference,  aiid  where  so 
many  men  of  acknowledged  abilities  accorded  in  espousing  the 
doctrine  impugned.  We  professs  otir  gr«fat  respect  for  the  learn- 
ing and  tajbncs  of  Dr  (aiishelm»  (of  hoth  of^  which  this  Jomnil 

has 
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liaa  eihftited  mmj  pioflifa)  \  bttt»  ^  magts  amfeaTcritai:'*  vt  can* 
not  buK  yield  our  asicat  to  the  ri^wft  of  Dr  Btacfoft,  supported 
as  they  are  in  this  worki  iipoQ  the  aubject  under  ctiscusston. 

Dr  Baacroft  shews,  .that»  although  Captain  Beaveri  (of  aa 
early  opinion  of  whom  Dr  Chisholm  has  availed  himself)  at  first 
thought  the  fever  on  board  the  Calypso  to  be  contagious,  yet  he 
was  soon  compelled  by  obscrvatbo  to  relinquish  that  notion,  as 
his  journal  and  official  letters  prove.     In  a  letter  to  the  Bulama 
tnisteesyhe  ascribe  the  mortality  among  the  people,  to  excessive 
labour,  and  fatigue,  the  rain^,  the  unwholesome  climate  and 
aeason,  and  to  toe  great  depression  of  spirits  of  the  colonists : 
and  in  respqct  to  the  re^rted  malignity  of  the  disease,  alleged 
to  have  existed  in  the  ship,  Hankey,  he  affirms,  that  <<  there  wae 
not  the  shadow  of  a  foundation"  for  the  assertion.     Again,  Lieu« 
tenaat-governor  Young,  in  his,  ^  return''  of  the  Bulama  advent 
turers,  speaksof  the  fever  as  *<  of  the  imiirmUmt  kind,  and  Aitf  t$ffum 
tiausP    Mr  Paiba  ascribes  the  mortality  of  the  people  to  various 
causes  $  some  having  intermittens  some  a  more  violent  Ceveri 
acme  diarrhcea,  others  dysentery,  and  others  again  fell  martyrs 
to  the  indiacriBet  use  of  opium  and  spirits,  which  they  took  at 
preservatives.      Lastly,  Dr  Wmterbottofn,   who  was  resident 
physician  at  Sierra  I^eone,  when  the  Calypso  arrived  there,  a£N 
firms  that  she  <<  remained  about  six  wecki,  during  which  time 
upwards  dijorty  of  the  crew  and  passengera  died  <x  the  ttituttnA 
fevtr^  though  unattended  vritb  amy  ttppearana  rf peculiar  nmUgmtjy 
Yet  this  was  the  fever  said  to  be  communicated  to  the  H'ankey* 
The  Calypso  had  been  .in  company  six  weeks,  when  she  sailed 
on  the  19th  of  July,  179^:  yet  at  that. time  only  Mr/#  of  tho 
crew  of  die  Hankey  ware  ill  of  fever,  and  not  one  had  been 
buried,  when  she  sailed  (rom  Bulama,  November  Md.-    IW 
during  the  rainy  season,  the  crew  reoutned  comparatively  healthy^ 
although  shut  up  wM  the  st^k  in  the  ship  ^  whUe.aiunliers  of 
the  colonists  perished  on  shore :  a  tolerably  xlear  proof  that 
masmata^  and  mi  ^mrteigionf    produced  the  Mckuesk      From 
the  end  ot  October,  however,  when  they  began  to  prepare  for 
their  deoarture,  the  crew  were  employed  cm  tUret  stowing  goode, 
and  in  the  dangeroaa  occupations  of  cutting  logs  and  watering 
the  ship«    After  leaving  Bulama  on  the  S9d  of  November,  tht 
Hankev  went  to  the. unwholesome. settlement  of  Bisaao,  and  re-» 
mained  aweek,  and  when  the  ship  sailed  thence,  on  the  M  of 
Pecembex^  ^  three  of  the  crew  were  taken  ill  of  fever.?    Thia 
aicknees  waa  increaeed.  Captain  Beaver  beHeves,  by  the  Ubmt^ 
imdei  the  heat  of  the  day  and  the  drwi  of  thi!.  nighty  ^*  con. 
eequent  on  the  ship's  mamng  aground  on  the  4th  of  Deeembo^t 
vithafi^chaimeU''    In  tl£  iptnglinn  ihreenviaed^  the 
.  ,     .  9th| 
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9th  \  and,  Captain  B.  adds,  «  the  boat  having  been  aent  about 
90  miles  to  Biasao  for  aasisunce,  I  find  noted  in  the  Hanlccy's 
]og*book9  on  the  day  of  her  return,  which  waa  the  8th«  all  the 
people  which  came  from  Biaaao  in  the  pinnace  taken  iIL"* 
(African  memoranda,  p.  IM.) 

The  Hankey  arrived  at  St  Jago  on  the  26th  of  December,  and 
anchored  at  port  Praya,  in  that  island,  January  4th,  1793  ;  hav- 
ing then  lost  by  deaths  subsequently  to  her  departure  from  Bula* 
ma,  8  of  her  crew,  with  5  men,  S  women,  and  2  childrefl, 
colonists,  who,  as  Mr  Paiba  states,  were  all  unwell  when  takea 
on  board.  Here,  Dr  Chisholm  states,  they  found  the  Charaa 
and  Scorpion,  ships  of  war,  (these  ships,  however,  arrived  cm 
the  13th  and  24th  •  of  January  respectively)  who  furnished  the 
Hankey  with  two  men  each.  Two  of  these,  he  adds,  died  of 
the  fever,  and  the  two  others  were  afterwards*  put  on  shore,  st 
Grenada,  «  in  the  moat  wretched  state  possible.**  From  tlu$ 
communication  with  the  Hankey,  he  continues,  *<  the  pestiknce 
was  brought  on  board  both  ships ;  and  of  the  Charon's  crew  SO 
died,  and  of  the  Scorpion's  crew  about  IS.^'-r-Now  these  state- 
ments are  asserted  to  be  erroneous,  by  Dr  Trotter,  Mr  Smtther 
surgeon  to  the  Charon^  Mr  Paiba,  &c.  who  affirm,  on  the  cod> 
irary,  that  <<  no  fiver  appeared  in  either  of  the  men  of  war  io 
consequence  of  this  communication ;  they  arrived  at  Grenada  ia 
perfia  heakhJ*^'^^  The  Scorpion  did  not  lose  a  single  man  during 
the  whole  voyage,  and  the  Charon  lost  only  fiur^  from  causes 
described  by  lit  Trotter,  and  wholly  foreign  to  the  Hai^ey/ 
It  is  shewn  from  die  log-book  of  the  Hankey,  that  only  one  of 
the.  four  men,  sent  from  the  ships  of  war,  died ;  and  he  wai 
umwUf  thon^  able  to  do  dutv,  when  sent  on  board :  «  all  the 
others  were  pirfictb/  noeU^  when  the  Hankey  reached  the  West 
Indies*  <<  and  continued  so  J* 

Dr  Bancroft  then  traces  the  progress  of  the  Hankey  to  Grenacfa, 

and  ultimately  to  England,  and  it  appears  perfectly  certain,  f*  chat 

every  body  on  board  the  Hankey  was  weB,  when  she  arrived  at 

.Grenada,  and  continued  so  during  her  stay  there,  and  also  duiii^ 

the  whole  of  her  voyage  to  England,  which  is  prcri>ably  more  than 

.could  be  said  of  any  ocher  ship  then  at  Grenada:  so  that  even  if 

it  were  ascertained  that  an  importation  of  febrile  infection  had  diea 

-taken  place,  every  other  ship  ought  to  have  been  suspected  of  k 

'  before  the  Hankey."  737.    Dr  Clusholm  hiinsclft  indeed,  asctibes 

the  contagion  to  the  infected  baggage  of  the  deceased  cobnists, 

and  not  to  any  living  persons.    &t  against  this  sopposftioii.  Or 

.  Bsncro^  adduces  some  husuperable  objections^     Dr  Qhisbdas 

has  apparently  traced  with  care  the  progress  of  the  comagioB 

first  to.riif  lliin.  &cmingtoa»  secondly -to  the.  4;rew -of  ihe.De* 

fiance. 
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fiance»  and  thirdly  to  the  crew^  of  the  ship  Baillies.    Dr  Baa^ 

croft,  however,  hrings  forward  the  testioionj  of  indiriduais^ 

"which  Icares  no  doubt  as  to  great  incorreetness  being  conimttted 

in  Dr  C/s  details.    Captain  Remington  had  been  out  all  the  day 

and  night  in  a  boat,  he  had  been  wet  through,  he  slept  in  hir 

clothes  on  board  the  Hankey,  and  went  bai  k  in  an  open  boat 

the  next  day  to  his  ship  i  «  enough,"  says  Mr  Paiba,  «  to  kill 

any  one  in  that  climate.''     Again,  so  far  from  being  <*  seized 

ivith  a  malignant  pestUintiai  fever,"  and  so  far  from  having  "  the 

violence  of  his  symptoms  increased  so  rapidly  as  on  the  third  day 

to  put  an  end  to  his  existence,"  as  Dr  Chisholm  relates ;  Captain 

Remington  was  considered  by  Dr  Stuaft,h]s  physician,  as  hav* 

ing  a  mild  fever,  <'  from  ct!id  caught  on  his  passage  up  j"  and 

Dr  Stuart  left  him,  on  the  third  day^  without  •*  any  idea  of  his 

being  in  danger." .   It  appears  he  died  on  the  eighth  day.    With 

respect  to  dieDefiance>j(vr  of  her  crew  who  visited  the  Hankey^ 

are  said  by  Dr  C.  to  have  *<  all  been  immediately  seized  with  tne 

fever,"  and  to  have  all  «<  died  in  three  day!*    This  Dr  Bancroft 

maintains  is  incredible.     No  contagion  ever  produced  disease  fin- 

mediatehf :  <^  the  plague  itself  does  not  act  with  such  celerity." 

And  he  thinks  the  great  uniformity  of  its  course  in  all  is  equally 

incredible.    With  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  Baillies,  Dr 

Chisholm  says,  <*  these  communicated  the  infection  to  the  ships 

nearest  to  them,  and  it  gradually  spread  from  those  nearest  tht 

mouth  of  the  Carenage,  where  the  Hankey  for  some  time  lay^ 

to  diose  at  the  bottom  of  it  \  not  one  escaping  in  succession! 

whatever  means  the  captains  took  to  prevent  it:'*— ^n  effect,  Dr 

Bancroft  remarks  *'  which,  if  correctly  stated,  is  mi^ch  more  like 

that  of  marsh  miasma,  than  of  contagion.'*«^p.  7S5. 

Wh^n,  in  addition  to  these  circumstances,  it  is  recollected^ 
that  the  Hankey,  in  her  passage  from  St  Jago  to  Grenada,  re- 
mained nearly  two  days  at  Barbadoes,  (all  the  passengers  com* 
naunicating  freely  with  the  inhabitants,)  and  bad  a  similar  delay 
and  communication  at  St  Vincents,  without  leaving  any  conta* 
gion$ — that  she  had  been  three  times  cleansed,  and  fumig^ited 
(viz.  at  Bulama,  Bissao,  and  St  Jago) ;  --and  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  season,  though  early,  was  in  an  extraordinary  degree 
hot,  and  suited  to  a  copious  production  of  marsjii  miasmata,  the 
thermometer,  according  tc  Dr  Cbisholm's  diary,  rising  at  noon 
to  88^  and  89® ;— -when  all  these  points  are  taken  into  consider- 
atiofe,  we  think  there  can  remain  little  doobt,  that  the  mortali^ 
at  Grenada  originated,  Uke  that  of  other  hot  seasons,  in  the 
same  climate,  from  the  endemic  omsus^  or  remittent  yellow- 
.  fever. 

Dr  Bancroft  ^lotes  a  itiiking  proof  of  Urn  fm'<mlfigiou$  na^ 

turo 
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tore  of  Hat  foyer  at  Philadelphia,  which  Dr  Chididm  i 
to  have  lieon  imported  from  the  West  IndieSi  where  it  was  de^ 
fived  from  the  Hankey.  Dr  Valentin  has  stated  that,  when  the 
opidomic  ceasedf  as  usual^  at  the  approach  of  winter,  all  the  bed- 
ding, blankets,  clothes,  and  other  efieets,  which  had  been  used 
V7  the  sick  in  the  hospital  (appropriated  exclusively  to  the  le- 
feption  of  patients  in  the  fever,)  at  Bush  Hill,  <<  were  sold  10 
the  agents  of  the  French  government,  and  employed  for  tbek 
sick  soldiers  and  seamen,  wthoiU  having  ban  nvasbed^  Jmnigmdi 
fr  evm  atr^^  yet  there  was  never  any  appearance  of  dueaat 
thus  communicated. 

.  But  we  must  desist  from  farther  detail  \  and  have  left  osr- 
lelyes  no  room  to  enter  upon  any  view  of  our  author's  opioisK 
fespecting  typhus,  dysentery,  and  the  plague,  which  are  discvtsei 
in  the  three  chapters  of  Part  V.  Notwithstanding  the  length  to 
^hich  we  have  protraaed  this  article,  at  the  Iiazani  of  wearyiai 
our  readers,  ytt  shall  conclude  by  recommending  them  streniKHisly 
to  make  themselves  intimately  acquainted  with  the  or^^inal. 


III. 

fissajs  on  the  Changes  of  the  Human  Body  at  its  diffiertmt  J^ts  :  At 
•  Diseases  ta  which  it  is  predisposed  in  each  period  of  Life  g  msd  tk 
-  physiological  principles  of  its  Longevity.  The  nuhote  iUustrstd 
by  many  Analogies  in  Plants  and  Animals,  By  THi:(MAS  Jams- 
soMy  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  in  Loodos 
and  Edinburgh,  and  resident  Physician  at  Chdtenhanu  Sv^ 
pp.  S60.    London,  1811.    Longman  and  Co^ 

iTXB.  Iamssom  has  certainly  committed  an  error  in  the  very  out- 

'\J  set  of  his  work  j  for  instead  of  dedicating  it  to  Dr  Baitfie^ 
whiy  must  already  have  something  more  than  a  smattering  of  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  and  has  no  time  for  reading,  lie  sbooU 

'have  addressed  it  ^*  to  the  Hypochondriacs  of  the  united  kingdom ;' 
who  woidd  perhaps  ardently  peruse  it ;  who  would  just  find  a  svf* 
icient  smattering  of  medical  knowledge  in  it  to  puzzle  them,  aiW 
make  them  wish  for  more$  and  who  would  probably,  tliereibre,ii* 

-sit  Cheltenham,  and  Qr  Jameson  forthwith,  in  order  to  learn  fton 
the  latter  how  to  expound  scientifically  all  the  singular  proceistt 
of  ^ir  internal  ovgansi  and  t|i^  to  drink  of  bis  newly-ibMter* 


ed  wells  and  w«ih  'sM#if  all  die  feces  ftom  thflk  bMr«I«»  aa^ 
die  f aacie*  from  their  heads^ 

But  while  this  book  is  cakulated  :to,puzz]e  the  bypocfaondriacg 

\i7e  fear  it  is  not  likely  to  iiifio^rm  the  pl^ysicisiir    For  in  truthy  it^ 

Goatains  a  most  atHindsnt  store  of  commoil^jplace  and  superficial 

observationsfwhichywe  thiiik»  hatve  only  not  been  collected  before, 

becauae  no  one  has  deemed  diem  woruiy  to  be  collected.  ^T^t 

howeverv-is  not  the  ground  upon  which  the  author  andcipatee 

critical  oensure  :  he  seems  fully  persuaded  of  the  magnittwie  andl 

importance  of  the  knowledge  which  he  has  compiled  $  hut  bt 

fears  only  the  lash  of  criticism  from  his  peculiar  decision  of  maof 

profiound,  and  long  disputed  questions*    <«  No  doubt,  the  coo* 

Btant  application  of  forty- four  years  to  the  science  of  mediciqe^ 

ii^ttst  indicate  a  life  sufficiendy  long/' he  says»  «  to  endtle  the 

authoor  to  form  some  judgment  of  the  changes  c^  the  body  by  agfl^ 

from  peraenal  experience,  ftc."  fref^  av.    But,  on  a  subject 

^9Rbich  numberless  physiologtsis  have  touched  upon,  and  on  whicll 

every  man  living  is  more  or  less  informed,  (for  it  is  to  this  sort  of 

obserradon  that  the  adage  applies,  when  it  aiBrms,  that  **  every 

man  is  either  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  thirty'') -there  is  the  less 

necessity  for  a  grey  beard  on  the  chin  of  the  compiler,  and  the 

greater  difficulty  of  rendering  the  compiladon  iiiteresting  by  oriv 

ginality  of  obserration  or  novelty  of  fact.    And  we  are  sorry 

that  we  cannot  express  any  higher  approbation  of  our  author's 

logical  disquisitions,  than  ot  his  observadons  and  refleaions  upon 

the  detail  of  facts. 

,  We  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  minute  analysis  of  this  tres^ 
rise,  but  must  content  ourselves  with  presenting  some  specimens 
of  its  execution,  in  justification  of  the  remarks  we  have  made- 

With  respect  to  the  physiology,  he  tells  us»  in  the  ordinary  way* 

tfaaS  the  IMng  prituwU  <'  is  an  inviiibh  agittt  of  which  we  can 

form  no  competent  idea,'*  and,  in  a  note  it  is  said,  **  The  consi- 

deratipn  of  soul  the  author  leaves  to  divines,  and  has  only  to  ol^ 

serve,  that  he  i^  j^jiA/t  of  something  existing  within. him,  ind^ 

patdent  pftlmnmner  of  the  bodv,  which  viUmst  after  its  dissoli^ 

€i<^.''  p.  7.    By  what  <<  sense'*  does  tbe  author  discover  thi«, 

which  has  been  the  subject  of  doubt  and  discussion  among,  phi* 

loiopbers  in  all  ages  ?  But  in  the  arrangement  of  his  ^  princtplet'' 

our  author  commiu  the  same  abuse  of  languap,  which  has 

||uxaled  men  in  all  ages  in  the  investigation  of  die  plainest  quel* 

dons.    Besides  this  <<  principle"  of  life,  there  are  other  prio* 

.  cipiei;  there  is  a  sort  of  tHnity  of  lives ;  for  instance,  «'  Ftt«p 

/^/r  lift^^  depending  upon  the  irritable  principle,  which  causes  3»e 

coalisction  of  naatter,  and  gives  a  peculiar  action  to  the  difoent 

ergms.    SnuHhi  Bfif  arising  from  die  addidon  o£  seasilnlity  to 
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die'  irritaUe  power»  iduch  is  dUaoovwed  is  inratebni  aaimals, 
by  expressions  of  desire  and  pain.  And  Cer^aiUfr^  wliere  im- 
pressions  are  trmnamtcred  to  a  commpn  sensoriooiy  the  aoaice  of 
Kleas  ami  thought)  as  is  discovered  io  vertebral  anamala." 

But  we  have  idso  z  principle  of  growth,  «*  stated  by  motam  an* 
Aors  tobea  principle  entirely  diflTerent  from  the  former  ones." — 
<<  Growtb^like  irritability/*  says  Dr  Jameson,  •<  exists  in  bodl^ 
after,  their  nerves^  are  divided ;  but  it  dots  not^  in  all  things  cor* 
'vespond  exactiv  with  the  laws  of  irritability  in  either  kittgdum." 
Hoy  however,  oelieves,  <*  that  it  is  intimate^  connected  wkh  the 
itritiMe  principle g**  and  he  goes  on  to  inform  us»  that  the  former 
principle^  growth,  is  a  stimulus  to  the  latter  i  and  mistakii^  eiect 
for  cause,  observes,  that  **  the  stimulus  cf  growth  produces^ 
quick  circulatibn  of  nutritious  fluid  over  the  system,  intended, 
no  doubt,**  (how  sagacious  !)  <<  for  a  speedy  supply  of  arterial 
Mood,  tMtaming  new  matterj  to  enlarge  the  siae  of  parts..''  p.  12. 
In  condumn,  he^agely  informs  us  that,  «  it  is  the  perpetual  ap- 
plication  of  fresh  particles  of  nutritious  matter  to  the  substance 
of  the  ^body,  that  prevents  its  putrefaction,  and  ^ustauns  the 
growth  of  the  various  parts.  We  accordingly  find  the  nails  and 
beard  renewed  by  protrusion,  soon  after  they  are  cut  away  :  the 
fcirculating  fluids  of  healthy  young  persons,  undergoing  total  re^ 
novation  in  the  space  of  a  few  days :  the  soft  solids  ate  coii>> 
pletely  renewed  in  a  few  years,  and,  according  to  some  authors, 
within  periods  of  five  years,  by  them  called  lustret**  p.  18.  Dr 
Jameson  actually  supposes,  it  would  seem,  that  these  physiolo- 
gists  invented  the  term  lustre ^^o  denote  a  period  of  five  years  >  a 
proof  of  the  extent  of  bis  classical  reading, 

Dr  Jameson,  with  the  intention  of  being  properfy  methodical, 
divides  <<  life  into  ^tir  periods,  each  of  which  nossesses  (he  tells 
us)  a  distinct  degree  of  vigour.**  p.  25.  These  aire  the/aetalstaU, 
-infancy,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age  :  and  by  a  singular  arith- 
metic, he  informs  us,  that,  <<  each  of  these  periods  will  be  sob^^ 
divided  intp  two  epochs,*'  /i.  e.  according  to  Cocker,  into  tern) 
«( to  mark  more  distinctly  tne  difierent  degrees  of  strength  at 
their  beginning  and  end,  which  will  bring  them  near  to  the  xrtA 
ages  of  Hofitnann :"  (p.  25.)  and  still  further  to  sanction  his  ar« 
^rangementy  be  quotes  at  length  the  speech  of  Jaques,  in  «  As 
Tbu  Like  It/*  reminding  us  of  the  sagacity  of  the  immortal 
-Shakespear,^  in'  detecting  this  exact  number  of  ^es.  In  one 
point,  however,  Dr  Jameson's  epodis  difler  from  the  seveu  ages 
-  bf  Shakespear  and  Hofiinann,  in  as  much  as  neither  of  these  »• 
'  gacious  writers  have  an  i^e  before  bitth* 

All  this,  we  think,  tends  to  confirm  bur  opinion  of  the  mist^ 

« committed  in  the  dedication;  for  these  profound  disciUMas 

could  only  be  expected  to^  interest  <<  the  Inn  and  slippered  pan* 

talOQDS,* 
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taloonsy^  who  ate  engaged  in  umn  to  vatcrmg-pkces,  «ad  iridts. 
to  physidaasy  and  whmi  he. intends  to  aalontsh  by  his  logic  and' 
philosophy.  Surely  he  could  not  address  the  Mlowing  argumeitU  * 
to  Dr  Baillte»  or  any  other  physiotogisti  in  proof  of  the  accuracy* 

of  uUS^ilVlttOO. 

'*  The  coincidence  otowr  Svuiom  (i.  e*  those  of  Hoffiiiami»  Shake*' 
spear,  and  himself)  with  the  diaiactertc  years  of  the  ancients  in 
Greece  and  Arabia,  is  not  unworthy  of  particular  attention.  Pytha- 
gorasf  who  derived  hb  knowledge  from  the  Chaldeans,  Pbceniciaof^ 
and  Gteciansj  applied  the  number  seven  to  all  sciences  physical  and 
divine,  and  his  opinions  prevailed  so  generally,  that  Hip|x>crate6,  i^ 
troduced  the  doctrine  of  <»v  comkuhg  dueaus^  or  criticaf  days  hk 
fevers,  upon  septenary  principles.  This  doctrine  became  the  themn 
of  Galen,  as  well  as  of  most  of  his  followers,  £cc.  --  The  late  Dr  C^- 
len  vras  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  fevers  had  a  tendency  to  chai^ 
upon  quaternary  and  septenary  days,"  &c.  And  then  he  over* 
'vcrhelms  us  with  a  chronological  argument  in  a  note.  «*  This  doctrine 
of  numbers,  therefore,  prevailed  a  great  length  of  time,  as  appeaia 
from  the  authors  we  have  quoted,  who  have  written  in  favour  of 
the  subject.  Pythagoras  flourished  about  500  years  before  Christ. 
Hippocrates  about  150  after  him,  and  Galen  200  after  the  biidi 
of  Christ.  Stahl's  work,  Theoria  Medics,  was  published  in  170^ 
Hofibiann's  Ofur,  Om.  Annorum  Climactericorum  nvas  publish* 
ed  in  1748,  and  Collen*s  First  Lines,  were  puUished  in  1 778."  p.  274 

After  describing  the  peculiarities  of  each  age  and  epoch,  Dt 
Jameson,  in  his  remaining  pages,  goes  over  the  whole  nosologr^ 
medical  and  surgical,  enumerating  <<  all  the  ills  the  flesh  is  heir 
to.**  With  a  few  specimens  of  bis  sage  observations  on  the  former 
part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  take  our  leave.  The  first  age  of 
life  being  completed,  by  the  obtrusion  of  the .  child  from  the  ute« 
rus  of  its  moth^,  they  are  still  not  without  connection, 

**  Bonds  of  onion  still  exist  between  the  mother  and  child,  for  it 
bas  no  sooner  acquired  the  powers  of  voice,  than  a  connate  sense  tef 
hunger^  impe)s  it  to  njake  demands  for  the  assimilated  nutriment  it 
iae  prowJedfor  itulft  ^nd  phosphate  of  lime,  which  abounded  in  the 
snother*s  ur(ne,  is  now  found  in  the  milk  of  tlie  breast,  ready  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  infant  bones.  The  children  of  this  country  are 
fierefore  put  to  the  breast  in  six  or  eight  hours  after  birth,"  &c.  (63.) 

Hie  next  ^reat  change,  the  author  tells  us,  is  obsoryable  ta 
the  first  dentition,  the  ordinary  progress  of  which  he.describesy 
and  remarks  that  «  the  round  faces  of  children  gradually  assume, 
a  new  appeaiance  as  the  teeth  develope.  Thus  the  jaws  are  near« 
ly  senuorcnlar  until  three  years  of  age,  but  /ose  their  rotuntStj 
afterwards,-!^  §hmgmtim  of  the  maxillary  bones."  (64.) 

**  The  skin  in  early  tnfiancj  fs  soft,  vascular,  and  possessed  of  so 

mads 
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nnch  ddkacT,  diat  it  ti  liable  tdetc^rhRioirfftnii  tlie 
l^ect  of  cleaimiiesst  which  is  the  reason  that  the  bre«^ch  of  infants  is  so 
cAen  inflamed  by  the  urine.  The  numercms  capillary  Tesaek  of  the 
•kin  exhale  copious  vapours  of  a  less  acrid  nature  at  the  bcgrncnsg 
than  at  the  end  of  the  period.  These  preserve  the  surface  in  a  metsi 
and  sensible  state  ;  but  as  the  cnricle  and  subjacent  mucus  imfuraKe 
by  air  and  pressure*  the  skin  loses  part  of  its  transparehcj  and  florid 
colour*  arid  becomes  gradually  more  firm  and  less  irritable.  Ttm 
most  important  condition  of  the  external  surface  In  th»  early  age, 
consists  in  its  extreme  sensibility,  from  an  almosi  bare  state  rftktmerotH 
cohered  only  by  a  fine  thin  cuticle.  In  ihu  wtfy,  the  nervous  papilk 
of  the  fingers,  become  a  valuable  means  of  storing  the  yomig  mtod 
wUk  aeeuraie  idtast  and  of  correcting  errors  of  the  other  senses,  in  thtk 
nost  imperfect  state.  It  has  therefore  been  calculated  that  the  miad 
acquires  more  ideas  in  the  three  years  succeeding  birth,  than  in  sH 
Ae  rest  of  life.  ' 

*»  The  extreme  sensibility  of  the  whole  body  proves,  at  tfce  same 
time»  the  cause  of  numerous  painful  sensations,  and  of  taany  of  the 
cries  of  new  bom  children,  so  generally  imputed  to  a  sense  of  hun- 
ger, since  they  begifl  to  smile,  and  to  exkikit  more  pleasing  lemrti&ti 
as  die  skin  becomes  more  induratedj  about  five  or  six  weeks  after 
birth,**  &c.  &c.  (p.  66.) 

[  Thus  we  are  to  ascribe  the  effects  of  the  developement  of  the 
jaeultiea  of  the  mind,  commcnsurare  with  the  growth  of  die  or« 
gans  of  the  body,  to  the  induration  of  the  skin  I  and  to  attribute 
3ie  knowledge  that  results  from  the  comparison  of  the  im|ire^ 
aaons  upon  two  or  more  senses  at  the  same  time^  to  the  peculiar 
sensibility  of  infantine  papillse  I  But  we  are  weary  of  these 
.««  magnsB  nugx,  magnis  conatibttt.** 


IV.— V. 

Xli  Tfiatcf  Michael  fTUting  fir  aimnktmi^  fmsm  U  Gmp 
and  Joseph  Ldngman^  at  the  Assixes  hMen  at  Ely,  m  WeJui- 

•  i/tfy  ike  ^h  of  March  \Bi9.  Taken  in  eourt  by  Tbomis 
Leigh.    8vo.   Cambridge,  1812. 

The  extraordinary  Trial  of  Daniel  Dawtm  ai  the  Jseiut  heUfit 
the  County  ef  Cambridge^  en  Friday*  March  ftSr  lAlSt  tnanih 
die^nent  charging  him  vnthfciseeung the  Eagle  Ga^  the  jfropertf 

'      '  '       ff 
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rf  Sir  F.  St0ftdisb^  at  NewBarket.  Taken  in  Court  by  Gbo&gc 
K^Ht.    a?o.    NewmaTkeCy  1812. 

IT  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  two  more  important, 
charges  than  those  stared  in  the  above  indictments,  seldom  or. 
ever  came  before  a  court  and  jury  for  their  investigation  and 
final  decision.     In  every  point  of  view,  poisoning  is  a  dangerous 
and  aggravated  species  or  murder,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
dif&culty  in  detecting  it,  but  of  the  deliberate  malice  with  which 
it  is  perpetrated,  its  cruelty,  and  the  impossibility  of  guarding 
against  tt.     Until  lately,  however,  the  mere  intent  to  murder 
by  administering  potspn  was  not  a  capital  offence.     But  by  an 
act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  43d  year  of  his  present  majesty^ 
commonly  called  Lord  Ellenborough's  act,  it  Is  enacted,  that,  if 
any  person  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  administer  to,  or  cause 
to  oe  administered  to,  or  taken  by,  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects^ 
any  deadly  poison,  with  intent  to  murder,  ho^  his  counsellors^ 
aiders,  and  abettors,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of 
clergy.    We  have  had  occasion  to  allude  to  this  act  upon  a 
former  discussion  of  an  important  question  of  forensic  medicine  i 
and  indeed,  when  ordinary  interests  are  concernedi  medical  men 
are  seldom  consulted  in  courts  of  law^  so  .that  an  acquaintance 
widi  every  thing  relating  to  this  act  may  truly  be  set  dowh 
among  the  most  important  articles  of  professional  information. ' 
The  facts  of  Michael  Whi^ng's.  case  were  clearly  and  fairly 
stated  by  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution ;  and|  from  his  address 
to  the  jury,  we  shall  select  the  following  particulars ;  The  two 
prosecutors  in  this  indictment  were  George  Langman  and  Jo- 
seph Langman,  both  minora,  living  aa  housekeepers  at  Down- 
bam.  with  Catherine  Carter,  their  servant  or  housekeeper,  and 
their  younger  sister,  Sarah  I^ngman.    These  four  persons  con- 
stituted the  whole  family.    The  prisoner.  Whiting,  was  a  shop- 
keeper at  Downham,  and  he  dealt  in  bread,  flour,  drugSj  and 
various  other  articles.     He  was  related  to  the  (Angmans  by 
marriage^  having  married  their  eldest  sister,  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  death^  he  expected*  to  get  some  property.    The  first  wit- 
ness called;  Catherine  Carter,  the. housekeeper,  declared,  that 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  ISth  of  March  1811,  about  seven 
o'clock,  she  sent  the  child,  Sarah  Langman,  to  the  house  of  thu 
prisoner  for  a  loaf.     They  usually  baked  their  own  br^ad^ 
but  they  happened  on  that  day  to  have  none  in  the  house.    The 
prisoner  came  himself  with  a  loaf  a  short  time  afterwards  ^  be 
inquired  whether  they  had  any  flonr  in  the  house,  and  finding 
they  had  noti  said*  <*  he  would  |end  ^m  a  little  flour  and 

meat 
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-meat  to  make  a  pudding  with.**    One  of  the  bvetbersy  lotepk 
Langmani  replied,  that  they  did  not  want  any  i  but,  aotMrirh- 
sunding  dii9»  the  prisoner  returned  in  •  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour^  bringing  a  basin  contaming  som^  flour  and  pork.     The 
'vitnesswas  going  that  morning  on  a  visit  to  a  neighbouring  vil. 
hfije.     Before  she  set  off  she  took  some  milk  and  attempted  to 
mix  this  flour  up,  and  make  a  pudding  or  dumpling  with  it. 
She  found  it  mix  with  great  difGculty ;  she  did,  however,  make 
four  dumplings,  two  containing  pork,  and  two  without:    the 
two  former  she  tied  up  in  bags.      Having  done  this,    she, 
about  nine  o'clock,  set  ofi^  for  Chatteris,  and  returned  the  next 
day.    The  child,  Sarah  Langman,  went  to  the  prisoner's  house 
'on  Tuesday,  and  continued  there  until  the  Wednesday  morning. 
The  brothers,  George  and  Joseph  Langman,  were  both  employ- 
ed in  the  garden  near  to  the  house  during  the  morning  and 
never  went  off  the  premises.     The  eider  went  in  about  twelve 
o^cIock,  and,  knowing  these  dumplings  were  provided  for  their 
dinner  on  that  and  the  succeeding  day,  he  took  two  of  them, 
put  diem  into  an  iron  pot,  with  some  potatoes,  and  boiled  thera 
for  dinner.'    About  one  o'clock  they  came  and  sat  down :  they 
each  ate  a  few  mouthfuk  of  the  dumpling  containing  the  poric, 
and  also  some  of  the  pork,  but  immediately  perceived  them  to 
be  very  bad  tasted,  and  so- disagreeable  that  they  could  not  pn^ 
ceed  in  eating  their  dinner*    ^fore  any  efiects  were  felt  from 
Ae  part  of  the  dumpling  they  had  eaten,  George  Langman  went 
ont  of  the  house,  and  gave  a  piece  (about  one  quarter  of  it,)  to 
a  sow  in  the  yard.     This  sow  became  violently  sick  almost  im- 
mediately after  eating  it,  and  continued  ill  several  days.     He 
lumself,  and  his  brother,  in  a  short  time  after  became  aflbcted 
with  extreme  sickness,  and  violent  pains  in  the  head :  he  himself 
was  ill  about  an  hour,  but  his  brother  was  ill  for  two  or  three 
days.    He  threw  the  remaining  part  of  this  dumpling  into  the   , 
garden  i  he  afterwards  buried  it  in  a  spot  he  could  particularly 
ascertain.    On  the  next  day  it  was  dug  up  again,  and  given  to  a   i 
magistrate,  who  sent  it  to  the  professor  of  chemistry  at  Cam*   I 
bridge,  who  examined  the  paste,  and  discovered  corrosive  subli-  | 
mate  mixed  with  it,  in  considerable  quantity.     Professor  Wol-  | 
lastdn  also  examined  the  unboiled  dumplings,  both  of  which  he 
found  were  made  of  the  same  poisoned  ingredieifts  as  those 
which  had  been  tasted.    When  the  prisoner  heard  that  George 
and  Joseph  Langman  had  been  very  sick,  and  that  theur  sickness 
was  attributed  to  something  poisonous  in  the  fio«ir  vriiich  he 
had  carried  to  them,  he  empded  out  the  remainder  of  the  flour 
(which  was  about  tw6  stone)  into  the  privy,  and  foashtd  out  tin 
bm  in  which  the  flour  Was  kept^  so  that  not  %  vestige  of  its  coo- 
tents 
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taitsTen^ained.  The  conduct  of  Whiting,  when  he  W9s  faioiight 
before  the  magistrates  to  answer  so  foul  a  charge  as  this  allied 
against  him,  confirmed  his  guilt ;  for  he  attempted  to  jrindi^te 
himself  by  telling  a  series  of  lies.  He  denied  e?er  having  had 
any  such  a  poison  as  corrosive  eublimate  in  his  house ;  but  it 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  person  from  whom  he  |iur- 
chased  his  stock  in  trade,  when  he  coomienced  buuness  four 
years  before,  there  were  four  ounces  of  that  article  among  ra* 
nous  other  drugs  then  purchased.  The  examinations  of  the 
prisoner  brfore  the  magistrates  were  read  bj  dbe  ojpicer .  of  the 
court,  after  which  the  chief-justice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely^  Edward 
Christian,  Esq.  recapitulated  the  whole  of  the  evidence  to  the 
jury ;  and  the  jury,  after  having  conferred  tdgether  for  about  ten 
ntnuees,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  g^iiiy.  The  prisoner  made  a  full 
and  free  confession  of  his  crime  to  tlie  clergyman  who  attended 
him  in  goal,  a  few  days  only  previous  to  his  execution. 

The  other  case  is  an  extraordinary  one.  There  is  no  case 
{irecisely  similar  to  be  found  in  any  report,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
4he  like  will  not  occur  again*  Within  thes^  few  years  many  in* 
stances  have  happened  of  horses  being  poisoned  for  the  purpose 
of  betting,  at  Uoncaster,  Brighton,  and  Newmarket,  which 
created  an  alarm  that  nearly  annihilated  the  amusements  of  the  ^ 
turf.  At  length  the  guilty  vnretch  was  detected^  and  he  and 
his  base  associate  have  been  brought  to  justice ;  but  the  priso9« 
er,  Dawson,  was  acquitted,  owing  to  some  flaw  in  the  indict- 
ment, which  chaiged  him  with  being  a  principal  in  the.  alleged 
act  of  poisoning  the  horses,  when,  in  truth,  he  was  an  acceswrj 
MirtibefMct.  There  was  another  question  which  arose  out  cut 
the  ease,  whether  any  vffence  had  been  committed  by  the  prison- 
er, but  the  judge  decided,  without  hearing  the  arguments  of 
ccmnsel,  diat  the  prisoner  must  be  acquitted,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  law  did  not  recognise  him  as  a  principal.  In  ccmse- 
quence  of  the  abrupt  termination  of  this  trial,  a  full  disclosure 
of  names,  persons,  and  circumstances,  was  prevented,  which 
would  have  established  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  brought  to 
light  a  detestable  horde  of  conspirators,  who,  like  parasitic  ani- 
mals, fatten  on  the  vitals  of  a  more  noble  species.  Our  readers 
will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Dawson  is  still  held  in  Cambridge 
jail  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes,  on  a  similar  indictment.  I9 
the  present  case  he  was  indicted  for  feloniously,  wilfully,  and 
malkiouslyy  infusing,  into  a  certain  trough  where  horses  water- 
ed, six  ouncea  of  poison,  called  white  arsenic,  and  thereby  kil- 
ling a  colt,  the  proper^  of  Sir  F.  Standish.  In  a  second  count, 
the  piiiofier  was  indi€te4  f^r  piocuring  the  said  white  arsenic, 

by 


hr  which  the  colt  was  poisoned.  In  a'  third  coant  it  was  aDtf. 
#d  against  the  prisoner,  that  he  had  caused  the  hocse  to  diiok 
of  the  poisonous  water.  In  the  fourth  and  last  count,  be  wa 
barged  generalljr  with  killing  the  said  colt.  This  was  not  n 
Offbnce  which  was  recognized^  at.  commoa  Jaw  $  the  tadkt* 
ment  was  founded  on  a  statute  of  the  9th  oi  Geo.  I.  ch.  fi* 
which  was  found  necessary  to  prevent  and  punish  offences  s 
pernicious  co  society »  as  the  wottnding,  maiming,  and  kiUiiig  « 
cattle. 

The  principal  evidence  in  this  case  was  a  maa  named  Cea 
Bishop, /i^r/JTi^/  criminis^  who,  we  are  ashamed  to  confirssi  ^ 
longs  to  out  profession,  having  been  brought  up  a  chemist  asc 
dnji^ist,  and  employed,  in  1809,  as  assisuot<-ap0theGarf  i^ 
Oiiiy's  Hospital.  He  was  base  enough  to  misapply  what  boff* 
ledge  he  had  acquired  bjr  m  superior  ^ucatiout  to  furnish  Div* 
son  witfi  sohittons  of  corroaive  subKmate,  and  of  aiienic,  d 
even  to  aid*and  assist  him  in  his  nefarious  projects,  by  injeccii^- 
with  a  Syringe,  arsenical  soludon  into  the  watmngMOPOiigli^c 
Newmarket,  and'flltis  to  destroy  the  lives  of  four  valttaUehonft 
besides  endangering'many  ofhers.  Several  witnesses  were  caiiri 
whose  testimony  corroborated  this  wretch^  oonf easbn  of  les 
Infamy  and  guilt ;  bdt  the  most  material  is  that  of  Mr  Bovto. 
veterinary<*sttrgeon  at  Cambridge,  whose  evidence,  founded  opoQ 
chemical  and  oomparative  pathological  ezperimaitB,  is  tadsftf- 
tory  and  conclusive,  though,  we  regret*  no  triala  were  sa^ 
upon  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and  intestines. 

^  Mr  Bowles  stated,  that  he  was  caHed  in  to  attend  the  pouoosi 
.horses  at  Mewmaiket,  on  Wednesday  the  1st  of  May,  at  WfrPHw* 
stables.  He  found  six  horses  very  ill.  Sir  F.  StandlshS  <titi  ^ 
pointed  out  to  witness,  and  he  attended  the  cok  tttl  he  dM^  Wb^ 
wimess  first  saw  the  colt,  he  Was  hatigtlig  down  fab  bead,:appsa^ 
to  be  in  great  pain  from  the  intestines^  |uid  died  on  she  feikf^ 
day.  *  On  opening  the  colt,  witnesa  found  the  stomacb  and  isttsoB^ 
Tery  considerably  inflamed.  There  were  diffincm  sons  of  Ja^ 
mation*  but  in  this  ca-e  appearances  were  different  fiom.  coiDin^ 
inflammation ;  it  was  from  the  stomach  throughout  the  be^;  ^ 
witness  h*id  no  doubt  it. caused,  the  death  of  the  hone,  .^^'ji 
tried  by  a  chemical  test,  by  lunar  caustic,  the  water  whic^  Be  ^ 
received  from  Mr  Prince,  l^he  effect  was,  that  the  arsenic  ^anl  * 
a  yellow  cloud.  Mr  Bowles  went  on  to  prove,  by  his  eipeneocft 
that  there  was  solution  of  arsenic  in  the  tvateri  and*  hehsui  i^ 
prepared  some  in  the  same  manner,  whith  had  been  admhrttwrf® 
three  horses  by  way  of  experiment.  In  tme  ttistance'WibMiift  «P*^ 
a  horse,  and  the  appearances  of  the  stomadi  si|id'tntsilinK#ofi^ 
ponded  with  those  oi  Sir  F.  8tandish*s  toltr  and  be-  faid  OS  dosK 
the  whdt  was  pt^ductd  by  arsenical  pixparatian.*''  ^ 
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On  BiKmts  CoBc  and  XiMvutsiom  in  earfy  htfkney.  By  }w^fk 
Cx.ARks»  M»  p.  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Vhfmmtm^  JDubUiw  and  M.  &.  L  A.  (from  tin  XM  tWmr. 
TrmmaciioM  of  the  Rmfoi  irish  Academy)*  Dublin  1 8 1  i* 

'"l^is  is  a  practical  paper^  which  c4>mmaQicate$  the  result  of 

-^    the  aoaior*8  experience  in  a  class  of  diseases,  either  too 

much  xieglected,  or  improperly  treateil»  and.  thertfor^  termiiiat*> 

ing  afiefi  in  death.     In  the  J>etgianiag  o£  his  practice,  pr  Clark^ 

remarkst  as  long  ^s  he  pursued  the  beaten  track.-K>i  employing 

mixtures  of  rhobairb  aud  mafposiat:  i^utk>uft  of  ma^na  in  fezinel 

watwr,  chalk»  v^latilt  al^alumuakf  tpium  iiud  bUatersi— <^covery 

froM  ooMRilttMitt  ia  «iiidy  iaftuqr  «aiM»  f ave  Qccun^noe.    Now 

tfaecase is  happily  teycned*.  aniL  dcs|H  noely  happens.     The 

sseaQS'  which  hlirr  iHroiight  about-  ekta  pleasing  refoimatsoa,..  arft 

follydeCsilecl  in  Ai*  paper ;  a»d  it  seems  thatwe  ate  indebted  for 

ibe  puMkatTon  ehiefiy  to  IXr  Hamilton's'  work  on  purgative  me* 

dictner;  for  the  author  doubts  whc;thet  he  should  have  had  cour* 

9ge  to  submit  his  obsenratio^is  xo  public  notice^  unless  he  had 

been  roused  and  encouraged  by  the  auccess  of  that  work.     Here 

IS  an  instance,  and  we  beUev^  many  might  b^  quoted,  in  which 

jthe  publication .  of  a  physician's  observations  and  experience^ 

however  widely  his  plan  of  treatment  differs  from  the  ordinary 

rcH^^inet  4q<$  esscat^il  goq<^  not  pnly  by  directing  youpg  prac« 

xmomt^m  the  rigjiit  p■lt^  hu(  by  iO«Uing  into  notice  the  rei^ark^ 

jof.<Mata«eB,.  who  havo  long  foOowed  the  same  course.. .  W^ 

.am  Kemndcd  Dr  Uamiken^a  work  has  justly  become  sapopulaft 

ae  m«cii>  frocD  its-  eonfirming  dw  eiperi^nce  ai  tbbse  who  have 

Ibng-  thebght^and  acted  for  themselvee,  since  they  escaped  from 

'the  trammel  of  systentand  nosology,  as  from  the  decided  t^ie 

•winch' it  holds  out  to  young  men  ^ho  are  just  beginning  to  pre^ 

scribe  alone,  whilst  the  patrent  and  his  friends  keep  their  eycfe 

Stedftstly  filed  upon  every  thing  that  he  says  and  does. 

Dr  Clarke  considers  all  the  bowel  complaints  of  infants,  {pre- 
vious to  dentition,  described  under  the  various  appellations  of  in- 
ward  fits,  costiveness  and  wind,  gripes  and  green  stools  (to 
.which  he  adds  bilious  colic  and  convulsions)  as  stages  of  the 
'  the  same  disease,  and  to  be  more  or  less  connected  with  the  free 
or  restrained  discharges  of  the  bowels.  In  a  former  volume  of 
these  transactions,  (VoL  VI.}  he  expressed  an  o^nioui  that  a 
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Urge  proportion  of  these  discharges  is  biCous ;  and  he  now  adds, 
after  sixteen  years  close  attention  to  the  subject,  that  in  co&c 
and  conTuIuons,  nothing  but  a  brisk  expulsion  of  the  contents  d 
the  bowels  is  likely  to  afibrd  permanent  relief.   Thus  he  says  :— 

**  To  eftct  sudi  expulsion  is  ftequendy  a  task  of  die;atxno5t  d]€- 
culty*  and  requires  remedies  of  the  most  powerful  namre.  Wben  as 
infant  ts  seized  with  violent  sci  earnings  and  refoses  to  suck,  'drawk^ 
its  fower  extremities  oCcasionaUy  towards  the  abdomen»  -the  <mirte«tf 
of  colic  mgy  be  sa&ly  inferred.  On  in^uirytthe  infant  nay  be  rt- 
ported  to  have  bad  frequent  stools*  but  on  m/U€tim  they  will  gei3e> 
rally  be  found  scanty,  often  green. 

**  A  dose  or  two  of  castor  oil,  or  a  common  purgative  enema,  wE. 
often  remove  slight  attacks  of  this  nature.     It  is  in  general  alter  tb: 
feilure  of  stich  measures  that  a  physician's  advice  is  reqaired.    Mr 
practice  of  late,  in  urgent  cases,  is  to  order  twelve  grains  of  cakand 
to  be  rubbed  with  equal  quantity  of  refined  sugar,  and  divided  iar 
eqnal  parts,  ene  to  be  given  immediately  in  a  little  of  ilie  mine'^ 
suck,  and  in  an  hour  after  a  tea  spoonfal  of  castor-oiL     Axkd  alter- 
nately oalomd  and  castor-oil  are  directed  to  be  repeated  every  faosr, 
ontil  the  bowels  are  freely  pursed,  and  the  infimt  obtains  ^e&f.  I  ! 
have  frequently  found  that  before  my  visit,  on  die  succeeding  dsf, 
ted  or  twelve  doses  of  each  have  been  given  and  retained  f>o  die 
stomach.     The  general  efiect  is  many  motions,  but  on  ia^iectioB 
not  more  than  one  or  two  copious.    The  relief  firom  pain  is  oftes 
considerable,  the  convulsions  have  ceased,  and  die  infant  rescoB- 
ed  its  former  habit  of  sucking.      I  then  direct  the  powder  axbi 
oil  to  be  repeated  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  more  or  less  frequem  • 
ly,  according  to  the  degree  of  ease  the  infiitiit  appears  to  have  ol>- 
"tained,  and  the  freedom  of  its  dischaiges.    On  my  third  vis&tbe 
bowels  have  generally  discharged  a  prodigious  quantity  of  gieen 
and  apparently  acrid  bile,  and  hence  I  have  denominaied  the  celic 
HBoiu.    In  the  course  of  recovery,  the  qoanti^  of  evacnadon  ad- 
dom  £uls  to  astonish  the  attendants,  who  cannot  well  eoBapteheui 
•whence  it  can  all  be  derived.    The  relief  obtained  is  umfonniy  pn- 
portioned  to  the  quantity  dischar^d*    After  die  third  day  a  calo- 
mel powder  is  given,  perhaps  night  and  morning,  undl  }he  4di  or 
5th,  and  castor  oil  now  and  then,  when  the  infant  is  uneasy.    Wboe 
the  frequent  repetition  of  the  oil  nauseates  die  stomach,  or  idierei: 
produces  litde  effect  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  I  substitute  a 
dessert  spoonful  of  infusion  of  senna,  sweetened  and  Vf aimed  witb 
fiftpei)  or  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  jalap.'^>*p.  I2t. 
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Cases  cf  Apoplexy  and  Ldharyf ;  nvlth  Observations  upon  the'Coma^ 
Ust  Diseases.  By  J.  Chetne,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians^  Edinburgh,  of  the  King  and  Queen's  C<rf- 
lege  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  &c*  &c.  London  1812.  8yo.. 
pp;  M*. 

nnals  is  the  work  of  a  diligent  and  faitliful  observer,  who  hat 
^    already  distinguished  himself  as  a  clinical  student.    Early  jn« 
trodoced  to  extensive  and  genera)  practtce,  with  a  zeal  and  in* 
dustry  highly  praise*worthy,  Dr  C.  has  continued  to  note  the 
coses  of  his  patients,  to  record  any  important  obserration,  to 
^mdy,  in  detail ,  the  living  features  of  dfsease  in  the  sick-cfc«m» 
ber,  and  to  trace*  the  connection  between  symptoms  and  disclr- 
ganization,  by  inspecting  the  boijiies  Of  the  deceased.    In'thto 
contemplating  the  phenomena  of  hydrocephalus  acutus,  and  pre- 
paring the  materials  of  his  essay  on  that,  disease, '  his  attention 
was  naturally  directed  to  the  general  pathology  of  the  brain  j 
and  the  work  now  before  us  is,  in  part,  the' offspring  of  this 
study.    That  it  bad  become  necessary  to  xeconsider .  the  history 
and  treatment  of  apoplexy,  will  very  TcadUy  be  acknowledgecf^ 
-when  we  recollect  the  late  controversy  which  arose  out  of  a  dia* 
pate  on  a  point  of  practice,  between  Dr.Lattgslow.  and  Ms 
Crowfoot,  and  with  what  ahtmoetty  and- contradtctiobfof  fact 
«nd  argument,  that  controversy  was  maintained  in  the  joutaals 
of  the  day.     The  sophistical  argument  too  of  Dr  Fotfaergiil 
against  blood-letting  in  apoplexy,  had,  we  believe,  influenced 
tfie  understanding  of  too  many  practitioners,  and  restrained  the 
use  of  the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  for  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  this  disease.    To  those  who  have  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject^  we  recommend  a  careful  study  of  Dr 
Cheyne's  cases  and  observations;    The  work  is  truly  clinicali  s|nd 
completely  intructive  on  this  point.  .  The  author  is  merely  .tht 
historian  of  what  be  has  sefn^of  what^^  indeed,  all. may  se^  who 
choose  to  open  their  eyes.    He  has  no  particular  conceit  or  hy- 
pothesis to  deform  the  picture,  and  his  observations  are  genersu* 
ly  inductive,  and  when  otherwisei  are  hazarded  with  the  most 
.    Inecoming  candour  and  modesty.    The  general  history  of  apo- 
plexy is  good,  and  conveys  a  very  just  picture  of  the  disease* 
It  contains,  however,  no  ooservation  of  sufficient  novelty  or  im« 
portance  to  detain  us.    Wf  wishj'  perhaps,  that  Dr  C3iejne  had 

dwelt 
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dwelt  more  particularly  on  the  presaging  signs  and  symptoms  of 
disease  which  mark  the  apoplectic  diathesis*  and  precede  often* 
for  a  long  time*  an  impending  attack. 

His  account  of  the  morbid  appearances  exhibited  on  dissec- 
tion, claims  more  particuhirly  the  reader^s  attention. 

In  dividing  the  scalp,  there  is  often  a  great  flow  xA  blood  frofi 
die  occipital  and  frontal  veins ;  indeed,  dvring  the  whole  of  i 
dissection,  the  blood  flows  from  all  parts  of  the  heaid ;  first  from 
jdie  superficial  veins,  and  then  in  streams  from  the  sinuses,  so 
that  the  quantity  collected  amounts  to  one  or  two  pounds,  <x 
even  more.  The  dura  mater  is  sometimes  thickened,  and  bound 
fp  .th<r  cranium  by  the  atroqcest  adhesions.  The  tuaipi  arach- 
noides  is  occasionally  found  thickened  and  opake,  and  the  pia  ma- 
ler  rtmarkably  vascular ;  the  veins  are  not  only  turgid,  but  there 
Allen  appears,  also,  high  arterial  action,  evidenced  by^  a  hr^fat 
Jremulioa  tint,  scarlet  extravasations,  the  membrane  seeming  ai 
it  were  blood-shot.  Between  the  pia  matter  and  atachnoides, 
^imtt  is  often  observed  serous  efiision,  colourless,  turbid^  bifXMiyi 
9ad  even  mixed  with  streaks  of  coaguiable  lymph. 

The  substance  of  the  brain  is  often  unusually  firm,  and  when 
iCttt  into,  the  numerous  points  of  blood  shew  that,  the  divided 
vessels  are  enlarged.  The  ventricles  are  often  enlarged^  and  con- 
taiiia  serous  fluid  in  considerable  quantity. 

^  For  the  most  part*  extravasated  blood  is  found  within  the  era- 
nimn,  sometimes  between .  the  memHranes,  sometimes  in  tiie  sab* 
stanch  of  the  brain.  Sometimes  borstitig  the  ualls  and  floor  of  the 
Tentricles,  we  find  a  great  eiusi6n  of  Mood  both  in  the  sabccnee 
of  the  brain  and  in  the  ventricles.  Coagohited  blood  has  been  fomdl 
Hi  varions  parts  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebeUom  of  the  saatie  sub» 
ject;  and  it  has  been  found  in  the  theca  vertebramm.  Ifaave  never 
seen  Extravasation  of  b)ood  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  which  <iid 
not  appear  to  have  arisen  from  a  rupture  of  iu  substance ;  but  in  a 
case  communicated  to  me  by  a  friend*  the  blood  seemed  to  hait 
flowed  from  a  number  of  the  smallet  arteries  of  the  pia  mater/'— 
y^  When  blood  Ts  extravasated  into  the  substance  of  die  brain,  it  is 
contained  in  a  cavity,  the  walls  of  which  are  uneven  dnd  ragged; 
nnd  in  this  irregular  cavity,  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  geneiaUy 
so  mixed  widi  blood,  that  we  cannot  wash  the  blood  away  without 
tarrying  along  widi  it  portions  of  the  medullary  matter.*' 

.•  He  has  seen  the  basilar  and  soterDal  carotid  arteries  consider* 
4ably  enlarged.  But  the^  extravasation  of  blood  seldom  if  ever  is 
found  to  proceed  from  thevuptuie  of  a  oonsidendde  biandi  \  it 
has  never  occurred  to  his  own  observadon.  He  denies  die  g^ 
serai  or  frequent  existence  of  aneurisms,  ossification^  or  other 
evident  diseased  sutc  of  th^e  arteries^  v^  ^^  btain^  as  the  predis- 
posing 
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ppamg  csoae  of  these  eBmotB  wad  extmvMatioiis  of  blood  is 
thefbraint  which  aimoet  always  arise  from  die  oiiaiiter  vessels  of 
its  substance. 

*  It  ii  not  by  the  scalpel  akme*  diat  the  anatomist  can  dejnon- 
strlttA  the  sute  of  the  vessels  which  poor  the  blood  into  the  subsunce 
of  the  brain  durisig  apoplexy ;  but  In  many  cases  after  he  has  expos- 
.ed  the  seat  of  the  extiavasation*  he  may*  by  means  of  a  syrii^e,  or 
by  a  patient  use  of  a  camel's-hair  pencil,  by  washing  away  the  broken 
portions  of  the  brain»  and  carefully  removing  the  larger  masses  q£ 
the  blood,  at  last,  all  along  the  wsills  of  the  irregular  cavity»  sho^  ~ 
xnahy  vessels  not  larger  than  a  human  hair,  ending  in  small  clou  of 
blood ;  and  he  will  sometimes  find  the  same  appearance  in  various 
and  distinct  parts  of  the  same  brain.  Hence  it  seems,  that  the  bkeiU 
isg  does  not  depend  on  erosion,  nor  is  it  owing  to  aneurisroi  nor  os» 
ancation,  but  to  a  (||ieat  and  sim«teine6ns  action  of  the  smaller'  ar» 
teries  of  a  hemisphere,  or  of  the  whole  brain  { an  action  whicb»  atfoog 
as  these  arteries  are,  they  in  general  are  unable  to  bear  without  a 
rupture  of  their  coats."  ^ 

Generally,  dien,  the  appearances  obser? ed  in  fitt  brain  of  ap9» 
plectics  may  be  thus  summed  up  :«— 

**  The  remains  of  an  excited  state  of  the  minute  arteries  of  the 
.brain  and  its  membranes,  this  probably  being  the  most  important,  su 
It  is  the  most  unvarying  appearance;  then  the  extravasation  of 
blood,  probably  the  consequence  of  the  excited  sute  of  the  vessels; 
the  turgescence  of  the  venous  system ;  the  enlargment  of  tfa»  ventri- 
cles, partial  and  general ;  and  lastly,  the  serous  e£Fusion  which  is 
gensraUy  found  in  various  parts  of  the  brain»  and  which  would  seem 
to  imply  previous  absorpUoo  of  the  brain..  Again»  apoplexy/'  l^ 
observes,  ^*  is  probably  not  so  sudden  a  disease  as  is  generally  thonght; 
or  rather  the  atuck  appears  connected  with  chan^  which  have  been 

Soing  on  for  a  considierable  time.  This  opinion  .is  supported  by  the 
uration  of  the  disordered  functions*  which  denote  ^  s^^gjectic 
diathesis,  and  by  the  various  appearances  which  are  observed  in  dis- 
section: the  substance  of  the  brain  is  changed  in  consistence  ;,.the 
membranes  have  lost  their  transparency;  and  we  seldom  make  a 
dissection  after  apoplexy,  without  detecting  preternatural  serous  ef- 
fusion.'' 

Such  is  the  condition  of  the  brain  in  the  disease  <fistioctiveiy 
called  sanguineous  apoplexy.  The  existence  of  serous  apoplexy 
has  been  by  some  entirely  denied.  It  is  surely  of  much  rarer 
occttcrence  \  and  the  symptoms  which  have  been  described  by 
authors  as  distinguishing  it»  are  not  to  be  trusted  to».as  Hissn  bsvfo 
repeatedly  been  observed  in  those  cases»  which  dUseciioii  lUs  af- 
.  terwards  proved  to  have  been  sanguineous.  In  one  case,  only 
of  the  many  which  have  been  attmed  by  Dr  Cbqroe^  have  the 

appearances 
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appearahces  of  seitnsB'apl>|d€xy  be^n  exhibited  oti  dSssectfcBi; 
there  was  cxtenn^e  serous  efituion,  wtthont  eztravaaatieii  or  ccmi- 
gestion  of  blood ;  the  substance  of  the  braio  was  an«»ttally  soft ; 
but  eren  here,  the  pia  mater  exhibited  signs  ofin&ammatkMiyaBd 
the  increased  number  of  its  minute  biood*vesselSt  bore  testioiocf 
to  the  co-existence  of  increased  yascuiar  action. 

•  **  Wlien  we  find,  after  a  fatal  case  of  apopTexy,  that  we  can  nncover 
the  brain,  without  the  escape  of  a  single  drop  of  blood  ;  that  the  braiV. 
is  soft  and  colourless ;  the  yentricles  enlarged,  and  perhaps  distended 
with  serum ;  the  plexus  choroides  pale;  we  see  a  very  dtlleieat 
disease  from  what  is  described  in  diis  volome  at  such  length,  an*. 
^which  Galen  has  emphatically  characterized,  *  multo  mininnn  sas^ 
'guine  in  principium  animautis  confertum  irrueate/  ** 

He  has  been  told  by  a  celebrated  anatomist^ 

'^^^  that  the  morbid  appearances  of  the  brain,  after  what  was  ox 
-'stdered  serous  apoplexy,  when  instantaneously  fatal,  as  when  a  nu2 
walking  quietly  along  has  dropt  down  dead  in  the  streets,  hirt 
,«omejiime$  bar^y  enabled  him  to  give  such  an  account  of  the  dis- 
sectioui  as  might  seem  to  explain  the  patients  death.  And  in  coo- 
.  firmation  of  this  remark^  Mr  Fyffe  the  anatomist  informs  nie,  that 
in  several  instances  he  has  scarcely  been  able  to  detect  any  morbtd 
appearances  in  the  heads  of  persons  who  had  died  suddenly,  as  vis 
supposed  of  serous  apoplexy*  Peiiiaps  a  little  watery  effusion  oo 
the  surface  of 'the  brain,  between  the  convolutions,  or  in  the  Tcntxicksi 
*was  all  he  had  to  note/' 

•  The  fourth  letter  of  Morgagni,  which  treats  of  serous  apo- 
plexy, contains  fifteen  or  twenty  cases»  with  dissections  i  but  itf 

.  these  only  three  appears  to  belong  to  this  variety.  Upon  the 
ixrhole,   Dr  Cheyne    infers,   that  serous   apoplexy,  comparfd 

'  with,  sanguineous,  is  a  very  rare  disease.  We  are  'still  left  in 
the  dark  during  the  life  of  our  patients,  as  ther^  are  no  symptomi 
sufficiently  characteristic  of  it,  to  distinguish  it  from  cases  of 
sanguineous  congestion  and  effusion.    The  aged,  the  pale,  an«i 

*leucophlegmatic  have  had  the  brain  lacerated  and  injected  with 
blood. 

These  pathological  observations  are  of  the  utmost  importance. 
It  appears  that,  in  almost  every  case  of  apoplexy,  there  is  s 

'  high  excttment  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  |  that  the  efiosion  of 

•Uobd,  no  less  than  the  serous  effusion,  proceeds  generally  bom 
ihtnute  vessels,  from  a  number  of  extreme  branches,  and  not  from 

•the  rupture- of  any  larger  trunk  or  branch;  and  consequently 

'that  mbch  may  be  done  to  obviate  the  diathesis;  and  when  die 
attack  has  taken  place,  to  recover  the  patient,  by  preventing  or 
modentiag:  the  teStuixuu    The  most  prompt  and  efiectuat  means 

of 
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^c«oe  €»£  the  Taacular  «y6t!eni,  by  vnkadtng.  the  T^sels^ 
i€tMiimg  the  propnlme  powM  qS  the  heast  and  laiger 
net.  And  this  18  soreij  the  meauu  which  die  experitncc.  of 
agea  haa  ahevn  to  be  the  oiost  prompt  md  effectual  The 
moat  obvioua  meaaa  of  accomplishiog  our  indication^  has  inda^ 
been  calumniated,  and  by  some  physicians  neglected.  Dr  Cheyaa 
haiiy  th^efore,  at  great  length,  rcdarsued  the  subject,  and  re* 
moved,  we. think,  every  objection  which  can  be^ opposed  to 
blood-letting,  whichhc is  convinced,  is  not  only  the  nx)St effie0p> 

.tual  remedy  in  apqfdcq^y, .  but  much  more  effectual,  than  all 
others  in  use.  Qur  own  experience,  wluch  has  not  been  incoo» 
Adorable,  and  we  may  add,  we  believe,  that  of  all  the  physiciane 
of  this,  school,  entirelv  coincides  with  that  of  our  author. 
Nothingcan  be  more  fallacious,  than  the  celebrated  observation 
of  Dr  Totfaergill.  Of  those  who  are  attacked  with  apoplexy, 
undoobtedly  many  die>  and  others  ^o  survive  remain  paralytic 
in  some  of  their  limbs  ^  because  the  brain  has  already  suflered 
irreparable  injury  from  efftisidn  of  blood,  and  laceration  of  Ha 
substance;  an  effect  which  blood-letting  iicvcf  can  occasion, 
wl^ph  it  never  is  known  to  produce  in  other  di^ases,  and  wliidi 
never  follows  eoistaxis,  or  other  natural  hsemorrhagies,  however 
profusf ,  but  which  such  evacuations  are  most  likely  to  obviate 

.  and  prevent.  The  only  case,  perhaps,  in  which  we  woHid  heai* 
tate  to  bleed,  is  serous  apoplexy.  To  the  infcreope  drawn  boat 
this  case,  as  an  argument  against  blood-letting  as  a  r^mgdy  in 
apoplexy,  Dr  Cbeyne  replies: 

^.The  physicians  ^o  object  to  blood-lettiae  in  apoplexv  lest  die 
attack  should  be  of  the  serous  kind»  are  bounonmto  teach  us  how 

•  to  distinguish  this  species  j  and  secondly,  to  prove,  that  blood-letting 
is  injurious  to  a. patient  in^ serous  apoplexy  i  .neitber  of  which, they 
have  done. 

**  Cases  are  recorded,  in  which  the  vessels  of  the  bram  have  been 
£ound  gorged,  or  in  which  blood  has  been  extravasated,  in  pale»  xe* 
taxed,  emaciated  old  men  and  women,  who  have  led  a  life  of  tem* 
perance,  or  even  abstemiousness  ;  therefore,  the  existence  of  serous 
apoplexy  Is  not  determined  by  the  appearance,  the  as e>  sex,  nor 
evenby  the habiu  of  the  patient;  yet  these  are  the  cn^umstances 

'  upon  which  the  diagnostic  hitherto  has  been  rested.  Most  prdfes- 
sional  readers  know  how  long  and  how  wdl  Moigagni  and  Poital 

'  h«ve  studied  patholctty  i  yet  we  in  vain  seek  in  the  wHtings  of  either 

•  for*  certain  means  of  distinguishioff*  serons  from  sanguineous  apo* 
plexf.    For  the  mere  practical  poysacian,  Portal  indeed  has  cut 

.  the  loiot,  by  mcoaunoi(Ung.the  same  treatment  in  both  varieties." 

Thec^ae  pf  serous  apoplexy  is  comparatively  aiwe  oo^  9nd 

even 
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«i^.««  diAt  he  hM  attenaed  fiftf  £atal  caacs  of  apopi—fb 
tiRie  otiif  om  was  a  caae  of  aonpua  apqpltxf  .^ 

'  ••,  Now,"  \w  ob^enreti  •*  admitting  this  proportion,  th^t  tlieic  art 
jftftf  cases  of  sahgtiineouB  apoplexy  wfaidi  i«qtift«  the  plfyAifciatt*i  as- 
Mitavice*  n>7  Ofrt  of  serous,  ^and  as  some  ilMiiigSRJml * {nfy mcmms 
iMte  akorether  denied  tA»  etistence  of  serous  apoplexyv  It  i^jpnkA- 
Att  \hnai  I  have  not  oveirated  the  proportion)!  we  may  ted  am  aegs- 
mtutt  in  favonr  of  blood-letting,  ivhidi  m\i  not  be  easily  •▼jSlwwif 
aipeH  the  felatiTe  frequency  of  the  two  species  c(  the.  diseaaa*^ 

*  In  the  treatmelit  of  apoph^xy,  we  miist  recollect  tlie  atgetiqr 
t>f  the  case,  and  the  cause  which  b  dtetroying  the  brafai.  Cm  ob- 
jeet  is  to  diminish  vascular  exdtment,  and  to  prevent  or  moderact 
a  destructire  effusion,  which -wottld  put  an  end  to  Kfe;  and  as 
4n  pneumonia,  we  must  persevere  tiU  this  object  is^  accompHsitod, 
ODr  till  there  is  no  longer  hope  of  accomplishing  it*  A  fyw  ottotfs 
-bl  biood  wiii  not  do  this  in  cither  case.  We  mnst  bleed  lArgely. 
%nd  'repent  the  operation  according  to  the  necessity  of  the  easc.^ 
**  It  Ought  to  be  known,^  says  our  author,  <♦  that  mm  «ix  to  eight 
guilds  of  bibod  have  been  taken  from  a  person  by  no  means 
teAHist,  befete  the  disease,  which  lended  favourabl^,  began  to 
yidd*    '  • 

'  The  other  remedies  which  are  commonly  employed  in  apo- 
-plexy  are  emetics,  purges,  and  blisters.  On  each  of  these  Dr 
Cheyne  has  favoured  us  with  excellent  remaffca.  He  ttners  fmo 
•the  aigument  on  ithe  subject  of  ^meticsi  and  diactisses  it  at  con- 
siderable length.  He  has  shewn,  we  think,  in  a  Tery  satisfactory 
inaitner^  dbat  where  the  atoaaaeh  is  evidently  overloaded  by  re^ 
cent  crapulenGB,  this  eyacuation,  excited  by  the  moat  gantk 
meana,  may  become  nocassary  and  ttscftil  I  bat  that  generally  cme- 
fka  are  imptoper- remedies  i|i  apoplexy.  Pargaiivea  ^ve,  on  avety 
principle  of  reason  and  experience,  to  be  preferred  for  relieving 
the-stomach  and  primse  viae  in  this  disease.  Of  blisters,  hisexpe^ 
rience  does  not  speak  very  highly.  They  do  not  seem  very  ap- 
plicabie,  more  particularly  in  the  beginning  of  apoplectic  at- 
tack ^  and  though  he  has  often  had  recourse,  to  them,  he  has 
never  distinctly  seen  a  patient  in  apoplesy  relieved  by  biisteiuf. 

HaVifig  concluded  his  general  history  ot  apoplexy^  and  thrown 
piich  interesting  light  on  the  pathology  and  the  tharapcttlxca  of 
this  disease,  our  author  proceeds  to.tbeseiation  of  Incases, and 
dissectioasj.tw«nty*three  in  number*  which  is  foikiwad  «p  by  a 
luminous  and  instructive  commentary.  But  these  absertaliolis, 
however  vahiable^  oar  limits  oUige  uf  to  paaa  oaer^c  d»  pfc* 
«ent. 

We  rnust^  however^'  take  some  notice  of  our  author's  opidioos 

on 


ifUMtiiii  the  pgQprirty  iwiA  which  Dt  CuUea  has  cIasMd.t4ic|i 
AiacsiMt  M  cat^lepeiay  ctttmi  amia^  caiaphon^  tnd  Ikhsgoi 
vilh  ^Mpltftf,  httvoen  which,  taii  ikmc  4A%mm%  dme  k»  be 
thin):!*  a  dtasMtioii  whichabould  he  ivsMnri.-  y 

.  A  fair  Md  <Wmt^  md^Mvui  giri,  Dr  Cftefne  hhd  Irepeartedhr 
seen  aflfecied  in  the  following  maimer :  "  Her  eyes  became  £ze0^ 
vn^  ■■hhewt  eapviii^ii  \  btr'efe^ids  dropt,  hv^  nbt  «b  comfjete- 
ly  Si «o QiPveriiie  ffupV^  her ooniple^fi  did  not, change;  she 
^ras  to  i^^tf^  mppewnce  ini^nttbh^  and  her  breathing  wat  aolow 
2dwt  it  wna  nna  fin  hi^  JiMBi.  Her  hodf  ^y  in  ihe  poaitioii  jb 
judikdi  it  wi8^d»ntfae£tifliaei^her..  fibe  had  nb  warning  of 
these  aMBohfl^  whadb.femraU]rlaaied:fonie  minncee;  her  friends 
knew  dw  fit  wat oarer  whnn  diey ^leaed  her-sigh.  She  died  be* 
Soie  ,she  leachad  het  fifteenth  yeert  of  na  attack  of  mddena/*  ' 

Such  cases  as  this,  cases  of  sonuidnnc^^  lef  andden  confnsiofty' 
4nd  Inea  of  mam^rft  wiihiiMlet^  no  diintnitf on  tf  dbe  power  of 
eenneand  nuytion^M>*«ascBWiwhiohiiie  patient  is  totpid,  and  pnsM 
flaoch  of  hia  time.in'nlecpy  an  deep  that  he  Oannot  easily  be  rouf* 
^,  aad  when  «teifead-to  look  up,  or  answer  a  qdestsom  agam  re- 
ia^Ma  jnm  yroCannA-skep,i  ulifti  makty  Irom  apdplnty  in  many 
fortieolaTS ;» and,  vntil  the  time  of  0r  CnHen,  was  carefully  dte* 
from:  \tf  'hy  tiiCL'Uunaa  of  iethargos,' cataphorai  and 


There  are  eonaidenUrafimtiea,  however,  between  all  these 
4laaeaaeft^nnd^  notnrith^nading;  the  .-very  jiidicsons  obsdnratiMs 
now  before  us,  there  still  appears  to  be  much  difficulty  attached 
to  this  inquiry.    It  may  be  easy  to  decide  upon  a  case  of  Icthar- 

5 us,  or  even  of  cataphora,  bat  between  cams  and  apoplexy  the 
iagnosis  is  dbscdre,  ind  from  the  slightest  case  of  ^lethargy, 
to  carusy  or  apoplexy,  there  seems  almost  ah  insensible  grada«  ' 
tion..  •       »- 

**  A  sudden  and  permanent  loss  of  recollection,  with  torpor  and 
somnolency,  bas  been  called  a  paralytic  attack ;  but  when  unaccoxp- 
paxiied  with  loss  of  muscular  powfcr,'Ordf  sensation,  it  is  with*  more 
jaofg'isty.to  be  cpnriritted  at  kthaigic/' 

Undoubtedly,  in  such  a  case,  the  distinc6on  is  evident.  But 
in  the  exweme  case  of  lethargy,  as  in  cams,  the  patient  is  not  to 
he«zdted*by  Inoise^  shakihgj  or erlsn  by ptiddngor  pnching  the 
-Aioi    In  cams,  any  attempt  to  route  mm  is  nharailing. 

Again,  in  the  beginning  of  apo{diexy,  the  patient  maj  be  excite 
ed,r-4ie  etarts'irfien  pricked  with  i9te  laiicet ;  but  as  the  diseaae 
advances  towards  ^  fatal  terrainatioii^ *he-  becomes  more  ^nd  more 
insensible,  and  -no  hind  of  exckation«aftcts  htao. ,  Indeed*  Dr 
Cheyfa  has  allegedi  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see  cams 

after 
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afiMipiptexf  itsdf;  diepatienr, after a^certaiti^tiiB%;l 
:pale,.wtth  a^QW  dq^wtsedpidar^  breacliiiig'8aMf»'.biittoiaiUf.iiw 
^acitaUe.  Thus  tfaon, IctfaaTgy.  caupboni>  and  apofilcxfyaiid 
;cania»  art  'in  regular  teqaeiicey  and  soneiuMS  tjiu^iam  aach 
other;  and  if  we  take  semua  apqplny,^ at  * anodlcr  linkf  w€ 
sbaH  find  the  whole  aub^t^B^  patpica>d  witii^  iiifinita;idi&- 
^culty.'  - 

OeaeraUy,  howeycr,it  appeaia»<iBit  \k9m  m  mm  n  tjcaaapiy  or 
coDttant  connection  between  idthargic  ani«afpoplet.ric  iiieaici .  A 
^pvoMtuity  to  Bleept  aid  a  forgetfomeesof  leoen^.eeeqtoft  mmAt 
ft^pding  ayaqitoniaof  ltthaigy,-«««ynipimBawhiok  awoieen  ia«nd 
CO  pccur  witlRmr  any-  towdF  se—aiion  trqfTvolnntary  «ioiion; 
wand  peiaeaa  in  faaoiiplegia  ate  often  In  pewanion  of  erayiiiteltec* 
toal  luiitty;«^*dieir  memory  may  be  unimpaired)  andWfv  firam 
being  kthargic,  we  not  imfve^iemly'  fial  aiem:iettiBsay  and 
complaining  of  want  of  sleep. 

'  Itappeas&alsoy  that  dlesedifleient  states  of  lethargy  and^apo* 
nptoiy  aaerefirBsented'by  iliffmmt siatesof  thrbiaim'^-  luJeriui* 
•gk  complaints,  die  diseased  appearanoes  are  most  veasaikahkon 
*WO  snttace  of  the  branti  which  is  found  coveeed  .wtmaccattS-af* 
fusion ;  and  the  membranes^  particniarly  the  aiMhnoideSf  under 
which  much. of  the  watery  deposition  is  confined^*  are  opake. 
'There  .are  marks  also  of  previous:  eadtenyentv  and  thaeetenmoe 
ofthebrain,  especially  the  cortical  part,  is  flaccid  and  moist* 
In  ^^oplexy  and  paky,  die  diseased  appearaneea  are  sanguittaotts 
and  serous  efiiuaon  into  die  Tentnctea . and  sabstanco.of  the 
ibnin* 
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S^ht.    By  John  SravBHSoMylfeaiAer  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons.  .  JiOndon,  1810* 

XTT^ liftvc  often-thought,  diat thetitle  psge  and  dedication  of 
^^  a  bode  mif^t  be  justhr  compared  to  a  man's  ^t  mtR>> 
duction  amongst  a  society  of  strangers.  The  «ze  and  beauty  of 
'die  tvpe  coincide  with  his  dress  and  gestures  $  wlnlst  die  matter 
which  die  pages  contain,  resemble  the  more  prominent  feattures 
.of  his  mind)  and  the  intellsgence  of  his  cooolewmce.    What 

OpIlllCII> 
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<ypiflBDD^tIwiiv  arewrto  ^pvin  of  anmil^  whose 'tMo«pttgec»ii>^ 
•nrins  mendy  a  symptom  of  disease^  met  wkfa  in  almost  e^tvf  a£. 
fectkm  of  an^ofgan ;  or  what  notumcan  we?fonn  of  die  oprl|^" 
manly  and^iodependent  condnct  of^a  medical  man  who  ttoopsto 
•^place  a  prafcasional  woric  at  the  foot  of  a  La(fy  of^aMty  t  Wt 
are  far  from  wkUng  to  detract  from  the  character  of  the-  <«  Lady 
Viscottnteis  Perceval/'  the  chosen  one  to  whom  the  amhor-htfs 
dedicated  his  wmrk.  Nor  do  we  presume  to  doobt  that  #*  com* 
•passion iior  tho'aflifited  b  not* the  least  amiable  or  promintnt 
iCeature-  in'htr  tiuljr  estimable  character/'  Yet  we*  cannot  n^ 
hm  from  temiiUi^,  diat,  in  our  opmion,  her  same  is  Vrooght 
;&rward  before  the  pablic  in  a*  manner,  and  in  aplacey  highly 
degrading  to  her  rank  and  sex;  and  had  even  Lady  Perceval  beea 
one  of  &  most  celebrated  Une^stodUBg  kdiis  of  the  day,  -we^ 
Aot  tUak  that  she  should  have  allowedher  name  to  appear  intkb 
dedication  of  siidi  a  book* 

. .  iOuvaudiois  in  his  intrDduetioti,  points  out  how  intfspenssible^ 
•iiowomamentsd  the  organ  of  Yisioit  is ;  and  ho  is'afterwardst  led 
to  dmw  some  very  importantconciu&ions  on  the  diseases  of  the 
ofgaoy  which  he  indeed  expresses  in  a  sentimental  and  afiecti«iig 
-manner !  It  haa  afforded  him  exquisite  ddight^  to  find  that  the 
diseases  of  the^ye}  «  which  hate  been  in  a  great  measure  mo^ 
nopoliaed  hjpnmmng  and  jjpisniaf  empirics^  utterly  ignorant  of 
lbs  principles  and  practice  of  medical  science^  is  now  ooosidsMd 
SBOtJeas  impoitant  than  aqy  other  l^antih  of  iwgeryl''  (p»  2«) 

Thus  Mr  Stevenaon  renounees,  at  theoutsetiall  pretonsion»to 
empiricism  and  quackery,  and  adds,  «  having  £or  some  time 
pasty  altogether  relinquished  ^M^o/ practice,  (in  ihi  eMrduoi 
which  I  have  been  for  many  years  extensively  engaged,)  for  die 
express  purpose  of  devoting  qiy  attention  exclusively  to  the  ma-^ 
oagament  of  the  eye  and  ear/'  (p.  S«}    We  will  not  attempt  to 
calculate  the  degree  of  thispleasuse  by  any  measure,  either  moral 
or  physical }  but  we  most  cordially  join  him  in  expressing  our 
gratification,  could  we  believe  that  he  is  the  man  who  has  re* 
Jeased  the  duties  of  thie  oeculisr  fmm  the  hands  of  the  ignorant 
and  presuming  empiric.    If  Mr  Stevenson  had  been  acqaamted 
with  the  history  of  medicine,  and  of  those  men  who  have  con- 
tributed most  to  its  improvement,  he  surely  could  not  have  ven« 
t^redto  intrude,  such  sentiments, before  the  poUic.      We  have 
always  conceived,  and  our  ^opinion  is  not  a.  singular  one,  that  rfie 
•^practice  of^emedieal  art,  and  the)  study  of  the  ^science  ofmei^- 
acine^  were  one  and  the  safne,  and  that  diseases. of  any.  particular 
oqpsq  could  not»  be  treated  with  ability  and  skill,  but  by  those 
:  who  had  acquired  m  e^tenuv^  knowledge  of  die.disease^  of  the 
.whQU;;bbdy.  •  ,t7pon  these  general  principks,  we  have  ailwajra 

condemned 
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be  ohtiintdi  m  iht  ictmam  and  ttefttnenCjof  a  ^pvtaiMritf  oqai 
jkf  jWMtititig  OQ  dut  orgMi  abat^.whtch  ihe^mail  podiooMr 
migbt  not  aoqvm.  Ob  the  Coiitisient»  the  two  most  odehnu^ 
Mtt^oQS  of  the  pieicnt  day*  Richier  aad  Scaqit,  tftve  jODonfat- 
«d  greatly  to  oar  atock  of  knowledge  on  the  diicaata  of  theeytii 
JMid.m  o«r  own  country*  the  week  of  Mr  Giboon  imjte  mo- 
4iewd»  amragat  oumy  other%  aa  a  atrongiJlaataiaionof  earop 
nioBk.  The  aoaAe  may  be  aaid  of  the  <ri^  fnm  thciogenmi 
obscrfationa  of  Mr  Cooper.  But  to  proceed  tt»  die  wmkbefeft 
«8.«*-We  hare  already  found  hsaXt  widi  ks  title-{)age,as  it  bm» 
ly  expreasea  a  tymptom  which  occurt  in  maily  diaeaaea  of  tk 
itf9%  In  the  greater  proportion  of  the  diseaaea  of  tfaisorpa. 
doea  not  the  retina  acquire  a  morhid  degree  of  aeasibilicf  ^ 
And  ia  nearly  as  great  a  proportion  i»  there  aot  a  weakoes 
of  sight?  The  perusal  of  the  woric  ia  a  paoof  of  fwr  feauf^ 
aa  iteontains  a  hiatoryof  >aonie  diseaaea  (chiefly  idbanDiiioi 
of  the  parta  cmiCaiaed  ta  the  posterior  chamber)  where  H 
morbid  sensibility  of  the  eye  is  nieii»ly  a  symptoaa.  Tbeviiak 
aaerit  which  we  cotvpeive  the  author  to  ciaim^  to  himself  in  dns 
work*  and  the  only  apology  which  we  can  .find  Sot  bb.wrkii!; 
a  boc^  ia  so  .shei^«  that  these  cases,  common jy  callai  weakoca  i 
sights  bam  been  Muerally  and  very  unSttccessMly.  tieated  ify  too< 
medicines^  and  wat  our  author  haaaaecessfuUy  enspiofed  aa  sp 
poske  mode  of  tiaatoient,  by  bleedings  pttigativta»  mat  dr  ssii' 
pUogiatic  regittien«' 


IX. 

tdmmumcaiions  ntative  to  the  Datura  Stramonium^  pr  Thorn-iff'^' 
4Ua  Cure  or  relief  of  Asthma  :  addressed  to  the  E^tor  of  the  M^ff^ 
Meigasutu  ;  /avwv/  cftkem  never  hefwre  fmhtisheJ*  Lead.  W^ 
pp.  90* 

IT  is  a  trite  observation,  that  on  the  introduction  of  new,  or  ^ 
▼ival  of  neglected  remedies,  two  ojpposice  fauha  areiireqaeBtIf 
eoamiitted.  By  some  they  are  eztolkd  for  powers  wbidi  ^ 
do  not  possess^  while  others  deny  them,  all  vtrtaes  }  and  it  ii^ 
Aomrtutil'Sfter  xepeated  fluctuatioas,  thae  theie  wal^i«i«o  ^^ 
last  ascertained  ted  geaeraliy  adaritted.^ 

TIk  aabject  of  this  tieatiae  foraislm  arstrikim  enmykttf 
truth  of  these  mn^rica,  Strnnoniamtwaa  icwr  a  ^wrttfjae  tftoW 


M«ii^alittdiriaMikkfMiedf  in  dtocm^o^ 
mmk  diett  feH  into  total  ncglecu    Ouot  nop^  it  hm  btoMie  Cm 
lAioniAtei  i»  tbe^ttffe  of  a  t0talif  *flhwm'  diMtie>  and  itanewly 
kscr%ed  powers  are  still  a  matter  of  keen  contm^erty. 

*I%e  firvt  public  notice  of  these  was  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of 
the  Monthly  Magazine,  signed  Vnax;  but  now  acknowledged  bf 
Mr  SillSi  a  respectable  merchant  in  Londoni  who  had  derhrei 
great  benefit  from -its  use.  The  historyt  however,  of  ita  anivodiic* 
tion,  ia^ery  cooeiaely  detailed  in  tiie  following  letttr,  from  Dt 
fiiin8t>f  OviUfavdStraec. 

«*  Some  time  in  the  year  i8oi,  t  received  from  General  Gent  a  re- 
medy  that  he  bad  not  long  before  brought  from  Madras,  which,  the  Gener- 
al ioJbrmed  me,  was  u^  there  as  a  specific  for  rejiering  the  paroxysm 
of  a^thmat  and  that  it  was  prepared  from  the  roots  of  the  wild  purpWflower* 
ed  thorn-apple  ( Datura yrr0«y.  The  roots  had  been  cut  into  slips  as  sooii 
af  gathered,  dried  in  the  shade*  and  then  beat  into  fibres  resembling  coarst 
hemp.  The  mode  of  using  it  was  by  smoking  it  in  a  pipe  at  the  time  of 
the  paroxysm,  either  by  itself  or  mixed  with  tobacco,  according  as  the 
^tients  were  previously  addicted  to  smoking  or  poL  General  Gent  prof 
cured  this  reined y  from  Dr  Anderson,  physician  genera)  at  Madras,  wh^ 
both  recommended  it,  and,  I  beHeve,  used  it  himself.  .  ' 
J  ^'  I  bappencdr  at  this  time  to  be  attending  tha  daoghtcT  of  ati  cmioent 
physician,  laboaring  under  phthisis  pubnooahs,  combined  with  asthma^  as 
#p^md  to  iDfe  from  the  frvquem  paroxystas  of  difficidty  of  breathing,  noi 
nsmil  in  pore  phthisis,' at  least  in  so  early  a  suge  of  the  disorder,  With^f 
view  of  sJleriittii^. these  distressing  paroxysms,  I  tebommeoded  a  trial  of 
this  remedy,  which  to  me  was  at  that  time  nei^ectly  new*  lire  relief  ob* 
taioed  was  hx  beyond  expectation,  and,  althouKh  gradually  sinking  under 
ao  incurable  disease,  this  amiable  lady  continued  to  experiedce  great  satis* 
fiction  in  its  use,  almost  to  the  fatal  termination. 

<*  Soon  after  this,  meeting  with  Mr  Toulmin,  sdrgeon  of  Hackney,  at 
a  dme  when  he  was  moch  l^rassed  by  frequent  paroxysms  of  asthma,  un* 
der  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  years,  I  recommended  the 
same  remedy  to  him.  He  received  so  much  benefit  from  its  use,  that  I 
gladly  tranaR^rred  all  of  the  remedy  that  I  had  left  to  him.  But  the 
quatbtity  not  beinr  soffictent  to  Ust  long,  he  Was  oUiged  to  have  recourse 
to  oar  eoomon  tfaonMipple  (Datura  Stramonium.),  of  which  1  had  advis- 
ed  htm  to  tiy  the  stalks,  as  the  roou  of  this  species  are  small  and  fibroua. 
tf  r.Tonlrain  experienced  nearly  the  same  relief  from  this  as  from  the  East 
India  plant:  he  likewise  tried  the  leaves,. but  could  hardly  distinguish 
these' from  tobacco;  cither  in  taste  or  effects.  From  MV  Toulmin,  the 
kriowMge  of  this  remedy  was  communicated,  among  others,  to  yolir  cor- 
i^ndem  (Mr  Sffls);  ^      * 

'^  'I  have  two  pufposM  to  answer  by  the  above  comrounfcatiofi.  It 
lbe*^mplJOc^^it  wiM  serve  to  point  out  the  history  of  tlie  introduction 
of  a  remedy  whidi  promtses  to  become  aa*  important  .addkion  to  the 
Materia  Medica  t  eotth^l  can  claim  any  merit  from  the  shaie  that  I 
hsveaocidemaHyhadinits  but  the  pnoc^  iotentioo  X  have  bad  io  view. 
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•rarto^thov  tliitthe  original  renwdyt  o  *QMd  in  ^icIEast  Indiesy  it  not 
exactly  the  lame  a»  wbat  ia  ttNd  here.  It  k  indaed  higMy  proiabfc  iht 
both  vpaoitff  have  nearly  timiUr  vn;tnei»  b«t  the  one  may  prr^pa  be  msfc 
efl&caci<Mi8  than  the  other.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  prepued  roots  vill  be 
imported  from  Madras,  in  order  that  luch  patients  as  may  not  have  ex- 
perienced the  promised  relief  from  smoking  the  stalks  of  Datora  ScnnnoBi- 
nra»may  have  an  opportnnity  of  trying  whether  the  r^oou  of  Datura  Fetor 
013^  be  'efficacious. 

More  care  ought  to  be  taken  tn  the  meparation  of  the  stFamoonmi  tha 
is  asually  -done*  The  stalks  ought  to  oe  ont  into  akodcr  alipa  while  re- 
cent* and  dried  quickly.  In  our  climate  the  general  difectioa.of  dryisf 
in  the  shade  is  injurious  to  most  herbs ;  the  quicker  thej  ace  dried  tht 
more  they  contam  of  the  taste  and  colour,  and  consecmently  of  tfar 
Virtues  of  the  fresh  plants.  I  obsenre«  that*  of  late*  the  whoie  plant  is  sok? 
in  the  physic  herb-shops,  as  a  remedy  for  the  asthma.  Nov  it  oug^: 
to  he  generally  known  that  the  leaves*  and  more  especiaUy  die  onrtpe 
capsule  and  secKis  of  the  thom*appte,  are  a  verv  powertal*  nay  eVeo  a  it- 
Jecerious  narcotic*  if  taken  iniernallv*  and  probably  cannot^  in  all  cases, 
be  even  smoked  with  impunity.  Yet  the  leaves*  according  to  the  es- 
pericnce  of  Mr  Toulmio  himself*  are  not  possessed  of  the  aanae  powers 
m  dhjrinflr  the  asthmatic  paroxysmSt  at  the  conqparatively  mild  and  in* 
Docent  stalks  and  roots. 


We  aluU  now-noake  a  few  qtiotationa  from  the  < 
in  tbeaetetters.  Mr  Sills  fint  describes  the  sympcouis.  of  hk 
asffchmai  and  the  effect  of  the  stramoaium  upon  himj  and  his 
manner  of  osing  it. 

The  asthmatic  parojcysm  usually  came  on  about  two  o'clock  in  the  /xH»a< 
tng*  when  I  was  suddenly  surprised  from  sleep  with  violent  coovaUivt 
heavings  of  the  chest ;  and  I  was  scarcely  allowed  time  to  ptace  myie^ 
upright  in  a  chair,  where  I  sat  resting  myselfupon  my  elbows*  and  wi:£ 

my  feet  upon  the  ground  (for  I  could  not  bear  them  in  an  boiizoeul 
pottureJ^  befqre  I  underwent  a  sense*  as  it  were,  of  immediate  sdKica- 
skm.    The  fits  generally  continued*  with  short  iaterinissioQiy.£rOia  thocy 

^six  hours  to  three  days  and  n%hts  saccesiively ;  duriag  .whicb  ciflie  I 
have  often*  in  the  seeming  agonife$  of  deatb,  given  myseli  over^  and  even 
wished  for  that,  termination  of  my  misprie^. 

An  amiable  friend  and  most  respecuUe  sujgeon  at  Hackney  (Mr  Tod- 
min),  first  persuaded  pe  to  smolfe  .the  .divine.  StramoQlam»  to  which  I 
owe  attpgctlier  my  present  freedoi^ ,  £cQR  pain  and  renewed  c^^adty  ot 
enjoyment. 

It  is  the  foot  only*  and  lower  part  of  the  stem  of  this  phm*  whidi 
seem  to  possess  its  anti-asthoMtic  vutue;.  these  should  be  cot  insn  small 
pieces*  and  put  into  acommon  tobacco-pipe*  and  the  snake  aanst  be  swat 
lowed*  togener  with  the  salita  prodoced  fay  the  .smohe  \.  sfii  r  yhicb  the 
suSerer  wilU  in  a  few  minutes*  be  relieved  from  all  die  cpmdsiee  htav* 
ings*  and  probably  drop  into  a  comfbr:!table  sleep*  £raai..whidi  he  .will 
awake  refreshed,  and*  lo  general,  perfectly  recovered :  at  least,  tl^  ii 
the  invariable  effect  produced  upon  myself.  .He  should*  by  aUmetcu^ 
'avoid  drinking  with  the  pipe*  a  toO  ordinary  accompanimeti^  of  smok- 
ing. 

I 


ISIS.  OnOi  JXitmifi  9iraimmm.  M7  : 

I  once  took  some  braody  aod  water  with  the  ptpe»  bat  it  profed  a 
rery  improper  combination :  a  dish  of  coffee,  however,  I  often  uke  after 
t,  and  find  it  highly  refreshing.  I  should  mention  that  strong  coffiee  bat 
Tecjuendy  been  recommended  to  me»  but  never  produced  any  beneficid 
effect  as  a  cure  for  asthma. 

This  plant  is  deUght^y  fragrant:  and  althoogb  k  ha^  ,beea <faeg9rde4 
litheito  as  of  a  poispoous  nature  when  taken  t^jwardlyyyet  I  have  smok- 
ed a  d02en  pipes  at  a  time«  whhCKit  experiencing  from  them  any  other 
nconvenkpce  .thato  a  sHg^iacconationi  or  sorfocss  joi  ihe  toqgiie. . .  \ 

Dr  Retd  says,  thai,  in  several  oth^  instances  of  similar  disease^ 
:he  success  hais  been  equally  remarkable  and  complete."  Mr 
WiUis  of  Bristol  states  its  success  in  his  own  case  ;  likewise  Mr 
SToung  of  Aberdeen.  Mr  Woodrow  of  Norwich  states,  that  he 
las  smoked  the  stramonium  since  last  September,  and  almost  tnva« 
riably  experienced  ereat  relief  in  respiration  ;  but  he  did  not  find 
:hat  it  diminished  me  daily  accumulations  of  phlegm.  Mr  Rad- 
!>orn  of  Alreston  in  Derbyshire,  a  sepaagintaiian,  was  also  greisN 
ly  benefited  by  it  $  but  it  must  be  remar)^  that  he  used  the  sttilh's 
and  seeds-Tcssels.  The  last  testimony  in  favour  of  the  stramonicfm 
which  we  shall  notice,  is  in  the  following  letter  from  Mr  Sills. 

••  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  every  use  of  ray  name  respect- 
ng  the  stramonium  yon  thioK  proper,  and  may  add,  that '  I  contintie  to 
ierive  increased  ^ood  effects  from  die  use  of  h.  In  tmth^theatlhnM  if 
iestroyed!  I  drink  bcei,  eat  of  etery  thing;  andif  my  mind  was  aslice 
from  perplexity  as  my  body  is  from  asthma,  I  sbooki  agttn  enjoy/  my  ex- 
stence.  I  never  experienced  toipor  or  any  ill  effect  whateferj  jiod  I 
xroold  rather  be  without  life  than  without  strsfflobium. 

This  evidence,  though  far  from  decisive,  is  sufficient  toepfitle 
lie  stramonium  to  a  nir  and  varied  trial,  .under  the  superim* 
lendence  of  attentive. practitioners.  Of  the  aolivily  of  maar 
pans  of  the  stramonimn,  there  are  unfortunately  top  oiauf  pnon 
on  rcfionly  .tmd  we  fe«r  tbnt  ice  iftdiaenaisMite  use  asta  popular 
lenedy  my  be  attended  wMi  daBger,e6pectaUy  as  w«  vrell  know 
hzt  the  leaves  and  seed-vessels,  and  even  rthe  pdiaom^us  seeds*  are 
^hen  used  instead  of  the  pfinciparsralk,  which  is  the  part  specially 
recoonmended,  and  is  said  to  be  comparatively  mild  and.  innocent.* 
We  should  also  think  that  the  direction  given  to  swaUqw,  the  sidiva 
»Kctted  by  inhaling  its  smoke,  ought  oo  be  followed  with  igreat 
gaaition.  Foom  the  analogy  of  tobacco,  ;w:e,shondd  iCc^ar  tli^tiit 
nrottld  he  extremely  apt  fo  derange  ,the  elomach,  ^far  vre  know* 
rhae'espmesced  amcriBen.  carefully  avoid  swallowing  the  salivx 
impregnated  with  the  condensed  funses  of  the  soidce.  -  Besides, 
we  cMsider  tibe  novdty  and  advantage  of  the  {>ractice  of  xm$t* 
lag  stramoiMilm,  to  -consist  in  applying  the  remedy  direcdy  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease.  ^  The.  coiounsdemgtavii^,  aaid  to.  repre« 
lent  the  Datura  Strammium  in  flower,  is  execrable^  and  gives  no 
dca  of  the  plant.  It  is  easily  cultivated,  like  a2iy  other  hardy 
innuaL 
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hfn  Sfcjfifffmintat  Bxamimtion  rfihe  but  edtiioH  tftht  PBetrmaaptna 

^   Z^f^dwfuis  s  'with  Remarks  on  Dr  PowelPs  Translad9n  and  An- 

n^atkm.    %  R1CH411D  P0iLLiP8-*>Loiidaii)  1811.  pp.  14& 

THIS  publication  owes  its  origio  to  a  critiqal  exafpin^tion  of  the 
Lcmdon  Plurmacppoeta  and  its  official  commcntarj  by  Or 
F^weli»  which  were  the  subjects  o£  an  excellent  article  in  the 
London  Medical  Review.     Although  it  was  evident  that  the  re« 
puirhs  contained  in  the  critique  to  ivhkh  we  allude  were  thoee  of 
an  experienced  and  enlightened  chemist,  yet^  whUe  perasiog  it, 
we  bad  often  occasion  to  regret  that  the  liooits  within  which  it 
:was  necessarily  confined,  obiiged  its  author  to  con£nt  Umself  to 
general  results  upon  some  occarions^and  upon  others,  to  omit  the 
insertion  of  particulars  on  which  he  had  taken  pains  to  inform 
himself.    In  short,  the  Review  made  us  long  for  a  sight  of  the 
experimental  note-book  of  its  author,  and  most  unexpectedly 
our  wishes  are  fulfilled  by  the  publication  of  the  work  now  b^ 
fioK  us. 

it  would  be  suptreeogarion  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis 
^f  its  contents^  fer,  as  we  have  little  to  ofaject,  we  couM  not 
hope  to  condense  t)ie  tttformatton  it  contains,  more  aMy  than 
iir  Phillies  hunstlf  hatt  already  done.  We  shall  merely  ex^act 
a  few  pass^ges.as  examples-of  thb  style  of  the  work,  and  with  th€ 
Htm  of  exciting'  the  ^lidents  of  pharmacy  to  peruse  the  whole. 

•  H«  eemmenc^  with  a-few^  observations  on  the  wdgbts  and 
'«i^snres^  atidnomencleiilM  of  the  Coltege.  Upo*  those  sulijools 
*^re  have  alwady  stated  Mr  ewn  opinien.  Upon  te  geneail 
'priacipl«s  we  think  somewhat'  diffirently  from  Mv  P.,  bni  he 
htfs  certainly  Moved,  that  die  CoUsge  has  not  been  able  to  apply 

*them  to  pi^ctice; 

•  The  rest  of  the  work'  is  occupied  xM\  critidsme  on  many  of 
Ae  preparations  of  die  London  Pharmacopoeia,  arranged  in  the 
alphabetical  older  of  their  titles^  Their  general  tendency  is  to 
ishow,  that  there  is  a  want  of  economy  in  the  process,  as  dbected 
in  the  phaimacopoeia,  or  that  it  is  fai  some  respect  nnchemicsl, 
*€yr  does  net  furnish  a  product  having  the  properties  reqotrtd^  by 

die  Cellege»  or  is  altogether  impracticable  1  that  in  some  insfisa- 
«^c^,  die  tMs  whei^y  the  success  of  the  epevatioA  is  sobeas- 

•  emsSned  are  ii^ucUcioas ;  that  in  others  the  product  itself  is  ass- 

ICSS; 
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leas  ;  amd  lastlj,  that  some  of  the  changes  aie  attended  with  dan- 
gerous consequences. 

To  obviate  these  dangers  in  some  degree,  we  shall  extract  Mr 
PhiUips^s  remarks  in  regard  to  them.  Mr  Phillips  shews,  that 
in  the  new  PharmacopoBia  the  strength  of  the  diluted  sulphuric 
atcid  is  increased  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  tiyo»  while 
that  of  diluted  nitric  acid  is  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  what  it 
ixras, 

*<  In  common  as  I  apprehend  with  most  persons  concerned  in  dis* 
pensing  medicines,  I  have  experienced  some  difficulty  in  determin- 
ing the  safest  method  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the  diluted  acids ;  fbr 
having  shown  that  Dr  Powell^  one  of  the  committee  employed  In 
framing  the  new  Pharmacopoeia »  was  unacquainted  with  the  extent 
of  the  alterations  introduced,  it  is  evident  that  practitionerst  relying 
upon  the  statements  contained  in  the  translation,  may  be  seriously 
disappointed  by  these  articles.  For  the  present  I  have  judged  it  to 
be  safest  to  keep  acids  diluted  in  both  proportions»  and  to  employ 
them  according  to  the  terms  by  which  they  are  prescribed ;  presum- 
-ingf  as  is  obvious,  that  every  practitioner  who  uses  the  new  termst 
is  aware  in  what  degree  the  new  preparation  differs  from  the  for- 
mer :  a  conclusion  which  may  not  m  every  instance  be  true. 

**  There  is  one  preparation  in  which  this  precaution  is  unavailtng ; 
die  infusum  rossB,  without  havings  suffered  any  change  of  name, 
has  been  very  considerably  altered  in  strength." 

The  liquor  ammonise  of  the  present  ptiarmacopcsia  is  aboat 
five  times  stronger  than  the  aqua  ammonise  of  the  former^  yet  the 
College  seeifiie  evidently  to  consider  them  as  the  same. 

**  Liquor  amninniae.  is  now  directed  to  be  used  in  many  of  those 
preparations  in  which  the  subcarbonate  was  formerly  employed ; 
and  it  is  particularly  requisite  that  the  attention  of  practitioners 
should  be  directed  to  this  circumstance.  I  have  already  noticed  the 
great  difference  which  exists  between  the  strength  of  the  former  A.qna 
ammotuc  purse,  and  the  present  Liquor  ammonic;  the  power  Of  the 
Linimentum  ammonite  fortius,  and  of  the  Linimentum  camphoras 
composttom«  has  also  been  greatly  increased*  It  is>  however,  much 
more  important  to  point  out  tnc  extravagant  increase  of  #  power  ad- 
ded to  those  medicines  which  are  intemafiy  employed,  viz. 
Spiritus  ammoniae 

■     '— -~  aromaticus 

foetidus 


succmatus. 


Tinctura  Valerianae  ammoniata 
-  gnaiaci  ammoniata. 


*^  With  the  exception  of  the  preparation  last  ihentioned,.  the  qtidn. 
tUies  assigned  by  Dr  Powell  foi*  th6  dcfses  df  these  .Wedicities  are 
equal  tb  those  of  the  former  wealter  preparanons  given  by  Br  La-i 

?0L.  Viii.  NO.  SI.  AS  tham. 
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tham.  I  cannot  quit  thrs  part  of  ch^  stiHJect  witboot  retnarliE 
that  of  all  the  inftprovements  attempted  by  the  CoUege»  their  <k3ii: 
in  diis  is  calculated  to  p'^oduce  the  molt  extensive  mischief  ;  and 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  icsrcely  one  of  the  preparatkms,  abci 
mentioned*  could  be  exhibited  in  the  doses  stated  by  Dr  Povci 
without  danger  to  t|ie  patient*  and  disgrace  to  the  practitioDer." 

"The  change  in  the  strength  of  the  solution  of  emetic  tana 
ought  also  to  be  generally  known. 

'*  In  the  late  Pharmacopoeia  the  vinum  antimonii  tartarizad  7i. 
directed  to  b j  prepared  by  dissolving  two  scruples  of  tart^rized  ar 
timony  in  a  mixture  of  ten  fluid  ounces  of  water  and  wine.  Ts: 
College  have  now  reduced  the  tartarizcd  antimony  to  one  scroii'. 
and  this  important  alteration  is  not  only  unnoticed  hj  I>r  Povrl. 
but  he  even  states  that  *  this  preparation  resembles  the  former  y\xxz. 
*  antimonii  tartariiati.*  There  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  nai- 
ing  the  former  preparation  %  the  change  irtroduced  must  thenim 
.be  considered  as  originating  in  mere  frivolity,  and  it  may  occasicc 
seriotis  disappqintment  to  those  practitioners  who  are  not  aware  ibat 
jt  is  requisite  for  the  safety  of  their  patients,  to  ex'«imine  how  id^) 
fiterattoas  have  been  madet  without  even  the  hope  of  ijn|ff<m- 

oent.*' 

« 

The  most  important  duty  required  from  the  Roy^al  Cbli^e  k 
Physicians  of  London,  in  return  for  the  high  and  v^aable  pri- 
vileges conferred  upon  them,  10  the  publication  of  a  scicRti& 
ami  judicious  pharmacopceia^  to  guide  the  pharmacv,  and  indi- 
cate the  jQstruments  of  the  practice  of  their  lesa  dignified  b]^| 
thren.  That  they  have  completely  failed  in  the  dischat^  of  tha 
debt  tiy<ht  communitj,  is  confirme8  in  every  page  of  the  wvA 
before  us,  and  perhapis  it  may  not  be  altogether  us^^e^  to  %xi% 
.  what  appear  to  us  to  be  the  causes  of  this  failure.  At  orMll 
two  naturally  occur  aa  the  most  likely,  ignorance  and  inatfeiN 
tion.  Of  the  latter  fault,,  the  fellows  may  have  been  guilty 
various  degrees.  It  may  have  consisted  in  careleasnesa  in  1 
telection  ol  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  was  entrusts 
or  in  having  toa  gteat  a  degree  of  confidence  in  them.  But 
the  heavy  charge  of  ignorance  of  pharmaceutic  chemiatiy,  we 
afraid  that  they  must  all  severally  and  aggregately  atand  coo^ 
ed«  Against  the  trifth  6f  this  -charge,  and  the  cflecta  it  mi 
have*  upon  their  reputation  and  character,  charters,  byeJavl 
and  even  decisions  in  courts  of  Justice,  wiil  not  arail  tk 
These  will  indeed  pfeserve  to  them  th^  exclusive  enjoiment 
many  valuable  privileges,  but  the  pretence  of  superior  learai^ 
upon  which  these  were  granted^  and  are  still  contiaded,  has 
come  an  object  of  ridicule  to  every  apothecary's  boy.  Nor 
ii  be  urgedi  diat  it  ts  learning  of  a  big^r  descripdon  diat  is 
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paired  of  them  «  chat  it  would  degrade  the  ctignity  of  a  fellow  <if 
the  Royal  CqUitge  to  pore  over  a  f ursace  <Hr  a  retort.    They  are 
not  only  supposed,  to  be  the  only  members  of  the  profession 
'who  can  re«d  the  language  of  Hippocrates,  but  also  to  be  alone 
capable  of  reg^ilating  and  controlling  the  practice  of  pbatmacf* 
T*hi9»  by  far  the  most  important  distinetton  of  the  two,  if  at 
leei9«  .we  measure  their  importance  by  their  utility^  they  have  ' 
utterly  disregarded  ;  and  if  a  <;orporatioi^  could  be  as  easily  disii> 
f  ranchiscdi  as  his  Majesty's  ministers  may  be  removed,  for  income 
petencyi  the  corporation  of  Warwick  Lane  might  be  justly  consU 
dered  Jfelo  de  se.    It  is,  in  fact,  the  narrowness  of  the  corporation^ 
i^^hich  is  a  principal  cause  of  its  present  disgrace.     It  deprives 
tliem  of  the  knowledge  and  assistance  of  a  very  large  proportion 
of  their  brethren ;  and  it  has  a  bad  eflFect,  both  upon  the  favoured 
few  and  the  oppressed  many,  by  taking  away  fiom  the  latt^ 
-many  motives  for  honourable  exertion,  and  leading  the  former 
to  be  more  zealous  ijx  maintatniog  their  false  dignity,  than  m 
promoting  their  science.     We  will  assert,  without  the  fear  of 
contradiction,'  that  if  the  licentiates  of  London  had  been  consti- 
tuent members  of  the  College,  the  true  dignity  of  the  professicii 
would  not  have  suffered  by  the  publication  of  the  pharmaco^KSk. 
We  shall  pass  entirely  over  the  numerous  additional  errors  ia 
the  translation,  because,  from  Dr  Powell  being  evidently  the 
.  memb^c  oS  the  committee  to  whom  the  levisal  of  the  pharaiaceu- 
tical  department  was  chiefly  intrusted,  we  consider  him  and  tiye 
College  as  completely  identified. 

But  the  Society  ot  Apothecaries  claims  a  little  more  attention, 
not  for  appointing  *<  ^  committee  for  t|ie  purpose  of  co-operatia[g 
with  the  College,  in  the  use  of  their  extensive  laboratory, -and  ia 
briiAging  to  the  test  of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  lau-go 
scale,  which  could  alone  render  the  suggestions  of  aqience  prac- 
tically useful,  the  several  processes  ^hich  were  communicated 
by  the  .College,"  but  for .  grossly  misleading  and  jdeceiviM  the 
CoU^e,  and  for  openly  contravening  its  injunctions,  whim  the 
said  society  is  specially  bound  to  obey.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
worthy  company  o£  Apothecaries  did  not  inform  the  College  how 
many  of  the  suggestions  of  science  they  found  to  be  impropert 
extravag|uit,>or  absduteU  impracticable  $  and  it  is  probable,  that 
they  had  never  communicated  to  the  CoUegi^  the  processes  they 
themselves  employed,  but  rather  carefully  concealed  them  as 
precioiis  nostrui|i^    But  what  is  worst  of  all,  Mr  Phillips  hm 

Eved,  that  Apothecaries*  Hall,  from  which  every  practitk»er 
a  right  to  expect  genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  ac« 
cording  to  the  directions  of  the  College,  is  in  the  habit  of  f u|r- 
nisbing  spurious  .^d  inferior  articles.     To  si^bst^^te  this 

charge. 


tlMge^  we  m»y  nolioc  the  mults  of  the  faWNy^ng  «rtidtt 
IM^ared  by  Mr  PhiHito6»  acooHliiig  to  the.^eofea  ef  dK  O 
lege,  and.as  procured  from  Apotheowrids  HdL 

MrPhilliiM.  Apodu  HdU. 

Acidum  aceticom  Sp.  Gr.  1.002S  S^.  Gr.  1.007 

■■■  '■  >'  muriaticom  Sp.  Gn  1.1.^  Sp.  Gn  1J5I 

i^.'.-^it-  nicticum  Sp.  Gr.  1.51  8p.  Gr.  1.4M 

i»tquor  ammotoise  Sp.  Gr.  9.9040  Sp.  Gr.  OiM 

^otafSMe  supersulpbatt  *• 
iik}tM)r  *fenu  ^IcaUni  f • 
Iiiqu6rphiitibiacetati»t.  Sp.  Gr.  I.M  Sp.  Gt.  IJl 

Sesiilea  the  strictures  on  the  College,  pr  Powelli  and  Ap^-^* 
caries  BlU|  Mr  F&illips's  publication  contains  much  useful :: 


*  Instead  of  this  acid  saltt  that  procured  under  this  name  fron  Anxte: 
nes' Hall,  contained  not  a  grain  of  it,  but  was  a mued  salfc.  ^^Onekaia 
grains  of  this  mixed  salt  consist  of  nearly 

58  sulphate  of  potaik,  and 
49  nitrate  of  potash. 
<<  Whcni  therefore^  2  drachma  of  this  compound  are  trhihiaedt  iostedsl 
the  like  quantity  of  supenulphat  of  potash,  i\  scruples  of  nitre  are  gives ;  0 
'ceedlng  by  one  scruple,  the  largest  dose  mentioned  by  Dr  IVyweS/' 

*  f  «**B«nf  desirous  ofesaroiniBg  this  tne^eiae^  ptepired  wMi  Ae  a#e 
*Jige»a$dyed  by  those  operaiers.  from « mosi  impottant  interoiMirBe'  with  «^ 

this  process  probably  emanatea,  I  applied  for  it  at  Apothecaries!'  HaS.  1> 
flolutioa  which  I  obt«ned,  possessed  properties  diaibctijbdly  opposite  to  tbn 
^belonging  to  an  alcaline  solution  of  iron,  as  will  appear  by  the  feOovipgfai 

*  ment  of  the  effects  produced  by  reagents  upon  eaen. 

AkaHne^Sok^  SolotiQB.fiMK 

tion  of  Iron.  Apothecari^'  Hafl.  • 

Turmeric  paper    •    •    .    •    Reddened    •    .    •    •    No  elect 
Litmus  paper   •    •    .    •    .    No  e&ct     •    .    .    •    Reddened 
Nitric  acid       .    .     •    .    .    FirecipStation     •    •    .    Nocffisct 
t     SlibearbMMle#fpetasli  .    .    Noeiett     .    .    •    •    Bmdpitaiiou       > 

VTator PredMtatiott  .  .    .    .    N^  ci 

'<  On  comparing  these  statements,  ft  will  be  evident  that  the  aoliCiBa| 

cured  at  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  an  oxinitrate  of  iron,  containing  mudi  nitnci 

in  excess ;  probably  ako  some  nitre.''     *  I 

<•    ^  M^Dr  Powell  observes,  that  « this  is  a  dense  soiulioa  of  a  deep  h>o«»| 

.  kur,'    Now  I  hBvt  frequently  prepared  this  nlntieot  aad  hky^ 

served  that  it  is  of  »  suraw  colour,  with  a  slight  admixtnce  of  me%  aae  ^\ 

-gr.  7.22.    I  was  consequently  struck  with  the  incorrectness  oTDr  F0««O|J 

''•cription ;.  and  as  it  was  evident  that  he  had  adopted  it  upon  the  authcr^T 

others,  and  not  in  consequence  of  his  own  experiment  atid  observatkwv  1 1 

cared  this  solution  from  the  avowed  source  of  collegiate  pharmaoeuticsl  ^ 

ledge.    Upon  examiuihg  the  solution  obtained  at  Apothecaries'  Halli  \^^ 

deed  find  diat  it. was  <  a  dense  solution/  its  sp^  gr.  being  1.31  instead  of  ^* 

and  its  colour  was  tn Jy  «  deep  brown.'    The  difTerence  of  thew  p^ep*^ 

being  considerable,  I  prbcured  some  distilled  vinegar  and  fi&argeiivm  ^ 

.  ^fries' Hall,  in  order  to  examine  whether  any  peculiarity  which  they  nig^l 
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formation  on  munj  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  subjects ;  and 
we  may  merely  notice,  because  we  would  not  expect  to  find  it 
therci  that  it  conuins  the  best  description  -yet  published  of  the 
crystallizations  of  various  saline  bodies,  furnished  by  the  Count 
de  Boumon. 

Aa  connected  with  the  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  pharmacy 
evinced  by  the  Royal  College,  and  their  total  practical  inexperi- 
ence, most  of  their  blunders  may  be  traced  to  f  wo  opposite  causes  : 
the  borrowing  processes  implicitly  on  th«  faith  of  otlierd,-:and 
the  altering  the  processes  adopted  from  others,  merely  to  hide 
thdr  being  borrowed.  The  first  is  a  tenial  fault  in  comparitctt 
with  the  meanness,  not  to  give  it  a  worse  appellation,  of 
the  second  j  but  we  trust,  that  this  pharmacopoeia,  bad  as  it  it 
in  the  present  state  of  science,  will  ultimately  be  productive  of 
good :  that  it  will  determine  not  only  the  College  of  London, 
but  all  other  colleges,  to  ascertain  by  experiments  carefully 
made  by  themselves,  the  practicability  and  preference  of  the 
processes  they  enjoin,  before  they  proceed  to  denounce  die 
high  displeasure  of  his  Majesty,  and  all  the  pains  of  law  upon 
those  wh6  deviate  from  th^m. 


sess  would  ezplttii  the  ^limilarity.  But  t&e  difficulty  was  rather  increased 
than  dimiBiihedy  for  *the  preparatioli  n9w  obtained  potteiied  even  rather  leit 
cokior  than  that  which  I  had  before  maiie ;  and  ita  ip.  gr.  very  nearly  resell- 
bled  it,  beinp  1.S5  instead  of  i^8« 

**  Satpectmg  that  the  dark  colour  of  the  aolution  above  described  might  be 
derived  from  the  use  of  Tlnegar  containing  colouring  matter,  I  boiled  some 
litharge  in  undistiUed  vhicgar ;  and  the  solution  obtained,  was  certainly  of  a 
deeper  yellow  colour  than  that  taade  with  distilled  vinegar,  but  still  not  at  all 
vergiAg  to  brown.  I  now  prepared  this  solution  with  the  acid  which  remained 
in  me  veisd  after  the  distillation  of  vinegar,  and  which  conseijuently  contained 
a  very  large  quantity  of  cokmring  matter :  by  employing  this  I  succeeded  in 
obtaining  aeolution,  exactly  resemUing  that  mm  Apothecaries'  Hall  incokmr, 
but  by  no  means  equal  to  it  in  sp.  gr.  i  ihstead  of  beui^  i.si  it  was  only  l«ei. 

**  Abstractedly  considered,  the  cdour  of  this  solution  is  not  of  the  slighteit  cdn- 
sequence ;  but  as  every  curcomstance  vduch  tends  to  render  it  difficult  to  iden» 
tify  a  preparation  is  of  importance,  the  consideration  even  of  colour  should '■ot 
be  nej^ected.  In  addition  to  this,  when  vinmr  which  contains  much  eztnct 
is  em|iloyBd,  it  acts  slowly  upon  the -oxide  of  lead  dissolved,  and  by  continual 
precipitatiaiithe  solution 'is  not  only  rendered  weaker;  bat  of  unoerndb  power. 
I  have  best<»wed  move  mimitle  attentkm  upon  this  preparation  than  tti  miper- 
tance  might  seem  to  demand :  bat  I  have  done  so  because  these  errors  wmch 
are  sanctioned  by  autihotil^  are  donibbr  productive  of  mischief,  aad  Aeir  d^ffec- 
tion  should  be  fbih>wed  by  exposurt.^' 
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PART  in. 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Ripffrt  tf  Diseases  treated  at  the  PVBLJC  DlSFSirSARTi  (ntsf 
Carey-StreetfJ  London^  from  Feb.  29tb  to  May  Slst  1812. 

jIcUTB  DlSBJilS. 


No.  ef  Cues. 

;rebm    . 17 

iFebret  mtermittciites    ...    4 
wfebris  in&ntnm     .     .    ^  .  /    .6 

Cynanche 8 

Plamtii ..1 

'Peripnoumoiiia  •    •     13 

>Pertus$is    .      .....     10 

Caurrhufl    .    .  .•      .\.      116 

^VsLriola  cooferU      .     * .  •    •     1 

Varicella  '.'."..•     %    2 

Rubeola    ....*•*.   6 


Scariatina  anginosa    .    .   .    ' 
Erysipelas     •     ,..*•.     1 

Herpes .  2 

Hepatitis     •     .     .     •    . 
Dysenteria     .     •     .    «    « 
Arthritis  rbeamatica    •    * 
Rfaeumatisxnt^      •    .     . 
Apoplexia    .    .     .    •    . 
Epistazis'    .     . '  .     .    .    • 
Ophthalmia     .... 


CBJtotfic  DieMjsss. 


No.  of  Cases. 

...     1 

.    .    .     |2 

•     .    .     S 


'  Dysecoca     •    . 
CephalsBa    ; 
Vertigo    .    . 

Dyspepsia SS 

'  Gastrodynia 14* 

Pyrosis    .••..••  4 

Icterus    .•*.•••  7 

Morbi  hepatis    •     ....  5 

Enterodynia 10 

Diarrhoea     ..•.'•.  10 

Marasmus 11 

Tympanites     .....  i 

Tsmia 1 

Colica  satomina     *     •     •    •  1 

Hflemorrbois 2 

CacaniMssciHfoaiais      •     %  98 


No.ofCaa. 


Asthma  et  Dyspnosa 
Hsnnoptysis    •    «   ...  « 
P)ithisis.    •    .,  •     •    •* 
Nephralgia    •     *    ,   • 
Hsnnaturia     .      •   t    • 
Enuresis    •    .     .     •    . 
Hysteralgia  .•    .    ,    . 
Prolapsus  uteri      .  ' .     - 

Menorrhagia ^^ 

Leucorrhoea ; 

A  ihenorrhcea 
Goiio/i'hcea    *.    •     • 
Ascites  *   .    •    •    • 
Hydrodiorax    •     . 
Anasarca     •    •    •    • 
ttydit)pa  t0fe»  coipoisl 


CMRome  DfiEAiMt  coiUmutd. 


•vH 


Np.  of  Ca»^ 
•hleg^liatia  dolens  .  .  .  1 
theumatisxnus  chrpn.  .  .  25 
^leurodync       •     .      .     .     .     1 

^odosttas 1 

^umbago    •••.••    10 

!nsania 2 

\sthenia 20 

Premor  ab  hydrargyro  .  .  2 
Paralysis  sacarnina  •  .  .  3 
L.ethar^tts     .•••••      1 

riemipTegia 3 

epilepsia  .  •  ,.  •  •  3 
Eiypochoodriasis      I      •      •      S 

Bysteria 6 

Palpitatto  organica  post  rheum.  1 
Hectica  .  .'.•..  2 
Tabes  nikricnm  .  :  .  .  2 
Scrofula •    .     4 


No.ofCaNi. 
Cachexia,  syphiloideaL^.^  •  •  % 
kactitis  \      .    ".    .     .    .     1 

Phthfrfasis 1 

Prurigo S 

Psoriasis 4 

Lepra. I 

Pityriasis  •  •  .  f  •  •  1 
Urticaria     •     •      •     •     •     •     S 

Erythema % 

lutcitrigo  .••.•••  1 
Roseola  ..•••••  1 
Aphthx     ...      •     •     •      I 

Impetigo   ' •    S 

EcU^ymai     ......     i 

Scabies 11 

Porrigo        '-•     tB 

Tubdra  .  ....'•  rf  4 
Verruca 1 


Until  near  the  middl«  of  May  the  temperature  of  the  ttmot^ 
phere  was  constantly  chilly,  and  the  wind  with  linle miatidii 
from  the  east  and  north-east :  during  the  month  of  March  the 
operation  of  the  cold  was  rendered  more  active,  as  an  occasidoil 
cause  of  disease,  by  almost  daily  rains  \  while,  in  Apfi],  the  P^^6» 
trating  chill  of  the  easterly  wind  was  unremitting,  althbugn  the 
greater  part  of  the  month  was  dry.  In  the  second  week  in  May, 
when  the  wind  changedy  vegetation  was  but  little  advanced  \  but 
the  rapid  burst  of  foliage  and  blossom,  which  ensuedy  has  been 
supported  by  a  succession  of  rains,  together  with  much  sun-shine 
and  warmth.  So  that  although  the  productions  of  apriag  are 
late,  they  promise  to  be  abundant^  On  the  2?th  mst.  the  ther* 
mometer  was  above  70^. 

The  unremitting  cold  of  March  and  Aprili  and  the  humtditf 
of  the  former,  will  serve  to  account  for  the  unusual  number  m 
acute  catarrhal  complaints,  which  have  claimed  the  assistance  of 
the  charity.  The  cases  of  hooping-cough  wer^  also  aggravated 
by  the  same  causes,  as  well  the  cases  of  incipient  phthisis,  and 
hxmoptysis.  If  we  take  away,  indeed,  the  diseases  which  were 
produced  or  augmented  by  the  influence  of  cold,  the  list  will  pre* 
sent  only  the  usual  affections,  which  the  ordinary  occupations 
and  habits  of  life  induce  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people. 
There  has  been  no  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  in  any  district 
within  the  cogniaance^of  the  dispensary,  until  the  middle  of  the 
present  mmtht-whentbe  sneasks  have  appearsdy  aad  eesm  likely 

to 
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to  spread  freelf,  in  the  nei^boarhood  of  Vetter-Lane  ;  and  elss 
scarlet-fever  has  shewn  itself  in  one  or  two  familiee,  and  the 
chicken-pox  in  another.  The  latter  has  octurred  in  eerenl  fami- 
lies/ in  the  upper  class  of  societal  in  all  of  whidi  it  was  traced 
to  schoolsi  where  it  had  affected  several  others. 
•  Little  has  occurred  that  is  wordiy  of  parttcnlar  reaeiarlE^  in  the 
progress  of  the  diseases  above  enumeratedi  except  a  sinpdar  er- 
tension  of  the  inflammation  of  the  throat,  in  a  case  of  acartadBa, 
to  the  internal  membrane  of  the  trachea,  producing  a.  trae  tfi^M^ 
It  ma3F  possibly  be  doubted,  whether  the  croup  did  not  wcouBj 
•upervene,  incidentally,  at  die  time  when  the  acarlatim  mnM  pre- 
sent :  but,  as  it  occurred  just  when  the  angina  was  at  ics  acme, 
and  the  eruption  disappearing,  it  seems  more  probable  that  it 
was  a  mere  extension  of  the  original  inflammation.  The  patient 
howeyer,  coughed  up  a  cylindrical  tube  of  coagulated  lynpk,  of 
nearly  four  inches  in  length ;  but  from  this  she  expetieoced  odf 
temporary  reliefi  and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

Two  marked  examples  of  the  dK:cts  of  the  poison  oC  mercocy 
pn  the  .constitution  occurred  about  the  same  time,  the  one,  hov> 
ever,  considerably  more  serere  than  the  other.     Both  these  pa- 
iSAAlsweve  employed  in  silvering  mirrors  $  and,  in  applying  the 
iinidgam  to  the  concave  surface  of  convex  mirrors  i  had  been 
•tttickf  the  necessity- of  relainhig  the  hatod  immersed  in  mercury 
for  H  iQSig  time,  daily.     After  being  engaged  a  few  weeks  in  this 
.Mifiloyiaetit,  liiey  were  altogether  disabled  from  work  by  the 
ptiralytic  tsemor  and  debility  which,  ensued.  The  <ooe,  wlio  was 
/ndst  Si^verely  afli^ted,  bad  quitted,  his  work  about  three  weeb 
-Mbr^  I  saw  himi  at  which  time  he  had  suffered  a  moderate  dc- 
;gre^  of  salivation,  which  had  itow  disappeared.    Tbe  piincifa] 
'affection  under  which  he  now  laboured,  was  not,  as  has  been 
.isametimes  described  in  these  cases,  a  constant  tremor  of  the 
Jintby  and  see-Saw  of  the  beadi  such  as  occur  in  old  paralytic  per- 
sons, but  a  sort  of  rapid  convulsive  agitation  of  the  limbs,  (when- 
erist  the  act  of  vditioti  Vas  Exerted  upon  the  musclesi)  which 
Riov^d  the  extremities  quickly  in  all  directions,  except  that  which 
|he  win  proinptied.    Thus  he  could  sit  on  his  chair,  still  and 
liearly  unmoved  j  but  the  moment  he  got  up,  and  aneoipied  to 
wsllc,  iiis  legs  b^Sn  to  dance^as  it  were,  in  spite  of  Umselft  and 
performed  v<:ry  rapid  and  irregular  motions,  with  so  mach  vio- 
l^c^,  as  to  compel  him  to  drop  on  his  chair  again  or  to  dircv 
him  clown.     Somewhat  similar  motions  were  perfonned  by  his 
.^ins»  Jf  he  Mtten^ted  ^o  use  diem,  so  that  he  wss  tmable  te  cairj 
my  tbifig  to  his  anottth*  and  the  smallest  quantity  of  liquid  was 
itnftiedij^eVy  diishied  out  of  any  vessel,  from  which  be  made  an 
l^rttttnpt  to*  drifik.    He  was  under  the  necessiQ^  duvstee,  of 
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being  fed  Uke  a  cUM»  Hb  utioohtmi  wn  alto  tmdcired  iome* 
g^hat  indistinct.  These  spaenodtc  tnmanfbowevtf  trtvt  $nmt*i 
ly  increased  by  any  circumstance  thac  agitated  bm  aiaif  or  occa« 
noned  any  ansitty.  His  bowels  were  constipatedt  and  he  com** 
plained  of  mudi  pain  in  his  Hmbs  and  loins,  vfaich^  together  with 
the  mnacnlar  agitations,  rendered  Us  sleep,  tery  imperfect  i  he 
(reqnentlf  awoke^*  starting  Md  fridhtened  $  and  was  ttod^bA 
with  incessant  tinpleas^m  dfccms.  The  jippetit*  was  g4iod,  and 
die  pulse  appaeendjr  natucal,  akhongh  it  was  at  first  dificnk  to 
ftscertain  iu  bosts,  m  consequence  of  the  tremor  of  the  eeadonSf 
which,  come  on  when  hb  attention  was  directed  to  his  atm^ 
for  the  purpose  of  feeUng  the  artery.  He  complained  much  of  « 
generaleense  of  great  d^ihty,  a&d  of  being  startled  and  iorrial 
by  slight  causes.  . 

Muy  instances  of  this  state  of  body,  induced  by  an  }mpregn«» 
tion  of  the  system  wiUi  meiouiy,  in  variens  artisans,  bat  cs^cU 
ally  in  water^gilders,  as  diey  are  caUsd,  end  in  those  fidio-ast 
occopied  in  the  mines  ^,  wUch  produce  oMroury)  h«fe  been  re** 
corded ;  .and  they  are  familiarly  known  to  praccilioners  in  kstf^ 
towns  1  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  die  mnlti|^ied  experience  of 
medical  nacn  has  yet  led  to  the  discovery  of  any  eflfectnal«nieaM 
of  expefiting  the  expulsion  of  the  poison  from  the  bodf,  nEnieh 
less  of  an  antidote  to  its  opefation.  ithas  been  suggested  that 
ittlphor  diminishes  the  activityof  mercury  i  and  some  practitlon*  . 
ers  hare^hooffht  that  subecanoe  aceoaily  remedial  in  caaes  of  ^dda 
sort,  when  tellowcd  by  tonics  f .  De  Haen,  who  has  related  u 
number  of  cases  of  the  disease^  ascribes  great  efficacy  to  electrid* 
ty,  even  where  it  had  advanced  to  a  degtee  of  severity  nnich  b*- 
ycvid  that  of  the  instances  here  allndcd  toj:.    Bvt  it  aeeme  veif 


*  An  acoomt  ef  the cflbct  of  tlie  macary  on  the  Ubearen'Sn  tlie  afimsi  of 
Friuls,iii  the  Vcaettsn  ttaM,  was  given  nith»  Philoe^  Trsns.  far  April  16S5. 
(t  is  tkere  said>  that  ^  all  of  them  in  time  (some  sooner  some  later)  bscome  far^ 
alytiCi  and  die  hectic^*  But  as  a  proof  that  it  was  the  spasmodic  agitation  (if 
:he  limtMj  above  described^  and  not  paralysis^  like  that  from  the  poison  of  lead, 
it  may  be  menttonedy  tfiat  the  trriter  saw  a  man,  **  so  paralydc,  that  he  codid 
■ot  vMk  both  banda  carry  a  ghasy  half  fall  of  wme,  to  hit  moetk  wkhoutapUt^ 
ing  i^  thcwgli  be  loved  it  top  well  to  throw  it  away/'  p.  S4,  -> 

f  J>r  I^ettsom  says  ^  I  hare  generally  found  the  use  of  sulphur  fuf&cient  to 
remove  it,  ^th  the  addition  of  bark  to  strengthen  the  syst>m.^  Med.  >Ib- 
moirs  of  the  Gen.  Dispensary,  p.  ?r7.  *  /^ 

t  Seeyaltetb  Jfedmdi,FmnL  vdi)^  bedekdi^beia'pelienteadneted        / 

honan^^  qnmma.s^leqm  Mnor^"  i^ieb  iiicrssasi>te  mcfb  a  degree^  **  at      / 


nihil  laborii  i^tya  perficcre,  ut  n^coeiedere  bibcreve  ssluai  iiep  lofasps  ampBua 
intelligi  potuerit.  Kutriendus^  ves^CQ^V*^  ct  iofaptis  Uistair,  ijlYun^  urinsmoue 
poniiinn>  ad^vandoi  srat.*  ^      / 


/ 


tft"         i^^artiHy  lbp0ti  fftie  Cmiy-Stnd  DSipnumrj.        Jdi 


qiietdomMe»  fvom  the  great  variety  in  the  leAgtfrjoC  time  in  whidi 
these,  and  other,  remedies  are  reported  to  have  effected  ehe  cures, 
whether  ttme  alone  was  not  the  physician.  Mr  FemrsoD  has  fire- 
^enily  stated  to  me  his  con?iction  (and  his  experience  lias  bees 
most  ample),  that  a  &ee  exposure  to  the  open  air,  daring  a  ^ 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  whether  hot  or  cold,  is,  ob  the  wheic, 
die  most  effectual  modei  of  d«parating  the  habit  from  a  mctmiui 
impregnation.  In  the  more  severe  case,  just  doacribed,  the  sbI- 
phur  was  given  freely,  combined  with  salts,  afmraparda  wid 
bark ;  and  sufasequetitlf  the  bark,  mineral  acids,,  ami  clialybeacei 
in  two  or  three  forms,  were  preacribed  ;  in  the  milder  case,  da- 
fybeates  only  were  given  }  but  no  very  speedy  relief  or  sdlcratiflB 
was  obtained.  The  latter  thought  himself  betttf,  ae  aoosi  siix 
began  to  take  the  steel  |  but  the  former  very  gradttaUr  ti^ef^ 
•d,  and  at  the  enci  of  two  taaonths  remans  affe«ced  with  a  yigk 
degree  of  the  disease,  which  becomes  considerable  whenreer  ao? 
thing  occurs  to  produce  anxiety.  He.  found  himself  moet  seesi- 
h)y  relieved,  in  respect  to  his  general  fiecKngs,  fay  the  sulphur  aai 
salts,  which  acted  «8  laxatives. 

J%Slxi^l812.5 

HfdropboUa  is  a  disease^  wbiob,  akhough  not  vwy  paevaknt 
in  this  island,  is  still  suficiently  sa^to  damMd  the  invceagadoa 
of  the  medical  philosopher*    Every  year  bringa  with  it  tfaeac- 

.  count  of  some  few  who  have  died  from  this  afflicting  mabdy. 
An  individual  case  may  only  occur  to  a  practitioner  in  the  whok 

tflourae  of  his  prance ;  the  case  is  notinsetfeed  in  any  depot  for 
aimilar  histories ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  cause»  with  the  treat* 
mens  of  the  disease,  both  die  with  die  practitioner  who  mxk 
them.     Our  opinions  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  hydrc^dM^ 

:  are  certainiy  very  vague ;  for  we  have  one  party  aacribiBg  tluf  cota- 

.  plaint  to  a  specific  virus  introduced  into  tlie  system  by  the 
bite  of  a  lalttd  animal }  another  party,  which  enjoys  an  equal 
number  of '  partisans,  denying  the  influence  of  a|speciGc  viras, 

•  and  acknowledging  the  complaint  either  to  have  arisen  iqpontaae- 

.  ously,  or  to  have  been  indueed  by  the  power  of  fear,  operating  is 
those  habits  which  are  endued  with  an  irritability  of  temper,  and 
a  certain  morbidity  of  fibre,  which  are  supposed  to  favour  die  c> 
currence  of  the  complaint. 
It  behovesi  therefore,  every  medical  man^  to  investigafee  die  di^* 
ease  as  it  affects  the  animal  itself^  and  to  publish  to  me  world  a 

*  full  and  accurate  detaS  of  those  cases  of  hydrophobia  whiidi  nny 
have  occurred  to  him ;  and  when  this  is  considered  a  moiad  obli* 

^  galioia, 


gttrion,  ^a^;iQayhopr.to  aecvtniilaeff  a  mtttsof  evideneoi  fiooi 
ivkich  kgittmatecofldiiaions  maf  be  deduced.  In  this  uncercasn* 
ty»  it  might  be  cf  ate  to  conpare  thedificrent  conjectares  hithev* 
tt>  advanced^  which  favour  one  or  the  other  of  these  opinionti 
and  which  wouU  seem  to  be  more  required  at  this  present  time  ;. 
aa  a  late  publication  of  Dr  Bosquilion's  mzj  make  many  prose- 
lytes to  hismtem.     I  merely  mean  to  observe  in  this  paper^  that 
in.siypport  et  the-  first  opinion,  the  many  cases  upon  record  must 
induce  ua  to  believe,  th;«t  hydrophobia  has  ensued  from  the  bite 
«f  a  tabid  animal;  and  where  not  only  no  suspicion  was  enter* 
tallied  of  the  rabies/of  the  anunalj  but  when  the  mtnd  was  coa» 
fidentJthat  no  untoward  symptoms  could  ensue,  and  wheret  on 
account  of  tender  age,  no  terror  or  timor  hfdr^hMet  could  act  as 
evntii^  causes.    I  can  refer  the  reader  for  confirmarion  of  the 
fact,  to  the  Manchester  Memoirs,  and  to  Dr  Ferriar's  Medical 
Facts  smd  Obseevations.    I  may  mention,  in  further  support,  the 
case  of  a  lady  who  waa  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog  at  Edimurgb,  ia 
the  year  1806,  and  in  which  case,  no  terror  of  future  hydn^hoii 
bia  could  prove  an  exciting  cause  :  the  symptoms  of  rabies  did 
not  supervene  till  the  termination  of  eight  months  from  the  date 
of  the.  bite,  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the. patient 
did  not  entertain  the  least  idea  of  that  disease  which  was  to  ter* 
minate  her  lifc.   The  fiist  syn^toms  (uMch  are  not  always  at» 
tending  ones)  wefe  inflammation  and  eruption  on  the  part  bit* 
itUf  to  which  succeeded  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  the  other 
aymptoms  cbaiacteristic  of  the  disease*    The  case  of  Richard 
Brown,  a  boy  of  74  years  old,  recorded    in    the  Edinbuigb 
'  IMkdical  .and.  Surgical  Journal  for  January  1810,  likewise  vSo^ 
tatcastrofigly  against  that  opinion  which  denies  g  specific  virua 
as  being  a  cause  of  the  complaint ;  and  Dr  Clarke  justly  remarkS| 
that  ^  Brown  could  not  have  acquired  any  information  on  Iw- 
\drophobta  \  his  age  precludes  the  supposition  of  reading  on  the 
•  subject  \  and  his  relatives  were  so  little  prepared,  that  they  did 
not  suspect  the  nature  of  the  disease.''    Experiments  are  want* 
ing  to  prove  in  what  manner  the  disease  oft  rabies  is  cooamimi* 
cated  from  the  dog ;  whether  the  cause  is  in  a  vitiated  state  tif  the 
saliva^  or  derived  from  any  peculiar  poison  which  may  be  secret^ 
edt  as  vre  observe  in  venomous  serpents ;  but  proofs  are  not  waut^ 
ing  to  shew,  that  the  disease  has  arisen  from  the  influence  of  the 
bite,  and  that  the  opinion  of  Dr  Bosquillon  is  erroneous.    Dr 
B.  acknowledges  only  three  causes  for  the  complaint,  viz.  1«  In- 
flammation of  an  internal  viscus  \  2.  Lesion  of  a  nerve  or  ten* 
dott'}  and  S.  Fear,  which  latter  is  the  most  common  cause  of  all. 
Dr  B.  says,  (Vide  L'Esprit  des  Joumaux,  Tome  IL  Fevrier 
}  809,}  «<  EDc  (La  Terreur)  a  particuliertment  lieu  k  k  suite  de  h 
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iMCaftrcdte  ducks pmendoii  ail  rteUeowmoM^^  EHeoe 
peat  i/tft  qu'tine  luitc  dt  1100  pr^gte ;  oar  tour  hjbmiIii  capi- 
ble  4e  tusucer  I'imaigiDs^ioti  firapp^e  an  anote  ayec  caftitade  kt 
pJQgrea.  Peut  o^  avoir  iUt  prmtves  flm  eniamtt  ipieKt  tfnt  pt 
duei  un  vkms  fariicuUer.** 

I^DqcKut  wisImm  to  prove,  from  ptfcnriie$  that  will  iMtfaearliii 
oitf  m  biii  oonclu^ion^  that  ^y^^ophpbia  cannot  ensue  fromtk 
hilc  •of  a  dog.  His  eaies  only  shew  that  rabies»  ar  n  diaoKe  tot 
similar,  may  be  indaced  bf  other  causes.  In  those  cases  viack 
he  pieouonSi  the  dogs  were  not  pcoved  iot  to  have  ban  txai\ 
the  ooo-4»xUtence  of  a  specific  virus  couid  only  be  snspeetsd,  is 
their  diseases  were  not  stttended  to.  In  the  pangrafdi,  hontveri 
abovr  stated,  the  e«em(|ltion  from  rabies  must  ham  beea  ^certiis; 
as  it  is  not  to  b^  supposed;  that  any  impression  onde  upos  tk 
dttiidy  could  stop  ihe  |>iogrcss  of  gemiine  riMes  pradooed  bf  sp- 
cific  viras.  The  case  of  the  child,  recorded  in^the  sasw  W* 
nal>  only  proved  the  instance  of  a  child  dying  throagh.  fear,  ifl 
whidi  some  anomaloas  svmptoms  were  conspicuous.  Nevertk- 
lesl,  we  must  allow  that  hydrophobia,  or  a  disease  very  sieitlsr » 
it,  has  in  very  many  instances  arisen  spontaneously,  or  bfen  is* 
dttoed  by  powerful  impressions  upon  the  mind  in  nervoos  hUsh 
as  we  cannot  suppose  that  so  actiiva  a  vims  can  exist  ior  mxsf 
years  in  the  system,  without  pioduckigits  eflfects.  In  this  opia»fl 
I  heartily  agree  with  Dr  BosquiUon,  but  diier  firoqli  him,  ^xk» 
he  disallows  of  the  possibility  of  the  dis^ise  being  conamonitaied 
fimn  the  canine  to  the  human  species. 

XetUrJrom  Dr  Charles  Stuart,  F.  R.  S.  E.  Vkt^rwi^i 
tki  koyal  CMige  of  Phftkianst  EAfAurgh^  to  Jambs  Dokai> 
soK,  Esq.  Publisher  of  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser^  on  the  Efnii^ 
afforded  in  favour  of  the  Antivariohus  power  of  FacciMeitim,  ^ 
t^  ^currence  of  Epidemic  SmaU*fox  at  Nerti  J^wmftfrj^  ^ 
December  ISll. 

pEAR  Sir, — I  have  been  frequently  obliged  to  yon  for  cotor 

inunications  on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  am  now  fUd  ^ 

"pay  you  back  in  kind.     If  you  judge  it  proper  to  insert  aj  Jerter 

HI  tne  Advertiser,  I  will  thank  vou  to  do  so,  with  mf  name,  both 

tfo  authenticate  the  information  it  contains,  and  to  solicit  tbc  a^ 

tentioil  of  those  with  whom  I  may  be  acquainted,  if  an^  ^^^ 

'remain  sceptical  respecting  the  immense  bfessinjgs  which  it  bs 

"pleased  God  to  bestow  on  niankind,  by  the  discove^,  of  this  n* 

fegtual  preventrve  of  the  iQQSt  16th$ome  and  {afld  4i^^  ^ 

w^^igh  they  ire  subject.-  .     .     -    —    - .  -        v. 


[8i2.  XhrStiittrt  4fi  raccinaihk.  'ii\ 

I  heaWI,  abbitt  a  fbytntght  Ago,  that  smsAl-pot  were!  eBiiftmi:ii, 
In  a  virulent  fotm,  at  North«Qaeenrferry,  and  requested  informa- 
tion respecting  it  from  Mr  James  Scott,  superintendent  of  rim 
passage  t&ere  over  the  Pritb^  a  constant  resident,  and  onto  on 
lehosc  accuracy  and  fidelity  I  knev^  I  could  tely.  The  replies 
ie  has  been  so  ofa^ging  as  to  send  me  aw  well  entitled  to  dixs 
:haf  acter.    The  sttm  of  the  whole  is  asr  foUo^ : 

The  small-pox  appeared  in  that  Tillage  on  the  14tK  of  I>e« 
:ember  IS  1 1,  and  ofi  the  7th  of  March,  the  date  of  Mt  Scott*s 
last  letter,  forty*sic  youths  and  infaAtSt  from  below  one  to  fi{* 
teen  years  of  age,  have  been  ill  in  that  disease,  of  whom  seven 
persons  have  died,  three  of  them  in  one  fatnify,  aged  four,  liine, 
md  fifteen  years.  The  populatibn  of  the  (ilace  is  exactly  590 
^uls.  Of  these  1S9  had  keen  vaccinated  some  time  ago,  n^  one 
yf  nvhom  has  ieen  seized  vnth  the  eontaghn  cf  small^x.  This  is 
rhe  more  remarkable,  as  the  whole  inhabitants  not  only  live 
pretty  close  together,  but  some  of  those  vaccinated  belong  to 
2nd  reside  in  twelve  familiea  where  sitiall-pox  prevailed. 

It  fhust  not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  two  children  have 
passed  through  the  smaJUpox  who  were  i<)o^uIated  for  cotfr.j)OX 
formerly.  Toe  midwife  of  the  village,  who  inoculated  one  of 
them  some  years  agOj  informs  Mr  Scott  that  she  did  not  thin^c 
the  inoculation  efi^ctual  at  that  time,  and  wished  to  peTforii;^.it 
again,  but  to  this  neither  the  boy  nor  his  parents  would  subn^ 
The  other  child  was  inoculs^ted  at  Kancardine^  Fertbshire»  aod 
his  case  is  described  as  similar  with  this  one. 

Tber^  remain  in  this  village  only  nine  \ffitWQ^  chiefly. ag!pd» 
who  have  neither  had  smallpox  nor  cowpox. 

Those  who  read  this  will,  it  ia  hoped,  be  impressed  with  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  personal  danger  of  eve^  individ^  by 
their  liableness  to  this  disease,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  its  liaising 
on  a  virulent  form  and  ending  fatally. 

I  trust  also  that  parents,  in  particular,  will  reflect  on  the  effi« 
cacy  of  the  merciful  discovery  of  vaccination,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  misled,  and  their  infants  to  fall  sacrifices,  to 
vague  reyoffts,  absurd  prejudices^  and  interested  theories^ 

While  vaccination  extends  its  salutary  influence  in  fing^aM, 
and  especially  in  Ireland,  what  a  pity  is  it  that  tliere  shoiild 
he  reason  to  fear  it  is  less  practised  than  onoe  in  Scotland  t 
It  used  to  be  objected  to  inoculation  for  small-pox,  that  a  parent 
had  not  a  right  to  communicate  a  disease,  possibly  fatal,,  ta  his 
children,  which  they  mieht,  after  all,  escape*  The  principle  is 
no  doubt  a  sound  one,  out  misapplied.  No  person  has  ground 
to  think  that  he  may  escape  the  contagion  of  small-pox.  Louis 
the  XV*  of  France  died  .of  the  disease  between.  60  aod  70  years 
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of  age ;  aod  I  have  evidetice  of  an  oid  wonum  ^btfwm  tO«  nb 

had  nursed  many  chiidren  in  the  disease,  dying  of  icbccaelfs 
this  advanced  age. 

By  inoculation  for  small-pox,  the  disease  was  coavey^d  in  the 
most  farourable  and  harmless  form,  as  demonstrated  by  long, 
large,,  and  uniform  experience,  and  the  person  inoculated  \f^% 
completely  delivered  from  all  hazard  of  contagion,  and  ^neraUj 
from  the  most  virulent  and  fatal  form  of  the  disease. 

But  by  vaccination  nothing  is  produced  which  oug^ht  to  be 
called  disease*  nor  has  the.  slightest  danger,  as  far  a«  I  ever 
heard,  attended  the  punctures,  the  inflamnuttioa  on  the  ami»  or 
any  of  the  effects  of  GOW«pox. 

Parents,  therefore^  who  do  na  vacfinaU  tkeir  cUldrea^  thrvagh 
thougkiUsTtifjSf  negUgenciy  er  prejudices j  which  atimiitn  and  inquirj 
v^d  remove^  ought  to  remember,  that  they  are  daily  exposing 
them  to  the  hazard  of  a  horrid  disease,  in  which  very  usually  net 
one  in  eight  persont  recovers  ;^never  at  any  time  more  than  one 
in  ten.*--!  am.  Dear  Sir,'  your's,  &c. 

Georges  Square^  I6th  March  1812.  ChaRLES  STUii^T. 

P.S«<— Mr  Scott  informs  me,  that,  in  a  former  epidemic  ia 
179S,  twenty-two  ehildren  died  in  this  small  village  in  n^tuni 
small-pox;  in  1797,  seven  children' died  from  the  same  cause; 
and  in   17999  of  three  children  onfy  in  the  disease,  otie  died. 
May  I  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  test  pro- 
posed by  Mr  James  Bryce,  surgeon  here,  in  his  very  valuaUe 
book  on  this  subject,^and  trusted  to  by  many  physicians   and 
surgeons,  as  affording  infallible  proof  of  constitutional  cow-pox, 
is  not  universally  attended  to.  . 

A  new  and  certain  methcdt  i^senvered  and  proposed^  whereby  atgf  mis* 
.    iaie  in  the  practice^  Vaccination  may  be  easily  deteited^^and  the 
use  of  the  genuine  Kine  Pock  rendered  more  universal 

I '  Individuals  or  families  residing  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
who  cannot  otherwise  procure' the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their 
having  obtained  the  genuine  Ktrie  Pock,  are  hereby  informed,  that 
if,  after  submitting  themselves  to  be  vaccinated,  they  will  take  care 

.  of  the  scabs  or  crusts  which  every  operation  will  produce  (whether 
the  same  may  have  been  efiectuai,  spurious  or  imperfect)  and  will 

.  lend  them  to  the  subscriber  fir  examinatton  ;  they  may  obtain  tJie 
same  evidence  of  their  safety,  or  continued  liability  totakethe  small- 
pox, as  if  they  had  been  personally  visited  by  htm  every  day  during 
the  whole  process  of  their  vaccination. 

To  obtain  this  desirable  proof  of  personal  safety,  however,  some 
little  care  and  attention  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  patient— -dur* 
ing  the  period  of  inflammation  or  soreness,  the  arm  into  which  the 
iiiteotion  may  have  been  inserted,  shovrld  be  uken  as  much  care  of 
^s  possible.    The  pock,  or  sor^  ^uld  not  betdt^ed  or  disturbed 

by 
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by  apfJicattoiw  o£anj  kiosi ;  neidier  shoald  it  be  scrsitclicdf  bruia^* 
or  injured*  in  tinjr  manner  whatevjer:  but  ihe  disease  should  be  suf- 
fered to  come  to  its  own  natural  termination— «a  scab  or  criut  toSl 
be  then/oTTncd  in  due  time  ;  and  it  will  be  founds  on  a  strict  and  proper 
examinatiojit  to  be  pe(/ectl^  indicative  of  the  disease  xukich  producea  it; 
'whether  the  sojne  may  have  been  the  genuine  Kine  Pock^or  any  of  these 
spurious  affections,  whi.h  have  been  so  often  mistaken  Jbr  it. •"•On  the 
eighth  day  after  the  operation,  or  as  soon  as  the  scabs  or  crusts  be- 
come loose,  they  should  be  taken  off  and  wrapped  in  a  little  fine  Imt 
or  cotton;  they  may  be  then  folded  up  in  a  small  piece  of  clean  white 
paper,  on  which  must  be  written  the  name,  age  and  place  of  residence* 
of  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  they  were  taken;  and  alio  the 
time  when  they  came  off. 

In  all  cases  submitted  as  above,  where  the  Taccinatton  has  been 
effectual,  a  certificate  signed  by  the  subscriber  will  be  given,  declar« 
ing  chat  the  person  who  has  been  the  subject  of  it  will  never  there* 
3&T  be  liable  to  take  the  smalUpoz:  and  if  any  vaccination  may  be 
found  to  have  been  spurious,  imperfect^  or  ineffectual,  the  necessarj 
precautions  to  be  ukeni^  will  be  particularly  and  promptly  given  in 
a  letter  of  advice. 

In  making  known  to  the  public  this  new  method  of  correcting  the 
mistakes  which  have  been  everywhere  so  frequent*  and  also  so  fatal 
in  die  practice  of  vaccination,  the  subscriber  deems  it  necessary  to 
staj:e,  that  he  has  adventured  to  propose  it  only  after  the  most  ma* 
ture  investigation  of  his  merits.  His  experience  during  eleven  years 
pearly  past,  will  now,  he  believes,  fully  justify  him  in  declaring^ 
that  there  is  no  possible  deception  or  mistake  in  vaccination^  let  the  ope* 
ration  be  performed  bu  whom,  wheti^  or  where  it  mayt  which  he  wHl  not 
be  able  to  detect  with  the  utmost  certainty 9  by  the  examination  pro* 
posed;  and  lie  has  no  doubt  but  that  every  other  practitioner^  who 
is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  genuine  kine  pockp 
poik  soon  discover  that  he  can  alsot  with  a  little  attention,  judge 
correctly  of  the  effect  of  any  operation,  ^hy  an  accurate  examinatum 
iff  the  scabs  or  crusts^  as  herein  suggested.  He  solicits,  however* 
the  most  strict  scrutiny  of  the  utility  of  his  plan,  by  a  discerning 
public,  and  should  it  fail  to  accomplish  the  highly-important  objects 
proposed  by  him,  no  one  will  be  more  free  to  acknowledge  i^  nor 
yet  more  deeply  to  lament  it  than  himself. 

For  all  communications  on  this  subject,  either  to  or  from  the  sub« 
%etibetf  die  medium  of  the  Post  office  is  recommended  as  beioff  tiie 
most  convenient,  expeditious,  safest  and  best.  The  postagi^  how* 
ever,  must  in  all  cases  be  paid,  otherwise  no  communication  will  be 
taken  firom  the  post-office.  . 
Baltimore,  lltk  Mdrek,  1812.  JAMES  SMITH« 

BxtMskedfies  end  rtgtdatiom  of  the  l^aeeiei  AutHutiontin  tkedty^Bait^ 

metiff  wider  the  du^ti^  qf  Pr  y^mes  Smith. 
yi  ill  of  tlwse  is  tuljoiBed,  bat  we  arc  obliged  to  omit  tbfm  from  wa^t  <^  roomj 

The  Council  of  the  Kiinreian  Society  beg  leave  to  intimates 
Thaty  with  tht  vtnr  of  enconngiDg  es^riomtal  inquiry  among 
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the  St«N!Ml»  «f  M^didnvy  di^  have  aAi^muiecd  the  IbOovm: 
prize^uestiolhs  for  thr^e  years  to  come. 

For  1812— Ah  Experimental  Essay  on  the  bqst  method  c^ 
'  preparing  a  Soporific  Medicine  from  the  Lactucak  Sattva. 

For  1813 — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Sec- 
cus  Spissatus  Lactucae  Sativae  on  the  Human  Body* 

For  18  H.— An  experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Dtgi- 
|aii9  Purpurea, on  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  both  in  the  fauinic 
Lttpiecies  %xA  other  animals,  particularly  on  frogs. 

Dieseriattone  pa  these  subjects  must  be  tnulamitted  toDr 
Duncan  nnior^  secretary  to  the  Society,  on  or  before  the  Ut  of 
January  following  the  year  for  which  they  are  announced. 
EdMurghi  \%th  Aprils  l«l«. 

Si&i—- An  obKgat ton  will  be  conferred  on  the  Royal  Medici 
Society  of  Edinbufghy  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragnph 
in  your  valuable  publication. 

All  Members  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  arc  ioTited  to 
write  an  Experimmtol  Essay,  on  the  folbwing  subject : 

<^  To  determine,  by  experiment,  what  substances  are  exhalcc 
by  the  skin ;  and  ^e  changes,  if  any,  which  they  produce  on  the 
surrounding  air.** 

The  dissenation^aiui^tp  be'  wriuen  in  English,  I«atin,  ct 
French,  and  are  to  be  delivered  tothe  Secretary,  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  December  l^lS,'{bfeing  the  year  succeeding  that  in 
which  the  subject  is  proposed.}  llie  adjudication  will  take  place 
in  the  last  week  of  February  fqllowing. 

To  each  dissertation  shall  be  prefixed  a  motto,,  and  dus  motLc 
is  to  ^be  written  on  the  outside  of  a  sealed  packet,  coiuaimng 
the  name  and  address  of  the  author.  No  dissertation  will  K 
received  with  the  author's  name  affixed  ;  and  all  dissertations, 
except  t)ie.  successful  one,  will  be  ret^rned,  if  desired,  with  th; 
sealed  packet  unopened.    I  am»&c.  N.  Bain,  &<-. 

Mdin^urgh,  %9ii  Jpril,  IS\2. 

It  is :  with  eiLXgWt  aprrow  t^at  we  li^i^e  to  anziounce  the  derli 
of  Dr  Wilian  at  Madeira..  In  our  ne*t  number  we  hope  to  b. 
able  to  give  a  biographical  memoir  respecting  him^ 

BRRiTA. 
Page  «i  iS,  line  s  Krom  iM  bottom,  fir  ^w^rititigs  r^tul  meetiiige    . 

i4^    •    i^f  Sly  24,  29.  36,  and  bi  the  S.fmt  of  the  aote^  fir  mak  aci 
rushes  rMhfcasli  and  recpe^-,     ,  .•         • 

\*  Commamcatiom  nay  he  addce^ed  to  the  iSik6H,  ttf  l^dbt  fM^^Stm 
CoNftTABL^Sc  C4lw£diirilurgk^Mes«»i4a|tf^ll4«>.^<'^«t',  H;^Es^.Ot.uu 
Sf.  BaowK,  London s  and  GizbfiaVft  HbMks,  Dbhttfc 

M.  JTJTJr//.  witlte  PmkikhidmiktUtrfOtkbm^.  I«M. 
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LetUr  to  Dr  Andrew  Dumcan*  jun.  Physician^  Edinburgh^  Jt9m 
Dr  CocHEAM£»  Fellow  of  the  Rsyal  ColUge  of  Physicians^  Edhr 
htrgb^  inclosing  a  Letter  from  Dr  Harness,  Commissioner  for 
Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen^  and  Communications  frpm  Mr  Par- 
son, Br  Burnett,  and  Dr  Wilson,  on  the  Ardent  Fever^  as 
observed  at  Guadaloufe,  Gibraltar^  and  Plymouth. 

T^EAR  Sir, — ^I  send  you  a  valuable  communication  from  Mr 
^^  Parson,  Surgeon,  R.  N.  now  stationed  in  Guadaloupe,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  successful  treatment  of  Tellow-feyer. 

I  considered  it  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  transmit- 
ted it  for  the  inspection  of  Dr  Harness,  who  so  ably  conducts 
the  department  of  Commissioner  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Sea- 
men, at  the  Transport  Board,  London. 

The  opinion  which  the  Doctor  has  expressed  on  this  subject  is 
8o  exactly  consonant  with  my  own,  that  I  cannot  do  him  more  jus- 
tice than  by  giving  you  a  copv  of  his  letter,  which,  with  tho 
facts  stated  by  Mr  Parson,  I  consider  may  have  great  weight 
in  inducing  practitioners,  both  in  the  navy  and  army,  as  well  as 
West  India  residents,  to  follow  up  this  mode  of  treatment  in  a 
disease  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to  many  brave  defenders  of 
our  country }  and,  I  trust,*  when  prejudices  and  false  theories 
are  laid  aside,  this  practice  will  become  universal,  and  that 
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scourge  be  attacked  and  defeated  by  weapons  equal  to  die  co»! 
bat.  Dr  Harness  has  farther  done  me  the  honour  to  send  c^ 
two  very  interesting  and  well- written  papers,  officially  traosaii:- 
ted  to  him  \  one  on  the  fever  which  appeared  at  Gibraltar  is 
1810,  which  shews  the  great  judgment  of  Dr  Burnett  in  hissoc- 
cessful  practice,  and  confirms^  in  the  strongest  manner,  Mr  Ptf- 
8on*s  observations  in  a  distant  quarter.  Ifhe  other  exhibits  die 
judicious  treatment  of  the  sick  by  Dr  Wilson,  by  which  a  sob- 
ber  of  valuable  seamen  were  soon  restored  to  their  duties,  vi 
that  chiefly  by  the  free  use  of  the  lancet. 

Copies  of  these  papers  accompany  this;  and  I  request  jou  wiil 
do  me  the  favour  to  insert  them,  as  soon  as  you  can,  in  foe 
respectable  Journal,  so  that  they  may  acquire  as  extensive  a  cr- 
i;}ilation  as  their  merits  entitle  them  to. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  these  gentlemen's  obseifi^ 
tions  on  congestion  in  the  brain,  arid  abdpminal  viscera,  beii; 
the  cause  of  all  the  violent  symptoms  attending  this  fever,  via 
accurately  pointed  out  by  my  late  ingenious  young  friend,  K 
William  Irvine,  physician  to  the  forces  in  Sicily,  in  an  excelis:^ 
treatise  on  the  diseases  of  the  army  in  that  country,  which  «> 
published  by  him  about  three  years  ago,  and  which  I  wotild  esr- 
nestly  recommend  to  every  practitioner  in  warm  climates.  His 
constant  success,  in 'these  cases,  by  detracting  large  quantities  <).' 
blood  from  the  temporal  artery,  proved  the  truth  of  his  obsem- 
tion  ;  and,  I  think,  in  the  first  stage  of  yellow-fever,  where  "k 
symptoms  are  urgent,  that,  or  bleeding  in  the  jugular  veifl^ 
would  give  more  speedy  relief,  and  perhaps  with  the  loss  of  b^ 
blood  to  the  patient, upon  the  whole,  than  drawing  it  ofFbythearm. 

I  regret  to  add,  that  this  accomplished  gentleman  fell  a  sacti- 
fice  to  his  professional  duties  in  the  island  of  Malta,  in  Abj 
1811. 

81  Mmtland  Street^  June  20,  1812. 

Liherfrom  Dr  HiiRNBSs,  Commissioner  for  Sick  and  Weunk 
Seamen^  to  Dr  CoClfRAMB^  Fellov)  of  the  Royal  College  of  Pijr 
sieiansy  EdifAurgb. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  honour  p^ 
have  done  me,  by  transmitting  to  me  Mr  Parson's  opinioQ 
and  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  which  certainly  do  him  mucb 
credit.  The  perusal  has  afforded  me  very  considerable  sads* 
faction  and  pleasure,  as  it  goes  to  substantiate  the  correctness 
and  wisdom  of  the  practice,  which  has  for  some  time  been  ol>* 
taining  generally  in  the  Royal  Navy  i  and  which,  I  am  persoad- 
ed|  by  a  long  series  of  observation  and  extensive  practice  in 
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southern  cliniatesi  as  well  as  from  the  Tarious  statements  of  its 
superior  success*  transmitted  to  me  by  the  professional  gentle- 
men of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  hospitals  in  diflFerent  parts 
of  the  world,  must,  in  a  Ycry  short  rime,  be  very  eeoeraily 
adopted.  I  have  long  considered  the  prevention,  and  me  reme- 
dying of  acute  diseases,  to  depend  on  preserving  the  balance  of 
the  circulation ;  and  by  restoring  it  when  lost  by  the  prompt 
and  decided  means  promulgated  in  the  inclosed,  which  I  am  in* 
dvced  to  forward  for  your  perusal,  that  you  mii^y  be  apprized  of 
the  advance  the  practice  has  obtained,  and  of  the  advantage  re- 
sulting therefrom  to  his  Majesty's  service.  When  readf  I  will 
thank  you  to  return  them )  and  if  you  can  afford  time  to  arrange 
the  practical  remarks  which  they  contain,  and  give  them  more 
extended  publicity,  by  procuring  them  an  insertion  in  the  Edin- 
burgh  Medical  Journsd,  you  will  greatly  obliges  my  dear  Sir» 
your  obedient  humble  servant. 
Transport  Boards  June  15y  1812. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  W.  H.  Parsom,  Esq.  Surgeon^  R,  N.  to 
J>r  Thomas  Cochrane,  Feiiow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phytic 
cianSy  Edinburgh^  on  hts  Treatment^  of  the  Tellow^Fever. 

Dear  Sir,  —According  to  my  promise,  \  shall  endeavour,  in 
as  concise  and  explicit  a  way  as  the  limits  of  my  paper  will  ad- 
mit, to  acquaint  you  with  the  opinions  that  I  have  deduced  from 
a  constant  and  intimate  observation,  for  nearly  three  years,  of 
that  disease  vulgarly  called yeilonvf ever.  After  the  various  theories 
published  respecting  its  nature  and  cure,  which  I  have  most 
attentively  perused,  and  to  the  material  points  of  each  of  which 
I  have  repeatedly  attended,  you  will  be  surprised  at  finding 
how  much  this  very  formidable  disease  has  become  simplified 
in  my  estimation ;  and  while  I  deeply  lament  the  excessive  blun* 
ders  that  have  occurred,  respecting  the  modus  operandi  of  the 
disease,  and  in  its  treatment,  I  cannot  but  wonder,  that,  of  our 
numerous  writers  thereon,  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  our  army 
physician,  Jackson,  should  have  been  the  only  authors  who  ap«^ 
pear  to  have  possessed  any  thing  like  an  accurate  idea  of  its  na* 
ture,  and  the  consequently  indicated  treatment ;  although  the 
whole  of  them,  I  believe,  offer  their  remarks  as  the  result  of 
practical  experience,  and  of  anatomical  demonstrations  on  the 
victims  of  the  disease. 

From  the  latter  source  of  information,  in  which  I  also  have 
had  too  frequent  opportunities  for  observation,'  a  new  light  re- 
sulting therefrom  has  gleamed  upon  my  mind,  respecting  the 
fauie  of  mortality  in  the  continued  and  bilious  rcmittcat  fever  o^ 
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the  West  Indies^  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  only  moJifio 
tions  of  the  same  dbease,  though  authors  in  Grenada,  and  fsr- 
ticularlyDr  Chisholm,  who  practised  in  that  island,  consider  tfaeE 
distinct. 

This  then.  Sir,  is  my  creed  respecting  these  fevers,  resoltaf 
from  deliberate  reflection,  repeated  ocular  anatomical  deooG- 
stration,  and  very  considerable  practical  experience  therein. 

The  predisposing  causes  I  consider,  according  to  the  old  doc- 
trine, to  be  marshy  miasmata^  the  consequence  of  high  atmos{&- 
ric  temperature,  with  moisture  from  putrid  vegetable  exhaii* 
tions,  with  which  the  system  of  a  newly  arrived  European  bs- 
ing  duly  impregnated,  a  very  slight  exciting  cause  is  raffides 
to  set  this  violent  stimulus  in  motion,  the  first  effect  of  wind 
is  demonstrated  by  an  inordinate  action  of  the  heart  and  artereh 
but  a  non-correspondent  one  in  the  venptu  and  ahiorhtmt  systemic 
which  are  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease  in  a  state  m 
torpor,  until  the  curative  indications  are  resorted  to. 

The  morbid  force  is  of  a  mast  vkUnt  and  concentrated  chanctf:, 
exhibited  in  the  peculiar  determination  of  blood  to  the  hraa^  a 
most  instances,  but  in  all  to  the  akdominal  viscera  in  partiadiri 
where,  upon  dissection,  the  most  formidable  traces  c^  the  dis- 
ease are  always  present.  Its  natural  course,  then,  in  the  pri- 
mary stage,  consists*in  strong  and  rapid  morement,  ultimatdj 
tending  to  the  destruction  of  certain  organs  by  producing  cos* 
gestiOn  and  inflammation. 

In  what  then  do  the  curative  indications  consist  ?— for  it  is 
not  certainly  a  disease  in  ^hich  the  vis  medicatrix  naturx  can 
be  confided  ia,  as  the  French  physicians  in  this  place  ought  to  be 
aware  6f.  My  answer  is,  in  unloading  the  vessels  as  quicUf 
as  possible,  by  copious  and  repeated  blopd-letting,  until  tbe 
symptoms  paused  by  the  unequal  action  pf,  and  between,  the 
arterial  ^nd  yenous  systems  abate.  T^es^  powerful  means  aie 
to  be  aided  by  the  free  use  ef  cathartics,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  censtac 
action  on  the  bowels,  by  tepid  diluent  drinks,  and  warm  baths,  and, 
what  I  consider  would  be  still  better,  vapour-baths,  to  cause  i 
determination  to  the  skin. 

The  primary  inflammatory  symptopis  being  by  these  ineaas 
\  removed,  the  cold .  or  tepid  aflru^ion,  according  to  the  patient's 
strength,  becomes  highly  serviceable  in  removing  any  remaipicg 
febrile  action,  or  rather  disposition  thereto  $  but  in  the  first  at- 
tack, I  am  certain  I  have  experienced  an  injurious  tendency 
in  the  former  remedy,  yrhen  mercury  formed  my  principal 
reliance }  and  I  believe  that  most  respectable  author,  I}r  Cur- 
rie,  considered  cold  aflnsion  inadmissible  where  l^al  inferiuJiih 
Jammation  was  present  or  expected. 

10  As 
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As  to  inercury»  I  cannot  absolutely  determine  whether  some 
Tecovcries  I  have  seen  take  place  arose  from  its  influence,  or 
from  other  accompanjring  means.  A  very  full  and  just  trial  of 
this  mineral,  and  Us  almost  total  failure  with  me,  obliges  me  to 
declare,  that  my  faith  in  its  efficacy,  in  the  fever  alluded  to,  ia 
completely  shaken,*--and  I  very  much  doubt  if  it  ever  has  eflnsct- 
ed  any  cure,  after  congestions  have  once  taken  place,  where  its 
use  would  be  of  most  avail.  Indeed,  so  remarkably  torpid  are 
the  absorbents,  during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  that  I 
equally  doubt  if  any  part  of  the  mercury  is  absorbed,  until  the 
disease  has  been  greatly  moderated  by  other  more  effectual 
means. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  this  country,  vanity  induced  me  to 
suppose,  that  because  I  had  previously  been  some  time  in  a  tro- 
pical climate  (the  Brazils),  that  I  was  duly  prepared  to  treat  West 
India  diseases.  Subsequent  experience  has  completely  exposed 
to  me  my  own  presumption,  and  that  I  then  possessed  nothing 
more  than  commbn*place  school  opinions  concerning  them,  which 
practical  observations  have  proved  to.be  ilUfounded  and  fallacious. 

You  very  justly  observe,  that  it  is  a  disease  which  must  soon 
humble  self-sufficiency,  and  has  confounded  several  fine-spun 
theories  \  and  it  also  perfectly  justifies  the  remarks  in  your 
last  favour,  that  a  man  is  bewildered  when  he  has  begun,  as  ht 
thinks,  sufficiently  scientifically  to  work,  and  at  laSt  finds,  from 
woful  disappointment^  that  be  has  to  strike  out  a  new  plan  for 
himself. 

This  is  precisely  my  own  case :  although  I  have  the  happiness 
to  add,  that  my  experience  has  not  been  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  maay  fatal  terminations  of  fever,  having  never  placed 
entire  confidence  in  any  particular  theory,  or  even  in  the  cii^le- 
vant  supposed  specific,  Mercury,  but  ever  kept  in  view  the  relief 
of  urgent  symptoms  \  aAd  from  very  extensive  practice  in  this 
fever,  and  ocular  proof  of  the  affections  of  the  organs  that  parti- 
cularly sufier,  viz.  the  death  of  the  stomach  and  upper  intestines, 
by  inflammation,  congestion  in  the  liver,  and  in  the  venous 
system  universally,  and  in  some  instances,  the  whole  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera  in^  a  diseased  state  ;  from  these  circumstances, 
I  confidently  hope  in  having  arrived  much  nearer  to  perfection 
in  die  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  agd  I  am  truly  happy  to  sute^ 
that  the  result  of  my  practice  Justifies  such  hope. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  in  this  town,  last  April, 
where  we  have  usually  this  fever  in  die  highest  degree,  among 
the  American  and  European  seamen,  which  may  be  attributed, 
I  suppose,  to  the  predisposing  cause,  marshy  miasmata,  predo- 
minating  in  a  high  degreei  and  the  exciting  ones,  new  rum,  9n^ 
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exercise  in  the  suiit  being  inordinately  applied,  the  resalt  i 
my  practice  is,  that  out  of  219  cases  of  high  degrees  tk 
this  ferer,  S6  have  died,  making  little  more  than  one  in  sera 
It  must  also  be  observed,  that  many  of  these  had  been  n- 
ceived  after  they  had  been  ill  from  18  to  24  hours;  scv 
where  congestion  had  taken  place,  and  others  where  the  efem 
of  congestion  were  present,  forming  the  last  stage  of  the  oi^ 
ease,  and  evinced  by  a  combination  of  gastritis,  hepatitis,  -d 
enteritis,  accompanied  with  the  dreadful  symptoms  of  these  & 
eases.  In  this  advanced  state,  no  remedy  I  have  yet  tried  iso' 
any  avail.  Bleeding  relievv'S  for  a  time  even  after  congesna 
has  taken  place,  but  in  every  instance  where  it  has  been  resoitad 
to  in  that  state,  it  appeared  to  accelerate  death.  A  remarkab 
difference  is  observable  in  this  fatal  event,  between  those  «fe 
have,  and  those  who  have  not  lost  blood ;  the  former  terroioK- 
ing  their  existence  apparently  under  no  sufferings,  while  in  tk 
latter  they  are  frequently,  and  for  the  most  part,  horrid  vA 
indescribable. 

There  is  another  primary  demonstration  of  the  nature  of  thedls* 
ease  observable  here  very  frequently »  which  appears  to  medepeni' 
ing  upon  an  increased  impregnation  of  the  subject  with  the  pe^fles* 
tial  miasmata.  Instead  of  finding  on  the  first  attack  gfeat  hett  i 
the  skin,  and  strong  arterial  action,  with  the  usual  determmanoe 
to  the  head,  indicated  by  a  flushed  countenance,  &c.  wehifv 
the  surface  of  the  body  constricted,  the  pulse  small,  and  in  sons 
instances  hardly  discernible,  though  upon  pressure,  tense  tfd 
corded,  coolness  of  die  extremities,  with  the  action  of  ^ 
heart  in  a  manner  suspended.  These  symptoms,  with  their  coo- 
oomitants,  increased  anxiety,  &c.  indicate,  I  think,  a  higbtf 
degree  of  disease,  a  larger  determination  of  blood  to  the  internal 
organs,  with  an  increased  disposition  to  torpor  in  Ae  veins;  ^ 
die  circumstances  of  the  pulse  always  rising  and  becoming  Dorc 
pleasant  after  each  bleeding,  where  such  symptoms  exist,  and  tk 
repeating  of  the  blood-letting  according  to  their  urgencyi  with  n- 
tensive  purging,  and  the  warm-bath,  out  seldom  failing  in  tki^ 
removal,  are  sufficient  proofs  of  this  opinion  being  well  Umid'^ 
and  I  have  actuallv  within  these  eight  months  bled  patieiits  le- 
peatedly  under  sucn  symptoms,  and  thereby  saved  their  lives,  when 
I  am  p6sitive  European  physiciav^s  of  the  first  character,  v^ 
had  never  befons  seen  this  fever,  would  have  declaimed  agunst  ise 
as  a  maniac,  and  predicted  the  certain  loss^  of  the  patient  in  cosf 
sequence. 

My  success,  however,  by  the  detailed  mode  of  treatineiK 
which  the  hospital-  books  will  at  all  times  authenticate,  is  the  be^ 
voucher  for  my  theory  and  practicei  which  I  do  noti  Sir^  P*^ 
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ume  to  ofier  as  norel,  but  which  have  been  too  much  orerlooked 
Tom  not  appearing^  to  hare  reason  for  their  basis ;  and  unhappily 
'or  the  many  thousands  who  have  fsdlen  victims  to  this  fatal  flis- 
rase  in  the  Antilles,  depletory  measures  in  its  commencement 
ivere  formerly  brought  into  disrepute  by  the  lancet  being  either  too 
sparingly  or  too  indiscriminately  used, — or,  in  plain  terms,  from 
>leediitgnot  having  been  carried  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  conquer 
:he  primary  symptoms,  or  from  having  been  had  recourse  to  after* 
rongestion  had  formed,  where  it  could  only  have  the  effect  of  more 
]uickly  destroying  the  unhappy  suflerer.  From  this  careless  and 
ndiscriminate  use  of  an  Herculean  remedy,  it  became  some  years 
lence  superseded  by  a  supposed  specific.  I  do  not  presume  to 
assert  that  venesection  alone,  in  the  commencement,  might  put  a 
>top  to  the  progress  of  the  ferer,  without  the  co-operation  of  re- 
peated blisters,  purgatives^  &c.  In  the  use  of  these,  my  ezpe- 
rience  does  not  accord  with  the  practice  of  Rush,  (an  author  I 
[lighly  respect,)  who  advises  the  exhibition  of  too  large  a  dose  of 
submurias  hydrargyri,  without  a  sufficiency  of  other  cathartic 
medicine  to  dispose  it  particularly  to  act  on  the  intestinal  canal, 
as  I  find  that  four  or  five  grains  of  calomel,  combined  with  15 
or  20  grains  of  jalap  for  a  dose,  is  much  more  e£Fectual  and 
certain  in  its  operation  than  10  of  the  former  and  15  of  the  lat- 
ter, which  he  prescribes.  The  purgative  I  usually  repeat  three 
or  four  times,  at  intervals  of  six  and  eight  hours,  finding  that  as 
long  as  the  least  disposition  to  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
viscera  continues,  and  for  a  short  time  after  the  restoration  o£ 
an  equal  circulation,  the  morbid  hepatic  secretion  remains ; 
and  this  circumstance  itself  assigns  a  cause  for  an  irregular  m- 
termitttnt,  with  bilious  vomitings,  so  frequently  following  a  vio- 
lent attack  of  continued  fever  in'a  new  comer,  and  which  I  myself 
personally  experienced. 

I  have  extended  this  detail  to  an  unintended  length,  for  which  I 
have  to  claim  your  patience  and  pardon,  hoping  that  the  warmth 
I  feel  on  so  interesting  a  subject,  and  that  the  remarks  I  have 
the  honour  of  communicating  being  truly  genuine,  the  offspring 
of  daily  and  hourly  experience,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  its  pro- 
lixity; and  I  rather  lament  the  want  of  talent  which  obliges  me  to 
decline  offering  to  the  profession  observations  on  this  formidable 
disease,  further  than  by  endeavouring  to  enlighten  and  simplify  this 
important  complicated  subject,  and  guard  the  inexperienced  practiF- 
tioner  against  indiscriminate  error  in  the  use  of  the  only  effectu- 
al remedies  in  the  disease  in  question. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice,  that  where  the  mischief  has  once  ta- 
ken place,  viz.  congestion  and  consequent  injiammaiion  and  gan» 
grene^  human  powers  are  but  of  little  av/U.    The  baths  that  you 

recommend 


392  "Mr  Parson's  Treaimmt  rfthi  Tilkw^Froer.  Oc 

recommend  in  such  a  ^tate  (a  strong  infusion  of  casptcim,; 
would  in  all  probability  be  the  most  efficacious  of  any  remedj ' 
that  could  be  resorted  to.  I  have  had  no  opportunity^  since  yoor 
ingfinious  communications,  of  trying  them,  but  depend  upon  it, 
whenever  opportunities  occur,  they  shall  not  be  lost  ^tght  o^  ai^ 
their  effects  shall  be  faithfully  reported. 

I  have,  in  the  latter  stage,  seen  good  effects  from  faaik 
enemas,  and  a  very  extensive  use  of  diffusible  stimulL  I  ac 
myself  a  living  instance  of  this,^ — as  when  labouring  undff 
black  vomiting,  singultus,  coldness  of  the  extremities^  and  tool 
insensibility,  two  bottles  of  champagne  and  nearly  a  bottle  cf 
brandy  were  got  down  in  one  night,  from  which,  with  insulaticf 
me  with  bottles  of  warm  water,  and  covering  nearly  the  whok 
•urface  of  my  body  with  blisters  and  mustard  piasters^  I  w^ 
spared  to  be  a  wimess  to  the  efficacy  of  stimulants  in  the  hs: 
stage  of  the  disease. 

His  Excellency's  secretary  Mr  E  — —  is  another  ;  but  soct 
remarkable  instances  are  very  rare,  and  although  the  meam 
should  never  be  neglected,  confident  hopes  of  tlieir  success  xdbs: 
not  prevail. 

Tour  observation  respecting  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution  ia 
remittents  and  intermittents,  is  extremely  correct.  Its  use  witb 
me  in  those  diseases  has  been  unboundedly  successful^  parncc- 
larly  where  the  bark  has  failed.  Experience  teaches  me  that  in- 
termittents in  this  country  are  very  frequently  connected  with 
diseased  viscera,  particularly  the  liver,  and  from  this  cause  I 
have  frequently  succeeded  in  their  cure  by  the  employment  <^ 
.  mercury,  after  the  bark  and  arsenic  have  failed. 

Our  nospital  here,  and  its  establishment,  do  equal  honour  to 
the  abilities  and  philanthropy  of  him*  who  designed  the  fornier,a]id 
effected  the  latter.  It  is  on  the  same  plan  as  the  Barbadoes  naval 
hospital,  which  the  same  talent  for  all  that  is  useful,  and  zeti  in 
the  cause  of  humanity  also  conceived.  This  refuge  for  the  sickma- 
riner  will  at  present  comfortably  lodge  40  patients,  and  in  case 
of  emergency  60  \  and  should  the  trade  increase,  the  original 
plan  of  ^ding  another  wing  will  be  pursued.  It  is  supported 
by  a  tax  of  a  quarter  dollar  per  Jton  on  all  vessels  entering  de 
ports,  and  the  patients  received  paying  a  dollar  a  day,  while 
they  remain  in  the  hospital. 

The  fear  of  intruding  prevents  me  from  yielding  to  my  desire 
of  addressing  Dr  Harness  on  this  subject,    conceiving    that, 

through 


•  The  Honourable  Sir  Alexander  Codinne.  K.  B.  ViceiAdaural  of  (ki 
White,  and  Governor  of  Guadaloupe, 
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tliroagh  that  worthy  man,  the  junior  department  of  my  brother 
officers  might  profit  by  my  observations,  and  that  by  his  judicious 
advice  and  authority  a  number,  of  valuable  lives  might  be  saved 
to  our  navy  in  the  West  Indies.  I  shall  feel  highly  pleased  with 
a.  continuance  of  your  instructive  correspondence,  and  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  honour  me  with  your  remarks  on  the 
profes^onal  subjects  contained  in  this  long  letter. 
Colomai  Hsspitaly  Poinie  h  Petre^  Guadahupe^ 
^ih  March  1812. 
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Some  Account  of  a  Fever  that  appeared  at  Gibraltar  in  the  mmth  if 
October  1810,  communicated  to  the  Honourable  Comwuisiomn  of 
His  Majesty^!  Transport  Boards  by  W.  BuRNETT,  M.  D.  P*jtfi* 
cian  to  the  Fleet  on  the  Mediterranean  station, 

THE  destruction  occasioned  by  the  epidemic  that  prevailed  at 
Gibraltar  in  the  year  1804>,  will  be  long  remembered  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  British  empire  at  large,  when  the  medical 
history  of  it  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

It  is  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that,  after  a  period  of 
seven  years  has  elapsed,  not  one  of  the  medical  men  who  were 
there  have  given  to  the  world  the  smallest  account  of  it.  We 
have  no  description  of  its  symptoms,  nor  any  statement  of  die 
methods  which  were  employed  for  the  cure ;  no  beacon  to  direct 
us  in  the  event  of  the  same  dreadful  visitation  again  occurrine ; — 
all  is  left  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  future  practitioners.  Since 
that  period  of  disease  and  distress,  the  appearance  of  fever  at 
any  time  in  the  garrison  has  been  looked  upon  with  a  most  sus- 
picious  eye,  and  the  communication  being  now  open  with  Spain, 
where,  from  the  unhappy  state  of  the  country,  individual  dis- 
tress is  far  more  frequent,  and  public  aflairs  less  attended  to,  a 
fever  has  in  many  places,  but  more  particularly  in  Carthagena, 
frequently  broken  out,  and  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  have  at 
different  times  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  anxiety. 

In  the  month  of  September  1810,  several  transports,  having  on 
board  desertc^rs  from  the  French  army,  arrived  from  Carthagena, 
under  the  convoy  of  his  Majesty's  ship    Imperieuse^  among 

whom 
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vhbm  a  feirer  appeared,  of  which  some  had  dted^  haTing 
medical  assistance.     They  were  put  under  strict  quaraiituie» 
a  medical  attendant  having  been  sent  from  the  shore  was  : 
ed  widi  the  same  disease. 

About  diis  time  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  ar* 
rived  in  a  frigate  from  England,  for  the  purpose  of  mao* 
ning  a  flotilla  of  gun.boats»  and  were  put  on  board  the  Sao. 
Juan  lying  in  the  mole.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  heary 
rains  which  occur  at  this  season  of  the  year  took  place,  and 
were  followed  by  incense  heat.  On  the  28th,  29th,  and  30di 
of  September,  I  was  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Donnet,  tfaac 
twenty-nix  men  from  the  San  Juan  were  received  into  the  hospi- 
tal, and  several  more  followed  on  the  succeeding  days. 

The  first  symptoms  were,  prostration  of  strength,  succeeded 
by  chills,  cynanche  tonsillaris,  great  irriubility  of  stomach,  ztd 
the  usual  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  of  the  season.  The  trai« 
ment  of  these  patients  was  by  purgatives,  calomel,  blisters  to  the 
region  of  the  stomach ;  in  some  cases  cold  affusion  was  used,  and 
two  or  three  were  bled  once.  Four  died,  one  of  whom  had 
been  bled. 

In  the  case  of  one  who  was  examined  after  death,  marks  of 
high  inflammation  of  the  brain  were  detected  i  the  vessels  on  the 
surface  were  exceedingly  turgid,  and  about  six  ounces  <^  serum 
were  contained  in  the  left  ventricle  |  the  gall  bladder  was  full  of  a 
dark  inspissated  substance,  resembling  pitch. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  some  persons  living  in  the  southi 
more  particularly  about  the  place  called  Scud  Hill,  were  taken 
ill  with  a  fever,  said  to  be  of  a  suspicious  nature ;  and  shortly 
after  several  soldiers  of  the  7th  Royal  Veteran  battalion,  quarter- 
ed in  the  town,  were,  attacked  with  a  disease  said  to  be  the  Bu- 
lam  fevers  the  same  that  had  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  180^ 
One  Serjeant  and  thirteen  privates  were  in  all  attacked  with  this 
disease,  there  were  ako  four  with  the  bilious  remittent,  and  one 
denominated  the  typhus  fever. 

Of  the  jfourteen  with  what  is  called  the  Bulam,  six  died,  and 
two  out  of  four  died  with  the  bilious  remittent ;  the  case  of  ty- 
phus was  convalescent  in  twenty  days.  Of  the  cases  that  occur- 
red in  private  life,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account,  nor 
indeed  have  I  a  detailed  case  from  the  regiment  *,  but  I  subjoin 
the  general  accounts  of  Mr  Pym,  deputy-inspector  of  hospitals, 
and  that  of  Mr  Kidson^  surgeon  of  the  veterans. 

,  Mr^Kidsoffs  AccounU 

<«  The  first  symptoms  of  the  fever  which  made  its  appearance 
in  the  7th  VeteranBattalion  in  this  gamson,in  October  18iO,were 

shiverings, 
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•htveiings,  succeeded  by  heat,  acute  pain  across  the  forehead^ 
sometimes  extending  over  the  whole  head,   pain  in  tht:  back 
mnd  loins,  great  oppression  at  the  breast,  full  and  quick  putse, 
to  ague  covered  with  a  brown  or  black  crust  *,  eyes  red.    O'l  the 
second  day  the  patient  felt  easier,  the  breast  and  arms  were  covered 
ymxikk  livid  blotches,  and  sometimes  the  vomiting  of  a  fluid  with 
a.  sediment  resembling  cofiee-grounds.    Death  generally  -succeed- 
ed in  a  few  hours  afterwards.     The  medicmes  found  to  give 
meet  relief  were  the  antim.  tartarisat*  calomel,  and  opium.** 

.Mr  Pjnfs  Acc9unt^  commumcatid  to  mehy  a  Friend^  is  as  filhws  : 

«  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  beg  leave  to  in« 
form  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  f^ver  wluch  prevails  on  board 
the  transports  from  Carthagena,  is  the  contagious  fever  of  the 
"West  Indies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bulam  fever,  from  its 
liaving  been  imported  from  that  settlement  to  the  island  of  Gren- 
ada in  1793.  It  is  the  same  disease  which  prevailed  in  Spain  in 
the  years  1800  and  iSOS,  and  at  Gibraltar  in  i804. 

<<  The  most  violent  mode  of  attack  is  shivering,  with  excruciat- 
ing headache,  confined  chiefly  to  the  forehead  $  pain  in  the  back 
ai»d  calves  of  the  legs ;  the  skin  becomes  burning  hot ;  and  the  eyes 
have  the  appearance  of  a  person  intoxicated ;  the  pulse  beats 
from  100  to  1 10  in  a  minute ;  then  follows  thirst,  with  pain  in  the 
reg^n  of  the  stomach  i  but  from  sickness  and  irritability  of  sto- 
mach no  drink  can  be  retained;  there  is  an  almost' constant  vo- 
miting, at  first  of  a  bilious  matter,  but  about  the  second  day 
what  is  brought  up  is  mixed  with  a  substance  resembling  coffee- 
grounds,  with  cold  extremities,  clammy  perspiration  and  relief  of 
pain  \  a  few  hours  after  which,  death  generally  ensues  f .  In 
this  violent  attack  the  disease  commonly  terminates  on  or  be* 
fore  the  fifth  day;  haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouth,  and 
bowels  is  also  a  very  common  symptom,  with  yellowness  of 
the  skin.  Sometimes  the  disease  is  very  mild,  and  seems  to  be 
cut  short  by  the  operation  of  an  emetic  and  purgative.   . 

<<  The  disease  differs  very  materially  from  the  bilious  or  yellow- 
fever,  which  is  common  in  this  country  during  the^  summer 
months  \  this  last  is  not  contagious ;  the  pulse  often  slower  than 

natural ; 


*  Noie  by  Dr  Barncit. — ^This  coi^ld  not  be  at  the  commencement  of  tha 
diieise;  in  19  cases  out  of  120,  the  tongue  is  either  white  or  slightly  tinged 
yellow  during  the  first  three  days ;  that  is  until  gastric  symptoms  commence. 
'  t  Note  by  Dr  B.— ^Tfae  same  train  of  symptoms  have  been  remarked  on 
tnard  several  of  the  ships  of  the  fleet,  but  the  patient  has  not  beea  obsGrved  xm 
p»  through  the  difiercAt  stages  so  rapidly  as  is  here  described. 
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natural ;  it  is  generally  attended  widi  inflammation  of  the  liw^, 
is  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  seldom  runs  its  course  before  eigk 
or  nine  days.  The  first  is  contagious,  the  pulse  yexj  quick* 
does  not  bear  bleeding,  and  generally  terminates  before  the  fifth 
day ;  it  is  very  often  attended  with  the  fatal  symptonis  of  black 
vomiting." 

The  total  number  attacked  in  the  garrison  was  thirty^eight,  of 
whom  twenty-three  died.  As  I  had  no  opportunity  for  persoaal 
observation,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  give  from  my- 
self an  account  of  this  fever,  but  a  few  remarks  on  tteit  given  bf 
the  two  befpre-mentioned  medical  gentlemen,  may  not  be  im- 
proper. 

Mr  Kidson  says,  <*  his  patients  had  great  oppression  at  the 
breast,  quick  and  full  pulse,  -tongue  crusted  brown  or  black,  se- 
vere headache,  and  red  eyes."     Surely  no  one  will  contend  but 
that  this  is  the  descriptiDn  of  a  disease,  highly  inflammatory  m 
the  beginning,  whatever   its  termination  may  afterwards  hare 
been.    Tet  no  means  are  taken  to  allay  the  inordinate  action.    In 
truth,  if  any  could  have  been  thought  of,  worse  than  another,  it 
was  an  emetic,  which  could  only  tend  to  confirm  the  congestion^ 
and,   by  increasing  the  high  vascular  action,  produce  gangrene 
of  some  of  the  viscera,  and  finally  hurry  the  patient  to  his  grave. 
The  use  of  emetics  for  the  cure  of  yellow-fever,  is  a  practice 
that  has  long  and  deservedly  been  laid  aside ;  for,  in  general,  irri- 
tability of  stomach  and  vomiting  are  the  most  formidable  symp- 
toms we  have  to  contend  with.     The  liver  is  commonly  more  or 
less  inflamed,  both  in  the  yellow- fever  of  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
perly  so  called,  and  in  the  bilious  remittent  of  this  country;  how 
much  then  must  this  inflammation  be  increased  by  the  opera- 
tion  of  an   emetic   exciting   such   strong  contractions  of   the 
diaphragm  i  The  determination  to  the  head  was  great  and  mani- 
fest»  yet  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  to  relieve  it ;  if  the 
lancet  was  deemed  an  improper  remedy,  cold  aflFusion  might 
have  been  substituted  with  advantage.     Mr  Pym  says,  <<  the  pulse 
is  very  quick,"  by   way  of  distinction ;  but  I  fear  this  would 
guide  us  but  little  in  our  diagnosis,  as  I  imagine  it  to  be  the 
case  at  some  period  or  other  in  all  febrile  diseases  which  termi- 
nate fatally,  and  generally  to  be  met  with  in  the  bilious  remittent 
With  respect  to  this  fever,  *<  not  bearing  bleeding,*'  I  cannot 
learn  that  it  has  been  tried  in  any  case  in  the  garrison  of  Gibial- 
tar ;  nor  have  1  reason  to  think  was  calomel^  in  any  instance, 
carried  so  far  as  to  excite  ptyalism.     The  relief  expeiienced  by 
the  patient  on  the  second  day  is  easily  accounted  for.    The  in* 
flammatory  stage  of  the  liver  nad  passed,  gangrene  had  commenced 
in  some  ot  the  viscera ;  cold  extremities,  cUmmy  sweatSi  with  re- 

lief 
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Itef  of  paiiii  were  the  nataral  follower8»  and  death,  in  a  short  time^ 
tbe  certain  consequence  of  so  formidable  a  train  of  symptoms. 

In  the  fever  that  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1804,  bleeding  was 
f  oundy  in  many  instances,  of  singular  benefit.  A  gentleman  now 
living  on  the  rock,  informs  me  that  he  was  bled  largely  \  that  on 
the  third  bleeding  he  felt  quite  in  Heaven,  and  he  had  a  rapid  re* 
covery ;  but  it  seems  that  this  practice  was  not  general^  nor  is 
there  a  case  where  the  coid  affusion  was  tried. 

Why  Mr  Pym  has  called  this  the  Bulam  fever,  it  is  impossi* 
ble  for  me  to  conjecture- 
Out  of  the  fourteen  cases  that  occurred  in  the  7th  Veteran 
^Battalion,  only  two  had,  what  was  supposed  to  be,  the  black 
vomitings  and  six  died.    Cleghom,  in  his  Diseases  of  Minorca, 
second  edition,  page  16  and  Chap.  III.  speaking  of  the  tertian, 
ijvhich  is  the  bilious  remittent  and  epidemic  ^f  3ie  season,  says, 
<<  but  the  greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  a  few 
4lrops  of  blood  fall  from  the  nose,-— if  black  matter  like  coffee- 
grounds  is  discharged  upwards  or  downwards/'  &c 

This  is  written  in  the  year  1762,  and  the  Bulam  was  not 
beard" of  till  1793.    It  is  called  contagious,  which,  even  allowing 
it  for  a  moment  to  be  of  true  BiUam  origin,  is  a  point  far  from 
being  decided  even  in  the  West  Indies }  indeed  the  best  of  our 
practitioners  consider  the  yeilow-fever  to  be  a  disease  not  com- 
municable either  by  contact  with  the  sick,  or  through  the  medi- 
um of  the  atmosphere ;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  1810,  of  the 
attack  of  the  fever  at  (jribraltar  having  been  the  consequence  of 
any  one's  attendance  on  die  sick.    The  only  person  taken  ill  in 
the  hospital  of  the  veterans,  is  one  classed  under  the  head  of 
bilious  remittent. 

The  yellow  suffusion  is  a  common  symptom  in  most  of  the 
autumnal  epidemics,  and  was  frequent  amongst  the  marines  at 
Portsmouth,  who  were  attacked  with  a  remittent  fever,  as  relat- 
ed by  Dr  Lind,  in  1 765.    Haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouth, 
and  bowels,  are  by  no  means  symptoms  solely  characteristic  of 
the  Bulam,  for  they  frequently  occur  in  the  fevers  of  warm 
climates,  as  I  have  myself  witnessed,  and  are  sometimes  brought 
on  by  other  causes,  not  dependent  on  the  disease.    In  the  sum- 
mer of  1800,  while  lying  in  Mahon  with  the  expedition,  under 
the  orders  of  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  many  of 
the  ships  companies  were  attacked  with  the  bilious  remittent 
fever ;  amongst  the  rest  the  Diadem,  of  which  ship  I  was  then 
surgeon,  had  about  forty  men  taken  ill,  the  greaterpart  of  whom, 
by  the  employment  of  liberal  evacuations  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  disease,  rapidly  recovered.     One  patient  had  extreme  irrita- 
bility of  stomachi  which  I  in  vain  endeavoured  to  allay,  and 
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during  a  forenoon  I  was  absent  on  duty,  mjr  assbtant  ga:re  hia 
an  emetic  of  tartarized  antimony ;  the  vomiting  increased,  aod 
never  afterwards  for  a  moment  left  him ;  he  passed  blood  bj 
the  nose,  mouth,  and  anus,  and  finally  died  at  the  hospctai 
This  was  the  only  case  that  we  lost.  On  looking  over  the  Dotes 
I  took  of  the  whole,  I  find  that  the  patients  who  were  bled  moit 
recovered  soonest,  and  in  these  cases  the  yellow  suffusaon  wm 
in  general  prevented. 

Id  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  beginning  of  November  IS  10, 
the  Leviathan  went  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  took  under  her 
convoy  some  transports  with  deserters,  who  also  had  a  fever 
prevalent  amongst  them  ;  the  Leviathan  lay  in  the  Mole,  aad 
sometime  after  she  was  there,  many  of  her  ship's  compant  were 
attacked  with  fever,  attended  with  frequent  stoqls  and  high  inflam- 
mation of  the  abdominal  viscera.  Several  died,  but,  on  their  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  lancet,  every  succeding  case  recovered. 

From  the  foregoing  accounts,  and  from  all  the  inforiBarion  I 
K^ve  been  able  to  glean,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  fever 
which  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1810,  was  not,  as  has  been  said, 
the  BuLim,  but  the  genuine  bilious  remittent  of  the  season. 

No  proof  of  contagion  imported  from  the  transports  has  been 
attempted  to  be  produced* ;  and  it  was  before  shewn  that  no  one 
received  the  contagion  from  attendance  on  the  sick  on  shore ; 
and  a  gentleman,  who  has  had  much  experience  in  the  diseases 
of  the  West  Indies,  said  that  he  could  only  call  two  or  three 
of  Mr  Kidson's  cases  suspicious,  at  the  utmost.     It  is  therefore 
to  be  presumed,  that  this  was  a  fever,  only  in  some  instances 
differing  in  grade  from  the  epidemic  of  the  season,  and  in  which» 
by  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  liberal  evacuations,  the  whole  of 
th(*  bad  symptoms  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  prevent- 
ed.     A  disease,  so  violent  in  its  attack,  must  be  met  by  a  cor- 
responding practice,  or,  in  all  probability,  your  patient  is  lost 
There  is  no  time  for  hesitation.    If  a  patient  complains  to  yot 
of  "  excruciating  headache,  full  and  quick  pulse,*with  suffusioa 
fii  the  eyesi  and  oppressed  breathing,"  as  soon  as  the  hot  stage 
of  the  fever  is  formed,  the  re-action  will  be  great ;  bleeding  bodi 
general  and  local  should  be  had  recourse  to ;  not  a  bleeding  of 
a  few  ounces,  but  you  must  bleed  till  a  remission  is  produced, 
which  will  often  not  happen  till  your  patient  has  lost  fifty  or 
sixty  ounces  of  blood.     A  brisk  cathartic  of  submurias  hydrarg. 
with  pulv.  jalap,  should  be  given,  and  repeated  if  necessary,  and 
the  whole  of  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  strictly  pursued.  A  deter- 
mination to  the  surface  should  be  promoted  by  small  doses  of  the 
pulv.antim.  and  calomel,  or  thejulep.ammon.  acetat  and  a  plen- 
tiful use  of  diluents.    By  these  meansi  if  you  l»ve  been  called 
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sufficiently  early  to  your  patient,  you  will  seldom  fail  in  pro- 
curing a  complete  remission  in  24  hours.  You  must  guard  your 
patient  from  relapse  by  quiet,  and  by  open  bowels  for  a  few 
days, — by  an  almost  total  abstinence  from  animal  food;  and  at  the 
end  of  a^week  or  ten  days,  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  his  usual 
occupation.  This  I  have  done  in  hundreds  of  cases.  But  al* 
ways  bear  in  mind,  <<  that  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  must  be 
in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  Ithe  disease.** 

While  I  am  writing  this,  I  have  before  me  a  melancholy  ex* 
ample  of  the  evils  of  a  contrary  practice,  in  the  cases  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  Temeraire  and  Invincible.  Those  ships,  lying 
in  Mahon,  have  had  their  crews  attacked  with  bilious  remittent 
feyer.  Twenty  have  died  in  the  first,  and  seven  in  the  latter  s 
but  independent  of  this,  the  whole  who  have  had  severe  attacks 
are  in  such  a  state  of  extenuation,  that  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  they  can  be  fit  for  their  duties,  and  are  constantly  re- 
lapsing.* But  this  is  not  all ;  they  return  to  their  ships  with 
glandular  obstructions,,  or  the  foundation  of  phthisis  laid,  and  I 
fear  many  of  them  will  eventually  be  lost  to  the  service  and  to 
themselves.  Kiiowing  that  the  Temeraire  would  be  in  Mahon 
in  the  summer,  I  told  the  surgeon  what  would  happen,  and  the 
plan  he  should  adopt,  but  my  advice  was  disregarded — the  con- 
sequence is  seen.  But  as  if  more  particularly  to  confirm  the 
truth  and  propriety  of  the  practice  I  am  advocating,  and  to 
prove  incontestably  its  value,  the  surgeon  of  the  Temeraire  was 
himself  taken  ill ;  the  charge  of  the  sick  devolved  on  Dr  Ross, 
who  is  waiting  to  join  the  Resistance.  He  followed  up  the 
evacuating  plan  with  zeal,  and  the  result  is,  not  one  was  sent 
to  the  hospital,  and  they  all  recovered  rapidly.  As  a  farther 
proof  (if  indeed  that  is  necessary)  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to 
notice  what  has  Recently  occurred  at  Malta. 

The  Weazle  sloop  of  war  was  refitting  at  the  dock-yard, 
where  89  of  her  sbipVcompany  were  attacked  with  fever.  Mr 
Wardlaw,  the  surgeon,  immediately  adopted  the  evacuating 
plan  ;  the  whole  recovered,  and  returned  to  their  duties  within 
the  month.  About  the  same  time,  upwards  of  100  of  ^e  Po- 
mona's people  were  also  taken  ill }  four  died }  three  of  that 
number  had  been  some  days  ill  before  they  came  under  Mr  Al- 
len's care  at  the  hospital,  and  were  not  bled.  The  remainder 
recovered  rapidly,  which  Mr  Allen  entirely  attributes  to  early 
and  liberal  abstraction  of  hlood,  joined  to  purgatives.    During 
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the  winter  of  181 0^  the  Eagle  of  74  guns  was  careening  at  Ma- 
hon,  and  her  people  being  lodged  in  a  barrack  nearly  a  mk 
from  the  ship,  had  easy  access  to  spirits  and  wine.  The  cwi- 
sequence  was,  that  a  fever  made  its  appearance  amongst  them, 
which  the  surgeon  considered  of  a  typhoid  nature.  But  I  seen 
undeceived  him  \  and  although  upwards  of  fifty  were  taken  rP, 
not  a  man  died,  or  had  any  visceral  disease  left.  It.  would  be 
easy  for  me  to  multiply  such  instances^  but  sufficient  has  been 
said  for  our  purpose. 

From  what  has  been  shewn,  it  is  fair  to  assume,  that  if  the 
practice  I  recommend  had  been  adopted  at  Gibraltar,  we  would 
have  had  «  no  haemorrhagies,  no  livid  blotches,  no  black  vomit,'* 
but  that  the  disease  would  have  been  conducted  to  a  happier  termi- 
nation. Every  dav's  experience  tends  more  and  more  to  confim 
'  the  truth  of  the  ooservation, "  that  many  of  our  fevers,  in  whidi 
the  functions  of  the  sensorium  are  disturbed,  or  other  obvioBs 
marks  of  congestion  or  disordered  vascular  action  in  the  ence^ 
phalon  occur,  are  allowed  to  pass  into  a  typhoid  type,  from  so 
omission  to  remove  that  morbid  condition  of  the  head  in  th? 
outset.** 

The  preceding,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  bat  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  fever,  as  it  appeared  at  Gibraltar  ;  but  as 
I  was  not  myself  present  when  it  happened,  my  mer^ns  of 
giving  better  were  necessarily  circumscribed.  What  I  hare 
been  able  to  obtain,  is  faithfully  narrated.  In  the  observanocs 
I  have  made,  in  the  deductions  I  have  drawn,  and  in  the  out- 
lines of  the  plan  of  treatment  I  have  ventured  to  think  woaM 
have  been  successful,*  I  trust  I  am  borne  out  by  their  owa 
accounts  of  the  disease.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  en- 
tered into  a  more  extended  criticism,  but  this  was  foreign  froa 
my  purpose. 

Note  by  the  Editors. 
We  have  always  regretted,  in  common  with  Dr  Burnett,  and 
all  others  zealously  interested  in  the  progress  of  our  science,  the 
total  silence  of  the  professional,  and  especially  of  the  official  pro. 
fessional  men,  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to  witness  the  progress  of  the 
various  instances  of  malignant  fever  which  have  occurred  in  tbe 
garrison  of  Gibrakar.  On  a  former  occasion,  we  reprinted  some 
documents  which  we  met  with  in  a  common  newspaper ;  and 
on  the  present,  with  the  view  of  rendering  them  as  complete  as 
we  can,  we  subjoin  to  Dr  Burnett's  observatipns  another  eztncc 
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from  the  same  source  of  information.  It  is  the  report  made 
by  Mr  Vance,  surgeon  to  the  forccSi  upon  his  return  from  Car- 
tnagena  and  Alicant>  whither  he  had  been  sent  by  his  excellencf 
the  Lieutenant-governor,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  disease 
said  to  prevail  in  those  cities :— - 

H'u  Majesty^ s  brig  Richmond^  at  Sea^  1/1  SefUewAert  1811. 

Si&y— In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency  Lientenant-ge* 
neral  Campbell,  and  the  instructions  I  received  from  you  to  proceed 
to  the  ports  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease  said  to  prevail  in  those  places,  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  atfter  making  the  most  minute 
investigation  in  the  lazaretto,  city,  and  royal  hospitals  in  Carthagena» 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  the  same  disease  exists  there 
at  present  which  prevailed  in  the  years  1804  and  18lOt  and  whicht 
with  some  variations,  I  have  witnessed  so  many  Europeans  fall  vic- 
tims to  in  the  West  Indies.  ' 

The  patient  is  generally  attacked  suddenly  with  cold  shiveringSt 
pains  in  the  head,  back,  loins,  and  thighs ;  the  skin  becomes  exces-  ' 
sively  hot ;  the  pain  of  the  bead  increases,  particularly  over  the  orbiu 
cf  the  eyes ;  the  eyes  themselves  appear  to  the  patient  as  if  forcing 
from  their  sockets,  have  a  particular  red  or  fiery  appearance,  and 
the  whole  face  appears  considerably  flushed ;  a  continual  restlessness 
prevails,  the  patient  constantly  throwing  himself  from  one  side  of 
th«  bed  to  the  other  i  at  this  period  the  pulse  is  very  frequent,  seldom 
under  120,  and  generally  much  more.  Considerable  irriubility  of  the 
stomach  always  prevails ;  the  vomiting  is  at  first  of  a  bilious  appear- 
ance, and  sometimes  only  the  drink  that  has  been  swallowed ;  but» 
as  the  disease  advances,  it  assumes  a  darker  colour,  and  lastly  depo- 
sites  a  grainy  sediment^  resembling  the  grounds  of  coffee.  From 
this  stage  of  the  disease  no  patient  has  been  observed  to  recover ;  and 
in  those  cases  that  have  terminated  fatally,  or  assumed  the  most  se- 
rious appearances,  suppression  of  urine  has  generally  uken  place. 
On  the  first  attack,  the  tongue  has  generally  a  white  appearance, 
which  gradually  becomes  darker,  with  a  brown  streak  in  the  centre, 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  disease,  it  becomes  quite  black,  furred 
and  dry.  When  the  disease  has  advanced  rapidly,  the  patient  often 
becomes  delirious  on  the  second  day,  and  dies  either  furious  or  co- 
matose on  the  third,  and  sometinnes  the  fifth  ;  but,  when  the  cri- 
sis has  taken  place  on  the  seventh  daj,  the  black  vomiting  has  been 
always  most  frequent.  In  some  who  have  died  comatose  on  the 
fifth  day,  considerable  quantities  of  pure  blood  have  been  vomited 
up^  Sometimes  the  patient*  after  walking  about  and  declaring  him- 
self well,  has  died  perhaps  in  a  few  minutes. 

About  the  thiM  day,  the  eye  loses  its  red  appearance,  and  be- 
comes tinged  with  yeUow,  after  which  it  gradually  extendi  to  the 
face,  neck,  bceast,  &c.  and  before  death  geiterally  assumes  a  lead 
or  putrid-like  appearance.  The  pulse,  previous  to  this,  has  sunk 
considfirahly,  amd  seldom  strikes  oftener  than  50  or  60  times  in  a 
minute.     Hemorrhages  from  the  nose^  mouthj  ears  and  bowels, 
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have  frequently  happened  ;  and  vibices  have  sometimes  made  tki 
appear  tnce,  as  well  as  deafness,  and  glandular  swelliags.  | 

On  the  first  attack,  the  patient  i&  gentraJly  costive  ;  butpre^ioc; 
to  death,  diarrhcca  often  takes  place,  and  what  is  voided  has  aiviTs 
a  black,  putrid  appearance,  and  excessively  toe jd  smell.  All  tii» 
symptoms  have  not  made  their  appearance  in  the  same  paciei'S; 
but  I  have  observed  the  whole  in  the  numerous  cases  which  prescsi- 
ed  themselves  in  the  lazaretto,  and  other  hospitals  m  Cartkige^ 
The  disease  has  not  been  confined  to  any  particular  partot  the  los:. 
nor  is  any  person  exempt  from  it  who  has  not  had  it  in  the  ynn 
]8CHand  1810. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  number  of  detii!^ 
that  have  tab^n  place  (a  diary  of  which  1  inclose)  has  not  beeoesJfr 
<ively  occasioned  by  the  yeJ low-fever.  The  bilious  remitteot  F^ 
vails  here  also  ;  and  in  the  royal  hospital  I  observed  many  ot  tk  ^ 
diers  labouring  under  what  we  call  the  gaol-fever,  which  they  ctv 
have  brought  with  them  from  the  army,  where,  I  under stano,  ttvi 
have  undergone  much  fatigue,  and  suffered  great  privatioDS  i>o(li  '^ 
food  and  clothes. 

The  number  of  deaths  may  appear  trifling  for  a  town,  the  popi- 
lation  of  which  is  generally  calculated  at  36,000  souls  (theestic^ 
in  1806)  ;  but  when  we  consider  that  the  fever  last  year  redocei 
this  number  considerably,  and  that  every  person  who  had  the  zoeatf 
of  escape  has  left  it  this  year,  leaving  littie  more  than  a  popuUtH* 
of  9000  in  the  city,  most  of  whom  had  the  disease  upou  tonnerocO' 
sions,  you  will  be  able  to  form  a  more  just  idea  of  the  moxtaiitf. 
The  physicians  cannot  account  for  the  disease  making  its  apptan^ 
this  year  at  Carthagena ;  but  I  have  good  reason  to  suppose  it  m^ 
have  remained  dormant  during  tlie  winter,  till  roused  into  ac^K^ 
again  by  the  summer*s  heat ;  and  I  am  more  disposed  to  favour  loi) 
opinion,  from  the  circumstances  of  their  using  httle  precaotioo  U)^ 
year ;  neither  destroying  the  bedding,  clothes  or  other  furoinirt. 
liable  to  preserve  contagion,  of  any  ot  the  people  who  died  (rft^ 
disease,  as  they  had  done  in  the  year  1804  ;  and  I  am  sorr)'  to  o^ 
«erve  that  they  have  gained  little  by  experience,  as  they  pursue  the 
same  system  to  the  present  moment*  The  winds  for  several  montbi 
have  blown  from  the  Levant,  and  the  thermometer  has  gesoalf 
ranged  from  8^  to  84  and  80  degiees,  on  Fahrenheit*s  scale. 

In  Alicant  there  is  not  the  slightest  degree  of  contagion  ezistio{ 
at  prtsent,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  so  free  from  disease  (^ 
any  kind  at  any  period  for  a  series  of  years  back.  In  the  tovn  ^ 
Elche,  about  four  leagues  distant,  the  yellow  fever  is  said  Xfi  ^^ 
made  its  appearance,  in  consequence  of  a  soldier  from  Carthage^ 
with  five  or  six  people  who  assisted  him  in  his  illness,  having  ^ 
after  a  few  day's  sickness.  But  the  communication  with  thatp^ 
of  the  town  they  resided  in  having  been  cut  off,  sickness  and  naorts^ 
ty  are  said  to  have  ceased  \  ana  as  a  cordon  was  placed  between^ 
two  towns,  and  a  most  rigid  quarantine  esublidied,  had  I  araiW 
myself  of  ocular  iaformation>  I  ^ould  not  have  been  adinitt^  ^ 
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to  Alicant  again.  In  Murcia,  the  capital  of  the  proTince»  and  db« 
tant  about  thirteen  leagues  fW>m  Alicant,  the  disease  has  made  iu 
appearance  with  much  more  serious  e£Fects.  It  is  also  said  to  hare 
been  carried  there  by  some  refugees  from  Carthagena ;  and  the 
junta  of  Alicant  have  placed  it  in  a  state  of  quarantine,  in  th^  same 
manner  as  that  of  Elche.  However,  as  the  cordon  is  placed  so 
far  from  the  city^  and  little  attention  paid  to  persons  coming  from 
the  eastward,  together  with  the  number  of  people  rushing  there  from 
the  various  places  near  Carthagena.  where  the  French  have  made  their 
appearance,  I  am  strongly  or  opinion  that  that  place  will  not  lone 
be  able  to  escape. — I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  Major-cenersa 
Roche,  and  the  British  Consul  at  Alicant,  for  the  assistance  uey  af- 
forded me  in  every  thing  relating  to  the  object  of  my  mission.  The 
junta  were  equally  disposed  to  reader  me  every  assistance.-~In  Car- 
thagena I  also  experienced  every  attention  from  the  govemor-gener 
ral,  consult  and  physicians  constituting  the  board  of  health,  that  the 
service  I  was  employed  upon  could  possibly  require;  I  have  the 
honour,  &c.  (Signed)        R.  Y.Vamce, 

William  Pym,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  forces. 

Depute  inspector  of  hospitals. 

Deaths  froai  S9th  July  to  89th  Augtut  inclusive,  1811. 
July    fl9      IS  Aug.  6      4  Aug.  14      84  Aug.  SS  .    as 
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Report  of  the  Treatment  adopted  for  the  Cure  of  Contagious  Fever 
among  the  Seamen,  belonging  to  his  Mijestfs  Navy^  that  were 
sent  ashore  to  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Ptynouth,  and  commtintcated 
to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  his  Majistfs  Transport 
Board.    By  L  Wilson,  Mt  D.  Physician  to  the  Hospital. 

GBNTLEMEN»— A  number  of  sick  having,  early  in  the  last 
month,  been  sent  to  this  hospital  from  his  Majesty's  ship 
Piadem,  labouring  under  conugiousfeFcri  I  have  takeo  die  libera 

t« 
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tj  of  stating  to  the  Board  the  nature  and  symptoms  themf) 
together  with  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  bj  me  on  tfaciX' 
casion.  The  disease  appeared  to  be  of  die  same  type  as  tk 
which  preyailed  on  board  of  the  Romulus>  in  the  mondi  of  JauB* 
ary  1811.  On  their  admission,  I  found  them  complainisfo: 
aeYere  pain  all  oirer  them»  (as  they  expressed  it,)  but  partial^' 
ly  affecting  the  head^  breast,  and  loins^  and  a  considerable  d^cc 
of  lassitude;  pulse  rather  full,  but  not  exceeding  100  in  a  b 
nutCi  skin  hot  and  drv,  tongue  foul,  thirst  great,  and  bowdiii 
general  costiye ;  as  tne  disease  adranced,  redness  of  the  ej!^ 
strong  pulsation  of  the  carotids,  prostration  of  strength,  smpSi 
delirium,  involuntary  discharge  of  feces  and  urine  sopemaei; 
and,  in  one  case,  singultus  with  subsultus  tendinum.  These  t^ 
the  symptoms  as  they  occurred  in  the  progressive  state  of  tv 
disease.  The  treatment  was  strictly  antiphlogistic ;  the  \^ 
was  early  and  liberally  used ;  bowels  repeatedly  and  fireelj  ^ 
cuatedi  saline  medicines,  cotnbined  with  antimoniak^weitgna 
with  small  doses  of  submuriat  of  mercury,  and  andmonial  pot- 
der  at  night }  the  pediluvium  was  also  of  considerable  serfice> 
The  head  shaved*  blisters  applied,  and  when  the  use  of  the  i» 
cet  could  not  with  propriety  he  admitted,  repeated  cuppof  ^ 
the  temples  afforded  the  most  marked  and  singular  rdief. 

This  mode  of  treatment  was  continued  until  the  violence  i 
the  disease  was  subdued ;  and  I  have  great  satisfoction  in  sif 
ing,  thatof  fifty  patients  admitted  into  this  hospital,  under  sj 
care,  from  the  Diadem,  for  the  cure  of  the  above  disorder>cee 
only  died ;  nor  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  prescribe  either  barlow 
wine  to  perfect  their  recovery, — a  pint  of  porter  was  theonl; 
addition  made  to  their  ordinary  diet.  And  here  allow  me  to  a(Ut 
that  I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  Mr  Campbell,  the  ho^^^ 
mate,  who  for  some  time  has  been  my  assistant,  for  his  1l]ff^ 
mitted  and  particular  attention  on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  c^ 
occasion. 

M^l  Naval  HofpUal^Piynmtkp  Feb.  25,  1812. 
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IV. 

€)n  Nervous  Affections^  and  on  the  Treatmeni  of  Chorea  Sancti  FttL 
By  DiviD  UwiNSy  M.  D.  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

^^F  those  affections  which  are,  in  a  somewhat  vague  and 
^^  sweeping  manneri  termed  nenrous,  there  has  been,  within 
the  last  five  years,  an  evident  increase.  This  is  the  more  to  be 
lamented,  as  the  pathology  and  practice  in  these  diseases  is  more 
obscure  than  in  almost  all  others.  In  most  other  complaints,  we 
are  comparatively  familiar  with  the  geography  of  the  ground,  if 
I  may  so  say,  upon  which  we  are  travelling ;  and  if  we  come  to 
the  practice  of  medicine  well  furnished  with  anatomical  know- 
ledge and  physiological  principles,  we  are  less  likely  to  wish 
left  undone  what  we  have  done,  and  that  we  had  done  what  has 
not  been  done.  But  Ibis  obscurity  and  perplexity  in  se  have  been 
increased  by  a  disposition  to  philosophise  ^t  the  ezpence  of 
facts.  If  «  deiUitas  gignit  spasmumi*  is  a  medical  maxim,  re- 
quiring, in  its  application  to  practice,  much  modification,  great- 
ly  more  so  is  that  axiom  which,  if  it  have  never  been  g^ven  in 
words,  las  been  pertinaciously  and  obstinately  acted  upon  in 
practice,  debilitms  gignit  omne^firi  nervorum  nwrhos* 

Tha  generalizing  principles  of  the  disorders  in  ^uestion^  in- 
troduced  by  the  systems  of  solidism,  and  confirmed  m  the  sdiool 
of  excitement,  are  now,  however,  in  a  great  measure  falling  a- 
way  before  the  weight  of  observation  and  fact  i  and  this  country 
would  have  been  saved  many  a  pound  of  Peruvian  bark,  the  in- 
habitants of  it  would  have  been  excused  fron^  swallowing  many 
a  bitter  potion,  if  we  had  come  earlier  to  attend  to  what  our 
continental  neighbours  call  the  gastric  state,  in  connection  with 
diseases  of  the  nervous  ciass^  But,  as  if  to  make  up  the  time 
lost  on  this  score,  ar^  we  not  now  running  somewhat  into  the 
opposite  extreme  i  Where  we  purged  too  Uttle,  do  we  not  now 
purge  too  much  ?  And  from  dreading  the  sight  of  one  drop  of 
blo^,  as  if  we  feared,  in  the  language  of  we  poets,  that  the 
soul  would  come  rushing  through  the  wound  that  had  been 
made,  are  we  not  now,  some  of  us,  in  danger  of  plunging  into 
the  very  depths  of  Sangradoism,  and  of  imagining,  that,  while  a 
poor  fellow  has  one  drop  of  blood  remaining  in  nis  body,  some 
dms  of  his  disease  must  necessarily  remain  with  it« 

But  I  did  not  intend  this  paper  to  be  a  paper  of  theory,  but 
^  recital  of  cases  \  and  I  shall  proceed^  m  a  very  brief  manner, 

^  ,         tr 
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to  an  account  of  these  cases,  which,  as  havingi  at  least 

them,  somewhat  of  peculiarity  in  their  features,  I  have  jodg^rd 

worthy  to  be  recorded. 

It  is  proper  to  premise  that,  in  consequence  of  perusing  se- 
veral accounts,  in  this  journal  in  particular,  of  extraordiozFy 
cures  performed' by  the  purgative  treatment,  as  recommended 
by  Dr  Hamilton,  of  Chorea  Sancti  VUi^  I  determined  to  make  a 
clear  and  unprejudiced  trial  of  the  plan,  on  the  first  opportnci- 
ties  that  should  be  oflFered  me* 

The  first  case,  then,  that  came  under  my  care,  was  that  of  a 
youth  about  seventeen,  the  son  of  a  painter  in  this  town,  wbc« 
with  that  drawing  of  one  leg  after  him  in  walking,  so  character- 
istic  of  this  complaint,  complained  likewise  of  vertiginous  sed* 
sations  and  pains  in  his  head,  and  had  a  remarkably  wide  pupS 
of  the  e^ye.  This  youth  had  been  put,  by  the  medical  gentkc&oc 
who  attended  him,  upon  a  course  of  tonics,  and  ordered  tp 
drink  wine ;  and  I  was  struck  with  the  earnestness  with  whick 
his  father  answered  me,  "  Yes,  alwavs,"  to  my  questus, 
<<  Whether  does  he  not  appear  worse  after  taking  winef 
Here  then  was  fair  ground  for  laying  aside  the  tonic,  and  coni- 
mencing  the  purgative  plan,  which  I  did  in  the  manner  that  is 
unnecessary  to  detail ;  and,  though  I  did  not  turn  hioi  out  d 
my  hands  cured,  he  left  me  most  evidently  improved  in  heahb 
and  strength.  I  have  been  lately  inquiring  of  his  nnothcr  abeat 
him,  (for  he  has  left  the  place  himself,)  and  she  tells  me  that 
he  is  much  better  \  and,  with  the  same  positiveness  rhat  the 
father  declared  him  to  be  invariably  wqrse  after  wine,  does  rhe 
mother  declare  that  he  was  always  stronger  and  better  alter 
taking  his  purges,  though  she  never  could  discover  any  thing  partis 
cular  or  unheaithy  in  the  appearance  of  the  evacuations. 

The  next  case  of  this  complaint  that  came  under  my  care, 
was  one  which  excited,  on  all  accounts,  a  very  particular  inte- 
rest in  my  mind :  It  was  that  of  an  amiable  young  lady,  whe 
has  been  for  several  years  subject  to  the  regular  returns  of  a 
periodical  lumbar  abscess,  which  originated,  \ft  hen  she  was  very 
young,  in  a  disease  of  the  spine,  and  which,  by  the  great  pan 
and  discharge  it  has  occasioned,  has  at  different  times  reduced 
her  to  an  almost  lifeless  state.  This  young  lady,  while  looking 
out  of  an  opened  sash-window  which  was  in  bad  repair,  had  the 
sash  fall  suddenly  down  upon  the  back-part  of  her  head  abost 
the  neck  -,  the  accident  produced  no  immediate  inconvenience 
beyond  a  stunning  sensation,  which  did  not  last  a  long  time. 
The  family  was  ab*.  ut  si  week's  time  from  this  to  set  off  to  the 
sea-coast  j  but  before  theirdeparture  Miss  ■  had  St  Vi- 

rus's dance  upon  her,  fully  marked  ^  she  could  not  sit  -widioii.* 
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motion  for  any  length  of  time,  and  had  generally  convuIsiTe  and 
involuntary  actions  in  her  arms  and  legs*  The  origin  of  the 
disorder  I  thought  fairly  referable  to  the  accident  above-men- 
rioned  ;  but,  as  she  was  just  upon  the  point  of  having  the  ad« 
vantages  of  residence  upon  the  sea-coast,  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient to  make  trial  of  them.  In  about  a  month's  time»  however, 
she  returned  to  Aylesbury  with  the  disease  still  upon  her,  which 
indeed  was,  now  that  I  was  applied  to  by  her  mother,  very  con- 
siderably increased.  I  must  confess  that  I  commenced  the  eva- 
cuating plan  with  this  young  lady,  with  expectations  much 
more  sanguine  of  success  than  the  event  justified  me  in  enter- 
taining.  Mrs ,  who  is  a  lady  of  uncommon  intelli- 
gence and  judgment,  joined  with  a  larger  share  of  maternal  af- 
fection than  falls  to  the  lot  of  even  Englishwomen  in  general, 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  plan  I  intended  to  pursue  with 
her  daughter ;  and  I  persevered  without  any  intermission  for 
more  than  three  weeks,  when  I  found,  to  my  great  grief,  the 
involuntary  motions  rather  to  have  increased  than  abated,  and 
the  disorder  altogether  assuming  a  more  confirmed  and  ob- 
stinate character.  My  patient  was  about  this  time  just  at  the 
age  of  puberty,  and  I  deemed  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  both 
the  present  and  her  original  complaint,  might  be  critically,  as  it 
were,  terminated  by  the  establishment  of  a  regular  menstrual 
discharge*  With  this  view,  I  ordered  her  some  emmenagogue  me- 
dicines, still  continuing  the  cathartics  occasionally,  though  not 
so  frequently  as  before.  These,  however,  not  answering  the 
intention  so  fully  as  was  wished,  and  the  malady  still  gaining 
ground,  I  came  to  the  determination  of  abandoning  altogether 
her  present  mode  of  treatment,  and  gave  her  the  argenii  nitraf 
in  doses  at  first  of  a  sixth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a-day^ 
which  was  gradually  increased  to  nearly  five  grains  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  The  least  disposed  to  scepticism  amongst  us  knowy 
that  sequence  is  not  always  conseqtdtnce^  and  that  medical  evi- 
dence is  only  of  a  presumptive  nature ;  but  certain  it  is,  tttiit 
my  young  patient  began  evidently  to  amend  almost  immediately 
from  the  commencement  of  this  last  mode  of  treatment,  and 
she  is  now  quite  free  from  the  disorder.  Her  menstruation  like- 
wise promises  regularity,  and  she  has  passed  the  usual  time  of 
the  returns  of  the  complaint  above-mentioned.  It  ought  to  have 
been  stated,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that  she  took  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  she  drank  every  morning  some  valerian  tea. 

Here  then  was  a  case  which  did  not  speak  anything  in  favour 
of  the  purgative  treatment.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  the  bow* 
els  were  not  constipated,  nor  was  there  any  thing  of  disordered 
appearance  ii|  the  alvine  discharges ;  but  netlher  was  dds  di^ 

a 
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case  la  the  first  mentioned  instancet  in  which  purgatives  vcr 

evidently  advantageous. 

During  the  time  in  which  Miss  » was  under  my  tieai- 

ment,  I  was  desired  to  visit  a  young  female,  (the  daughter  of  a 
Mr  Jackson  of  this  town,}  who  was  in  her  thirteenth  year^  aoi 
had  chorea^  if  I  may  so  say*  in  more  of  an  epileptic  form  \  kr 
countenance  indicated  a  considerable  degree  of  irritabibtv; 
the  pupil  of  the  eye  was  much  dilated  ^  her  head  was  t 
times  in  pain,  and  the  whole  body  was  agitated  to  sud 
a  degree,  that,  in  whatever  posture  she  might  be,  it  was  alvap 
necessary  for  at  least  one  person  to  hold  and  restrain  her.  li 
this  subject,  the  complaint  in  question  had  followed  quick  iipoi 
an  eruptive  fever.  I  began  the  plan  of  treatment  by  cikKsd 
and  purges,  as  in  the  former  instances,  and  they  brought  a«^ 
a  very  considerable  discharge  of  sudi  kind  of  feces  as  we  arc 
accustomed  to  see  attendant  upon  worms ;  and  beside  mscoas 
discoloured  stools,  the  two  or  three  first  doses  of  calomel,  &c 
occasioned  the  discharge  of  considerable  scybaiae.  Now,  tWl 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  our  plan  would  be  crowned  iridi 
speedy  and  decided  success  %  but,  although  the  patient  was  of- 
tainly  not  worse  than  at  first,  she  most  evidently  was  not  beittf 
for  some  weeks,  nor  till  after  the  commencement  of  a  povdcfi 
administered  two  or  three  times  a- day,  composed  of  the  foUo«- 
ing  ingredients : 

1^  Pulv.  Digitalis,  gr.  iij. 
Ammoniareti  Cupri,  gr.  iv. 
Pulv.  Myrrhx,  'Si.  ft.  Fulvis. 

Under  this  plan  she  gradually  amended,  and  her  cure  W3t 
complete  in  about  two  months  from  the  commencement  of  tke 
complaint. 

Some  time  after  this,  Mr  Jackson  again  called  on  mcy  witfai 
request  to  visit  another  daughter  in  her  sixteenth  year.  I  fou^ 
this  girl  lying  in  a  kind  of  trance  ;  and  although  she  was  roused 
up  to  answer  me  some  questions)  she  suddenly  relapsed,  asi 
uttered,  for  perhaps  ten  minutes  in  succession,  connected  sen* 
fences  of  a  rhapsodic  religious  nature,  in  the  manner  and  with 
the  tone  which  are  usual  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  vbdi 
this  female  belonged.  This  state  continued  about  eight-and-for? 
hours,  with  intermissions  ;  and  on  the  second  morning  of  m;  ^ 
sits  I  found  her  lying  in  bed,  under  the  full  influence  of  cborO) 
with  much  and  violent  involuntary  motion. 

It  was  a  remarkable  and  melancholy  coincidence,  that  oov 

the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  Jackson,  (a  fine  girl  of  eightftoj 

whom  I  had  attended  some  months  previously  in  rheumatic^ 

^  ver^  was  attacked  with  St  Vitus's  danccj  without  however  the 
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prelifxitnaty  state  just  mentioned  of  the  second;  and  tUs  ooiii« 
ctdence  was  still  more  paiticulari  as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the 
consequence  of  imitationi  the  females  living  in  different  ho«ses 
at  the  time.  The  same  medical  gentleman  was  caUed  in  to 
this  (the  eldest  daughter,)  who  had  attended  with  me  in  die 
first  case*  and  he  ordered  the  same  plan  to  be  adopted,  (widft 
an  increase  of  dose  proportioned  to  her  years).  For  the  secondt 
who  w^s  lying  in  the  condition  above  described,  and  who  had^ 
I  think,  previouely  a  blister  applied  to  her  back,  I  ordered  a 
brisk  purgative  to  be  followed  by  ten  drops  every  six  hours  of 
the  tincture  of  foxglove,  prepared  according  to  the  pharmaco* 
poeia  of  the  London  College.  These  medicines  were  taken  before 
the  occurrence  of  the  involuntary  motions,  which,  when  they 
did  occur,  were,  as  before-mentioned,  exceedingly  violent  %  so 
that  I  had  now  two  patients  (sisters)  in  pretty  nearly  .the  same 
state.  With  the  one,  the  eldest,  it  was  judged  advisable  te  go 
on  with  the  powders  she  had  been  taking,  particularly  as  the 
parents  had  a  predilection  for  them,  in  conse^eace  of  the  bene* 
fit  that  had  attended  their  administration  in  the  youngest  dau^ 
ter,  now  recovered ;  and  for  the  other,  I  now  ordered  as  much 
as  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis  every  six  hoars.  Toge« 
Cher  with  this  treatment,  electricity  was  administered  with  some 
power ;  and  the  beneficial  consequences  of  this  plan  of  treat- 
ment were  very  shortly  seen  in  the  almost  total  cessation  of  the 
involuntary  motions*  All  the  disorder  that  now  remained  was 
an  extreme  degree  of  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  an  entire  ia- 
abilitj  to  stand  oa  her  legs  without  support.  The  foxglove  was 
now  discontinued ;  and,  having  premised  a  purgative,  we  be« 
gan  with  this  patient  bark  and  steel,  under  the  use  of  which  she 
gradually  recovered  the  powers  of  standing  and  walking. 

The  melancholy  task  now  remains  to  me  of  resuming  the 
other  case,  (that  of  the  eldest  daughter)  and  following  it  to  its 
fatal  termination.  With  her,  I  have  already  said,  foxglove  in 
smaller  doses  was  given,  joined  with  the  ammoniaret  of  copper 
and  myrrh ;  and  it  was  my  mtendon  of  giving  a  fair  comparative 
trial  to  Galvanism,  by  commencing  its  use  at  the  same  time  with 
electricity  in  the  other.  This  intention  was,  however,  frustrated  ; 
and  from  not  being  able  to  procure  the  Galvanic  apparatus  com- 
plete, as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  of  applying  it  properly,  the 
Galvanism  had  not  certainly  a  fair  trial.  Under  the  use  of  the 
above  medicines,  and  the  Galvanism,  in  the  way  it  was  employed, 
my  patient  evidently  got  worse  \  and  the  convulsive  motions,  de- 
fecuve  articulation,  and  generally  disordered  state,  became  much 
more  violent  and  distressing  than  in  any  instance  I  ever  before 
witnessed}  either  in  public  or  prints  practice.    We  now  had  re- 

com 
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course  to  very  large  doses  of  the  foxglovei  as  in  the  formercu^ 
but  it  produced  such  an  extreme  of  sickness  and  disorder,  as  i 
prevent  the  possibility  of  its  being  continued.  Opium  Hkevi^ 
always  appeared  to  derange  the  system  considerably,  altbocgli 
the  bowels  at  the  time  of  its  administration  were  loose,  from  ifai 
employment  of  purgatives ;  and  these  last,  it  should  have  b«a 
9aid,  were  given  with  more  or  less  freedom  apd  frequency  dariag 
the  whole' course  of  the  complaint. 

Nature,  in  this  poor  girl,  after  struggling  for  a  month  with  be 
disorder,  in  the  violent  degree  I  have  above  described,  at  leo^ 
yielded,  and  she  lost  her  severe  sufferings  in  the  arms  of  deitn. 


The  collation  and  comparison  of  the  above  cases,  leave,  I  co^ 
fess,  my  mind  in  embarrassing  uncertainty.  What  was  the  pn>n- 
mate  cause,  in  either  of  the  instances  detailed,  ol  the  comp.unt? 
What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the  last  ?  I  shouM 
have  been  less  surprised  had  the  disorder  of  the  youngest  girl, 
vhich  stands  first  in  the  narration,  ended  fatally,  both  because  ic 
vas  an  immediate  sequel  upon  fever,  and  because,  when  I  «is 
first  called  in,  there  were  symptoms  strongly  indicative  of  c^ 
uons  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  or,  at  least,  of  somemort 
mischief  in  the  head  than  merely  disordered  action.  Should  vf 
have  found,  upon  dissection,  serous  effusions  in  the  brain  of  Miss 
Jackson  ?  Whence  did  such  effusion  originate  ?  Strabismus  was 
certainly  in  the  last  stages  most  marked  and  evident ;  indeed, 
the  countenance  altogether  was  similar  to  that  which  is  shows 
in  the  concluding  scenes  of  hydrocephalus  intemus,  when  thac 
disease  terminates  in  death  ; — and  when  does  it  not?  But,  further, 
was  this  state  of  the  brain,  supposing  its  existence,  prima^  or 
secondary  i  There  was  certainly,  fritruifacie^  less  reason  to  sus- 
pect it  in  this,  than  in  the  instances  of  the  two  other  sisters,  whose 
complaints,  as  I  have  said,  both  began  by  signs  menacing  some 
serious  mischief  in  the  he^d.  Would  any  other  plan  of  cure  have 
been  likely  to  have  proved  a  cure  ?  Perhaps  to  some  of  that 
questions  on  this  interesting  case  I  may  be  favoured  with  an* 
swers.  It  cenainly  behoves  medical  men  to  turn  their  minds,  is 
the  present  day,  in  a  more  particular  degree  to  those  maladies,  of 
which  (of  some  of  them  at  le^st)  we  now  know  very  little  matt 
than  that  they  are  connected  in  some  manner  or  other  with  the 
nervous  system  more  especially.  I  am  disposed  to  suspect,  that 
those  among  us  who  almost  confine  their  attention  to  the  alimeo* 
tary  and  intestinal*  canal,  as  well  in  forming  their  rational  as 
their  medical  management  of  the  diseases  in  question,  sometiines 
exalt  mere  effects  into  causes.    It  is  my  intention  to  treat  mo^ 

at 


1812.  Dr  Uwins  on  Nervous  Affecttom^  t^c.  41 1 

nt  large,  in  a  separate  pamphlet,  the  anhject  of  idsceral  andintea* 
tinal,  as  connected  with  nervous  complaints;  but  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  suggest  here,  whether  deranged  secretions  and  visceral 
obstructions  may  not,  much  oftener  than  is  imagined,  be  mere  ef« 
fect8,or  simultaneous  expressions  of  maladies,  that  are  looked  upon 
as  dependent  upon,  rather  than  the  occasion  of  such  a  state  of  the 
abdominal  organs  ?  This  question,  were  it  merely  theoretical, 
'would  not  be  worth  much  ubut  it  is,  in  my  mind,  very  intimately 
associated  with  practical  inherences. 

It  was  my  intention,  in  the  present  paj>er,  to  have  transmitted 
a  curious  case  of  the  discharge  from  the  stomach  of  a  woman 
of  a  large  concretion  ;  but  I  have  trespassed  so  much  upon  the 
pages  of  the  Jounia),  and  my  own  time,  that  I  must  defer  this  re» 
lation  to  a  future  opportunity,  ^ 
Jiyleshury^  Bucks ^  June  11,  1812. 


On  the  Cure  of  Tetanus  hy  Opium  and  the  Warm  Bath.  By  Thov 
MAS  Christie,  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians^ 
London. 


H 


AviNG  lately  had  an  account  from  Ceylon,  of  a  case  of  Teta- 
nus from  wound,  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley,  sur- 
geon of  the  Royal  Artillery  at  Columbo,  by  means  of  large  do^lt 
of  opium,  and  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  I  have  been 
induced  to  refer  to  some  notes  of  my  own  on  this  subject  \  and  as 
the  practice  in  tetanus  seems  still  unsettled  amongst  English  sur« 
geons,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  their  publication,  in  your  wide- 
!y  circulating  Journal,  may  be  of  use,  by  recalling  the  attention  of 
practitioners  to  the  old,  and,  in  my  opinion,  efficient  remedies,  in 
this  formidable  disease,  of  opium  and  the  warm  bath,  in  prefe- 
rence to  trusting  to  purgatives  and  cold  affusion,  which  I  am  led 
by  experience  to  consider  as  more  doubtful  remedies,  though 
they  have  of  late  been  recommended  by  very  high  authority. 

The  subjoined  notes  were  written  in  Ceylon  in  1809,  soon 

after 


*  It  almost  etcapcd  me  to  ask,  V^hetker^  in  tke  opinion  ol  any  resders  or  cor- 
respondienu  of  tke  Journal,  tke  nitrate  of  silver  is  decomposed  by  tke  saliva  aad 
gaitric  juice,  or  wketkcr  it  acts  upon  tke  system  as  nitrate  of  silver  \ 
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after  an  unosual  number  of  ca6e8  of  tetanus  had  fallen  under  nf 
jnspiection,  and  have  a  reference  to  the  chapter  on  that  disease 
in  my  iriend  Dr  M^Grigor's  able  work,  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Indian  Army  in  £gypt»  which  I  was  then  perusing,  and  in  which 
the  use  of  mercuryi  and  baths  composed  of  warm  broth,  are  re- 
commended. 

CMUnhatfif  ISth  June  1809. 

Notes  on  Tetanufy  wrhten  at  Colt^nbo  in  January  1809. 

I  have  never  seen  the  broth  or  slush  bath  used  in  tetanus^  bsi 
have  employed  very  freely  the  warm  bath,  cold  affusionj  met- 
cury,  and  opium. 

In  the  prognosis  of  this  disease,  an  important  distinction  b  to 
be  drawn  between  symptomatic  and  idiopathic  tetanus  ;  I  mean 
with  or  without  an  wound.  In  the  latter,  which  in  India  is  sap- 
posed  to  be  sometimes  occasioned  by  exposure  to  the  Iand«wiad 
in  the  night,  I  think  I  have  saved  half  my  patients  by  the  wann 
bath,  mercury,  and  opium :  but  in  symptomatic  tetanus  iioai 
wounds,  although  I  have  most  assiduously  employed  the  same 
remedies,  and  also  cold  affusion,  I  have  never  known  of  a  reco- 
very in  this  island,  except  in  one  case,  in  which  the  warm  bath 
was  frequently  used,  and  very  large  quantities  of  laudanum  gi- 
v^en,  to  which  last  remedy  the  patient  I  think  evidently  owed 
his  life.  The  case,  which  was  immediately  under  the  durge  of 
Mr  Leath  *,  assistant-surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  19th  regiment,  is 
very  ably  and  accurately  deuiled  in  the  journals  of  the  regimen- 
tal hospital  of  that  corps  \  but  as  it  is  necessarily  drawn  out 
to  considerable  length  by  daily  reports,  the  following  outline  of 
the  case  may  be  sufficirat. 

Manus  M*Gowan,  (private  in  the  19th  regiment  of  foot),  a 
stout  plethoric  man,  aged  22,  of  a  fair  complexion,  was  received 
into  hospital  at  (Dolumbo  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  May  iSOS, 
with  a  wound  from  a  musket-shot  through  the  elbow  joint,  which 
he  had  inflicted  on  himself  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  and  jealousy. 
The  bones  appeared  to  be  shattered,  and  the  wound  was  such  as 
would  have  justified  immediate  amputation;  but  the  patient  having 
a  convulsive  affection  of  the  lower  jaw  and  back,  it  was  feared  he 

might 


*  Mr  Leath,  who  is  now  surgeon  of  his  Majttty's  4th  Ceylon  regiment,  rd 
lately  arrived  in  England  on  furlough,  also  saw  the  cue  ot  the  artiHery-iiaa 
treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley>  and  referred  to  above^  which  he  repit- 
tents  as  ahnost  the  counter- jNut  of  M^Goyiran's  case,  as  to  nrmptoina,  doa* 
tion,  and  treatineot,  with  this  difference^  that  the  wound  in  the  UtSkifV&X 
~'as  only  a  slight  oomiiitd  wottod  ott  ths  fof^hsad  aoid  nose. 
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nighft  have  HeA  duriifg  the  operation,  whrch  was  therefore  de« 
Ferredy  and  an  6piate  given, 

l<7ext  mbmtng  he  was  so  perfectly  free  from  spasm,  pain,  or 
Fever,  that  it  was  hoped  the  arm  might  have  been  saved,  and  his 
viround  went  on  well  till  the  evening  of  the  15th  June,  when  he 
vv-TLS  seized  with  symptoms  of  tetanus,  in  consequence  of  whidi 
laudanum  was  given  with  some  relief,  and  amputation  proposed^ 
'which  he  declined. 

On  the  mombig  of  the  14th,  when  I  first  saw  him  after  the 
accession  of  the  tetanic  symptoms,  the  stifiiess  of  the  jaw  increase 
ing,  f  uH  doses  of  laudanum  were  ordered,  and  at  9  A.  M«  fourteen 
ounces  of  Mood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  but  without  much  re- 
lief. At  11  A.  M.  the  symptoms  increasing,  and  the  wounded 
arm  occasioning  very  great  paih,  it  was  removed  at  his  own  re- 
quest; immediatelv  after  which,  his  pulse  sunk  from  140  to  120»  ^ 
and  he  expressed  nimself  as  having  derived  great  ease  in  consc*  ' 
quence  of  the  operation. 

The  tetanic  symptoms  however  continued  unabated,  or  rather 
they  increased,  as,  besides  stifFnes  of  the  jaw,  and  starting,  at* 
tended  with  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  he  complained  of  pain  to- 
-wards  the  ribs  and  epigastrium,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  re- 
tention of  stools  and  unne.  Laudanum  was  now  given  very  free- 
ly, widi  nitrous  xther,  and  the  warm  bath  employed,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.     These  having  abated  a  littte 
on  the  17th  and  19th  of  June,  the  doses  of  laudanum  were  given^ 
at  greater  intervals ;  but  an  increase  of  the  symptoms  following, 
the  laudanum  was  gra^jually  increased  from  the  19th  till  the  25th» 
when  the  dose  was  2^  drachms  every  two  hours,  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  nitrous  xther.    On  the  Sd  of  July,  this  dose  was  still 
furdier  increased  to  24.  drachms,  making  3  ounces  6  drachms  of 
each  daily,  which  was  continued  with  little  variation  till  the 
14th  of  July,  with  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  at  104  or 
106  of  Fahrenheit,  which  last  always  seemed  to  give  relief. 

After  the  14?th  of  July,  the  dose  of  the  opiate  was  gradually 
diminished,  and  at  the  end  of  that  month  he  was  convalescent, 
and  only  took  an  anodyne  at  night.  Early  in  September,  his  stump 
being  healed,  he  was  discharged  cured,  and  remains  well. 

The  laudanum  in  the  first  instance  occasioned  great  stupor 
and  drowsiness }  but  this  effect  after  a  time  wore  off,  although 
the  dose  was  afterwards  greatly  increased. 

Mercury  was  also  given,  and  gently  affected  the  mouthy  but 
appeared  to  have  little  or  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  rigidity 
cf  dw  muscles,  Which  was  always  somewhat  lessened  by  the 
iraimbathi  ia  which  he  was  gencraHy  kept  for  about  half  an 

boor^ 
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hour,  when  he  complained  of  faintnessi  with  profuse  perspira- 
tion. 

Purgatives  and  injections  were  also  given  to  procure  stool^ 
and  diminish  irritation  ;  but  the  tetanic  symptoms  were  evidesdy 
kept  under,  and  finally  removed,  chiefly  by  the  influence  of  the 
opium,  as  the  symptoms  were  more  than  once  increased  <e: 
a  small  diminution  of  the  dose»  or  in  consequence  of  it  beia^ 
given  at  longer  intervals. 

The  quantity  of  laudanum  gtven  in  the  course  of  42  days, 
from  the  13th  June  to  the  24th  July,  was  49  ounces  6|>  drachms, 
which  was  of  the  best  quality,  from  the  Army  Eiab^jratory,  25 
drops  of  it  answering  as  an  andoyne  in  ordinary  cases.  A  smaS 
quantity  of  opium  was  also  occasionally  rubbed  in  with  merctt' 
rial  ointment  and  camphor. 

The  nature  of  the  original  wound  was,  in  this  case,  such  » 
imperiously  to  call  for  amputation,  independent  of  the  tetanic  af- 
fection, the  bones  of  the  joint  being  much  shattered,  and  the  re- 
moval of  such  a  source  of  irritation  evidently  lowered  the  pulse; 
but  I  have  my  doubts  whether  this  case,  though  successful,  ought 
to  induce  us  to  adopt  amputation  as  a  remedy  in  tetanus,  where 
the  original  wound  is  of  a  slighter  nature  than  that  consequent  on 
amputation. 

A  few  weeks  previously  to  the  occurrence  of  this  case,  we  hid 
three  others  of  tetanus  in  the  hospital  at  Columbo,  from  amongst 
the  men  wounded  in  the  action  between  the  St  Fiorenzo  and 
Piedmontese  frigates. 

The  first  was  from  a  dreadful  wound  in  the  shoulder-joint, 
which  must  of  itself  have  proved  fatal,  and  little  could  be  done. 

The  second  arose  from  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot,  and  was 
rapid  in  its  progress,  terminating  fatally  in  three  days,  although 
the  mouth  was  affected  with  mercury,  cold  aflriision  used,  and 
opium  given  to  the  extent  of  48  grains  daily. 

In  the  third,  which  occurred  in  an  English  sailor,  named 
Wakefield,  who  had  his  arm  amputated,  and  also  a  fracture  in 
the  OS  humeri,  the  patient  lived  about  ten  days  after  the  acces- 
sion of  the  tetanic  symptoms,  and  at  one  time  the  disease  seemed 
mitigated,  and  arrested  m  its  progress,  although,  in  the  end,  the 
case  terminated  fatally. 

The  remedies  employed  were,  first,  mercury,  which  soon  af- 
fected the  mouth,  but  seemed  to  produce  little  effect  on  the 
symptoms ;  secondly,  opium  given  in  large  doses,  both  in  a  solid 
and  liquid  form,  and  also  rubbed  in  upon  the  throat  and  jaws, 
which  produced  stupor,  drowsiness,  and  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  the  symptoms ;  thirdly,  cold  affusion  |  and^  latterly,  the 
warm  bath. 

He 
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The  effect  of  cold  affusion  in  these  cases,  was  to  produce  a 
considerable  shock,  succeeded  by  perspiration,  and  some  degree 
of  relaxation  of  the  jaw  and  other  muscles  affected  with  rigidity  ; 
but  this  relief  lasted  for  a  few  minutes  only,  and,  on  the  whole,  I 
think  the  warm  bath  had  a  more  permanent  effect  in  alleviating 
the  symptoms. 

Wakefield,  after  a  time,  refused  to  subr^^it  to  cold  affasion,  or 
take  his  pills  of  opium,  when  laudanum  was  substituted,  and  wai 
at  one  time  given  to  the  extent  of  J  2  drachms  daily,  besides  fric- 
tiona  of  opium  with  mercurial  ointment.  The  night  before  hit 
death  he  was  unusually  easy  \  but  at  1  i  A.  M.  pf  the  SOth  Maicfa, 
he  was  seized  with  faintness,  hiccup,  and  loss  of  speech,  attended 
with  an  entire  relaxation  of  the  jaw,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards 
expired.  Injections  and  purgatives  were  given  when  indicated 
throughout  the  course  of  the  disease,  which  was  attended  with 
an  irregular  state  of  the  bowels;  and  wine,  soups,  and  sago,  were 
liberally  given,  with  a  view  to  support  his  strength, 

I  have«  had  occasion  to  treat  a  case  of  tetanus  consequent  on 
parturition,  which  the  native  practitioners  of  Ceylon  inform  me 
is  t)Ot  an  unfrequent  occurrence  here  ;  and  although  I  do  notie* 
collect  to  have  read,  or  before  heard  of  the  occurrence  o£  teta» 
nus,  during,  or  after  labour,  it  does  not  seem  extraordinary  thai 
this  disease,  which  is  frequently  produced  by  a  very  trifling 
wound,  particularly  in  tropical  climates,  should  take  place  after 
parturition,  which  often  occasions  great  injury  to  the  parts  con* 
cerned. 

The  patient  I  saw  was  a  healthv  young  .woman  of  the  Portu- 
guese cast,  who,  two  days  after  delivery  of  her  first  child,  was 
seized  with  rigidity  of  the  jaw,  and  other  symptoms  of  tetanus. 
The  native  doctors  and  midwives  immediately  pronounced  her 
incurable,  and  their  predictions  were  fulfilled;  although,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  directions,  mercury,  opium,  and  the  warm  bath, 
were  freely  employed,  with  temporary,  but  fallacious  relitf. 

The  numbers  of  fatal  cases  of  tetanus  from  wounds,  which  I 
have  seen,  or  have  been  officially  reported  to  me  as  superiiiten- 
dent  of  hospitals  in  Ceylon,  may,  I  think,  amount  to  twelve;  and 
I  recollect  having  treated  four  cases  of  tetanus  without  any 
wound,  two  of  which  did  well. 

The  occurrence  of  locked-jaw  in  horses,  after  the  operation  of 
docking  the  tail,  is  frequent  in  Ceylon  ;  and  after  the  disease  was 
once  formed  from  this  cause,  I  have  never  known  an  instance  of. 
recovery,  although  I  have  seen  purgativesi  opium^  and  the  coU 
bath|  very  freely  employed. 
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Dr  Adams's  Answer  to  Mr  Edmonstone,  respecting  the  Venereal 
Disease  at  Otaheite. 

EVERT  ioqutfer  after  trath  must  be  pleased  wlien  he  meets 
with  objections  to  his  opinions  candidly  suted,  and  to  leave 
them  unanswefed  may  argue  disresp^t  to  his  antagonist.  la 
noticing,  howevert  Mr  Edmonstone's  remarks,  which  make  the 
first  article  of  your  last  Number,  you  must  allow  me  to  begin 
with  expressing  a  wish  that  one  quotation  from  me  had  been 
given  moce  at  lai^e^  and  one  expression  of  his  own  had  been 
omitted. 

Mr  Edmonstone's  words  are : 

<<  To  this  conclusion  (of  Mr  Wilson's)  Dr  Adams  not  only 
fjuily  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own, 
and  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
lumself  to  reason  ^  on  data  so  ill  established  as  the  South  Sea  dis^ 
OLseP 

I  do  nc^  recollect  any  reasonings  of  my  own  founded  on  Mr 
Wilson's  conclusions,  unless  a  few  reflections  on  the  im|»oved 
accuracy  introduced  by  Mr  Hunter,  and  on  the  importance  of 
minute  description,  can  be  called  such.  Still  less  was  it  my  in- 
tention to  accuse  Mr  Hunter  of  reasoning  on  insufficient  data, 
when  I  expressed  a  wish  that  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  an 
unnecessary  inference  from  an  ill-ascertained  fact.  The  diflfer- 
ence  is  no  otherwise  important  than  lest  it  should  lead  the  reader 
to  suppose  that  the  truth  of  any  of  Mr  Hunter's  doctrines  de* 
pends  on  an  ill*ascortained  datum  *. 

The.  expression  of  Mr  Edmonstone's,  which  Icould  wisb  had 
been  omitted,  and  which  I  am  sure  he  will  be  ready  to  correct, 
is.asfoUows:  '<  The  opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and 
so  fertinaciousfy  insisted  on  by  Dr  Adams/'  Now,  as  Mr  Ed- 
monstone.is  the  first  person  who  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  defending  Mr  Wilson,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  charge 
oi  pertiesadtg  is  at  least  premature. 

In 


-  •  The  wordsare,  «  When  Mr  Hunter  has  so  many  ptocfi  that  ihetwo 

firms  of  the  disease  might  be  excited  by  the  same  matter,  we  cannot  but  h^ 

ment  he  should  have  attempted  an  inference  irom  dau  so  ill-estaUidied  as  the 

ftwth  Sea  disease."— Mr  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Disease  Dr  Adamt't  edi« 

^1  Svo,  p.  57. 
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In  all  other  respects,  Mr  Edmonstone's  temarks  are  unexcep* 
tionabl^  candid.  The  principal  question  seemsy  Whether  Mr 
Wilson  was  hasty  in  deciding^  because  he  could  not  discover  the 
true  character  of  lues  venerea  during  his  stay  at  Otaheite^  that 
therefore  it  did  not  then,  nor  ever  had  existed  on  the  island  ? 
On  this  subject,  as  Mr  Wilson  is  probably  engaged  in  the  ser* 
vice  of  his  country,  I  shall  oAcr  a  few  words  in  our  joint  de» 
fence. 

iF'irst,  It  will  be  admittedy  that  the  missionaries,  then,  and  fdr 
some  time  resident  in  Oraheice,  not  only  asserted  the  prevalence 
of  the  disease  among  the  natives,  but  showed  Mr  Wilson  their 
cases.  These,  after  a  careful  exatninatibn,  ht  was  convinced 
Were  not  venereal.  He  examined  also  a  number  of  others^ 
which  the  islanders  asserted  were  derived  from  the  same  source^ 
and  his  conviction  was  strengthened.  He  next  enters  into  an 
account  of  the  diseases  which  he  saw,  endeavours  to  trace  their 
probable  sources,  and  also  of  the  decreased  population  of  the 
island  ;  in  all  which  he  appears  to  me  to  write  with  equal  judg* 
ment,  perspicuity,  and  candoun 

Mr  Edmonstone  next  expresses  the  danger  to  which  medical 
evidence  would  be  exposed,  were  ive  to  admit  of  Mr  Wilson's 
conclusion.  But  if  medical  evidence  were  admftted  with  great* 
cr  caution,  would  it  not  lead  to  a  greater  accuracy  in  the  de- 
scription of  diseases  ? 

«  Wetc  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a  dis-* 
tant  country,"  adds  Mr  Edmonstone,  «<  to  relate  that  he  had 
Seen  many  labouring  under  small-pox,  measles^  hooping-cough^ 
or  other  well  kmwn  diseases,  no  person,  I  apprehend^  would  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  relation,  merely  because  he 
had  failed  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  dis* 
eases.**  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  were  ihc  subject  of 
either  of  these  diseases  a  matter  of  controversy,  it  is  probable 
that  the  distinguishing  characteristics  would  be  required.  Have 
we  not  heard  much  disagreement  among  well-informed  pi:9Cti- 
cioners,  concerning  some  cases  of  smalUpox  which  have  appear- 
ed after  vaccination  ?  Is  there  not  reason  to  believe,  that 
measles  are  often  confounded  with  scarlatina  ?  And  if  a  dispute 
should  ever  arise  concerning  the  introduction  of  hooping-cough 
into  any  new  society,  would  it  not  first  be  required,  that  all  the 
diagnostic  symptoms  which  distinguish  hooping  from  other  vio^ 
lent  coughs,  should  be  ascertained  ? 

«<  Still  less,"  adds  Mr  Edmonstone,  «  is  there  cause  for 
scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim  to  our  confidence  axe 
known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and  veracity,  selected  for 
the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the  medical  department  of 
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the  different  voyages.**  I  conceive  Mr  Wilson  xirouM  be  tcti 
unwilling  to  question  the  skill  or  veracity  of  those  gentlerre* 
But  may  we  not  ask,  were  the  phenomena  and  laws  of  the  v^ 
nereal  disease  as  well  established  in  their  days  as  when  Mr  Wil- 
son visited  the  island  ?  Mr  Hunter,  who  first  taught  us  thk 
accurate  discrimination,  published  his  treatise  sevenJ  years  ^• 
ter  the  world  was  deprived  c^  Captain  Cook.  His  fellow-m- 
agers,  thereforei  might  not  be  aware  of  the  various  appearaccfs 
which,  before'  Mr  Hunter,  were  confounded  with  this  prtttuj'.rr. 
disease,  as  it  was  too  often  called,  even  by  some  respectal^i 
writers. 

Though  Mr  Hunter's  work  has  been  translated  into  Frecc. 
yet  it  is  probable  that  the  obscurity  of  his  language,  even  inB 
own  tongue,  is  much  increased  in  the  translation.  To  this  vt 
may  impute  the  very  defective  manner  in  which  the  medical  ^ 
pie  on  the  continent  still  write  of  venereal  maladies,  lliey  bsT: 
however  the  merit  of  describing  what  they  see,  and  by  tIli5d^ 
scription  it  is  impossible  not  to  suspect  tnat  the  diseases  men- 
tioned by  Dr  Rollin,  M.  de  la  Peyrouse's  surgeon,  are  ooti^ 
heieal.  In  one  place  we  meet  with  <<  buboes  which,  suppcitt* 
ing,  leave  cicatrices  *.*'  That  these  buboes  should  cicatrix: 
without  the  use  of  the  only  remedy  with  which  we  can  cure  «• 
nereal  symptoms  in  England,  leaves  a  fair  presumption  that  s^c^ 
tumours  or  abscesses  were  considered  venereal,  merely  bccac^ 
they  occurred  in  suspicious  parts.  The  other  symptoms  are  ^ 
uncertain,  that  they  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  satisfactory 
to  a  well-educated  English  surgeon  of  the  present  day. 

Mr  Edmonstone  afterwards  remarks,  that  Mr  Wilson  ^i^ 
have  cause  to  consider  himself  as  disrespectfully  treated,  if  ^ 
writer  should  doubt  the  existence  of  fever,  dysentery,  iheiuc:- 
tism,  phthisis,  or  elephantiasis,  all  which  that  gendeman  ba? 
spoken  of  as  existing  in  the  island,  without  describing  an;  c<( 
their  symptoms.  In  answer  to  this  it  maybe  urged,  tfaattk 
symptoms  of  the  four  first  mentioned  diseases  are  too  well  wA- 
ed  to  require  any  enumeration  for  general  purposes.  Shoc^ 
Mr  Wilson  be  called  upon  to  explain  himself  relative  to  ele- 
phantiasis, we  cannot  doubt  that  he  would  readily  do  so,  as  is 
as  his  notes  and  memory  would  enable  him.  In  this  mann^ 
your  correspondent,  Mr  Christie,  medical  superintendeot-g^^ 
ral  of  Ceylon,  has  diought  it  right  to  explain  himself  on  el^ 
phantiasis,  by  referring  to  another  author^  when  be  srisbed  ^ 
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establish  a  point  which  he  conceived  might  be  important  to  his 
readers  *. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  undervaluing  Mr  Edmon- 
stone's  remarks  by  any  thing  I  have  said.  They  appear  to  me 
very  reasonable,  and  particularly  useful,  as  they  enforce  the 
necessity  of  accurate  discrimination. 

London^  Aug.  13,  1812. 
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Letter  to  AsTlEir  Cooper,  Esq.  on  the  Curi  of  Curved  Spine. 
By  B.  G.  Burroughs,  Esq,  Surgeon,  Clifton. 

'T'HERE  is  a  practice  lately  introduced  in  scrofulous  affections 
-*-      of  the  joints,  more  particularly  of  the  spine,  recommend- 
ed by  some  surgeons,  which  is  so  widely  different  from  the  one 
recommended  in  your  public  lectures,  that  it  would  be  serving 
the  public  very  much  to  liave  the  propriety  of  this  practice  as- 
certained ;  and  I  think,  Sir,  you  will  feel  little  hesitation  in  giv- 
ing your  opinion  on  it,  when  I  assure  you  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity are  very  much  concerned  in  it.     I  have  heard  of  patients 
so  little  out  of  health  when  they  have  been  put  on  this  treat- 
ment, that  it  has  almost  escaped  the  observation  of  their  friends, 
and  have  afterwards  heard  almost  uniformly  of  their  gradually 
declining  state.     The  disease,  and  the  practice  to  which  I  al- 
lude, and   to  which   I  beg   to  call  your  attention,  are  briefly 
these :  In  scrofulous  affections  of  the  spine,  be  the  degree  of 
disease  there  what  it  may,  whether  curvature  merely  from  debi- 
lity of  the  system,  or  from  more  serious  injury  to  the  vertebrae, 
still,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  same  practice  is  pursued  \  name« 
ly,  the  patients  are  confined  entirely  to' a  horizontal  posture  on 
a  mattress,  placed  on  a  machine  contrived  for  the  purpose,  which 
they  are  never  to  quit,  even  for  their  meals,  for  perhaps^   a 
twelvemonth,  and  sometimes  eighteen  months  or  more,  or  as 
long  as  it  is  supposed  that  the  disease  will  require  such  a  posi- 
tion.    The  theory  given  for  this  treatment  I  have  understood  is^ 
that  as  diseases  of  the  spine  are  generally  supposed  to  arise  frbn^ 

weakness^ 
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« 
veaknesSy  that  a  plan  which  will  take  off  the  pressure  of  tk 
superincumbent  parts  until  they  become  stronger,  will  cure  tk 
present^  and  prevent  any  future  deformity  j  but  this   mode  c: 
proceeding,  as  far  as  it  has  come  within  my  cognizance,  has 
been  attended  with  great  misery  to  the  patient,  and  proved  rery 
unsuccessful.    Indeed  I  think  it  may  also  be  shewn,  from  the  fair 
exercise  of  the  judgment,  that  a  system  which  goes  to  the  coid- 
plete  exclusion  of  air  and  exercise  to  a  young  subject  for  a  dis- 
ease of  debility,  cannot  be  right ;  and  I  am  very  much  induced  to 
believe  that  it  may  be  shewn  to  be  improper  in  both  the  kinds 
of  distortion  for  which  it  is  employed,  namely,  in  the  one  am* 
ing  from  weakness  only,  and  ip  the  other  proceeding  bxm 
destruction  of  the  bones.     With  the  spinal  affection   prodac- 
ing  curvature,  arising  from  weakness,  and  unattended  writh  dis> 
organization,  do  not  the  phenomena  of  Radutis  bear  a  great  3i> 
alogy,  having  its  origin  generally  in  a  certain  condition  of  tk 
alimentary  canal  and  mesenteric  glands,  and  now-a-days  cotm- 
dered  as  a  true  scrofulous  disease  ?    Now,  what  is  the  treatmect 
here  ?  Is  it  not  truly  the  reverse  of  the  one  mentioned  above  ?  aod 
perhaps  for  the  same  disease.    The  little  patient  in  rachitts, 
after  due  attention  to  the  alimentary  canal  and  mesenteric  glands, 
is  not  condemned  to  the  house,  to  lie  on  its  back  for  months, 
and  forbid  to  use  its  limbs,  but  recommended  dry  air,  exercise, 
and  nourishment,  and  the  more  the  child  is  allowed  to  run  abooc 
wild,  to  use  the  language  in  one  of  your  lectures,  the  better. 
The  success  of  this  treatment  is  well  knowo,  not  to  the  fa- 
culty only,  but  to  the  mother  of  every  large  family  ;  nor  can  I 
conceive  how  any  disease,  said  to  arise  from  debility,  is  to  be 
cured  by  any  other  plan,  or  how  muscles  are  to  become  red  aad 
strong  without  exercise.    Let  us  next  see  how  far  the  recam- 
bent  posture  and  no  exercise  will  succeed,  where  some  portion 
of  the  vertebrx  has  become  destroyed  by  absorption.    Tou  re- 
mark in  one  of  your  lectures,  "  should  a  patient  recover  in  this 
state  of  disease^  an  anchylosis  of  the  spine  is  the  consequence  ;* 
and  you  further  remark,  that  perhaps  the  favourable  terminadoR 
of  the  complaint,  in  this  manner,  is  more  fairly  attributed  to  the 
operations  of  nature,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  issues,  caustics,  &c. 
so  much  recommended  in  this  state  of  disease.    But  what  ait 
more  immediately  to  my  purpose,  are  your  observations  on  die 
impropriety  of  the  use  of  machines  in  the  above  diseases ;  and 
in  confirmation  of  your  opinion  here,  you  give  two  diagrams, 
illustrative  of  two  circumstances,  the  one  a  curvature  of  dv 
spine  cured  by  anchylosis,  the  other,  the  condition  of  the  spine 
where  such  an  effect  has  been  prevented  by  the  use  of  instni* 

sents. 
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ments.    The  following  is  an  humble  imitation  of  the  diagrams 
submitted  to  your  pupils  in  your  public  lectures : 


Cure  of  the  spine  by  aachylotit*  The  cure  of  tlie  spine  interrupted  by 

wearing  inttnimentSy  and  the  union 
of  bones  prevented. 

As,  therefore^  our  only  hope  of  cure  in  this  description  of  dis* 
ease  depends  on  an  anchylosis  of  the  vertebra,  in  which  case  tht 
curve  will  be  outward,  as  shewn  abovei  and  whicb^  as  you  statey 
will  be  prevented  when  instruments  are  used  by  pressing  on  the 
curve,  and  forcing  the,  otherwise,  uniting  points  of  the  vertebne 
from  each  other.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  system 
of  the  recumbent  posture,  as  before  stated,  may  not  be  improper 
in  this  kind  of  disease  also,  as  well  as  in  the  former  ?  for  it  ap» 
pears  very  likely  to  me,  by  keeping  the  back  constantly  extendedy 
both  to  prevent  what  you  have  called  here  the  necessary  curva* 
tiire,  and  the  union  of  the  bones,  without  which,  agreeably  to 
your  ideas,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  saving  the  patient. 

Tour  opinion  of  the  practice  which  I  have  here  submitted  to 
your  consideration,  is  solicited  with  more  than  usual  earnest- 
ness ;  for  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see  a  poor  young  creature 
stretched  constantly^  for  many  months  together,  without  ever 
being  suffered  to  rise,  and  that  too  at  a  period  of  life  when  a 
constant  sute  of  inaction  must  prove  to  be  the  greatest  affliction  \ 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  these  diseases  do  really  require  such 
ueatment,  then,  of  course,  the  unfortunate  victims  to  them 
must  submit.  But  as  I  have  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the 
treatment  under  many  circumstances  of  the  diseases  for  which  it 
is  at  present  used,  and  more  particularly  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  is  carried  under  any  form  of  thepe  complaints,  though  in  some 
one  of  them,  perhaps,  under,  certain  limitations,  it  might  be 
more  advantageous,  I  thought  I  could  not  satisfy  my  own 
feelings,  nor  serve  the  community  and  profession  more  essen- 
tially, dian  bv  eliciting  your  opinion  upon  a  practice  so  im* 
penality  wbka  is  daily  carried  into  cxecutioDj  and  iS|  therefore, 

either 


422  Dr  Ramsay  on  the  Telhw-Fever  of  New  Tork.  Oct. 

cither  doing  ijauch  good,  or  proving  to  be  one  of  those  unfortu- 
nate experiments  in  medical  science  which  numbers  will  have 
cause  to  deplore. 

Mail^  Clifton,  July  1,  1812. 
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Observations  on  the  YelkwFever  of  New  Tork  in  1803.  By  Alex- 
ander Ramsat,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery, 
Edinburgh. 

TIThen  I  visited  New  York  in  1803, 1  found  physicians  unde- 
cided respecting  the  nature  of  yellow-fever  in  every  re- 
spect, as  well  as  the  seat  of  black  vomit  \  and  the  opinions  of  Dr 
Bancroft,  on  the  authority  of  the  ingenious  Dr  Physic  of  Philadel- 
phia, noticed  in  your  Journal  of  Jul v  last,  page  326  and  S27,  seem 
«o  diflFerent  from  those  cases  whicn  came  under  my  inspection 
in  1B03,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  readers  the 
appearances  of  that  year. 

The  malady  seemed  to  be  viewed  as  of  a  highly  malign  type ; 
as  it  was  reckoned  (from  the  best  information  I  could  come  at), 
that  half  of  the  population  fled  from  the  city.  Broad- Way  seem- 
ed for  some  time  the  only  street  entirely  open  }  many  were  par- 
tially, or  much  de&erted,  and  places  of  worship  were  shut  up. 
The  symptoms  were  such  as  authors  have  so  often  correctly  stat- 
ed, that  I  need  not  enumerate  them.  Perhaps  some  European 
readers  may  not  have  heard  of  those  (vulgarly  named  walking- 
cases)  :  The  person  appears  yellow,  is  listless,  often  seemingly  in 
a  state  of  fatuity;  sometimes  you  cannot  attract  his  attention  by 
addressing  yourself  to  him  ;  he  walks  about,  without  design, 
from  place  to  place,  and,  in  a  moment,  occasionally  drops  lifeless 
to  the  ground,  without  any  previous  symptom  to  warn  attend- 
ants. I  continued  for  some  time  in  the  hospital  of  Bellevue,  that 
I  might  notice  the  symptoms,  treatment,  and  appearances  after 
death.  I  selected  cases  of  those  who  fell  in  the  black  vomit  aiid 
Stool,  as  well  as  the  bloody  vomit  and  stool.  They  were  as  follow : 

This  year,  in  the  first  stage,  the  liver  seemed  always  the  highly 
diseased  organ  $  the  state  of  the  stomach  partook  of  the  morbid 
type,  which  in  general  characterizes  this  vispus,  not  only  in  fever 
of  a  common  kind,  (where  black  vomit  is  not  expected),  but 
many  other  maladies.  The  inflammation  was,  in  some  cases,  much 
less  than  could  be  expected,  and  only  such  as  might  be  looked 
for^  where  so  much  irritation  was  excited  by  the  regurgiution  of 

the 
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:he  black  matter  from  the  duodenum.  The  same  matter  as  fiUed 
lie  biliary  ducts  in  the  substance  of  the  liver,  was  likewise  traced 
n  the  gall-bladder,  stomach,  duodenum,  and  intestinal  tube* 
The  continual  flow  of  this  black  matter  through  the  intestinal 
:anal|  seemed  to  occasion  great  inflammation  in  the  viscera,  with 
>ften  abrasions  of  the  inner  coat.  I  am  induced  to  overlook  the  . 
spasmodic  contractions  of  the  intestines,  as  they  often  are  affect 
:ions  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  more  than  other  diseases. 
[  find,  from  several  observations,  that  what  may  be  viewed  as  se» 
rious  cases  of  intus-susceptio,  are  often  effects  arising  in  an* 
^iculo  mortis^  in  all  maladies. 

When  black  vomit  and  stool  failed  to  yield  to  remedies,  the 
presages  of  bloody  vomit  and  stool  occasionally  made  their  ap« 
pearance,  viz.  haemorrhage  of  the  gums,  eye-lids,  and  nostril ;  thid 
was  succeeded  by  the  bl(X)dy  vomit  and  stool.  This  stage  partly 
accords  with  Dr  Physic's  observations,  being  entirely  a  rupture 
of  the  gastric  and  mesenteric  arteries,  attended  with  abrasions  of 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  in  particular.  This,  however^ 
seemed  very  different  from  the  matter  of  black  vomit.  So  far  as 
my  observations  went,  the  bloody  stage  was  always  preceded  by 
the  black  stage  ^  this,  however,  might  be  assumed  in  the  cases 
mentioned  by  Dr  Physic,  without  the  intervention  of  this  black 
stage,  as  was  the  case  in  the  typhus  of  the  interior,  which  I  shall 
lay  before  your  readers  on  some  future  occasion.  In  one  of  the 
worst  cases,  the  stomach  was  contracted  to  the  diameter  com- 
monly assumed  by  the  transverse  colon,  which  some,  a  priori^ 
would  not  expect  in  a  state  of  system  so  completely  exhausted  | 
but  we  ought  to  recollect,  that  the  most  violent  actions,  as  con* 
Tulsions,  (unfortunately  ascribed  to  morbid  strength),  are  con- 
nected with  the  highest  states  of  debility,  as  we  see  in  the  mo- 
ments of  death. 

Vapour-bath  was  our  most  effectual  means  of  allaying  the  coiw 
tinual  and  teazing  irritation  of  the  stomach.  As  water,  as  an  ex« 
ternal  application,  in  a  warm  and  cold  state*  in  this  and  other  ma« 
ladies,  seems  of  the  highest  importance,  I  shall  take  a  future  op- 
portunity of  offering  a  few  thoughts  on  these  topics. 

The  diseased  *sute  of  the  lymphatics  (which  seems  always  conm 
nected  with  debility),  which  I  discovered  and  described  when 
a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Cruickshanks  of  London,  was  detec- 
ted in  several  of  those  subjects  who  died  of  yellow«fever.  This 
consists  in  the  lymphatics  losing  their  transparency  and  elas- 
'ticitj,  and  assuming  an  opake  and  inelastic  state.  In  propor- 
tion as  this  opacity  increases,  so  does  their  dilatation  and  thick- 
ening of  the  coats  |  the  utility  of  the  valves  ceases;  congestion 
takes  phoe..  When  such  vessels  suffer  compression,  or  when  they 
cease  at  any  tim^to  be  filled  with  their  contents^  the  highly  ac- 
tive 
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tive  state  of  the  vasa  propria  occasions  accretion  of  the  inner 
coat,  and  xibliteration  of  the  cavity^  by  which  the  regular  progress 
of  the  lymph  is  prevented.  This  affection  of  the  lymphatics 
seems  most  frequent  in  the  lungs,  and  not  unfrequently  in  the 
iliac  plexus.  It  seems  induced  by  any  and  ail  debilitating  causes, 
especially  indiscreet  mercurial  applications  \  and  I  attribute  those 
I  met  with  in  America  to  this  cause,  as  mercury  is  the  incessant 
resort  of  practitioners  in  the  interior  of  that  country.  I  believe 
much  harm  is  occasioned  to  the  general  constitution  by  the  in- 
discriminate use  of  this  medicine,  ih  the  northern  states  in  par- 
ticular ;  and  I  was  pleased  (and  indeed  honoured)  to  find,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  highly  respectable  Dr  Saunders  of  London, 
corresponded  with  the  notions  I  had  given  (in  the  Colleges  of 
New  York,  &c.)  in  his  late  judicious  remarks  on  this  very  sub* 
ject.  This  affection  of  the  lymphatic  system,  (since  I  have 
divulged  it  to  practitioners)  seems  very  prevalent  in  all  parts  of 
the  human  body.  One  of  the  first  practitioners  in  midwifery  in 
liondon,  informed  me,  that  for  many  years  he  had  discovered 
the  appearan(ces  mentioned  in  diseased  mammae,  but  till  then 
was  at  a  loss  to  what  cause  to  ascribe  it.  In  indolent  tumours, 
this  seems  to  have  been  traced  as  the  foundation  of  the  evil  *. 

The  notion  of  the  endemic  quality  of  yellow*  fever,  seems  to 
rest  on  perhaps  negative  grounds.  There  was  no  disease  in 
Broad- Way,  (a  wide  well-built  street)  possessed  by  wealthy  peo- 
ple ;  hence  a  few  inhabitants  in  a  large  given  space.  No  physi- 
cian, ojr  nurse,  not  even  strangers,  under  the  influence  of  fear, 
who  visited  me  in  the  dissecting*room  at  the  hospital,  three  miles 
from  town,  were  attacked  with  fever.  The  notion  of  dilution  can 
scarcely  be  admitted,  as  I  not  only  sat  by  the  bed,  three  days  and 
nights,  of  a  patient  in  one  of  the  worst  cases  (who  recovered), 
and  was  contitiually  in  the  nearest  contact  with  all  the  patients 
which  nursing  or  attendance  could  occasion,  yet  I  had  no  at- 
tack of  fever.  No  case,  however  virulent,  taken  from  the  in- 
fec^ted  streets  to  the  country,  ever  conveyed  the  malady  to  atten- 
dants. Old  people,  chOdren,  (even  feeble  people  I  think)  escap- 
ed fever.  The  French  people,  though  long  resident,  and  the 
Negro,  lived  in  diseased  streets  with  impunity.  The  disease 
raged  in  narrow  streets  near  the  wharfs,  where  numbers  of  ilU 
fed  and  irregular  people  were  crowded  together.  The  robust 
chiefly  were  sufflerers. 

.  10,  Infirmary  Streetf  Ediniurgk. 


*  Doei  this  state  of  the  absorbents  aecoDDt  for  the  lai^  thoraric  dect  giren 
*^^ Mr  Cruickshanks in hb  work?  Dropsy  secini  connected occanQsally with 
morbid  appearances  mentioaed 
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IX. 

Case  of  Pseudo'Sypbilis,  with  Rematks.  By  William  Stephen-* 
SON  Clark,  Surgeon,  York,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeonsi  sind  late  Resident-SurgeoQ  of  the  Lock-Hospitalf 
London. 

^  Phb  object  of  the  present  paper  is  not  to  present  to  the  public 
-^    a  specimen  of  any  thing  novel,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  th« 
profession  to  a  very  important  part  of  practice,  viz.  the  diseases 
resembling  syphilis.     The  parts  of  generation  are  subjetted^ 
alike   with  other  parts  of  the  human  body,  to  attacks  of  in- 
flammation, ulceration,  &c,  which  have  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  syphilitic  poison.    Long  before  ever  the  venereal  dis« 
ease  appeared  in  the  world,  cases  are  related,  the  symptoms  of 
which  nearly  accorded  with  those  presenting  themselves  in  lues 
venerea  ;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  parts  of  generation  were 
subject  to  discharges,  ulcerations*  warts,  phymosis,  &c.  all  of 
which  possessed  nothing  of  the  true  syphilitic  character,  and 
recovered  without  the  use  of  mercury.     Upon  this  subject  some 
additional  valuable  information  has  been  lately  given  to  the 
Vforld,  particularly  by  those  two  eminent  practitioners,  Mr  Pear- 
son and  Mr  Abernethy  ;  and  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if» 
in  the  general  treatment  of  this  disease,  a  due  and  cautious  in-* 
vestigation  of  its  progress,  character,  and  appearances,  was  first 
made,  before  its  treatm^ent  was  determined  upon.  We  should  not 
then  be  witness  to  the  sad  number  of  mutilated  victims,  who 
either  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  daring  attempts  of  an  igno* 
rant  empiricism,  or  to  the  rash  administration  of  the  mineral  spe* 
cific  \  for  a  multitude  of  indisputable  proofs  might  be  adduced* 
that  ignorance  and  error  often  render  mercury  one  of  the  most 
precarious  and  mischievous  medicines  in  use.    Even  under  the 
most  cautious  administration  of  that  medicine,  there  are  certsun 
peculiarities  of  constitution,  where  its  irritating  qualities  predo* 
minate  over  its  medical  ones,  and  where  the  mode  of  its  opera- 
tion seems  rather  calculated  to  distress  the  patient,  and  to  injure 
)iis  health,  than  to  remove  the  disease  for  which  it  is  exhibited* 
nav,  very  often  to  produce  symptoms  so  precisely  similar  to  those 
it  IS  intended  to  remove,  that,  was  it  not  impossible  for  a  fresh 
order  of  venereal  symptoms  to  arise  while  the  system  was^wrr* 
fully  under  the  influence  of  a  specific  for  that  disease,  it  would  be 
mndttded  that.a  rapid  increase  of  all  Uxe  venerealsymptoir 
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was  progressivelj  taking  place.  This  would  imply  somethisj 
like  a  palpable  contradiction  -,  that  the  antidote  should  be  opens 
ing  with  efficacy  to  cure  the  venereal  symptom  for  which  \ 
was  directed^  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  venereal  vims  ws 
proceeding  to  contaminate  new  parts,  and  excite  new  appear^ 
ances.  It  may  well,  therefore,  be  doubted,  whether  more  sacri- 
fices are  not  annually  made  to  the  injudicious  administraura  d 
mercury,  than  to  ail  the  combined  effects  of  the  morbifeicsi 
poison.  The  following  case  will,  in  an  imperfect  de^ee,  te&i 
to  illustrate  the  subject  in  question,  and,  at  the  same  time,  shfv 
the  great  necessity  of  cautiously  abstaining  from  pronouiicifl| 
too  positive  an  opinion  upon  the  nature  of  a  suspicious  case. 

I  was  consuked  some  time  ago  by  a  person  on  account  of  a 
excoriation  on  the  side  of  the  prepuce.    The  history  of  the  car 
was  this :  His  health  had  been  for  some  time  rather  impaired: 
In  the  early  part  of  January  he  had  a  connection  \  from  thi$F 
however,  no  visible  morbid  symptom  arose,  till  some  weeks  aftef) 
when  a  slight  irritation  was  felt  upon  the  prepuce  \  this  vis 
soon  followed  by  a  sore,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the  left 
side  of  the  prepuce,  to  the  fraehum,  and  succeeded  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  glands  in  each  groin.     Upon  viewing  accDnt^ 
ly  the  sore,  the  surface  of  which  exhibited  little  of  the  chanc- 
teristic  marks  of  a  true  venereal  chancre,  and  particularly  attani- 
ing  to  ^^progresi  of  the  case,  and   the  length  of  tum  that  bd 
elapsed  between  the  connection  and  the  appearance  of  the  sore, 
I  pronounced  it  not  to  be  venereal,  and  directed  the  most  simf^ 
applications  to  be  made  use  of,  as  a  saturnine  lotion,  or  a  pciii- 
tice  of  milk  and  bread.     This  plan  was  tried  for  some  tifl^) 
when.it  appearing  to  make  no  alteration,  at  least  for  the  better, 
I  recommended  a  mild  solution  of  calomel  in  4ime- water,  whidi 
in  a  short  time  completely  healed  it.    Nothing  now  whateter 
appeared  till  early  in  May,  when  I  was  again  consulted  bf  tk 
same  person,  on  account  of  an  uneasiness  in  his  throat.    Upco 
examining  the  tonsils,  I  distinctly  perceived  a  slight  ulcentioB 
on  each,  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  erysipelatous  redness* 
The  ulcerations  kept  gradually,  but  superficially,  spreading,  ^ 
about  a  week,  when  an  eruption  of  purple  spots  took  place  upon 
the  skin,  at  the  same  time  the  inguinal  glands  continuing  greadj 
enlarged.     Confident,  however,  partly  from  the  appearance  of  tic 
primary  sore,  but  more  particularly  from  the  huiayoi  iiA  frogro^i 
that  it  was  not  venereal,  I  recommended  the  use  of  mild  detgf- 
gent  gargles;  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  red  port  daily.    ^^ 
•this  time  an  uniform  increase  of  the  symptoms  took  place ',  ^ 
eruptions  became  more  vivid,  and  the  ulcerations  of  the  tcHtfih 
although  extensive  and  sloughy,  yet  did  not  appear  topeseti^ 

deep* 
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deep,  or  to  assume  the  thickened  ragged  -edge.  The  case  now 
became  of  considerable  importance,  and  had  arrived  at  a  crisis 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  some  additional  steps  to  be  pur* 
sued.  I  accordingly  recommended  the  warm  bath,  which  was 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  the  patient^s  strength  would  permit, 
and  advised  a  plentiful  use  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  together  with 
the  application  of  the  oxymel  aeruginis  to  the  tonsils.  From 
this  period  to  the  beginning  of  July,  a  slow  and  almost  uninter« 
rupted  progress  was  made.  The  ulcerations  had  extended  from 
the  tonsils  up  the  inferior  edge  of  the  vclamen  palatinum,  at 
which  time  the  tonsils  assumed  a  disposition  to  heal,  but  again 
.quickly  ulcerated.  No  benefit  having  at  all  resulted  from  the 
means  hitherto  made  use  of,  and  his  health  beginning  to  suffer, 
I  determined  that  he  should  repair  into  the  country.  The  symp- 
toms, which  had  hitherto  been  characterized  by  a  very  slow  pro- 
gress, now  assumed  a  much  more  rapid  increase  ;  the  ulcerations 
spread  on  one  side  of  the  velatnen  palatinum,  crossed  the  uvula^ 
and  completely  affected  the  other,  and  the  copper  •coloured  erup- 
tions became  larger  and  more  universally  diffused.  The  convic- 
tion, however,  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  primary  symptoms 
still  supported  me  in  the  belief,  that,  although  a  most  obstinate 
poison  was  secreted  and  thrown  into  the  system,  yet,  that  it  was 
essentially  different  in  its  true  specific  properties  from  the  ve- 
nereal poison.  In  this  opinion  I  had  shortly  the  gratification  of 
being  confirmed,  for  a  fortnight  had  not  elapsed  before  a  rapid 
and  total  disappearance  of  the  eruptions  took  place ;— this  is  a 
character  which  most  decidedly  marks  the  spurious  syphilis  from 
the  genuine,  as  will  be  shortly  observed  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
case.  In  a  few  days  the  eruptions  again  appeared,  and  continued 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  at  which  time  the  progress  of  the 
poison  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  its  acme.  I  now  thought  it 
right  to  try  the  effects  of  the  sarsaparilla,  and,  for  this  purpose, 
directed  half  a  pint  of  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla 
to  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  combining  with  each  dose  from 
five  to  eight  drops  of  the  muriate  of  barytes.  From  this  period 
the  ulcerations  in  the  throat  began  to  subside,  their  sloughy  surface 
to  look  more  healthy  and  to  granulate,  and  the  eruptions  gradually 
to  disappear,  except  some  slight  fluctuations  which  have  since 
taken  place,  sometimes  all  the  symptoms  being  nearly  exhausted^ 
and  then  appearing  again  to  resume  a  fresh  morbid  action,  till 
the  present  time,  when  they  have  completely  disappeared.  Thus 
has  a  most  interesting  case,  which  lasted,  with  very  ambiguous 
symptoms,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  latter  end  of  Sep* 
Cember,  finally  terminated  without  qm  singU  partkU^  of  mercury^ 

and 
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and  in  a  constitution  where  probably  a  complete  course  of  ti£ 
minetal  would  have  proved  fatal. 

Remarks. 

It  has  been  justly  lamented  by  accurate  and  eminent  pncti- 
tionerSi  that  no  criterion  could  be  formed,  at  least  by  appearance, 
of  the  difference  between  the  true  and  spurious  venereal  scie. 
'fhiS}  I  confess,  in  numerous  cases,  is  a  difficult,  and  almost  m- 
possible  thing  \  and  whoever  solely  trusts  to  the  appearance  d 
either  a  primary  or  secondary  affection,  without  being  guided 
by  the  history  of  the  case,  will  be  subject  to  perpetual  crrer. 
The  above  case  is  a  striking  fact  elucidating  this  proposition ;  fot 
I  am  convinced,  that,  let  the  sagacity  of  that  practitioner  hxn 
been  what  it  would,  his  judgment  must  have  been  most  egregi- 
ously  deceived,  had  he  depended  upon  the  appearances  alooe. 
The  true  venereal  poison,  as  far  as  the  experience  of  many  o^i- 
turies  confirm,  is  a  virus,  which,  when  once  receired  into  the 
.  constitution,  is  unable  to  be  expelled  by  any  power  it  possesses  ^ 
and,  to  quote  the  words  of  Mr  Pearson,  «*  That,  when  once  k 
is  received  into  the  system,  it  will  go  progressively  forward  to 
the  destruction  of  the  animal,  until  checked  by  the  use  of  mer- 
cury/*    This,  therefore,  forms  the  grand  essential  difference  be» 
tween  the  two  poisons,  that  the  former  progressively  goes  fbr- 
ward  unless  checked  by  medicine  *,  the  latter  fluctuates,  and  wiH 
at  length  exhaust  itself:  But,  besides  this  distinction  of  its  prin- 
ciple, a  minute  investigator,  who  has  an  opportunity   of  seeing 
the  primary  affection,  will  still  further  discriminate  from  \bt 
character^  and  more  particularly  from  the  account  of  the prggmi 
of  the  case.    Thia  was  one  of  the  circumstances  that  applied 
to  decide  in  the  present  instance ;  for,   ist,  to  imagine  that  a 
true  venereal  sore  could  take  place  several  weeks  after  exposure, 
and  particularly  where  a  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  cleanli- 
ness, although  much  doubt  is  entertained  by  many  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  which  I  candidly  confess  my  own  inability  to  decide 
upon,  yet  appears  to  militate  against  what  we  know  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  venereal  disease.    2dly,  The  appearance  of  the  sore 
did' not  correspond  with  the  venereal  character ;  its  base  was  not 
sloughy  or  deep,  nor  did  it  assume  a  thickened  ragged  edge. 
6dly,  The  glands  in  the  groin,  which  had  arrived  at  a  very  con- 
siderable enlargement,  as  soon  as  the  sore  was  healed  ceased  to 
increase ;  and,  although  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  ererj 
venereal  enlarged  gland  should  suppurate,  yet  it  is  a  probabiGtp 
of  their  being  of  that  spurious  nature,  when  they  gradually  di* 
rniaisb  without  the  use  of  mergur^ ;  And,  Usidj^  the  sup^csd 

ttrages 
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ravages  which  the  secondary  ulcerations  made,  the  regular  edge, 
and  the  fluctuating  appearance  of  the  spots,  were  criteria  whicb| 
I  should  think,  would  induce  the  most  sceptical  practitioner  to 
pause  before  he  pronounced  his  mercurial  anathema  upon  the 
unfortunate  patient. 

lork J  August  17/A  1812. 


Further  Observations  on  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tuber cle»  By  WiL* 
LiAif  Wood,  Esq.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Edinburgh. 

Ty  a  communication  published  in  the  last  number  of  this  Jour« 
'''  nal,  I  gave  an  account,  which  had  been  previously  read  at  the 
ChiruTgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  a  particular  species  of  tu« 
mor,  under  the  name  of  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tubercle  f  a  dis- 
ease to  which  my  attention  was  particularly  attracted,  by  the  cir« 
cumstance  of  my  having  seen  four  cases  of  it  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  twelve  months.  As  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have 
met  with  that  attention  to  which  I  conceived  it  entitled,  both 
from  the  singularity  o{  its  symptoms,  and  from  the  severe  sufier- 
ing  to  which  it  gives  rise,  I  collected  all  the  information  which 
I  could  procure,  with  regard  to  it,  and,  by  die  assistance  of  some 
of  my  medical  friends,  I  was  enabled  to  give  a  detailed  history 
of  eight  cases,  from  which  my  account  of  the  disease  was  drawn 
up.  These  eight  cases  contained  all  the  distinct  information  of 
which  I  was  then  in  possession.  I  have  since  been  favoured,  by 
my  friend  .Dr  Brown,  with  an  accurate  history  of  the  disease,  as 
it  occurred  in  a  gentleman,  from  whose  arm  he  extirpated  a  tu« 
bercle,  of  the  size  of  an  orange-seed,  with  complete  success  :  and 
my  friend  Mr  Newbigging  has  kindly  afforded  me  an  opportuni- 
ty of  seeing  the  complaint  in  the  fore-arm  of  a  female,  at  present 
under  his  care  in  private  practice*  As  these  two  cases,  however^ 
differ  in  no  respect  from  those  already  published,  I  think  it  un- 
necessary to  enter  here  into  any  detailed  account  of  them. 

Previously  to  my  former  communication  having  been  publidi- 
cd,  I  had  not  been  successful  in  discovering  any  account  of  this 
singular  species  of  tumor  in  the  writings  of  medical  authors;  it 
lias  since  that  time,  however,  been  pointed  out  to  me,  that,  al- 
though 
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though  there  is  no  ^ery  acoimte  or  detailed  general  history  of 
die  disease,  it  has  been  mentionedi  and  individual  cases  of  it  hxtt 
been  described,  by  several  medical  writers*  In  the  present  canu 
munication,  therefore,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  a  cm. 
densed  account  of  all  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  from  authors  on  the  subject. 

The  first  mention  of  the  disease  seems  to  have  been  madebr 
Cheselden,  in  one  of  the  later  editions  of  his  anatomy,  to  viua 
my  attention  was  directed  by  Mr  Allan.  After  having  described 
the  structure  of  the  cutis  or  true  skin,  he  says,  «  Immcdiatdj 
under  the  skin  of  the  shin-bone,  I  have  twice  seen  little  tumoni 
less  than  a  pea,  round,  and  exceeding  hard,  and  so  painful,  ^ 
both  cases  were  judged  to  be  cancerous  ;  they  were  cured  by  ex- 
tirpating the  tumor :  but  what  was  more  extraordinary,  was  i 
tumor  of  this  kind,  under  the  skin  of  the  buttock,  small  as  a  ptfl'> 
head,  yet  so  painful  ihat  the  least  touch  was  insupportable,  ai^ 
the  skin  for  half  an  inch  round  was  emaciated ;  this  too  I  extir- 
pated, with  so  much  of  the  skin  as  was  emaciated,  and  some  fat 
The  patient,  who,  before  the  operation,  could  not  endure  to  us. 
his  leg  to  the  ground,  nor  turn  in  his  bed  without  exquisite  paizs, 
grew  immediately  easy,  walked  to  his  bed  without  any  complaim, 
and  was  soon  cured/'  (Cheselden's  Anatomy,  10th  edition,  page 
136.)  It  appears  from  this  quotation,  that  Cheselden  had  thrice 
met  with  this  disease :  He  does  not  mention  whether,  in  the  tvo 
first  cases,  the  patients  were  male  or  female ;  in  the  last,  the  dis- 
ease seems  to  have  occurred  in  a  man,  who  suffered  more  severe- 
ly than  any  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  although  the  tubercle  did  not  exceed  the  size  of  a  pin's 
head.  In  all  the  three  cases,  a  cure  was  accomplished  by  the  e&- 
tirpatioi;!  of  the  little  tumor. 

Camper,  the  next  author  by  whom  the  disease  is  taken  notice 
off  in  his  work,  entitled,  Demonstrationum  Anatonuco-Pathok>> 
gicarum,  liber  primus,  after  fiescribing  the  nerves  of  the  ana, 
says,  ^^  Non  raro  in  nervis  cutaneis  tubercula  parva  ac  dura  ob- 
aervantur,  quae  vera  ganglia  sunt,  pisi  magnitudinem  licet  non 
excedant  $  dies  tamen  noctesque  acutissimis  lancinantibus  dolori- 
bus  segros  torquent :  externis  remediis  non  cedunt,  spalpello  xgx- 
tur  ea  attingere  oportet.  Franequerse  ex  cubito  feminx  t^e,  plaga 
facta,  sustuli,  quod  ramo  musculo-cutanei  nerri  adhserebat : 
post  operationem  optime  se  habuit.  In  subcutaneis  nervis  fre- 
quenter esse  videntur.  Amstelaedami  simile  ganglium  genu  mu« 
lieris  occupans,  eodem  modo  sanari  curavi.  In  viris  plus  semel 
ea  vidi:  albicant  intus,  cartilagineae  duritiae  sunt,  renitentia,  et 
intra  nervorum  tunicas  sedem  habent." — Lib.  I.  p.  II. 
In  this  paragraph,  Camper  describes  a  species  of  tubercle  not 
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larger  than  a  pea,  as  giTing  rise  to  rery  severe  pain,  and  requir«* 
ing  extirpation  to  produce  a  cure*  He  mentions  his  having 
twice  met  with  the  disease  in  females  \  and  adds,  that  he  has 
more  than  once  seen  it  in  men.  He  informs  us  also,  that  the 
tubercles  are  real  ganglia,  and  have  their  seat  within  the  coats  of 
the  nerves.  It  seems  to  me  doubtful,  whether,  by  the  term 
ganglion,  as  here  applied,  he  means  to  say,  that  the  complaint 
arises  from  a  diseased  state  of  one  of  these  little  swellings  met 
with  in  different  parts  of  the  healthy  body,  at  the  junction  of 
oi»  nerve  with  another,  properly  termed  ganglia ;  or  that  it  is 
formed  by  a  morbid  enlargement  of  some  portion  of  a  nerve. 
Nor  does  it  appear,  whether  he  was  enabled,  by  accurate  exami* 
nation  of  the  structure  of  the  tubercles,  to  ascertain  that  they . 
really  are  situated  within  the  nervous  coats. 

In  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  these  extracts, 
from  Cbeselden  and  Camper,  my  friend  Dr  Davidson  has  been 
so  kind  as  to  favour  me  with  a  reference  to  two  papers,  one  pub- 
blished  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  the 
other  in  the  Medical  Facts  and  Observations,  in  which  are  detail- 
ed some  cases  of  this  disease. — Dr  Bisset,  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  gives  a  minute 
and  distinct  account  of  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  what  he 
terms  **  An  extraordinary  irritable  sympathetic  tumor." 

This  tumor,  Dr  Bisset  informs  us,  appeared  originally  in  the 
form  of  a  small  pimple,  of  the  colour  of  the  skin,  on  the  outside 
of  the  left  leg  of  a  girl  of  13  years  of  age  *,  in  and  about  which 
pimple  she  usually  had  some  little  uneasiness  immediately  before 
a  great  fall  of  rain  or  snow,  and  in  very  windy  weather.    The 
tumor  remained  in  this  state  till  soon  after  she  first  conceived, 
when  it  increased  to  the  size  of  a  large  filbert,  and  became  in 
the  highest  degree  irritable.    The  patient  now  began  to  be  affect- 
ed with  a  violent  periodical  pain  in  it,  which  recurred  twice  or 
three  times,  and  sometimes  oftener,  in  24  hours,  at  unequal  and 
uncertain  intervals ;   the  duration  of  each  paroxysm  often  vary* 
ing  a  little,  and  never  exceeding  one  hour.    The  pain  darted, 
when  most  violent,  to  the  origin  of  the  tibialis  amicus,  and  from 
thence  often  upwards  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium.    The  pain  was 
instantly  excited  also,  during  the  pregnant  state,  by  the  tumor 
being  rudely  touched  with  a  finger  or  with  the  skirts  of  her  pet- 
ticoat; but  these  accidental  paroxysms   were- always  of  short 
duration.     As  soon  as  this  patient  was  delivered  of  her  first 
child,  the  little  tumor  became  at  once  exempt  from  any  uncom- 
mon irritability,   and  the  periodical  paroxysms  of  acute  pain 
quite  ceased;  and  in  this  state  it  remained  during  13  months, 
•xcept  that  some  little  uneasiness  was  perceptible  before  the  fal- 

lin*^ 


433  Mr  Wood  m  Painful  Stlhcutdn^tu  TuiercU,  Oc 

ling  of  much  rain  or  snow.  In  the  end  of  that  peiiod,  tb? 
patient  having  again  conceivedi  the  tumor  acquired  its  formr 
irritability,  and  she  was  afFected  precisely  in  the  same  nuumcr  u 
she  had  been  during  her  first  pregnancy.  At  this  period  an  at- 
tempt was  made,  by  a  surgeon^  to  cure  the  disease,  by  mddsg  2 
crucial  incision  iiito  the  tumor,  to  promote  suppuracioiit  and  xo 
destroy  its  irritability  \  but  as  this  failed,  excision  was  had  r- 
course  to,  which  proved  effectual.  Immediately  after  her  tkiri 
conception,  however,  the  little  tumor  was  reproduced*  bet  id 
not  increase  quite  to  its  former  size,  and  the  paroxysms  of  paa 
commenced  and  returned  two  or  three  times  dailj,  as  dsn^ 
the  former  pregnancy.  When  the  third  child  was  born,  tk 
tumor  became  at  once  perfectly  indolent,  as  it  had  formeiiT 
done.  The  patient  having  again  conceived,  the  irritability  of  tb 
little  tumor  commenced  as  usual,  and  the  periodical  pain  be- 
came more  violent  than  ever.  At  this  time  Dr  Bisset  was  coc* 
suited,  who  directed  the  application  of  the  caust.  commmie  for. 
which  produced  its  effect  in  20  minutes.  After  the  separatioo 
of  the  eschar,  some  small  remains  of  the  tumor  were  destroyed 
by  caustic.  By  this  means  an  effectual  cure  was  accomplished, 
as  during  two  successive  pregnancies  there  was  not  the  least  n» 
turn  of  the  disease.^Mcmoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  ho^ 
don.  Vol.  IIL  page  58.) 

This  very  singular  and  interesting  case,  of  which  I  have  «»ed 
the  freedom  of  giving  a  very  full  account,  nearly  in  Dr  Bisset's 
own  words,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  decidedly  of  the  saaie 
nature  Vith  that  described  by  Cheselden  and  Camper,  and  it 
^  agrees  in  all  its  symptoms  with  some  of  the  cases  published  in 
my  last  communication  \  it  difiers,  however,  from  all  the  casci 
which  I  have  yet  met  with,  in  the  very  remarkable  connectioQ 
which  existed  between  the  tubercle  and  the  pregnant  state.  I 
think  it  not  at  all  improbable,  that  a  perfect  cure  might  have 
been  effected,  if  extirpation  by  the  knife  had  beea  origioallf 
performed  \  for  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  the  return  of  the 
disease  was  owing  to  some  portion  of  the  morbid  part  faavn^ 
been  allowed  to  remain  when  extirpation  was  had  recourse  to, 
from  the  state  the  parts  were  then  in,  in  consequence  of  the 
crucial  incision  and  subsequent  suppuration. 

In  the  6th  Volume  of  the  Medical  Facts  and  ObservatioDS, 
there  is  a  letter  from  Mr  John  Pearson  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  to 
Dr  Simmons,  containing  <*  An  account  of  some  extraordinary 
symptoms,  which  were  apparently  connected  with  certain  mof* 
bid  alterations  about  the  veins  and  nerves/*  The  first  case  de- 
tailed in  this  letter  appears  to  have  been  a  case  of  painful  sabco* 
taneous  tubercle  i  the  little  tumor  was  situated  in  the  course  of 

tbe 


1612.         Mr  Wood  on  Painful  Suicutaneous  Tutar/i.  .  4SS 

the  sjiphena  majorvein,  about  six  inches  above  the  ancle-joint,  of 
a  married  wom^n  of  51  years  of  age.  It  produced  exactly  the 
same  symptoms  with  those  which  existed  in  the  casesj  formerly 
published.  Mr  Pearson  mentions,  that  the  patient  observed 
that  <<  the  severity  of  her  sufferings  was  invariably  increased, 
during  the  periods  of  menstruation  and  of  pregnancy."  Her  dis- 
ease,  however,  continued  with  undiminished  severity  after  she 
had  ceased  to  bear  children.  Having  refused  to  submit  to  ex* 
tirpation  of  the  tubercle,  which  had  been  urged  by  Mr  Pearson, 
various  methods  of  treatment  were  employed,  but  ineffectually^ 
in  the  course  of  IS  years  that  the  disease  was  present ;  but,  ate 
the  end  of  that  time,  in  consequence  of  her  having  heard  of  the. 
success  which  had  attended  the  application  of  caustic  in  Dr  Bis-, 
set's  case,  she  submitted  to  have  the  diseased  part  removed  by. 
the  same  application.  The  caustic  was  employed  for  20  mi* 
nutes,  when  the  eschar  was  completely  formed,  and  from ,  that 
time  she  never  experienced  the  return  of  a^  single  paroxysm  of 
pain.  The  eschar  exfoliated  in  about  12  days,  and  in  the  course 
of  about  seven  weeks  the  sore  was  perfectly  healed. 

Having  given  a  detailed  history  of  this  case,  Mr  Pearson  en*^ 
deavours  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  on  the  idea  that  a  pordoa 
of  a  vein  and  of  a  nerve  being  included  within  the  indurated 
part,  which  could  not  easily  be  distended,  whenever  the  vein. be- 
came pretematurally  turgid,  the  nerve  was  compressed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  internal  surface  of  the  induration,  and  that 
consequently  the  symptoms  were  connected  with  this  state  of 
the  part.  lie  observes,  that  the  paroxysms  of  pain  were  excited 
by  every  thing  that  accelerated,  or  otherwise  disturbed  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood,  whether  applied  to  the  induration,  or  af« 
fecting  the  geperal  system,  as  all  strong  exertions  of  the  muscles^ 
external  impulse,  or  mental  commotion }  and  he  adds,  that  it 
is  highly  probable,  that  the  portion  of  vein,  which  passed  through 
the  tumor,  was  unusually  distended  with  blood  at  the  time  of 
the  paroxysm. ;  for,  upon  these  occasions,  the  morbid  surface 
became  redder  than  common,  and  the  tumor  was  sensibly  elevat- 
ed. 

/rhe  fact,  on  which  he  forms  this  theoretical  explanation,  of  a 
portion  of  a  vein  and  of  a  nerve  being  «<  completely  included 
within  the  tumor,"  he  thinks  proved,  by  his  having  found,  after 
the  exfoliation  of  the  eschar,  a  portion  of  the  vena  saphena  ma- 
jor,  and  of  that  branch  of  the  crural  nerve  which  accompanies  it  ^ 
hanging  down  at  the  superior  part  of  the  sore  ;  for  he  ^Uows^ 
riiat  the  indurated  part  having  been  destroyed  by  a  caustic,   it. 
was  not  in  his  power  to  examine  its  internal  structure,  so  as  to 
discover  the  true  nature  of  the  morbid  alteration.    Now  the  ap^ 

VOL.  vui.  NO.  52.  E  e  pearance 


434  Mr  Wood  tm  Painful  Subcutaneoui  Tubercle.  Oc 

pearance  of  a  portion  of  vein  and  of  nenre  in  the  sore,  after  t^ 
exfoliation^  does  not  appear  to  me  conclasive  evidence  that  tiMse 
were  actually  <*  included  completely  within  the  tumory**  as  ex2Ct- 
ly  the  same  appearances  would  have  presented  themselves,  if  t!^ 
vein  and  nerve  had  been  merelv  situated  in  the  iieighbo>iix{»cc 
of  the  tumor)  to  one  side  or  otner  of  it,  provided  they  were  oetf 
enough  to  be  within  reach  of  the  caustic.  On  die  whole,  dis 
theoretical  speculation  appears  to  me  more  remarkable  for  "ss 
ingenuity  than  for  its  accuracy,  as,  neither  from  the  sitaatioo  d 
the  tubercles,  nor  from  the  appearances  met  with  in  exaxnini!^ 
them  after  they  have  been  removed  from  the  body,  have  I  b^ 
the  least  reason  to  suspect  any  such  venous  connection.  Tbr 
the  disease  is  intimately  connected  with  the  nervous  systefo,  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  its  symptoms  ;  bat  I  co> 
ceive  that  more  frequent  and  more  accurate  examinations  of  tke 
structure  of  the  morbid  part  are  still  wanting,  to  enable  us  te 
ascertain  in  what  way  the  connection  is  formed.  In  the  sas? 
letter,  Mr  Pearson  mentions  his  having  seen  another  case  nn 
much  resembling  that  above  described.  The  tubercle  was  s- 
tuated  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  leg  of  a  female,  near  the  k- 

S'nning  of  the  tendo-Achillis.  In  this  case  Mr  Pearson  suspects 
at  the  tumor  may  be  connected  with  the  vena  saphena  miner, 
and  that  consequently  it  may  include  or  compress  a  small  brand 
of  the  sciatic  nerve  ;  but,  as  he  could  not  render  the  cutanecos 
veins  of  the  leg  turgid  by  moderate  pressure,  its  exact  sitnatkn 
was  not  ascertained. 

I  have  now  communicated  all  the  information  which  I  bare 
yet  been  able  to  collect  with  regard  to  this  singular  affectioD, 
which,  from  the  number  of  cases  now  on  record,  I  think  we  sre 
entitled  to  consider  as  a  distinct  species  of  tumor,  at  least,  until 
its  real  nature  be  ascertained  ;  and  I  should  be  disposed  to  reua 
the  name^  which  I  have  ventured  to  give  it,  of  Pslnfut  Stttcutaren: 
Tubercle^  as  being  expressive  of  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  of  h 
principal  symptom,  while  it  does  not  involve  any  theoretical  opi- 
nion as  to  its  true  nature.  It  would  appear  from  the  cases  polv 
lished,  that  it  is  a  disease  to  which  both  sexes  are  liable,  but  tiut 
it  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  females  than  in  males  'i-^ 
18  cases  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  14  were  met  with 
in  females,  two  in  males^  and  in  two  cases  the  sex  of  the  patisrt 
is  not  mentioned. 

The  disease  luckily  admits  of  a  safe  and  simple  remedy,  riz. 
extirpation  by  the  knife,  wl^ich  ought,  in  all  cases,  to  be  prefer* 
red  to  the  application  of  caustic,  as  being  a  much  less  niinftl 
operation,  and  procuring  a  much  more  speedy  cure.      By  the 

nunt  of  both  Dr  Bis^et  and  Mr  Pearson,  the  application  a 
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caustic  to  the  tubercle  produces,  for  a  good  many  minutes,  the 
most  excruciating  torture,  and,  in  Mr  Pearson's  case,  the  sore 
was  not  completely  healed  till  seven  weeks  after  the  application 
of  the  caustic. 

Hanover  Street ^  August  1812- 
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A  Case  of  Purpura  Hamorrhapa.  By  Thomas  Jevfrets,  M*  D. 
one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary  and  Fever-Hospital^ 
Liverpool. 

MARCH  17,  1812. — A  captain  of  a  Swedish  merchantman, 
aged  40,  of  a  robust  habit,  rather  of  an  irritable  temper, 
and  much  inured  to  hardship,  applied  to  me  for  an  effusion  of 
spots  of  a  logwood  colour,  profusely  sprinkled  upon  his  arms, 
thighs,  and  some  on  his  body,  differing  in  size  from  that  of  a 
pin-head  to  a  pea ;  the  same  also  appeared  on  his  lips,  and  with- 
in his  mouth,  one  of  which  was  as  large  as  a  horse^besm,  elevat- 
ed and  spongy,  but  free  from  pahi ;  his  gums  occasionally  bleed  ; 
no  fever ;  his  appetite  and  spirits  are  good.  He  has  been  the 
subject  of  these  symptoms,  more  or  less,  for  several  weeks,  and 
has  used  different  local  remedies  by  the  advice  of  a  physician, 
who,  with  himself,  supposed  them  connected  with  a  syphilitic 
taint ;  he  has  repeatedly  had  epistaxis  to  a  great  extent,  and  it 
has  annoyed  him  in  travelling  from  Hull  to  this  town. 

The  case  at  first  appeared  so  trivial  that  I  had  little  doubt  of 
its  yielding  to  nitric  acid,  as  I  had  often  experienced,  and  I  direct- 
ed two  drachms  to  be  taken  in  eight  ounces  of  decoction  of 
bark,  within  that  and  the  following  day.  On  the  19th  he  cd- 
led  to  say  he  was  much  better.  The  same  evening,  however, 
I  was  requested  to  see  him,  when  I  found  him  complaining  of 
headache,  drowsiness,  slight  chilliness,  anorexia,  and  restless 
anxiety.     Pulse  100,  and  full ;  tongue  clean  ;  belly  bound. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  him  bled,  together  with  my  own 
doubts  of  its  propriety,  easily  reconciled  me  to  postpone  it  for 
the  night,  and  I  was  content  to  order  five  grains  of  the  submurlate 
of  mercury,  and  five  of  antimonial  powder,  in  a -pill,  to  be  takeu 
immediiitcly,  with  a  brisk  saline  cathartic  as  early  as  possible   ii^ 
the  morning. 

*  20th, 
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20th.— Physic  onljr  operated  once,  and  about  five  o'clock  Aii 
morning  he  was  seized  with  epistaxis,  which  has  coDtmoed 
without  intermission  for  five  hours,  during  which  he  cannot  haic 
lost  less  than  two  pounds  of  blood,  which  has  rendered  his 
weak,  pale,  and  sallow.  Pulse  100,  not  so  full.  He  was  ia- 
mediately  bled  to  §XTJ.  which^  with  the  aid  of  refrigerants,  sooo 
stopt  the  haemorrhage ;  and  I  now  learnt  he  had  been  mad 
in  the  habit  of  venesection,  consequently  had  applied  to  an  apo- 
thecary a  few  days  previously,  who  had  Ued  hun  largely,  wid 
relief. 

!B»  Magnesise  sulphat.  gf. 

Infus.  rosae.  f^riiy     M.  capiat  cochl.  iij*  magna  S^ 
quaq.  hora. 
In  the  evening  he  was  better  ;  no  epistaxis,  and  no  stool. 
T^  Pulv.  antimonial.  gr,  vi. 
Pulv.  folior.  digital,  gr.  i. 
Hydrarg.  submuriat,  gr.  iij. . 
'     Syrup,  q.  s.  ft.  pilulae  horSt  decubitus  sumendae. 
21st.-— Only  four  irifling  stools ;  some  return  of  the  headacbf, 
succeeded  by  epistaxis,  which  vinegar  and  water  externally  ap- 
plied soon  stopped.    Tongue  loaded ;  pulse  100,  not  full,    lis 
livid  spots  on  hie  thighs  are  Very  painful ;  those  of  his  moatk 
aOid  arms  are  less  evident.    The  orifice  where  he  was  first  Usi 
threatens  a  formids^ble  inflammation  of  the  same  livid  coIoqTi 
extending  several  inches.    The  blood  drawn  yesterday  shows  k. 
inflammatory  buff  on  its  surface,  at  least  an  inch  and  a  half  is 
thickness,  firm,  and  yellow,  far  exceeding  any  thing  I  ever  sav 
in  the  most  acute  case  of  pneumonia  or  rheumatism,  bat  not  £ 
all  cupped  ;  in  fact,  the  whole  serum  looks  like  a  corrupted  coatf 
of  coagulable  lymph  :  the  crassamentum  appeared  in  a  verv  dis* 
Solved  statey  of  nearly  a  black  colour,  and  much  less  in  •  idati«e 
quantity  than  usual.    The  bleeding  reduced  his  pulse,  and  eri. 
dentfy  relieved  him,  but  was  followed  by  the  most  alarmii^  %jtr 
cope  and  convulsions.    Petechix  no  better ;  ecchymo^s  and  vi- 
bices  appear  on  his  thighs,  and  the  inflammation  of  his  arm  ex- 
tends. 

Iterum  mittatur  sanguis  ^  brachio  ad  |xiv. 
]Q;  Pulv.  antimon  gr.  xviij. 
Pulv.  fol.  digital,  gr.  vi.^ 
Confect.  rossB  canin.  a.  s.  ft.  pil.  vi. 
Capiat  i.  4ta.  quaq.  hora,  e  cochl.  iij.  magnis  mixtune  «- 
quentis. 

]g^  Liqiior.  ammon.  acetat.  f^iij. 
*  Syrup,  althaeae,  f|i. 
Aq.  menth.  virid.  f§iv.    M. 
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S2d. — Is  manifestly  better,  as  erinced  by  the  pulse  being  90» 
and  not  so  full;  ecch]^mosis  paler;  belly  open,  although  the 
tongue  is  still  loaded  with  a  yellowish-white  fur.  Cont.  Medic. 
SSd. — His  medicines  neither  nauseate  nor  act  upon  the  skin  ; 
some  vertigo,  and  epistaxis,  but  of  inconsiderable  extent  and 
duration  %  vibices  on  the  thighs  very  painful,  and  pit  on  pressure, 
though  of  paler  colour.  Inflammation  of  his  arm  is  suppurating. 
Pulse  90,  and  full.  Craves  much  for  his  usual  diet  of  salt-beef. 
iidmoveantur  Hirudines  sex,  femori  dextr.  et  duae  sinist, 

Applicetur  etiam  cataplasma  com.  brachio. 
Contin.  mistura  et  ptlulse. 
T^  Infus.  sennse,  ff  iijss. 
Tinct.  sennse,  Tinct.  jalap,  aa  fsij. 
Potass,  tartarisat  ^ss.     M.    Capiat  mane  diluculo  4i- 
midiam  et  rept.  4tis  horis  nisi  prius  plene  respon- 
dent aWus. 
24th. — ^Pain  and  swelling  of  his  thighs  greatly  relieved,  and 
pus  is  freely  discharged  from  the  orifice  of  bleeding  in  his  arm  ; 
complains  of  rigors,  and  no  eflFect  from  the  physic ;  epistaxis  re- 
turned, and  in  an  hour  he  lost  about  half  a  pint  of  blood  \  an 
erythema  covers  one  side  of  his  nose ;  pulse  90,  rather  full ; 
tongue  nearly  natural. 

T^  Magnes.  sulphat.  %u 
Infus  sennsc,  fjvij. 
Pulv.  rad.  jalap.  3ij. 

Tinct.  sennas,  f 31.     M.  ft.  mistura  de  qua  sumantur 

cochi.  iij.  magnae  Stia  quaq.  hora  donee  soluta  fuerit 

alvus.    Iterum  fiat  V.  S.  ad  gxij. 

25th.— The  mixture  was  nearly  all  taken  before  it  operated 

briskly ;  no  rigors  or  epistaxis ;  erythema  of  the  nose  extend^ 

ing  ;  vibices  on  the  thigh  swelled  and  painful ;  pulse  80  $  feels 

weak,  but  inclined  for  food,  and' broth  is  allowed.    The  blood 

drawn  yesterday  exhibits  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  before 

described. 

Cont.  mistur.  liq.  ammon.  acet.  et  piL  antim.  et  digit.  Capiat 
mistur.  purgan;  eras  mane,  donee  purgatur  alvus.     Im- 
ponantur  cataplasmae  liquor,  plumbi  acetat.  madidae  fe* 
moribus,  et  brachio. 
26th.— Was  purged  briskly  this  morning,  and  a  fluctuation  is 
felt  in  both  thighs,  although  obscure  and  deep,  each  being  great- 
ly increased  in  size ;  .the  skin  is  still  very  livid,  and  inflamed  to 
the  extent  of  sevend  inches  \  inflamed  nose  no  better ;  tongue 
loaded  and  dry ;   some  thirst  \   skin  Cool ;  pulse  80,  and  still 
throbbing. 

Protinus  fiat.  V.  S.  ad  §xiv.    Pulse  afterwards  72,  and  fol- 

lowed^ 
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lowed,  as  usual,  by  syncope  and  convulsions  \  the  blood  appears 
as  before.    Contin.  pilul.  et  cataplasmae. 

27th.>^ — ^Erythema  of  the  nose  gone  ;  tumor  of  the  right  th^ 
soft  and  fluctuating,  that  of  the  left  slightly  so;  tongue  ckaoi 
no  thirst ;  some  appetite  %  belly  regular ;  pulse  84  and  folk 
Contin,  mistur*  et  pilulse.     Rept.  mist.  purg.  eras  mane  ii 
Stiam  vicem.     Apply  simple  poultices  to  the  thighs. 
28th, — Thighs  as  yesterday  \  pulse  90.    Fiat.  V.  S.  ad  Ivv^ 
pulse  afterwards  72.     Omittantur  mistura  et  pilulae, 
]gD  Liquor  anmion.  acet.  f^iij. 
Tinct.  opii  gutt.  gtt.  xl. 
Liquor  antim.  tart,  fjiij. 

Aq.  menth.  virid.  f|ivss.    M.    Capiat  cochin  iij.  ua^m. 
4ta  qq.  hora. 
29th.— Abscesses  suppurating,  that  of  the  right   thigh  mvA 
increased  in  size  and  softness,  that  of  the  left  less  so  in  propc^- 
tion ;  pulse  100  ;  tongue  white  ;  beUy  regular.     Cont.  medic. 

The  state  of  the  tongue  and  pulse,  being  supposed  to  be  cc^ 
nected  with  the  formation  of  matter,  either  from  irritation  or  ab- 
sorpHon,  or  both,  bleeding  was  deferred  at  this  visit* 

90th. — Had  much  vertigo  and  delirium  in  the  night,  and  W2s 
found  out  of  bed  on  the  floor  this  morning,  although  he  had  o&Ir 
taken  one  dose  of  his  mixture  *,  pulse  90 ;  tongue  clean. 

Both  abscesses  were  opened  this  day  and  discharged  fredj 
well  digested  pus,  accompanied  by  a  profuse  haemorrhage  to  tfae 
extent  of  griij. ;  stopped  only  by  syncope,  and  was  with  difficul- 
ty afterwards  suppressed  by  compresses  made  wet  with  tttngs- 
rants  and  pressure  by  bandage  ;  in  fact,  such  was  the  tenuity  ot 
the  blood,  and  tendency  to  haemorrhage,  that,  I  am  coDvinced, 
the  slightest  puncture,  either  with  a  lancet  orneedlei  would  have 
been  followed  by  a  continued  stream  of  blood. 

Capiat  pulv.  alumin.  et  pulv.  g.  kino,  aa  di.  in  quovis  cras- 
80,  et  cochl.  iij.  magnis  misturae  sequent. 
]g;  Decoct,  cinchon.  fgv. 

Liquor,  ammon.  acetat.  ffiij.    M. 
3 1  St. — The  hasmorrhage  did  not  return  ;  he  had  a  good  n^hc 
and  is  better,  although  his  pulse  is  still  1 10 ;  tongue  loaded,  and 
belly  bound.     Omitt.  mist,  et  pulveres.     Capiat  mistur.  purgso« 
fjiss.  4tis  horis  donee  alvus  exoneretur. 

April  lst.*-Mixture  operated  well  ^  complains  of  weakness; 
^ulse  84,  rather  full ;  tongue  loaded  and  rough ;  some  detiriom; 
fittle  or  no  discharge  from  the  abscess  of  the  right  thig^,  aod 
that  of  the  left  quite  healed  up,  but  remains  swelled  and  hari. 
Repet.  mistur.  cinchonas  et  liquor,  amm.  acet^ 

2i 
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2d»-<-^light  epistaxis,  but  which  wa9  soon  stopped  by  refrig€* 
rants  to  the  nose.    Cont.  mist. 

Sd.-^No  xnaterial  change>  except  that  of  his  again  requiring 
the  purging  mixture. 

4th.-»Right  thigh  very  painful^  swelled,  and  inflamed  round 
the  orifice^  which  is  filled  with  a  dark*coloured  funguSy  discharg- 
ing a  grumous  ichor  &  pulse  100$  much  throbbing;  headaohe 
excited  and  increased  by  the  slightest  exertion  $  belly  still  bound. 
Rept.  mistura  purgans  uc  antea.  Apply  a  saturnine  poultice 
to  the  thigh. 

5th. — On  removing  the  poultice,  the  discharge  had  a  gangre* 
nous  fetor,  and  the  orifice  was  much  distended  by  a  puffy  or  blad* 
der-like  fungus,  which  being  slightly  punctured,  discharged  a 
bloody  ichor  for  several  hours,  with  relief  to  the  pain ;  pulse 
110^  smaller  and  of  an  irritable  feel. 

Capiat  pulv.  cinchonse  loco  misturse.    Continue  the  pouW 

tices, 

6th.— .Fetid  discharge  very  profuse  but  less  oiFeoisive,  and  the- 

fungus  is  separating ;  pulse  96 ;  tongue  clean*    I  now  find  h^. 

omitted  his  bark  mixture  for  two  days  previous  to  the^gangre** 

nous  appearance  of  the  thigh. 

Cap.  pulv*  cinchonae  ex  mistura  salina  commun.  eras  maae* 

.Repet.  mistur.  purgans.  more  solito. 

7th— -A  slough  as  large  as  a  walnut  came  away  with  the 

poultice  this  morpiog,  and  healthy  granulations  appear  sprouting) 

below ;  appetite  better ;  pulse  98  ;  tongue  rather  foul  s  is  weak 

and  fretful,  and  his  belly  is  still  costive* 

Repet.  mistur.  purgan.    Capiat  etiam,  pulv.  cinchon*  ex  lacte. 
From  this  period  until  the  24th  of  April  he  continued  to  rcco* 
ver,  by  taking  vegetable  tonics,  and  occasional  cathartics,  when 
he  was  again  attacked  with  headache,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  internal  piles,  for  which  a  seton  was  inserted  in  the  back  of 
his  neck,  digitalis  given  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  gentle  lax- 
atives, without  any  apparent  good  effect,  until  the  29th.    TTie 
pulse  was  now  110,  strong  and  full ;  he  was  again  bled  to  fxiv, 
which  had  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  has  been  stated  at 
the  height  of  his  disease ;— if  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  the 
coat  of  huffy  coagulated  lymph  being  thicker,  and  the  coagulum 
less  and  darker.    Countenance  still  sallow,  and  often  misukeu 
for  jaundice  by  his  acquaintance  ;  is  nervous  and  weak,  but  walks 
out  daily.    I  directed  him  to  take  the  tinct.  muriat.  fern,  and  Ma 
seton  was  kept  open  until  the  9th  of  May,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Thomas  j  and,  although  I  aiD  not  satisfied  that  the  latter 
was  of  any  material  advanuge,  we  considered  him  convalescent, 
^nch  are  the  facts  relative  to  this  case,  which  to  me  were  both 

xictvel 
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novel  and  interesting ;  and  although  the  treatment  and  tenimi'' 
tion  has  proved  successful,  I  am  aware  that  a  doubt  might  ooss  '• 
whether  it  may  not  be  considered  as  a  case  of  scorbatos  petede-  ■ 
alis  rather  than  purpura. — ^Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  I  am  or. ; 
anxious  to  contend  for  nosological  distinction,  so  much  as  bkr- 
}y  to  communicate  an  instance  of  the  propriety,  if  not  necessifT, 
of  venesection,  in  a  disease  of  apparent  debility,  serving,  at  ^  . 
same  time,  to  add  a  solitary  example  to  the  able  remarks  of  Dr  j 
Parry  and  Dr  Bateman,  in  the  5th  and  6th  Volume  of  this  le^'- 
nal,  where  the  former  observes,  «  That  there  can  be  little  doA 
of  this  being  a  case  of  active  haemorrhagy ,"  and  the  latter,  ^  T\t^ 
it  certainly  tends  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  our  theories  rehtire  tp 
such  petechial  effusions.'' 

The  leading  points  in  this  case  which  appeared  to  me  ino$ 
worthy  of  notice,  were,  1st,  The  extreme  debility  ;  2dly,  ft 
evident  phlogistic  diathesis,  demanding,  and  relieTed  by,  veo^ 
section  ;  and,  Sdly,  The  appearance  of  the  blood  being  ptami 
the  same  at  a  pmod  when  comparative  health  was  restoitd. 
{H'oving  that  a  deficiency  of  red  globules,  and  a  dischaigf  ^ 
^ten  styi  existed,  upon  which,  we  are  told  by  Dr  Paiii  ^ 
strength  greatly  depends ;  consequently  we  are  to  infer,  that  Af 
predisposing  causes  of  haemorrhagy  are  not  always  those  of  pl^ 
thora,  and  that  there  certainly  existed,  in  this  instance,  a  grea: 
want  of  energy  to  propel  the  fluids  to  the  surface,  evinced  by  ^^ 
dry  skin,  and  yellow  or  sallow  countenance,  which  latter  had  the 
Siame  appearance  the  surface  of  the  blood  presented,  fcMr  at  least 
a  period  of  two  months  afterwards,  so  that  an  ordinary  obsener 
would  suppose  he  laboured  under  jaundice,  although  I  n^^ 
could  trace  the  slightest  affection  of  the  liver,  and,  even  at  tbe 
date  of  this,  some  slight  remains  are  observable,  although  he  i5> 
in  every  other  respect,  in  perfect  health. 

Liverpool f  Auguft  20th,  1812. 
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Cases  of  a  peculiar  Disease  of  the  Testis,  ivith  Obseruaticm  thens»* 
By  Thomas  Little,  M.  D.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  CbD^f 
of  Surgepns  in  Ireland,  and  Surgeon  of  the  North  Mayo  Re- 
giment of  Militia. 

ALTHOUGH  the  communication  of  the  following  cases  affbri^ 
nothing  of  originality,  it  will  be  founds  notwithstanding*  ^^ 
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>e  somewhat  noveli  and  confinning,  as  it  does,  the  experience  of 
Dthers,  (a  circumstance  fixing,  in  my  humble  conception,  a  degree 
of  value  on  the  information  it  afibrds,)  it  cannot  fail  to  impress  the 
mind  of  the  practitioner  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature,  and 
treatment  adapted  to  the  removal  of  a  disease,  which  has,  I  belieye, 
in  too  many  instances,  been  combated  by  not  only  a  severe  and 
cruel,  but  also  a  dangerous  operation.  I  must  not,  however,  be 
understood  as  considering  the  operation  of  castration  so  essen- 
tially dangerous  to  life  as  to  deter  us  from  resorting  to  it,  in 
erases  where  inevitable  necessity  exists,  but  having  seen  more 
than  once  exceedingly  distressing  consequences  attend  its  per- 
formance, I  should  feel  but  little  disposed  to  urge  it,  where,  as 
will  appear,  a  much  more  simple  alternative  can  be  adopted  *. 

f  Mr  Lawrence  is  the  only  writer,  as  far  as  my  research  car- 
ries me,  who  has  noticed  this  disease,  and  that  it  is  unknown  to 
many,  and  those  surgeons  of  much  experience,  throughout  Ire* 
land,  is  equally  true,  as  oral  communications  have  fully  assured 
me.  As  to  the  parallel  cases  on  record,  or,  as  Mr  Lawrence 
calls  them,  '<  bearing  slight  analogy ^^  I  cannot  consider  them  at 
all  similar,  if  we  except  those  of  %  Sabatier  and  I  Bertrandi  %  and 
even  those  bear  so  very  little  similarity  as  to  form  no  rule  where- 
by future  practitioners  may  be  guided.  If,  then,  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  result  of  the  cases,  as  related  by  Mr  Lawrence,  and 
of  those  which  I  shall  now  have  to  adduce,  an  operation  of  so 
severe  a  nature  as  castration  appears  to  me  to  be,  can  be  avoided, 
much  advantage  must  accrue,  and  I  shall  feel,  that  in  eliciting  a 
reconsideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  not  been  idly  or  un- 
profitably  engaged.  The  first  of  the  following  cases  occurred, 
as  will  appear  by  the  narration,  some  time  since,  but,  as  I  did 
not  think  a  solitary  case  of  sufficient  importance  to  attract  atten- 
tion, I  laid  bv  the  report^  as  taken  at  the  time,  till  further  'ex- 
perience mignt  add  weight  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
their  results. 

Case 


*  I  recollect  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ferny^  now  a  private  in  the 
25th  Foot,  on  whom  the  operation  was  performed  by  the  late  Mr  M'Evoy  of 
Dublin,  (in  presence  of  Dr  Hartigan,  the  Professor  ot  Anatohiy  and  Surgery  in 
the  university,)  in  his  usual  correct  and  skilful  manner ;  notwithstandmg  the 
patient  with  difficulty  recovered  from  the  perilous  situation,  to  whicbt  by  in- 
cessant and  profuse  hsemorrhage^  he  was  reduced.  The  spermatic  artery  was 
correctly  included  in  the  ligature,  and  the  hsemorrhage  proceeded  from  the  ge« 
neral  wounded  surface. 

t  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumaly  No.  15,  p.  257* 

X  Memoires  de  l'Academie»  torn.  v. 

H  Memoires  de  1' Acaderoiei  torn,  iii* 


4i8  Dr  LiitleV  Cans  o/Diteasi  rfthe  Tour.  Oc 

Casb  I. — John  Collins,  a  respectable  £u:mer  lmi%  in  ^1 
neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  county  of  Limerick,  xt.  28^  of  stinc 
robust  make,  and,  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  this  disease,  a 
general  good  health,  in  the  month  of  August  1809»  consnkni  js  ^ 
on  the  subject  of  an  ulceration  of  the  right  testicle,  nader  vbki 
he  had  laboured  for  the  last  fourteen  months,  arising,  as  be 
stated,  from  an  hurt  he  received,  by  having  the  testicle  hmsd 
hy  a  fall  on  the  pommel  of  a  saddle,  in  a  plunge  of  his  bsnt 
After  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  testicle  inflamed  fis- 
lently,  but  the  inflammation,  after  a  short  time,  was  discsasec 
by  the  constant  use  of  cold  saturnine  applications  and  a  rigid  a^ 
tiphlogistic  treatment. 

He  was  not  long,  however,  permitted  to  enjoy  the  hcpe  c: 
being  perfectly  freed  from  the  consequences  of  the  injury  li 
had  received,  lor  a  recurrence  of  pain  deep-seated  in  the  test^ 
and  so  excessive  as  to  produce  nausea,  and  even  syncope  itac^i 
warned  him  of  the  approaching  evil.  The  body  of  the  testa 
now  became  enlarged  and  hardened  s  inflammation  had  risen  :& 
Serious  height,  and  matter  forming  between  the  tegument  a&c 
testiSf  spontaneously  discharged  itself  exactly  at  that  point  wka? 
we  apply  the  trocar  in  the  operation  for  hydrocele,  aflbrduf 
considerable,  nay,  entire  relief  from  pain  and  symptomatic  iem. 
In  the  course  of  the  ninth  or  tenth  day  from  the  bursting  of  diis 
abscess,  at  which  time  the  opening  appeared  florid,  and  disposed 
to  heal,  (the  testis  still  remaii^ng  irregularly  hardened  and  cs- 
larged),  a  fungous  growth  issued  forUi.  The  apothecary  wbo 
attended  having  in  view  the  destruction  of  it  by  caustic  applicsb* 
tions,  rubbed  it  repeatedly  with  the  sulphas  cupri,  dressing  i: 
with  the  unguentum  acetitis  cupri,  and  occarionally  with  the  os- 
gttentHm  hydrarg.  nitrate  making  use  of  cold  saturnine  ap- 
plications constancy  to  the  body  of  the  testis  itself;  but  in  vain 
did  he  attempt  to  repress  this  growth,  which,  unlike  the  fungus 
arising  from  other  luxuriant  ulcerations,  was  hard  and  incom- 
pressible, affording,  when  attempted  to  be  pressed  between  the 
finger  and  thumb,  the  same  sensation  as  that  arising  from  coo2- 
pression  of  the  testis.  Froni  this  time  to  that  in  which  he  con- 
sulted me,  it  apparently  continued  to  increase  in  ^ze,  until  it  be* 
capie  so  large  as  a  large  apple,  or  until  its  diameter  might  have 
been  about  three  inches  and  an  half  i  the  shape  somewhat  py- 
liform  I  the  base  placed  next  to  the  testicte,  with  a  small  n«i, 
the  diameter  of  ifirhich  might  be  an  inch  and  half,  but,  to  inspect 
which,  it  required  to  push  aside  the  base  of  the  tumor,  else,  at  a 
superficial  view,  it  would  seem  to  have  a  broad  attachment  to 
the  testicle ;  the  ulcerated  surface  was  of  course  considerable, 
and  the  discharge  large  in  quantityi  but  more  vispid  and  mrxcom 
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than  is  usual.  Ahhough  I  understood  from  the  patient  himself 
that  the  growth  could  by  no  means  be  repressed  by  caustic  ap- 
plications, as  he  considered  a  fair  trial  had  already  been  given  ■ 
them,  yet|  as  the  method  adopted  appeared  to  me  far  from  the 
most  active,  I  did  conceive  that  a  mocc  efiectual  use  might  be 
made  of  the  same  means,  and  urged,  in  consequence,  a  renewal 
of  their  use. 

I  began  with  the  hitras  hydr.  ruber,  which  I  sprinkled  over 
tiie  whole  surface  of  the  tumor  every  morning,  during  six  or  se- 
ven successive  rfayst  covering  it  with  dry  lint,  with  an  external 
dressing  of  the  wiuie  cerate.  Fiading,  however,  that,  although 
a  daily  eschar  was  separated  fram  die  iwigvs,  there  was  sdil  j» 
ground  gained  as  to  the  ultimate  removal  of  the  tumor,  while 
much  pain  and  irritation  were  produced,  I  determined  on  resort- 
ing to  the  nitras  argenti,  as  likely,  by  its  more  powerful  escharo- 
tic  action,  to  remove  a  greater  quantity,  and,  by  more  rapidly 
subduing  diseased  action,  to  produce  less  nervous  irritation  and 
pain.  In  ^he  hope  of  its  greater  efficacy,  I  was,  however,  de- 
ceived, and,  after  some  time,  I  felt  inclined  to  fly  to  the  aid  of 
operative  surgery,  which,  though  so  often  a  source  of  infinite 
benefit,  should,  in  every  case,  be  considered  a  dernier  resort,  on- 
ly to  be  employed  in  cases  of  the  most  imperative  necessity.  At 
this  moment  the  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  fell  into  my  handi,  in  which  I  found  the 
communication  of  Mr  Lawrence,  the  statement  of  whose  cases  is 
given  with  such  a  degree  of  perspicuity,  and  whose  practice, 
guided  by  a  just  and  rational  view  of  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
was  ;ittended  with  such  decidedly  advantageous  results,  as  can- 
not fail  to  impress  the  reader  with  a  sense  of  his  accurate  obser** 
vation,  and  induce  the  practitioner  to  follow  his  guidance^* 

My  conclusions  previous. to  the  reading  of  Mr  Lawrence's  va« 
luable  cases,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  disease,  «  as  to  its 
consisting  in  original  inflammation  of  the  body  of  the  testis,  and 
a  consequent  ulceration  of  the  external  tegument,  when,  the 
proper  coat  of  the  testis  becoming  ruptured,  the  body  of  the 
gland  protruded,  and  being  then  exposed,  gave  rise  to  the  hard 
fungous  enlargement  of  the  prolapsed  part,"  were  exactly  similar 
to  his  \  and,  although  in  the  use  of  escharotics,  it  appears  that  my 
success  was  not  equal  to  that  stated  in  his  cases,  still  I  was  re- 
volving in  my  mind  the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  excision  of 
the  protruding  part,  its  removal  by  ligature,  or  the  entire  removal 
of  the  testis  by  castration,  as  a  more  decisively  effectual  remedy. 
The  pendulous  state  of  the  tumor,  its  narrow  neck,  and  grea:t. 
vascularity,  would  seem  to  render  the  removal  by  ligature  th^ 
most  preferable,  but,  as  I  knew  of  no  precedent  to  sanction  the 
•  applicmtiot^ 
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application  of  a  -ligature  to  a  part  of  the  gland  itself,  and  feaiiif 
that  long-continu^  considerable  pain  might  attend  its  use  in  ±e 
first  insunce,  and  that,  in  all  probabtlityt  the  same  dispositioD  to 
fungous  growth  might .  reproduce  the  disease,  after  the  remofil 
of  a  part  of  the  gland,  thus  rendering  a  severe  remedy  at  hst 
but  nugatory,  I  hesitated  as  to  the  line  I  should  adopt : — Mr  Lzv^ 
rence's  cases,  however,  set  my  doubts  at  rest,  and  on  the 

16//^  Sept. — I  applied  a  strong  waxed  silk  ligature  round  tiic 
neck  of  the  tumor,  drawing  it  as  tight  as  I  conveniently  cosid, 
without  absolutely  cutting  through  the  substance  of  it.  The 
surface,  before  florid,  began  now  to  look  livid,  and  full  of  bbodt 
which  oozed  from  it  at  different  points.  I  applied  a  superfidai 
dressing  over  all,  had  him  put  to  bed,  and  an  opiate  adminisur- 
ed,  as  he  complained  of  violent  pain  shooting  up  along  the  Idie 
of  the  spermatic  nerves  to  the  kidneys. 

The  pain  during  the  night  was  considerable,  and,  on  exanos* 
ing  the  tumor  on  the  following  morning,  it  looked  evidently  as 
if  the  circulation  had  been  so  far  arrested  as  to  hasten  fast  in 
progress  to  decay. 

19/A, — ^Thc  ligature  feeling  somewhat  loose,  I  removed  it, 
applying  another,  which  I  drew  as  tight  as  possible,  and  fooad 
that  it  reduced  the  diameter  of  the  neck  of  the  tumor  to  kss 
than  one  inch.     On  the 

22</,— Finding  this  second  ligature  loose,  I  weighed  the  pro- 
priety  of  finishing  the  removal  by  the  knife,  which  was  effirct* 
ed  with  very  slight  haemorrhage  indeed  ;  and  now,  by  the  use  o( 
adhesive  straps,  and  the  use  of  the  sulphat  of  copper,  (whkH 
appears  to  possess  a  specific  power  in  cicatrization,)  the  sore  vss 
finally  healed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  leaving  a  depressed 
cicatrit,  the  size  of  a  small  silver  fourpenny-piece,  the  rcmais(ia 
of  the  testis  being  irregularly  indurated,  and  of  that  kind  of 
shape  as  if  a  portion  had  been  removed,  the  spermatic  cord  re- 
maining apparently  perfectly  unafiectcd.  From  the  first  applica- 
tion of  the  ligature,  the  local  soreness  and  pain  were  infinicdj 
less  than  before,  (although  from  the  first  bursting  of  the  abscess 
it  was  rather  dull  and  unpleasant  than  acute,)  the  only  inconvt- 
nience  appearing  to  arise  from  the  adoption  of  it  as  a  remedy, 
was  a  shooting  pain  up  to  the  kidneys,  frequently,  indeed,  se- 
vere, but  generally  palliated  (if  not  allayed)  by  the  opiates  he  was 
ordered  each  night  durbg  the  cure* 

Case  II. — John  Martin,  drummer,  89th  regiment  of  foot,  xta. 
23,  a  small  man,  but  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  disease,  as 
stated  in  the  sequel,  of  a  strong  healthy  constitution.  When  in 
Guernsey,  about  two  years  seven  months  since,  had  been  aftct- 
<d  with,  primary  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  (chancre),  which,  un- 
der 
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der  the  use  of  mercurial  frictions,  in  the  course  of  little  more 
than  a  week,  yielded,  and  he  was  discharged  to  his  duty  as  cur« 
ed*    In  the  course  of  eighteen  months  afterwards,  he  felt  a  sore- 
ness in  his  throat,  and  says  an  ulcer  appeared  there,  continued 
for  some  time,  and  at  last,  under  the  use  of  medicines,  which 
he  believes  to  have  been  mercurials,  it  healed.     He  was  now  a 
second  time  discharged  to  his  duty,  which  he  continued  doing 
till  within  about  seven  months  since,  when  his  right  testicle  be* 
coming  spontaneously  painful,  it  inflamed,  became  red,  enlarged, 
and  hard,  attended  with  severe  shooting  pain  along  the  cord 
(which  shared  also  in  the  enlargement)  up  to  the  loins,  and  with 
sickness  at  stomach.     He  was  at  this  time  in  the  city  of  Glo. 
cester,  and  under  the  care  of  a  military  medical  officer  there. 
Poultices  were  now  recommended,  and  the  patient  was  under 
an  irregular  course  of  mercurial  friction,  as  well  as  an  internal 
use  of  saline  preparations,  under  the  conception,  I  suppose,  of 
the  disease  being  connected  with  the  former  iU-treated  symptoms  . 
of  syphilis  he  laboured  under.     Matter  now  formed,  fluctuation 
appeared  evident,  and  a  discharge  by  puncture  of  a  lancet  was 
proposed,  acceded  to,  and  performed.     The  most  excruciating 
pain  was  produced  by  the  puncture,  insomuch  that  the  patient 
fainted  ^  a  small  quantity  of  bloody  serum  distilled  from  the 
opening,  and  in  the  course  of  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  a 
whitish  substance,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  shot  out  of  the  open- 
ing, unattended,   however,  with  pain,  which  seemed  to   have 
altogether  disappeared  since  the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the 
abscess,  and  having,  to  the  patient*s  ideas,  the  appearance  of  the 
testis,  in  which  opinion  his  attendant  coincided  j  and  that  they 
were  both  correct  in  their  conclusion  I  have  every  reason  to  de- 
clare.    The  protruding  tumor  appeared,  for  the  course  of  two 
months,  during  which  the  patient  remained  in  Glocester,  to  be 
on  the  increase  gradually,  which  indeed  the  inertness  of  the 
practice  adopted  seemed  to  contribute  to,  as  the  only  external  • 
application  made  use  of  was  the  unguentum  hy dr.  fort,  as  a  dres- 
sing ;  and  internally,  an  irregular  and  occasional  use  of  mercu- 
rial pills.     A  sick  fourlough,  permitting  him  to  return  to  his 
friends  in  Ireland,  under  the  impression,  I  suppose,  that  the 
malady  had  gained  an  incurable  height,  was  procured ;  and  at 
the  expiration  of  five  months  from  the  time  of  the  puncture  be- 
ing  made,  he  was  seen  in  Eniscorthy,  Ireland,  by  Dr  Poole,  the 
suflF  surgeon  of  the  district,  then  on  a  tour  of  inspection.     Un- 
willing to  see  this  creature  fall  a  victim  to  the  treatment  he  had 
experienced,  Dr  Poole  ordered  him   into  the  general  hospital  in 
W^terford,  under  his  own  immediate  inspection,  where,  as  the 
result  proved,  th«  natural  fruit  of  well  directed  professional  skill 

Vras 
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was  so  abundantly  to  be  reaped.  On  his  admission  to  the  gere- 
ral  hospital  of  Waterford,  his  constitution  appeared  to  Ian 
sufiered  much.  The  fungous  growth  from  the  testis,  to  vhtd 
it  was  broadly  connected,  and  of  which  it  seemed  to  form  a  prt, 
had  reached  the  size  of  a  clenched  fist,  with  a  flattened  mush- 
room head,  florid,  and  discharging  an  healthy  matter,  but  nicf? 
mucous  and  viscid  than  common  pus,  and  although  it  was  va 
of  the  same  pendulous  shape  as  in  the  former  case,  stiD  Dr 
Po(de  meditated  on  the  practicability  of  removing  it  bj  ligatBte, 
which  would  have  been  attended  with  facility  ;  but  here  feif 
feelings  were  exactly  similar  to  mine,  when,  considering  tb; 
propriety  of  similar  treatment  in  the  former  case,  he  drcaW 
the  constitutional  afiection  he  might  produce  *.  The  firm  unyii^ 
ing  texture  of  the  tunica  albuginea  testis  was  well  known  e: 
him  \  and  as  arterial  ligatures  are  so  long  retained,  where  nenm 
are  included,  the  analogical  inference  was  by  no  means  unfxr, 
that  in  this  case  a  ligature  must  be  long  retained.  He  thereiba 
trusted  to  the  use  of  escharoties,  in  the  use  of  whicji,  for  ^ 
course  of  a  fortnight  after  admission,  he  studiously  persisted; 
and  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  venereal  taint,  although  not  at 
the  moment  apparent,  might  still  be  lurking  in  a  constitution  S3 
ill  secured  against  its  recurrence,  he  precribed  a  gentle  course  d 
mercury,  directing  the  mnssa  pil.  hyd.  to  be  used  in  such  qcas- 
titles  as  to  affect  the  mouth  slightly,  desisting  from  its  use  yAx^ 
its  effects  were  too  severely  felt,  and  recurring  to  it  so  as  to  keep 
up  a  constant  gentle  mercurial  action  for  some  time. 

The  escharotics  here  employed  were  the  nitrate  of  sUver,  rfir 
red  precipitate,  and  the  sulphate  of  copperi  but  none  seem  to 
exert  any  influence  in  diminishing  the  growth,  although  a  slough 
each  day  was  cast  from  the  whole  surface,  until  the  constituticB: 
became  affected  by  the  mercury.  The  fungous  growth  now 
daily  and  rapidly  diminished,  until  at  last  it  seemed  to  shrink 
within  the  surrounding  surface  of  the  teguments,  and  at  thk 
time  there  remains  a  depression  about  the  size  of  a  fivepenn? 
piece ;  the  surface  still  ulcerated,  but  healing  rapidly ;  the  testis 
is  diminished  in  size  by  one  half,  and  is  of  thai  semi-rotund 
shape,  as  if  it  wanted  its  anterior  half }  the  teguments  adhericf 
closely,  the  spermatic  cord  perfectly  natural,  and  his*  constitu- 
tional health  better  than  since  the  first  attack  of  the  venereii 
disease,  now  two  years  and  seven  months  ago. 

That  this  disease  had  some  conneetion  with  the  original  vene- 
real affection,  many  will  be  disposed  to  doubt,  and  the  influesce 
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of  mercuFjr,  under  which  the  disease  so  speedily  subsided,  will 
not  by  them  be  considered  proof  sufficient  to  controvert  their 
supposition,  while  the  general  utility  attending  an  alterative 
course  in  common  ulcerations,  sore  legs,  &c*  will  seem  to  abet 
their  conclusion.  However,  that  there  was  some  relic  of  sy- 
philitic virus  I  am  inclined  to  think ;  and  that  the  mercurial 
course  was  not  hastily  or  inconsiderately  resorted  to,  the  result 
proves  y  and  as  a  further,  though  a  negative  proof,  the  origin  of 
this  disease  was  not,  as  in  the  greater  number  of  Mr  Lawrence's 
cases,  founded  in  external  accident  or  injury,  and  could  be 
traced  to  nought  but  a  depraved  or  tainted  habit. 

For  the  latter  of  those  cases  I  am  indebted  to  Dr  Poole's  kind^ 
ness,  who,  with  that  readiness  which  characterizes  the  lover  of , 
science  and  of  man,  afforded  me  every  information  required, 
and  whose  views  of  the  case  being  in  exact  unison  with  those 
which  had  more  than  three  years  since  been  mine,  stamp  that 
truth  and  validity  on  the  conclusions  which  long  experience, 
and  attentive  observation  must  ever  contribute  to  establish. 

Waterford^  February  8th  1812. 
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Tie  Croonian  Lecture^  on  some  Physiological  Researches f  respecting 
the  injtuence  of  the  Brain  on  the  Action  of  the  Hearty  and  on  the 
Generation  of  Animal  Heat.    By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.  F.R.S^ 

Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  different  Modes  in  which  Death 
is  produced  by  certain  vegetable  Poisons.  By  B.  C.  Brodib,  Esq. 
F.  R.  S.  Communicated  by  the  Society  for  promoting  the  Knowledge 
of  Animal  Chemist  ry* 

Further  Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  Action  of  Poisons  on  the 
Animal  System,  By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  Communicated 
to  the  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Animal  Chemistry^  and  by  them 
to  the  Royal  Society* 

MR  Brodie's  papers  are  of  that  nature,  which  we  consider  well 
calculated  to  furnish  a  series  of  interesting  extracts.     We 

wish 
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wish,,  at  present,  merely  to  put  our  readers  in  poat^abn  of  :k 
facts  and  opinions  contained  in  them.  Hereafter  they  may  be- 
come the  subject  of  critical  fliscuseion. 

**  In  making  experiments  on  animals  to  ascertain  how  far  the  it- 
fluence  of  the  brain  is  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  I  fbs^ 
that  when  an  animal  was  pithed  by  diyiding  the  spinal  mairov  b 
the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  respiration  was  immediately  destroy 
but  ^e  heart  still  continued  to  contract,  circulating  dark-ooloBRd 
blood,  and  that,  in  some  instances,  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  elapsed 
before  its  action  had  entirely  ceased.  I  further  found  chat  when  ik 
head  was  removed,  the  divided  blood-vessels  being  secured  bj  ai- 
gature,  the  circulation  still  continued,  apparently  unaffected  by  tk 
entire  separation  of  the  brain.  These  experiments  confirmed  tb 
observations  of  Mr  Cruickshank  *  and  M.  Bich^t  f ,  that  the  brab 
is  not  directly  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  that  v^ssi 
the  functions  of  the  brain  are  destroyed,  the  circulation  ceases  ody 
in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  respiration.  This  led  me  to  o:^ 
elude,  that,  if  respiration  was  produced  artificially,  the  heart  wooli 
continue  to  contract  for  a  still  longer  period  of  time,  after  the  it- 
moval  of  the  brain.  The  truth  of  this  conclusion  was  ascenaiocd 
by  the  following  experiment. 

^Experiment  1. — I  divided  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  rabbit  m  the 
space  between  the  occiput  and  atlas,  and  having  made  an  opening 
into  the  trachea,  fitted  into  it  a  tube  of  elastic  gum,  to  which  wit 
connected  a  small  pair  of  bellows,  so  constructed  that  the  lungs 
might  be  inflated,  and  then  allowed  to  empty  themselves.  By  re- 
peating this  process  once  in  five  seconds,  the  lungs  being  each  uck 
fully  inflated  with  fresh  atmospheric  air,  an  artificial  respiration  was 
kept  up.  I  then  secured  the  blood-vessels  in  the  neck,  and  remoTcd 
the  head  by  cutting  through  the  soft  parts  above  the  ligature,  aod 
separating  the  occiput  from  the  atlas.  The  heart  continued  to  con- 
tract, apparently  with  as  much  strength  and  frequency  as  in  a  llrisg 
animal.  1  examined  the  blood  in  the  different  sets  of  vess^  asd 
found  it  dark-coloured  in  the  venae  cavae  and  pulmonary  artery,  and 
of  the  usual  florid  red  colour  in  the  pulmonary  veins  and  aorta.  At 
die  end  of  twenty-five  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  spinal  mairov 
being  divided,  the  action  of  the  heart  became  fainter,  and  die  expe. 
riment  was  put  an  end  to. 

"  With  a  view  to  promote  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Society  tcr 
promoting  the  knowledge  of  animal  chemistry  respecting  the  influeDce 
of  the  nerves  on  the  secretions :(,  I  endeavoured  to  ascertain  whethet 
they  continued  after  the  influence  of  the  brain  was  removed.  In  th^ 
commencement  of  the  experiment,  I  emptied  the  bladder  of  its  can- 

tents 
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tents  by  pressure ;  at  the  end  of  the  experiment  the  bladder  continued 
empty. 

"This  experiment  led  me  to  conclude,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
'might  be  made  to  continue  after  the  brain  ^as  removed,  by  means 
of  artificial  respiration,  but  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  se. 
cretion  of  urine  did  not  take  place." 

The  same  results  were  obtained  on  repeating  the  experiment  on 
a  middle-aged  dog,  and  on  another  rabbit. 

"In  the  two  last  experiments  the  animals  cooled  very  rapidly,  not- 
withstanding the  blood  appeared  to  undergo  the  usual  changes  in  the 
lungs,  and  1  was  therefore  induced  to  doubt  whether  the  above-men. 
ttoned  opinion  respecting  the  source  of  animal  heat  is  correct.  No 
positive  conclusions,  however,  could  be  deduced  from  these  experi- 
ments. If  animal  heat  depends  on  the  changes  produced  on  the 
blood  by  the  air  in  respiration,  its  being  ket>t  up  to  the  natural 
standard,  or  otherwise,  must  depend  on  the  quantity  of  air  inspired, 
and  on  the  quantity  of  blood  passing  through  the  lungs  in  a  given 
space  of  time;  in  other  words,  it  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  fulness 
and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  the  fulness  and  frequency  of  the 
Inspirations.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  these  circumstances/' 

In  experiments  4, 5,  and  6,  the  heat  of  the  animal  sunk  rapidly 
notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  respiration  ;  and,  by  com« 
parison,  it  appeared,  that  not  only  no  heat  was  generated  in 
rabbits,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial 
respiration,  but  that  they  cooled  even  more  rapidly  than  dead 
rabbits.  The  seventh  experiment,  from  which  we  extract  some 
of  the  details,  proves  the  same  thing. 

**  I  procured  two  large  full  grown  rabbits  of  the  same  colour,  and 
so  nearly  equal  in  size,  that  no  difference  could  be  detected  by  the 
eye. 

<*The  temperature  of  the  room  was  57°,  and  the  heat  in  the  rectum 
of  each  rabbit,  previous  to  the  experiment,  was  'lOCXr* 

^*  I  divided  the  spinal  marrow  in  one  of  them,  produced  artificial 
respiration,  and  removed  the  head  after  having  secured  the  vessels 
in  the  neck.  The  artificial  respirations  were  made  about  35  times 
in  a  minute. 

<<  During  the  first  hour  the  heart  contracted  144  times  in  a 
minute. 

**  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  1 36 
in  a  minute,  and  it  continued  the  same  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a 
half.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  pulse  had  fallen 
to  90  in  a  minute,  and  the  arfificial  respiration  was  not  continued 
after  this  period. 

^  The  temperature  of  the  room  being  the  same,  the  second  rab- 
bit ^was  killed  by  dividing  the  spinal  marrow,  and  the  temperature 
fras  examined  at  corresponding  periods. 
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«  The  following  ublc  will  shew  the  comparative  tempcramrt  a 

t 

^he  two  animals  at  corresponding  periods. 

Rabbit  with  artificial  respiration. 

DeadRabbk. 

Time. 

Therm,  in  the 

Themu  in  the 

Tbengoometer  in|Tlicin.ii'i: 

Reaum. 

the  Rectum. 

PencsB* 

Before  the     l 
Experiment  $ 

lOOf 

lOOi^ 

1 

30  min. 

97 

99 

45  — 

95i 

98 

60  — 

94 

96t 

■ 

75  — 

92 

95 

90  — 

91 

9* 

100  — 

904 

.    87i                     93            1 

ftH^ 

«In  this  experiment,  the  thorax,  even  in  the  dead  animal,  cooled 
more  rapidly  than  the  abdomen.  This  is  to  be  explamedby^ 
difference  in  the  bulk  of  these  two  parts.  The  rabbits  in  which  te 
circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  respiration^  cooled  moren- 
pidly  than  the  dead  rabbit,  but  the  difference  was  more  percepcifaas 
in  the  thorax  than  in  the  rectum.  This  is  what  might  be  & 
pected,  if  the  productiou  of  animal  heat  does  not  depend  oo  ig- 
piration,  since  the  cold  air,  by  which  the  lungs  were  infiated*  is^^ 
necessarily  have  abstracted  a  certain  quantity  of  heat,  particobHf 
as  its  influence  was  communicated  to  all  parts  of  the  bodys  ioco^ 
quence  of  the  continuance  of  respiration. 

'*It  was  suggested  that  some  animal  heat  might  have  been  geaent- 
ed,  though  so  small  in  quantity  as  not  to  counterbalance  the  cooliiu; 
powers  of  the  air  thrown  into  die  lungs.  It  is  difiicult  or  imposshis 
to  ascertain,  with  perfect  accuracy,  \mat  effect  cold  air  thrown  ica 
the  lungs  would  have  on  the  temperature  of  an  animal  under  t» 
circumstances  of  the  last  experiment,  independently  of  any  chemicil 
action  on  the  blood  ;  since,  if  no  chemical  changes  were  prodoced 
the  circulation  could  not  be  maintained,  and  if  the  circulation  ceaset; 
the  cooling  properties  of  the  air  must  be  more  confined  to  thetboriSi 
and  not  communicated  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  more  distant  p^^ 
The  following  experiment  however  was  instituted,  as  likely  to  aicr<i 
a  nearer  approximaticm  to  the  truth,  than  any  other  that  could  ^ 
devised. 

^^Exfieriment  8< — I  procured  two  rabbits  of  the  same  size  and  ctk(f^\ 
the  temperatuie  of  the  room  was  64^.  I  killed  one  of  them  by  ^ 
viding  the  spinal  marrow,  and  immediately,  having  made  an  opecs^; 
into  die  left  side  of  the  thorax,  1  tied  a  ligature  round  the  based 
the  heart,  so  as  to  stop  the  circulation.  The  wound  in  the  skin  vas 
closed  by  a  suture.  An  opening  was  then  made  into  the  trachea^ 
and  the  apparatus  for  artificial  respiration  being  fitted  into  it,  tbs 
lungs  were  intlated«and  then  allowed  to  collapse  as  in  the  former  es- 

8  perixDee:t 


1813.  Mr  Brodie's  Experiments  and  Observatiens. 


4SI 


periment,  about  36  times  in  a  minute.  7  his  was  continued  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  the  temperature  was  examined  at  diflfere;it 
periods.  The  temperature  of  the  room  being  the  same,  I  killed  the 
second  rabbit  in  the  same  manner,  and  measured  the  temperature 
at  corresponding  periods.  1  he  comparative  temperature  of  the  two 
dead  animals,  under  these  circumstances,  will  be  seen  in  the  foUowini^ 
table.  ,  ^ 


Dead  Rabbit  whose  luogs  were 

Dead  Rabbit  whose  lungs  were 

inflated. 

not  inflated. 

Time. 

Therm,  in  the 

Therm,  in  the 

Therm,  in  the 

Therm,  in  the 

Rectum. 

Thorax. 

Rectum. 

Thorax. 

Before  the  Ex- 

periment. 

100 

100 

30  min. 

97 

98 

4-5  — 

95i 

96 

60  — 

9* 

94i 

75  — 

92t 

93 

90  — 

91 

86 

91t 

88i 

**In  this  last  experiment,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  two  rabbits,  at  the  end  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  in  the  rectum  was  half  a  degree,  and  in  the  thorax 
two  degrees  and  a  half ;  whereas,  in  the  preceding  experiments  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  difference  in  the  rectam  was 
2f  degrees,  and  in  the  thorax  3  degrees.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
the  rabbit,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial 
respiration,  cooled  more  rapidly,  on  the  whole,  than  the  rabbit  whose 
lungs  were  inflated  in  the  same  manner  after  the  circulation  had 
ceased.  This  is  what  inig|||t  be  expected  if  no  heat  was  produced  by 
the  chemical  action  of  the  air  on  the  blood  ;  since,  in  the  last  case^ 
the  cold  air  was  always  applied  to  the  same  surfeice,  but,  in  the 
former,  it  was  applied  always  to  fresh  portions  of  blood t  by  which 
its  cooling  powers  were  communicated  to  the  more  distant  parts  of 
the  body. 

"  In  the  experiments  formerly  detailed,  where  the  circulation  was 
maintained  by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  after  the  head  was  re- 
xnoved,  I  observed  that  the  blood,  in  its  passage  through  the  lungs, 
was  altered  from  a  dark  to  a  scarlet  colour,  and  hence  I  was  led  to 
conclude,  that  the  action  of  the  air  produced  m  it  changes  analogous 
to  those  which  occur  under  ordinary  circumstances.  1  have  lately, 
with  the  assistance  of  my  friend  Mr  W.  Brande,  made  the  following 
experiment,  which  appears  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  conclusion. 

**An  elastic  gum  bottle,  having  a  tube  and  stop-cock  connected 
with  it,  was  filled  with  about  a  pint  of  oxygen  gas.  The  spinal 
marrow  was  divided  in  the  neck  of  a  young  rabbit,  and  the  blood. 
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vessels  having  been  secured,  the  bead  ,was  removed,  and  the  circala- 
tton  was  maintained  by  inflating  the  lungs  with  atmospheric  air  for 
five  minutes,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  tube  of  the  ^am  bottle  was 
inserted  into  the  trachea,  and  carefully  secured  by  a  ligature,  so  that 
no  air  might  escape.  By  making  pressure  on  the  gum  bottle,  the 
gas  was  made  to  pass  and  repass  into  and  from  the  lungs  about  90 
times  in  a  minute.  At  first,  the  heart  acted  one  hundred  and  twenty 
times  in  a  minute,  with  regularity  and  strength  ;  the  thermometer 
in  the  rectum  rose  to  100^.  At  the  end  of  an  hour,  the  heart  acted 
as  frequently  as  before,  but  more  feebly ;  the  blood  in  the  arteries 
was  very  little  more  florid  than  that  in  the  veins  ;  the  thermometer 
in  the  rectum  had  fallen  to  93^.  The  gum  bottle  was  then  removed. 
On  causing  a  stream  of  the  gas,  which  it  contained,  to  pass  through 
lime-water,  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid  was  indicated  by  the  liquid 
being  instantly  rendered  turbid.  The  proportion  of  carbonic  acid 
was  not  accurately  determined ;  but  it  appeared  to  form  about  one- 
half  of  the  quantity  of  gas  in  the  bottle. 

^  I  have  selected  the  above  from  a  great  number  of  similar  experi- 
ments, which  it  would  be  needless  to  detail.  It  is  sufficient  to  state 
that  the  general  resiilts  were  always  the  same ;  and  that  whether  the 
pulse  was  frequent  or  slow,  full  or  small,  or  whether  the  respi- 
rations were  frequent  or  otherwise,  there  was  no  perceptible  difference 
in  the  cooling  of  the  animal. 
**  From  the  whole  we  may  deduce  the  following  conclusions : 
<*  1.  The  influence  of  the  brain  is  not  directly  necessary  to  the  action 
of  the  heart. 

**  2.  When  tlie  brain  is  injured  or  removed,  the  action  of  the  heart 
ceases,  only  because  respiration  is  under  lits  influence,  and  if,  under 
these  circumstances,  respiration  is  artificially  produced^  the  circula- 
tion will  still  continue. 

**  S.  When  the  influence  of  the  brain  is  cut  ofiF,  the  secretion  of  urine 
appears  to  cease,  and  no  heat  is  generated ;  notwithstanding  the 
functions  of  respiration,  and  the  circulation  of  the  blood  continue  to 
be  performed,  and  the  usual  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the  Uood 
are  produced  in  the  lungs. 

**  4.  When  the  air  respired  is  colder  than  the  natural  temperature  of 
the  animal,  the  eflPect  of  respiration  is  not  to  generate,  but  to  diminish 
animal  heat." 

On  the  Action  of  Poisons. 

Mr  Brodie's  object,  in  these  experiments,  was  to  ascertain  in 
what  manner  certain  substances  act  on  the  animal  system,  so 
as  to  occasion  death  independently  of  mechanical  injury,  and 
especially,  on  which  of  the  vital  organs  the  poison  employed 
exercises  its  primary  influence,  and  through  what  medium  that 
organ  becomes  affected.  In  some  experiments,  the  poison  was 
applied  internally,  that  is,  to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
ngue  and  alimentary  canal,  and  in  othento  wounded  surfaces. 
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jl/cohoL'^TheTe  are  four  experiments  with  alcohol  injected  into 
the  stomach  of  rabbits.    The  third  will  suffice  as  an  example. 

**Exfi.  3.— Seven  drams  of  proof  spirits  were  injected  into  the  stomach 
of  a  younger  rabbit.  Two  minutes  afterwards,  he  evidently  was 
affected  by  the  spirits,  and  in  three  minutes  more,  he  lay  on  one  side 
motionless  and  insensible.  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  weie  perfectly 
dilated  ;  there  were  occasional  slight  convulsive  motions  of  the  ex« 
tremities ;  the  respiration  was  laborious,  it  was  gradually  performed 
at  longer  and  longer  intervals,  and  at  the  end  of  an  hour  And  fifteen 
minutes  had  entirely  ceased.  Two  minutes  after  the  animal  was 
apparently  dead,  I  opened  into  the  thorax,  and  found  the  heart  actine 
with  moderate  force  and  frequency,  circulating  dark-coloured  bloo£ 
I  introduced  a  tube  into  the  trachea,  and  produced  artificial  respira- 
tion by  inflating  the  lungs,  and  found  that  by  these  means  the  action 
of  the  heart  might  be  Icept  up  to  the  natural  sUndard,  as  in  an 
animal  from  whom  the  head  is  removed. 

«*  It  would  kpf^^from  the  experiments  which  I  have  just  detailed, 
that  the  sym^m^s,^>{A^uced  by  a  large  quantity  of  spirits  taken  into 
the  stomach,* 'arise  entirely  from  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the 
brain.  The  qc^tlpjlete  insensibifity  to  external  impressions,  the  dila« 
tation  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes,  and  the  loss  of  motion  indicate,  that 
the  functions  of  this  organ  are  suspended ;  respiration,  which  is  under 
its  intluence,  is  ill  performed,  and  at  last  altogether  ceases ;  while  the 
heart,  to  the  action  of  which  the  brain  is  not  directly  necessary,  con- 
tinues to  contract,  circulating  dark-coloured  blood  for  some  time 
afterwards. 

**  There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  the  symptoms  arising  from 
spirits  taken  internally,  and  those  produced  by  injuries  of  the  brain* 

**  Concussion  of  the  brain,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  slight- 
est degree  of  injury,  occasions  a  state  of  mind  resembling  intoxica- 
tion, and  the  resemblance,  in  some  instances,  is  so  complete,  that  the 
most  accurate  observer  cannot  form  a  diagnosis,  except  from  the 
history  of  the  case.  Pressure  on  the  brain,  which  is  a  more  ^vere 
injury  than  concussion,  produces  loss  of  motion,  insensibility,  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils ;  respiration  becomes  laboured  and  stertorous,  is 
performed  at  long  intervals,  and  at  last  altogether  ceases,  and  the 
patient  dies. 

**  It  forms  an  interesting  matter  of  inquiry,  whether  spirits,  when 
taken  into  the  stomach,  produce  their  effects  on  the  brain  by  being 
absorbed  into  the  circulation,  or  in  consequence  of  the  sympaUiy  that 
exists  between  these  organs  by  means  of  the  nerves.  The  following 
circumstances  lead  me  to  conclude  that  they  act  in  the  last  of  these 
two  ways. 

<«  J.  In  experiments  where  animals  have  been  killed  by  the 
injection  of  spirits  into  the  stomach,  I  have  found  this  organ  to  bear 
the  marks  of^  great  inflammation,  but  never  found  any  jpreternatural 
appearances  whatever  in  the  brain.  3.  The  effects  of  spirits  taken 
into  the  stomachj  in  the  last  expeximenti  (No«  4w)  were  so  instanta- 
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neonst  that  it  appears  impossible  that  absorption  should  have  taka 
pliice  before  they  were  produced.     3,  A  persop  who  is  intoxicated  6^ 

quently  becomes  suddenly  sober  after  vomiting.  4.  In  the  experinKitJ 
which  I  have  just  related,  I  mixed  tincture  of  rhubarb  ^-ith  the  spirb, 
knowing,  from  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home  and  Mr  VTilliam  Brands, 
thatthis,  when  absorbed  into  the  circulation,  was  readily  separated  fr:® 
the  blood  by  the  kidneys,  and  that  very  small  quantities  ^li?htbec^ 
tected  in  the  urine  by  the  addition  of  potash  ;  but,  though  I  or? 
failed  to  find  urine  in  the  bladder,  I  never  detected  rhubarb  in  it 

*'  The  including  the  termination  of  the  thoracic  duct  in  a  Ugatr! 
does  not  prevent  spirits,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  from  fnoa^ 
cing  their  usual  effects  on  the  nervous  system ;  but  subsequent  obsff- 
rations,  which  Mr  Hume  has  already  communicated  to  diis  Sodetr, 
have  shewn  that  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  this  eipcrimex" 

The  effects  of  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  the  juice 
of  the  leaves  of  aconite,  were  similar  to  those  of  alcohol ;  as  weR 
likewise  those  of  the  empyreumatic  oil  of  to^^^  But  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  infusion  of  this  last  narcoji^.cb^^^i  seemed  s) 
act  on  totally  different  principles.  ..>  a\k  ^ 

**Exp.  8.— Four  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  weWtt^fected  into  'h 
rectum  of  a  dog.  Four  minutes  afterwards  he  retched,  but  did  tot 
vomit ;  he  then  became  faint,  and  lay  motionless  on  one  side ;  at  ^ 
end  of  nine  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  injection,  the  heart  ccd^ 
not  be  felt  ;  he  gasped  for  breath  at  long  intervals  ;  and  in  anodtf 
minute  there  was  no  appearance  whatever  of  life.  I  immediatdy 
laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen.  The  heart  vas 
much  distended,  and  had  entirely  ceased  to  contract ;  there  v^s  to 
peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines. 

*^Exp,  1 1 . — Three  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  is*^ 
the  rectum  of  a  dog.  Immediately  there  took  place  tremulous  cca- 
tractions  of  the  voSmtary  muscles.  Five  minutes  afterwards,  the 
injection  was  repeated  in  the  same  quantity  The  dog  then  wi« 
sick,  and  threw  np  some  of  the  infusion,  with  other  matter,  from  tbf 
stomach  ;  he  became  faint,  and  died  ten  minutes  after  the  seco&i 
injection.  Immediately  after  respiration  had  ceiased,  I  opened  tbe 
thorax,  and  found  the  heart  extremely  distended,  and  without  a&y 
evident  contraction,  except  of  the  appendix  of  the  right  auricle,  which 
every  now  and  then  contracted  in  a  slight  degree. ,  I  divided  ^ 
pericardium  on  the  right  side.  In  consequence  of  the  extreme  di$^ 
tension  of  the  heart,  mis  could  not  be  done  without  irriuiing  tbe 
fibres  with  ftie  point  of  the  scalpel.  Inunediately  both  auricles  ai^ 
ventricles  began  to  contract  with  considerable  force,  so  as  fo  restcr^ 
the  circulation.  Artificial  respiration  was  produced,  and  die  circo- 
lation  was  kept  up  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  beyond  whkh  orce 
the  experiment  Wa^  not  continued. 

**  We  may  conclude  from  these  experiments,  that  the  effect  c^the 
infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestine  of  a  living  animali 
is  to  destroy  the  action  of  the  hean»  stopping  the  circulauoo,  and 
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prodacing  syncope.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
reased  even  before  the  animal  bad  ceased  to  respire;  and  this  was 
:onfirmed  by  another  experinienty  in  which,  in  a  dog  kiUed  by  the 
infusion  of  tobacco,  I  found  the  cavities  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart 
to  contain  scarlet  blood,  while  in  those  of  the  right  side  the  blood 
wras  dark-coloured.  This  poison,  therefore,  differs  materially  from 
dcohol,  the  essential  oil  of  almonds,  and  the  iuice  of  aconite,  which 
save  no  direct  influence  on  the  action  of  the  neart.  The  infusion  of 
»bacco  renders  the  heart  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  but 
t  does  nof  altogether  destroy  the  power  of  muscular  contraction* 
since  the  heart  resumed  its  action  in  one  instance  on  the  divi^^ion  of 
^he  pericardium,  and  I  have  found  that  the  voluntary  muscles  of  an 
inimal  killed  by  this  poison,  are  as  readily  stimulated  to  contract  by 
the  influence  of  the  Voltaic  battery,  as  if  it  had  been  killed  in  any 
dther  manner.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  the  infusion  of 
tobacco  destroys  the  action  of  the  heart,  it  appears  to  destroy  also 
the  functions  of  the  brain,  since  these  did  not  return  in  the  last  ex- 
periment ;  although  the  circulation  was  restored^  and  kept  nip  by 
artificial  respiration. 

<*  Since  there  is  no  direct  communication  between  the  intestinal 
canal  and  the  heart,  I  was  at  flrst  induced  to  suppose  that  t(ie  latter 
becomes  affected  in  consequence  of  the  infusion  being  conveyed  into 
the  blood  by  absorption.  Some  circumstances  in  the  following  ex* 
periment  have  since  led  me  to  doubt  whether  this  is  the  case. 

*<  Exfi.  12. — In  a  dog  whose  head  was  removed,  I  kept  up  the  cir- 
culation by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  in  the  manner  already 
described  in  the  account  of  some  experiments,  which  I  lately  com- 
municated to  this  Society.     I  then  injected  into  the  stomach  and 
intestines  nine  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco.    At  the  time  of  the 
injection,  the  body  of  the  animal  lay  perfectly  quiet  and  motionless 
on  the  table:  the  heart  acted  regularly  one  hundred  times  in  a 
minute.    Ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  in  a  minute ;  the  peristaltic  motion  pf  the  intestines  was 
much  increased,  and  the  voluntary  muscles  in  every  part  of  the  body 
were  thrown  into  repeated  and  violent  spasmodic  action.    The  joints 
of  the  extremities  were  alternately  bent  and  extended  ;  the  muscles 
of  the  spine,  abdomen,  and  tail,  alternately  relaxed  and  contracted, 
so  as  to  turn  the  whole  animal  from  one  side  to  the  other.     I  have ' 
observed,  in  other  instances,  spasmodic  actions  of  the  muscles,  where 
the  circulation  was  kept  up  by  artificial  respiration,  after  the  removal 
of  the  head,  but  not  at  all  to  be  compared,  either  in  strength  or 
frequency,  with  those  which  took  place  on  this  occasion.     I  made 
pressure  on  the  abdominal  aorta  for  more  than  a  minute,  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  lower  extremities  ;  but 
the  muscular  contractions  were  not  lessened  in  consequence.     Half 
an  hour  after  the  injection  of  the  infusion,  the  artificial  respiration 
-was  discontinued.     The  heart  continued  to  act,  circulating  dark-co- 
loured blood  ;  the  muscular  contractions  continued,  but  gradually 
diminished  in  strength  and  frequency.     I  tied  a  ligature  rtiun*.'  the 
vessels  at  the  base  of  the  heait,  so  as  to  stop  the  circulation; 

nevertheless 
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nevertheless  tlie  mascular  contractions  stiU  condnoedt  tfaoi^liks 
frequent  and  forcible  than  before,  and  some  minates  elapsed  hfSan 
they  entirely  ceased. 

**  In  this  experiment,  the  disposition  to  contraction  in  the  waasda 
was  very  much  increased  instead  of  being  diminished,  as  in  dictf 
just  related.  If  the  mfiision  of  tobacco  influences  the  heart  froe 
being  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  thus  coming  into  actual  coGSad 
with  ite  fibres,  there  is  no  evident  reason,  why  the  removal  of  lb 
brain,  and  the  employment  of  artificial  resphration  should  occaaci 
so  material  a  di^erence  in  its  efiects.  If  the  contractions  of  ibe 
▼oluntary  muscles  had  depended  on  the  infusion  circiilating  withtbe 
blood,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  pressure  on  the  aorta  wcdd 
have  occasioned  some  diminution  of  them,  and  that  the  con^iks 
obstruction  of  the  circulation  would  have  caused  them  to  cease  al- 
together. 

f '  From  these  considerations  I  am  induced,  on  the  whole,  to  bdievt 
that  the  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestines,  icfe* 
emies  the  heart  through  the  medium  of  the  nervoas  sjstem ;  bet  I 
have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  experiment,  by  which  the  truth  cr 
fallacy  of  this  opinion  might  be  put  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt. 

<<  It  appears  remarkable  that  the  brain  and  nervous  systfO, 
although  not  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  should, Mrhen  nxukr 
the  influence  of  the  infusion  of  tobacco,  be  capable  of  influencing  dsii 
organ  so  as  to  stop  its  action  ;  but  this  is  analogous  to  what  we  see 
occur  in  consequence  of  violent  emotions  of  the  mind.  Those  states 
of  the  nervous  system,  which  accompany  the  passions  of  joy,  fear,  or 
anger,  when  existing  in  a  moderate  degree,  render  the  heart  mcie 
sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  and  increase  the  frequency  of 
its  contractions ;  while,  when  the  same  passions  exist  in  a  greater 
degree,  the  heart  is  rendered  altogether  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of 
the  blood,  and  syncope  ensues." 

The  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  the  juice  of  aconite,  ap- 
plied to  wounded  surfaces,  produced  the  same  eflfects  as  when 
applied  internally,  though  less  speedily.  The  woorura^  a  poison 
with  which  the  inhabitants  of  Guiana  arm  the  points  of  their 
arrows,  when  inserted  into  wounds,  belongs  to  the  same  class  of 
|)oisons.  The  ufas  antiar,  a  poison  from  Java,  acts  in  a  diflferem 
manner, 

**  When  inserted  into  a  wound,  it  produces  death  (as  info&on  of 
tobacco  does  when  injected  into  the  intestine)  by  rendering  the  heart 
insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  and  stopping  tlie  circulation. 
The  heart  beats  feebly  and  irregularly  before  either  the  functions  of 
the  mind  or  the  respiration  appear  to  be  affected.  Respiration  is 
performed  even  after  the  circulation  has  ceased  ;  and  the  left  side 
of  the  heart  is  found  after  death  to  conuin  scarlet  blood,  which  never 
can  be  the  case,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  die 
functions  of  the  brain  or  lungs.  The  convulsions,  which  occur  when 
the  circulation  has  nearly  ceased,  probably  arise  from  die  diminutica 
of  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  resemblhig  those  which  take 

^lace  in  a  person  who  is  dying  from  haemorrhage. 

<•  Havi&s 
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<<  Having  learned  that  the  circulation  might  be  kept  up  by  arti- 
ficial respiration  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  woorara  had  pro- 
duced its  full  effects,  it  occurred  to  me  that,  in  an  animal  under  the 
inffoence  of  this  or  of  any  other  poison  that  acts  in  a  similar  manner, 
by  continuing  the  artificial  respiration  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
after  natural  respiration  bad  ceased,  the  brain  might  recorer  from  the 
impression  which  the  poison  had  produced,  and  the  animal  might 
be  restored  to  life.  In  the  last  experiment,  the  animal  gave  no  sign 
of  returning  sensibility;  but,  it  is  to  be  observed,  1.  That  me 
quantity  of  the  poison  employed  was  very  large.  2.  That  there 
w^s  a  great  bss  of  animal  heat,  in  consequence  of  the  temperature 
of  the  room  being  much  below  the  natural  temperature  of  the  animal, 
which  could  not  therefore  be  considered  under  such  favourable  cir« 
cumstances  as  to  recovery,  as  if  it  had  been  kept  in  a  higher  tem- 
perature. 3*  That  the  circulation  was  still  vigorous  when  I  left  off 
■n6atingthe  lungs,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  known  what  would;have 
been  the  result,  if  the  artificial  respiration  had  been  longer  continued. 
'*  Exfi.  30. — A  wound  was  made  in  the  side  of  a  rabbit,  and  one  drop 
of  the  essential  oil  of  almonds  was  inserted  into  it,  and  immediately 
the  animal  was  placed  in  a  temperature  of  90^.  In  two  minutes 
be  was  under  the  influeuce  of  the  poison.  The  usual  symptoms  took 
place,  and  in  three  minutes  .more  respiration  had  ceased,  and  he  lay 
apparendy  dead,  but  the  heart  was  still  felt  beating  through  the  ribs. 
A  tube  wa^  then  introduced  into  one  of  the  nostrils,  and  the  lungl 
-mete  inflated  about  thirty-five  times  in  a  minute.  Six  minutes  after 
the  commencement  of  artificial  respiration,  he  moved  his  head  and 
legs,  and  made  an  effort  to  breathe.  He  then  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions, and  again  lay  motionless,  but  continued  to  make  occasional 
efforts  to  breathe.  Sixteen  minutes  after  its  commencement,  the  arti- 
ficial respiration  was  continued.  He  now  breathed  spontaneously 
seventy  times  in  a  minute,  and  moved  his  head  and  extremities. 
After  this  he  occasionally  rose  and  attempted  to  walk.  In  the 
intervals,  he  continued  in  a  dozing  state ;  but  from  this  he  gradual- 
ly recovered.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  appeared  perfectly  well, 
and  he  continued  well  on  the  following  day. 

The  inflating  the  lungs  has  been  frequently  recommtoded  in  cases 
of  suffocation,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  lungs.  As  fan  as  I  know,  it  has  not  been  before  pro- 
posed in  those  cases,  in  which  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation 
of  the  functions  of  the  brain*.    It  is  probable  that  this  metBod  of 

treatment 


*  Since  this  paper  was  read,  I  have  been  favoured  by  the  Right  Hon*  the 
President  with  the  perusal  of  a  Dissertation  on  the  Effects  of  the  Upas  Tieut4» 
lately  published  at  Paris  by  M.  Delile,  by  which  I  find  that  he  had  employed 
artificial  resfMration  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  animals  which  were  under 
the  influence  of  this  poison,  with  success.  M;  Delile  describes  the  Upas  Tieute 
as  causing  death,  by  occasioning  repeated  and  long-continued  eontracUons  of  the 
muscles  of  respiration*  on  wbidi  it  acts  through  the  medium  of  the  spinal  mar 
vowf  without  destroying  the  functions  of  the  brain. 
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treatment  niight  be  employed  with  advanta^  for  the  lecowy 
of  persons  labouring  uider  the  efl^tsof  opiiiiD»  and  mMBjods 
poisons* 

"  The  ezperjmentSf  which  have  been  detailed*  lead  to  the  lal- 
lowing  conclusions : 

*•  I.  Alcohol*  the  essendal  oil  of  almonds,  the  juice  of  mamiB, 
the  empyreumatic  oil  of  tobacco*  and  the  woorara*  act  as  poisons  by 
simply  destroying  the  Amcduns  of  the  brain ;  universal  death  tabf 
place,  because  respiration  is  under  the  influence  of  the  braia*  asi 
ceases  when  its  functions  are  destroyed. 

*'  2*  The  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestines,  aad 
the  upas  antiar  when  applied  to  a  wound,  have  the  power  of  render 
ing  the  heart  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood»  thus  scopp^ 
the  circulation ;  in  other  words,  they  occasion  syncope, 

**  S.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  poisons,  which,  in  ihese 
experiments,  were  applied  internally,  produce  their  efiects  tfaroi^ 
the  medium  of  the  nerves,  without  being  absorbed  into  the  dro 
lation. 

**  4.  When  the  woorara  is  applied  to  a  wound,  it  produces  is 
effects  on  the  brain,  by  entering  the  circulation  through  the  diridei 
blood-vessels,  and,  from  analogy,  we  may  conclude  that  other  poi- 
sons, when  applied  to  wounds,  operate  in  a  similar  manner. 

**  5.  When  an  animal  is  apparently  dead  from  the  influence  of  a 
poison,  which  acts  by  simply  destroying  the  functions  of  the  faratc 
it  may,  in  some  instances  at  least,  be  made  to  recover*  if  respiiaboB 
is  artificially  produced,  and  continued  for  a  certain  length  of  taot^ 

Arsenic. 

In  Mr  Brodie*s  various  experiments  with  this  mineral  poison, 
the  results  in  all  essential  circumstances  were  the  same. 

**  The  symptoms  produced  were,  1.  Paralysis  of  the  hindkgs, 
and  afterwards  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  convulsions ;  cfih- 
tation  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes ;  insensibility ;  all  of  which  indioie 
disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain.  2.  A  feeble,  slow,  inter- 
mitting pulse,  indicating  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  bent 
Where  the  heart  has  continued  to  act  alter  apparent  death,  I  lun 
never,  in  any  one  instance,  been  able  to  prolong  iu  action  by  meass 
of  artificial  respiration.  6.  Pain  in  the  region  of  the  abdomen ;  pre^ 
tematural  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  alimentary  canal ;  sickoes 
and  vomiting  in  those  animals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting ;  symp- 
toms which  arise  from  the  action  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach  aod 
intestines.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  effects  of  arsenic,  whether 
it  is  employed  in  the  form  of  white  oxide,  or  of  arsenic  acid,  exc^ 
that  the  latter  is  a  more  active  preparation.  When  arsenic  is  appM 
to  a  wound,  the  symptoms  take  place  sooner  than  when  it  is  gifa 
jintemally  ;  but  their  nature  is  the  same."— 

«♦  In  whatever  way  the  poison  is  administered,  the  infianunatioi 

is 
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is  confined  to  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  I  have  never  seen  any  ap- 
pearance of  it  in  the  pharynx  or  oesophagus. 

*<  Mr  Home  informed  me,  that  in  an  experiment  made  hy  Mr 
Hunter  and  himself,  in  which  arsenic  was  applied  to  a  wound  in  a 
dog,  the  animal  died  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  stomach  was 
found  to  be  considerably  inflamed. 

^  T  repeated  this  experiment  several  times,  taking  the  precaution 
always  of  applying  a  bandage  to  prevent  the  animal  licking  the 
wound.  The  result  was,  that  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach  was 
commonly  more  violent  and  more  immediate,  than  when  the  poison 
was  administered  internally,  and  that  it  preceded  any  appearance  of 
inflammation  of  the  wound.  Some  experiments  are  already  before 
the  public,  which  led  me  to  conclude  that  vegetable  poisons,  when 
applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  affect  the  system  by  passing  into  the 
circulation  through  the  divided  veins.  From  this  analogy,  and 
from  all  the  circumstances  just  mentioned,  it  may  bo  inferred  that 
ars^ic,  in  whatever  way  it  is  administered,  does  not  produce  its  ef- 
fects even  on  the  stomach  until  it  is  carried  into  the  blood. 

*'  But  the  blood  is  not  necessary  to  life,  except  so  far  as  a  constant 
supply  of  it  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  functions  of  the 
vital  organs.  The  next  object  of  inquiry  therefore  is,  when  arsenic 
has  entered  the  circulation,  on  what  organs  does  it  6perate,  so  as  to 
occasion  death  ? 

**  When  arsenic  is  applied  to  an  ulcerated  surface,  it  produces  a 
slough,  not  by  acting  chemically,  like  caustics  in  general,  but  by 
destroying  the  vitality  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied*  indepen- 
dently of  chemical  action*  This  led  me  at  first  to  suppose,  that 
when  arsenic  has  passed  into  the  circulation,  death  is  the  consequence, 
not  so  much  of  the  poison  disturbing  the  functions  of  any  particular 
organ,  as  of  its  destroying  at  once  the  vitality  of  every  part  of  the 
system.  The  following  circumstances,  however,  seem  to  show  that 
this  opinion  is  erroneous.  In  an  animal  under  the  full  influence  of 
arsenic,  even  to  the  instant  of  death,  some  of  the  secretions,  as  those 
of  the  kidneys,  stomach,  and  intestines,  continue  to  take  place  in 
large  quantity  ;  and  the  muscles  are  capable  of  being  excited,  after 
death,  to  distinct  and  powerful  contractions,  by  means  of  the  Voltaic 
battery." 

**  In  animals  killed  by  arsenic  the  blood  is  usually  found  fluid  in 
the  heart  and  vessels  after  death  ;  but  otherwise  all  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances met  with  on  dissection  are  confined  to  the  stomach  and 
intestines.  As  this  is  the  case,  and  as  the  afiection  of  these  organs 
occasions  remarkable  symptoms,  it  may  be  right  to  mention  the  re- 
sult of  my  observations  on  this  subject. 

**  In  many  cases  where  death  takes  place,  there  is  only  a  very 
slight  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal :  in  other  ' 
cases  the  inflammation  is  considerable.  It  generally  begins  very 
soon  after  the  poison  is  administered,  and  appears  greater  or  less 
according  to  the  time  which  elapses  before  the  animal  dies.  Under 
the  same  circumstances,,  it  is  less  in  graminivorous  than  in  carnivo- 
rous 
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roas  animak.  The  inflammation  is  greatest  in  die  itomaA  and  a- 
testines ;  but  it  usually  extends  also  over  tbe  m^iole  imsstine.  I 
bave  never  observed  inflammation  of  the  oesophagus.  The  infl^ • 
mation  is  greater  in  degree,  and  more  speedy  in  uking  filace,  viia 
arsenic  is  applied  to  a  wound,  than  when  it  is  taken  into  the  stofnadu 
The  inflamed  parts  are  in  general  universally  Ted»  at  other  tines 
they  are  red  only  in  spots.  The  principal  vessels  leading  to  tk 
stomach  and  intestines  are  turgid  with  blood  ;  but  the  inflamwBtioc 
is  usually  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  these  viscera,  vhi^ 
assumes  a  fli>rid  red  colour,  becomes  soft  and  pulpy,  and  is  separabJf 
without  much  difficulty  from  the  cellular  coat,  which  has  its  nansii 
appearance.  In  some  instances  there  axe  small  spots  of  eztravasaied 
blood  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  betwecs  t 
and  the  cellular  coat,  and  this  occurs  independently  c^  vomiting.  I 
have  never,  in  any  of  my  experiments,  found  ulceration  or  sloi^ 
ing  of  the  stomach  or  intestine  \  but  if  the  animal  survives  for  a 
certain  length  of  tinae,  after  the  inflammation  has  begun*  it  is  m- 
sonsa>le  to  conclude  that  it  may  terminate  in  one  ot  other  of  the« 
ways. 

*'  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  sloughing  is  very  seldom^  if  etcri 
the  direct- consequence  of  the  application  of  arsenic  to  the  stomadi 
or  intestines*  Arsenic  applied  to  an  ulcer  will  occasion  a  sloag^t; 
but  its  action  in  doing  this  is  very  slow.  When  I  have  applied  tbe 
white  oxide  of  arsenic  to  a  wound,  though  the  animal  has  so0^ 
times  lived  three  or  four  hours  afterwards,  and  thougk  viok&t  ia- 
flammation  has  taken  place  in  the  stomach  and  intestines^  I  have 
never  seen  any  preternatural  appearance  in  the  part  to  which  it  was 
applied,  except  a  slight  e£Eusion  of  serum  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. Arsenic  speedily  produces  a  very  copious  secretion  of  nm- 
cus  and  watery  fluid  from  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  sqa- 
rates  it  from  actual  contact  with  the  inner  surface  of  these  organsi 
even  thoush  taken  in  lai^e  quantity  and  in  substance ;  and  in  aai- 
mals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting,  by  much  the  greater  pan  b 
rejected  from  the  stomach  very  soon  after  it  has  been  taiken  ia 
Hence,  though  a  few  particles  of  arsenic  are  sometimes  found  en- 
tangled in  the  mucus,  or  in  the  coagulum  of  extravasated  blood» 
and  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of  Uie  stomach,  I  have  never  seen 
it  in  such  a  quantity  as  might  be  supposed  capable  of  producing  a 
slough.  In  one  instance,  where  a  dog  had  swsulowed  a  large  qoaa- 
tity  of  arsenic  in  substance,  a  brown  spot,  about  an  inch  in  diame* 
ter,  was  observed  af  ler  death  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  cardiac  ex- 
tremity of  the  stomach,  having  so  much  of  the  appearance  of  a 
slough,  that  at  first  I  had  no  doubt  of  it  being  so ;  but  on  examina- 
tion this  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  layer  of  dark  coloured  coaguluD 
of  blood,  adhering  very  firmly  to  the  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, and  having  a  few  particles  of  arsenic  entangled  in  it.  Ob 
removing  this,  the  mucous  membrane  still  appeared  of  a  dark  co- 
lour ;  but  this  was  also  found  .to  arise  from  a  thin  layer  of  coago- 
hun  of  blood  between  it  and  cne  cellular  coat.  The  mucous  mem- 
1  braae 
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brane  itself  was  inflamed ;  but  otherwise  in  a  natural  state.  I  haye 
observed  a  similar  appearance*  but  occupying  a  less  extent  of  sar« 
face,  sereral  times.  In  the  Hanterian  Museum  there  is  a  human 
stomachy  which  was  preserved  to  show  what  was  considered  as  a 
alough  produced  bj  the  action  of  arsenic.  On  examining  this  pre* 
paradoiit  I  found  that  the  dark  coloured  spot*  which  had  been  sup- 
posed to  be  a  sloughy  was  precisely  of  the  same  nature  with  that 
just  described. 

**  Although  the  affection  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  from  ar* 
senic  is  not  the  cause  of  death*  under  ordinary  circumstances*  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  may  be  so  in  some  instances,  if  the 
animal  survives  the  effects  produced  on  the  organs  more  immedi- 
ately necessary  to  life.  Mr  Henry  Earle  informed  me  of  an  insunce^ 
in  which  this  appeared  to  be  the  case.  A  woman  in  St  Bartholo- 
mew's hospital*  who  had  taken  arsenic*  recovered  of  the  immediate 
symptoms*  but  died  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  days.  On  examina- 
tion after  death*  extensive  ulcerations  were  found  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines*  which  we  can  hardly  doubt 
to  have  been  the  cause  of  death. 

**  It  is  an  imporunt  matter  of  inquiry*  as  connected  with  judicial 
medicine*  how  far  may  the  examination  of  the  body*  after  death» 
enable  us  to  decide*  whether  an  animal  has  died  of  the  effects  of  ar-. 
senic  ?  On  this  subject*  however)  I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
make. 

<*  The  inflammation  from  arsenic,  occupying  in  general  the  whole 
of  the  stomach  and  intestine*  is  niore  extensive  than  that  from  any 
other  poison  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It  does  not  affect  the 
pharynx  or  oesophagus*  and  this  circumstance  distinguishes  it  from 
the  inflammation  v^ich  is  occasioned  by  the  actual  contact  of  irri- 
tating applications. 

*'  But  little  in  general  is  to  be  learnt  from  the  examination  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  after  death.  When  arsenic  has  been  taken 
in  substance*  small  particles  of  it  are  frequently  found  entangled  in 
the  mucus*  or  in  the  extravasated  blood  ;  but  where  this  was  not  the 
case,  1  have  never  known*  in  an  animal  that  was  capable  of  vomitings 
that  arsenic  could  be  detected  in  the  contents  of  thv  stomach  after 
death*  though  examined  by  the  most  accurate  chemical  tests.  As 
some  subsunces  when  taken  internally  are  separated  from  the  blood 
very  soon  afterwards  with  the  urine*  I  thought  it  probable  that  arse- 
nic might  be  separated  with  the  urine  also ;  but  Mr  Brande  (to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  assistance  on  this*  as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions) 
could  never  detect  the  smallest  trace  of  arsenic  in  it." 

Muriate  of  barytes  and  emetic  tartar,  resemble  arsenic  very 
much  in  their  mode  of  action.  It  is  otherwise  with  corrosive 
sablimate. 

Experiment  8. — **  Six  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate*  dissolved  in  six 
drains  of  distilled  water*  were  injected  into  the  stomach  of  a  rabbit 
by  means  of  an  elastic  gum  tube.    No  immediate  symptoms  follow- 
ed 
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ed  the  injection ;  the  animal  made  no  expression  of  pain;  bms 
three  minutes  he  became  insensible  ;  was  convulsed  ;  and  tn  fooroh 
nntes  and  an  half,  from  the  time  of  the  injection  being  made^  be 
died.  Tremulous  contractions  of  the  Toluntary  muscles  c^ntbKd 
for  some  time  afterwards.  On  opening  the  thorax,  the  heart  V2« 
found  to  have  entirely  ceased  acting*  and  the  blood  in  the  czreks 
of  the  left  side  was  of  a  scarlet  colour.  The  stomal  was  zn^^ 
distended.  The  pyloric  and  cardiac  portions  were  separated  fess 
each  other  by  a  strong  muscular  contraction.  The  contents  of  t^ 
former  were  firm  and  solid,  and  in  every  respect  resembled  the  uflsl 
contents  of  the  stomach  ;  while  those  of  the  cardiac  portion  cousin 
ed  of  the  food  of  the  animal  much  diluted  by  fluid  ;  so  that  the 
solution,  which  had  been  injected*  appeared  to  be  confined  to  die 
cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach*  and  to  be  prevented  entering  ik 
pyloric  portion  by  the  muscular  contraction  in  the  centre. 

^  In  the  pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach  the  mucous  membrane  h^ 
its  natural  appearance ;  but  in  the  cardiac  portion  it  was  of  a  ^sk 
grey  colour,  was  readily  torn  and  peeled  off;  and  in  some  parbin 
texture  was  completely  destroyed,  so  that  it  appeared  like  a  palp^ 
on  removing  which  the  muscular  and  peritoneal  coats  wexe  exposed 

'*  The  repetition  of  the  experiment  was  attended  with  similar  re- 
sults. The  alteration  of  the  texture  of  the  internal  membrane  ap- 
pears to  have  been  occasioned  by  its  being  chemically  acted  oo  by 
the  corrosive  sublimate  injected  into  it.  When  the  injection  is  maJe 
into  the  stomach  of  a  dead  rabbit,  precisely  the  same  effects  axe  pro- 
duced, except  that*  as  the  middle  contraction  is  here  wanting,  the 
appearances  are  not  confined  in  the  same  degree  to  the  cardiac  por- 
tion." 

**  The  destruction  of  the  substance  of  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  stomach,  precludes  the  idea  of  the  poison  having  been  absorbed 
mto  the  circulation.     We  must  conclude  that  death  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  chemical  action  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach.     Ths 
organ*  however*  is  not  directly  necessary  to  life,  since  its  functions, 
under  certain  circumstances,  are  suspended  for  hourS)   or  even  fbr 
days,  without  death  being  produced.    Although  the  stomach  was  the 
part  primarily  affected,  the  immediate  cause  of  death  must  be  look* 
ed  for  in  the  cessation  of  the  functions  of  one  or  more  of  those 
organs,  whose  constant  action  is  necessary  to  life.     From  the  scarlet 
colour  of  the  blood  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  in  the  experiment 
on  the  rabbit,  we  may  conclude  that  the  functions  of  the  lungs  were 
not  affected ;  but  the  affection  of  the  heart  and  brain  is  proved  by 
the  convulsions,  the  insensibility,  the  afiisction  of  the  pulse  in  bodi 
experiments,  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  the  heart's  action  in  the 
first,  and  we  may  therefore  be  justified  in  concluding,  that  die  inu 
mediate  cause  of  death  was  in  both  of  these  organs.     As  the  e Sects 
produced  appear  to  have^been  independent  of  absorption,  we  maj 
presume  that  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  brain,  was  acted  on  throngk 
the  medium  of  the  nerves.  .  . 
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^^  That  a  sudden  and  violent  injury  of  the  stomach  should  be 
capable  of  thus  speedily  proving  fatal  is  not  surprising,  when  we 
consider  the  powerful  sympathy  between  it  and  the  organs  on 
whicli  life  more  immediately  depends*  and  the  existence  of  which 
many  circumstances  in  disease  daily  demonstrate  to  us. 

^*  The  facts  which  have  been  stated,  appear  to  lead  to  the 
follo^ng  conclusions  respecting  the  action  of  the  mineral  poisons, 
which  were  employed  in  the  foregoing  experiments : 

^  \m  Arsenic,  the  emetic  tartar,  and  the  muriate  of  barytes  do 
not  produce  their  deleterious  effects  until  they  have  passed  into  the 
circulation. 

<«  ^.  All  of  these  poisons  occasion  disorder  of  the  functions  of  the 
heart,  brain,  and  alimentary  canal ;  but  they  do  not  all  affect  these 
organs  in  the  same  relative  degree. 

«<•  3.  Arsenic  operates  on  the  alimentary  canal  in  a  greater  degree 
than  either  the  emetic  tarur,  or  the  muriate  of  barytes.  The  heart 
is  aflSected  more  by  arsenic  than  by  the  emetic  tartar,  and  more  by 
this  last  than  by  the  muriate  of  barytes. 

**  4.  The  corrosive  sublimate,  when  taken  internally  in  large 
quantity,  occasions  death  by  acting  chemically  on  the  mucous  mem« 
brane  of  the  stomach,  so  as  to  destroy  its  texture ;  the  organs  more 
immediately  necessary  to  life  being  affected  in  consequence  of  their 
sympathy  with  the  stomach. 

"  In  making  the  comparison  between  them,  we  observe  that  the  ef- 
fects of  mineral  are  less  simple  than  those  of  the  generality  of  vege* 
table  poisons ;  and  when  once  an  animal  is  affected  by  the  former 
there  is  much  less  chance  of  his  recovery  than  when  he  is  affected 
by  the  latter." 
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I. 

A  Descripiion  of  the  Arteries  of  the  Human  Body.  Bj  John  Bit- 
CLATy  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Fellow  i 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians^  and  of  the  Royal  Society  i' 
Edinburghi  &c.  &c.    Edinburgh,  1812.    pp.  S8S. 

THE  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  volume  admits  of  i^ 
doubt.  We  have  therefore  only  to  inquire  into  die  mannsf 
in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  our  author  \  and  in  a  prefatoiy 
address  to  his  pupils,  he  has  stated,  rather  quaintly,  several  pi^<> 
of  view  in  which  his  work  may  be  considered.  «'  Why  anotbff 
description  of  the  arteries  ?  Why  is  it  so  short  ?  Why  is  it » 
long  ?  and  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  by  plates  ?**  The  last  of 
these  questions  deserves  notice,  on  account  of  the  noveitjoftbe 
objections  to  their  use  which  Dr  Barclay  has  urged.  He  admitSi 
that  plates,  as  pictures  of  individual  objects,  convey  more  imlY 
impressions  than  verbal  descriptions,  and  require  less  time  aci 
less  mental  exertion  to  comprehend  them  ;  that  their  attraossi 
induces  many  to  think  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate,  « 
children  are  tempted  to  read,  for  the  sake  of  the  pictures;  asd 
that  where  the  objects  are  such  as  the  reader  has  never  seen  asi 
never  may  see,  as  in  books  of  pathology  and  natural  histon? 
they  assist  the  reader  in  forming  more  clear  and  precise  ideas  rf 
the  subject.  Not  so  in  anatomy:  the  student  has  more  easy  ac- 
cess  to  the  parts  themselves  than  to  good  plates ',  as  most  cols' 
monly  they  are  inaccurate,  and  not  unfrequently  false  copiei 
But  even  the  best  anatomical  plates  of  the  arteries,  for  example 
contain  only  the  representation  of  some  particular  ramificatiofl} 
or  mixture  of  particular  ramifications ;  for  it  would  require  ioQO- 
merable  plates  to  represent  all  the  diversities  of  ramification,  aod 
it  is  impossible  to  condense  the  particular  diversities  of  raffli&^ 
,tion  into  one  form. 

«  Anatofnicai 
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•*  Anatomical  plates,  therefore,  represenung  one  of  the  common  varie- 
ties of  an  organ,  should,  if  properly  understood,  be  only  an  incitement  to 
study  the  rest.  The  absurd,  but  too  prevalent  notion,  that  these  are  ex- 
pressive of  certain  generic  or  specific  characters ;  that  they  supersede  the 
necessity  of  reading,  or  of  examining  the  organs  themselves  in  all  theh* 
i^arieties,  has  induced  a  degree  of  indifierence  and  supinefiess,  that  has  been 
iojarious  tb  the  progress  ofanatomy. 

*•  Even  the  splendid  anatomical  plates  of  Albinus  and  Haller  have*  from 
thia  cause,  instead  of  promCmng,  rather  retarded  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  and 
withdrawn  die  attention  from  the  study  and  pursuit  of  general  truths  to 
which  science  aspires,  to  the  contemplation  or  particular  facts  from  which 
it  commences.  The  plates  of  Albinus,  instead  of  inducing  the  anatomist 
to  read  his  work  De  SceUto  Humano^  and  his  work  entitled,  Hlsiorla  Mutcu^ 
lorumf  have  been  the  means  of  suffering  them  to  fall  into  aUnost  total  ne- 
glect and  oblivion.  Little  surely  did  Albinus  imagine,  that,  after  publishing 
his  Nisioria  Musculorum,  the  attachment  of  the  obliquus  exte^nus  to  the 
spine  of  the  pubis,  or  the  compression  of  the  urethra,  by  the  muscles  called 
cottffiressores  frottaU^  would  have  ever  b^n  considered  as  the  discoveries 
of  later  thnes ;  and  less  surely  might  Haller  have  imagined,  when  he 
combated  the  opim'on  that  the  high  division  of  the  humeral  artery  was  not 
the  most  common,  that  his  learned  annotations  would  have  been  forgotten, 
and  his  plates  quoted,  not  half  a  century  after  his  death,  to  prove  he  waa 
ignorant  of  the  very  division  of  which  he  had  collected  so  various  proofs^ 
of  which  he  had  seen,  and  of  which  he  had  examined  such  a  number  of 
cases  to  ascertain,  on  the  principles  of  induction,  whether  it  or  the  one 
which  he  has  depicted  was  the  most  common. 

•*  This  fondness  for  the  plates,  and  reluctance  to  the  labour  of  studying 
the  works,  which  the  plates  were  only  intended  tb  illustrate^  presage  no- 
thing that  is  favourable  to  anatomy.  They  indicate  the  decline  of  those 
energies,  and  of  that  enthusiasm,  by  which  its  boundaries  were  originally 
extended ;  they  imply  that  anatomists  are  beginning  to  dislike  the  tmell  of 
the  lamfi ;  that  they  feel  not  the  pleasure,  which  they  ought  to  feel,  in  the 
actual  inspection  of  the  objects  themselves ;  that  they  seldom  persevere  ^ 
until  they  are  fatigued,  or  rejoice  at  being  fatigued  in  such  a  cause :  and 
that  they  are  appalled  at  the  labour  and  toil  that  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  science."   p.  xv.-^xviiL 

We  will  concede  to  Dr  Barclay,  that  the  ftesh  subject  b  in« 
comparably  the  best  means  of  studying  anatomy ;  we  will  ad- 
mxty  that  dry  preparations  are  in  some  respects  preferable  to  very 
good  plates ;  and  we  will  even  grant,  that,  in  some  instances, 
plates  have  directly  retarded  the  progress  of  anatomical  know* 
ledge  I — still  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  that  Dr  Barclay's 
arguments  against  them  are  exaggerated,  and  that  he  has  under- 
valued  their  advantages.  As  the  means  of  refreshing  the  me- 
mory of  those  who  have  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  fresh  sub- 
ject, of  increasing  the  utility  of  dried  preparations  by  supplying 
the  natural  appearances  of  the  parts  totally  lost  in  these,  and  of 
directing  the  young  student  in  his  researches  and  dissections, 
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their  value  is  great  and  obvious.  That  many  cootcnt  tfaemxiTe 
with  examining  plates  without  studying  the  works  connected  r^ 
them  is  no  doubt  true,  but  these  would  have  equally  negieds: 
the  works  though  no  plates  had  accompanied  them ;  anders^ 
anatomy,  it  is  better  to  have  the  degree  of  knowledge  to  bcp 
from  plates,  than  to  be  altogether  ignorant  Nor  b  it  neces9:>, 
for  a  plate  to  be  useful,  that  it  be  very  elegant  and  minmely  st- 
reet. We  have  no  fears  that  bad  copies  of  good  represexitzps 
should  degrade  and  corrupt  the  taste  of  the  student;  uiis: 
subject  so  extremely  variablci  accuracy  in  essential  pobs, » 
what  Dr  Barclay  would  perhaps  call  specific  characten,  iisi 
that  is  required. 

We  cannot  possibly  discover,  in  the  laboured  prodnctkisu' 
Scarpa  and  Caldani,  Soemmering  and  Gall,  and  many  d\:i 
anatomists  of  our  own  country,  any  decline  of  the  eoergies^  -^ 
of  that  enthusiasm  by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  science  ft: 
originally  extended,  or  in  the  admiration  with  which  our  stok-:^ 
contemplate  them,  or  the  diligence  with  which  they  pore  ora'i^ 
nseful  compilations  of  Fyfe  or  Loder,  any  thing  unfarourabki* 
the  progress  of  anatomy.  At  the  same  time,  while  we  defo 
the  utility  of  plates  against  Dr  Barcla^r's  general  objectiocs^v^ 
have  no  inclination,  in  reference  to  his  own  publication,  tc£i 
"  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  with  plates  ?** 

In  an  introduction,  our  author  gives  some  general  ideas ccs* 
cemHig  the  different  ramified  systems  of  the  body ;  and  here  agab 
he  comments  upon  the  bad  effects  of  even  the  best  engravings. 

««  Yet,  nptwithstanding  the  greater  regularity  of  all  the  larper  rior;:- 
tions  in  the  aoima)  kingdom,  every  individual  exhibits  many  pKsior  tr 
rieties  in  the  smaller  branches,  and  even  in  some  of  the  larger  brs«*^ 
where  parts  arc  diseased,  or  where  habits  arc  formed  of  vaiied  estf«it 
and  voluntary  motions.  Such  varieties,  in  copying  from  naturC}  irc  c^t' 
represented  in  anatomical  engravings,  and  references,  often  nude  \^'^- 
minately,  to  the  varieties  as  well  as  to  the  common  ramificacioos.  Tk< 
enj^ravings,  again,  if  works  of  celebrity,  are  often,  along  with  their  fc:* 
descriptions,  and  with  very  little  change,  copied  by-oihers,  vhile  tN 
copies,  passing  for  originals  with  the  young  and  unsuspicious,  the  c0sc^ 
sion  is,  that  branchings  described  by  so  many  anatomists  in  differeotc^' 
tries,  and  at  different  periods,  must  be  branchings,  if  not  unirersai^  \  ^ 
sent,  at  least  very  general  among  the  species. 

«•  On  this  hypothesis,  and  with  a  persuasion  that  appearascei  obse:^-' 
and  with  little  variation  in  every  individual,  must  be  matters  of  in)po|t^' 
and  among  the  essential  characters  of  the  species,  the  student  procecc  * 
examine  them  with  care,  and,  trying  to  remember  them  with  tbdr  ^ 
sections  and  relative  situations,  soon  finds  that  his  labours  are  vaioi  ^* 
desisu  from  his  task  in  a  fit  of  despondency  ;*-nor  need  his  <M^ 
dency  be  a  matter  of  wonder."    p.  xiv.  xv.  ^ , 

'<  Fortunately  ft  is  neither  necessary  nor  proper^  the  very  attonpt  bfljjr 
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squally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reason  and  common  tense.  Let 
liin  only  compare,  with  these  plates  and  descriptionsy  a  few  preparations 
^here  the  vessels  have  been  successfully  injected,  or  the  branchings  of 
leryes  minutely  dissected ;  he  shall  see  his  preparations  in  the  smaller 
tranches  differing  widely,  not  only  from  the  plates,  but  from  one  another  i 
\ndL  shall  see  each  preparation  exhibiting  branches  and  ramifications  pecu* 
iar  to  itself,  exhibiting  many  not  referred  to  in  the  plates,  and  wanting 
many  that  are  there  honoured  with  obtrusive  references  and  tedious  de« 
tcriptions.  Such  a  comparison  must  soon  convince  him,  that  many  branches 
2nd  ramifications  described  by  anatomists,  are  the  mere  peculiarities  of  in- 
dividuals, and  yet  these  not  a  tenth,  nor  a  twentieth  part  of  what  they 
-night  have  talked  of,  had  they  descended  to  still  smaller  branches,  nor 
3ne  million  of  a  thousand  millions,  had  they  taken  the  microscope,  and 
:ried  to  discover,  enumerate,  and  describe  the  extreme  branches  that  eiudc 
the  sight  of  the  naked  eye."     p.  xvi. 

Accordingly  our  author,  in  imitation  of  the  systematic  writeri 
3n  natural  history,  has  endeavoured  to  describe,  not  the  indivU 
dual,  but  the  species. 

*^  In  describing  the  four  ramified  systems,  as  occurring  in  man  and  the 
lower  animals,  under  a  great  variety  of  forms,  we  perhaps,  like  the  natu« 
ralist,  might  find  it  necessary  to  divide  each  into  different  orders,  genera, 
and  species  *.  But»  confining  our  views  to  the  ramified  systems  of  the 
human  body,  the  characters  which  distinguish  their  different  orders,  gene- 
ra, and  species,  fall  not  within  the  plan  of  our  inquiry-  We  have  merely 
to  select  the  characters  of  the  species  from  the  varieties  that  distinguish  in- 
dividuals. Thus,  in  comparing  the  arterial  branches  and  rami£caoons  of 
many  individuals,  we  have  to  examine  all  the  appearances  wherein  they 
differ,  and  wherein  they  agree ;  wherein  they  agree  often,  and  wheretii 
seldom  $  to  distinguish  what  are  regular  from  what  are  variable,  what  are 
peculiar  from  what  are  general,  and  then  to  fix  on  the  regular  and  general 
as  the  characters  of  the  species  :  Noting  at  the  same  time  the  nature  and 
frequency  of  the  exceptions  from  the  general  rule,  but  omitting^  entirely 
the  uncertain  and  unimportant  varieties  that  distinguish  individuals,  and 
which  never  can  be  objects  of  any  description  that  is  applicable  to  the 
species. 

*^  By  leaving  as  uncertain  what  is  uncertain,  and  describing  as  regular 
only  what  is  regular,  we  should  greatly  facilitate  the  progress  of  anatomy, 
relieve  our  descriptions  from  a  great  number  of  useless  incumbrances,  pre- 
vent trifles  from  mingling  themselves  with  matters  of  importance,  and  give 
to  our  details  a  character  of  clearness,  manliness,  and  interest,  which  they 
hitherto  have  not  had. 

*'  Should  it  be  objected  to  such  descriptions,  that  they  must  necessarily 
be  vague  and  imperfect,  the  reply  is,  that  they  must  certainly  be  vague  and 

imperfect* 


*  '<  The  rete  mirabile  of  Galen,  the  rete  mirabile  of  Hovhis,  the  famificatioa 
ef  the  humeral  artery  as  in  the  lemur,  the  ramifications  of  the  meienienc  as  in 
the  sow,  and  the  naiificitians  of  the  renal  as  t&  the  caty  an  piopcrly  . 
ramificatioiis/' 
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imperfecty  conndered  as  descripdoDs  of  any  indiTidoaly  joat  as  dna^ 
of  any  indtTidnal  must  be  vague  and  imperficct  desciipciooa  of  the  neo-. 
But  although  the  uniform  characters  of  the  species  be  more  ^tmi  -u 
the  varieties  of  the  individual  it  does  not  follow  that  the  dtiaifODi^ 
these  general  characters  may  not  be  fully  as  minute  and  acame  a  i- 
of  the  individual  varieties  *."    p.  xix.^xxi. 

The  difficulty  of  such  an  undertaking  must  be  obrioBSi  b^ 
cause  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  &  censure  of  many  c* 
tomistS}  for  describingi  aa  common,  what  perhaps  belongs  ocht: 
an  individual,  still  the  principle  of  describing  the  speaes  of  antL. 
ramification,  is  founded  on  a  false  analogy.  In  anatoay.  ti' 
formation  of  species,  varieties  and  exceptions,  must  be  am: 
arbitrary,  and  i$  not,  as  in  natural  history,  connected  with  enei* 
tial  characiers.  In  arterial  distribution,  there  is  no  such  tk: 
%A  species  s  we  have  merely  individuals,  which  have  moie  or  )& 
resemblance  to  each  other,  and  the  only  classification  of  ^sc 
thcT  admit  is  into  unique,  rare,  common,  and  genenL  Is 
while  we  deny  and  utterly  reject  the  false  appellation,  by  ^\ssx 
Dr  Barclay  would  give  a  systematic  air  to  his  descriptioDC)*^ 
are  far  from  findbg  fault  with  their  imJ,  and  we  coosidff^ 
student  under  very  great  obligations  to  our  author,  for  tod^ 
him  to  appreciate  duly  the  diSercnce  between  what  is  unirencr 
common,  and  rare,  and  also  between  those  cases  where  the  vtf^ 
of  distribution  is  limited  in  number,  and  where  it  is  almost  2^ 
numerous  as  the  individuals* 

On  the  nomenclature  of  the  arteries,  we  could  not  expect  I^ 
Barclay  to  be  silent. 

**  With  the  names  of  the  arteries,  I  shall  take  few  libertki,  exct^. 
where  they  lead  to  ambiguity  or  error ;  or  where  a  change  wwli  ^'^ 
and  improve  the  language  or  description. 

**  When  they  arc  named  from  their  destinationy  or  from  the  of)g*«* 
which  they  are  ramified,  they  and  the  organs,  when  the  chai|^  ctf  » 
made  without  much  innovation,  should  always  have  their  nanei  ^roo9( 
same  language.  For  insunce,  the  names  of  the  principle  nuMcb  m^ 
ed  to  the  tongue,  have  an  allusion  to  its  Greek  name  gloasa;  vi^^ 
name  of  the  artery  has  an  allusion  to  its  Latin  name  lingua.  It«^ 
have  been  better  had  the  same  epithe^  which  distinguishes  the  idc«^ 
and  a  pair  of  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  tongue,  been  also  made  to » 
tinguish  the  arteiy.  ^ 

**  The  parts  ot  arteries  should  never  be  desaibed  under  separate  b^ 
as  if  they  were  whole  or  entire  arteries ;  what  we  denoouoate  the  «^ 


XA 


'  *  <<  ItisinuchtobeKgKtted  that  8uchdistiiictiomareaot«ta(ri^ 
and  that  the  fashion  o^  describing  individuab  instead  of  the  tpcriei^  ii  ^^v. 
moK  common  error  in  anatomy,  than  the  Cashion  in  practice  of  F^i^^^ 
the  ipecics  instead  of  the  individual,  who  often  swallows  univeinlRBf°f  ^ 
commended  indiscriminately  by  imposton,  to  both  sexes,  and  to  alltiri^  '^ 
age,  condition,  previous  habits,  and  ldios;^ciasies.'' 
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viao,  the  axillary,  and  the  humeral  arterief.  are  but  different  paits  of  the 
same  trunk  ;  and  what  we  denominate  the  common  iliac»  the  external  iltaci 
the  common  femoral,  the  superficial  femoral,  the  popliteal,  and  posterior 
tibial,  are  different  portions  of  another  trunk.  It  if  surely  absurd,  that 
these  different  part*  should  each  have  a  name  ;  and  yet,  that  the  vtfhoUs 
of  which  they  9te  parts ^  should  have  no  names.  Where  it  is  expedient, 
(and  there  are  cases  where  it  may  be  expedient,)  to  distinguish  the  parts 
by  anpropriate  names,  let  them  be  distinguished  bv  all  means,  but  let  them 
•till  be  distinguished  as  pans,  and  not  as  wholes/'    p.  xxviii.  xziz. 

Haying  dwelt  at  ao  great  length  on  the  introductory  remarks 
of  Dr  Barclay,  we  shall  enter  yery  briefly  into  the  work  itself* 
Indeed  it  would  be  preposterous  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of 
a  publication  of  this  nature.  We  have  only  to  describe  it  gene- 
rally, and  to  give  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe« 
cutcd.  In  one  word  it  is  a  tmst  provoking  book.  We  have  learnt 
from  it,  that  all  our  supposed  knowledge  of  angiology  is  found- 
ed in  error,  that  the  time  we  bestowed  in  learning  the  divisions 
and  subdivisions  of  the  arteries  was  all  misspent,  and  that  the 
labour  with  which  we  constructed  and  ihipressed  upon  our  me- 
mory, tabular  schemes  of  the  distribution  of  arteries,  was  worse 
than  useless.  To  anatomical  discovererSf  this  book  is  a  most  mor« 
tifying  production.  It  almost  precludes  the  possibility  of  claim- 
ing any  credit  for  having  had  the  good  luck  to  meet  with,  or  the 
attention  to  describe,  any  supposed  deviation  from  the  usual  ar- 
raneement  of  the  vessels.  According  to  Dr  Barclay,  there  is  no 
uniformity,  and  except  in  the  very  large  trunks,  nothing  but  end- 
less variety,  and  we  had  almost  added,  confusion.  Thus  spealj^ 
ing  of  the  humeral  artery,  he  says :  * 

^  The  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery  commences  where  the 
axillary  portion  ends,  and  is  usually  described  as  extending  thence  to  the 
bend  of  the  arm,  where  it  divides  into  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches.  But 
this  description,  although  consistent  with  the  figures  given  by  Eustachiu^ 
and  Haller,  does  not  correspond  with  the  appearances  which  the  artery 
often  exhibiu  in  the  species.  If  the  humeral  portion  is  to  be  defined  as 
terminating  always  in  what  are  called  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches,  there 
are  many  cases,  where  it  must  terminate  near  the  axilla,  and  at  all  the  dis- 
tances between  that  and  the  bend  of  the  arm.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be 
defined  as  always  extending  to  the  bend  of  the  arm,  one  or  other  of  the 
two  branches,  which  are  now  denominated  the  radial  and  ulnar,  must  as- 
sume  the  name  of  Humeral  Artery )  so  that  the  term  Humeral  Artery^  or 
hnmeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery,  must,  at  different  times,  be  made  to 
convey  very  different  meanings.  As  for  Haller's  figure  of  this  artery, 
,  and  itt  ramifications,  after  what  he  has  said  concerning  the  principles  on 
which  he  j»roceeded,  it  cannot  be  thought  disrespectful  or  injurious  to  his 
hijgh  and  justly  acquired  reputation,  to  say,  it  is  not  an  accurate  description 
ofany  appearance  that  is  common  to  the  species ;  nor,  indeed,  a  descrin- 
tion  i^licable  throughout  to  any  appearance  that  occurs  in  individuals, 

bu( 
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but  merely  a  description  of  one  of  the  occasional  appearances  of  the  artery, 
along  with  varieties  of  ramification  which  he  had  observed  at  different 
times,  and  in  different  subjects,  and  from  which  he  had  formed  that  ideal 
cumbmation,  which  the  figure  represents.  His  honest  and  manly  decla- 
ration of  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated,  in  constructing  that  fi- 
gure, should  exempt  him  from  censure  ;  but  in  what  manner  sh^I  we  vin* 
dicate  those,  who,  not  looking  beyond  the  figure,  have  servilely  described 
his  ideal  combination  at  the  time  they  were  pretending  to  be  copying  from 
nature,  and  thereby  have  led  a  qumber  of  those,  who  carelessly  confided 
in  their  descriptions,  to  entertain  the  erroneous  opiaion,  thai  the  hnraeral 
artery  in  size,  distribution,  and  ramification,  is  remarkably  regular  through- 
out the  species.  Their  several  accounts,  upon  the  idea  tliat  tb^  were 
taken  from  actual  <  bservation,  were  naturally  viewed  as  corroborative  evi- 
dence of  one  another,  and  accordingly,  the  whole  considered  as  a  proof, 
that  the  artery  had  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  appearance  and  character, 
in  all  the  individuals  where  it  had  been  examined.  So  late  even  as  the 
time  of  Camper,  the  figures,  in  both  Eostachius  and  Haller,  which  were 
thought  to  be  confirmed  by  these  shadows  of  actual  observation,  are  ap- 
pealed to  as  evidence,  that  the  high  division  of  the  humeial  artery  does  not 
f  xist,  or  occur  but  seldom.  The  truth,  however,  is,  the  high  division  oc- 
curs so  often,  that  we  can  hardly,  with  any  propriety,  call  it  an  anomaly, 
or  presume  to  mention  the  place  or  manner  of  the  division  that  are  com- 
mon to  the  species.  , 

*•  By  the  humeral  artery,  or  the  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artcrj', 
ve  are  simply  to  understand  that  continuation  of  the  axillary  portion,  from 
which  the  three  arteries  of  the  fore-arm,  the  radial,  the  ulnar,  and  the  in- 
teitosseal,  derive  their  origin.  The  place  and  manner  of  that  origin  to 
be  left  undefined,  as  these  difler  in  different  individuals.  In  a  rare  instance, 
which  I  have  seen,  and  which  is  still  preserved  in  my  collection,  the 
three  arteri*  s  spring  up  together  at  the  bend  of  the  arm.  But  if  one  of 
the  three  arise  separately,  as  is  generally  the  case,  then  the  humeral 
artei  y,  or  what  I  would  call  the  humeral  artery,  will  afterwards  terminate 
in  the  other  two.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  radial  artery  arise  first,  the 
humeral  artery  will  terminate  in  the  vlnar  and  interosseal ;  if  the  ulnar 
artery  arise  first,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  interosseal ;  or, 
if  the  interosseal  arise  first,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  ul- 
nar. The  first  case  is  common,  the  second  is  frequent,  |;>utthe  third  is  rare- 

*<  In  all  cases,  the  humeral  artery  is  immediately  under  the  integuments 
and  fascia,  situated  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  biceps ;  the  ulnar,  also,  and  in- 
terosseal, when  they  rise  high,  regularly,  continue  on  the  same  side.  Nay, 
even  the  radial,  when  it  rises  high,  seldom,  if  ever,  crosses  the  biceps,  till 
that  muscle  sends  off  the  tendinous  aponeurosis,  which  generally,  if  not 
always,  protects  this  artery,  as  it  passes  obliquely  to  iu  own  side.  What- 
ever be  the  branch,  also,  of  the  fore-arm,  that  is  sent  off  in  the  region  of 
the  humerus,  it  is  never  separated  far  from  the  trunk.  Of  the  thire, 
however,  the  ulnar,  from  its  running  occasionally  feripherad  of  the  fascia, 
is  that  which  admits  of  separation,  to  the  greatest  distance.  The  separated 
branches  run  parallel,  or  nearly  parallel,  to  the  course  of  the  Uunk,  as  far 
as  the  distal  extremity  of  the  humerus,  unless  that  branch  be  the  radial 

artery, 
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arteiyy  arittng  from  the  ulnar  aide  of  the  biuneialt  in  which  caae  it  crouet 
the  tniDk  on  the  denmil  aspect*  to  aMume  iu  regular  place  on  the  fore-arm. 
**  After  examioing  a  variety  of  arms  during  dissectiooi  comparing  more 
than  thirty-four  dried  preparations*  and  reading  the  angeiological  descrip« 
tions  of  most  of  the  writers  since  the  days  of  £usuchiu8»  I  cannot  discover* 
among  ail  the  branches  that  are  ramified  between  the  axilla  and  fore-arnu 
any  that,  in  strict  propriety  of  language,  can  be  called  regular.  The  Pro- 
TUNDA  Humeri,  the  Arteria  Nutritia  that  penetrates  the  bone,  and 
the  branch,  styled  the  Ramus  Anastomoticus,  being  regular  only  in  a 
linaited  sense,  when  compared  with  the  others  that  have  still  less  of  the 
uniform  character/'    p.  96 — io6. 

The  quotation  now  made,  will  serve  as  a  fair  specimen  of  Dr 
Barclays  styloy  manner*  and  views.  Besides  the  many  historical 
and  cntical  observations*  with  which  the  dryness  of  description 
is  relieved*  the  value  of  the  work  is  frequently  enhanced  by  the 
introduction  of  physiological  and  practical  remarks  connected 
with  his  subject.  We  need  scarcely  add*  that  we  recommend 
this  work  to  the  student  of  anatomy  \  and  although  we  wish  that 
Dr  Barclay  had  introduced  his  new  nomenclature  more  sparing- 
ly* and  only  where  common  language  was  ambiguous  and  in«^ 
sufficient  for  his  purpose,  we  must  confess*  that  we  became 
aooner  familiar  with  his  new  terms  than  we  expected. 


II.- 

jln  Inquiry  into  the  Process  of  Nature  in  repairing  Injuries  of  the  In^ 
tesiines  ;  illustrating  the  Treatment  of  Penetrating  Wounds^  and 
Strangulated  Hernia.  By  Bbnjamin  Tracers*  Demonstrates 
of  Anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital*  Surgeon  to  the  Hon.  East  In- 
dia Company*  and  to  the  London  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of 
the  ISye.     luondon^  1812.     8vo.     pp.  374. 

WE  have  perused  this  volume  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
ingenious  author  has  established  several  very'  important 
points*  and  has  every  where  shewn  himself  to  be  possessed  of 
great  acuteness*  observation*  and  industry.  We  proceed  to  give 
a  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  volume. 

Mr  Travers  divides  irijuries  into  two  classes ;  those  which 
have  an  inherent  power  oi  redress*  and  those  which  tend  to  in- 
evitable destruction.    The  imperfection  of  this  classification  is 

obvious. 
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obvieuS)  bnt  it  is  9f  little  consequence  to  the  chancier  oi  s 
work,  whose  object  is  to  ascertain  the  plan  and  limit  of  the  ope:* 
ation  of  nature  in  an  important  class  of  injurieSf  to  compare  d» 
facts  of  history,  with  the  results  of  experiment,  and  from  dtei^ 
sources  to  derire  a  ratipnal  and  consistent  theory  of  treats^!- 
To  this  inquiry  he  was  led  by  observing  the  numerovts  exampleft 
of  spontaneous  recovery  from  wounds  of  the  intestinal  canal  xii 
mortified  hernia ;  our  ignorance  of  the  process  which  oaar? 
adopts  on  these  occasions,  the  frequent  failures  of  the  contrinDce. 
of  art,  and  the  diversity  of  opinion,  which  distracts  the  pnov 
tioner.  In  having  recourse  to  experiments  on  animals  to  eiab- 
date  his  doubts,  our  author  controverts  the  opinion,  that  the  di- 
ference  of  economy  in  animals  of  difierent  species,  does  vsA  wr- 
ranc  the  transferency  of  the  results  of  experiments  performed  &> 
pn  one  to  another,  by  affirming  that  the  points  of  analogy  io  *i( 
general  structure  and  functions  of  all  animals  of  the  same  cu^ 
infinitely  preponderate  over  the  points  of  difference. 
^  In  the  arrangement  of  his  inquiry,  he  proceeds  from  the  mos: 
simple  to  the  con>plicat(^  forms  of  injury  \  and  the  first  impcn- 
ant  question  of  which  he  treats  is.  <<  whether  wounds  of  the  i> 
testines  be  followed  by  effusion  of  their  contents  into  the  abdo- 
men ?**  The  prevalent  opinions,  that  effusion  from  the  intestinf- 
in  whatever  degree  is  fatal,  and  that  it  is  the  uniform  consequence 
of  4  wound,  place  the  practical  importance  of  this  question  in  a 
strong  point  of  vidw,  as  in  our  author's  opinion  the  latter  of  ikcse 
assertions  is  contradicted  by  dissection,  and  by  the  fact  that  per- 
lK>ns  have  recovered  from  wounds  of  the  intestines,  21s  prcT«c 
both  by  the  direction  and  depth  of  the  wound,  and  by  the  dis- 
charge of  blood  upwards  and  downwards.  These  leave  po  doubt 
that  effusion  of  their  contents  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  coo- 
sequence  of  injuries  of  the  intestines,  inflicted  by  accident,  or  in- 
tentionally for  the  sake  of  experiment. 

In  the  second  chapter,  Mr  Travers  treats  of  the  adhesive  in- 
flammation of  the  peritoneum,  of  which  a  breach  of  continuirTi 
and  a  violent  separation  of  pares  naturally  in  opposition  are  ir^ 
powerful  exciting  causes.  The  influence  of  the  latter  circum- 
stance  is  so  great,  that  Mr  T.  says,  "  If  the  intestine  when 
protruded/  be  gradually  and  softly  returned  in  its  natural  ordfr, 
it  recovers  position  and  function  without  much  consequent  in- 
flammation ;  if  on  the  other  hand  it  be  put  back  in  the  ma$) 
without  attention  to  the  course  of  the  canal,  its  organic  fonctioa 
is  suspended,  and  it  becomes  an  irritant.  Inflammation  rapidij 
supervenes,  lymph  is  eff\ised  in  flakes,  and  the  folds  are  universal- 
ly agglutinated.'*  We  need  scarcely  call  the  attention  of  our  1 
readers  to  the  practical  application  of  this  remark.    From  expcri- 1 

menu 
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nettts  made  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  reparation  adopted  by  na« 
tiire  in  penetrating  wounda  unattended  by  exposure  of  the  gat, 
and  from  observations  which  have  occurred  in  practice,  Mr  Tra* 
▼ers  ascribes  the  happy  termination  in  a  great  measure  to  the  me* 
chanical  constitution  of  the  abdominal  cavitg^  as  it  is  called, 
in  which  the  outer  surfaces  .of  its  contents  are  everywhere 
in  contact  with  each  other,  or  the  inner  surface  of  the  contain** 
ing  parts,  so  that  in  point  of  fact  there  is  no  cavity. 

^  **  From  these  details  it  appears,  that  further  essential  adfantages  are  de- 
rived from  the  absolute  fulness  of  the  abdomen  :  that  it  not  only  prevents 
ctfusion,  but  provides  the  means  of  restoration :  that  the  process  ot  sponta- 
neous reparation  essentially  depends  upon  the  indefinite  extension  of  the 
peritonaeum,  (by  which  membranous  surfaces  identical  in  their  orcranization 
and  properties  are  everywhere  opposed))  and  upon  its  disposition  to  as- 
sume the  adhesive  inflammation.  Thus,  if  a  bowel  be  wounded  lying  in 
contact  with  the  peritonaeum  of  the  musclesy  it  repairs  itself  by  the  mutual 
adhesion  of  the  cut  sur^ces;  another,  more  distant  from  the  parietes, 
contracts  a  close  adhesion  with  the  contiguous  fold,  or  lays  hold  or  the  ad- 
jacent omentum  *•  If  the  wound  is  an  orifice  from  loss  of  subsunce,  it  is 
never  obliterated  by  the  deposition  of  new  matter,  but  by  the  permanent 
close  adhesion  of  the  surface  applied  to  its  margin  ;  if  on  the  contrary  it  is 
simply  a  division  of  substance,  as  in  a  clean  cut  wound,  the  sides  may  unite 
jfter  set  without  contracting  any  surrounding  adhesions,  as  happened  in  the 
instance  of  the  sailor  before  mentioned  ;  in  which  case  it  ^pears  probable 
that  the  cicatrix  will  escape  detection. 

The  real  danger  of  simple  intestinal  wounds,  depend  upon  the 
inflammation  not  being  circumscribed  to  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  injury,  but  becoming  diffused  and  extensive.  The  for- 
mer is  salutary,  and  the  process  by  which  nature  repairs  the  in- 
jury ;  the  latter  proves  destructive,  either  by  tending  directly  to 
gangrene,  or  in  healthier  subjects  in  the  adhesive  stage.  Effu- 
sion of  bile,  urine,  or  feculent  matter  prove  uniformly  fatal,  by 
their  irritating  quality  exciting  inflammation  (  but  effused  blood 
does  not  irritate  until  it  become  decomposed,  and  may  be'  re- 
moved with  success.  The  practical  inferences  which  Mr  Tra- 
cers has  drawn  from  his  consideration  of  this  subject,  is  to  assist 
the  salutary  processes  of  nature  by  total  abstinence  from  solid 
food,  allowing  no  nourishment  but  drink  of  easy  absorption^ 

given 


*  <<  <  It  does  not  seem  necessary'  says  Mr  Hunter,  <  that  both  surfaces  which 
are  to  be  united  should  be  in  a  state  of  mfiammation,  for  the  purpose  of  efiecttns 
an  union ;  it  appears  only  necessary  that  one  should  be  in  such  a  state^  which 
Is  to  furnish  the  materials,  viz.  to  throw  out  the  coagulating  lymphf  and  the 
opposite  unisflamcd  snrfKe  accepts  simply  of  the  u&ioQ*»  p*  S5s(/' 


474  Ut  TriTen  0n  InturUs  rfihe  tniati/iHt  Isfc^         OdU 

glTen  veiy  sparingly  and  at  long  intervak,  widi  a  rigid  ptcscnv 
tion  of  the  supine  po6ture>  conttnaed  as  long  as  siidi  treatment  it 
tndicatedi  together  wich  early,  free»  and  repeated  Uood-lettB^ 
general  and  local,  without  any  fear  of  reducing  the  power  of  dke 
system  below  the  means  of  reparation. 

The  third  chapter  contains  the  details  of  experiments^  dieviag 
the  effects  of  extensive  wounds  of  the  intestines  \  and  m  tk 
fourth  he  has  given,  in  addition  to  his  own  experiments,  the  sob- 
stance  of  those  performed  by  Mr  Astley  Cooper,  Dr  ThcunpsoQ, 
Regius  Professor  of  Military  Surgery  in  this  University,  and  Dr 
Smith  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  operation  and  effects  of  ligaturei 
and  sutures  in  wounds  of  the  intestines^  from  all  of  which  hehai 
drawn  the  following  conclusion ; 

<*  L  Effosioo  of  the  intestinal  matters  rarely  takes  place  in  peoetratag 
wounds.  The  impediment  to  effusion  consists,  first,  in  the  resisuace 
which  the  mechanism  of  the  abdomen  opposes,  and  secondly,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances contingent  upon  and  peculiar  to  intestinal  wounds.  Bj  6e 
former  statement  I  mean  the  general  contact  and  equal  pressure  before  a* 
plained  ;  by  the  latter,  the  processes  of  eversion,  contraction,  and  pento> 
Deal  adhesion. 

^  2.  Efiiision  of  the  intestinal  matters  more  readily  takes  pbce  froei 
lacerated  and  ulcerated  apertures,  because  in  these  the  combinatioD  of  tix 
causes  of  impediment  is  destroyed. 

'^  S.  The  uniform  contiguity  of  the  peritoneal  sur&ces,  and  the  lesdj 
disposition  of  these  surfaces  to  assume  the  adhesive  inflammation,  are  the 
means  provided  by  Nature  for  the  reparation  of  intestinal  woonds  and  io> 
juries. 

^  4.  By  these  means  punctured  and  sraaH  incised  wounds,  transvens  or 
fongitudina],  and  apertures  from  excisiou  of  substance,  readily  admk  d 
spontaneous  cure.  • 

*'  5.  It  is  even  possible  under  ceruin  conditions,  that,  after  a  wound  by 
which  the  intestine  is  half  divided,  the  tube  may  be  imperfectly  restored 
upon  the  same  principle ;  bi^  wounds  amounting  to  a  dtrect  division  of  tke 
canal  are  irreparable,  and  therefore  invariably  fatal. 

*'  6.  Where  the  division  is  indirect^  as  by  the  operation  of  a  stiictiirei 
natural  or  artificial,  the  injury  admits  of  speedy  and  perfect  recoinery. 

**  7.  Where  a  ligature  includes  a  portion  of  the  paries  imestin^ts,  the 
process  of  reparation  is  precisely  similar  to  that  which  takes  place  wtiert 
no  ligature  is  employed,  viz.  the  adhesive  inflammation  mar^mng  the  bI- 
eerated  wound  in  one  case,  and  the  simple  incised  wound  m  the  other, 
attaches  the  adjacent  peritoneal  surface. 

<*  8.  Ligktures  of  every  description,  uneonfoied  at  the  external  vouad, 
separate  into  the  canal  and  pass  off  with  its  contents :  not  from  any  Uv 
01  the  economy,  which  has  been  adduced  in  explanation  of  some  snnibr 
invariable  plienomena  of  which  the  cause  was  not  obvious,  but  from  their 
speedy  and  complete  investment  by  the  uniting  medium. 

««  9.  The  union  of  a  divided  bowel  requires  the  contact  of  the  cot  ex- 
tremities in  their  entire  circumference,  efiectively  to  resist  the  muscahr 
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action  opposed  to  an  artificial  conoection  during  the  process  of  union. 
Xhe  species  of  suture  employed  is  of  secondary  importance,  if  it  secures 
this  contact. 

*<  10.  The  mode  of  reparation,  adopted  in  those  wounds  of  the  intes- 
tines which  are  connected  by  artificial  means,  proceeds  upon  the  same  uni- 
form principle  as  is  exhibited  in  spontaneous  repairs.  But  the  effect  is 
varied,  inasmuch  as  retraction  of  the  divided  parts  being  in  the  former  pre- 
vented, the  cylinder  of  the  intestine  is  preserved  by  a  process  of  indepen- 
dent union,  whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  union  is  effected  entirely  by  the  me- 
dium of  surrounding  parts.''    p.  1S2—- 135. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  practical  application  of  the 
results  of  the  preceding  chapters,  to  complicated  wounds  at- 
tended by  feculent  discharge  ;  and  from  the  consideration  of 
many  cases  upon  record,  he  concludes,  that  the  intestinal  aper- 
ture retains  its  opposition  to  the  peritoneal  wound ;  that  the  free 
egress  of  matters  by  the  wound  prevents  obstructions  in  the  ca« 
nal,  and  consequently  relieves  the  patient  from  the  local  and 
constitutional  disturbance,  of  which  obstruction  is  a  never^failing 
cause  \  that  the  passage  of  the  matter  by  the  wound,  does  not  in 
any  degree  impede  the  subsequent  efforts  of  nature  to  restore  the 
canal ;  and  that  the  injury  carries  with  it  the  means  of  redressing 
an  inflammation  sufficient  for  its  reparation.    In  wounds  of  the 
belly  accompanied  by  prolapse,  if  the  intestine  be  not  wounded^ 
it  is  to  be  carefully  reduced  inch  by  inch  ;  but  where  the  intes- 
tine is  also   wounded,  Mr  Travers  strongly  recommends   the 
following  practice,  and  upon  grounds  which  appear  to  us  decisive. 

^  Let  a  small  round  sewing  needle,  armed  with  a  silk  thread,  be  passed 
near  to  the  lines  formed  at  the  bases  of  the  everted  lips.-  I'he  thread  is 
to  be  carried  at -short  regular  distances  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
wound,  the  operator  being  mindful  that  an  equal  portion  of  the  edges  is 
included  in  each  stitch.  When  the  auture  is  finished,  let  the  thread  be 
securely  fastened,  and  cut  close  to  the  knot  The  reduction  of  the  pro- 
lapsed fold  shouid  then  be  conducted  with  the  nicest  caution  ;  and  when 
completed,  the  wound  of  the  teguments  should  be  treated  with  a  stitch,  a 
plaster,  or  a  poultice,  as  circumstances  dictate.^ 

<<  The*  practice  embraces  two  points,  ist,  The  accurate  closure  of  the 
iotestiDal  wound,  by  which  the  case  is  reduced  to  one  of  simple  prolapse* 
2d,  The  careful  reduction  of  the  protruded  part,  and  the  union  of  the  di-' 
vided  integuments.  The  treatment  of  the  two  wounds  is  thus  madt  per* 
fectly  distinct ;  and  I  contend  that  this  distinction,  by  which  the  practice 
is  materially  simplified,  is  indicated  by  the  facts  on  evidence,  viz.  the  in- 
dependent restoration  of  the  cylinder,  and  the  provision  made  for  ihe  liga- 
ture in  that  process.  The  principle  of  a  preternatural  connection  between, 
the  bowel  and  the  tegument  where  the  union  is  obtained  by  the  suture, 
upon  which  all  writers  have  insisted  as  essential,  is  a  false  one  ;  if  it  were . 
DOt|  a  depending  ligature  would  be  nugatory  \  but  whoever  will  carefully 

examine 


476  Mr  Travers  on  Injuries  of  the  Inteitina,  l^c.  Oct 

ezainiDethei>roces8ofre6t)0ratioO|  will  come  to  the  stronger  coucIusiod, 
that  it  18  injuriousy  and  in  direct  ?iolation  to  the  procedure  of  Nature." 
p.  188, 189. 

This  chapter  concludes  with  a  few  observations  on  artificial 
anus  as  a  consequence  of  wounds.  Our  author  then  proceeds  lo 
the  consideration  of  strangulation,  primary  and  secondary,  of  the 
intestines,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  produces  death.  He  imi- 
tated the  former  by  making  a  light  ligature  upon  the  protruded 
gut,  and  the  latter  by  drawing  a  loop  of  intestines  through  a 
small  muscular  orifice.  In  the  former  sphacelus  is  rapidly  in- 
duced, the  gut  bursts  and  discharges  the  contents  of  the  upper 
bowels.  Tlus  gives  immediate  relief,  and  an  artificial  anus  is 
formed,  and  though  the  experiment  is  ultimately  fatal,  the  pen- 
toneal  surface  invariably  remains  healthy.  In  the  latter,  inflam* 
mation  of  the  strictured  bowel  is  produced,  and  if  the  obstruction 
be  complete,  the  animal  dies  of  general  peritoneal  inflammation. 
To  discriminate  between  the  effects  of  the  obstruction  and  of  the 
local  injury,  our  author  combined  these  experiments  in  a  third, 
which  he  considers  as  proving  that  the  obstruction,  and  not  the 
local  injury,  is  the  cause  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 

^  •«  A  loop  of  intestine,  four  inches  long,  was  drawn  through  a  small  in- 
rision  of  the  parietes ;  the  anterior  half  was  strangulated  by  a  tight  liga- 
ture on  the  outside  of  the  integument,  which  was  then  sewed  close  around 
it  J  and  the  remaining  two  inches  were  left  to  inflame  in  the  space  between 
the  muscles  and  the  skin.  The  slough  of  the  strangulated  part  speedily 
followed,  and  suffered  the  matters  to  pass  externally.  The  animal  lived  a 
week,  and  then  sunk  under  the  drain  from  the  wound. 

**  Examination. — The  intercepted  portions  of  bowel  were  highly  inflam- 
ed, and  their  contiguous  surfaces  adhered ;  the  sloughs  were  detached  by 
ulceration  m  the  line  of  the  ligature*  but  all  within  Sie  abdomen  appeared 
healtlhiv* 

<*  This  experiment  proves  that  inflammation  of  the  strictured  gut,  when 
existing  in  the  greatest  degree,  does  not  spread  into  tlie  abdomen  or  ex- 
tend above  the  stricture,  so  as  to  aflPect  the  peritoneal  surface."  p.  207, 
208. 

In  further  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  Mr  Travers  detaUs 
some  cases  communicated  by  Dr  Babington  and  Dr  Farre,  in 
which  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia  were 
the  effects  of  intestinal  obstruction  from  omer  causes ;  and  he 
quotes  the  fact,  that  frequently,  although  the  operation  be  dex- 
terously performed,  and  the  intestines  reduced  before  any  appear* 
ance  of  mortification,  there  is  no  remission  of  the  urgent  5]rmp- 
toms,  owing,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  obstruction  continuing  in 
consequence  of  a  paralytic  state  of  the  strangulated  portion  of 
gut. 

1  The 
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The  two  last  chapters  treats  principally  of  partial  strangula^ 
tion  and  mortified  intestine  i  and  we  shall  terminate  our  analysis 
of  this  very  instructive  volume,  by  extracting  our  author's  sum* 
mary  of  the  treatment  which  he  recommends. 

«  1.  A  strangulated  iDtestioe  must  be  in  one  of  two  states,  viz.  reco- 
verable or  irrecoverable.  The  former  includes  the  inflamed :  the  tatter 
tbe  mortified  sute.  Where  cMsorgatiization  has  not  commenced,  or  hav^ 
ing  commenced)  is  superfi  cial  or  circumscribed,  the  bowel  may  be  return* 
ed  under  the  restrictions  before  advised.  Fomentauons  and  glysters  mast 
be  had  recourse  to  immediately,  and  a  mild  purgadve  be  exhibited,  in  the 
least  offensive  form,  as  soon  ^  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  has  subsided 
sufficiently  to  allow  of  its  being  retained,  and  it  should  be  repeated  at  short 
intervab,  until  bilious  evacuations  are  obtained. 

<*  2.  Where  the  gangrene  is  general  or  complete,  and  the  matters  are 
discharged  through  an  opening  or  openings  in  the  gut,  a  free  incision  of 
the  sac  is  all  that  appears  to  be  required.  If  the  spoiled  gut  b  extensivcy 
the  surgeon  may  use  his  own  judgment  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
slooghs,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness. 

**  3.  Where,  under  the  same  state  of  disorganization,  the  gut  has  not 
burst,  and  the  process  of  sloughing  has  not  conunenced,  an  opening  should 
be  made  near  to  the  stricture,  sufficient  to  admit  of  the  discharge  of  the 
matters.    If  the  stricture  should  still  be  sufficient  to  retain  the  mattert» 
which  will  seldom  be  the  case,  a  moderate  diiauuon  of  it  will  be  required. 
If  the  discharge  is  scanty,  and  the  symptoms  are  imperfecdy  relieved,  a 
gende  laxative  may  be  exhibited.    An  enema  should  be  administeredt 
without  changing  die  position  of  the  patient,  night  and  morning.    The 
dressings  should  be  of^  fine  absorbent  linen,  and  so  frequently  renewed  as 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  bile  or  faecal  fluid  in  the  wound ;  and  every 
precandon  should  be  taken  to  preserve  cleanliness,  and  prevent  the  over- 
flowing of  the  bile  and  consequent  excoriation  of  the  skin.     Bile  apfmrs 
essentially  to  promote  a  healthy  granulation.     Strong  soups  and  animal 
jellies,  and  every  variety  of  nutriment  in  a  condensed  bat  easily  assimilable 
form,  should  compose  the  patient's  diet.     Of  the  propriety  of  exhibitiDg 
cordial,  or  tonic,  or  astringent  medicines,  I  am  very  doubtral.    The  aug- 
mentation in  solidity  and  quantity  of  food  should  be  gradual ;  and  especial 
care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  obstiuction  to  the  matters,  when  the 
wound  inclines  to  healing,  and  the  discharge  becomes  sensibly  diminished. 
A  gende  laxative,  such  as  oil  or  manna,  might  probably  be  given  at  this 
time  with  advanuge.''    p.  332«-S95. 
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On  tke  Operation  of  Largely  Puncturing  the  Capsule  of  the  Crystalline 
Humoury  in  order  to  promote  the  Absorption  of  the  Cataract  ;  and 
on  the  Gutta  Serena  accompanied  with  Pain  and  Inflammation ; 
from  the  Third  Edition  of  Olservations  on  the  Cataract  and  Gutta 
Serena.  Bjr  James  War£,  Surgeon,  F.  R.  S.  Lond.  1812. 
8yo.    pp.  26. 

IN  the  former  editions  of  Mr  Ware's  Works,  several  cases 
were  inserted  of  persons  having  recovered  their  sight  by  the 
opaque  crystalline  lens  being  absorbed  without  the  necessity  of 
performing  any  opearation.  These  papers  are  omitted  in  the 
third  edition,  and  the  observations  now  before;  us  are  introduced 
to  point  out  a  method  by  which  the  absorption  may  be  promoted, 
not  only  in  cases  of  cataract  subsequent  to  an  external  injury, 
but  also  in  those  cataracts  which  come  on  in  infancy,  and  in 
congenital  cataract.  This  method  consists  of  an  opcradon, 
which  has,  of  late  years,  been  strongly  recommended  in  all 
cases,  the  puncturing  xhe  capsule  of  the  lens  with  a  needle,  and 
instead  of  depressing  the  cataract,  the  endeavouring  to  break  it 
down,  and  leave  the  fragments  to  be  absorbed  in  the  aqueous 
hurmour.  This  mode  was  first  recommended  by  Mr  Pott,  in 
cases  of  soft  or  fluid  cataracts,  where  they  cannot  be  depressed, 
and  has  of  late  years  been  strongly  recommended  in  all  cases  by 
Professor  Scarpa  and  Mr  Hey  of  Leeds.  It  gives  us  much  plea* 
sure  to  find  that  the  author,  though  he  recommends  this  mode 
in  the  cases  of  cataract  in  early  life,  still  gives  a  decided  prefer* 
ence  to  the  operation  of  extraction,  which  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  to  our  readers  as  unquestionably  the  best  mode  of 
removing  the  disease  in  the  adult.  Mr  Ware,  speaking  on  this 
subject,  remarks : 

«*  To  this  indiscriminate  preference,  however,  I  cannot  accede ;  befog 
fully  persuaded,  that,  though  in  the  cases  of  young  persons,  and  particular- 
ly of  infants,  the  operation  of  largely  puncturing  the  capsule,  and  breaking' 
oown  the  substance  of  the  opaque  crystalline,  possesses  considerable  merit, 
yet  when  the  cataract  attacks  adult  and  aged  persons,  the  operation  of 
extraction,  if  well  performed,  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  it."-~p.  5. 
And  again,  p.  9.  **  The  experience  of  more  than  thirty  years  authorises 
roe  to  entertain  a  much  higher  opinion  of  the  operation  of  extraction,  and 
to  express  a  decided  preference  of  it,  when  the  disorder  attacks  adult  per* 
sons  and  those  who  are  aged/' 

In   performing   the  operation   of  puncturing  the  capsule  of 
'  crystalline  humour,  great  benefit  is  derived  from  the  arti« 
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ficlal  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the  extract  of*belladon- 
na«  Though  the  singular  property  possessed  by  this,  as  well  as 
by  other  narcotics,  was  first  pointed  out  in  London  by  the  late 
Mr  Sanders,  it  has  been  long  known  on  the  Continent,  and 
we  recollect  having  seen  an  operation  for  cataract  performed  a 
dozen  of  years  ago»  where  the  belladonna  had  been  previously 
applied.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  more  particularly  noticed  by- 
Professor  Himly  of  Jerla  *,  and  the  late  Professor  Schmidt  of 
Vienna,  who  gave  a  preference  to  the  hyoscyamus  extract,  as  be- 
ing less  stimulant  when  applied  to  the  eye  itself,  and  as  its  effects 
are  confined  to  the  iris,  whereas  those  of  the  belladonna  some* 
times  extend  to  the  retina.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means 
of  the  belladonna,  may  be  caused  by  its  internal  use,  but  it  is  pro* 
duced  with  more  certainty  by  ruobing  a  little  of  the  extract  on 
the  eye-browSf  or  applying  it  to  the  eye  diluted  with  wateri 
by  means  of  a  hair*pencil. 

The  instruments  used  in  this  operation  are  Pellier's  elevator  for 
the  upper  eye-lid,  which  is  always  necessary  in  the  case  of  in- 
fants, though,  when  the  patients  are  beyond  that  age,  the  author 
observes,  it  may  sometimes  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  eye  fixed 
by  the  fingers  above ;  a  needle  resembling  that  of  Mr  Hey,  except 
that  its  extremity  is  pointed,  and  it  cuts  on  one  side  for  the  space 
of  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch ;  the  other  side  is  blunt ;  it  is  about 
an  inch  long,  and  should  form  a  complete  wedge  through  its 
whole  length.  The  pupil  having  been  previously  dilated  by  the 
application  of  the  belladonna,  half  an  hour  before,  Mr  Ware 
thus  describes  the  steps  of  the  operation : 

<*  The  patient  being  either  seated  on  a  chair  of  a  suitable  height*  or 
placed  on  a  table  with  the  head  properly  raised  on  a  piliow,  the  bent  end 
of  the  speculum  should  be  introduced  under  the  upper  eye-lid*  and  the  in« 
atruroent  committed  to  the  care  of  an  assistant.  The  eye  being  thus  fix- 
ed, the  point  of  the  narrow  bladed  knife  above  mentioned  should  be  pier-  . 
ced  through  the  sclerotica*  on  the  side  next  the  temple*  about  the  eighdi 
of  an  inch  from  its  union  to  the  cornea*  witli  its  blunt  edge  upwards  ;  and 
it  should  be  pushed  forwards  in  the  same  direction  until  so  much  of  its 
blade  has  entered  the  eye,  that  its  point  has  nearly  reached  the  crystalline. 
Its  point  should  then  be  brought  forwards,  until  it  has  passed  through  the 
opaque  crystalline  and  its  capsule,  and  is  plainly  visible  in  the  anterior 
chamber  of  the  aqueous  humour.  The  future  proceedings  must  be  go- 
verned by  what  now  occurs.  If  the  cataract  be  fluid*  and  the  anterior 
chamber  become  immediately  filled  with  the  opaque  matter*  it  appears  to 
sne  advisable  to  withdraw  the  instrument*  and  defer  further  measures  until 
the  matter  be  absorbed*  which  absorption  usually  takes  place  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days^  and  sometimes  of  a  few  hours.     If  no  visible  change  be 
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srodttced  in  thejpapil«  the  pomt  aod  cottiiig  edffe  of  the  i 
be  apfdied  m  dinereot  directiooi,  so  as  to  diviae  bodi  the  <^ia^  cry^ 
line  Slid  its  capsule  ioto  small  portioosy  and»  if  poasible^  to  hnag  thea  ^' 
wards  into  the  anterior  chamber.  This  may  require  the  instroiBeot  ts  Ir 
kept  in  the  eye  for  a  minute  or  two ;  but*  if  the  operator  pttserR  b 
steadiness^  he  may  continue  it  there  a  much  longer  tune  without  doog^ 
least  injury  to  the  iris  or  any  other  part.  If  the  cataract  be  food  cr 
a  firm  consistence*  (though  this  rarely  happens  in  young  peraoos,)  a  is? 
be  advisable  to  depress  it  below  the  pupil ;  and  in  such  a  tase  fsiiek 
care  should  be  taken  to  perforate  largely  the  posterior  part  of  the  cspsit 
and  to  withdraw  the  instrument  immediately  after  the  cataraa  has  ba 
depressed*  in  order  to  hinder  it  from  rising  again*  If  the  opadty  be  is  ih^ 
capsule*  the  instrument  will  not  act  so  easily  upon  it  as  it  does  ot  -k 
opaque  crystalline  ;  but*  notwithstanding  this*  the  capsule*  aa  wdl  a$  'k 
crystalline*  may  be  divided  by  it  into  urger  or  smaller  portioDs*  ^ki 
portions*  when  thus  divided*  will  be  softened  by  the  action  of  theaqaeoj 
numour ;  and  though*  in  the  first  operation  on  such  a  case^  it  wajwt 
possible  to  remove  the  opacity*  yet*  on  the  second  or  third  attemptttk  ^ 
vided  portions  may  be  brought  forwards  into  the  anterior  chamber  d  tbe 
acjueotts  humour*  in  which  place  they  will  then  be  gradually  absodxJs^ 
will  soon  disappear.''    p.  1 1-14. 

In  performing  this  operation,  Mr  Ware  is  farther  of  o{»okii 
that  the  surgeon  will  operate  with  more  composure  if  the  patkst 
is  laid  on  a  table*  than  if  he  be  placed  in  the  erect  posture  on  i 
chair,  and  this  will  be  found  particularly  proper  ^vrhere  the  p^ 
tient  is  an  infant,  and  his  steadiness  cannot  be  depended  oc» 
and,  of  course,  if  the  right  eye  is  the  subject  of  operadon*  and 
the  surgeon  operate  with  his  right  hand,  ne  must  sit  bduiid  iht 
patient,  and,  in  that  case^  will  manage  the  speculum  with  &is 
left  hand,  while  an  assistant  depresses  the  under  eye-lid.  If 
symptoms  of  inflammation  come  on  after  the  operation,  or  tbe 
patient  sufier  much  pain  during  its  performance,  the  antiphloge- 
tic  regimen  should  be  rigidly  observed,  for  we  have  found,  in  all 
operations  for  cataract,  that  the  success  is  more  frequendj  pi^ 
vented  by  inflammation  than  any  other  occurrence^  though  ^ 
author  remarks,  that  he  has  never  once  had  occasion  to  tab 
blood  from  infants,  and  very  rarely  in  persons  under  twenif 
years  of  age.  The  patient  should  be  kept  in  a  dark  room,  ^ 
the  eye  guarded  against  a  strong  light  bv  a  compress  of  lin^ 
dipped  in  a  weak  saturnine  lotion,  for  a  few  days  after  the  <^ 
ration.  At  the  end  of  ten  days  the  inflammation  is  generaO; 
gone,  and  if  the  opaque  matter  be  observed  still  to  objure  tbe 
pupil,  it  is  recommended  to  repeat  the  operation  in  the  w^ 
way,  endeavouring  to  bring  the  opaque  portion  into  the  aflteiKff 
chamber.  Mr  Ware  observes,  that  in  the  greater  number  of 
cases  that  have  come  under  his  care,  the  operation  has  been  /^ 
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peated  twice ;  in  a  few  the  cure  has  been  completed  the  first 
time  \  and  in  only  three  out  of  the  last  twenty  has  it  been  requi* 
site  to  repeat  the  operation  a  fourth  time.  Instead  of  these  fre« 
quent  repetitions  of  the  operation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  follow  the  mode  recommended  by  the 
late  Mr  Gibson  of  Manchester, — after  the  first  operation  with 
the  needle,  to  make  a  small  incision  in  the  transparent  cornea^ 
and  to  extract  the  opaque  portions  through  it ;  as  in  that  waj 
their  removal  may  bH  in  general  effected  at  once^  and  because  it 
is  attended  with  less  danger  and  irritation  to  the  eye,  and  occa- 
sions less  pain  to  the  patient. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  the  account  of  this  operation  by  remark- 
ing, in  a  note,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  the  late  Mr 
Saunders  punctured  the  cornea  instead  of  passing  the  needle 
through  the  sclerotic:^.  This  operation  was  proposed  in  the  year 
1797,  by  the  late  Dr  Conradi,  and  repeatedly  practised  by  Dr 
Beer,  and  other  oculists,  with  various  success ;  but,  in  cases  of 
adults,  cannot  be  brought  into  comparison  with  the  operation  of 
extraction,  and  on  that  account  is  now  generally  laid  aside, 
though  it  might  be  of  great  benefit  when  the  crystalline  is  de- 
cidedly fluid,  being  attended  with  much  less  pain  than  the  usual 
mode  of  performing  depression. 

On  the  Gutta  Serena  accompanied  'with  Pain  and  Inflammation, 
It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  patients  labouring  under 
amaurosis,  or  insensibility  of  the  retina,  are  subject  to  attacks  of 
inflammation  of  the  eye,  which  the  author  considers  to  be  of  a 
peculiar  kind,  and  not  removable  by  the  ordinary  means.  From 
having  observed  an  efi\iston  of  lymph  between  the  choroid  coat 
and  retina,  in  cases  of  gutta  serena,  after  death,  Mr  Ware  was 
led  to  try  the  effect  of  puncturing  the  ball  of  the  eye  through  the 
sclerotica,  with  a  grooved  needle,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been 
attended  with  beneficial  eflFects.  As  these  cases  are  not  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  we  shall  select  one  of  Mr  Ware's,  as  the  best 
description  of  his  method  of  treatment : 

«  Mr  G.  of  ChippeDham,  applied  to  me,  io  the  latter  part  of  November 
1810>  on  account  ot  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  which  had  been  ac« 
companied»  upwards  of  three  weeks,  with  a  most  violent  pain  both  in  the 
head  and  eye  ;  the  sight  having  been  previously  lost  by  a  complete  gutta 
serena.  A  great  variety  of  evacuant  and  anodyne  remedies  had  been  era- 
ployed,  both  externally  and  internally,  by  his  medical  adviser  in  the  coun- 
try, without  aflbrding  lasung  relief.  In  this  instance,  suspecting  a  fluid 
to  be  eflosed  between  the  choroid  coat  and  retina,  I  immediately ,  made  a 
puncture  through  the  sclerotica  with  the  grooved  needle  above  mentioned  ; 
cartyinff  the  point  of  the  instrument  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  into 
the  ballof  the  eye,  a  little  further  back  than  the  part  which  is  usually 
punctured  in  the  operation  of  couching.    A  considerable  quantity  of  a 
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watery  flmd,  eridently  (liferent  from  the  vitreous  hamoor*-  iooed  wiat- 
(Kstety  thrott^  the  groove  of  the  iostranieiit.  The  operation  gate  can- 
rfderable  pjun*  and  it  did  not  wholly  cease  for  two  hours  ;  bat  aftemni 
the  patient  felt  into  a  sound  sleep,  and  awoke  much  refreshed,  and  qsi:: 
€tsy.'»    p,  18-Sa 

Mr  Ware  also  mentions  two  cases  of  recent  blindness,  tftnd- 
ed  b]r  a  dilated  pupil,  without  any  pain  or  infiamniation,  vkR 
the  patients  recovered  their  sight  by  means  of  puncturirif  rst 
eye-ball,  and  he  remarks,  that  the  fluid  discharged  appeard  t^ 
be  merely  the  Titreous  humour,  scarcely  in  a  diseased  state.  Fir- 
ticttlar  care  should  be  taken  to  direct  the  point  of  the  instnusest 
so  as  not  to  wound  the  capsule  of  the  crystalline,  which  acclkr: 
might  occasion  an  opacity  of  that  humour. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  these  observations  by  stating,  that,  is 
cases  of  closure  of  the  pupil  after  an  unsuccessful  operatioD  i 
extracting  the  cataract,  he  has  repeatedly  succeeded  in  making  2 
new  pupil  according  to  Cheselden*s  mode,  the  fibres  of  the  ktf 
retracting  after  they  were  divided,  and  leaving  an  opening  vcn 
nearly  of  the  natural  size  of  the  pupil. 


IV. 

BlONOiCiA*  Opinions  cMcemtng  Life  and  Healthy  introiucUrj  U 
a  Course  of  Lectures  9n  the  Physiology  of  Sentient  Beings.  Bf  A. 
P.  Buchan,  M.  D.  of  the  Ropl  College  of  Physicians,  L<»> 
don.    Small  8vo.     pp.  119.     London  1811. 

WE  have  been  amused  bv  the  perusal  of  this  little  wdUwrines 
volume,  which  exhioits  a  neat  sketch  of  the  general  facts 
connected  with  the  existence  of  animal  life.  But  we  doobc, 
whether  it  be  calculated  to  accomplish  one  of  the  purposes  wh^ 
the  author  appears  to  have  in  view,  to  wit,  that  of  seducing  the 
unprofessional  inquirer  info  the  path  of  phyuological  science, 
and  of  teaching  him,  physically  as  well  as  morally,  to  kmw  him^ 
self  For,  independently  of  the  difficulty  of  conveying  infonna- 
tion  to  minds  that  have  <<  not  been,  in  some  measure,  ahtadf 
awakened  to  analogous  trains  of  thought,''  which  the  author  has 
acknowledged  in  his  preface,  the  brief  and  aphoristic  style,  and 
the  abstract  form,  in  which  he  has  chosen  to  inculcate  his  opi- 
nions, appear  to  be  ill  adapted  to  interest  the  novice,  or  to  ftctli- 
tate  his  comprehension  of  the  arrangement  and  connection  of  the 
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£ict8)  from  which  the  laws  of  Hfe  are  dedoeed.  Nor  are  we  «n 
dsfied  with  the  author's  reason  for  choosing  this  method :  name* 
IjT)  his  despair  of  attaining  geometrical  accuracy,  which  he  alone 
deems  worthy  of  the  appellation  of  reatwing.  For,  ahhough  tlM 
close  connection  and  dependence  of  every  step  in  the  progress  of 
the  science  may  not  be  thus  clear  |  yet  the  general  laws  are 
equally  the  result  of  an  arrangement  of  facts,  according  to  the 
real  or  apparent  relations,  and  therefore  the  connecting  mediuni 
should  not  be  broken,  but  maintained  as  far  as  it  is  practicable* 
Perhaps,  however,  this  is  rather  the  task  of  the  lectuier  in  hit 
subsequent  course,  than  in  an  introductory  sketch. 

The  operations  of  nature,  the  author  observes,  consist  of  a 
series  of  changes,  effected  by  the  motions  of  matter,  which  arise 
from  two*sources;  gravitation  or  mutual  attraction,  and  life  9 
the  origin  of  both  of  which  is  inscrutable  by  man,  whose  sole 
knowledge  is  confined  to  the  observation,  arrangement,  and  com* 
parison  oJF  the  changes  produced.  The  inference  of  the  existence 
of  mindf  as  distinct  from  matter,  and  as  producing  the  com* 
mencement  of  those  motions,  which  our  author  ascribes  to  ^  an 
tnstinctive  principle*'  in  man,  is  surely  a  deduction  from  obser* 
▼ation  of  the  necessary  agency  of  his  own  mind,  or  of  some  other 
self-moving  or  sentient  being,  ii)  giving  rise  to  similar  motions  or 
changes  $  i,  t.  of  the  necessary  agency  of  a  cause  in  every  changib 
He  affirms,  with  Tucker,  that  mind  and  matter  appear  to  be 
equally  durable,  and  alike  incapable  of  increase,  diminution,  or 
annihiladon }  a  conchision  which  is  by  no  means  so  clear,  being 
an  inference  from  an  inference,  and  not  from  direct  observation. 

In  his  idea  of  life  Dr  Buchan  includes  only  animal  or  sentient 
life,  although  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  yegetable  world, 
their  generation,  growth,  organization,  secretions  and  excretions^ 
and  their  resistance  to  surrouniding  agents  of  decomposition,  have 
justly  caused  them  to  be  ranked  among  beings  possessed  of  life. 
In  the  very  definition,  which  the  author  has  quoted  from  Lin- 
Aseus,  to  prove  that  «  the  presence  of  life  is  indicated  by  sensa« 
tion,'*  it  is  said,  «•  vcgetabilia  crescunt  et  vivunt.**.  The  author 
is  of  opinion,  it  should  seem,  that  there  is  a  <<  principle  of  life'' 
^superadded  to  organized  bodies,  <<  to  which  it  imparts  acti^ity^'' 
and  with  which  its  connection  is  only  temporary :  of  the  exisir 
cnce  of  which,  however,  independently  of  organized  mattery  we 
conceive  there  is  no  evidence  \  and  its  superaddition  to  vegetablf 
bodies  is  an  equally  necessary  supposition,  if  the  phenomena  just 
enumerated  are  to  be  attributed  to  such  a  principle  in  any  case. 

After  speaking  of  the  phenomena  of  animal  life,  which  the 
author  ascrftes  to  the  vital  principle,  viz.  the  ^uictioaa  df  di- 
gestion and'  seeretion^  and  the  necessity  of  coniaQmcation  witfi 
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tike  airy  which  conititute  what  are  thence  called  the  vkai  fmc- 
tioDt  ;-«of  aenaation,  hj  which  animals  are  connected  with  ex- 
ternal nature;— and  of  the  appetites  and  instincts,  hj  which  ther 
supply  themselves  with  food,  and  multiply  their  species,  beiif 
iiimished  with  various  organs  of  locomotion,  &c.  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  these  purposes,  and  with  organs  of  defence  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  young ; — ^the  author  informs  us,  that  maa  ii 
possessed  of  a  seewtJ  superadded  principle.    <*  In  addition  to  cs 
sentient  principle,  by  which  the  animal  i$  distinguished  from  tk 
vegetable,  man  is  moreover  endowed  with  a  rational  soul,  suw 
Jptited  bv  the  significant  sign  of  articulate  speech,"  immediateij 
inspireo  by  the  Deity,  and  '<  manifest  in  the  expression  of  ks 
countenance-^the  image  of  God.''    The  faculties  of  other  as* 
mab  are  all,  it  seems,  resolvable  into  the  principle  of*  life,  sad, 
in  our  author's  opinion,  diflFer  in  Mo  from  those  of  maa. 

**  Thf  tellies  only  trsasmit  particalar  notices  ;  it  is  the  mind  wbidi  k- 
fers  the  existence  of  a  whole.  That  which  appears  merely  a  coknred 
sarfsce  to  an  animal,  to  man  presenu  an  intelligible  picture."  p.  1 1. 

We  shall  not  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  these  delicstt 
points,  which  in  fact  are  inscrutable ;  but  we  cannot  express  oar 
approbation  of  this  philosophy.  The  last  observation  is  ccmtra- 
dieted  by  the  experience  of  every  day,  as  far  as  any  coodusioc 
can  be  drawn  upon  the  subject :  and  however  we  may  admit  the 
limited  and  unimprovable  nature  of  instinctive  propensities;  yet 
to  deny  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  (which  implies  the  faculties 
of  association,  and  memory,  as  well  as  of  attention,  and  peitep- 
tion,)  to  the  dog,  the  horse,  the  elephant,  &c.  is  in  our  opinioa 
impossible.  To  all  intelligible  appearances  the  dog  has  the  same 
notion  of  the  solidity  of  the  stick  held  up  to  beat  him  or  of  the 
meat  oflFered  him  to  eat,  as  ourselves,  inasmuch  as  he  acts  just  as 
man  would  act  under  the  same  impressions.  We  know  not  where 
the  line  is  to  be  drawn. 

'*  voi/f  opii  K0U  vov(  <exot/ii*   7Vaa  xmt^  Xtfi  rtf^Aie:*'  our  author 
adopts  the  doctrine:  «  It  is  the  mind  that  sees  and  hears»"  &c.    I 
Where,  then,  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  <•  prindples,*^   I 
which  our  author  separates  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  *<  to  man 
alone  is  given  the  capacity  of  comparing  the  relations  of  matter, 
space,  and  time,  by  means  of  weight,  measure,  and  number.'*— 
p.  12.     **  Jtnd  man,  tke  chief  of  animali^  touches  the  earth  with  btU 
mare  than  the  termination  ef  his  inferior  extremitiu.'*  p.  15.    His   , 
superior  faculties  are  abundantly  obvious :  but  the  lower  animab  | 
<<  see  and  hear,"  and  possess  faculties  which  are  entirely  distinct 
from  the  ordinary  suggestions  of  what  has  been  called  instinct. 

Dr  Buchan  traces,  with  a  rapid  hand,  some  of  the  other  pecs* 
liarities  of  organized  life,— »its  power  of  resistance  to  the  onli- 
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nary  inflaence  of  chemical  and  mechanical  agencyi-^-and  the  dif. 
felrence  in  the  ratio  of  animal  action  and  the  intensity  of  the  sti- 
mulus which  excites  it,  when  compared  with  mechanical  motion, 
and  its  cause.  And  he  observes,  that  the  necessities  of  man« 
kind  having  led  them  to  the  earlier  cultivation  of  the  mechanical 
sciences,  the  laws  of  physical  causation  were  too  readily  trans- 
ferred to  the  actions  of  living  and  reasonable  beings,  and  thus 
much  erroneous  reasoning,  both  respecting  the  health  of  the  bo« 
dy  and  the  principles  of  human  conduct,  nas  been  produced,  p. 
18.  Hence  the  study  of  physiology  has  been  chiefly  confined  to 
professional  men,  to  whom  mysterious  knowledge  was  therefore 
ascribed  by  the  people  in  days  of  ignorance,  and  many  of  whom 
indeed  have  thought  it  their  interest  to  pretend  to  possess  it :  to 
that  <*  in  all  times,"  as  Lord  Bacon  remarks,  *<  in  the  opinion  of 
the  multitude^  witches  and  impostors  had  a  competition  with 
physioians,  and  the  ancient  poets  were  clear-sighted  in  discerniitg 
this  extreme  folly,  when  they  made  j£sculapius  and  Circe  both 
the  children  of  Apollo.'*  p.  20. 

*^  Wpnder,"  Dr  Bucban  well  observes,  <<  is  the  offspring  of  ignorance. 
lA^hen  a  phenomenon  cap  be  explained,  |.  e,  referred  to  some  general  law 
of  nature,  with  the  operation  of  which  we  are  already  acquainted,  men 
cease  to  wonder.  But  as  the  laws  of  life  have  never  yet  become  the  ob- 
ject of  general  attention,  mankind  in  former  days  believed  cenain  diseases 
to  be  the  acts  of  evil  spirits,  as  at  present  they  are  inclined  to  attribute 
their  cure  to  any  nysterious  and  uniotelligible  influence,  rather  than  to  the 
aaiMtive  powers  connected  with  the  vital  principle.  Hence  the  belief  that 
so  long  prevailed  of  various  complainu  being  removed  by  the  tmuh  of  cer- 
tain individuals,  plebeian  as  well  as  royal ;  the  implicit  faith  in  the  trices 
pf  animal  magnetism,  and  the  more  recent  imposture  of  metallic  tractors. 
The  grossness  of  these  and  m^ny  similar  impositions,  proves  that  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  muhitude  is  by  no  means  in  propoi^tion  to  the  craft  of  the  im- 
postor, bat  in  the  ratio  of  their  own  ignorance."  p.  22. 

The  only  eflicient  mode  of  eradicating  empiricism,  and  of  ob« 
viating  the  ci^tensive  mischiefs  of  medical  imposture,  the  author 
remarks,  is  the  same  which  has  been  successful  in  emancipating 
other  departments  of  human  knowledge  from  the  trammels  of 
imposition,  and  the  dominion  of  ignorance.  Judicial  astrology, 
and  the  shackles  under  which  the  human  mind  was  held  by  its 
professors,  the  soothsayers,  &c.  have  been  annihilated  before  the 
light  o(  astronomy  :  natural  philosophy  has  banished  the  terrors 
ox  spectres,  and  demons,  and  witches,  which  terrified  our  ances- 
tors \  and  the  golden  dreams  of  alchemy  have  vanished  under  the 
improvements  of  modem  chemistry.  And  as  religion  has  become 
the  subject  of  general  investigation,  the  improvement  of  the  hu- 
man mind  has  been  great^  nor  has  that  of  morals  been  less  con- 
spicuous 


486  DrBudn&'ftJBMOflMu  (k 

^icuous.  We  iberefore  unite  cordaally  with  tlie  aiidnr  i&)y 
TOtWe  ezclamatioiip  M  Majr  the  efibrts,  unparalleled  ia  any  age  a 
country,  now  making  to  impart  the  advantages  of  edncatm  t 
the  youth  of  all  classes  of  society,  succeed  in  still  farther  proDot- 
ing  these  desirable  objects.** — ^p.  2U« 

The  author  expresses  his  conviction,  then,  that  were  die  tfaly 
of  the  nature  and  laws  of  the  vital  powers  more  generally  {«• 
sued,  the  control  assumed  by  man  over  the  fuoctioM  of  & 
animal  economy,  in  a  state  of  health  and  disease^  would  be  mm 
correctly  appreciated  \ — "  pretensions  to  work  miraculous  ars 
by  concealed  and  apparently  inadequate  instruments  woulti  \f 
exploded,— a  just  confidence  in  the  healing  eneigies  (rf  name, 
under  the  guidance  of  science  instructed  by  experience,  vcik 
take  place  of  the  present  prevalent  belief  in  the  potency  of  dnfr 
—and  the  art  of  preserving  health  and  of  treating  diseaie  v<m^ 
truly  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a  department  of  liberal  scieoct' 
p.  27. — «<The  respectability  of  the  profession  in  general  will  thb 
be  augmented,  and  the  members  of  it  will  be  induced  tostidf 
their  occupation  with  more  diligence,  when  they  find  success  n 
be  connected  with  liberal  conduct,  real  information,  and  soi:^ 
judgment.  As  the  rewards  and  honours  of  medicine  are  w^ 
distributed,  the  physician  may  often,  with  too  much  txuiih  V^ 
to  himself  the  words  of  the  preadicr :  For  if  it  brfal  me  fvtxts^ 
befalUth  ihifooly  why  tbouid  1  labour  to  be  more  ws£.**  p.  M. 

The  author  illustrates  these  opinions  in  the  subsequent  parte- 
the  tolume,  as  well  as  in  the  notes  at  the  end  of  it,  viudi 
display  a  good  deal  of  curious  reading  and  liberality  of  M* 
but  which  we  have  not  room  to  follow. 

DrBuchan  differs  toto  atlo  from  his  celebrated  father  on  thessl^ 
ject  of  ««  domestic  medicine,"  which  he  believes  must  ever  prw« 
abortive  ;  nay  more,  he  seems  almost  disposed  to  deprecate  '^ 
active  medicine,  as  we  shall  see  presently ;  but  he  justy  ^^ 
serves,  that  instructions  respecting  the  <<  domestic  nuanaitm^ 
of  the  sick  have  been  the  result  of  the  study  of  the  lavs « 
life  among  physicians,  and  have  much  diminished  the  erilsG: 
disease. 

"  In  proportion  as  rational  doctrines  of  mediciDe  arc  diffiise<J»  v^. 
the  domestic  management  of  the  sick  be  improved.  The  admissio*' ^ 
fresh  and  cool  air  to  the  chambers,  and  ihe  application  of  dean  liwn  w 
the  persons  of  ihe  eick, — more  strict-  attention  to  cleanliness  and  t«^* 
lation, — the  refreshing  affusion  of  coW  water  in  certain  «peci«  rf  ^' 
although  now  famihar  processes,  are  all  modem  impTOvero«it^  iowodt^ 
with  inucL  difficulty  by  the  more  enlightened  practitioners  of  wedidw*  ^ 
direct  contrrxdiction  to  prevalent  habits  and  opinions.  The  dread  o* '^^ 
fection,  so  frequently  a  baj  to  the  duties  prescribed  by  charity  and  bj  j^*' 
has  also  been  greaiJy  diminifhed,  in  consej^ueDCe  of  the  oatnre  asd  ^^. 

8  * 


181?.  Dr  Bucham's  Bionomia.  487. 

of  contagicm  being  better  atcertained.  Morh,  howerert  jret  remuoed  to  be 
done,  especially  in  impressiog  the  minds  of  persomt  labourin|r  under  chronic 
diseases,  with  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  submitting  to  a  proper 
regulation  of  regimen,  which  is  often  a  matter  of  no  less  imporunce  than 
tnren  the  administration  of  medicine."  &c.  par.  64>« 

**  By  the  ancients,  medicine  was  cultivated  as  a  branch  of  philosophy, 
which  professed  not  only  to  ailertate  present  pain»  but  also  to  teach  the 
meant  of  protracting  the  existence  of  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body. 
Galen  asserted,  that  by  appropriate  regimen  be  could  effect  a  total  chanee 
ID  the  physical  temperament  of  the  body,  and  even  alter  and  improve  the 
iiisposition  of  the  mind  ;  and  the  celebrated  Asclepiades  solemnly  engaged 
to  renounce  all  claim  to  the  title  of  physician,  should  he  ever  become  the 
victim  of  disease ;  and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  he  lived  to  redeem  his 
pledge, — for,  after  having  attained  the  age  of  an  hundred  years,  he  died 
in  consequence  of  a  fall.  A  death,  which,  though  accidental,  could  hardly 
be  termed  premature."  §  6S. 

On  the  subject  of  the  extent  and  advantages  of '^prophy^ 
lactic  medicine,*'  our  author's  opinions  seem  to  have  acquired 
some  distortion,  in  consequence  of  long  attention  to  his  own 
peculiar  temperament,  which  is  *•  readily  disordered  by  every 
slight  irregularity,  but  possesses  the  power  also  of  quickly  recti- 
fying itself  by  due  attention  to  external  circumstances."  They 
are  not,  if  we  do  not  misapprehend  them,  corroborated  by  obser- 
vations made  upon  the  constitutions  of  men  in  general*  He 
seems  to  be  disposed  to  maintain,  as  far  as  we  collect  from 
several  passages,  chat  the  active  interference  of  art,  at  least  in 
the  internal  administration  oi  drugs,  is  not  merely  useless,  but 
dangerous.  Thus,  after  quoting  the  observation  of  Sydenham^ 
that  acute  di$eases  are  mostly  derived  from  God,  and  chronic 
diseases  from  ourselves,  and  observing  that  active  remedies  are 
required  for  removing  the  former*  he  adds, 

*^  But  when  it  is  considered  that  all  drugs,  improperly  administeied, 
prove  poisons,  (though,  unfortunately  for  the  good  of  mankind,  the  coi^ 
verse  of  the  proposition  is  not  equally  true,  for  all  poisons  are  not  remedies,) 
and  that  the  preparation  of  these  instruments  of  cure  can  hardiv  be  de- 
pended on  from  the  hands  to  which  that  process  must  necessarily  oe  com- 
mitted :  a  conscientious  man  need  not  be  ashamed  of  acknowledging  some 
feelings  of  compunction,  under  the  serious  responsibility  of  tampering  ivuh 
human  life  by  means,  with  the  nature  of  which  he  is  so  imperfectly  ac- 
quamted."  par.  72. 

It  can  scarcely  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  Dr  Buchan  should 
jdeprecate  the  use  of  medicine  in  uie  hands  of  the  uninformedy 
when,  €;ven  mider  the  direction  of  the  best  physician,  he  deems 
th^  .gdfninistxation  of  medicine  to  be  nothing  better  than  **  tam- 
peiing. with, human  lifl^."  This,  however,  is  not  the  only  piece 
of  sjit^refSf^inst  his  art,  which  he  has  written :  but  the  following 

passsige 
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passage  has  so  little  of  t]ie  semblance  of  the  usual  good  sense 
of  this  volume,  that  we  can  scarcely  suppose  it  to  have  been 
penned  in  a  serious  mood.  After  statingi  that  the  great  modem 
improvements  in  practical  surgery  are  founded  upon  the  general 
conviction,  that  external  injuries  are  only  to  be  healed  by  remov- 
ing all  obstacles  to  the  sanative  process  of  the  vital  powers  of  the 
constitution,  he  remarks,  that  the  same  opinion  does  not  prevail, 
respecting  the  means  of  curing  the  diseases  which  come  under  the 
management  of  the  physician. 

««  This  diversity  of  opiniooi"  he  obaerves,  *«  reflpecting  the  treatment  of 
external  and  ioterDal  diseases,  may,  in  part,  depend  on  the  injurious  conse- 
quences produced  by  medicines  received  into  the  stomach  not  being  quite 
io  obvious  as  the  mischiers  attendant  on  the  improper  use  of  topical 
remedies ;  and  partly  on  that  unfounded  confidence  of  the  sick  in  the 
efficacy  of  drugs^  arising^  from  the  interested  roisrepresentatioos  of  those 
who  profit  by  3ie  administration  of  them.  The  conceit  that  the  works 
of  nature  cannot  go  on  without  the  interference  of  man  borders  almost  oo 
impiety.  Is  it  credible,  for  example,  that  a  human  infant  should  be  so 
imper/ectly  organized,  that  it  cannot  p^ss  over  the  years  of  childhood, 
naturally  the  most  healthy  period  of  life,  except  the  biliarv  system  be  ever 
and  anon  expurgated  by  calomel  ?  or  that  the  early  and  habitual  use  of 
this  mineral  poison  can  be  unattended  with  injurious  consequences  ?  Per- 
haps the  time  may  come,  when  the  most  judicious  plan  ofcurtne  internal 
as  well  as  external  complaints,  will  be  acknowledged  to  consist  in  remov- 
ing all  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  energy  to 
restore  health.    Naiura  parendo  viiuiiurJ*  par.  71. 

Such  hypothetical  notions  might  arise  in  a  mind,  which  had 
merely  speculated  on  **  the  philosophy  of  life,**  the  inquirer  hav- 
ing forgotten  that  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  and  the  influence 
of  external  agents,  should  also  be  fully  examined,  before  that 
philosophy  could  be  perfect.  But  that  a  physician,  accustomed 
to  the  contemplation  of  diseases,  as  well  as  to  physiological  re- 
searches, should  adopt  such  views  of  the  subject,  is  somewhat 
inexplicable.  The  assertion,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  period 
of  childhood  is  naturally  the  most  healthy,  is  surely  made  in  di* 
reet  contradiction  to  the  observation  of  all  physicians  and  his- 
torians, and  to  every  record  of  human  mortality  that  is  extant. 
The  facility  with  which  the  infantile  frame  is  disordered  by  the 
slightest  causes,  is  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the  greater 
number  of  the  causes,  which  bring  on  disease  in  the  adult :  hence 
the  severe  fevers  arising  from  dentition,  the  perpetual  derange* 
ments  of  the  alimentary  canal  from  slight  changes  of  diet,  &c. 
insomuch  that  one  third  of  the  human  species  is  cut  off  before 
the  end  of  the  second  year.  And  is  not  the  inference,  that  a 
substance,  which  under  certain  conditions  is  poisonous,  must 
therefore  under  all  conditions  be  «  attended  with  injurious  coas&- 

1  quences,** 


1812.  Dr  Bttchan's  jBMumMr.  4S» 

quences,"  a  mere  gratuitous  supposition,  which  is  contradicted 
by  the  general  experience  of  mankind  ?  After  having  witnessed 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  the  rapidity  with  which  health  is  re* 
stored  to  children,  in  many  of  their  diseases  in  which  the  excre* 
tiohs  of  the  bowels  are  deranged,  by  these  purgattye  minerals, 
would  it  be  philosophical  to  let  our  suppositions  overrule  the 
clear  results  of  observation  ?  Our  author  has  strongly  recom* 
mended,  in  a  passage  adopted  from  Professor  Robison,  the  studj 
oi  final  cames  in  all  our  investigations  of  nature.  Upon  his  own 
principle,  then,  he  must  admit  the  probability,  that  these  active 
agents  on  the  living  frame,  (of  the  remedial  eflfects  of  which  we 
have  fully  as  much  evidence  as  of  their  poisonous  qualities,  ac- 
cording to  th/e  mode  of  administering  them,)  were  not  produced 
by  naturis  for  their  deleterious  properties  only. 

But  is  not  the  concluding  obsetvltion  of  the  paragraph  just 
quoted  a  mere  tissue  of  plausible  terms,  possessed  of  no  actual 
meaning  ?  In  a  multitude  of  the  maladies,  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  alleviate,  what  is  the  nature  and  tendency  of  those 
«•  natural  exertions"  of  the  vital  energy,  to  which  our  author 
supposes  that  we  have  only  to  remove  impediments  ?  And  how 
is  this  to  be  effected,  in  many  cases,  without  the  <<  almost  impious 
interference"  of  art,  which  administers  vegetable  and  mineral 
j}oisofu?  Are  those  ^*  exertions,**  which  constitute  what  we  call 
disease,  really  salutary^-always  salutary  ?  Or  are  they  not  often 
obviously  and  certainly  of  fatal  tendency,  if  not  interrupted  by 
some oi  the  ** poisons"  by  which  we  can  often  control  them ?  In 
a  fit  of  colic,  for  instance,  can  the  most  determined  advocate  of 
nature's  uninipeded  exertions  suppose,  that  the  violent  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  gut  is  one  of  those  salutary  actions,  and  ought 
not  to  be  interrupted  by  opium  and  calomel,  or  other  antispas- 
modic and  purgative  drugs  ?  Or  what  are,  in  that  case,  the 
^  impedin^ents  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  energy," 
vhicn  it  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  remove  ?  What  are 
these  «<  exertions,'*  and  what  these  *<  impediments,"  in  all  acute 
in^amma.tions,  in  hydrocephalus,  in  the  exanthematous  fevers,  in 
syphilis,  in  dropsy  ?  In  truth,  these  terms,  which  are  borrowed 
by  a  loose  and  false  analogy  from  the  vocabulary  of  the  mechamsi^ 
are  inapplicable  to  the  science  of  pathology,  (t  cannot,  indeedf 
be  for  a  moment  disputed,  that  every  operation  upon  the  animal 
economy  must  take  place  through  the  medium  of  the  vital  power: 
Midtcanunto  non  agunt  in  cadaver.  But  the  proposition  is,  in 
our  view  of  the  subject,  not  less  clear,  that  many  of  the  «  exer- 
tions "  of  the  vital  power  are  dangerous  from  their  violence,  or 
from  their  tendency  to  produce  morbid  changes  of  structure,  or 
exhaustion  of  function  i  and  thatj  consequently!  ^<  the  most  ju* 
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ii^lpw  pltt  of  curing**  them  will  consist  in  interroptisg  or  ic. 
pressing  their  violence,  by  means  of  those  pbysicad  agenu,  h 
w^ich  adone  we  can  cootroul  the  actions  of  the  living  power,  ie 
amoi^  other  means*  by  mineral  and  vegetable  medicines,  howsrs 
fms^fwis  they  may  be  when  improperly  or  ignorantly  emplovaL 
The  xw%t  iimocent  of  our  food  might  be  objected  to  on  tb^ 
principle ;  for  by  excess  in  quantity  it  is  delcteriousy  and  ie;j 
become  even  destructive  of  iife. 

If  there  is  any  meaning  in  the  doctrines,  upon  which  we  hut 
just  animadverted,  they  seem  to  be  a  spice  of  that  sort  of  p^ 
iosophy,  which  was  in  vogue  in  moral  and  political  matters  toaf 
years  ago,  and  was  founded  upon  the  consideration,  not  of  m:: 
jas  he  is,  but  of  a  certain  perfectibility  of  his  nature,  which  trt 
philosophers  anticipated  with  great  confidence.  It  seems  pr- 
bable,  that  our  author's  views  of  the  simplicity  of  m^c^ 
practice,  (when  the  whole  shall  be  comprised  in  '^  propbyU'::^ 
medicine,*')  will  be  realixed  at  that  xra  of  the  world,  vbi 
•mankind  shall  obtain  a  perfect  control  over  their  appetites  an: 
desires,— when  the  golden  rule  of  moderation  in  all  things  sbZ 
never  be  infringed,— and  folly  shall  have  no  influence  over  hs- 
man  actions.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  author  has  any  coo- 
templation  of  such  Saturnian  times  -,  but  in  such  times  only  c£ 
.his  views  of  medical  practice,  as  far  as  we  comprehend  them,  be 
realized.  For,  as  he  justly  observes,  "  the  preservation  of  healifc 
is  rather  a  wtue  than  an  art ;"  therefore,  it  is  obviously  the  per- 
^fection  of  virtue  which  he  contemplates  in  this  improvement  of 
medicine.  But  if  that  xra  should  ever  arrive,  we  fear  there  viil 
be  liule  occasion  for  professors  of  physic. 

•*  The  firit  physicians  by  debauch  were  made, 
*'  Excess  begODi  and  sttll  sustains  the  trade  :^' 

And,  therefore,  in  proportion  as  mankind  avoided  the  causes  of 
disease,  and  learned  to  banish  empirics,  and  to  put^a  true  esti- 
mate upon  the  medical  character,  in  the  same  proportion  wooM 
the  necessity  for  physicians  diminish,  and  medicine  would  remni 
to  its  pristme  state,  (as  a  branch  of  philosophy  or  general  lean- 
ing) from  which  Hippocrates  has  the  credit  of  having  separated 
■it^  and  thus  of  having  cleared  it  of  many  false  doctrines  with 
which  it  had  been  obscured,  by  the  speculations  of  the  philoso- 
phers.-»See  Celsus,  lib.  !•  pret. 
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V. 

jt  Dissertaiion  on  the  Bite  of  a  Rabid  Animal  i  being  the  substance 
of  an  Essay  which  received  a  Prize  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  London^  intb^  jfcae  18J1.  Y^  Jambs  GiLtMAM, 
F.  L.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  oJF  Surgeons  in  Lon^ 
don.     SvOf  pp.  181.  Callow. 

THOSB  who  consider  the  very  imperfect  state  of  our  know^ 
ledge^  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  eflkient  treatment  of 
the  deplorable  disease  which  results  from  the  bite  of  a  rabid  ani- 
mal, notwithstanding  the  assiduity  with  which  everycase  has  lately 
been  watched  and  recorded  by  medical  men,  will  perhaps  not 
expect  to  derive  much  important  information  from  one  of  those 
ephemeral  productions,  commonly  drawn  up  in  reply  to  the 
prize  questions  of  learned  bodies.  The  honorary  rewards,  ofiered 
upon  those  occasions,  are  principally  calculated  to  excite  the 
ambition  of  students,  who  have  little  practical  information  to 
communicate ;  and  these  laurelled  essays,  therefore,  are  common^ 
ly  distinguished  rather  by  neatness  of  arrangement,  and  deduc* 
tions  from  the  labours  of  others,  than  by  any  actual  augments* 
tion  of  the  sum  of  knowledge  upon  the  proposed  subject  of  in* 
quiry.  The  best  tendency,  perhaps,  of  the  institution  of  such 
rewards,  is  the  direction,  which  they  sometimes  give,  to  the  pur- 
suits and  investigations  of  individuals,  who  thenceforth  adopt 
the  subject  of  their  early  essay  as  the  favourite  object  of  their 
future  observation  and  experiment,  and  thus  ultimately  accumu^ 
late  a  mass  of  valuable  information. 

This  will,  perhaps,  be  the  principal  advantage  of  the  prize 
offered  by  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  the  present  instance.  But 
although  Mr  Gillman's  essay  cannot  be  said  to  have  thrown  any 
new  Ught  upon  the  obscure  sutjject,  which  he  has  attempted  to 
elucidate,  yet  it  is  creditable  to  his  information  in  respect  to 
the  known  facts,  and  contains  some  additional  observations  from 
his  personal  investigation,  respecting  the  morbid  anatomy  of 
rabies  in  brutes,  which  are  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

He  divides  his  essay  into  three  sections,  which  treat  of  the 
characteristics  of  rabies  in  dogs,-*of  the  treatment  of  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal,— and  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  bite,  ce^ 
spectively. 

In  describing  the  symptoms  of  rabies  in  the  dogi  he  seems  to 

have 
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haTe  had  before  him  an  ample  account  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
disease,  as  it  appears  in  that  animal,  which  is  given  at  length  in 
Dr  Rees's  Cyclopaedia,  under,  the  article  Dog.  It  must  1^  ob- 
served, OQ  a  perusal  of  these  histories,  that  there  is  no  pathogno^ 
tnomc  symptom  of  rabies  in  the  canine  species  \  but  that,  like  other 
febrile  diseases,  it  occurs  with  a  considerable  variety  of  symptoms 
in  different  cases.  In  some  of  the-  instances,  quoted  by  Mr 
Gillman,  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  was  questioned,  and 
^ubtless  very  questionable ;  and  Was  only  presumed  to  have 
been  rabies  from  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  on 
dissection.  In  fact,  the  disease  in  the  dog  appears  to  be,  in  some 
cases,  a  sort  of  typhoid  fever,  with  black  and  parched  tongue, 
thirst,  smd  some  degr^  of  delirium :  in  others,  the  tongue  is 
natural,  and  the  saliva  abundant.  In  all  cases,  the  animal  ap- 
pears to  lap  water  readily,  though  in  some  he  does  not  swallow 
it ;  and  there  seems  to  be  also  considerable  variety  in  the  dis- 
position to  bite  I  the  animal  being  sometimes,  though  rarely 
violent,  as  the  term  mad  would  imply ;  but  often  shy,  s^nd  only 
peevish. 

The  dissections  have  exhibited  appearances  not  less  various. 
In  one  case,  furnished  by  Mr  Carlisle,  who  examined  the  rabid 
dog  after  death,  «  nopeculiariry  of  stomach,  oesophagus,  or  intes- 
tines'' was  discovered,  (p.  21.)  while  in  others,  quoted  from 
the  publication  of  Dr  Beddoes,  on  fever,  from  Dr  Clarke's  case 
related  in  this  journal,  and  from  other  authorities,  marks  of  in- 
flammation in  various  degrees  have  been  observed  in  the  fauces 
and  salivary  glands,  or  in  the  oesophagus,  stomach,  or  intestines, 
and  sometimes  in  the  brain  apd  lungs :  this  inflammation,  again, 
has  sometimes  appeared  in  patches,  and  sometimes  it  is  more 
generally  diffused  ;  sopietimes  it  has  be^  observed  in  the  inter- 
nal, and  sometimes  in  the  external  coat  of  the  stomach  i  and 
sometimes  every  viscus  of  the  abdomen  and  thorax  have  sufiered 
from  inflammation,  while  the  head  remained  entirely  free  from 
any  morbid  change. 

In  a  case,  which  occurred  under  Mr  GillmsMs's  ot^servation, 
subsequent  to  the  presentation  of  his  essay  to  the  College,  the 
following  appearances  presented  themselves  om  the  dissection  of 
the  dog. 

•«  The  pia  mater  was  slightly  isfl^med  ;  the  under  surface  of  the  epi- 
glottis was  also  inflamed  ;  the  trachea  and  (esophagus  exhibited  do  morbid 
appearances ;  the  stomach  contained  a  chocolate-coloured  gelatiiiOttS*like 
fluid  I  the  villous  coat  was  very  generally  inflamed,  and  several  of  the 
nigse  were  livid,  and  of  a  chocolate  colour  ;  there  were  a  great  number  of 
moni6ed  spots,  some  having  the  appearance  of  flattened  black  cunaots ; 
some  more  raised,  like  pustules ;  and  in  some  parts  the  villous  coat  was 
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ulcerated  aod  deitroyed.    No  other  paru  exbibited  any  morbid  appear* 
aoce."    p.  SI. 

The  author  has  given  a  figure  of  this  stomachy  in  a  aort  o£ 
aqua  tinta,  which  comrevs  but  an  indiierent  notion  of  the 
disease.  He  adds,  that  Mr  Brookes*  in  Bienheim  Street^  has  a. 
stomach,  taken  from  an  animal  which  died  rabid,  exhibiting* 
similar  appearances,  Mr  Gillman  inoculated  two  rabbits  with  the 
fluid  of  these  *«  apparent  pustules  i''  but  no  change  in  their  health 
ensued  *. 

The  dog,  just  alluded  to,  bit  an  old  sow,  and  two  young  pigs^ 
in  its  rabid  state  ;  all  the  three  died  rabid,  and  were  dissected  oy 
the  author.  Both  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  the  swiue» 
and  the  morbid  changes  observed  after  death,  are  worthy  of 
notice,  as  they  are  the  principal  novelties  contributed  by  the 
author. 

*•  One  of  the  young  pigs,  already  referred  to,  which  had  been  bitten 
least,  and  that  only  about  the  ears,  on  the  morning  of  the  teioh  day  after 
the  bite  refused  his  food.  When  offered  to  him  as  usual,  by  placing  it  in 
his  trough,  after  smelling  at  it  he  ran  back,  pointed  his  note  in  the  sir,  and 
was  much  agitated :  in  the  erentng  he  had  a  convulsrre  motion  and  twitch- 
ing of  his  limbs.  The  elereoth  £iy  (the  ttcond  of  the  atuck)  he  became 
extremely  violent : — when  I  saw  him  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of 
frothy  saliva  about  his  mouth  :  he  started,  and  threw  himself  about  m  a 
most  extraordinary  manner ;  sometimes  he  sprang  at  least  three  feet  from 
the  ground ;  then  beat  himself  forcibly  against  the  wall ;  and  sometimes  ran 
round  on  his  hind-legs,  as  dogs  do  when  playing  with  their  tails.  This 
he  continued  till  exhausted  he  would  fall  down  and  pant,  but  soon  again 
became  convulsed,  and  leaped  from  the  ground  as  before,  fiiUing  with  coo- 
siderable  violence  on  his  back  or  sides.  About  noon,  the  person  who  fed 
him  gave  him  a  slight  blow  on  the  head,  and  killed  him.  On  dissectioot 
the  only  parts  inflamed  were,  the  under  surface  of  the  epiglottis*  and  the 
villous  coat  of  the  anterior  lurface  of  the  stomach  to  the  extent  of  the 
palm  of  the  hand.  The  head  had  suffered  such  injury  from  the- violence 
of  the  convulsions,  that  no  dissection  could  be  made  ;  the  skull  and  lower 
jaws  were  fractured  :  tongue  in  its  natural  state.'*     p.  S3. 

The  other  young  pig»  whicfi  was  seized  on  the  fourteenth  day 
from  the  bitCt  had  been  severely  torn  and  wounded  by  the  teeth 
of  the  dog.  His  disease  commenced  with  rigors  \  he  stood 
shivering  beside  his  trough,  appeared  much  debilitated,  and  re« 
fused  food.  On  the  secmd  day  of  the  disease,  his  posterior  extre* 
mities  were  paralytic  ;  he  lay  on  his  side,  frothing  at  the  mouthy 
and  pulling  the  straw  about  with  his  fore-feet  and  teeth.    The 
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eyelids  were  separated,  so  that  he  seemed  to  stare,  and  die  c^ 
were  inflamed.  <«  On  the  third dzy^  it  lay  the  whole  time  ODitiSHk, 
and,  except  occasionflHy  slight  twitchiags  in  the  legi,  it  reflsm- 
ed  perfectly  srtU  and  anable  fto  rise,  having  lost  all  power  a  is 
^trelnities :  it- squealed  when  touched,  as  if  the  akxa  were  bsr 
than  usually  sensible,  and  particularly  when  tbe  mother  wost 
near  it  or  touched  it.  Towards  the  evemng,  the  bceMliiif  bo- 
came  so  feeUe  as  scarcely  to  be  discerned,  and  the  conjonc&fe 
membrane  so  turgid  as  to  protrude  beyond  the  palpchne*''  h 
died  at  a  bte  hour  the  same  night. 

On  dissection^  the  brain  exhibited  a  considerable  haemoirhap 
from  the  rupture  of  the  veins  of  the  pia  mater^  near  the  flapenar 
longitndinal  sinus,  and  the  pia  nuter  itself  was  found  madi  i> 
flamed :  thetongneand  oeso]diagtts  natural  %  the  under  soifacecc 
the  epiglottis,  the  inner  membrane  of  the  trachea  posterioriy,  asd 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  near  the  cardia  anterioriy,  st^hdj 
inflamed,  one  or  two  of  its  rugx  being  livid. 

The  old  sow  began  to  pick  up  straws  and  dirt  ivfemtf^seon 
days  after  the  bite,  and  on  the  26th  refused  food»  but  was  qi& 
and  harmless,  constantly  rubbing  the  bitfeen  parts,  as  the  othen 
had  also  done.  In  the  evening  she  eat  some  gooseberries,  be: 
swallowed  them  with  difficulty.  On  the  next  day  she  appeared 
dull,  but  came  out  of  her  sty :  some  milk  was  ofllercd  her,  viiec 
she  made  several  attempts  to  drink,  but  could  not :  there  was  i 
peculiar  convulsive  motion  of  the  head  and  twitching  of  the  oo- 
4er  jaw,  but  no  dread  of  fluids.  In  the  evening,  the  coovoisTi;; 
mouons  of  the  head  were  much  increased,  aad  recurred  erery 
quarter  of  an  hour  (  she  then  «  squealed  outi  and  became  akno- 
ed  when  any  one  approached  her."  On  tbefiurtlf  morning,  these 
symptoms  became  still  more  frequent  and  violent,    iihe  ofac 

J'umped  up  suddenly  upon  her  hind  legs,  and  threw  herself  npoa 
ler  back  with  great  force.  She  seems,  indeed,  to  have  exhibited 
much  of  that  extreme  irritability  which  characterizes  the  disease 
in  the  human  subject :  for  «<  she  was  affected  by  the  ka>t 
noise  s**— Mr  Gill  man  says,  '^  when  I  stamped  my  fom  firmlT 
on  the  ground,  she  was  thrown  by  the  noise  into  the  most  viokai 
convulsive  state,  and  squealed  horribly.  To  such  a  Ugh  degree^ 
in  short,  did  the^mbrbid  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  ar- 
rive, that  the  poor  animal  was  affected  by  the  least  tonch,  wiiidi 
seemed  to  be  torture.  In  the  evening  the  symptoms  were  still 
more  aggravated  :  she  beat  herself  against  the  wallsy  and  spraor 
up  against  the  roof  of  the  sty."  These  agitations  continued  oL 
two  in  the  moming»  when  she  died. 

The  following  were  the  appearances  which  presented  them- 
selves to  the  dissectors :  viz.  slight  marks  of  inflammatioii  about 

the 
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tlie  epiglottis,  and  the  pylorus,  with  some  livid  marks  in  the  vil- 
louj  coat  of  the  stomach.  The  state  of  the  brain  is  not  mention- 
ed. It  would  seem  obvious,  however,  that  both  the  paralysis  of 
the  second  pig,  and  the  violent  convulsive  jactitations  of  the  other 
tirOy  are  principally  referable  to  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
brain.  But  upon  these  appearances,  or  the  connection  of  the 
symptoms  with  them,  the  author  makes  no  observation. 

He  now  enters  upon  the  investigation  of  the  origin  of  rabies  in 
dogs  ;  and,  after  shewing  that  it  probably  is  produced  indepen- 
dently of  particular  climates,  of  putrid  aliment,  of  deficiency  of 
wrater,  of  want  of  perspiration,  or  of  the  worm  under  the  tongue, 
to  which  it  has  been  at  different  times  ascribed,  he  expresses  his 
belief  that  it  originates  somewhat  like  typhus  in  the  human  sub- 
ject, and  is  not  always  producrd  by  inoculation  by  means  of  a 
bite :  that  is,  he  thinks  it  is  occasionally  brought  on  by  the  con- 
finement of  dogs,  without  exercise,  in  close  and  filthy  kennels  ;* 
and  that  the  success  of  Mr  Trevalyan,  as  related  by  Dr  Bardsley, 
in  clearing  his  kennel  of  the  disease  by  changing  even  the  pave- 
ment, after  other  means  of  purification  had  failed,  affords  pre- 
sumptive evidence  in  favour  of  that  opinion  \  and,  consequently,' 
the  method  of  quarantine  adopted  by  Mr  Meyuell,  and  recom- 
mended by  Dr  Bardsley,  on  the  supposition  that  the  disease  ori- 
ginates exclusively  from  contagion,  will  not  be  a  sufficient  pre- 
ventive alone.  At  all  events,  he  shews,  from  some  facts  stated 
by  the  reverend  sportsman,  Mr  Daniel,  that  the  poison  lies  dor- 
mant in  dogs,  in  some  instances,  four,  five,  and  six  months  \  and, 
consequently,  that  the  period  of  two  months  is  not  sufficient  for 
quarantine,  before  a  new  dog  is  introduced  into  a  pack. 

The  author  concludes  this  section  with  recapitulating  the  in« 
ferences,  deduced  in  the  course  of  it,  which  are  sufficiently  inde- 
cisive ;  the  principal  conclusions,  for  instance,  are, 

<<  That  appearances  of  inflammation,  particularly  of  the  sto- 
mach, are  not  always  found  after  death  ;  and  that  the  bodies  of 
theae-animals  occasionally  exhibit  no  mark  of  disease  whatever^ 

'*  That,  although  all  the  preceding  sxmptoms  may  be  absent^  as 
fierceness,  loss  of  appetite,  and  dread  ot  water,  and  there  should 
be  no  marks  of  disease  after  death^  &c.',  the  dog  is  capable  of  com. 
municating  this- disease  to  various  animals,  particularly  to  the 
human  species/'  p»  83. 

In  fact,  the  most  comprehensive  view  of  the  records  of  medi- 
cine on  this  subject,  lead  to  nothing  more  satisfactory  \  for,  aU 
though  some  morbid  change  of  structure  has  commonly  been 
discovered  by  dissection  of  rabid  animals  $  yet  the  organs  which 
were  found  diseased  in  one,  were  altogether  sound  m  another, 

and 
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and  none  of  the  morbid  conduions  were  adequate  to  cspbuB  ill 
the  phenomena  of  this  singular  and  formidable  malady. 

In  his  second  section,  Mr  Gillman  reviews  the  opinions  d^ 
have  been  urged  in  favour  of  three  modes  of  local  treatmest  ot 
the  wound,  viz,  the  use  of  caustics^  of  aUutian^  and  of  fma^  d 
the  bitten  parts ;  deeming  the  reputed  preventive  medidnestscal- 
ly  inefficacious.  His  chief  objection  to  the  caustic  arises  fras  2 
notion,  that  the  poison  is  not  decomposed  by  such  a  cbetoksl 
agent,  but  that  a  mere  mixture  takes  place  of  the  canstk  ssb^ 
stance,  the  decomposed  animal  fibre,  and  of  the  poison.  <*  A 
new  compound  is  formed,  a  saponaceous  mass,  or  eschar,  whid 
is  generally  suffered  to  remain  until  it  sloughs  away.*  p.  ^ 
Whence,  he  thinks,  that  actual  mischief  is  perhaps  prodact: 
both  by  the  retention  of  the  virus,  and  by  the  more  extensive  a« 
posure  of  it  to  the  action  of  the  absorbents.  And  he  quotes  sev«* 
ral  cases,  in  which  rabies  occurred,  after  the  most  assidnos 
employment  of  caustics.  He,  therefore,  recommends  the  speedr 
and  complete  excision  of  the  part,  after  careful  ablution,  bodi  d 
the  wound  and  of  the  external  surface.  The  recoainiendaticm  at 
the  latter  caution,  as  well  as  of  changing  the  knife,  as  often  ash 
appears  to  enter  into  the  wound  made  by  the  tooth,  lest  the 
sound  parts  may  be  inoculated  by  the  very  operation,  appears  to 
be  judicious.  When  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  wounded 
parts  render  excision  dangerous  or  impracticable,  he  advises  us 
to  have  recourse  to  abiution  only,  as  the  next  preiferabte  perea- 
tive ;  for  which  purpose  he  recommends  a  weak  solution  of  ate- 
monia,  consisting  of  one  fifth  part  of  the  latter  to  four  of  water; 
but  whether  he  employed  the  pure  or  the  carbonated  ammonia, 
he  has  omitted  to  state.  The  most  assiduous  applicatioa  of  ^ 
lotion,  aided  by  the  use  of  a  syringe,  and  followed  by  that  of 
warm  water,  he  thinks  may  successfully  remove  every  particle  d 
the  virus,  and  secure  the  patient  from  future  rabies.  He  accords 
with  the  opinion,  now  generally  adopted,  that  this  security  may 
probably  be  obtained,  by  resorting  to  excision,  even  at  a  ii^taix 
period  from  the  bite,  and  when  the  wound  has  been  long  heal- 
ed ;  since  the  poison  appears  to  lodge  in  the  part,  and  is  oolj 
taken  into  the  constitution  at  the  time  when  the  symptoms  of  ra- 
bies commence. 

The  author  quotes  some  experiments  made  by  Dr  Zinke,  of 
Jena,  but  from  what  publication,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  rn* 
stances  of  his  quotations,  he  omits  to  state.  Dr  Zinke  inocuht* 
ed  three  dogs,  a  cat,  two  rabbits,  and  a  cock,  with  the  saliva  of  a 
dog,  which  had  died  rabid,  mixing  the  virus,  in  different  instan- 
ced, with  volatile  alkali,  a  strong  solution  of  arsenic,  phosphorat- 
ed water,  and  tincture  of  cantharides,  and  afterwanls  washing 

the 
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the  woittuU  with  the  same  lubstances.  One  dog,  on  the  ietab 
day  after  inoculatioHf  one  rabbit  on  the  eUvemh  day»  die  cat  on 
the  ninthf  and  the  cock  on  the  fourteenth  day^  were  seized  with* 
rabies,  which  proved  fatal ;  the  rest  had  no  disease.  From  these 
experiments,  we  acquire  no  information,  except  perhaps  an  ar« 
gument  in  refutation  of  the  opinion,  maintained  by  some  nhysL* 
cianSf  that  the  rabies  originates  like  tetanus,  not  from  the  insttt 
lation  of  ^  poison,  but  from  the  irriution  of  die  bite :  but  as  there 
is  a  wound  inflicted  in  the  process  of  the  inoculation,  aldiough 
such  a  wound  has  never  produced  rabies,  when  made  with  a  cleaa 
instrument,  even  these  facts  will  probably  not  convince  those  in* 
veterate  sceptics* 

In  the  thurd  section,  which  relates  to  <<  the  consequences,  &dc» 
of  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,''  i.  e.  to  the  disease  usually  called 
hydrophobia,  as  it  appears  in  the  human  subject,  then  is  no- 
thing particularly  worthy  of  notice,  or  novel,  except  a  history  o£ 
the  symptoms  in  a  case,  which  the  author  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing.  In  stating  the  literary  history  of  the  disease,  in  a  brief 
and  hasty  manner,  (in  which  he  appears  to  have  had  another  ar^ 
tide  in  the  afore-mentioned  Cyclopaedia  in  his  eye,)  be  commits 
a  mistake  in  saying  that  Aristotle  has  remarked,  that  persons  bit- 
ten by  rabid  animals,  die  of  rabies  \  for  Aristotle  excepts  man 
alone,  of  all  animals,  from  the  fatal  infection  *. 

In  many  passages  the  author  betrays  an  imperfect  acquaintance 
with  the  correct  structure  of  his  language  \  but,  cm  the  whole,  he 
writes  with  perspicuity. 


VI. 

Mmographie  des  Digenerations  Skkreuies  de  PBstomaCf  fondie  sur 
un  grand  namire  iFohervationt  recuiittiei  font  d  la  CRnique  bk- 
ternedefMcolede  Medeeinede  Paris,  qt/dPHSpital  CocUn.  Far 
F&frDfiRic  Cha&dbl,  D.  M.  I  Paris,  1808,  pp.  813. 

THIS  work  is  inscribed  to  Corvisart,  and  appears  to  be  written 
by  a  pupil  of  his  very  excellent  schooL    The  author  has  at« 
vpL.  vui.  MO.  82.  I  i  tentively 


*'Tlus  exception  is  twice  stated  in  his  short  cbapler,  ^onthe  disessssof 
dogs."    The  words  «e>  in  the  edition  of  Th,  Q^n,  ^  Cams  lubui  litoint 
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titotiveiy  examinefl  the  ^havtf^s  ^t^ud«d  by  nio^bid  stiractOTe  in 
the  stomidi,  aiid  bj  hi«  obserratibtts  hal  added  to  bur  kiH»^1edge 
of :the  pathology. ot  that  organ.  In  his  preface,  he  vnAes  some 
ntnarks  on  the  comparative  liability  df  the  two  seizes  lo  flifibretit 
diwasts;  femajen  ate  more  subjtrfet  to  pliliMnaTy  consumptbn, 
than  males  (  atid  men  ate  tnore  Subject  to  organic  ^iseiifes  of  the 
etbteach  and  of  the  beart  than  women.  Dr  Ballli<^  h^  remafk- 
ed  that  scirthtw  of  the  stomach  is  moire  fire^iliehtiy  tnet  with  in 
nien  t&in  in  womeni  and  Dr  Charder^  experiehce  tbnfinMs  this 
obserrattbn  $  ht  says  he  has  scarcely  si^n  OMe  inihihce  of  this 
disease  itnong  the  patients  at  the  infirmary  (Saltpi^hi^)  #hich 
is  appropriated  to  old  women.  Out  of  the  whole  nuittber  of 
bodies  dissected  etpery  yefar  kt  TEcok  de  Medecihe,  font  iik  every 
kahdred  are  fouml  to  have  scinrhoas  afibction  of  the  stomach- 
Hence  Dr  Charde)  concluded,  that  nekt  to  die  liihgs  and  the 
BeaTti  the  stomach  is  most  liable  to  or^nic  disease,  tyr  to  changes 
if  stktttture  arising  from  hiorbid  actions ;  aft^  the  stottiach,  he 
fhlnks  the  li^er  is  mo^t  frequently  aflbcted  With  diseased  struc- 
ttttei  so  that  the  li^er  tanks  only  in  the  fourth  place,  in  the  scale 
«tf  predispoisiftion  to  organic  disease. 

T%»t>rdfrtn  iMiich  the  scirrhus  affectfonsof  tfie.slomach  due 
llli!^at^  in  this  Valuable  essay,  is  that  pointed  but  by,  anatomical 
demonstrations.  The  author  fit^t  begins  with  sciiVhttS  of  die 
t9JPihtf  «t^  of  die  bocly  or  sub^t^nce  of  the  stomadi ;  dkirdly,  of 
a<SrthttS'of  Vtm  pylorus ;  aMd  he  then  goes  oh  to  investrgate  the 
causes  of  these  diseases,  and  to  point  out  the  various  morbid  ac- 
tions which  may  be  sometimes  confounded  with  and  mistaken 
for  them.  Under  each  article,  cases  and  dissections  are  detailed 
to  iRustYate  the  observations  which  the  author  makes* 

The  first  chapter  contains  five  cases,  with  dissections,  of  scir- 
vhus  of  the  cardia ;  the  symptoms  are,  pain,  difficulty  in  swallow- 
ing,  frequent  vomitine,  costiveness,  emaciation,  and  sometimes 
a  hard  tumor  can  be  felt  in  the  region  of  the  stomach. 

1^  ^edlAd  chapter  compr^hds  scirrhous  afiections  of  the 
hkdj  of  the  rtomach,  the  sympteMis  of  which  arev  eease  of 
weight  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of.  the  stomach,  vomiting  of 
l^ood,  obstinate  costiveness,  and  hard  tumor.  All  the  patients 
were  abbve  thirty,  most  of  them  above  Tbrty  ye^irs  olF  age;  they 
had  suffered  anxiety,  and  been  exposed  to  mental  distress.  Sooth* 


viul«,  rafas,  aiyinAyyxiagrA  i  hat  rabio  fmoreiu,  et  qi«  Tnomorderk  CBBBois 
rabiunt,  exeepto  homine.    Imereunt  ^anes  hoc  morbo,  et  qu«  morta  8aiit»  exet^ 
^iA»?*MM».^^    Jhfiitot.  Jiiist;  Aiiim.  lib;  v)il.  cap.  i%.    The  aiithdr^  kanao^ 


i«i?*MM».'^  <  Jhfiitot.JiiiSti  Ailim.  lib;'  V)||.  Cap.  i%. 
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uig  medicineSi  anodynes^  laxatives,  glysters,  were  employed  with 
little  or  no  benefit ;  brandy  was  found  to  remain  in  the  stomach 
when  every  thing  else  was  rejected  by  vomiting.  In  cases  of 
scirrho*contracted  pylorus,  ten  instances  of  which  are  accurate- 
ly  described,  the  vomiting  occuis  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  after 
eating  ;  a  hardness  and  tumor  can  readily  be  felt ;  the  emacia- 
tion is  very  considerable,  and  the  stomach  is  found  prodigiously 
enlarged  in  size  and  weight ;  in  one  case,  the  great  curvature 
descended  so  low  down  as  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  liver  was 
found  diseased  in  several  dissections  :  white  tubercles  were  do* 
tected  in  the  parenchymatous  substance  of  th  s  organ,  and  in 
these  cases,  dropsy  preceded  the  death  of  the  parients ;  in  the 
rest  of  the  cases,  all  the  viscera,  except  the  pylorus,  were  perfect* 
ly  healthy.  ^ 

The  causes  of  these  disorders  are  far  from  being  evident :  Dr 
Cbardel  reduces  them  to  three  general  heads.  1.  Mechanical 
irritation.  2.  Chemical  or  animal  irritation.  3.  A  peculiar  stato 
of  the  lymphatic  system.  All  classes  of  people  are  equally  sub« 
ject  to  scirrhous  siomach,  therefore  mechanical  pressure  has  very 
little  to  do  in  the  production  of  the  disease.  The  abuse  of  spiri- 
toous  liquors  passes  for  a  frequent  cause,  yet  among  all  the  cases 
described,  not  a  single  one  supports  that  opinion.  Workmen 
who  drink  spirits  in  a  morning  fasting,  are  not  more  subject  to 
scirrhous  affections  of  the  stomach,  than  persons  in  other  situa«> 
tions  in  life,  StoU  mentions  his  having  met  with  several  instan- 
ces of  scirrhus  in  the  stomach,  occasioned  by  the  intemperate  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  but  the  cases  adduced  by  him  prove  too 
much,  for  there  were  other  morbid  appearances,  which  could  not 
arise  from  the  topical  action  of  fermented  liquors. 

Scirrhus  commences  by  a  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  which  forms  adhesions  to  the  muscular  coat  $  the 
cellular  substance  placed  between  the  muscular .  and  peritonseal 
coats  becomes  the  seat  of  the  diseased  structure^  and,  by  enlarge- 
ment, separates  the  fibres  of  the  muscular  coat ;  these  parts  be- 
come enlarged,  and  adhere  together,  till  at  last  the  mucous  mem- 
brane is  more  changed  in  its  structure,  becomes  ulcerated,  or 
throws  out  a  fungus.     Dr  Chardei  is  disposed  to  think  this  com- 
|daint  is  seldom  purely  a  local  disease ;  he  attributes  it  to  some 
morbid  condition  of  the  lymphatic  system,  different  from  cancer  \ 
the  organization  of  the  tubercles  found  sometimes  in  the  stomach 
and  sometimes  in  other  abdominal  viscera,  points  out  some  analo- 
gy, and  yet  mark  a  difference  between  them  and  cancer.     He  di- 
vides the  progress  of  the  disease  into  three  stages,  tlie  beginning, 
the  confirmed,  and  the  ulcerated  stage.    The  duration  is  uncer- 
tain I  in  general  it  is  slow,  especiaUy  in  the  firH  stage,  which  lasts 

lonf^'^ 
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longer  than  the  other  two  put  together.  We  shall  transbteoc 
author'a  deccription  of  these  different  periods^  as  wc  aie  ccc- 
vinced,  the  diseases  of  which  he  so  inttrlligtbiy  treats,  arc  eh?: 
orerlookcd,  or  classed  under  the  widely  extended  defininon  J 
dyspepsia. 

•«  Firti  Siage> — ^This  it  sometimes  preceded  by  languor  aod  ^svi 
weakness  oftlu?  whole  system.  Heart- burn,  Hatutence,  a  kind  crfjr^'.- 
injr,  which  often  extends  from  the  epigastric  region  to  the  sides  aod  i^. 
as  if  the  pns  were  corded  by  pain.  From  the  commencenieiit  the  :>: 
it  fixed  to  one  spot,  either  continual  or  of  shore  duratioii»  and  more  or  t.-. 
scute  in  the  epijarastric  region  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  increased  hj  prt^' 
upon  it,  especially  after  a  meal.  An  increase  of  uneasy  sympcont  'Jx 
food  is  taken  into  the  stomach,  which  obliges  the  parient'  graduallY  to  if' 
sen  the  Quantity.  Difficuh  digestion,  accompanied  with  a  sense  of  ^r^: 
in  the  epigastrium ;  sometimes  the  ft)od  is  brought  up  by  yomiting.  So-f 
patients  then  have  recourse  to  spirituous  liquors  to  assist  their  dig«Y  ' 
At  other  dmes,  simple  oauses  after  a  meal  is  the  only  symptom,  aoJ'i- 
gradually  increases  until  the  food  is  actually  lejected.  After  dige^c^;. 
accomplished,  quietness  in  general  lecums.  Although  the  ronuc^/x 
empty,  nausea  and  vomiting  are  frequently  troublesome ;  aod  when  fc:r - 
ing  does  not  take  place,  some  nstients  put  their  lingers  down  thek  dinas 
in  order  to  excite  vomiung,  wnich  afibrds  relief;  Joosenest  of  the  botes. 
especially  when  tlie  disease  makes  a  r^  J  progress,  but  more  coffiffioe.'f 
the  bowels  are  torpid  and  even  costive,  Glystera  sod  laxative  DiedtdaOi 
by  producing  stools,  generally  afford  temporary  relief.  In  spite  of  tb 
trouble  in  digesting  food,  the  appetite  most  frequently  cootiouef ;  rt  s 
sometimes  increased,  and  the  cr  «vintr  for  food  is  joined  to  the  har.^  ^ 
the  evils  which  are  brought  on  by  taking  it.  The  tongue  remains  cVo 
and  moist ;  the  taste  natural ;  when  symptoms  of  sordes  appear,  it  i>  Qfi- 
]y  by  accident. '* 

**  Second  Slfd;^.— Emaciatioo  strongly  narked,  often  far  dd^xeei' 
Tumor  in  the  epigastric  region  more  or  less  extensive,  more  or  let*  ^ 
ful ;  lyiog  down  upon  the  side  opposite  to  that  which  is  occupied  bv  t^ 
tumor  is  sometimes  uneasy.  Vomiting  of  food,  with  pain,  or  aicrclrbj 
the  rising  up  of  the  food  without  its  having  undergone  any  other  chtff 
thu  what  ukes  place  from  its  remaining  a  ceruin  time  in  the  stonudii 
often  it  is  mixed  with  thick  viscid  matter.  Patients  may  remain  i^ 
'dsys  without  vomhmg,  when  the  stomach  is  not  very  iiritaUe;  theotiie 
food  accumulates  untd  it  makes  the  stomach  contract,  and  in  this  st«e<K 
distensioo,  its  figure  can  be  perceived  through  the  abdominal  cofens^- 
In  this  case  it  becomes  of  very  great  size,  and  gives  the  sensadoo  of<^ 
fluctuation. 

**  At  this  period,  sedative  medicines  often  produce  the  happiest  efectv 
and  for  a  time  stop  the  sickness.  The  patient  who  has  been  coop<^^ 
to  diminish,  by  degrees,  the  bulk  and  solidness  of  his  food,  is  ofteo  re^> 
ced  to  taking  merely  a  little  milk,  broth,  or  vermicellL  Paios  fO  ^ 
stomach  become  constant.  Obstinate  costiveness ;  the  stools  becoflv 
hard,  thin,  and  pitchy,  very  like  meconium.  Diarrhoea  somedntes  a^' 
pates  with  consupation.    The  s^ipetite  often  remains,  and  the  tM^'^ 
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trlean ;  at  tiroes  a  disagreeable  taitc  ii  perceiyed,  although  the  toogoe  be 
not  at  all  foul/' 

'*  Third  f/tf^f.— Emaciation  and  maratmus  arrived  at  its  highest  point. 
The  patient  is  e^succusf  or  in  a  state  as  if  alli  tlie  juices  of  his  body  had 
filtered  away.  Pains  in  the  stomach  are  more  violent  and  more  perma* 
nent ;  opium  ioo  longer  procures  rcsL  The  matter  vomited  is  changed, 
and  has  a  smell  sometimes  that  is  intolerable  ;  at  length  what  is  brooght 
up  by  vomitings  is  like  black  pease-porridge,  resembhng  soot  mixed  with 
viscid  matter,  or  it  is  only  tinted  with  streaks  of  this  dark  colour.  The 
stools  undergo  the  same  ch;in^es  ;  it  may  happen  the  alvioe  evacuatioof 
alone  undergo  these  changes,  if  the  ulceration  is  situated  very  near  the  py- 
loric opening  of  the  stomach.  The  breath  becomes  fetid»  the  mouth  very 
foul,  yet  the  tongue  still  retains  its  natural  appearance.  Towards  the 
close,  relaxation  frequendy  succeeds  to  cosdveness ;  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  the  vomiting  to  cease,  the  stomach  having  lost  all  its  power.  Death 
takes  place  without  agony.'' — "  Such  is  generally  the  progress  of  scir- 
rhus  of  the  stomach.  In  some  particular  cases,  vomiting,  which  is  the 
chief  symptom,  ii  wanting  altogether,  as  several  other  symptoms  are,** 
p.  I4S. 

Repeated  observations,  at  the  Cochin  hospital,  have  ooncurred 
to  prove  to  Dr  Chardel,  how  obscure  and  difficult  is  the  diagno* 
518  of  organic  affections  of  the  stomach.  Several  pases  are  given 
in  detail  to  prove  this  assertion,  which  needs  no  proof  to  those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  for  diseases  \»f  ll^eir  real  na- 
ture, and  not  merely  by  their  Christian  uame^  The  age  and, 
time  of  life  is  the  principal  circumstance  tp  be  depended  upon^ 
in  forming  our  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  cause,  which  some* 
times  excites  incessant  vomiting.  If  the  patient  be  young,  we 
ought  not  to  suspect  any  spirrhus,  which  does  not  occur  till  near 
forty. 

The  last  chapter  of  this  work  is  very  short  j  it  contains  mere^ 
ly  a  few  general  remarks  (generalit^s)  on  the  treatment  of  scir- 
rhous affections  of  the  stomach.  It  is  only  by  preventing  the  ul- 
cerated btage  from  coming  on,  that  remedies  can  be  useful ;  for. 
when  once  established,  the  cure  of  the  disease  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  art.  The  remedies  recommended,  are  the  antiphlogis- 
tic regimen  and  blisters,  when  symptoms  of  increased  action  or 
inflammation  are  present ;  opiates,  antispasmodics,  emollientSf 
laxatives,  glysters,  and  the  diet  should  consist  of  articles  most 
easily  digested. 
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BfEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Bwgrcphicat  Memoir  of  ike  /ate  Dr  WXLLAK. 

Robert  Willan,  M.  D.  F.  R,  S.  and  S.  A.  was  bora  w A 

12th  of  November  1757,  at  the  Hill,  near  Sedbergh,  in  T«^ 

shire,  where  his  father  resided,  in  the  enjoyment  of  «i«»^ 

medical  reputation  and  practice  *.    He  was  educated  in  ibef^ ' 

ciples  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  received  his  scbolast:c  ti 

tion  exclusively  at  Sedbergh  i  having  obtained  his  classial  bov 

ledge  at  the  grammar-school  of  that  place,  under  die  care  of  -^ 

Reverend  Dr  Bateman,  and  his  nrathematical  acquirements,  i^-^^ 

the  higher  parts  of  which  he  advanced  with  great  succcssi ^]'^ 

assistance  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Dawson.     Being  earJj  ^ 

guishcd  by  his  studious  disposition  and  the  rapidity  of  bis  2t 

tainmentSy  he  was  a  favourite  pupil  with  both  his  tutors,  ^' 

was  advanced  by  the  former  into  the  classes  of  his  senioisi  '^ 

mong  whom  he  maintanied  his  station  by  the  excellence  of  W 

lessons  and  exercises.     He  became  ultimately  an  accompI>sl)f^J 

classical  scholar,  and  was  deemed  to  excel  his  master  in  h^^ 

tical  knowledge  of  Greek :  Mr  Dawson  likewise  cstcem^i  h^ 

one  of  the  most  successful  students  of  the  mathematics,  ^^i 

the  numerous  able  pupils  whom  he  instructed  in  that  scieo^^ 

The  meriical  profession  had  long  been  determined  upon  » '•;• 

object  of  his  future  pursuit,  and  he  commenced  his  ^^  ^. 

fliat  line  at  Ediiiburgh,  in  the  autumn  of  1777.     After  the  ns52| 

residence  of  three  years  in  that  university,  he  reccitcd  tk«  ^^' 

gree  of  Doctor  in  1780,  when  he  published  an  inaugural  <1^* 

tation,  *<  De  Jecinoris  Inflammationo/'  ^^ 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  he  repaired  to  the  fflctt^ 

with  the  view  of  obtaining  farther  medical  informatiofli  *^^ 

tended  lectures  with  great  assiduity.     An  arrangement  i***^ 


•  Dr  Robert  Willan,  tenior,  graduted  at  Ediabwgh,  in  17«.  «»^  ??^ 
-I  thesis, «  Dc  Qiiaiitatibus  Acris.*'    llic  HiU  !•  so*  * 
n  SOD,  Richard  WilUn,  Esq. 
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made  some  time  previously  witfc  Dr  Trotter,  a  relative,  atid  a 
physician  of  some  eminence  at  Darlington,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, but  advanced  in  life,  in  consequence  of  which  he  intended 
to  decline  practice  in  that  place  in  favour  of  his  young  friends 
as  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  studies.    When  in  London,  Dr 
"Willan  was  introduced  to  Dr  Fothergil),  who,  from  a  just  estU 
mate  of  his  talents  and  acquirements,  recommended  him  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  metropolis,  and  offered  him  his  assistance. 
Dr  Fothergil),  however,  died  in  the  month  of  December,  in  that 
year;  and  in  the  commencement  of  the  following  year,  1781, 
the  death  of  Dr  Trotter  also  occurred  j  upon  which  Dr  Wrllali 
immediately  went  to  Darlington,  where  he  found  two  opponents 
already  on  the  spot :  one  of  these,  the  late  Dr  Rotheram,  was 
afterwards,  for  some  years,  Dr  Black's  assistant  at  Edinburgh, 
and  ultimately  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  St  Andrews; 
the  other,  a  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  not  learned,  contmued 
to  reside  there  while  he  lived.   Dr  Willan  remained  at  Darlington 
about  a  year  \  during  which  period  he  analyzed  the  sulphureous 
water  at  Croft,  a  village  about  four  miles  from  that  place,  and 
wrote  a  small  treatise  respecting  its  chemical  and  medicinal  quali- 
ties, containing  also  a  comparison  of  its  properties  with  those  of 
the  Harrogate  waters.     This  tract  was  published  by  Johnson,  in 
1782,  with  the  title  of  *<  Observations  on  the  Sulphur  water  at 
Croft,  near  Darlington  :"  and  a  second  edition  was  printed  a  few 
years  afterwards. 

In  the  beginning  of  1782,  not  deeming  an  establishment  sit 
Darlington  worth  contending  for,  Dr  Willan  determined  to  tt* 
turn  to  London.    The  assistance  of  Dt  Fqthergill  was  now  I66t 
to  him ;  but  he  experienced  much  active  friendship  from  Mrs 
Fothergill,  the  doctor^s  surviving  sister.     His  advantage,  how* 
ever,  was  greatly  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  the  Public 
Dispensary,   in  Carey-Street,  which  was  opened  in  the  com* 
xnencement  of  178S,  and  was  chiefly  accomplished  by  the  exev* 
tions  of  some  of  his  friends.     He  was  appointed  sole  physician 
to  it ;  and  under  his  humane  and  active  superintendence,  toge- 
ther with  that  of  his  able  and  benevolent  colleague,  Mr  Jdm 
Pearson,  the  surgeon  to  the  institution,  the  new  Dispensary 
speedily  flourished,  and  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
respectable  establishments  of  its  kind  in  Iiondon.    He  resided  at 
this  time  in  Bartlett's  Buildings,  Holbom,  with  a  family  con- 
Qecte4  with,  the  Society  of  Friends.    In  Mardi,  1785,  having 
passecj  his  examinations  before  the  College  of  Physicians  with 
great  credit;  he  ^^  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  that  body ;  pa 
wl^ich  Decagon  he  addressed  some  congratulatory  Greek  verses 
to  the  board  of  Censors. 
Abp((t  tlie  jrear  1786;  be  engaged  in  tbe  office  of  teacher,  m^ 

deliver 
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ileli?ered  lecture!  on  the  prinotplet  and  practice  of  medicuic  at 
the  Public  Dispensary.  But  his  success,  we  beitere,  in  tkis  on- 
dertaking,  was  inconsiderable.    Such  attempts,  indeed,  have  sd* 

.dom  proved  eminently  advantageous,  except  in  connection  'w& 
the  large  hospitals  }  Uie  reputation  accruing  from  an  attrndaitce 
on  these  great  schools  being  deemed  of  almost  equal  impoctaae 
to  the  future  success  of  the  student,  with  the  knowledge  to  b? 

*.  acquired  there.  At  a  subsequent  period,  Dr  Willan  received,  at 
-pupils  at  the  Di$pensary,  young  physicians  who  had  receotiy 
graduated,  and  who  were  initiated  into  actual  practice,  under  hii 
superintendence,  among  the  patients  of  the  institution  %  a  mode 
of  tuition  from  which  they  derived  much  practical  knowlcd|e, 
and  were  gradually  habituated  to  the  responsibility  of  their  pro- 

.fessional  duties.  Upwards  of  forty  physicians,  almost  all  of 
whom  have  subsequently  attained  professional  reputation,  or 
now  occupy  responsible  situations,  both  in  this  country  and  a- 
broad,  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  instruction. 

From  the  moment  when  Dr  Willan  settled  in  London,  he  puf' 
sued  his  professional  avocations  with  an  indefatigable  industry 

^and  attention,  of  which  there  are  perhaps  few  examples.    He 
never  quitted  the  metropolis  for  any  consideration   of  health  or 
pleasure,  during  a  perjbd  of  thirty  years.     For  many   years  be 
€ond^c^ed  the  medical  department  of  two  dispensaries,  (harii^ 
subsequently  been  favoured  with  an  appointment  to  the  Finsborv 
Dispensary,  in  addition  to  that  of  Carey-Street)  dfuing  which  his 
unremitting  attention  to  theprogress  of  tl;q  diseases,  which  cimc 
und«r  his  care,  is  evinced  by  the  prodigious  coUectiop  of  cssni 
which  he  has  recorded  in  ^$«  mostly  in  a  neat  Latin  ^k,  in 
which  he  wrote  with  great  fluency.    From  this  assiduous  aod 
patieiit  obcteryation  of  thp  phenomena  of  disease,  hf  ,  doubd^ss 
acquired  that  acpte  diagnostic  skill,  which  is  the  true  characteri^ 
fie  of  a,  sojund  physician,  and  which  all,  who  have  tritnessed  Ik 
practice,  allow  him  to  have  possessed  in  an  eminent  degref. 
This  disoriminative  ulent,  indeed,  has  been  sufEci^tly  raanifeat- 
ed  in  his  great  work  <*  on  Cutaneous  Diseases  ^*'  but  the  delicacy 
of  his  tact,  which  enabled  him  to  detect,  like  an  accomplished 
artist,  the  minute  peculiarities  in  the  appearances  of  thes^' dis- 
eases, which  escaped  the  notice  of  ordinary  observers,  was  very 
remarkable.     During  the  whole  of  bis  career,  he  was  not  less 
assiduously  employed  in  examining  the  records  of  medicine^  bodi 
ancient  and  modem,  t)ian  in  the  actual  observation  of  diseases; 
of  which  the  lean^ine  and  critical  acumen  dis^yed  in  his  pub- 
lications, as  well  as  Uie  mass  of  manuscript  qpllections»  which  k 
]bas  left  behind,  aflbrd  abundant  proof,    llis  hahits  of  domestic 
privacy  enabled  him  to  dedicate  a  lairge  portion  of  time  to  these 
'         '  reeeazches; 
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researches  \  and  indeed  to  the  unabating  ardour  with  which  he 
applied  himself  to  them,  must  be  attributed  that  premature  in- 
jury  of  his  health,  which  shortened  the  period  of  his  life. 

The  rise  of  medical  reputation,  unassisted  by  powerful  con- 
nections, when  all  unworthy  arts  of  advancement  are  disdained^ 
jnust  necessarily  be  very  slow.  For  a  considerable  time  it  has 
no  existence,  even  in  the  narrow  circle  of  private  friends,  whose 
confidence  is  placed  on  older  heads:  and  ultimately,  it. springs 
but  from  the  gradual  accumulation  of  individual  approbatioui  as 
the  opportunities  of  meriting  it  from  time  to  time  occur* 

'<  Crtscit  •cculto  velut  arbor  9x0 
Fama— /' 

Dr  Willan's  advance  to  public  reputation,  and  to  the  consequent 
emoluments  of  the  profession,  was,  however,  regularly  progres- 
sive, though  slow  s  and  his  publications,  especially  his  treatise 
on  die  diseases  of  the  skin,  upon  which  his  posthumous  reputa* 
tion  will  principally  rest,  finally  placed  his  professional  character 
upon  high  ground.  In  the  spring  of  1791,  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  He 
"had  been  early  attached  to  antiquarian  researches,  and  in  his  ju- 
venile days  had,  with  considerable  industry  and  accuracy,  collect- 
ed from  the  Odyssey  a  history  of  the  manners  of  the  primeval 
times  of  Greece.  Latterly  he  communicated  some  papers  to 
this  Society,  of  which  however  he  declined  the  honour  of  publi- 
cation \  particularly,  a  collection  of  provincial  words,  and  an  ela- 
borate essay  on  the  practice  of  ««  Lustration  by  Need-fire,*^ 
(scarcely  extinct  in  some  of  the  northern  counties,)  which  led 
him  into  a  curious  and  extensive  research,  respecting  similar 
practices  in  ancient  times,  and  the  mythological  superstitions 
connected  with  them«  It  was  not  until  the  month  of  February 
1809,  that  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

The  increase  of  his  professional  avocations,  which  had  com- 
pelled him  some  time  before  to  resign  his  office  in  the  Finsbury 
Dispensary,  led  him,  in  the  year  1800,  to  wish  to  lessen  the  fa^ 
tigue  of  his  duties  at  the  Public  Dispensary ;  and  accordingly 
his  friend  and  pupil,  Dr  T.  A.  Murray,  was  appointed  his  col 
league  in  that  year.  This  active  and  intelligent  phvsiciaDp 
through  whose  exertions,  aided  by  the  Society  for  bettermg  the 
condition  of  the  Poor,  the  Fever  Institution  of  the  metropolis 
was  established,  was  unfortunately  cut  off  in  February  1809,  by 
the  contagion  of  fever,  caught  in  the  infected  apartments  of  the 
first  patients  who  were  admitted  into  the  Institution.  Dr  Wil* 
Ian,  who  had  strenuously  recommended  this  establishment,  was 
nominated  one  of  its  physicians  extiaa|dioary«    In  Decembei^ 
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180S,  finding  his  private  practice  incompatiblp  with  a  proper  at- 
tention to  the  concerns  of  the  Dispensary,  which  he  had  now 
superintended  for  the  space  of  nearly  twenty-one  years,  he  re- 
llgned  his  office.  The  governors  o^  the  charity,  in  testimony  of 
their  gratitude  for  his  services  and  esteem  for  his  character,  no- 
minated him  Consulting  Physician,  and  ipade  him  a  governor  for 
life,  and  likewise  presented  him  with  a  piece  of  phite,  of  the  va- 
lue of  fifty  gttiiieasi  inscribed  with  a  testimonial  of  their  attach, 
jnent  and  respect  *. 

For  several  years  previous  to  his  resignation,  Dr  Willan's 
fame  and  character  had  been  fully  established,  and  the  emolu- 
ments derived  from  his  practice  very  ample.  He  had  during  the 
preceding  course  of  years,  resided  successively  in  Ely  Place, 
Holbprn,  and  in  Re<i  I^ion- Square,  in  connection  with  the 
family  before  noentioned  \  and  lastly,  on  his  marriage  in  the 
ipripg  of  1801 9  he  settled  in  Bloomsbufy-Square.  He  was  now 
nai  only  generally  consult(?d,  especially  by  persons  labouring  un- 
dfur  cutaneous  diseases,  bi|t  was  also  deferred  to  on  all  occasions 
by  hif  piofe$9ional  brethren^  as  the  ultimate  appeal  on  these  sub- 
]«ct9  s  for,  however  generally  skilled  in  every  other  department 
pt  medical  practice,  his  reputation  for  peculiar  knowledge  on 
ibis  point  had  certainly  excluded  bim,  in  some  measure,  from 
thai  universal  occupation  in  his  profession,  to  which  he  was  so 
well  entitled. 

.  FrQDi  his  childhood  Dr  Willan.had  been  of  a  delicate  consti- 
lution ;  his  complexion  in  early  life  being  pale  and  feminine, 
snd  bis  form  slender.  £[is  extremely  regular  and  temperate 
mpd^  of  lifi?,  however,  had  procured  him  an  uninterrupted  share 
4)f  moderate  health,  and  latterly  even  a  certain  degree  of  corpu- 
lency of  person,  thpugh  withput  the  appearance  of  robust  strength. 
In  the  winter  pf  1810,  some  of  his  friends  had  remarked  a  slight 
^ihrinking  of  bulk  and  change  in  his  complexion :  but  it  was  not  till 
Sh^  follpwJQg  spring  that  symptoms  of  actual  disease  manifested 
j(hen>S^lyes«  Being  at  this  time  accidentally  called  upon  to  make 
foim  bodily  exertion  in  assisting  a  patient,  his  respiration  be- 
fswe  pppressed»  and  he  expectorated  some  blood.  Soon  after- 
IfTiurds  h#  suffered  two  s^v^re  attacks  of  catarrh  in  immediate 
,  succession. 


*  Tliu  ifwcnptioiii  waa  wr^t^a  by  rhe  late  le«ra6d>  tod  Reveread  Dr  Matthew 
]Uiae,^  #i|e  of  the  gov^nuirs.  of  ihe  Dispen^arVi  and  was  aa  follows.  '^  Viro  in-*^ 
tegerrimo,  artis  i cieotiseque  su^e  peritissimo,  Roberto  WiUan,  M-  9*  ob  fefieini- 
mam  operaip;  iu'  m^rttis  egenmiim  dtium  saxia^dis,  Ttginti  annos  aaapliiis  gra- 
Mxo  tt  stnuu*  naYafan',  ngMCiataim  apiid  Loodincduea  paupenin^  paranit 
'mict)  amid,  L.  L.  D.  D.  D.    A.D.  1 804,  Preside  Comite  Sandvicense,  collate 

':ttiuie  Custode  Oulielino  Waddingtoo." 
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iccessioiiy  whichf  as  he  lUd  not  desist  from  his  professional  avo* 
sitions  out  of  doorsi  did  not  readily  subside,  and  left  behind  a 
on^derable  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  rendered  the  horizon* 
al  posture  in  bed  insupportable,  with  sleeplessness,  total  loss  of 
ppctite,  cough,  hoarseness,  and  a  very  unequal  and  irregular 
tate  of  the  pulse,— symptoms  which  seemed  to  imply  an  effusion 
>f  water  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  perhaps  into  the  peri* 
»rdium«    The  complexion  now  became  exceedingly  sallow,  and 
lie  tunica  conjunctiva  of  the  eyes  assumed  a  yellowish  hue. 
With  a  view  to  obtain  some  respite  from  professional  fatigue,  as 
0vell  as  the  advantage  of  a  better  air^  he  took  a  house  in  June» 
181  If  at  Craven  Hill,  about  a  mile  from  town,  on  the  Uxbridge 
road,  where  he  spent  his  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  he  went  to  Bloomsbury- 
Square,  to  receive  the  patients  who  came  thither  to  consult  him. 
During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  partly  in  cpnsequence 
of  the  mildness  of  the  season,  and  partly  of  the  employment  of 
some  active  medicines  and  of  the  repeated  application  of  blisters, 
the  cough  and  hoarseness  were  removed ;  but  the  other  symp* 
toons  underwent  little  change,  and  the  lower  extremities  became 
gradually,  but  at  length  severely  anasarcous,  from  the  feet  up* 
wards.     A  sudden  unfavourable  change  of  the  weather,  in  Sep- 
teonber,  occasioned  a  return  of  the  cough  and  hoarseness,  with 
some  expectoration  ;  and  the  probability  of  becoming  phthisical, 
under  the  influence  of  an  English  winter,  induced  him  to  accedo 
to  the  strenuous  recommendation  of  some  of  his  friends,  and  to 
undertake  a  voyage  to  Madeira.     He  accordingly  embarked  with 
his  family  in  the  Thames,  on  the  lOtb  of  October ;  and,  after 
being  fid  days  on  shipboard,  detained  by  foul  winds  in  the  Downs 
and  at  Portsmouth,  he  arrived  at  Madeira  on  the  1st  of  Decern* 
ber.    During  this  interval,  a  considerable  hardness  and  tumefac- 
tion  took  place  in  the  abdomen,  with  an  effusion  of  water  intp 
that  cavity,  and  he  was  harassed  by  a  dysenteric  attack.    By  per- 
severance in  an  active  course  of  medicine,  however,  after  bis  ar- 
rival at  Funchall,  all  the  symptoms  were  considerably  alleviated; 
insomuch  that,  in  the  month  of  February,  he  meditated  a  return 
to  the  south  of  England  in  April.     But  this  alleviation  was  only 
temporary :  his  disease  waa  again  aggravated  \  the  dropsy,  and 
its  concomitant  obstruction  to  the  funcrions,  increased;  and, 
with  his  faculties  remaming  entire  to  the  last,  he  expired  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1810,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

By  the  death  of  Dr  WiUan  the  profession  was  deprived  of 
one  of  its  bright  ornaments,  and  of  its  zeakms  and  able  mfttn^ 
ers  (—the  sick,  pi  a  humane,  diiinteresttfd,  and  discerning  pliv. 
sician  $^u4nd  the  iworM  of  an  3eetiniaUe  mi  iipri|^t  man.    ij 
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his  exterior  deportment  in  public,  indeed,  he  was  far  from  ren- 
dering justice  to  his  own  character.     His  early  education,  hk 
studious  mode  of  life,  and  retiring  disposition,  prevented  chat 
display  of  his  various  and  extensive  knowledge  in  mixed  societyr, 
which  delighted  the  privacy  of  a  small  circle  of  friends^  and 
whicli  was  dispensed  with  much  playfulness  and  simplicicj  of 
manner.     In  ail  the  relations  of  domestic  life,  indeed,  be  was- 
an  object  of  general  esteem  and  attachment.    The  gendeness 
and  humanity  of  iiis  disposition  were  equally  conspicuous  in  the 
exercise  of  his  professional  duties ;  in  the  patient  attention  with 
which  he  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  sick,  whom,  ia  his 
fullest  occupation,  he  never  dismissed  from  his  presence,  dissa- 
tisfied with  the  brevity  of  his  inquities ;  and  in  the  liberality 
with  which  he  imparted  his  assistance,  yet  refused  the  xemane. 
ration  to  which  he  was  entitled,  when  the  circumstances. of  the 
patient  appeared  to  render  it  oppressive.     In  his  intercourse 
with  his  professional  brethren  he  was  liberal  and  independent, 
and  extremely  tender  of  giving  oflFence.     As  a  practitioner,  as 
we  have  already  observed,  he  was  a  close  and  faithful  observer 
of  diseases,  and  by  the  peculiar  quickness  with  which  be  detect- 
ed their  characteristic  appearances,  however  obscured  by  compli* 
cation,  he  had  obtained  a  copious  store  of  sound  experience :  yet 
it  has  been  remarked,  that  he  did  not  always  prescribe  with  that 
vigour  and  decision,  which  so  much  discriminative  talent  would 
have  authorized* 

As  a  professional  writer,  Dr  Willan  appeared  early,  in  bis 
contributions  to  the  periodical  works.  On  his  arrival  in  London^ 
he  became  a  member  of  a  private  medical  society,  which  held  its 
meetings  at  a  coffee-house,  in  Cccil*Street,  and  which  published 
two  volumes  of  papers,  under  the  dtle  of  <*  Medical  Communica- 
tions," in  1784  and  1790.  In  the  second  of  these  volumes  he 
published  the  history  of  «<  A  remarkable  Case  of  Abstinence,^ 
in  a  hypochondriacal  young  man,  which  was  uninterriqned  for 
the  space  of  sixtjf-one  dayb,  and  terminated  fatally.  We  believe 
that  this  was  the  only  medical  society  of  which  he  was  ever  a 
member.  Several  communications  from  him  were  also  printed 
in  the  London  Medical  Journal,  edited  between  the  years  i7Bi 
and  1790  by  Or  Simmons.  In  the  4fth  volume,  p.  421,  a  short 
letter  of  his  appears,  stating  the  character  of  a  non^descript  BjP' 
swp  found  in  the  sulphureous  waters  of  Aix,  and  differing  from 
that  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  waters  of  Crolt  and  Dins- 
.4^*  In  the  6th  volume  of  the  same  Journal,  he  relates  a  fatal 
^9ys9;  of  obstruction  io  the  bowels,  from  consttiction  of  the  c6km 
.nmi  the  sigmoid  flcxare>  which  prevented  any  evacuation  for 
^ward^pf  $9  days  before  death  $  iQ  which  he  appended  9oine 
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useful  reflexions  on  the  diagnostic  symptoms  of  diese  obstrac* 
tionsi  as  occurring  in  the  large  or  in  the  small  intestines.  In  thb 
7th  vdlume  he  describes  the  cure  of  a  case  of  diorea,  by  tho 
Cuprum  ammoniac um,  which,  however,  he  candidly  acknowledges 
in  a  subsequent  publication  *,  speedily  recurred,  and  was  cured  hf 
very  different  means.  In  the  same  volume  he  relates  also  a  sin- 
gular termination  of  abdominal  dropsy,  by  a  spontaneous  dis- 
charge of  the  fluid  per  vjginam.  And  in  the  8th  volume  he  has 
given  the  detail  of  seven  cases  of  ague,  which  were  speedily  cur- 
td  by  the  preparation  of  arsenic,  which  had  recently  been  recom- 
mended by  Dr  Fowler.  After  the  publication  of  the  11th  vo- 
lume of  this  Journal,  Dr  Simmons  commenced  a  new  series,  un- 
der the  title  of  •*  Medical  Facts  and  Observations  ;**  in  die  :Sd 
Tolume  of  which  a  paper  of  Dr  Willan's  appeared,  containing  a 
description  of  several  cases  of  ischuria  renalis  in  children,  which 
was  found  to  be  connected  with  inflammation  throughout  the 
mesentery. 

In  the  year  1796,  Dr  Willan  commenced  a  series  of  monthly 
leports,  after  the  manner  of  those  which  Dr  Fothergill  had  fot- 
nerly  given  to  the  public  f ,  containing  a  brief  account  of  the 
state  of  the  weather,  and  of  the  prevalent  diseases  in  the  metro- 
polis. The  practice  of  a  Dispensary,  where  the  diseases  of  the 
poor,  who  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea- 
sons, were  observed  on  a  large  scale,  was  particuhrly  favourable 
for  ascertaining  the  existence  of  epidemics,  and  for  estimating 
the  state  of  the  public  health.  By  the  additional  scheme,  which 
Dr  Willan  devised,  of  presenting  a  monthly  catalogue  of  the  dis- 
eases, which  came  under  his  care,  the  state  of  the  general  health 
was  brought  most  distinctly  under  the  view.  These  reports 
were  published  in  the  <*  Monthly  Magazine/^  which  had  beea 
recently  established,  and  were  continued  to  the  year  1800,  wheo 
he  collected  them  into  a  small  volume,  and  published  them  in 
1801,  under  the  title  of  «  Reports  on  the  Diseases  in  London*" 
This  little  work  is  pregnant  with  important  and  original  medical 
•bservalions,  especially  on  points  of  diagnosis,  which  are  the 
foundation  of  all  rational  and  successful  practice.  <<  Bum  vero 
recte  curaturum,  quem  prima  oiigo  causs  non  fefellcrit  %!*  But 
from  its  unassuming  pretensions  and  desultory  arrangement,  it  has 
not  been  sufficiently  known  and  valued  by  the  profession:  it 
never  reached  a  second  edition. 

We 
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We  are  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances  wluch  originally 
drew  the  attention  of  Dr  Willan  to  the  subject  of  cutaneous  dis- 
eases. Most  probably  his  own  extreme  accuracy  made  him  feel 
early  and  acutely  the  vagueness  and  confusion  of  language*  which 
universally  prevailed  in  this  department  of  medicines  while  his 
attendance  at  a  public  institution  brought  many  of  these  diseases 
constantly  under  his  inspection.  So  early  as  1784  and  17S5f 
that  accuracy  led  him  to  attend  to  the  eletnentaryformscSetufiioat^ 
U  we  may  so  speak|  upon  which  he  saw  that  a  definite  nomencla- 
ture could  alone  be  founded^  and  upon  which  he  erected  the  in- 
genious  6y.stem  developed  in  his  large  work.  At  that  period^  in 
his  notes  of  cases,  he  has  seldom  designated  erupttons  by  their 
Ordinary  names  \  but  speaks  of  papuU  scorbu(icaS)  eruptiQ  pdpuh^ 
ta^  &c.  In  1786  his  notes  exhibit  still  more  deci^ve  proofs  of 
the  careful  attention  which  he  was  directing,  to  this  subject^  in 
the  minute  descriptions  (accompanied  by  slight  sketches  with  the 
pen,)  of  the  forms,  magnitude,  and  progress  of  eruptions.  The 
teal  with  which  he  was  at  the  same  time  investigating  the  origi- 
nal acceptation  of  tlie  Greek,  Roman,  and  Arabian  termst  ap* 
plied  to  eruptive  .discasesi  is  likewise  manifested  by  his  copious 
collections  from  authors,  and  by  the  occasional  alterations  of  the 
nomenclature^  applied  in  the  caseS)  before  he  had  finally  deter, 
mined  on  his  atrangement.  This  was  probably  decided  about 
the  y«ar  1769  \  as  in  the  following  year  his  classification  was 
bid  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  honoured  by  the 
assignment  of  the  Fothergiilian  gold  medal  of  that  year,  to  the 
author. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  here^  that  the  ground^wcvk  of 
this  arrangement  is  laid  in  the  external  characters,  or  what  we 
luve  above  called  the  elementary  forms, 'of  eruptions,  which  axe 
4i^nguished  in  the  outset  by  precise  definitions ;  such  are  pim. 
IpleSi  scal^S)  rashes,  pustules,  vesicles,  &c.  Upon  this  plan  alone 
Gin  a  peispicuotts  and  intelligible  classification  be  formedj  as  in 
■Other  branches  of  natural  history. 

.  It  Was  not  till  the  beginning  of  1 798,  that  the  first  part  of 
this  work,  including  the  Papuious  eruptions,  was  published^  ia 
w]^ichy  ^s  in  the  subsequent  part$»  each  variety  was  represented  by  a 
coloured  engraving.  In  1801,  the  second  part,  including  the  &tf^ 
dissases  of  the  skin,  appeared  ^  in  1805,  the  ddrd  part,  compris- 
ingonly  two  genera  of  Rashes^  viz.  measles  and  scarlet*»fever  ;  and 
in  1808,  the  fourth  part,  comprehending  the  remainder  of  the 
_  rashes,  and  the  Buila^  or  large  vesications  ;  the  whole  containing 
thirty-three  plates,  and  comprising  about  half  of  the  classifica* 
tion.  Four  Orders,  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  Pustules^ 
Vesicles,  Tubercles,  and  SpotSi  remain  unpublished  i  andj  with 

the 
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the  ekc^on  tii  the  twd  iitfdt  genera  of  pottular  £iM8ei|  Bon^ 
Tfgo arid  Impettpj  Which  hare  b^il  long  delajredfcom  some itn** 
pedtittetitd  on  the  ^n  of  the  eilgfairer  iind  publkherv  the  vest  of  ■ 
the  BIS.  16  probably^ot  at  ptes^nt  in  a  dtate  to  meet  the  puUid' 
eye. 

In  the  inteHm,  howe^er^  ftt>m  the^temfpovary  inteceit  ^whiih 
the  investigation  oF  th6  yatcif^  question  excited^  Dr  Willan  wag. 
induct  so  far  to  anticipate  thd  oriter  of  Vi^ldei^  «lto  pubHah^; 
in  1806>  a  tfeati^  <•  On  Vicdnation j"*  in  wfaioh  he'  alto  inirM: 
du<^  the  subject  of  cMeken-pb^  {another  kisiiMl^  ^i^«e} !»' 
^ronsequ^hc^  of  th^  ititstakes,  #hlch  teid  belm  Icomtisitbd^  ia 
suppoting  that  this  wks  sM^Vpoxi  |^eil  it  bcfittn^'-^dter' 
▼accinidoft.  TW6  engravings  i^compahtisd  thia  treatise,.  vASosAk 
exhibited  the  regular  form  of  theyaftcine  vesicle^  Ae  imperfect- 
▼eside,  the  thre^  vatieti^  Of  chickeh^^p^x^,  and  the  ordi^iafy  por« 
tigo  favosa  of  the  face,  a  disease  th«  nrigln  of  which  had  betii 
falsely  attributed  to  vaccination.  '  Althbogh  six  .years  have  n6w 
elapsed,  since  the  pul^iication  of  thts  volume,  sabse<)uent  exoe*) 
tience  has  added  no  fa6t  of  trnpOttaitce  to  the  inforniation  whitth 
it  contains  i-^anotfter  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  Dr  Willan'sob- 
•eiration. 

In  addition  to  the  writings  above-mentioned,  which  hate  bem 
committed  to  the  pre^s,  Dr  Willan  had  left  some  others  in  an 
unfinished  state.     During  three  or  four  years  previous  to  hie 
death,  he  had  employed  his  leisure  in  a  most  extensive  invelti^ 
gation  of  the  antiquities  of  medicine,  if  we  may  so  express  our- 
selves, which  he  had  conducted  with  his  usual  telicity  of  execu- 
tion.    His  principal  object  was  the  illustration  of  four  subjects^ 
which  are  enveloped  in  no  small  degree  of  obscurity  \  namely^ 
!•  The  nature  and  origlirof.the.eptdemic  or  endemic  Ignu  sBcer^ 
which  was  a  frequent  cause  of  much  mortality  m  ancient  times» 
and  in  the  middle  ages,  and  has  been  confounded  with  the  plague^ 
to  which  it  had  no  resemblance  but  in  its  fatality : — 2.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  tneasles,  and  scarlet-fever, 
hot  onlj  in  the  first  ages  of  the  Christian  xra,  but  at  still  moil^ 
aficient  periods,  of  which  he  has  brought  together,-  with  great 
ingenuity,  a  collection  that  appeals  incontrovenibiy  to  establish 
the  affirmative  of  the  question  ; — 3.  The  history  of  the  Leprosy  of 
the  middle  ages:-^and  4.  That  of  the  Lues  venerea.  '  The  di»- 
sertation^  relative  to  the  two  first  mentioned  copies,  Dr' Willaa 
.  had  nearly  completed,  having  re-modelled  the  second,  by  the  aid 
of  a  friendly  amanuensis,  during  his  residence  in  Madeira.  They 
tontain  a  very  able  and  original  view  of  the  state  of.  disease  in 
the  early  ages  of  theworld,  not  founded  upon  any  fanciful  ex- 
planation of  terms,  but  deduced  fiom  a  sagacious  developemcilt 

of 


Jili  Bi$gr»pKeal  Mimmr  ffOe  late  Dr  Wmu       «& 

of  facts,  which  ham  hitherto  been  concealed  under  pcrpkiei 
and  mistaken^  hot  sufficient]^  intelligible  language.  He  b 
fikewise  supported  the  conciiisiooSy  wUch  he  Im  drawn, bjcn^ 
dence  collected  from  sources  not  usoaUy  retorted  to  in  iacliR> 
searches. 

Screral  years  ago^  Dr  Willan  nude  a  collectioD  of  obsen> 
tionsy  in  abont  two  thousand  patients,  with  a  view  to  an  iofefl- 
gation  of  medical  phystognomyt  or  temperamentSt  diieilf  in  re- 
gard to  die  diseases  ^  which  each  Tariety  of  temperaOMOtisfe' 
cnliariy  pitdisposed,  and  to  the  operation  of  medicinet  oodxs 
respectively.  In  the  prosecution  of  diis  inquiry,  he  pracucdse* 
fend  drawrags  f portraits)  illustratiTe  of  the  characteristic  auib 
of  the  more  striking  rarieties.  He  arrived  at  some  interesdogS' 
ferences  respecting  both  the  phpical  and  moral  corndtiitioa 
•onnected  with  these  external  cnaracters,  buthedidootcto 
the  matter  sufficiently  matured  to  lay  before  the  poblk. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention  a  javenile  vol, 
published  by  Dr  Willan,  on  a  theological  subject;  minelf,i 
Idfe  of  Christ,  related  in  the  words  of  the  erangelistSi  of  v^ 
details  he  selected  those  parts  respectirely  which  were  tM\^ 
and  explicit ;  and  he  illustrated  the  whole  by  critical  nottsasi 
explanations,  which  were  particularly  full  in  rqgard  to  tbe^ 
eases  mentioned  by  those  sacred  writers.  A  second  edia« 
of  this  work,  with  additional  illustrations,  was  pobiisiKd  '^ 
1802.  1 


R^9rt  of  Distiutt  treated  at  the  PVBLIC  DlSMNSJiTiff^ 
Carey^StreetfJ  London,  from  May  Siet  to  August  $ijt  18I& 

Acute  DttEJtMs. 


No.  of  Cases. 

Tertians 1 

Fcbris .     20 

Febris  infantum  remit*    •    •XI 
Febris  puerperalis      •     .    «      1 

Apoplexia 1 

Otalgia    • 1 

Cynanche  tonsillaris       .     .     4 
— —  parotidsea    .     .    •    4 

Catarrhtts S3 

Pneumonia 9 

Pertussis 3 

Variola    « 10 


lto.«fCa*; 

Varicella      

Rttbeols  et  earum  scqds 
Scarlatina    •    .    •    .  • 

Erysipelas 

Herpes  proseipens    .    . 

Cholera 

Dysenteria 

Vomitusbil 

Rheumatismus  actttos  • 
Arthritis  rfaeusoasica  . 
Abortus  •    «    •   f   •  ' 


&tf*' 
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No.  tf  Cases. 
Cephaka    •     .    •    .    .    •    20 

Vertigo    • 8 

Dywccea. 1 

Catarrfaui  chronicns      •      .19 
Asthma  et  Dyspnoea     •  6 

Hemoptysis    •    .     •    :    •      18 

Phthisis 29 

Dysphagia    ••••••    2 

Pty^ismus 1 

Hxmatemesis  •  •  .  .  S 
Pyrosis     ...,..•.     2 

Gastrodynia 53 

Dyspepsia 25 

Hypochondriasis    .    •    •    •     2 

Hepatalgia 9 

Icterus 4 

Hepatitis  chronica     ...     1 

Enterodynia 11 

Colica  Pictooum     •    •    •    •    3 

Prolapsus  ani 2 

Haemorrhois 4 

Diarrhoea 19 

Ascarides •   1 

Marasmus 11 

Tabes  dorsalis 1 

Nephralgia 12 

Hematuria  ..•.••  1 
Enuresis  .  .  •  •  •  •  .  S 
Amenorrhoea  •  •  •  .  •  4 
DysmenornMea  •  •  •  •  1 
Menorriiagia  •  •  •  *  •  16 
Leutorrhoea  «  •  •  •  •  25 
Hysteralgia  ,  •  •  •  •  1 
Blenorrhoea  •  «  .  •  .  1 
Asthenia  •  •  ;  •  •  .  S6 
Hysteria    •    •      .      ;    •    .    6 

Epilepsia 4* 

Palpitatio    ••••••      2 

The  whole  of  the  summer  months  has  been  cool,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  days  in  June,  and  the  second  week  of  July. 
At  times,  indeed,  even  in  the  month  of  August,  the  temperature 
has  been  actually  cold,  especially  in  the  mornings  and  evenings. 
The  atmosphere  has  been  almost  constantly  cloudyi  so  that,  lor 
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NobofCaiet. 
Convulsio  .  •  •  ...  1 
Tremor  ex  hydraxgytp    .    •    2 

Chorea 2 

Fatnitas    •      •    ..    •     •     .    1 

Paralysis •    6 

Paraplegia .1 

Lumbago  et  sciatica     ...  7 

Rheumnt  chron 88 

Hydrothorax 1 

Ascites 2 

Anasarca 5 

Hydrops  tot  corporis     .    .     8 

^MoUities  ossium     ....      1 

Hectica  adolescentinm    •    •     1 

Scrofula 4 

Lichen .2 

Prurigo    .•••.••    6 
Lepra    •     ...     •     •    .    4 

Psoriasis 3 

Erythema     •      .     •  •  .      ,8 

Urticaria 5 

Roseola 2 

Intertrigo 2 

Impetigo 1 

Porrigo        16 

Ecthyma 1 

Scabies 8 

Sycosis 1 

Eczema 2 

Rupia     •    •    •     «    •     .    •    1 

Aphthx 3 

.    I 

1 

.      1 

.  r 
.  1 


Acne 
Lupus     •     •     •     . 
Mollusca    .... 
Tubera  syphiloidea     . 
Phthiriasis     .     •     .    . 
Ulcera  mammillarum 
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many  days  together,  the  sun  was  never  visible ;  and  hazy  wea* 
ther,  with  light  and  driz^ing.rainSi  has  been  unusually  frequent 
for  die  season.  The  harvest,  and  the  productions  of  summer 
gisnerally^  have  been  considered  as  later  by  a  fortnight  tfaaa  in 
ordinary  reasons. 

From  this  cool  state  of  the  weather,  the  occurrence  of  a  smaU 
ler  proportion  than  is  usual  of  bilious  diseasest  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  afFections  might  have  been  an* 
ticipated.  The  catarrhal  complaints,  however,  have  been  com- 
paratively rare  ;  although  rheumatism,  in  ite  various  modifica- 
tions, has  been  frequent,  and  haemoptysis  and  pulmonary  con* 
sumption  have  appeared  in  more  than  their  usual  propor- 
tion }  and,  though  cholera  has  only  been  obseilred  in  two 
instances ;  yet  other  complaints  of  the  alinientary  canal,  soch 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  enterodynia,  gastrodynia,  hepatalgia, 
dyspepsia,  and  that  general  class  of  nervous  complaints^  under 
the  head  olF  Asthenia,  which  is  connected  with  gastric  derange- 
ment, have  been  unusually  numerous.  Perhaps  .this  circum- 
stance is  attributable  to  the  daily  vicissitudes,  which  the  sharp 
aorth  and.  east  winds^  that  have  commonly  prevailed,  produced 
in  the  eveaingSt  though  preceded  only  bv  mod&rate  warmth  dur« 
ing  the  dav.  To  the  same  cause,  probaoly,  is  to  be  ascribed  the 
great  numner  of  those  cutaneous  eruptions,  which  rhc  summer 
usually  produces,  when  the  body  is  chilled,  after  being  heated 
by  exercise,  carried  to  a  state  of  fatigue  and  perspiration  ;  all 
the  cases  of  erythema,  roseola,  lichen,  urticaria,  eczema,  herpes^ 
and  psoriasis,  occurred  in  and  after  the  second  week  of  July. 

The  contagious  exanthemata  have  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent  this  summer  .  In  the  month  of  June  the  measles  became 
very  general  among  children  and  young  persons ;  but,  as  is  usual 
in  mild  weather^  all  the  cases  that  fell  under  o^r  notice,  with 
one  exception,  went,  through  their  course  without  anv  very 
urgent  symptoms.  In  the  case  excepted,  the  prostration  c€ 
strength  at  ^he  close  of  the  eruption  was  considerable,  and  the 
fading  effl<  *iescence  became  intermixed  with  a  crop  of  petechiae, 
A.  there  uas  apparently  no  local  congestion,  however,  the  de» 
•  coction  of  cinchona,  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  a  little  wine,  was 
administered,  and  the  child  speedily  recovered.  In  general,  a 
snontancous  diarrhoea  occurred,  sometimes  on  the  second  day  of 
the  eruption,  and  sometimes  at  the  period  of  its  decline,  which 
contributed,  as  is  usual  *,  to  ameliorate  the  severity  of  the  fe- 
brile symptoms :  where  it  did  not  appear  spontaneously,  a  laxa- 
tive 


f  See  Dr  VTiUan's  Treatise  on  Cutaneous  Diseaacs,  Order  III.  p»  tlS. 
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lire  of  eatomel  and  ihubarb  seemed  to  alleTiate  the  sereritjr  of 
tim  fever.  In  some  casest  howcrer,  notwithstanding  the  dis« 
ease  had  gone  through  its  course  in  this  moderate  way^  some 
seyere  symptoms  of  local  congestion  occurred  on  the  decline  of 
the  raah»  or  even  later  during  the  convalescence  of  the  patientt, 
A  severe  ear-ache  recurred  twice,  in  one  instanccf  after  the  tiidi 
and  fever  had  altogether  disappearecb  and  was  removed  by 
leeches.  The  lungs  suffered  from  a  similar  delerminafioa  of 
blood  in  other  instances ;  and,  where  active  remedies  weve  o* 
milted  to  be  used,  a  cough,  widi  expectoration,  renmned  trouUe* 
some  for  a  considerable  time )  but  it  readily  yielded  to  the  ope» 
ration  ef  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  commencement  of  the.  attack. 
In  one  or  tyro  cases,  the  diarrhoea,  instead  of  a  temporary  and 
salutary  discharge,  became  chronic,  and  was  attended  with  a  febri* 
cula,  parched  lips,  a  circumscribed  flu3h  on  the  cheeks,  shrink* 
ing  of  the  features^  a  dry  skin,  and  much  debility.  Slight  aU 
teratives,  especially  the  hydrargyrus  cum  creta,  with  antimonialat 
and  light  nourishment,  appeared  to  relieve  this  affection  in  a  short 
time. 

The  chicken-pox  was  also  prevalent  at  the  same  time,  but 
from  its  mildness  it  seldom  becomes  an  object  of  attention  at 
public  institutions,,  except  for  the  purpose  of  determining  its 
nature.  It  occurred  in  several  families  of  respectability  in  the 
neighboufhood  of  Russel}  Square,  but  without  any  remarkable 

Smptoms  I  except  that,  in  one  child,  on  the  evening  preceding 
e  appearance  of  the  vesicles,  an  universal  red  rash  covered  the 
skin,  accompanied  with  extreme  heat  and  dngliag,  but  disap* 
peaied  before  morning,  when  the  varicella  came  out. 

The  small-pox,  which  appeared  here  and  there  within  the 
district  of  the  Dispensary,  m  the  month  of  June,  has  unfortu- 
nately  been  prevalent  to  a  great  extent,  perhaps  universaHy 
throughout  the  metropolis,  in  the  two  succeeding  months,  and 
continues  to  swell  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality.  It  is  melaa- 
cholf  to  reflect  on  the  immense  proportion  of  the  children  of  the 
lower  classes  that  are  exposed  to  the  infection  of  this  pestilence, 
in  consequence  of  the  weak  prejudices  of  the  parents  against  the 
security^  or  the  salutarv  nature,  of  vaccination.  The  influence 
of  these  prejudices,  we  nave  been  sorry  to  observe,  has,  in  some 
instances,  extended  to  those  who  had  obtained  the  security  of 
vaccination  for  their  elder  children  %  and  in  spite  of  the  Itving 
evidence  daily  before  thrir  eyes»,hed  produced,  in  some  a  careless 
state  of  doubt  or  indifierence*  ta  others  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence  in  it,  so  diat  their  younger  inftnts  were  now  labourii^ 
under  $maU*pox.  AU  the  cases  in  our  list  recoveied }  but  we 
beaidof  many  instioicet  of  finality  I  and  some  of  the  recent  biUs 


of  mdrtsliey  Ktve  exhilnted  /iJirQr  deaths  by  small-pok  in  Aft  wed! 
Caa  the  caticanirists,  and  pamphleteers,  and  cow«»pox  diToai- 
okrs,  who  are  accesaory  to  the  apreading  of  this  marderoas  coa- 
lagioiiy  still  complacently  utge^their  kumam  plea,  that  the  smsL 
ptk  is  o  mtraful  p^evimn  rf  Pro^jUettci  fir  the  p^or  man^  by  <Kai« 
niihing  the  burthen  ^  Us  fatmly  *• 

:/  In  explanatfon  of  one  or  two  terms,  in  the  foregoiT^  Est,  k 

ifenay  be  obsar?^^  that  die  appellation  of  Rupia  was  not  mcntica. 

ed  m  the  enQmeration  of  genera  in  Dr  WiHan's  classification,  as 

he  had  included  the  ertiptibn  under  the  pustular  genus  Ec^hyir^; 

bui  as  it  is  vesicular  in  the  commencement,  is  not  tonoonded  li^ 

she  red  clerat^  base,  and  is  covered  with  a  thin  loose  scabi  is 

Which  circumstances  it  differs  from  ecthyma  in  exterhal  appear 

lince,  though  it  coincides  in  those  of  its  origin  in  niany  esses, 

he  intended  to  separate  it  unddr  this  title,  which  is  detiVed  itm 

'fv'jf9i  sordes.  The  Hekpes  praserpens  differs  from  the  Herpes  af6' 

^fumSf  which  includes  shingles,  principally  in  the  aitQation  a&d 

line  of  its  march :  instead  of  going  round,  or  encircling  Ae  lix^ 

it  proceeds  longitudinally  in  the  direction  of  the  muscles,  by  ssc- 

^cessive  patches  l>f  vesitles*    This  «s  invatiably  the'  progre»  cf 

.*herpes  affecting  the  extremities  %  while  thst  of  the  truift,  ned, 

jnouthf  and  eydlids,  encircles  the  p^rts  on  which  it  appean. 

'^Onder  the  bead  of  syphiloid  tubera,  I  have  put  down  two  cases 

ibf  an  eruptioni  ^described  in  a  former  repc«t,f  whSlsh  is  not  T^ 

feiable  to  any  of  Dr  Willan's  genera  of  tubercles,  tior  does  i 

isroberly  associate  with  the  scaly  diseases  described  hj  htm.   h 

-iSf  however,  very  uniform  in  its  tippearance^  insoniadi  that  q>^ 

drawing,  whkh  I  procured  of  the  eruption,  has  acctnutdy  repR- 

a^ted'  all  the  other  eases  fliat  have  occurred  4X>  me.     If  farther 

observations  coiik:ide  with  those  already  made,   I  shall  lay  d£ 

casBS  before  the  publkx 

S^eral  of  the  examples  of  dysentery  §md  dianhoba  were  2c- 
companied  with  severe  pains  in  the  beHy,  recurring  m  pmuxjse^ 
at  ^ short  intervals,  and  after  continuing  in  this  way  a  few  irp 
,  with  tension  and  tenderness  of  the  belly,  and  slight  fevcriAsess. 
In  these  cases  blisters  were  applied  with  little  or  no  benefit ;  tat 
•  where  the  pains  and  tenderness  were  very  great,  the  applkader 
cf  leeches  %0  the  abdomen  Was  eminently  usef^.  bteruT) 
$maU  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha,  or  antimotiial  pow^e, 
combined  with  the  extract  6f  poppy,  anil  given  twice  a  day,  i- 


:i -— .  >      ■    ■ 

*  Ske,  l«r  Uch*»«  foioai  Reakoiu  £ot  titiKcMily  oppoiiK^  V« 

l^  t  See  tihenomberofthis  Journal  Tor  Jaaaaryisis,  p.  lis. 
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forded  great  aUenatioi^  to  the  symptoms^  producing  a.  discharn, 
of  Qduddy  lighr*co]oured  and  offensive  matter  from  the  boi^eU» 
appai^^ntljf  in  larger  quantity  than  the  whole  o£  the  ingeata« 
XJntil  these  motions  assumed  the  colour,  consistence,  and  odo^r 
of  healthy  faecea,  or  became  highly  charged  with  a  dark  yellow- 
ish green  matter»  of  a  tarry  or  oleaginous  appearance,  (which, 
seemed  to  be  the  precursor  of  healthy  secretion^}  the  symptom^ 
were  not  piao^nally  re)iev^,  and  never  permanently.  In  one 
case,  which  had  commenced  as  cholera,  these  n^edicines  produ-, 
ced  only  partial  relief,  and  delirium,  with  a.  brpwn  dry  tonguer. 
frequeii^  ^9iall  pulfe^  prostration  of  strength,  and  other  tvpUDid 
symptoms  ensued,  and  terminated  fatally.  T.  B. 

Adfifrd^JUfWi  Aui.  31,  1812. 


^0  the  EJiUf  of  tbi  Edinburgh  Mfdical  and  Chirurffcal  Journal^ 

SiHt-^My  attention  ha9.  been  lately  called  to  an  s^ticle  in  your 
Jowrnal,  containing  a  Review  of  Mr  Phillips^s  Examination  o^ 
^e  la<t  edition  of  the  Pharm^oopceia  Londiueqsis,  the  perusa^ 
qf  which  has  giten  mq  the  utmpat  surprise.  Neither  with  th^ 
opiliipns'c^  the  reviewer  on  Mr  Phillips^  pu^icat^^  nor  with 
the  remarH^  upon  the  College  of  l^hysicians  have  I,  at  present,  any 
^0DQerpx1>9t  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to  ^me prelections  o| 
hi9  on  the  London  Society  of  Apothecaries.    ,         V 

The  writer  inft>rms  us  in  thi^  reviewt  **  Th?t  t^  3o^iety  of 
Appthec^rij^^  claims  a  little  n^o^e  attention,  not  fc^.  appointing 
a  committee  for  the  purpofe  of  coK>perating  wi^^hi^  College  ij^ 
the  use  of  th§ir  extensive  laboratory,  and  in  bringing  to  the  test 
of  that  sort  ^f  experiment  upon  a  l^trge  scale,  which' could  alone 
render  th^  suggestions  of  science  .practically  usf £ul^  the  several 

processed 


^  In  the  exercise  of  our  censorial  functions,  it  is  our  earnest  endeavour  to  be, 
at  all  times,  just  and  impartial ;  but  critics^  notwithstanding  the  high  tone 
which  th^  consider  themselves  authorized  to  aasunie,  are  aot  infalfiniie,  and 
we  ctiinot  hppe  that  we  have  never  misundentood  or  ini«rf33re8ented  the  stat^ 
ments  andopmions  of  others«  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  allude.  We  ar^, 
however,  always  ready  to  make  every  reparation  in  our  power^  when  we  know 
that  we  have  done  wrongs  and  to  give  publicity  to  any  proper  explanation  or 
reply  ffom  thOM'whe  may  consider  themselves  iijured  by  oup  remarks.  To 
lA  TifAA  wa  Yctura  our  thanks,  fior  the/  p^^flite  aqd  candid  manner  in  whii;h 
he  has  defend^  tlie  wprshipfnl  Company  of  apothecaries,  against  th?  animad" 
versions  contamed  in  the  review  or  Mr  Phillips's  work,  inserted  in  our  last 
numberd— jB<//^«r. 


iilB  Littir  to  thi  Bdkct.  OcU 

processes  which  were  communicated  by  the  College  ;  biit  for 
grossljf  misleading  and  deceiving  the  College,  and  for  openlT  09n. 
travening  its  injunctions,  which  the  said  society  is  specullj  Doiind 
to  obey. 

••It  is  evident  that  the  worthy  Company  of  Apothecaries  did  not 
inform  the  College,  how  many  of  the  suggestions  of  science  they 
found  to  be  improper,  extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracticable  ; 
and|  it  is  probable,  they  never  communicated  to  the  College  the 
processes  they  themselves  empIoyed,but  rather  carefully  concealed 
them,  as  precious  nostrums." 

*  Such  is  the  first  charge  brought  against  the  Society  of  Apodie- 
caries, — a  society,  who  have  hitherto  maintained  a  character  both 
as  professional  men,  and  as  a  commercial  company,  not  only  ir- 
reproachable, but,  I  had  almost  said,  above  suspicion. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected,  that  so  severe  an  accusation,  as 
that  which  I  have  now  recited,  would  have  been  supported  by 
adequate  evidence ;  but  this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  dut 
no  shadow  of  proof  whatever  is  adduced  to  substantiate  it.  It  is 
well  known,  that  prejudice,  however  unfounded,  when  once  cx« 
cited  in  the  public  mind,  is  frequently  widi  difficulty  removed. 
I  should,  therefore,  think  myself  wanting  in  justice  to  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  of  which  I  have  long  had  die  honour  to  be  a 
member,  if  I  were  to  be  silent  upon  an  occasion,  in  which  it  is 
completely  in  my  power  to  contradict  such  false  and  injurious 
Statements;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  your  candour  will  readily 
consent  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  Journal,  diat  the  refu- 
tation may  be  as  extensively  circulated  as  die  charge  has  beeiK 

Having  been  a  member  of  die  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  conihiittee  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  for  the  purpose 
of  reforming  the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinen&is,  I  do  most  d&tincdy 
State  and  aver,  that  no  reservation  whatever  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  of  Apothecaries  upon  that  occasion^  but, 
cm  the  contrary,  they  felt  themselves  bound  by  every  sense  of 
propriety,  and  of  their  duty  to  the  public,  to  reply,  to  the  best  of 
thenr  knowledge  and  ability,  to  all  the  questions  put  to  them  by 
the  College ;  which  questions  were  generally  in  writing,  as  were 
>lso  the  answers  returned  bv  the  committee,  and  may,  therefore, 
be  easily  referred  to.  At  the  frequent  conferences  which  took 
place  between  the  two  committees,  they  made  a  point  of  giving 
every  information  in  their  power,  that  could  tend  to  assist  the 
purpose  of  improving  a  work,  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity was  much  interested;  the  satisfactory  compkdon  of 
which,  I  will  venture  to  add,  without  fear  of  coiitndicdoD|boch 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  they  had  greatly  at  heart. 

5  If 
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If  ^ny  additional  evidence  should  be  esteemed  necessary  to 
confirm  my  assertion^  relatire  to  the  co-operation  of  the  society, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  preface  to  the 
Specimen  Pharmac.  Novx  Colleg.  Reg.  Medic.  Londin. 

Under  the  head  of  processes,  the  college  observe,  *«  It  is  par- 
ticularly incumbent  upon  the  committee,  to  acknowledge  the 
great  advantage  they  have  derived  from  the  //^fr^/ communications 
of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  with  respect  to  the  practice  of 
their  extensive  concern." 

Let  me  here  guard  against  an  error,  which  the  review  writer  ap- 
pears to  have  fallen  into,  namely,that  of  imagining  an  equal  degree 
of  responsibility  to  be  attached  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  in 
the  formation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  to  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians. I  have  already  explained  the  part  which  the  Committee 
of  Apothecaries  took  in  the  business.  It  must  naturally  be  ex- 
pected,«that  the  college  would  reserve  to  themselves  a  final  adju- 
dication respecting  the  several  articles,  about  which  they  thought 
it  right  to  take  the  opinions  of  others ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
while  their  judgment  might  direct  them  to  adopt  some  of  the 
fliUggestions  ofiered  to  them,  they  would  reject  others  -,  and,  in- 
deed, it  was  only  in  a  portion,  comparatively  small,  of  the  for- 
mulae contained  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  that  this  committee  were 
consulted. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  repel  the  first  charge  brought 
against  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  I  proceed  to  the  second 
ground  of  accusation,  which  your  reviewer  calls  the  «'  worst  of 
all,*'  and  goes  on  to  say,  *<  Mr  Phillips  has  proved  that  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner  has  a  right  to  expect 
genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  college,  is  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  spurious  and  inferior 
sinicles.'' 

This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  s?vcre  accusation ;  and,  were  it 
founded  in  truth,  such  conduct  would  justly  deserve  every  epithet 
of  reprehension  which  public  indignation  could  impose.  But 
that  diis  accusation  is  not  true,  the  decided  opinion  of  the  public 
in  their  favour,  derived  from  long  experience  of  the  general  ex- 
cellence of  the  medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  must 
be  conclusive  evidence.  When  it  is  considered  that  thcbe  me-' 
dicines  traverse  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, — that  the  royal 
navy  has  been  supplied  with  them  for  more  than  a  century,— 
and  also  the  various  settlements  under  the  East  India  Compai^f 's 
jurisdiction,— that  a  great  proportion  of  those  medical  practitiOtt- 
erSf  who  value  themselves  upon  the  superiority  of  their  rjMi* 
cines,  ifi  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  both  members  of  the  A)^ety» 

'-•'•and 
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apd  flaen  unconnected  with  it,  pre  a  ptefemnce  to  tbe  me 
medicines, — that  the  preference  of  such  men,  who  are  thenasekta 
competent  judges,  is,  in  itself,  an  argument  of  great  we^i:. 
When  all  these  circumstances  are  duly  considered^  k  must  sai&y 
convince  every  unprejudiced  mind»  that  nothings  but  ivaot  of  a- 
formation  upon  the  subject,  can  excuse  the  advancing  such  c:> 
founded  charges. 

As  the  reviewer,  however^i  has  brought  forward  some  evidence) 
which  he  considers  as  subsuntiating  this  accusation  of  fumishiri 
spurious  and  inferior  articles,  it  will  be  right  to  examine  Ac 
nature  and  validity.of  his  proofs. 

He  begins  with  the  variations  in  specific  graTity  of  serera 
medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  compared  with  the  smsc 
articles  as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips. 

In  almost  aiU  the  articles  here  brought  forward^  the  variacic^ 
are  extiemeiy  small,  much  too  nxinute  to  be  of  any  conaeqiieece 
in  a  medicinal  view. 

When  the  College  speaks  of  specific  gravity^  it  must  be  under- 
stood  only  of  a  medium  gravity,  determined  by  the  result  of 
several  experiments,  and  not  as  a  fixed  pointy  which  will  iov^ 
ably  occur  in  the  product  of  every  process*,  even  when  conducted 
ill  a  method  precisely  similar  :  add  to  which,  that  the  smalfes 
variation  in  temperature  will  so  far  disturb  the  result,  as  to 
render  perfect  exactness  scarcely  attainable  \  nor,  if  attaioabk, 
would  it  be  of  the  smallest  importance  either  to  the  physician 
or  to  the  patient.  I  might  here  observe,  that  where  spta&c 
gravity  b  not  stated  by  the  College  as  a  test  of  the  perfecuos  d 
a  medicine,  an  operator  does  not  seem  to  be  under  an  ohligatksi 
to  attend  minutely  to  that  circumstance.  If  he  is  satisfied  thai 
he  has  used  the  best  materials,  and  has,  in  every  other  respect» 
strictly  attended  to  the  directions  given,  he  does  not  appear  liahie 
to  censure  for  any  little  variation  m  gravity.  ^ 

The  variation  in  specific  gravity  stated  to  exist  in  Liquor  Am- 
monix,  as  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  in  the  same  article, 
as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips,  is  the  only  difference  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  merit  particular  attention.  In  order  to  receive  an  ex- 
planadonof  this  circumstance,  it  must  be  recoUected^that  thoQgfa 
it  is  admitted  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Society  of  Apod^ 
cariest  to  provide  every  medicine  directed  in  the  New  London 

Pharmacopeeia, 


•  See  tlui  aitick^  Addum  Acelicimi,  in  Dr  Fbwd't 
ipSGijfcgrivilyii  Mated  to  differ  from  1.007  to  i«0O9^. 
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Phacm^opoeia,  they  are  b^  no  means  to  be  considered  as  pre- 
cluded from  keeping  in  their  shop  every  former  preparation,wmcli 
the  public,  whtiher  professional  men  or  others,  may  think  it  ri^ht 
to  employ.  Such  is  the  partiality  frequently  discovered  in  favour 
of  remedies  to  which  we  have  been  long  used,  that  it  requires 
a  great  length  of  time  to  reconcile  us  to  new  medicines,  notwith- 
standing they  may  be  superior  to  the  old  ones,  both  in  eleganc^ 
and  efficacy.  Many  instances  might  be  adduced  in  proof  orthis  i 
to  mention  only  one:  Ihe  old  Elixir  paregoricum  is  still  pre- 
ferred by  many  to  Tinctura  opii  camphorata  of  the  former  Phar* 
macopoeiai  and  to  the  Tinctura  camphorae  composita  of  the  pre^ 
sent.  AH  the  three  articles  are,  therefore,  now  j^repared  at  Apo^ 
thecaries'  Hall. 

It  will  easily  be  conceived,  that  the  difference  in  the  strength' 
of  the  Aqua  ammonise  purae  of  the  former  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the 
Liquor  ammonix  of  t;;e  present,  might  induce  many  persons  to^ 
prefer  the  former,  which  is  considerably  weaker  than  the  latter,^ 
as  mor^  convenient  for  use  in  the  division  of  doses.  This  has  been 
actually  the  case,  and  though  both  of  them  ar^  prepared  for  Vale 
at  the  Hall,  very  little  of  the  latter  is  called  for,  in  comparison 
with  the  demand  for  the  Aqua  ammoniac  purse,  which  was  undoubt-^' 
ediy  the  article  purchased  by  Mr  Phillips ;  and  the  difference  ih 
the  specific  gravity  of  these  two  preparations  sufficiently  actounts 
for  the  variaitions  observed  by  him.  '  *  ' 

The  preceding  remarks  upon  the  old  and  new  preparations 
apply,  if  possible^  more  forcibly  to  the  acetous  solution  of  leadf, 
of  the  former  and  presem  pharmacopaeins.  The  colour  and  ge- 
neral appearance  of  the  old  and  popular  remedy  of  Goutard^s' 
extract  are  too  well  known  to  permit  the  modern  Liquor  plumbi 
acetatis,  which  is  muCh  paler  in  colour,  satisfactorily  to  supply 
its  place. 

The  Liquor  terri  alkalini  comes  next  under  observation,  to 
which  ^r  Phillips  appears  to  have  given  a  degree  of  attention, 
more  proportional  to  its  novelty  as  ah  article  of  medicine,  than 
to  its  real  in^portance. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  when  this  preparation  was  first 
made  at  Apothecaries*  Hall,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  it 
was  not  perfectly  understood,  and  the  composition,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  was  incorrect.  It  happened  unfortunately  that 
a  portion  of  this  imperfect  composition  was  procured  by  Mr 
Phillips,  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  the  results  were 
very  probably  such  as  he  has  stated  in  his  publication.  The  er^ 
rbr  was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and  immediately  rectified. 
llie  preparation  since  made  is  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  an- 
swers 
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swert  correctly  to  the  application  of  the  several  tests  stated  br 
Mr  Phillips. 

If  the  reviewer  had  given  an  additional  extract  from  that  wii. 
ter»  which  tends  to  shew  the  facility  with  which  the  directiois 
for  preparing  this  medicine  may  be  misunderstood,  it  woald  haie 
explained  this  circumstance  more  satisfactorily.  The  extract  to 
whkh  I  refer  is  as  follows : 

*^  Upon  comparing  these  statements*  it  will  be  evident*  that  tk 
solution  procured  at  Apothecaries*  Hall  is  an  oxynitrate  of  xna, 
containing  much  nitric  acid  in  excess  ;  probably  also  some  nitre.  I 
have  alrea<Iy  ^ated  that  the  alcali  now  ordered  is  more  than  requi- 
site to  saturate  the  acid,  although  not  sufficient  to  dissolve  the  oxjJe 
of  iron :  the  medicine  which  I  have  just  described  most  theretofe 
have  been  prepared  by  increasing  tlie  quantity  of  acid»  as  advisd 
by  Dr  Powell,  omitting  a  proportional  increase  of  alcali  to  saiuraie 
It :  the  solution  of  iron  being  then  added  to  that  of  the  alcali.  ns^i 
no  further  efiervescence  ensued." 

The  only  remaining  article  requiring  our  notice,  is  Fota^a: 
sopersttiphas,  which  is  seldom»  if  ever>  used  medicinally.  Use 
quantity  procured  by  Mr  Phillips  from  Apothecary's  HalJ  seeoas 
to  have  been  incorrectly  prepared.  This  incorrectness  probably 
arose  from  the  difficulty  which  he  himself  has  stated  to  attend 
the  procesSf  when  conducted  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  pharmacopoeia,  and  is  applicable  only  to  the  salt  procured  at 
an  early  period  after  the  first  publication  of  that  book.  I  hare 
examined  it  as  now  made  at  the  Society's  Laboratory,  and  have 
season  to  believe  it  perfectly  accurate  in  its  composition. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  explain  the  causes  of  those  vari- 
ations in  the  chemical  compositions  noticed  by  Mr  Phillips, 
from  what  he  discovered  in  the  same  articles  prepared  by  him- 
self $  vsfflations,  which  if  the  same  rigid  investigation  was  pursued 
to  detect  them,  would  be,  doubtltss,  found  in  preparations  made 
at  different  periods  of  time,  by  every  practical  chemist ;  I  have 
only  ^0  add,  that  being  personally  engaged  in  the  man^anent  of 
that  very  important  department  of  the  business  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  which  relates  to  the  purchasing  of  dn^s,  I  can, 
from  my  own  knowledge,  assert,  that  th^  utmost  attention  is  gi- 
ven, at  all  times,  to  procure  the  best  articles  that  the  market  will 
afibrd,  without  any  regard  to  superiority  of  price  \  and  that, 
both  in  the  chemical  and  salenical  branches  of  that  extensive 
establbhment,  every  possible  care  is  taken,  by  the  daily  inq»ec- 
tion  of  the  managers  during  the  processes,  that  they  shall  be  pro- 
perly conducted  \  which  inspection  is  repeated,  previously  to  the 
medicine  being  exposed  to  sale,  to  ascertain  that  its  qoafitj  isia 
every  respect  free  from  defect, 

A 
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A  writer,  residing  sereral  kundred  miles  from  die  mMropofii, 
list  necessarily  be  unacquainted  with  diese  circumstainces  t  butf 
lOugh  this  ignofance  may  be  consadered  as  a  very  sufficient 
ason  for  instituting  liberal  inquiry  and  calm  inTestigatlon»  it 
m  never  be  admitted  an  apology  for  indiscriminate  censure^ 
id  unjust»  because  unfounded,  condemnation* 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  jours,  &c. 

HemrtFIbld. 
Ciris^s  Hcjpita/j  London,  2  Itt  Jug.  1819. 

'xtractsjrom  a  Lutmr  to  Dr  Duhcan,  Jun.  written  by  aPhysici* 
an  in  Londm. 


I.  OftheSi^enamlumiffahiDwAsim^. 
Probably  every  physician  of  long  and  extensive  practice  in 
lis  country,  has  had  occurrences  of  deadi,  in  the  acute  rheuma- 
sm,  after  being  in  a  state  of  delirium  for  a  few  hours,  or  some* 
imes  instantly,  widiout  any  symptoms  of  disease  previously.  In 
uch  cases  of  late,  there  has  been  found,  on  dissection,  inflamma* 
[on  of  the  heart  $  and  however  inezpKpaUe  the  sudden  deatfl 
nvf  be  from  this  morbid  state,  still  many  prirsons  are  disposed  to 
«lieve  that  there  is^ome  connection  between  them  ;  especially 
s,  in  some  instances,  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart  doea 
ubsist  for  several  days,  or  longer  before  death.  In  die  gout^ 
udden  and  unexpected  deaths  occur  still  oftener  than  in  the 
heumatism;  but  inflammation  of  the  heart,  perhaps,  has  not  been 
loticed,  which,  however,  is  quite  as  likely  to  occur,  and  be  the 
occasion  of  the  fatal  termination,  as  in  the  other  disease.  In* 
^uiry  by  dissection  is  wanted  to  ascertain  this  point. 

^  9.  Of  diffmnt  kinds  rf  Fin  Miasmata. 
The  marsh  fevers  and  die  disease  of  sheep  called  the  rot,  often 
irevailing  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  kinds  of  wet  land,  Dr 
riarrison  concluded,  that  the  occasional  cause  was  similar  for 
30th  diseases.  That  this  is  not  the  truth,  is  proved  by  the  al^ 
sence  of  the  disease  of  sheep  in  some  of  the  most  infested  dis- 
tricts with  feteis.  The  marsh  of  Chitney,  near  Rochester^  is 
one  of  the  best  sheep  pastures  in  England ;  the  rot  never  occurs 
in  it,  but  it  is  really  uninhabitable,  on  account  of  its  producing 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  This  fact  seems  to  show,  that 
there  are  different  kinds  of  miasmata  in  fens ;  also  Dr  Hairison 
bas  lately  proved,  that  the  rot  is  not  occasioned  by  any  kind  of 
herb  eaten  by  the  animals,  for  they  became  diseased  with  the 
rot,  although  they  were  secured,  dgamst  thfs  effects  of  grass  food 
by  muzzling  them. 
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,  .3. ,  .Qf  i^  irm^  ^'<f3r  rf'^^  Brain  vfitintt  ^^tpiiMU. 
\  It  1^,  a:ue,tlut  SI  comMevaW<t  ai^ipuratimi  of  the  braa  ^ntb 
^9b  wat^  uk(9s.plac««  vithoui  di^oidciiag  greatly  any  of  tk 
ffgs^^ff  ^*.  U<iUc  lACf^tae  qf  the  drcuhtion^  no  dyspaoBB,  no  con- 
{tipatio9  of  thebqwelKnopaia  of  ibe  heaul»  no  ftUun;  of  the  ^ 
petite,  nor  deliriunif  litt  wilhio  a  few  dajra  of  ^mciuAofo.  Dilatap 
tion  of  the  pupils  was  obaef vc4  for  a  few  hours  at.  dmes,  dminf 
thijie  wwllP  Mve  death,  but  otherwise  the  si^t  was  sot  af- 
fected -i— *- 

4.  Enftbima. 
' .  A  peaop  has  been  ubiformtv  afiecOMl  vrith  erythema  of  tbe 
fiice,  during  the  last  six  ortevan  years,  every  time  he  opens  a 
bottle  containing  the  liquid  nitro-muriate  of  platina,  within  two 
or  thceo  feet  distaace«  and  without  touching  the  face.  The  sane 
f  ffect  i&  poroduced  by  opening  a  bottle  containipg  dry  ammoBxa- 
oxide  of  pl^tina.  It  the  sni^^est  panicle  of  these  subetancts  be 
brought  iotq  contact  with  ihp  hc^  eren  die  fingers,  tfaon^ 
ll^ey  jb^  caii^uUy  wiped  after  touQhinj[  these  pijeparataons,  if  they 
confe  qi.cpntact  i^vith  the  face,  xj^^  mthema  is  ex^ed.  h 
fSf^^  rapidly  Of er  the  skin  pf  ^  fac^,  «^ng  very  hot,  itthisg 
^tremely ;  of  coifr^,  occasipniiig  a  pale  rosjOfreo  cdbor.  la  cvoi 
three,  or  at  most,  four  hours,  this  alight  diseaae  disappeaiSi 
JVettinir  th^  affected  parts  with  cold  water,  frequemfy  ^tea 
great  relief ji  and  espcciaJiy  i^rith  ratified  spirit  of 


5.  Cftbiw^aitUrcf.ffdrfmaryT^^eki. 
.  This  matter  is  certainly  not  ^^dular,  as  some  great  names 
have  asserted,  but  it  is  as  much  out  of  die  circulation  as  the  urine 
itself,  or  any  other  secreted  substance.  It  is  coagulated  lymph, 
at  least  it  has  many  properties  of  that  substance,  as  shown  bj 
chemistry.  It  is  a  secrensd  matter,  excited  by  a  great  number  d 
diftrent  diseases,  analogous  to  the  occasional  cames  of  cfaopsj. 


M^^al  Lectures  in  the  University  ef  Edihmorcb. 


Dietetics,  Materia  Medicai  aad^ 

Pharmacy     - 
Practice  of  Physic 
Chemistry  ^Chemical  Pharmacy 
Theory  of  Physic    -    - 
Anatomy  and  Surgery  _ 

Theory  *  P^ctice  of  Midwifery  {T«;N^-»0-}  ^J^  ^^ 

Military  Surgery,  Monday,  Nov.  9,  by  Dr  Thoo^son, 

Medical  Jurisprucfeiice»  Saturday,  Nov.  14,  by  Pr  DuncaUi  jmu 

Natural  History,  Wednesday,  Nor.  25,  by  Mr  Jamesop. 

s  C\hic$l 


8 1  Dr  James  Home. 

^^     Dr  Duncan,  sen. 
Drs  M^nro. 


ialC«  MeikBi  Ledurm.  StST. 

Clitucal  Lectares,  on  tfaeCa«M  cT  Patients  in  the  Vbapi  USattmsef^  ' 
by  Dr  Home  and  Dr  Rntherford,  Tuesday,   Norembtr  iD;   at 
4  o'clock  afternoon* 

Clinical  Surgery  by  Mr  RdsieH,  on  Moaday»  NvmBbcr  %  irt'  * 
5P.M- 

Practical  Anatottiy»  nndto  die  superintendence  of  Dt  Monro»  jun. ' 
who  willalso gire  »  cotirst  of  Moibid  Anatovf*  .    :  v  .  . 

Dmrmg  ikeSwmmerSetsimhLecturei  mUieghm  m  tiefoBgwuig  Jfr/faeht^^, 

Botany,  by  Dr  Rotberfoid. 
Midwifery,  by  Dr  Hluniltoii« 
Clinical  Lectures  on  MedichKie»  by  Dr  Duncan»  sen.' 
.  ■    tm  Smgeryv  i»y  Mr  RusselL 


On  the  2.4th  of  Juhe»  the  Senatus  Academlcus  of  tbfe  UifiirMi* 
sity  of  Edinburgh  cctnTerred  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Mediqncf^ 
on  the  following  gendemeti,  after  Wing  gone  through  the  ap- ' 
pointed  examinations^  and  publicly  defended  their  respectivfe  in- 

augural  dissertations  4 

•  *• 

Frmn  Eh^lasi^ 
James  Barry,  De  Meroede*  ....    ^ 

Henry  Stephens  Belcombe,  Dt  Fthn  Htefka. 

Andrew  Boutflower,  Dt  V^ntnhu  Pn^o  mfiktit. 

John  Churton,  De  Samguhu  MtHmuh. 

John  Dick,  Di  Oisium  Ahsorbewiis. 

Marshall  Hall,  De  Fehrihu  Inordinatu. 

Jonathan  Mercer  M^Culloch,  De  M^  leto  CafiiU  eaoriis. 

George  Wallis,  De  Moiu  Museulonm. 

Francis  Whaley,  De  FeMhu. 

Richard  Williams,  De  fltucu  HsmorrhmJaB. 

Fmm  Walm9. 
Franco  James  Hughe^  De  Calch  Ueu  in  Agrkuhnreh 

James  C.  Jones,  De  Angina  Pectoris* 

From,  Immiavi>* 

WiUiam  John  Bell^  De  Tt/pbo. 

William  Campion,  De  Tetatio. 

-  ,7  i-.       1  KDe  Fabriea  H  Functtonihu  Pulnuh 

James  F.  Carrol,  <     ^,,^ 

'  ^     nunu 

Henry  dements,  De  Jficpkxial 

Samuel  'Forbes  Crawford,  De  Scarlatina. 

John  Foley,  De  DiaieU.    *  ^  •  ^ 

Vict* 
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De  SaiecHUe. 
Ik  RnUoh. 
Di  Quarundam  Jiruriarum  Im  Co^ 

p9re  Huwumo  DutriMSmcm 
Dt  Nahwa  jifam^ 

From  ScoTLAHD 

De  Erynfidaie* 

De  Dysenieria, 

De  AfupksAa  SampAuiU 

De  PniwmmuM. 

De  Hsfunitide. 

De  ETw  f I  efieOttt  Arsemei 

De  Dysenteria* 

De  Angina  Peetorii. 

De  Geuert  Mweoio. 
\De  UiUUaU  Morhmrum  Nt^uram  Co* 

daverihu  Sectii  Escpioran^* 
,De  Ujfdrothorace. 

De  Dysfufuia. 

De  Augma  Peetortu 

From  J^Mjtcj* 

De  IcUrth. 

Frvm  Bbrmuda9. 

De  VettUu  Laato* 

From  St  Ckoiz* 

De  Rubeola. 
De  MydrofhMa. 

From  East  /vj^im* 

De  Phthm  PubimalL 
De  Inftamma^mu. 

From  MdDSiRj. 
Nicholas  C.  Pittai  De  CaU  EJectu  in  Gemu  Humamm. 

And,  on  the  13th  of  September,  the  same  honour  was  coafep- 
•ed  on  the  foUpwing  Gentlemen :— - 

From  EnoLAifD. 

De  Febre  ValacrienUs 
De  Scarlatina. 

From  ImuAND- 

De  Hefuoe  et  SiEt  Secretione. 

De  Tyfika  IcUrodt. 

De  Apopkxia. 

De  Fhthiii  PnlmonaR. 

From 


Vtcttir  Heftiew, 
Heorj  Irwin, 
Samuel  Lindsay, 
Thomas  Potmua  M^Cabe^ 

W^jP^R^an, 

Thomas  Charlton  Specr» 


George  Barclay, 
William  BeU, 
Alexander  Hannar, 
Richard  KeUet, 
Nea  Maxwell, 
John  Robertsont 
William  Robertson, 
Robert  Sanderii 
Dgvtd  Scot^ 

l9hn  Smid^ 

^unes  WaL$on» 

John  William  Watson, 

James  Weir, 

Colin  Campbell, 

Augustus  E.  Dalcell, 

James  Garden, 
Andrew  Kennedy, 

William  Bruce» 
James  Mouat, 


John  Pickering, 
JohnWardeU, 

Richard  Grattan, 
John  Morrison, 
Hubert  Prendergasu 
WiUiamYou^g, 
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From  Sa»t4ftt>* 
Alexander  Aitken,  De  7>/kA#  Grmmn. 

William  Bowie»  J)e  Attkmme.    " 

Robert  Renvick^  Ik  Hytkn^hwrau. 

George  Waddelf  De  Febre  InUrnuttenit. 

From  St  Cttoix* 
John  Leslie  Hunt,  {^'emS^iT'^'''  "*  ''''''^"  * 

From  Brazil. 
Mateiano  P«i«ini  Ribeiro,  \DeNatura  Creatrke  quam  Dt,lruc- 

^     true  Jxerum* 

^uiria  in  regard  to  the  comparative  Quantities  of  Nourishment  ojford* 
ed  by  different  substances* 
The  following  queries,  which  have  a  reference  to  a  scale  of  nutri« 
niem,  cqoiaincd  in  a  commanicattoo  presented  by  Mr  Pitt  of  Birmingham 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  were  transmitted  by  the  Right  Hoooorabie 
President,  to  the  Editor,  who  hopes,  by  ioaerting  then  in  this  Journal)  ta 
ptomote  the  important  object  to  which  they  are  directed. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  form  some  idea  of  the  Telative  value  of  the  ' 
various  articles  of  human  food,  produced  from  arable  and  grass  lanch,  in 
point  of  nutriment,  making  good  wheaten  bread  the  standard,  and  dividing 
It  into  a  hundred  parts,  the  scale  to  be  both  upwards  and  downwards ;  ana 
for  that  purpose  to  procure  as  satisfactory  answers  as  possible,  to  the  fol« 
lowingqueries : 

1.  what  is  the  difference,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  a  pound  of 
good  wheaten  bread,  and  a  pound  of  average  beef— pork — ^muttoo^eal} 

2.  Is  it  a  fsur  calculation,  that  one  pound  of  good  butcher  meat»  is,  oo 
an  average»  equal  to  two  pounds  of  good  wheaten  bread  ? 

S.  Do  you  think  that  two  pounds  of  fresh  milk  are  equal,  as  food  fbt 
inan,  to  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread  ? 

4.  Is  cheese  of  good  quality  equal,  in  point  of  nutriment,  to  butdier  meat  I 

5.  Is  butter,  twice  as  nutntive  as  meat  ? 

6.  When  wheat  wdghs  601b  per  bushel,  does  it  produce  only  481b  cf 
flour,  and  1^  of  bran  and  pollard ;  and  w31  the  48ib  of  flour,  when  baked 
produce  601b  of  bread  ? 

7.  Is  one  pound  of  good  ale  equal  in  nourishment  to  half  a  pound  of 
bread? 

8.  What  Is  the  diflerence  between  barley  and  wheal,  in  point  of  nutri- 
ment? 

9.  What  between  wheat  and  oafts  ? 

10.  What  is  the  diflerence,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  wheatcsi 
flour,  and  pease  meal,  or  bean  meal  i 

11.  Is  the  calculation  right,  tl^t  S|Ib^  of  potatocit  is  c^io  1  lb.  of 
bread? 

Litter 
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Litter  firom  tie  Right  Hm.  Si&  JoRN  SlHCLAiS,  Bari,  uAPn» 
sident  of  the  College  of  Phyieians  eft  Bdinktrgh^  on  tie  Reme^ 
lately  discovered  fir  Cakuhas  Complaints% 

SIRy — I  am  persuaded  that  yott  will  concur  with  ine  in 
that  there  are  no  coinphunts»  incident  to  mankind^  for 
more  desirable  to  discoTer  a  cure,  or  even  a  safe  and  e£Eectaal 
of  prerentingv  ihan  those  of  a  calculous  nature.  The  mtseries  fek 
by  those  who  are  afflicted  with  the  stone  or  graTd»  are  clreadfbl  b^ 
yond  description ;  and  any  cure  efiected  by  surgical  operaticiB  is  not 
only  of  a  nature  peculiarly  severe*  and  often  fatal»  but  does  not  al- 
ways '  present  a  repetition  of  the  complaint*  It  is  with  much  plo* 
sore*  therefore,  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  respectable  body  ove 
wfaoip  you  preside,  to  the  means,  which  haye  been  recently  discow 
ed,  by  which  calcuious  complaints  may,  there  is  every  reason  to  hose, 
be  prevented  from  pro^ng,  in  future,  so  formidable  a  source  of  it- 
man  misety* 

The  paper  printed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactioiis,  Aa.  1SIG, 
entitled  **  Observations  on  the  Effects  of  Magnesia  in  preventmg  22 
increased  formation  of  the  Uric  Acid,"  written  by  Mr  Wiffiain  T. 
Brande,  is  the  first  suggestion,  so  hr  as  my  information  reaches»dut 
has  been  published,  recommending  magnesia  as  an  antidote  to  tix 
formation  of  stone  or  graVel. 

The  inquiries  of  that  eminent  surgeon,  Mr  Home»  into  the  faac- 
tions  of  the  stomach,  and  his  discovery  that  liquids  pass  from  tk 
cardiac  portiont  into  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  (PtulosofJiica! 
Transactions,  April  1808),  led  him  to  consider,  that  Ae  generality 
of  calculous  complaints  might  possibly  be  prevented*  by  intn>diK:Bg 
into  the  stomach,  such  substances  as  are  capable  of  preventing  the 
formation  of  uric  acid  ;  and  that  this  mode  of  treatment,  would  bin 
many  advantages  over  the  usual  method,  which  consists  in  attempt- 
ing to  dissolve  the  uric  acid  after  it  is  formed. 

He  consulted,  it  would  appear,  Mr  Hatchett,  on  the  substrtce 
most  likely  to  produce  this  efiect  i  and  that  respectable  chemist  coc- 
curred  with  him  in  opinion,  that  magnesia,  irom  its  insolubilitj  is 
Kater,  was  peculiarly  well  adapted  tor  the  purpose,  as  it  would  T^ 
main  in  the  stomach,  until  it  should  combine  with  any  acid,  or  br 
carried  along  with  the  food  to  the  pylorus. 

These  gentlemen,  anxious  to  have  a  complete  investigation  at  2 
subject  so  peculiarly  interesting,  requested  Mr  firande  to  assist  than 
ih  the  prosecution  of  U  S  and  many  opportunities  having  occurred  0: 
carrying  on  the  inquiry,  during  an  attendance  on  patients  afflicted 
with  calculous  complaints,  the  results  of  their  joint  labouts  wot 
eommunicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  the  important  paper  I  ban 
alluded  to,  which  is  earnestly  reconmiended  to  the  consideratioB  ^ 
Jevery  medical  person,  who  may  have  patients  afflicted  with  such  cso- 
plaints  under  his  care. 

As  calculous  matters  are  not  uniformly  of  the  same  desciiptioE, 
it  is  ceruinly  desirable  to  ascertain,  by  the  assistance  of  some  medi- 
tal  person,  the  specific  nature  of  the  complaint  with  which  any  i&di- 

vidail 
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Tidttal  is  afflicted  ;  but  being  anxious  that  those  who  are  at  a  dis- 
tance from  medical  aidt  or  who  cannot  perhaps  a£Ford  to  procure  itv 
should  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  this  new  discovery,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  applying  to  Mr  Brande  for  a  short  statement  of  the  man- 
ner in  whicn  the  remedy  oueht  in  general  to  be  applied ;  and  hej  . 
with  that  liberality  which  belongs  to  true  genius,  has  furnished  me 
with  the  following  particulars. 

^  The  best  metliod  of  giving  the  magnesia  is  in  plain  water,  or 
milky  to  be  taken  in.  the  morning  early,  and  at  mid-day.  If  the 
stomach  is  weakf  and  this  produces  flatulency,  or  uneasy  sensationst 
some  common  bitter,  such  as  gentian,  may  be  taken  with  it ; — if  it 
purges,  a  little  opium  may  be  added. 

■*  The  mode  in  which  magnesia  operates  in  preventing  the  forma* 
uon  of  stone  or  gravel,  Mr  Brande  believes  to  be,  by  preventing  dbe 
formation  of  acid  in  the  stomach. 

**  Where  there  is  a  stone  actually  formed  in  the  bladder,  it  is  of 
advantage,  (if  the  case  is  a  proptr  one  for  the  use  of  magnesia),  by 
preventing  the  increasing  in  size.  ' 

"  The  dose  of  magnesia  must  enth^ly  depend  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  its  czse^generaify^  five  grains,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  to 
children  below  ten  years  of  age  ;  fifteen  and  twenty  grains  to  adults. 
**  Mr  Brande  has  always  given  comnoon  magnesia.  The  calcin- 
ed may  occasionally  be  used  with  advantage.  Any  omission  of  the 
remedy  for  a  time  must  entirely  depend  on  the  state  of  the  patient. 

<<  In  regard  to  diet,  no  particular  regimen  is  necessary.  Animal 
food  may  be  taken  in  the  same  quantities,  and  of  the  same  sorts  as 
usual.  The  patient  should  avoid  strong  wines,  such  as  Port  and 
Madeira,  and  indeed  should  abstain  from  pure  wine  altogether. 
Spirits  should  not  be  taken  in  any  form.  Lemons  and  vinegar  need 
not  be  absolutely  avoided,  unless  the  bowels  are  too  open.  Oranges 
and  other  fruits,  when  ripe,  may  be  taken.** 

There  is  every  reason  to  hope,  from/  the  success  that  has  already 
attended  the  applicatiou  of  this  remedy  in  various  cases,  that  it  may 
prove  an  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  greatest  proportion  of 
calculous  complaints ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  to  what  a  state 
of  improvement  it  may  yet  be  brought,  in  the  course  of  further  ex- 
perience, when  the  attention  of  a  number  of  able  and  learned  men 
(as  I  trust  will  be  the  case)  is  directed  to  its  application* 

Perhaps  there  is  no  disorder  to  which  mankind  is  liable,  for  which 
nature  has  not  provided  some  remedy,  or  at  least  some  means  of  al- 
leviation, though,  in  both  respects,  much  remains  to  be  learnt ;  and 
any  discovery  that  can  be  servicable  in  calculous  complaints,  from 
the  infinite  distress  they  occasion,  must  prove,  in  a  peculiar  manner» 

fatifying  to  every  real  friend  to  the  happiness  of  the  human  race.-.* 
have  t£  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SINCLAIR. 
27.  Old  Burlington  Street^  \ 
Itk  May,  IS  12.  3 
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St  GborgbIi  Hospital,  and  Gnat  Ge9rgt  Stmt^  H»^ 
Sfuarf.^>ln  the  first  week  of  October  wiD  commence  a  coarse  :^ 
Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Physic,  Therapeutics,  aiuiClKtn^ 
in  the  Lecture  Room,  No.  9»  Great  George  Street,  Hwi 
Square  (removed  from  Leicester  Square)^  at  the  uioal  nwn^ 
kours,  Tiz.  The  medical  lectures  at  eight,  and  the  chembltii 
quarter  after  nine  o'clock;  by  Gcoree  Pearson^  M.D.F.R.^ 
•enior  phyncian  of  St  George's  Hoqntal,  of  the  Royal  ColJf 
of  Physicians,  &&  A  register  is  kept  o[  Dr  Petrsoa't  CuBi 
St  Grange^  Hospital,  and  an  account  is  given  of  them  evoy S» 
tufday  morning,  at  a  clinical  lecture,  at  ntne  o'clock. 

London  Hospital, 

Dr  Buxton's  autumnal  course  of  Lectures  on  thcPnctic«« 
Medicine,  will  be  coounenced  on  Thursday  m<miiogi  istOcs^ 
her,  at  1 1  o'clock.  ._^. 

Dr  Clough  will  commence,  early  in  October  next,  Us  i- 
tumnal  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Science  of  Midwifery,  '^^ 
ing  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Infants,  at  his  house,  No- ^^ 
Bond  Street,  London.  Students  who  are  properly  qiisH&^ 
will  be  amply  provided  with  cases  to  attend  ia  loiatian,  vhc 
are  governed  by  the  number  of  Patients  admitted  to  his  ^^ 
tion.  Their  vievrs  also  will  he  greatly  fSorwarded  by  Wiek) 
Sxamroations  of  the  preceeding  Lectures,  timely  notice  4)f  vtio- 
will  be  given  in  most  of  the  Morning  and  Evening  Pipen. 

Dr  Mbrriman,  Physician-Accoucheurtothe  Middlesex Hw- 
nital  and  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  will  begin  a 
CJourse  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  MMv^fe^- 
and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  on  Monday,  Octobt: 
12th,  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  ^ 

The  Royal  CoUege  of  Surgeons  in  London  have  adjudged  t<^ 
Jacksonian  Prise  for  the  year  181  i,  to  Mr  Joseph  IlodgsoBC| 
Bucklersbury,  London,  for  his  Dissertation  on  theDis?^^;^ 
Arteries  and  Veins,  comprising  the  Treatment  of  Aaciinsatta^ 
Wounded  Arteries.  __ 

ERRAIUM. 
p.  Sis,  line  BI^J^  vokuDc  nad  ssctioe* 

Commanlcaiioni  from  Mr  Fogo  and  Mr  Prwg,  and  an  "«"T""**''S 
Paisley  were  recerred  too  kte  for  tmertiMi  tt  the  pwwwt  NaBk<»«  »* 
letter  fnmi  Mr  Wilkins  of  Ferrybridf^  to  wkom  the  Ediun  not*  ^ 
tkaaks  for  his  admoakiaos. 


%*  CoBfwwmifationt  may  be  addrsMod  to  the  Editors,  to  tlie  c«f  of  j^ 
<:oMSTABt.t  &  Co.  Edinburgk ;  Messrs  Longman^  HuasT>  Ri>^  ^' ' 
ABaowNy  London ;  and  GiLaEal*  &  doeGES,  Dublin. 
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